STATRUENT OF JAPANESE VIEW CONCERIJING RWCEIT AGSAULTS IN SAN
FRAIICISCO.

In the first place the Japanese residents in San Fraucisco
recognize the fact that present conditicns in this city make it very
difficult for the authoriti es to extend full protection. They under=-
stand that the strike upon the street railroads puts a heavy tax
upon the police force and that it is impossible to puard all places
at all tines against the lawless elements of the community.

They are fully convinced, however, tht much of the violence
to which they have heen suhjected is due to racial prejudice, and
that the attemnts which are haing made in certain quarters, to have
it appear that the trouble is confined to quarrels between lahor-
ing men, incidentally involving the Jjapanese, are without founda-
tione.

In support of this view they direct attention tc¢ the fact that
the Japanese restaurants have heen systematically aanoyed and simul-
taneously attacked. Hardly a day goes by, in the territory south
of larket Street, that some threatened demonstraticn is not made
by roughs and hoodlums against Japanese places of husiness in that
quarter.

On May 20th the Lion Restaurant at 124 Righth Street was threat-
ened and several persons assaulted.

On the same evening the Korse Shoe Restaurant, at 1213 Folsonm
Street was completely wrecked and the Folsom Street Bath Fouse, at
1214 Folsom St. was attacked and its front windows broken in.

On May R1st, the Lion Restaurant was again heseiged by a mob
and its patrons assaulted.

On May 22nd the California Restaurant, at 1271 Howard Street
was the scene of a demonstration.

On May 24th and 25th the White Star Restaurant, at 596 Third
St. was threatened.

The uniformity of these expressions of hostility to Japanese
enterprises precludes the idea that they are the accidental results
of chance rows batween white lahoring men. They are entirely dis-
tinet in character from the act of violence growing out of the
street car strike, where capital and labor are at war. They are
clearly an expression of race prejudice, to which the people of no
other naticnality are at present subjected.

The Japanese residents of San Francisco further insist that

no provocation has heen piven, for tl utras They
S0 _JTARacaiion Ang DAk 4 n, for these outrares. Theyr are peace-

111y enpape n lawful ccecunations, the risht to which 1is guar-
anteed to them by treaty gtimulations., Thev bhelieve that thev are’
fully justified in protestirg arainst acts which place their prone
erty in jeopardy and their lives in peril, and the); denounce as une
just such public criticism as attrihutes treir clats nts to i
"cockiness™ and canrice. ' TR SORURSISE T




They simply desire that the true facts of theee assaults should
e placed hefore the American people, believing implicitly in the
fairness and sense of justice of that tribunal.

In the reantime they sincerely regret the necessity of calling
for special police protection, hut believe it wiser to make that
demand now, rather than to wait until some overt action of the mob

elements shall precipitate more serious trouble and possibly hlood=
ghed .
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