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| The Honorable Flihu Root,

Secretary of State,
Washington.
_‘Sir:—
I have the honor to annex hereto readings of tele-
grams/on the subject of the San Franeisco school question, as

follows:

Reaging o{ Telegram seat Febrgarylgzi
» . " received " 15th
= ’ . . " 20ths /

I have also the honor to enclose translations from
the Japanese newspapers indicat ing the manner in which the
news of the settlement of this vexed question has becen receiv-
ed in this country, It will be noted that the general tone

e
of these articles is one of satisfaction and that, while the
settlement reached leaves, peraaps, much to he desired on the
part of Japan, it was the best one possible under existing
circumstances.

The account of the interview witn Viscount Hayashi,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, taken from the "™ainieni Dempo”
(the Tokyo edition of the Osaxa "Mainichi Shimhun"), of the
20th instant, is of especlal interest. According to tnis rcl
port the Viscount takes occasion to correct the misapprelen-
sion that exists on the rart of many leading news; apers and
the Japanese publie generally on the subject of the provisions
of the Japanese-American treaty with respect to the restric-
tion of immigration. He also points out that the settlement

80 unohjectionable to Jepan has been largely due to the earn-
? est efforts of the President, and that the result is such
, that he deems the negotiation of a supplementary convention

| will be ﬁnnecassary. I am of the opinion that the publica-

tion of this interview at this time will go far to correct




the opinions of the Japanese public on this important subject.
I will take the opportunity to carry out your in.

struction contained in the closing paragraph of your telegram

of the 19th instant, which has Just been received, at an ine

terview waich I will have with the Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs tomorrow.

I have the honor to ha, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

9 ( /In—F/
‘t//-{_ oo C LU/ 7 54 }«;{




(Reading of Telegram Sent February 9ti, 1907.)

Secstate, Washington:

I just had a" interview with Minister for Foreign
Affairs in which I gave him fully your views as set forth in
yours of the sixth and especially the impossibility of include
ing in treaty right of naturalization of Japanese subjects.
fa stated that he had received a cable from Aokl outlining
your views, that whilst it w-s probably true as pointed out
by me that under existing treaty Japan had no right to oh-
Ject to San Francisco School Board ordinance, nevertheless Lis
people are impressed with the belief that under proper construe-
tion of treaty they had such a right and therefore they would
feel that to accede to Jour proposition was simply to exclude
Japanese lahorers without any corresponding concession. I
suggested 1t could be readily explained t' at under existing
treaty our Government had right to exclude lahorers and that
the doubtful right 4o enter school on hasis of most favored
nation would be made secure and certain. He replied it was
largely a matter with the administration of preserving amour
fropre of Japanese to which I replied that whilst recognizing
the importance of this I hoped that it might he accomplished
by the treaty proposed by you with proper explanations to his
people. He asked if we might not have a private agreement b
which school ordinance would he repealed and Japanese lahorers
excluded from nited States, To this I replied that it did

not seem feasible for reasons which I gave him and w ich need

not be repeated lere. H- said that he would at once conau?i//”

with his Cahinet and inform me of regnlt,




(Reading of Telegram Sent February 13th, 1907, )

Secstate, Washington:
Confidential I have Just had call from Denison
on the subject of treaty (period) ¥e 8ays he believes that

Japan will agree to treaty with us under wiich school privi-

.1egeu of the most favored nation shall he given her subjects

in the nited States and Japanese laborers excluded as you
propose provided our Government will agree that Japan may
make customs union with Korea by which there may be free
trade between Korea and Japan Such customs union could not
be effective until the same treaty was made with other powers
and it would he part of the treaty with us that the United
States should have the same tarirf rights as any otler third
power. Denison says Cahinet anxious to ohtain some con-
cession that will silence opposition and prevent resentment
againet Americans lere (period) I helieve treaty can be
agreed upon in a few days on the terms suggested by Denison.
If you comeur wonld it not he well to have a general clear-
ance by including trade mark treaty as outlized in your
telegram roceived January thirty-first.

Wright.




(Reading of Telegram Received February 15th, 1907.)

Wright, Tokyo:

Yours thirteenth President favorably impressed
by suggestion regarding Korea (period) If such arrangement
made trade mark provisions might be included (period)
Ascertain and cable definite form of agreement regarding
Korea desired by Japanese Government (period) Situation
here favorable to repeal of school resolution regarding
Japanese children and substituting of regulations for class-
ification of children on the vasis of age and knowledge of
language applicable alike to children of all nations (period)
One inducement to this is inelusion in pending immigration
bill of clause permitting President to enforce limitation
in Japanese passports (period) This based on suggestion
made to us hy Japan several weeks ago that we should refuse
passage from Hawail to Pacific Coast to Japanese having

passports for Hawaii only. ROOT.




(Reading of Telegram Received February 20th, 1907.)

Wright, Ambassador, Tokyo:

New immigration law passed both houses greatly re-
stricting immigration from all countries contains following
clause (Quote)

Provided further (comma) that whenever the Presi-
dent shall be satisfied that passports issued by any foreign

‘government to its citizens to 20 to any country other than
the United States or to any i-sular possession of the United
States or to the Canal Zone are heing used “or the purpose of
enabling the holders to come to the continental territory of

the United States to t e detriment of lahor conditions there-

in (comma) the President may refuse to permit such citizens

of the country issuing such passports to enter the continental
territory of the United States from quch other country or

from insular possessions or from the Canal 7one (period) (end
quote)

Under this authority the President will enforce
limitations of passports issued hy Japanese Government and
whenever the occasion arises will apply same treatment to
passports issued by other countries. School Foard of San
Francisco have announced determination to revoke resolution
claimed to discriminate apainst Japanese children (period)

For the purpose of meeting difficulties existing in school ad-
ministration (they will adopt ?) appropriate regulations with-
out diserimination, They propose adopting following repgila-
*ions (Quote)

Section one. Children of all alien races who speak
the Fnglish language (comma) in order to determine the proper
grade in which they may be entitled to he enrolled (comma)
must first be examined as to their educational qualifications
by the principal of the schools where the application for ene
rollment shall have been made.

Section two. That no child of alien hirth over the




ages of nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen
and sixteen years shall he enrolled in any of the first, second
third, fourth, rifth, sixth, seventh or eighth grades respec-
tively.

Section three. If said alien child shall be found
deficient in their ahility to speak or deficient in the slew
lents of the English language or unahle to attend the grades
mentioned in Section two (comma) hy reason of the restrictions
mentioned therein (comma) such children shall »e enrolled in
special schools (comma) or in special classes estahlished ex-
clusively for such children as aad in the manner the Board of
Education shall deem proper and most expedient (end quote)

We hope that this action will %e regarded with sat-

isfaction hy the Government of Japan (period) Express t&\\

the Gove nment of Japan informally our hope that she will
withhold issue of passports for United States mainland %o
laborers skilled and unskilled and our wish to proceed with
negotiations for treaty, A

ROOT,




Fichi Niechi Shiudun,
February 18,1907,
RESTRICTIONS UPON IMMIGRANTS IN THE
UNITED STATES,

( Editorinl Artiels ).

8ince the expulsion of the Japansse school children in
8an Franciseo carried out in October last, four monihs have
elapsed, and we note that the question is nearing a solution.

Our nation has from the beginning highly ap.reciated the
good=will of the Fedsral Government of the United States;
while President Roosevalt's Message to Congress, which was
characteriged by the spirit of justice and generosity, has
called forth the admiration of thee whole world. The Japansse
Gevernment has followed the dictat=s of justice and reason
in its calm maintenaneces of the right stipulatsd in the treaty.
Ve are sure that impartial obsarvers have recornized the

fact that, in spite of the indiscration and violence of the
Californians, the Japanase have always been patient and free
from excitements Though the invastigation of the cacs nas beon
submitted to the court, yet the American Faderal Govarnuent
does not seam satisfied with the forth-coming judicial ds-
cision. 1In order to arrive at a radical setileuent of the
qua:tlon, the Federal Government has summoned the Californian
authorities to Washington. Notwithstanding various obstacles
our recent cable wessagas from abroud inform us that the affair
is about to be settled on condition that the migration of.
Japanase laborers from Hawail to the wainland of the United
States will be adequately restrictad. .

The Secretary of State of the United Stabes has re-
cently introduced in Congress a Bill for amending the Immi-
gration Act, the gist of which is, according to our own and
Reuter's telerrams, to jut soms restrictions upon immigrants

coming to the mainland of the United States via her island

possessions. The Bill atms to restrict the validity of




(2)
passports, issued by foreign govarnments to the island
possessions of the United States, to those localities where
the holders of the passports first arrive. The idea is
to check the influx of foreign lumigrants to the mainland
from the island possessions. Though the new restrictions
are applicable to all foreign immigrants alike, it is only
the Japanese immigegnts that g0 to the mainland of the
United States fwom her island possessions. It will tlus be
seen that the restrictions are really directed against the
Japanese only. Singe it is only Hawaii that the Japanese use
as & stepping- stone, the real objeet of the Bill is to prevant
the migration of tha Japanese ladorers from the Hawaiian
Isdnds to the Pacdfic Coast, It is reported that the Japane
e8¢ Govarnuent is to have the right to reject Amarican laborers,
but it will be o reciprocal sxclusion oaly in name, for no
Arerican laborers come to Japan, TFor this reason, some peop-
Re in this country rarard the conceesion of the Japanasa Govarne
ment as tco great, whils the Japansss in Californda are sald
to be protesting against it on the groung that the restricé-
ions are an infringemant of the treaty rirht and will under-
uine their entarpriges. Though we are far from rezarding
the new restrictions as an arrangsment favorable to Japan,
yet we do not hasitats %o accept the settlement thus reached
as the best possible one, It should be remambered that
nearly all Japansse laborers in the United States have gone
thers via the Hawaiian Islands. Thus, for instance, 10,000
Japanesa for Hawaii have successively found their way to the
mainland of the United Sstes, Though the Furopean fmmigzrants
can vote, the Japanese are not entitled to that richt, Taks

into consideration this drawback togaether with the tremsndous

influx of Japaness laborers that has bean going on for sone timg

and one will be able to imagine just why the Californians
came to attempt to exclude the Japanese. Of course ws should

not hesitate to protest arainst any unwarranted axclusion




(3)

under the present tre2aty, Persecutions and insults that the
Japanese have received at the hands of the Californians must
not be overlooked from the standpoint of humanity and civi-
1ization, not to mention them as guestions bearing upon the
treaty right, It should however be remsmbarad that the cansura
ing of the Californians is one thing and that the steps to

be taken for settling the San Francisco question are quite
another thing. Since the cause of the agitation against

the Japanese laborers in California hae bsen clearly ascer=
tained, the only sensible way is to endeawor to reamove the
cause permanently. This is what we wmean by saying that the
new restrictions are really unavoidable. According to other
reports, the new Japanase-Aunerican agreament inecludes a clause
relating to the right of the Japanese to become naturalized
in the United States. The Japaness in the United States

are constantly subjected $0 persecutions in one form or anoth-

er, because they ecan not vote, though with reference to such
personal qualities as diligence, temperance and honesty the
Japamese favorably compare with the Muropean immigrants.

When 'the Japanese become naturaliged in the United States and
exercise their right to vote, the positicn of our countrymen
will undsrgo a complete change. When the politicians

court the popularity of their constituents, they will not

fail to consider the voted of the Japanese. We hops therafore

that a clause providing for the naturalization of the Japanese
will be included in tha new agreement. We also Mope that
our diplomatic authorities will not be remiss in this particu-

la® point,




Enclosure Ne. Despateh No.!']d

Mitorial frem the “gluwo Shimbun® of February 19, 1907

( Translation. )

UNSATISPACTORY SATISFACTION"

THE AMENBMENT TO THE U, 8, IMMIGRATION ACT AND THE SAN
FRARCISCO SCHOOL QUESTION,

Sesesrersssncen

Ve would not be so indiscreet as to state that the
noble and determined stand taken by President Roosevelt,
in his Message to Congress, in dealing with the anti-
Japanese movement is finally to be but poorly realised.
In comparing the various reports recently received, howevey
we find that the school question Bas been settled by
means of an amendment to the Immigration Act. The
American Government has authorized the President to
refuse to recognize the passports held by irmigrants
coming to the mainland of the United States from her
island possessions. The J hpanese children will be

admitted to the public schools of San Francisco if they

are under 14 years of age and pass the examinations.
Though we have not yet received any further information,
& sort of comprouise secms to have besn brought about
between the Californian authorities and the Washington
Goverrment. It is a compromise brought about bty the
conceseion of tha TFederal Government with refarence
to some of the Californians' arguments. May we not say
that this 1s not what we were led to expect?

The amendment to the Immigration Act imposing
restrictions upon the migration of the Japanese from the

*r . s
D&We. ~
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Hawaiian Islands dees not surprise us. The wonderful
demand for laborers in the United States, due to the
recent development of the western states and especially
to the San Francisse earthquake, has induced the
Japanese in Hawaii to migrate to the Pacific ecast where
higher wages are offered: The Hawalian sugar planters
have therefore been greatly embarrassed, and it is a
fact that they have applied to the Washington Govern-
nent for assistance, prepesing some measures calcul-
ated to dring about a situation faveradble to them.

At the same time the Californians' agitation against
the Japanese has been intensified on ascount of the
enormous influx of the Japanese from Hawaii. From
the standpoint of the Federal Government, it is natural
to take into consideration the eenditions prevailing in
Califernia and Hawaii in imposing seme restrietions
upon foreign immigrants. It oha.uu however be remen-
bered that at present scarcely any Japanese laborer
goes direet to the mainland of the United States. The
pudbliec knows how careful the Japanese Governuent has
always been not to give offence to the American Govern-
ment on aceount of labor questions. This belng the
case, the new restrictions directed against the mi-
gration of the Japanese fron Hawaii will eventually’
undermine Japanese immigration to the United States

in general. ¥his makes us feel rather uneasy, but the
fact that the operation of the new restrictions is
subject to the President's will may be called an in-
stance of “unsatisfactory satisfastion. ® Owing to the
recent development of the western part of the United
States, the demand for laborers has become more urgent

than ever, and Japanese labor constitutes an important




factor in the development of the United States. The -
Japanese immigrants are thus offered higher wages than
ever, and the more of them the better for the United
Btates. Nothing is more unreasonable than for the
Anerican laborers to exclude foreigners from tneir
country merely for their private consideration. The
enlightened President of the United States is no doudbt
avars of the circumstances, and yet he has chosen to
accept to some extent the demand of the local authorities.
Herein lies the President's anxiety, and we are not slow
to appreciate the dslicate circumstancas under which he
is placed. We have no particular objection to the age
and scholastic requirecents which the Japanese children
have to satisfy. But it should be reweubered taat the
fapanese school children must be reinstated witnout any
condition. It must not be in exchange for the new
restrictions upon Japanese immigration, nor must it be
accepted from the San Francisco muthorities as in any
sense a favor. The one must not be confusad with the
other. In conclusion we may state that, though we are
dissatisfied with the amemdnent to the Iumigration A ct,
yet the careful consideration of the past and future of

our relations with the United States teachss us to

endure what is extremely hard to endure. Let us Ehere-

fore wmait for definite news with patient resignation.




Translation,
Mainichi Dempo of
Pebruary 19, 1907,

THE SETTLFMFNT OF THE QUESTION OF JAPANESE
IMMIGRATION IN THE UNITERD STATES,

Our recent special telegrams from Washington have ree
ported the rejection by the Benate of the Japanese Exclusion
Bill, together with the paseage of the Government Bill authore
izing the President to refuse to recognize passportes held by
foreign immigrants coming to the mainland of the United States
via her insular possessions, Thus it will hé seen that the
immigration problem of long standing, which had an intimate
bearing upon the San Francisco school question, has been settled
for a time, The terms of settlement are, however, extremely
unfavorable to this country and the result is a matter for proe
found regret, '

It should he rememhered that the school question in San
Francisco is, after all, one phase of the moveumsnt for excluding
tle Japanese, It is one of the many ways in which the Asericans
on the Pacific Coast persecute the Japanese under variove pre-

texts, Can our diplomatic authorities deny the charge that they

have been unwittingly induced to exchange the school question for

the more fundamental problem, the exclusion of the Japanese people?
The exclusion of Asiatics has been a very ammoying problem in the
United States which, if left unsettled any longer, will gradually
impair the cordial relationship existing between Japan and that
country, Though it may be that there will he no i1l feeling he-
tween the two governments or the thoursntful sectione of the two
nationg, yet the question might possibly pave the way for a

freater misunderstanding hetween the majority of the one people

and that of the other., For that reason we, for one, have heen




(2)

hoping that the present question w11l he settled specdily and
petmanently, But in settling the question the President has
acted as arbitrator hetween the Federal Government and the San
Franciscan authorities, assigning the position of third party to
Japan, whose interests in the matter are more important than those
of any other party, XMoreover, the fact that the settlement has
bl.en reached at the costs of the interest of the third party is
not worthy of the confidence ani s *eer #f which the American
Government is universally held. It is almost a deathehlow to
our emigration with reference to the United States. The only
criticism we can make is that this is another piece of Japan's
indifference and laissez faire foreign policy,

Our Foreign Office has hitherto been afraid of America's
111 will, and has heen cautious in issuing passports to our
emigrants going direct to that country, Notwithstanding the non=
existence of any restrictions upon Japanese immigration in the
Treaty, our Government has been humble enough to consent to what
virtvally amounts to Japanese exclusion, The only way for or
enigrants to enter the United States has been to land first in
the Hawaiian Islands, and to proceed to the mainland later, Tre
nueber of Japanese emigrants allowed by owr Government 6o go to
Hawall was 4,000 a year, but it has been cut down to half that
nuwther on account of the school question, Qur Government has
thus hecome more and more backward in its attitude toward the
Arerican Government, and even the freedom of mirratigzztﬁu main-
land of the United States from Hawaii is now subject to the will
of the President, Though the several conferences heitwecn Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Ambassador Aoki may indicate the existence of

tore sectet understanding as to the President's authority to re-

lect passports, vet from the standpoint of the President, whose

reeition rests upon the reople's will, no such understanding
should exist, Did such a thing exist it could not be depended

"ron, At this stace, however, we find that the migration of




(3)

Japanese from Hawaii to the Pacific Coaet is to be stopred almost

entirely by the President's executive order, The resolution

just adopted in thi Senate practically memas closed doors to

Japanese immigration to the United States, Setting aside for a
time the bearing of the question upon our economical interests,
1t must be admitted that the Japanese-American Treaty is now
subject to important unwritten reatrictions.

Though the immipration problem has thus been settled,
disgracefully, it must not be reparded es a permanent setilement
of the pending problem bet-een Japan and the United States, From
the standpoint of this country, it is highly unreasonable that
the Naturalization Act should not be applicable to the Japanese
in the United States. If the Japanese can become naturalized in
the United States and enjoy the risht of citizenship as do all
Arericans, a question such as the exclusion of the Japanese will
be settled naturally, President Roosevelt has lons recognized
the significance of this point and has recommended to Congress
an arendment in favor of the Japanese people, We therefore take
the liberty of urging our diplomatic authorities to cease being
too humble and conciliatory and to endeavor to bring ahout a
further development of the relations between Japan and the United

States,




Translation,

Tokyo Asahi Shumbun, February 20th, 1907,

JAPANESF=ALFRICAN COMPROMISE,

So far as principle is concerned, the San Francisco
affair has been settled, As the result of the conferences

between the President and the San Francisco authorities, as well

as of the diplomatic communications between the Governments of
’I

Japan and the United States, the American Government is said to
be about to enact a law prohibiting the migration of Japanese
from the Hawaiian Islands, It is also reported that upon the
enactnent of the said law the San Francisco avtlorities are to
repeal the segregation order, According to the explanation of
the Japanese authorities, our Government regards the school
question as entirely different from the amendment of the Immi-
gration Act, and it has communicated to the American Government
its willingness to confer on the immigration problem after the
settlement of the school question., It has also been explained
that the Japanese Government has never given consent to the proe
rosal cf settling the school question in exchange for the new
restrictions upon Japanese i)migration, This is rerfectly
reasonable, The situation, however, has become such that the
San Francisco authorities remain obdurate, and the President
hesitates to start a constitutional controversy; while the oute
come of the lawsuit pending at San Francisco is uncertain, It
is natural at thie juncture for the American Governuent ot th;nk
of the provieione in Article IIX of the Japanese-Arierican Treaty,
The affair has reached the stace where Japan has to submit here

self to the will of the American Government, Such a turn of the
affair should have been anticipated by the Japanese authorities
ct the start, However,it way be/ that they really anticipated it.
If so,.the result of withdrawing the protest in regard to the
school guesticn cannot be regarded as a success on the part of
our diplomatic authorities, As we have already pointed out,

the migration of the Japanese from Hawaii to the mainland of the
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United States would have been sooner or later adequately rese
tricted by agreement between the Governments of Japan and the
United States. Though we join our compatriots across the
ocean in regretting the turn of the affair, yet it should be
remembered that we did not give away that which we should have
retained, The fact is that we could not help it.

The question that has now presented itself is whether
or not the new amendment ie sufficient to remove permenently the
causes of the antieJapanese agitation in California., Accordimg
to our special telegram from Ban Francisco, the Mayor of the
city has declared that the present amendment is a step towards

Japanese exclusion, From the standpoint of te California
oltasv

agitators, the new restrictions #pon Japanese im ipration nay

rnal‘qw‘ be, indeed, not quite satisfactory; but in reality the amendment
e Tfu is a complete legislation for excluding the Japanese from the
. United States, If the American Government prohibits the migration of
Japanese now in Hawaii to the Pacific Coast, and if the Japanese
Government refuses, .as heretofore, to issue passports to laborers,
then scarcely any Japanese can enter the linited States. The
Californians, however, may not te satisfied with the settlement

just reached, and may be obdurate enough to keep insulting our

countrymen, In that case, we must, of course, appeal to the

reason and conscience of the American people in oraer that the -
Californians may not do us any violence. We confese that it is

a matter of profound regret that in gpite of the President's
recognition of our contention in the earlier stages of the affair,
the proposal 6o change the one question for the other was virtually
imposed upon us, - Though we appreciate his anxiety and the unfavore
able turn of the affair, which is beyond control, yet we are a
little disappointed at the result when we recall the President's
first determination to carry throwh his argument even though it

start a constitutional controversy. But the past is the past;
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we cannot do anything with it, We congratulate ourselves on
the settlement of such a troublesome affair, which otherwise
might have been far more unsatisfactorily settled, It is to

be regretied that the circumstances have allowed the California
agitatérs to get the better of both the U, S, Federal Governe
mént and the Japanese Government., The Japanese nation, however,

must not hold a prudge against the American Government on that
account,
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Translation, Mainichi Dempo, February 20th, 1907,

VISCOUNT EAYASHI ON THE PROGRRSS OF
THE AKFRICAN AFFAIR,

The Ninister for Foseign Affairs Interviewed by a
Representative of the lainichi Dempo.

ficcording to our special telegram from Vashington, the
amendment to the lumigration Act bearing upon the troublesome
question between Japan and the United States, has passed both
Houses of Congress, Viscount Hayashi, Minister for Foreign
Affairs, willingly complied with our request for an interview on
the progress of the Japanese-American affair, and received a meu~

ber of our editorial staff yesterday afternoon at his official

residence, Our representative asked the iinister whether or

not the gettlement of the Japanese-American affair as reported by
our correspondent at Washington was authentic., The genial

face of Viscount Hayashi broke into smiles as he answered ,

Our Washington Telegraus,

Yesterday I read your special telepgram from Vasningtion,
which is almost identical with owr official telegram received
yesterday. Though, on account of different ways of translating
Tnglish, the one may he somewhat differently interpreted from
the other, yet, on the whole, the settlement just reached agrees

#ith your special telegram from Vashington,

The Japanese-American Treaty and
Japanese Immigration,

Tt is to be regretied that the fundamental significance
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of the Japanese-American Treaty should be overlooked, even hy
the influential newspapers. I call your attention to one clause
in Article II of the Treaty of Comuerce and lavigation between

Japan and the United States of America. It reads as follows;-

"It is, however, understood that the stipulations contained in

this and the preceeding Article do not in any way affect the laws,
ordinances and regulations with regard to trade, the irmigration
of laboeers, police and public security, which are in force or
ray hereafter bhe enacted in either of the two countries,"

The term "trade" in this clause does not mean commerce
in a broad sense, but it no doubt means cafes, restaurants, etc./
As to references to the immigration of laborers, police and public
security, it is needless to smw dwell upon those things at length,
Since the concluelon of the present Japanese-American Treaty
in Varch, 1895, the American Government 1as beep @ree to exercise
the right stipulated in this proviso, But 'pffhaa the American
Governmzzi/%xetciaed this rizht before? There are two reasons,
In the first place, moderate immigration hes nct heen regarded
a8 injurious to the interests of the United States, 1In the
gecond, the American Government nas been refraining from exercise
ing that right in order to uaintain undisturbed the cordial
friendship existing hetween the two countries, Too many Japanese
laborers nave recently found their way to a section of the United
States, California, where, as a result, conflicts of interests
have arisen with respect to economic prohlems, public security,
etc, This state of things has culminated in the agitation for

Lhe exclusion of Japanese lahorers,

President Roosevelt's Disinterested
Efforts,
I must tell you that President Roosevelt “as heen pay=
inz esvecial attention to this problem for a long time, He has

poe

“ndeavored to refrain‘te resort,to the treaty rignt for gettling
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the qrestion, his idea being to hring about a compromise or an
un'ritten understanding, It has, however, been found that the
interests of both parties do not coindide very satisfactorily,
The result is the amendment to the Immigration Act, which has
Just passed both Houses of Congress. You may remember that
tﬁis Bill wae first introduced in Congress last year, but was
left untouched on account of the closing of the session. It
should he remembered that the American Government “as this ﬁime
exercised only a part of the right stipulated in the Treaty.
Japan should therefore aprreciate the 'rofound good-will and
forghearance of the American Government shom her up to the
present day., Thowsli it has heen reported that a supplexsentary

trealy of commnerce and navigation may be concluded between the

5
two countries, you will see that there is no reaon for concluding

svch a compact if you compare the clause I have cited with the

attitude of the Anerican Government,

The Diplomatic Cormunication hetwe=n the

Tr0 Governuents in Future,

Though, prior to the actnal operation of the Auend eat
to the Immigration Act, the American Goverrnment may once more cone
fer with our Government on the subject of co-operation, vet it
is altogether different from the conclusion of a supplenentary

treaty,

The Future of Japanese Euirration to
Hawaii,
So far as Hawaii is concerned, no restriction
will he jmposed in the future won our amigration, There are at
‘esent some 70,000 Japanesge in the Hawaiian Islands, where they

“re prosrerously engaged in various lines of business and labor.




It is needless ‘o say that there is vet room in Hawaii for our
anigrants,

Nos that we are facing the present question hetween
Japan and the United States, some people nmay go hack to March,

1895, when the yresent Treaty was concluded, and eriticize the

flawe and insufficient provisions in it, But vou must remember
I

thi
that in those dare we were dealins with 8 rreat problen of

1

aholishing e congular jurisdiction, and our Government-as vell
28 the veople at larre did not hesitate to gacrifice anything in
order to accomplish that ohject, Some people mey shift the
argument and ask why the Japanese Government sver consented to
consular guxtt jurisdiction, but it was unavoidable under the
circunstances existing in those days., The whole nation is ree
sponsible for sheh a state of taings, At any rate, President
Roosevelt has from the heginning hirhly aprreciated the cordial
friendship existine hetween the two countries, and has exausted
all possible means for settling this question., Our nation
ousht to be grateful to the President for his profound roodwill

shown us in this affair,
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THE SAN FRAMCISCO QUESTION.

It is stated in Tokyo that the American
Government had intended originally to await
the decision of the law courts as to the
legality of excluding Japanese children from
the San Francisco Schools, but in the in-
terval while the case was awaiting trial, theie
grew up in the States a strong and an in-
creasing tendency to insist that each State
of the Union must be left absolutely free to
manage its own educational affairs after its
own fashion and without any interference
whatever from the Federal Government.
This sentiment developed such force that jts
| influence upon the decision of the law courts
 promised to be effective, and consequently
the President resorted to the method of
amending the immigration law by way of
placating San Francisco. The Japanese
Government was consulted as to the latter
device, but it replied that the two things
must be kept entirely separate, and, there-
{fore, that pending the settlement of the
education question, there could be no dis-
cussion of the labour problem. Asa matter
of fact Japan, in view of the pour-parlers
that took place on the occasion of negotiat-
ing the present Commercial Treaty with
America, is not in a position to demur to
the restricting of labour immigration from
| Hawaii, and it is thought very probable that
the United States Government, when it

drafted the amendment of the Immigration |

Law, had assured itself that Japan would not
' raise any objection, especially as the amend-
ment was not directed against Japanese
in particular, or against any specified
nationality, Of course it does not follow

that by abstaining from protest against
the amendment Japan pledges herself to en-
dorse the manner of enforcing the altered
law. Her ha..ds remain quite free in that
respect. Here we may mention that a
discrepancy is observable between our ver-
sion of the text of the amendment and the
version published by the Tokyo press. Our
version runs that the President may veto
the admission of a certain class of passport.
holders should he consider that their coming
is ““to the detriment of labour conditions "
in the States. The version of the Tokyo
press has it is “to the detriment of public
security.” There is a marked difference,
nor can we think that the “ public security ”
version would be likely to have satisfied the
California folks. That is a minor matter,

ample discretionary power is reserved to the
President; too ample, indeed, we are

however. Whichever version be correct, |

inclined to think, “for, after all, it is
scarcely wise or safe that these matters
should’ be abandored to the control of
individual " caprice. President Roosevelt is
a strong man and can be trusted to
hold the scales of justice evenly what.
ever weight may be in the pans. Indeed,
for the matter of that, history warrants the
forecast that every American President will
 be a strong and justice-loving mafislrate. |
 Nevertheless it would be easy to indicate
| politicians who, while their chances of |
 reaching the White House are not inconsi. ,
' derable, could not be expected to deal very |
fairly with this labour question. Meanwhile, |
although the greatly vexed question which
threatened to assume such troublesome pro-
portions, has thus been shelved, it will
obviously be necessary for the United |
States Government to approach Japan with |
reference to the carrying out of the amended
law. The Mainichi Dempo observes that the
| Foreign Office in Tokyo has always
exercised the greatest caution in gﬂming,l
passports to Japanese subjects proceeding to |
the United States, and that since the occur- |
rence of this San-Francisco question such
caution has been doubled. But the stream
of Japanese labour from Hawaii was com- |
paratively unrestricted. The Maimchi
Dempo and the Kokumin Shimbun do not |
hide their dissatisfaction with an arrange.
ment which they regard as a great con-
(cession on Japan's part without any
adequate guid pro guo, but they do not
explain what legitimate means Japan could
have employed to oppose legisiation of the
kind in question. The former journal in-
sists that until the naturalization law of
the United States is amended so as to
permit Japanese subjectstobecome American
citizens, the question can not be considered
settled. The Chuo Shimbun, under the
title of * satisfaction amid dissatisfaction,”
expresses itsell pleased that this power of
discriminatory veto has has not been entrust«
ed to the hands of local officials but will doe
exercised by the President himself. That,
at all events, is some consolation. The
Japanese Emigration companies will be the
principal sufferers. Labourers for the States
“wd Hawaii have been of late a main source
of profit to these companies—there are five
| large companies and some smaller ones—, for '
Hawaiiitself is already pretty amply supplied, [
| There is consequently much agitation among
the companies, and as their directorates
| include very influential men, they will doubt-
less succeed in getting the matter introduced
in the Diet. It does not appear from San-
’ Francisco telegrams that the anti-Japanese
| section are by means satisfied. They are re- |
presented as claiming that they have won '
a great viclory, that the President has
had to lower his colours, and that they
need only renew their agitation if they
desire to secure the complete exclusion of
Asiatic races from their midst. Ork' €
other hand, the industrials whose &nfer-
| prises are virtuglly dependant upon a full
supply of cheap labour are said to be up'
in arms against the new bill. ,I
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EMIGRATION TO AMERICA.

Tur Foreign Office having closed its
lips on the progress of the San Fran- |
cisco affair, nothing can be stated
authoritatively in that connection;
but there are circumstances—the tele-
graphic reports among others—which
would make it apparent that the school
question has finally resulted in a sel- |
tlement of a sort. We call it a set-
tlement of a sort; hecause it seems
to be of the kind that severely puts to
test the conciliatory spirit, or rather
the power of disinterested judgment,
of the average Japanese. How deeply
Japan has appreciated the noble and
fearless stand President Roosevelt has
taken in the cause of international
justice and treaty rights, cven since
the outbreak of the San Framtisco
embroglio, ad how unchanged is cur
attitude to Americans as a whole who
are themselves unchanged in their !
cordiality towards wus, need not be
retold, as al this has been dwelt upon !
| over and over again. And there can
{be no doubt that the amicable setle-
ment per se of the affair is hailed with
satisfaction in this country, for the
slight condition the Californians are

said to insist upon is immaterial to
' the main issue; hut associated with it,

| —not by our choice certainly—is the i
problem of our emigrants to America, |

whose movemenis are to be henceforth |
restricled as according fo telegrams

so far received, "The restriction can-
not but touch keenly our sense of
sacrifice, if not of pride. Tt is to be
hoped that the Americans will duly
note that we would not be in a mood
to be easily induced to countenance this
new development but for the historical
friendship that binds our country with
them.

It is a known fact that for many
years back our Forcign Office has fol-
lowed the policy of restricting the
free exodus of emigrants destined for
San Fratcisco. The policy originated
in the desire on our part, to remove
what might cause the rise of an anti-
Japanese spirit in California and its
spread -all over America. We con-

rceived and adopled it not so much to
please the Californians as to protect

our interests in America, as well as
to maintain the good relations between
the two countries. Whether it was a
fortunate policy or an unfortunate
one to start with, does not matter now;
by we took it upon ourselves to carry
it out for the purpose intended. As
it has since happened, the annexation
of Hawaii by the United States has
made it practically a dead policy, by

| cality, and our policy of restriction has

' President the power to refuse at his
| discretion all foreign emigrants com-

reason of the fact that our emigrants
going unrestrictedly to that island, |
have become enabled to re-embark and
freely land at San Francisco or any
other port of the Pacific States as
coasting travellers. The latter turn
of affairs has proved extremely ad-’
vantageous to our emigrants; but it
understood that the ad-
vantage has rested on a nice fechni-

shou'd be

been destroyed in its efficiency by the
fact, 1t follows, should there arise
circumstances that called the policy
into existence, some arrangement mast
needs be adopted to replace it. Un-
fortunately such circumstances bave
arisen, and they must be faced. It is
at such a juncture that the American
(iovernment enacts a law giving it

ing from its insular possessions the
right to land in America. The law
is tco apparently aimed at our emi-
grants but {echnically it stops short of |
heing discriminating and therefore be-
ing at variance with our treaty rights. :
The situation, then, is that the ad- |
vantage hitherto enjoyed technically !




by our emigrants is henceforth to be
 denied them by a counteracting tech-
' nicality, and we do nut see how we
(ean successfully dispute the validity

of this ingenious arrangement, especi-

ally as it amounts to giving effect to
our own policy of restrietion. But
mther than have the humiliation of
seeing our emigrants refused landing,
it is perhaps wise to enforce the re-
striction of our own accord,  Thus
reagoned, we will have to acquiesce in
the s ttlement arrived at; for it is no
time for us to lend cars to instigaling
outsiders who would tell us that our
pride, cur national dignity has been
injured.

One thing should be reinembered,
| however, and it is that, tachnicality or
' 1o technieality, the loss of an advant-
I:IIL'(‘ onee enjoyed legitimately cannot

but be felt sharply. And this is es-
pecially the case in international de-
alings, and the Americans will not
think it unnatural if they should find
some people amongst us, more suscep-
tible than others, who would believe
that our diplomacy has been over-
reached, though we curselves would by
all means discourage such ideas. Be
this as it may, there is the naturaliza-
| tion question next to be attended to, a
' question that has already been em-
phatically referred to by President
{ Roosevelt, It is a question that af-
teets very materially the interests of
!nur nationals in America, and we are
ll;mxilms to sce it satisfactorily solved
 as speedily as possible.
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