AMERICAN EMBASSY,
TOKIO.

Decesber 11, 1906.

wr. 'rmt to NMr. Root.

SUBJECT: The agitation in San Franciseo regarding the admission
of Japanese children in the public schools.
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To the Honorable Elihu Root,

|

Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sir:

I have the honor to confirm my enciphered telegram
of the 1lst. instant, reading as follows:
"Secstate, Washington.

"Eas Jpopy of Metcalf's report been sent to me? Newspapers

"here publish conflicting statements regarding its nature"

No authoritative statement as to the exact cause
of the trouble in regard to the attendance of Japanese chil-
dren in the public schools of San Francisco has as yet been re=
ceived here. Some telegrams published in the daily newspapers
have indicated that the difficulty is not due to the fact mereli.
that the objectionable pupils are Japanese, but mainly to the
advanced age of many of them, as well as to their lack of
knowledge of the English tongue, which lack interfered with
the instruction of other pupils. In my conversations with
officials of the Japanese Government, I have assumed that this
was probably the case, but to be in possession of the exact
facts in the matter would be of great advantage.

The telegrams published here, particularly those ap=-
pearing in taht portion of the Japanese press which is printed
in English, have been (.u will appear in the clippings herewith
enclosed) of a most contradictory naturesand this has been
characteristic of the telegrams in the Japanese press during
the entire San Francisco agitation. From these conflicting




and fragmentary statements it has beenextremely diffioult to

gain any exact idea of the real state of affairs.
I have the homor to be,
84r,
Your Obedient Servant,

. £ gk

Enelosure: Clippings as above,
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