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The African Times and the Cuban Ten Years’ War:  Between Competing Discourses of Egalitarian National Identity and Imperial Collaboration.

In an era of ascendant racism the last bastion of Spanish Colonial domination in the Antilles, engaged in a multi-racial and anti-colonial war against the four -hundred-year -old Spanish empire.  The post-colonial historiography of the Cuban Revolution of 1868 to 1878, refers to this war as:  ‘The Ten Years’ War,’ the ‘Cuban Revolution,’ and the ‘Civil War.’  These various titles imply heterogeneous perspectives of the nature of this anti-colonial war.  Although slightly varied, the historiography projects a semi cohesive discourse of the Cuban war.  Predominantly socio-historical, the historiography characterizes the war between tensions of national identity via colony versus metropole, and class versus race.  The meta-narrative overarching these underlying tensions, characterizes the Cuban Ten Years’ War as an intersection of two different movements:  the anti-colonial and anti-slavery movements.  So how does this complex war of independence and abolition in Cuba intersect with a Diaspora newspaper published in London by Anglo-Africans?  Beyond its contemporaneous coverage of the Cuban war, the political and ideological agenda behind the publication of The African Times aligns thematically with concepts of national identity, race, anti-slavery and independence, shared by the discourse of Cuban revolution.

The African Times, in conjunction with the African Aid Society in and the Anti-Slavery Society, looked to ‘modernize’ and ‘civilize’ Africa economically and culturally through British Imperial structures, in hopes of ‘raising’ Africa and abolishing slavery.  A.H.M. Kirk-Green captures the objectives of The African Times initially aligned with the African Aid Society when he explains:

The aims of the African Aid society were, to quote from its articles, “to develop the material resources of Africa, Madagascar and the adjacent Islands; and to promote the Christian civilization of the African races: as a means to accomplish the annihilation of slavery.  One of the ways to achieve this purpose was to “assist, by loans and otherwise, Africans willing to emigrate from Canada and other parts to our West Indian Colonies, Liberia, Natal and Africa generally”.

What can be gleaned therefore from these objectives, are three important notions about the ideology and perspective of The African Times.  The first main point is that their objectives fall in line with the Black Nationalist theory of Robert Delany, the ‘father’ of Pan-Africanism.
  This is significant insofar as it enhances the idea of the regeneration of Africa through the emigration of Western educated elite Anglo-Africans, Afro-Caribbeans and African Americans.  Secondly, it is apparent that the African Aid Society and The African Times proscribed to an ideology akin to Euro-centric positivist ideology, through their objectives of ‘modernization’ and ‘civilization,’ which is also interchangeable with imperialist ideology.  Thirdly, and perhaps most importantly for the purposes of this paper, it illuminates the anti-slavery motives of both the Society and paper.  Therefore in answering the question, what is the connection between this Anglo-African Diaspora and the Cuban Ten Years’ War, the answer is:  there is an overlap of thematic discourse between the agents of The African Times and the agents of the Cuban Ten Years’ War, through their respective concerns for national identity, and anti-slavery.  In analyzing the Cuban war through the lens of The African Times there is a unique opportunity to compare these discourses and place the Anglo-African voice within the historiography of the Cuban Revolution.  

One important disclosure must be made in reference to the ‘voice’ and perspective of Anglo-Africans in reference to The African Times.  The analysis is inevitably imperfect due to the ambiguous authorship of the articles presented by the paper.  As such, the perspective presented by each articles and the synthesized perspective taken from the articles as a collective, are necessarily assumed to be the general perspective of the group of Anglo-Africans behind the publication of the paper.  However imperfect, it is still a step towards revealing a greater discourse, and voice of the Anglo-African Diaspora.

 This paper seeks to take advantage of the unique opportunity and asks the questions:  What can The African Times tell us about the Cuban Revolution and how does its coverage of the war and its perspective fit into the historiography of the Cuban Ten Years’ War?  And furthermore, what does this tell us about the Anglo-African voice in (H)istory and (h)istory? This paper’s purpose is two-fold.  It first seeks to use The African Times perspective of the Cuban Ten Years’ War to enhance the historiography of the war, and secondly this paper seeks to use this perspective of Cuban Revolution to enhance the discourse of the Anglo-African ideology at this period in time.  In this paper I will argue that through its contemporaneous coverage of the Cuban revolution, The African Times portrayed the ‘Civil War,’ or ‘Ten Years’ War,’ or ‘Revolution’ through a very specific structure.  Characterized strictly as an ‘anti-slavery’ war, the Anglo-Africans internationalized the Cuban revolution beyond a war of independence between Cuba and Spain, to a war against the inhumanities of the trans-Atlantic slave trade.   In doing so they produce two competing discourses, one which reflects the Cuban war itself, and one which reflects the tensions underlying Anglo-African ideology and perspective.  Or in other words, The African Times contributes two competing discourses between egalitarian national identity of Cubans and their revolution, and the imperial collaboration of a Diaspora seeking the regeneration of Africa.  The first discourse is revealed by working backward through the current historiography, and as such is perhaps unintentional, in contrast to the intentional second discourse.  I will delineate this argument in two parts.  The first part will present the established historiography of the Cuban Ten Years’ War and then will propose The African Times discourse as a unique vision of the construction of an egalitarian nationalist identity via the anti-slavery war.  The second part of the delineation will then show the competing discourse simultaneously apparent in the ideology and language of The African Times.

The complex nature of the Cuban Ten Years’ war is expressed throughout its historiography, which is overwhelmingly socio-economic.  The war is ubiquitously understood to be a complex intersection of an anti-colonial and anti-slavery movement with all the characteristics of revolutionary discourse, such as creation national identity and independence.  This consensus of the metanarrative of the Ten Years’ War permeates American academic historiography as well as British.  American historian Rebecca Scott encapsulates the nature and origin of the war as echoed by the bulk of the historiography when she states, 

The new taxes combined with long-standing feelings of nationalism to strengthen overt opposition to Spanish rule among certain landholders, small-scale planters, and professionals in the eastern part of the island.  Though the continued maintenance of slavery was not the major grievance of most of those opposing Spain, the issue would soon become entangled with the struggle against colonialism in the insurrection known as the Ten Years’ War.

What should be noted from this particular passage is the idea that opposition to colonial rule originated in the form of economic discontent among specific strata of Cubans within the Spanish-Cuban class structure.  This was not a ubiquitous opposition throughout the entire class strata, nor was it ubiquitous throughout the entire island.  Opposition was specific to certain sugar planters in the eastern part of the island.  As Louis A. Perez contends, “A society of different type had formed in the east…Sugar estates in the east were primitive family enterprises, … the east was generally less sympathetic to slavery, less tied to sugar production, and less committed to the colonial structures upon which slavery and sugar production depended.”
  Both Perez and Scott illuminate the concept that the insurgents of the Cuban Ten Years’ War came from a very specific and narrow origin.  In addition there is a very important correlation between this specific class of Cubans and their antipathy toward Colonial structures, in contrast to the Creole class and sugar planters of the west who were more dependent upon slavery and thus allied themselves closely with Spain.  This sentiment is echoed throughout the works of Richard Gott, Robert Smith, Antonio Gallenga, and Richard Bartlett.  It is apparent therefore that class is a central structure used by both American and British historians to frame the anti-colonial and anti-slavery war.   

Furthermore, the notion that planters in the east were less committed to the colonial structures upon which slavery and sugar production depended, underlines the growing correlation by the anti-colonials between slavery and the colonial oppressor.  As Ada Ferrer asserts, “Revolutionary rhetoric made racial slavery and racial division concomitant with Spanish colonialism.”
  It is with this concept we see the integration of class antagonism, racial ideology and national identity.  With the opposition and revolution against Spanish rule to create a Cuban national identity, anti-racist ideology was absorbed as a point of contestation between anti-colonial agents and Spanish agents.  On the one hand it was a point of negotiation of identity and independence between insurgents and Spain.  However on the other hand, national identity for the insurgents became unanimous with egalitarian ideology.  As Ada Ferrer further implies, “It asserted that they very struggle against Spain had transformed Cuba into a land where there were ‘no whites nor blacks, but only Cubans.’ It thus condemned racism not as an infraction against individual citizens but as a sin against the life of the would-be-nation.”
  In this analysis by Ferrer, the Ten Years’ War is synonymous with the creation of a national identity of a ‘raceless nation.’  The rest of the historiography is less empathetic to this concept and balances racial elements with other political and economic exigencies throughout the war.  Although this multifarious intertwining of class and racial structures is deconstructed by the bulk of the historiography, there is a consensus amongst all of the historiography that the adoption of anti-slavery ideology and national rhetoric by the insurgents during the course of the Ten Years’ War, to an important extent was strategic.  Abolition was a topic of contention between the insurgents and the Spanish agents, as well as between and among the insurgents.  Cespedes and other insurgent leaders shared the western planter concern for production and therefore looked to gradual emancipation as the only logical solution. Full abolition was only considered possible after the Revolution was won.  While others such as Maceo argued for full and immediate abolition.  Some historians attribute this difference in agenda to change over time in political consensus of revolutionary aims due to exigencies of war.  Also the fact that Maceo was mulatto leaves some to believe his racial ambitions were much stronger and he was less willing to settle for gradual emancipation.  This in some ways contributed to the failure of the war, as it came to be attributed as ‘another Haiti’ and some feared the insurrection was turning Cuba into a black republic.  Scott explains the internal dispute over abolition and emancipation in terms of varying economic interest, ambitions and concepts of national agenda, in slightly more logistical terms when she explains:

They wished to avoid alienating potential supporters among slaveholders and to obtain revenues and goods for the war effort from continued agricultural production.  At the same time, they sought to take a stand on slavery that would promote the insurrection and increase its popular and international appeal.  The rebels thus took partial steps toward formal abolition, while attempting to avoid disruption of the social relations of slavery.
  

To further the idea of maintaining quasi-stable social relations, Scott, Ferrer, Perez, and Gott assert the idea that the insurrection, though ideally anti-racial, replaced the traditional social relations of slavery with new systems, which essentially mimicked the old master-slave power relation.  Blacks, mulattos, as well as liberatos involved in the war effort still had limited agency within the military and surviving plantation structures.  These historiographies therefore reflect the careful bestowment of agency, and critical deconstruction of racial relations during the war.  Lastly, the argument of strategic abolition and anti-slavery paradigms is argued by Richard Gott when he claims, “Although the racial balance was swinging towards the whites, the blacks in oriente still formed a large majority, almost 80 per cent.  Their support for the rebellion was essential.”
  In this argument Gott suggests that insurrectionists adopted abolition and anti-slavery ideology in order to recruit the slave population for the anti-colonial war, which without their support would have to chance of victory. 


To synthesize the characterization of the Ten Years’ War as presented by this historiography, one must consider the war as a complex interplay between class antagonisms, varying rhetoric of national identity, and strategically implemented racial ideology.  Furthermore to synthesize the historiography itself, the socio-historical deconstructions of American and British Academia view class and race as equal components, and are critical of the intentions behind the insurgents’ adaptation of anti-racial ideology.  


The exception to this generalization is Ada Ferrer’s work, Insurgent Cuba in which Ferrer employs a unique paradigm which deconstructs the masternarrative of the Ten Years’ War in a slightly different light.  Ferrer emphasizes the employment of racial ideology throughout the war as central and unprecedented.  That being said she still acknowledges the complexities of the war, however, she prioritizes the racial element over other structures.  For Ferrer the concept of race was the quintessence of Cuban national identity.  She argues:

For in the case of Cuba, the nation was imagined not as the result of a physical or cultural union but as the product of a revolutionary cross-racial alliance – a formulation that ostensibly acknowledged the political actions of nonwhite men and therefore carried with it powerful implications for racial and national politics in the peace and republic to follow anti-colonial insurgency.

Ferrer thus argues that the war experiences of white and black rebels and the reinterpretation of those experiences in early 1890s by revolutionary leaders and journalists, led those leaders to define Cuban nationhood and citizenship as an independent and racially egalitarian Cuban society.  In other words, the racial discourse began in the Ten Years’ War and became part of the revolutionary and national identity through the wars of independence that followed.  She asserts the uniqueness of this imagined nationhood given the ascendance of the late nineteenth-century racism predicated on biological and cultural assumptions of the inferiority of people of color.  She couples this by adding the assertion that the groundwork for this multi-racial national identity was the progressive thinking of the Cuban revolutionary and intellectual, Jose Marti:

Yet in a world ‘under Darwin’s sway,’ the Cuban movement’s principal intellectual leader, Jose Marti, professed the equality of all races.  Indeed, he went further, boldly asserting that there was no such thing as race.  Race, he and other nationalists insisted, was merely a tool used to divide the anti-colonial effort and globally by men who invented ‘textbook races’ in order to justify expansion and empire.

Two important concepts presented by Marti’s revolutionary ideology should be noted from this passage.  The first concept is the creation of Cuban nationhood as ‘raceless’ and egalitarian.  The second concept, perhaps even more critical, is the idea that race is tied to Imperial rhetoric of justified oppression.  This passage is particularly critical in our discussion of The African Times perspective of the Ten Years’ War.  

Using this concept as a point of departure and working backward through the historiography I would argue that The African Times perspective of the war prequels Ferrer’s unique discourse of a Cuban egalitarian, nationalist identity within an anti-slavery war.  The African Times contributed to a discourse of Cuban egalitarian nationhood that preempted the development of this very concept by the Cuban revolutionaries engaged in the Cuban War of Independence 1895-1898.  However, while The African Times presents elements of an egalitarian national identity discourse, I would argue it was the unintentional by-product of their intended discourse of imperial collaboration for the betterment of Africa.  In seeing the Cuban Ten Years’ War as an anti-slavery war, The African Times created a discourse for the voice of the Anglo-Africans in London as agents of Pan-African nationalism.  The African Times makes their analysis of the war through an overtly Euro-centric imperial lens.  In addition their analysis is ideologically and politically charged.  It is for this reason The African Times’ perspective diverges from the conception of race as an Imperial construct in contrast to Cuban nationalists and revolutionaries such as Jose Marti.  However, both African Times discourses hinge upon the construction of the Cuban Ten Years’ war as an anti-slavery war.

 
The discourse of Cuban egalitarian nationhood through an anti-slavery war is pronounced clearly in an article titled “The Revolution in Cuba,” published September 23, 1872.  The African Times used a letter from an un-named Cuban officer to represent what they considered to be the latest and most important facts about the war from ground zero.  The officer, the author of the letter, is used as an omnipotent narrator.  Furthermore, at no point in the delineation of this perspective does The African Times offer any contestation to what is being said, unlike other combination pieces, which will be discussed later in the paper.  What is significant about this particular article is its account of the nature of the insurgency in terms of racial accord.  The article states:

Whites and blacks mingle together in perfect harmony, nearly one –third of the force under General Perez being composed of sturdy negroes.  The officers are white, with the exception of several coloured men who have distinguished themselves and have been promoted from the ranks.  Most of the Negroes in arms are native Cubans, the remainder being Africans.  They vie with each other in hatred of the Spaniards, and this, coupled with their bravery, renders them dreadful foes in the field against the persistent enslavers of the black men.

Why would they use such a portrayal as representative of their voice?  It both emphasizes the Cuban racial discourse and simultaneously implies the political agenda of the paper.  The language of this article is significant.  First it depicts ‘whites and blacks in perfect harmony’ which implies more than racial coexistence, it implies successful and effective racial coexistence.  The incorporation of the status of ‘coloured men who have distinguished themselves’ being ‘promoted from the ranks,’ further orchestrates the concept of an egalitarian society in which colored men have opportunity to hold positions of power along with white men.  Ironically, from a post-colonial perspective, this is an argument against the Euro-centric racial ideology often used to justify imperialism.  Lastly, the significance of the common hatred of the Spaniards as effective fuel against ‘enslavers of the black men’ illustrates not only the correlation of slavery and Spanish colonialism, but also depicts the objective of the war as a war against slavery.  

One last note about the significance of this particular article is that it is the only of its kind in The African Times’ coverage that portrays the reality of the war from ground zero.  The letter emphasizes the courage and determination of the insurgency in its fight for freedom and liberation, but makes no connections to the agents of the Cuban war to the effect they carry over to the metropole.  The significance of the actions and agency of the insurrectionists is limited to their creation of what in reality was an incomplete egalitarian republic within Cuba.  In other words, at no point does The African Times suggest these individuals to be the agents of the deconstruction of slavery.  They take a very top-down, Whig approach to History.  That privilege is reserved, as will be shown in later articles, for Spanish and British politicians.  The discourse of egalitarian nationhood as exemplified by the multi-racial Cuban insurgency, is merely proof of the ability of Africans against racial discrimination.  This indeed serves The African Times purpose in their construction of Pan-African nationalism.

These two discourses are further constructed in an article published on October 23 1868, a mere 13 days after the declaration of the “Grito de Yara” in Cuba (the declaration of war and independence), The African Times commented on the concurrent Spanish revolution in an article titled, “Spanish Affairs:  End of the Transatlantic Slave Trade,” and claimed, “…the African slaves held in such cruel bondage in Cuba, Porto Rico etc., will be made free.  The transatlantic slave-trade may now safely be pronounced as at an end; the ruin of the Bourbons is the gain of Africa…We have given a brief narrative of the most important incidents in the Spanish revolution…”
  The fall of the monarchy in Spain and the claim of independence made by Cespedes on October 10th are thus seen as “the gain of Africa” insofar as The African Times correlates these two simultaneous events as the collapse of slavery.  Furthermore, the portrayal of these two revolutions are only “most important” through their relevance to the destruction of the transatlantic slave trade.  Therefore we see the distinct framing and the roots of the discourse the Ten Years War as a war against slavery and the transatlantic slave trade, which in conjunction with other publications is expanded by notions of egalitarian nationhood.  

Noticeably missing, however, is any mention about the simultaneous revolutions connection to the concept of anti-colonial sentiment within Cuba, and its desire for independence.  The ‘Grito de Yara’ was itself an establishment of Cuba as independent from Spain.
 To further the implications of imperial undertones, is the focus upon events within the metropole permeating out toward the colony.  This conception of the metropole as being the center of empire, the decisive unit of power in its relationship to colony, is a distinct characteristic of the euro-centric modern episteme.  Lastly, when it refers to these revolutions as “the gain of Africa,” its political ambitions are made clear.  Thirteen days after the beginning of the Ten Years’ War, The African Times establishes its perspective in both directions of competing discourses.    


In yet another example, with an article titled “Spain and Emancipation,” published February 28, 1873, The African Times further enforces the idea of the Ten Years’ War as a war of abolition and anti-slavery.  It asserts, “King Amadeus has abdicated, and Spain is again without a monarch.  The change this time brings a new Republic into existence.  Any special interest of ours in this event arises from a consideration of the effect it may produce upon the abolition movement in that country, so closely associated as it is with the grave position of affairs in Cuba.”
  Particular attention to the events in Spain and Cuba is paid once again, strictly through the interest of its effects on the anti-slavery movement.  Though this contributes the Ferrer’s concept of the unique nature of the Cuban war, it is also an explicit confession of the limited structure through which The African Times perceives the Cuban revolution.  But perhaps even more revealing is the direction The African Times conducts its analysis, from metropole out.  


In framing the Ten Years’ War as an anti-slavery war, The African Times contributes to the Ferrer’s argument of the Cuban war being a unique expression of ‘raceless nationhood’ and anti-racist ideology.  That being said, it is clear that their framing of the war in such a way serves their purpose in their own nationalist fight for human rights in Africa.  

Both the Cuban discourse and the political agenda of The African Times are increasingly articulated through imperial overtones.  It could be argued that the overlapping of Imperial interests of Britain with the imperial collaboration and ideology of The African Times is a space of negotiation for the paper’s political agenda.  With the intended audience of the paper being both West African Diaspora and liberal Britains, framing their arguments and perspectives between these two discourse best serves their interest.  

In addition to the continuation of their bestowment of agency from metropole out, the concentric perspectives of The African Times and British imperial and public opinion on the topic of the Cuban insurrection can be seen through The African Times’ continued concentration on the anti-slavery element of the war, conveniently downplaying the anti-colonial element.  This adheres to British perspective as argued by Christopher Bartlett in his article, “British Reaction to the Cuban Insurrection 1868-1878.”  He states,  “…the cause of the Cuban insurgents aroused little sympathy or interest among the British public, save in so far as the Cuban revolt was forwarding the aims of the anti-slavery movement.  Many had been the British warnings that the continuance of slavery in Cuba and Puerto Rio…”
 and again he further argues, “…it appears that the fear of the loss by Spain of Cuba and Puerto Rico, should Spain be involved in war with the United States, still weighed heavily with Britain.”
  In other words, British imperial economic interests defined their concern on the Cuban question.  For reasons of ‘balance of power’ and economic interest, British preferred to keep Cuba Spanish.  

This combining of British national and imperial interests with the political interests of The African Times is evident in an article titled “Negro and Chinese Slavery in Cuba” published December 31, 1875.  The African Times ‘nationalist’ and imperialist perspective is made very clear.  The article is uniquely noted as being written by the editors of the paper, which makes the value of the perspective more poignant.  A very lengthy quote is necessary in order to capture the strength of both elements in their perspective.  The first part reads as follows, “As the only possession in the Western Seas which retains the cruel African slavery that heretofore absorbed, year by year, so many tens of thousands of the natives of West Africa, Cuba must now be a country deeply interesting to the educated West African.”
  This particular line of the quote reveals the Pan-African regeneration discourse through the concern by The African Times with the depletion of the African population by the slave trade.  Furthermore it reveals the audience and national affiliation of ‘educated West Africans,’ which infers a sense of nationalism with ‘western’ undertones.  It also, once again, frames the Cuban Ten Years’ War as significant in so far as its interest to West African elites.  Continuing with the quote:

The Gambis, the Grain, Gold, and Slave Coasts; Lagos; the Niger; the so-called Oil Rivers; the Gaboon; the Congo – at all of which the foreign slave traders made, throughout a couple of centuries, their abominable purchases of the poor kidnapped children of Africa, for the supply of the sugar and cotton fields of the Antilles, the United States, and Brazil – are now, happily, freed, thanks to the persistent and costly efforts of Great Britain, from pressures of the foreign dealers in human flesh and blood.
 

This quote is oveflowing with implications of imperial and also Pan-African perspective.  It first delineates the exploitation of natural resources in addition to human cargo, by ‘foreign dealers in human flesh and blood.’ The African Times goes to great lengths not to correlate this exploitation with British imperialism, but only ‘foreign’ slave-traders.  They go even further and deem Great Britain as the ‘liberator’ and ‘rectifier’ of these evils in spite of ‘cost.’  The agents of the dissolution of slavery are thus notably seen by The African Times as Great Britain, and not the egalitarian insurrectionists of Cuba.  Continuing with the quote:

Legitimate commerce has, in all these places, been making of late a very satisfactory progress; and a number of educated Africans constantly advancing in intelligence and wealth, give lie to those sneerers at the universal brotherhood of man, who because of the opprobrium which had fallen on the African race, as a natural consequence of their exposure from age to age as victims in the slave markets of the world, denied them those rights of humanity to which all but the black-skinned Negro were admitted to be more or less entitled.

This is an explicit argument against racial ideology of the intrinsic inability of people of color to be ‘civilized’ and progress along with Europeans.  It implies the political platform of the paper via the regeneration of Africa through imperial or Whig structures such as ‘progress’ and ‘education.’  This is again expressed more bluntly in an articles published in April of 1872, titled “Cuba and Slavery” when they assert, “It is all over now and Africa has no surplus of population.  She could utilize on her own productive soil a tenfold greater number people than the scoured slave-trade has left her.”
  This is an ironic expression of the paradoxes of liberal imperialism or pro imperialist universal humanism.  And continuing with the irony of The African Times conception of race and argument for the regeneration of Africa and Africans, they later state, “The insurrection is, as we pointed out some time since, a war of races…”
  Here we see the divergence of their discourse of Cuban egalitarian anti-slavery, in that they, through their imperial perspective, acknowledge and further the concept of race as a justifiable structure.  They do not acknowledge what Jose Marti expressed as the idea of race being an imperial construct.


The last apparent layer of imperial collaboration in the voice of The African Times, is their contribution or adherence to the Spain as the European ‘other’ ideology.  

In an article titled, “The Recent Debate on Cuba,” published June 24, 1872, The African Times directly and publicly announces their response to the slavery debate surrounding Spanish neglect of treaties with Britain held in the “Imperial Parliament-Slavery” article.  Both these articles bestow absolute agency in the discontinuation of slavery upon the imperial metropoles of Spain and Britain.  Through this lens, The African Times creates a dichotomy between these two metropoles.  In conjunction with assertions in previous articles, of Britain is the ‘liberator’ of African slaves, and Spain is the ‘despotic,’ ‘dishonest,’ and ‘uncivilized’ enslaver.  

This concept is echoed in American historical scholarship of Spain, with the so-called “Prescott’s Paradigm.”
  This paradigm basically views Spain in historical decline in contrast to the positivist growth of Britain and America.  In “The Recent Debate on Cuba” The African Times asserts, “If Spain finds herself confronted by a formidable insurrection, she has herself to blame …the citizens of Cuba, weary to death of despotism…”
  This quote first frames the insurrection as the result of Spanish incompetence and then uses of the word ‘despot’ to juxtapose Spain with the civilized Britain, creating the ‘otherness’ of Spain akin to the ‘Orientalist’ concept of the backward, ‘despots’ of the ‘Orient.’  This is a dominant discourse within British imperial ideology, echoed by Antonio Gallenga’s work, The Pearl of the Antilles.  Gallenga was hired by the British to go to Cuba and report back with an account of the war that was quite obviously written strategically along Britain interests.  He states, “Her (Spain's) efforts to maintain her footing in Cuba have, therefore, been most strenuous and unremitting; and they chiefly consisted in organizing a strong despotic and arbitrary Government…”
 and once again contends, “Spain has been at times an improvident and rapacious ruler; and although her own subjects in the Peninsula are so accustomed to be misgoverned that they hardly seem to perceive it, it has been otherwise with her vast Transatlantic possessions…”
  Gallenga’s use of ‘despotic and arbitrary government’ along with the concept of Spain’s incompetence, paints a picture of the Spain in contrast to Britain as ‘backward’ and despotic.  

Therefore we see the parallel between British conceptions of Spain as ‘other’ and The African Times’, when they reconfirm Spain’s incompetence and dishonor when they state, “Not that the Spanish authorities ever troubled themselves in the least to conform to treaty stipulations; they simply, and with constant pertinacity, wholly disregarded them.”
  This quote also reveals the sarcastic and cynical tone The African Times takes toward Spain’s lack of civil diplomacy.  One last important note that this brings up is the fact that though The African Times political agenda and imperial perspective are synonymous with British national and imperial perspective, The African Times’ one quarrel with the House of Commons had to do with the fact that the paper felt Britain’s stance against Spain was too weak.  The fervor, with which The African Times approached the broach of the anti-transatlantic slavery treaty, is a testament to their political and Pan-African agenda. 


In returning to the questions asked at the beginning of this paper, we now have a better understanding of how The African Times fits into the historiography of the Cuban Ten Years’ War.  I have attempted to show that The African Times prequels the historiographic argument of the Ten Years’ War as a discursive terrain for anti-racist ideology.  However, we can only begin to understand what this treatment of the war tells us about the greater Anglo-African perspective and contribution to both history and History.  As I have attempted to argue, the delineation of the Cuban Ten Years’ War by The African Times reveals two competing discourses between Cuban egalitarian nationhood and imperial collaboration.  

So how can these two concepts be reconciled?  Perhaps the story of the Cuban revolution through the voice of The African Times is a story of national identities struggling for their own interests.  Perhaps they can be seen as the overlapping of nationalist agendas through the convergence of racial ideology of anti-racism.  Perhaps this is an account of an unresolved paradox.  The Anglo-African voice behind The African Times sought the regeneration of West Africa through imperial structures, with imperial attitudes on the one hand, and on the other, a voice of universal humanism, rights for Africans and anti-racist ideology.  It is a voice caught between two identities.  Yet it seeks to use its ‘westernized’ and ‘modernized’ identity to reinstate the other.  In this way, the Anglo-African voice in (h)istory and (H)istory is the quintessence of the post-colonial struggle to do the same. 
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