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through educational research, that the image of the institution olave &

crucial role in its future. I, for example, & college baz & vivid image

a8 & highly intellectual comwmunity of scholars, then it tends to become

i inteliectual parsvits are stizva

the campus tends

srpetuate and even ingresse it., A college having

yby school, on the other hand, has zn extremsly

bi

g

dlffienlt tiroe attysoting sexvious stadents, apd i it wishes to 4o 80, U

hee to do sormmethl

| socarats, 18 serves both the

is that the i i

- beling distoried or swasllowed up

by the extremely rapld rise of the public jusior
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students., Most investigators seem to feel thet an overall category of the
junior coliege student takes care of the matter. ﬁwﬂzé vet there ave some

erences betwesn the students enyolled in orivate

subtie and mf&@« rfetio il

junior colleges and these attending the public junior coll And it goes

without saving that there are messureable differences between juaior and

senior college sindents.

1 thought that it might be instructive today to take the very little re-

N4

gearch data which exists and to try to hold up 8 mirror so that you might
see the reflection of the private junior gellege next to that of the public

junior college. Mavbe we will find that they are were similar than you

£ £ #

think ~- or perhaps differences will appear in unsxpected places «- ov it's

just possibie that your image ls already 3o cloudy that the studenis can't

t@ll the difference, snd the reflleetions as seen in the charvacterisiicos of the

and sowme of you have vadoubtedly participated

g B

in the study which I will quote, I am using the ACE's 1 1966-1967 surveys

> countey,

%f';

of gome 250, 50 students at over 300 colleges throu

The 1967 two-year cellege population consisted of some 62 jusior colleges ~-
42 of which wers publle, 11 chureh related pnd 9 independent. Co-eduncational
collegee as well a3 mens' snd womens' collegss are included. The gample

is not had, The ACE two year colleges are a little short in the cburcherelated

ares hut otherwise it can be considered roughly 2 ten percent sample of the

tworyear colleges in the country.
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All 1 cne paint for you is 8 pleture of how you lock as & group when
compared with groaps of jour-year colleges and poblic two-year colieges.
As vou probably all know there are greater varistions between the individual
eolleges represented in this roor than there are between private junior
golleges and publle junior colleges as groups of colleges. In other words,
if this description dosz not sousd like you, you must be one of thoss who
is different. But to the extent that you shave & concern with the image of
the srivate junlor colleges then the following Jdescripticns wust be gon-
gidared relevant. I hope vou will beay with a somewhat stacente report
of the findings, but I think that I would rather use the llomited thre awilable

g0 pat the resulis befove vou than

s togethe v owith

%

the appropriste sonnecting verarka,

o

s

i, The studenis ln private juslor colleges tend to come from howmes

A &

i which the perenis ave beller sducsted than those of the studeniin the

pabllic two-year college 2% peyeent of the fathers of public

junior eollege students have had at least some college work, 36 peycent of
youtr students have {athevs with some eollege backgrounds. In order fte put

these figares in proper perspective, however. we should note that acvoss

P

all institutions of higher education included la the ACE survey, about 43
peycent of the fathers bave had some college study., CUn this lndex ag well
25 on moest of the otheys which I will meption this morning, yvour students

11l hetween those sttending public junior colleges and those who are {reshmen



in » broad category of four-year colleges which includes everything {rom
non-selective state colieges to the highly elite private liberal arts collsges,
Degpite the somewhat highey educational backgrounds of thelr parents. vour
students do not seem to come from notably higher income brackets than do
students in the public junior colleges. Eleven percent of your students

and 10 percent of the publie junior college students say that the parentsl
income is over 15, 009 » venr. It is guite possible, of course. that there
are fewer working mothers in vour popelation and that this acoounis foy

the sroall differencs to be found in parental incomes. Thiz hypothesis tends

%

w &

to be varified by the attitude of vour atudents regarding the place of married
wormen, Sisty-elght percent of your group think that married women belong

8t home, and this is guite the largest proportion of students 2t any kind of

zaropus holding what s in these daye & rather conservative viewpolnt,

&
[
{&,{,{j\éu

Later, I will commeny on the genersl conservatism of the private junio

coliege student,

£. As might be predicted from the educational backgrounds of their
pavents, the private junior college students bave higher educationsl aspir-
ations thap the publie cellege students. Student groups, of courss, are
notorious for showing higher educational sapirations then %m%iavﬁmﬁmﬁm
For example, 95 psreent of the four-yaar collepe students say as {reshmen
that they hope te attain st least 2 bachelour's degree. A8 you km}wg gomewhat

iess than half of them will actually complete four years of college work,
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Almost three-guarters of your students say that they hope to altaln 2 bachelor's
degree and this may be compared with abeut &5 percent for the public junior
spliege students.
3. The greater interest of private junior college students in highes
stucstion iz slso refllected in their lovestigation of possible admiseions to

other colleges. éw;,,» b pablic

mm

untor college studsnts {68 percent) 4id not apply
b any other college, While about half of vour students made ne other applica«
tlons, ahmoast a guarter of thew applied to one othar college and the remaining
guarter applisd to two or more colleges. This concers with college choics in
not 88 great ss that shown by the four-yesy college student, but it is more than
that diaplayed by studenis sttending public two-year golleges,

4. It is of considerable interest to note thai the private junior college
students sre wore llkely than students at apy olher kind of college to have
been influenced by thelr parents in the college cholece. Fifty-one percent of
your students claim that parental inflvesce was s wajor influence in thelr
college decision. Friends are slso an lmportastsource of influsnce ap ave
vour ¢oliege representntives. Students entering publie junior eolleges are
anly slightly more likely than yvour students to be nfluenced in their vollege
splaction by high school teschers and counselors. Twenty percent of vour

-

students cite high school teachers as having been the major sourece of influsncs,

B

somparedwith 23 percent of the students in public two-vesr colleges.
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5. Your students show rather large differences {rom those in the public
two-yeer colleges on the reasons they give for belng altracted to your college,
Fop the public junior college, the big atiraction is the low cost, For private

colieges, 30 percent cite the academic reputastion of the college, with almost

#

as many {33 percent) belng attracted by the opportunity for religious sffillation,

&, You may be surprised to learn that orivate junior college students
as & group have high school gradee that are vary aimilar to those in the publie
junior colleges. Thirty-four percent of vour students had a high school average
of B or better conparsed with 32 percent for the vublic colleges, For the

3,

he fgure is 61 percent with & grade of B or better end st the

&

yoay colleges &
apper level we would fad 76 percent of the stndents attending private

anlveraitics with bigh schonl sversges of B or higher,

7. There ig & very slight tendency for the private collage freshiren fo
have had somewhat more experience o high school leadershin posts than the
public lunior collegs students, but two-year college students in genaral

cluster below four-year collegs students on 3 wide vaviaty of high achasl

achieverments such as baing elected president of » high school student ovrgan~

ization or having bad an origins! writing published in high school or editing

the school newspaner or atiaining membership in the scholastie honor saciety,

B, The cbiectives whieh students consider lmportant form ap

interesting proflle for private lunior college students., There is & definite pattern
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3 {continued)
te the ways in which they are like public junior college students and the
ways in which they are like the four-year college siudents. In heneral,
the public junior coliege students are more likely to reflect the striving
for upward mobility through education that is typical of the lower zocio-
economic backgrovnds frow which they corwe. As 2 group, the private
college students ars much more prone than public college students to
value objectives such as helping others in difficulty, becoming 2 commun~
ity leader, and developing a philosophy of life. OUn these non-materialistic
values, they are more like four-~year college zﬁﬁ;‘&ﬁﬁntﬁ than they are like
junior college students on the woore intellectual interests such as writing
original work or creating works of art or keeping up with political affairs
they are more like oublic junicr college students than they are like four-year
college students who generslly reflect 2 much greater interest in
intellectual activities, Taking s broad look at all of the ACE data and
placing it in the broader context of what we know generally about college
gtudents, it appears highly probable that private junior college students
are more like four-year college: students in terms of socloeconomic
background and more like public junior college students in terms of

intellectusl interests.
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9. One of the very important factors in evaluating the image of the
private junior college is the consideration of how your students describe
their college. As freshmen, surveyed before they had had very much
experience on the campus, the students in private junior college had these
observations to make:

a} As is typical of so much of the data, private junior college students

rated their colleges more intellectual than the public junior colleges

but less so than the four-vyear college students, For example, 17 percent

of the students attending public junior colleges ‘said that the atmosphere

of the college could be considered intellectual; 27 percent of your students

felt that this was a characteristic, and 39 percent of the four-year

college students rated intellectual atmosphere as descriptive.

b) Although not many students anywhere consider their colleges victorian,
private juhior college students were more likely than any other group to
rate victorianism as characteristic. Eight percent of your students,

4 percent of the public junior college students and 4 percent of the four-

year college students felt that their colleges were victorian.

c) Private junior college students are much more likely than public to
rate their college atmosphere as warm. Thirty-nine percent of the
public college students but 68 percent of yourb students describe the
college atmosphere as warm. For four-year colleges the figure is

66 percent.

d} Your students are more likely than students in any other kind of

college to feel that the atmosphere is conseraative. The only group




d) continued

that comes close are the public junior college students, only 33
percent of whom see their college as liberal. ILess than one-fourth
of your students would say that the term '"liberal'l applies to their

college.

10. I was quite amazed to see how well the rest of the data supported
your students conceptsof campus conservatism. Perhaps the one thing
that sets your students apart from any other students atfending junior
colleges or the various categories of senior colleges and universities is
their generally conservative point of view. In part, this may reflect an
historical tradition But it may also reflect an interest of conservative
parents wanting their children to begin their college careers in a private
junior college. This may or may not be a problem for you,but the image
of a private college is probably such that parents have some reason for
believing that their college-age son or daughter will have somewhat
greater attentién 'and supervision than is offered in either the public
junior college dr in a four-year college.

This image is supported to some extent by the findings that your students
were more likely than any other group to have been influenced in their
college choice by their parents. The fact that there is some tendency. for
the students themsevlves to see the college as victorian may also offer
modest support for this image. Remember that the students answered

the survey before they had been at the college very long. 1I'd like to spend
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a little time on this image of conservatism because it may have important
implications for your future. By conservative I am not referring essentiall?,.
to a political stance». I'm using the word in the sense of Webster's

definition which is, one who is disposed to the maintenance of existing views

or a cautious or discreet person.

Perhaps I can make the picture clearest by picking out the items on the
ACE questionnaire on which your students are at an extreme end of the
continuum among all types of colleges surveyed.

Student s at private junior colleges are more likely than any other
group of college students to:

1} Have chosen their college because they perceive that other students

there were like themselves.
2. Feel that their beliefs are similar to otherg
3. Feel that married women belong at home.

4. Feel that scientists should not publish findings without considering

the possible consequences.
5.  Feel that colleges are too lax in dealing with student protests.

6. Feel that the college has a right to ban a controversial speaker.

7. Feel that student publications should be cleared by college

officials,

The picture conveyed by the fact that your students seem to stand out

from all other grgups of college students on these attitudes is subject to

several interpretations. But before I make any of them let me remind fou
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that we're not talking about how much conservatism, we're talking about
the proportion of students who endorse particular attitudes. In other words,
it doesn't mean that your students are necessarily more con¢servative
than others -- it means that you have a larger concentration of cautious
stadents who are not eager to mix with new and different people and to
confront new ideas.

From the nature of the statements used, you can make the prediction
that you are very unlikely to have to deal with student protests. Your
students are generally accepting of college authority and furthermore,
they are not very eager to bring new ar controversial ideas onto the
campus. And this is the interpretation that could raise a warning flag
to you.

In most of our research on college students, we are finding that those
who seek a comfortable environment with people like themselves around
them and with no outside forces to disrupt their tranquility show some
rigidity and lack of openness to new experiences that makes it extremely
difficult for new learning to take place. In this kind of environment it
is difficult for the college experience to make much difference. They leave
the college, hopefully knowing a little more, but otherwise unaffected in
terms of attitudes and values. 1In general, highly able students at the
prestige four-year colleges are the most adventuresome of all young people;
They are the most eager to ’meet rew people and to cope with new ideas.
They are also the most likely to show change in the direction of greater
flexibility, increased tolerance, more interest in ideas, and greater

objectivity as théy progress through colle‘ge. One could also observe,
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I suppose, that they are the most likely to cause trouble for their parents
and college administrators, with their independent and sometimes immature
thinking.

Nevertheless, the selective four-year colleges are showing increassing
interest in the adventuresome student who has done something out of the
ordinary. You may or may not want to take extra steps to expose your
students to new experiences in college {remember that the parents may not
be looking for this). From everything else we know about students, it is
likely that your students who transfer to four-year colleges are somewhat
more open than those who do not. But it is worth noting that your typical
student myg ht anticipate some difficulties in adjustment when plunged into Ae
@ different atmosphere a{ most four-year colleges.

I don't know how much of this is new to you. While it should not be
considered kx the final word in the description of the private junior college
student, it does raise some questions which might be worth discussion, and
personally I would hope that it would be possible for you to test out some of

these hypotheses in your own research.
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