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SAN FRANCISCO.

If the trouble between the United States
and Japan be not easily adjusted the fault
will be with local American newspapers. We
who have watched Japan closely through this

most unhappy phase of her foreign relations,
are constrained to bear unqualified testimony
to her remarkable self-control. Perhaps she
does not deserve much credit for the fact. .
For it would be difficult to persuade any
educated Japanese that an unfriendly senti-
ment could be entertained or an unfriendly
act deliberately committed towards his coun-
try by the American people. The Japanese
did not set out with any special bias
in favour of the United States. True it has
become the fashion with some historians
to speak of the great boon conferred on
Japanby the Americans in breakingdown her |
isolation, and to laud Commodore Perry for .
thesauve tacthe issupposedto have displayed
in forcing his country’s society on a nation '
which would fain have kept all the outer
world at arm’s length. It is also the notion |
of certain publicists that Japan very speedily |
recognised this boon and appreciated the
commodore’s politendss.  Such fancies are

emotional. Assuredly the Japanese of the '
present day are glad that the * black ships "
came to Tokyo Bay 50 years ago, and
assuredly they reckon Commodore Perry

a benefactor. But at the time of his advent
they heartily disliked him, were thoroughly
hostile to his proposals, and did not discover
in his methods anything that might be taken
as a model of courtesy. Besides, they are
not so shallow as to imagine that Perry
came or that his Government sent him for |
the sake of benefiting Japan, That kind of |
pretty fiction makes them smile,and it is not ,
at all upon such make-believes that they |
base their friendship for the United States. |
It is because they have never received
anything but good at America's hand ; be- '
cause she alone among the States ofthe West
has treated them with uniform justice and
sympathy ; and because her schools, her
colleges, her private houses and her factories
have always welcomed their students with
liberality and thus contiibuted largely to the
successes they have achieved in the world,
None of us who have lived long in this land
can fail to recall the years—many years-=
when to be an American was to possess a
sure passport to the affection and hospitality
of the Japanese. England as Japan's ally
now shares the popularity which long
belonged to America alone, but this exten-

sion of Japan's amity in a new direction has
not weakened its steadfastness in the old,
Hence no one conversant with history
will give Japan large credit for the for-
bearance she now displays towards a friend. |
Still the fact has to be recognised. No,
apanese newspaper has shown any heat or
mpatience; no Japanese publicist has
allowed his faith in the good will of Ame-
rica to be shaken. It has been different
with the San Francisco newspapers. The
excuses they have offered have been subter- |
| fuges. The cause they have advocated is
 insulting. The stories they tell are false and
vindictive. What is it but a subterfuge to
pretend that the attendance of adult Japanese
at primary schools has inspired the exclusion
movement, and what but a subterfuge to
, allege that byadmitting Japanese students the |
schools become over-crowded? To regulate
the limits of age is within the competence of
all cducational authorities, and congestion '
can not be caused by an addition of less than
| one per cent, to the number of school-going
| children.  Side by side with these disingenu-
; ous pretences the San Francisco newspapers '
(have frankly declared that the Japanese
must be segregated from contact with
' American citizens. They pretend not to
~understand that such segregation would be
(in flagrant violation of a treaty which
,guarantees to the Japanese in America
treatment absolutely equal to that en-
joyed by any European nationals. And
to create a final prejudice against Japan,
they represent her as planning the absorption
of America’s outlying territories, the Philip-
pines first and Hawaii second. The latest
rumour—as to trained Japanese soldiers pro-
ceeding to Honolulu in the garb of labourers
—is a dcliberately conceived falsehood which
clearly betrays the character of the San Fran.

cisco agitation, But it will be vain for these
journals to contrive devices for alienating
Japan's friendship. The disposition of the |
Japanese is to-day precisely what it has been
throughout the whole complication, namely,
! an earnest desire not to retaliate or to resent
 but to remove as quickly and as effectually
as possible this temporary cloud upon the
horizon of the two countries’ relations, So
small a cloud will never overcast the '
.:eky]fjapan can avert such a catastrophe, and
it will be averted as long as the grcat'bulk:;
ofthe sane American people continue to display |
a kindly mood, and as long as the President, !
speaking for the nation he so worthily re-
presents, utters the noble sentiments
embodied in his last address to Congress.
Japan is taking the right course when she |
trusts her friend to see that she obtains |
Justice, and we are very sure that her con-
fidence will not be misplaced.
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