NOTES

QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEYS

CENTRAL SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

(FRESNO, KINGS, MADERA, TULARE COUNTIES)
The Quality of Life surveys focus on life in the Central San Joaquin Valley.  Specifically, this includes Fresno, Kings, Madera, and Tulare counties. 
DATA COLLECTION

The Social Research Laboratory conducted telephone surveys of adults (age 18 and over) in these four counties.  Surveys were conducted in the SRL’s CATI (computer-assisted telephone interviewing) lab.  Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish.

SAMPLING


Random-digit dialing (RDD) samples were purchased.  Approximately an equal number of interviews were completed in each of the four counties to allow for county comparisons.  

WEIGHTING

Two weights were calculated.  W1 weights for gender and race of respondent and should be used when making county comparisons.  W2 applies an additional weight for size of county population and should be used when using the combined sample to make statements about the Central San Joaquin Valley.
CALCULATED VARIABLES – RACE, AGE AND YEAR

· AGE was calculated from the variable QYEAR.

· RACE was created from the variables QRACE and HISPAN.  RACE uses these two variables to classify the sample as White Non-Hispanic, Black Non-Hispanic, Native American Non-Hispanic, Asian Non-Hispanic, and Hispanic.

· YEAR is the year that the survey was conducted – 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008.

NEXT QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEY

The Quality of Life survey was not conducted in 2009.  It will be conducted again in spring 2010.

QUESTIONS

If you have questions, please contact Ed Nelson, Director, Social Research Lab at CSU Fresno (559-278-2275, ednelson@csufresno.edu).

