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Februsry 14, 1:06,

1 leve to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 1st inst:nt wherein JOU make some remarks in regurd
to the attendance of Japanese at Americun schools und with
which you enclose & newspaper clipping contsin ing & numbep
0f statements in regard to the position 0% Americuns in
Japen, &s to the tp ith of which you dasire information,
Having caused an Investigution of the points Spocifi=
Cully referred to in Jour coummication I gm enabled to ipe
form you that of the items printed in the ¢lipping you en=
close under the heading of "Coercion of americans" 411 are
absolutely untrye or grossly misleading, with two exception:
1t is true thut individygls foreigners are not allowed
t_o owm land or mines, Japanoia corparations, however, aven
if composad eBClusively of foreigners, &y own land op
hiness (In this commsction 1t may be noted thut in severul
Of our States foreigners are not allowsd to own lgnd),
There are some five or six semi-governmental op sub=-
sidized corporations in Japen, in which foreigners ney not
hold shsres, but such cases & pa 8xceptionals 48 to morte
guges, the position of individual foreigners toward them
would perhaps be affected by the fuct that they may not,
as 1ndividuals. own land,
1t my be romarked thet individus foreginers cun hola
land undor exceadingly long leases; end also ti U many lots
are, in foct, held by them under berpetuul leusas, Thare

are many foreignors rosiding and doine business in Japan znd
g ¢ & D

nothing




nothing is heard of uny discriminztion ugaingt them by the
courts, or of any serious embarrassment to them in matters
of real estate or eecuritiss,

No objection to the attendance of foreingsras at Japtnese
schools has been heard ofy 48 & matter of fact most foreign-
ers in Japun wish their children educated in their ovm lan=
guage, and therefore, make Separate provision for their edu~
cation,

Foreigners ars permitted to reside and travel freely
throughout the Japansse enpiYa,

There are no serious restrictions upon yuchtings Indeed
this pustine is very popular among tha foreign resid mts,

Cince the abolition of treaty rights anad oxtraterri-
toriality by the treuty of 18v4 there is no such thing as
& permit ot leuve & treaty port, and s said above, foreigne
8rs go freely every where,

There are no sxcessive charges ‘o foreigners at Japan=
8s@ the:tres and hotels, unless they ask for different und
exceptional accomodutions, when, of course, ther would
naturally pay more,

The alleg tion of discrimination aguinst foreigners by

the courts of Justice is quits unfair,

v
Prom the aboe vou will see how utterly misle: ding  re

the rash generalities cortained in the ¢lipping as to which

you




3=

you have asked iiformation,

In further reference to this subject I enclose s clippe

ing from the Vashington Star of the 16th ultimo which pur=
ports to contain an officisl contradiction of allegutions
similar to those trunsmitted by you.
I am, “ip,
Your obodisnt servant,
ELIHU ROOT,

Bnoloswreo,

George B. Mclaughlin 3sq.,

433 Huntington Building,

Los Angeles, Cal,
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