QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEYS

CENTRAL SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

(FRESNO, KINGS, MADERA, TULARE COUNTIES)

INTRODUCTION

Good                            .  My name is _______________ and I'm calling from the Social Research Lab at California State University Fresno.  We're doing a brief survey about how people feel about where they live in the valley and other issues and would like to speak with an adult member of this household.

<SLANG> (Available in all years)
              1.  Interview conduced in English

              2.  Interview conducted in Spanish

SCREENING -- I'd like you to know that your participation is voluntary and everything you tell us will be kept confidential.  It's important for us to speak to people from all areas throughout the Central Valley so that the results will truly represent all the people in this county.  In order to do that I need to ask you a few questions about yourself.
<QREGION2> (Available in all years)
               What county do you live in?

               1.  Kings

               2.  Fresno

               3.  Madera

               4.  Tulare

               8.  DON'T KNOW

               9.  REFUSED

<SINTRO1A> (Available in all years)
         And could you tell me what your zip code is?
<QAA1> (Available 2008 and 2007 only)
I would like to start by asking you a question about the city or town in which you live.  In your opinion, what is the most pressing problem facing the city or town in which you live -- the thing that most needs doing or that needs changing so that your community can be improved?

TRANSITION -- Let's start by asking some questions about different areas of your life. What I would like to know is how satisfied or dissatisfied you are with each area.  So for each of these areas, tell me if you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied.

<QA1> (Available in all years)
   How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the community in which you live?


1.  VERY SATISFIED


2.  SOMEWHAT SATISFIED


3.  NEITHER SATISFIED NOR DISSATISFIED


4.  SOMEWHAT DISSATISFIED

`
5.  VERY DISSATISFIED


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

<QA2> (Available in all years)
   How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the neighborhood where you live?


1.  VERY SATISFIED


2.  SOMEWHAT SATISFIED


3.  NEITHER SATISFIED NOR DISSATISFIED


4.  SOMEWHAT DISSATISFIED


5.  VERY DISSATISFIED


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

<QA3> (Available in all years)
   How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with California as a place to live?


1.  VERY SATISFIED


2.  SOMEWHAT SATISFIED


3.  NEITHER SATISFIED NOR DISSATISFIED


4.  SOMEWHAT DISSATISFIED

`
5.  VERY DISSATISFIED


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

<QA4> (Available in all years)
   How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your life as a whole?


1.  VERY SATISFIED


2.  SOMEWHAT SATISFIED


3.  NEITHER SATISFIED NOR DISSATISFIED


4.  SOMEWHAT DISSATISFIED

`
5.  VERY DISSATISFIED


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION
 -- Now, I would like to ask you some questions about the direction things are going in California, the Valley, and your community.

<QB1> (Available in all years)
Do you think things in California are generally going in the right direction, or do you think things are seriously off track?


   
1.  RIGHT DIRECTION


   
2.  SERIOUSLY OFF TRACK


   
8.  DON'T KNOW


   
9.  REFUSED

:

<QB2> (Available in all years)
Do you think things in the Valley are generally going in the right direction, or do you think things are seriously off track?


   
1.  RIGHT DIRECTION


   
2.  SERIOUSLY OFF TRACK


   
8.  DON'T KNOW


   
9.  REFUSED

<QB3>(Available in all years)
Do you think things in your community are generally going in the right direction, or do you think things are seriously off track?


  
 1.  RIGHT DIRECTION


  
 2.  SERIOUSLY OFF TRACK


  
 8.  DON'T KNOW


  
 9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- Now, I would like to ask you a few questions about your financial situation.

<QC1> (Available in all years)
We are interested in how people are getting along financially these days.  So far as you and your family are concerned, would you say that you are pretty well satisfied with your present       financial situation, more or less satisfied, or not satisfied at all?


      1.  PRETTY WELL SATISFIED


      2.  MORE OR LESS SATISFIED


      3.  NOT SATISFIED AT ALL


      8.  DON'T KNOW


      9.  REFUSED

<QC2> (Available in all years)
During the last few years, has your financial situation been getting better, getting worse, or has it stayed the same?


      1.  GETTING BETTER


      2.  STAYED THE SAME


      3.  GETTING WORSE


      8.  DON'T KNOW


      9.  REFUSED

<QC3> (Available in all years)
What about the next 12 months or so?  Do you expect your financial situation to get better, get worse, or to stay the same?


      1.  GET BETTER


      2.  STAY THE SAME


      3.  GET WORSE


      8.  DON'T KNOW


      9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- Now, I would like to ask you a few questions about economic conditions in California, the Valley, and your community.

<QD1> (Available in all years)
How would you describe economic conditions in California now?  Would you say that economically, California is in good times or bad times right now?


     1.  GOOD TIMES

                 2.  BAD TIMES


     8.  DON'T KNOW


     9.  REFUSED

<QD2> (Available in all years)
What about the next 12 months or so?  Do you expect economic conditions in California to get better, get worse, or stay the same?


     1.  GET BETTER


     2.  GET WORSE


     3.  STAY THE SAME


     8.  DON'T KNOW


     9.  REFUSED

<QD3> (Available in all years)
How would you describe economic conditions in the Valley now?  Would you say that economically, the Valley is in good times or bad times right now?


     1.  GOOD TIMES

                 2.  BAD TIMES


     8.  DON'T KNOW


     9.  REFUSED

<QD4> (Available in all years)
What about the next 12 months or so?  Do you expect economic conditions in the Valley to get better, get worse, or stay the same?


     1.  GET BETTER


     2.  GET WORSE


     3.  STAY THE SAME


     8.  DON'T KNOW


     9.  REFUSED

<QD5> (Available in all years)
How would you describe economic conditions in your community now?  Would you say that economically, your community is in good times or bad times right now?


     1.  GOOD TIMES

                 2.  BAD TIMES


     8.  DON'T KNOW


     9.  REFUSED

<QD6> (Available in all years)
What about the next 12 months or so?  Do you expect economic conditions in your community to get better, get worse, or stay the same?


     1.  GET BETTER


     2.  GET WORSE


     3.  STAY THE SAME


     8.  DON'T KNOW


     9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- Now, I have some questions about the public schools.

<QE1> (Available in all years)
On the whole, how good a job would you say the public schools In California are doing -- an excellent, good, fair, poor, or very poor job?


1.  EXCELLENT


2.  GOOD


3.  FAIR


4.  POOR


5.  VERY POOR


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

<QE2> (Available in all years)
On the whole, how good a job would you say the public schools in your community are doing -- an excellent, good, fair, poor, or very poor job?


1.  EXCELLENT


2.  GOOD


3.  FAIR


4.  POOR


5.  VERY POOR


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

<QE3> (Available in all years)
At the present time, are there any children in this household attending an elementary, junior, or senior high school in this area?


1.  YES


2.  NO (skip QE4)


8.  DON'T KNOW (skip QE4)


9.  REFUSED (skip QE4)

<QE4_1> (Available in all years)
Would that be a public school?

1.  YES


2.  NO

<QE4_2> (Available in all years)
Would that be a private school?

1.  YES


2.  NO

<QE4_3> (Available in all years)
Would that be a charter school?

1.  YES


2.  NO

<QE4_4> (Available in all years)
Type of school – none of the above


1.  YES


2.  NO

<QE4_5> (Available in all years)
Type of school – don’t know


1.  YES


2.  NO

<QE4_6> (Available in all years)
Type of school – refused


1.  YES


2.  NO

TRANSITION -- We have just a few more questions.  Now let's take a look at your community.  Would you say you have a great deal of confidence, only some confidence, or hardly any confidence at all in the leadership in each of the following areas in your community?

<QG1> (Available in all years)
How much confidence do you have in the political leadership in your community?

             1.  GREAT DEAL OF CONFIDENCE

             2.  ONLY SOME CONFIDENCE

             3.  HARDLY ANY CONFIDENCE AT ALL

             8.  DON'T KNOW

             9.  REFUSED

<QG2> (Available in all years)
How much confidence do you have in the business leadership in your community?

             1.  GREAT DEAL OF CONFIDENCE

             2.  ONLY SOME CONFIDENCE

             3.  HARDLY ANY CONFIDENCE AT ALL

             8.  DON'T KNOW

             9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- Now let's talk for a minute about the way government deals with problems.

<QI1> (Available in all years)
How would you rate the performance of your local government in solving problems in your community?  Would you say it is excellent, good, fair, or poor?

             1.  EXCELLENT

             2.  GOOD

             3.  FAIR

             4.  POOR

             8.  DON'T KNOW

             9.  REFUSED

<QI2> (Available in all years)
How would you rate the performance of the state government in solving problems in California?  Would you say it is excellent, good, fair, or poor?

             1.  EXCELLENT

             2.  GOOD

             3.  FAIR

             4.  POOR

             8.  DON'T KNOW

             9.  REFUSED

<QI3> (Available in all years)
How would you rate the performance of the federal government in solving problems in the country?  Would you say it is excellent, good, fair, or poor?

             1.  EXCELLENT

             2.  GOOD

             3.  FAIR

             4.  POOR

             8.  DON'T KNOW

             9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- We would like to know whether you voted in some recent elections.  We don't want to know who you voted for, but just whether you voted.

<QI4A> (Available in 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 only)
Did you happen to vote in the 2004 presidential election where Bush ran against Kerry?

           1.  YES

           2.  NO (skip QI4B)
           8.  DON'T KNOW (skip QI4B)
           9.  REFUSED (skip QI4B)
<QI4B> (Available in 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 only)
Do you recall why you did not vote?  Was it because you weren't registered or for some other reason?

           1.  NOT REGISTERED

           2.  SOME OTHER REASON

           8.  DON'T KNOW

           9.  REFUSED

<QI4C> (Available in 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 only)
Did you happen to vote in the 2000 presidential election where Bush ran against Gore?

           1.  YES

           2.  NO (skip QI4D)
           8.  DON'T KNOW (skip QI4D)
           9.  REFUSED (skip QI4D)
<QI4D> (Available in 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 only)
Do you recall why you did not vote?  Was it because you weren't registered or for some other reason?

           1.  NOT REGISTERED

           2.  SOME OTHER REASON

           8.  DON'T KNOW

           9.  REFUSED

<QI4D2> (Available in 2008 only)
Did you happen to vote in the California primary that was held on February 5th?

          1.  YES

          2.  NO (skip QI4D3)
          8.  DON'T KNOW (skip QI4D3)
          9.  REFUSED (skip QI4D3)
<QI4D3> (Available in 2008 only)
Do you recall why you did not vote?  Was it because you weren't registered or for some other reason?

           1.  NOT REGISTERED

           2.  SOME OTHER REASON

           8.  DON'T KNOW

           9.  REFUSED

<QI4E> (Available in 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 only)
What about local elections--do you always vote in those, do you sometimes miss one, do you rarely vote, or do you never vote?

           1.  ALWAYS VOTE

           2.  SOMETIMES MISS ONE

           3.  RARELY VOTE

           4.  NEVER VOTE

           8.  DON'T KNOW

           9.  REFUSED

<QI4F> (Available in 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 only)
What about state elections--do you always vote in those, do you sometimes miss one, do you rarely vote, or do you never vote?

           1.  ALWAYS VOTE

           2.  SOMETIMES MISS ONE

           3.  RARELY VOTE

           4.  NEVER VOTE

           8.  DON'T KNOW

           9.  REFUSED

<QI5> (Available in all years)
Generally speaking, in politics, do you consider yourself as conservative, liberal, middle-of-the-road, or don't you think of yourself in these terms? 

           1.  CONSERVATIVE

           2.  LIBERAL

           3.  MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD

           4.  DON'T THINK OF SELF IN THESE TERMS

           8.  DON'T KNOW

           9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- We're just about done.  Now, I would like to ask you a few questions about crime.

<QJ1> (Available in all years)
Within the past year, do you think that crime in your neighborhood has greatly increased, increased, stayed about the same, decreased, or greatly decreased?


1.  GREATLY INCREASED


2.  INCREASED


3.  STAYED ABOUT THE SAME


4.  DECREASED


5.  GREATLY DECREASED


8.  DON'T KNOW


9.  REFUSED

<QJ2> (Available in all years)
Is there any area right around where you live -- that is, within a mile -- where you would be afraid to walk alone at night?


1.  YES


2.  NO


8.  DON'T NOW


9.  REFUSED

<QJ3> (Available in all years)
In general, have you limited or changed your activities in the past year because of crime?


1.  YES


2.  NO


8.  DON'T NOW


9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- Now I would like you ask you a few questions about homelessness.

<QHOME1> (Available in 2008 and 2007 only)
We know that some people in our communities are homeless.  How serious a problem do you think this is within the community where you live?  Is it a very serious problem, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not at all serious?

             1.  VERY SERIOUS 


 2.  SOMEWHAT SERIOUS 


 3.  NOT VERY SERIOUS 


 4.  NOT AT ALL SERIOUS


 8.  DON'T KNOW


 9.  REFUSED
<QHOME2> (Available in 2008 and 2007 only)
Do you think problems in the area of homelessness result more from the government not doing enough or people relying too much on government?

             1.  GOVERNMENT NOT DOING ENOUGH


 2.  PEOPLE  RELYING TOO MUCH ON GOVERNMENT


 8.  DON'T KNOW


 9.  REFUSED

<QHOME3> (Available in 2008 and 2007 only)
Looking to the future, who do you want to see take primary responsibility for reducing homelessness -- the government, business, community service organizations, or individuals and their families?

             1.  GOVERNMENT


 2.  BUSINESS


 3.  COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS


 4.  INDIVDIUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES


 8.  DON'T KNOW


 9.  REFUSED

TRANSITION -- This is the last set of questions.  Now I need to know a Little about you. The information you give us will be used for statistical purposes only.

<QSCHOOL> (Available in all years)
Which of the following categories best describe the highest grade of school or year of college              that you have completed?

                   1.  8 grades or less

                   2.  Some high school

                   3.  High school diploma

                   4.  Some college

                   5.  2 year college degree/vocational degree 

                   6.  4 year college degree

                   7.  Graduate school or degree

                   8.  DON'T KNOW

                   9.  REFUSED

<QMARITAL> (Available in all years)
What is your marital status? 

                   1. MARRIED

                   2. WIDOWED

                   3. DIVORCED

                   4. SEPARATED

                   5. NEVER MARRIED

                   6. LIVING WITH PARTNER

                   7. OTHER      

                   8. DON'T KNOW

                   9. REFUSED

<QKIDS18> (Available in all years)
Do you have any children 18 years of age or younger living with you now?             

                   1.  YES

                   2.  NO

                   8.  DK

                   9.  REFUSED

<QRACE> (Available in all years)
What race do you consider yourself to be?

                   1  CAUCASIAN OR WHITE

                   2  NATIVE AMERICAN

                   3  AFRICAN-AMERICAN OR BLACK

                   4  ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER

                   5  HISPANIC OR LATINO (skip QHISPAN)

                   6  OTHER                      

                   9  REFUSED

  IF NATIONALITY GIVEN (E.G., ITALIAN, AMERICAN, LEBANESE, IRISH)

  OR A NON-RESPONSIVE ANSWER (E.G., HUMAN RACE), REASK, SAYING:

  "WHICH OF THESE CATEGORIES WOULD YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF TO BE?" - 

   AND READ THE CATEGORIES

<QHISPAN> (Available in all years)
Would you describe yourself as being Hispanic or Latino?

                   1. YES    

                   2. NO     

                   8. DON'T KNOW  

                   9. REFUSED      

<QYEAR> (Available in all years)
Would you please tell me what year you were born in?                

              ENTER 99 FOR REFUSED

<QINCOME> (Available in all years)
Finally, this is our last question.  To get some idea of people's financial situation, we need to know the general range of incomes of all the families and individuals we talk to.  Think of the income before taxes of all members of your family living with you in [insert previous year].  Please stop me when I reach the category that best describes your total annual household income before taxes?

                   0.  LESS THAN $10,000

                   1.  10 TO UNDER $20,000

                   2.  20 TO UNDER $30,000

                   3.  30 TO UNDER $45,000

                   4.  45 TO UNDER $60,000

                   5.  60 TO UNDER $75,000

                   6.  75 TO UNDER $100,000

                   7.  $100,000 AND ABOVE

                   8.  DON'T KNOW

                   9.  REFUSED - REMIND THEM THAT WE ONLY

                                 WANT A RANGE NOT A SPECIFIC

                                 DOLLAR VALUE   

GOOD-BYE -- That concludes our interview.  Once again, thank you for your time.  Good-bye.
<ICGENDER> (Available in all years)
WHAT IS THE RESPONDENT'S GENDER?  NOTE: INTERVIEWER ENTERS INFORMATION.  DOES NOT ASK QUESTION.

                   1. MALE

                   2. FEMALE

<RACE> (Available in all years)
Race is a variable that is created by combining QRACE and QHISPAN.  

1.  WHITE NON-HISPANIC


2. NATIVE AMERICAN NON-HISPANIC


3. BLACK NON-HISPANIC


4. ASIAN NON-HISPANIC


6. HISPANIC 

<AGE> (Available in all years)
Age is a variable created from QYEAR.  

<W1> (Available in all years)
W1 is a weight variable to be used when you want to make county by county comparisons.  See notes file.

<W2> (Available in all years)
W2 is a weight variable to be used when you want to treat the four county area as a whole.  See notes file.

