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It has, trom”time to time, been &
source of chagrin and humiliation to
the people of S8an Franclsco, and we
might even say of California, to be
forced to admit that a large number of
the dally journals published on tais
Pacific Coast are blackmalling sheets,
plioted by scoundrels who have long
deserved a coat of the proverbial tar-
and-feathers. Bullt upon foundation
stones that stand today as & reeking
monument to the criminal tendencies
of the men who wlelded th: pen in
the earller days of California, several
of our journals have brought the blush
of shame to the fair check of this com-
munity; and yet the peop.s of San
Franclsco have now come to find out
that, after all, even with such rotten-
ness and corruption to be found in a
certain sectlon of our own local press,
we cannot attaln to that dizzsy helght
of complete debauchery in journallsm
that Is to be noted on the part of cer-
tain of the newspapers of eastern cities.
We cite as a falr example of this re-
fined scoundrelism in the editorial room,
that much-quoted and proud newspa-
Per, the Washington Star. The Star
is published In the city of Washington,
L. €, and finds its way Into many de-
cent homes despite the fact that when
the Thaw trlal was In full blast it
printed nasty excerpts from the testl-
mony which the author of the most
vile hand :dodger ever known in these
parts would not dare to bring to the
light of day And this rottenness,
ihlcl: flourishes in high places as we
occasionally find 1t, now leads the edl-
tfﬂ of the Washington Star to publish
A tirade againat the Board of Education
of San Francleco, which tirade makes
of this vehicle for slime, the Washing-
ton Star, a ridiculous crier that plainly
deals in defamation as a mere matter
of course, and that seeks popularity by
pandering to the passions of whatever
slsment It most desires to please. In
speaking of the Boara or waueation of
San Francisco, the Japanese matter,
etc., the Washington Btar on March 23,

1807, employs In part the following
language:

Bome of the men implicated were
leaders In the episode which for a
brief season wo greatly embarrassed
this government in its relations
with Japan.

They were active to the point of
danger and overflowed with bluster,
It was no fault of theirs that our
friendship with the greatest of the
Asiatic powers was not destroyed

of the Star to know that the people of
the Pacific SBtates respect and applaud
the Board of Education for heeding the
wishes of the President in the Japan-
ese matter, and, like reasonable men,
shaping thelr course so as to make the
way easy for this nation in the task of
avolding war with a foreign nation, It
might also jnterest the reportorial
hacks who fling this slime for the dis-
credited Star to know that the rational
and sane stand taken by the members
of this Board of Education in interpret-
ing & law that rides upon California's
statute books, has won the admiration
and respect of the legislators of this
entire country and of the highest and
best element in all the BStates. Of
course the bespectacled blockheads whe
sit at the helm of the Star's private
ship of defamation do not even know
that the District Attorney of Ban Fran-
clsco, who I8 the head and front of the
so-called crusade agalnst “grafters,”
but recently emerged frem the Scheel
Department, where he served a term
an Superinteadeat of Schools, and that
he says the School Department is clean,
And the sachool directors homest, fair
aad decent men, ?

Like many another far-heralded In-
stitution in Washington, D. C., the Star,
of which 8o much has been heard,
! dwindles upon close examination to a
Ipotty. barking, subservient sheet, and
the muck-flingers who run it become
common scoundrels at short range. The
Star goes down in & heap with the rot-
ten legislators, the unworthy institu-
tlons and the disgraceful combinations
which 80 astounds a Californian when
|he visits the East; and It can only
be noted finally that the Star, find-
Iing its level, as all foul waters must,
with the very lowest of the blackmail-
Ing founte of this country, is but to be
classed with the rest of the licensed
€rooks of the “dignified” Kast, where
flourishes many an Institution that
would be flung to the junk pile aid it
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but dare to ralse Its head hereabouts,
The Board of Education need feel no
sadness at the lying and unjust com-
ments of the putrid Star, for the people
!af the West are now made acquainted
| With the actual caltber of this unwor-. |
thy sheet from Washington, and the
people of the Rast,
have heen aware of
of the
years,

we have mo doubt, |
the exact character
Iylng newspaper these many |
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Their TI maneuver was a
fraud-and their expression of devo-
tion to labor Is no better. They
‘sre simply boodlers, working In
office or out of it for their “own
pocket all the time.” They have

The looting of a elity in its flush
days, its boom days, is bad enough,
but to seize a city prostrate from

and hold 1t down
for booty - ol-

‘ism. And that Is what these men
have done, Some of them are con-
‘feasing In the hope of escaping
punishment.
- Japan will not crow over this ex-
posure, though there is the excuse
that her friendship for us survived
the flurry produced by these men
and their abettors, and she will
take note rather of the energy with
ch we are moving against them.
In the phrase very famiifar among
themselves, they “overplayed their
hands at every point of the game.”

btunﬁ.mﬂumorjuml-
iam who wield the muck-spade for this

* dirtlest of all the proud metropolitan

Journals in the East, are not aware of
the fact that the. Board of Education

1y, to say mothing of Governor Blanch-
Ard of Louisiana and Mayor Berman of
New Orleans are unworthiés teo low 1o
be deserfbed. And it Is such falotic
“h“m that hbva Avaseel shs _as
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