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No, 298§, June 12, 1907,

To the Honorable Flihu Root,

Secretary of State,

Washington,
Sir:

In continuation of wy despatch No, 270 of the 28th
ultimo, on the subject of the recent disturbances in San
Francisco, I have the honor to enclose herewith extensive
translations and clipyings from the press in ocrder that
the Department may he inforued as to how the facts have
been reported here and low Lney "ave heen received, It
will be observed that, in spite of the stateuents and ex-
rlanations given out hy the embassy In accordance with the
Departuent's telegraphic instruction of ilay 30 (nerewitn
confirmed) , and by the Japanese Foreirn Office, the agi=-
tation has continwed to grow until of all the newspayers
of the capital the "Jiii" ig tle only one that has retained
an attitude of entire moderation, All the other leadinr
Papers nave expressed surprice, dissatisfaction, annorance
or apprehension, while journals of the second and lower
ranks have gone to absurd extremes, Of these latter the
"Toyo Keizai" (Oriental Bconomist) and the "Hochi"® (orﬁun
of the Progressive Party) have been the most virﬁ]ent.

There are certain things, however, that must ve con-
sldered in connection with tais arparently unreascnable
display of public temper., The first is that the recent
incidents have been repgarded ag a continuation of the
school question in spite of all official assurances Lo
the contrary, The people of Japan as a whole are undoubte
edly dissatisfied with the solution of that question, in-

volving as it did new restrictions upon Japanese imnigrae
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tion to the United States, Some are influenced bv conside

erations of national pride, others by pecuniary interests
and still others by political motives, but all unite to

add strength to the present agitation,

-

"f/ /1 think it cannot be doubted that there is a strong

effort being made to discredit the present liinister for
Foreign Affairs and Viscount Aoki , as part of a larger
scheme to unseat the present cabinet, This would larpely
account for the animus of the "Hochi" and other oprosition
organs on the one hand, and of the "Kokumin" and others in-
terested in the return to power of the Katsura faction,
m&h
Count has privately admit‘ed thet his recent utterances on
the subject were for political effect and in this connec-
tion it should be noted that the editor of the "Toyo Kei-
zai" referred to above is a professor at Waseda University
which is controlled by the Count,/

It is further to be remembered that those who are in-
terested in the business of promoting emigration, including
several members of the Dist, are openly comnitted to a pro=-
gram of agitation against the new immirration restrictions
by means of the press and public meetings, Moreover ,the
Japanese on the ?ncii’ic Sio;:e have sent delegates to Japan
to represent their interects, which are largely those of
immigration companies, One of these who has already ar-
rived, lir, Yamaoka of Seattle, is reported to have heen
rresent at the meeiling of the Progressive Party on the 10th

instant at which the party manifesto, herewitn enclosed,

was adopted,

In fact, the motives of party politics and self inter=-
est play so large a part in the present ropular agitation
that 1t might well he ignored were it not for the unpleasge
ant effect that il may have upon the friendly sentiments

now entertained by the two peoules ,
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In confirmation of this view, I have just had a con-
versation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs who stated
that about 70 per cent, of the feeling disylayed hy the
newspapers and public men was for political effect and that
the remainder was probably genuine resentment on the part

of people who did not understand why such a prolonged state

of disorder should be allowed by the authorities to cone

tinue in San Francisce, In reply I explained that the
present mayor , who was now under indiciment for various
crimes,was himself elected by the labor party and was in
sympat y with the strikers; that under the laws of the
State of California t ere was no provision, so far as 1
knew, for the suspension or removal of a public official
until he was actually convicted; that the police were the
mayor's apyointees and therefore either in sympathy with
the labor element or inefficient, bhut that from a perusal
cf the latest San Francisco papers I could say that there
Was no disposition, so far as I coulg see, to attack Japan-
ése as such since there were & great many instances of dise
order directed argainst inoffensive Am ricans as well,

As apyertaining to the subject under discusgion 1
called the Linister's attention to the enclosed ordinance
and regulations, promulgated in Aurust 1896, by means ¢f
which the Japanese Government had immediately aveiled ite
self of the right reserved to it under paragraph 4 of Arti-
cle II of the revised treaty with the United States to
rlace restrictions upon the residence of foreign leborers
in the interior of Japan by requiring special permisgsion
for such laborers, which permission might be cancelled by
a }ocal Governor whenever he deemed it necessary to do so,.
I pointed out how absurd, in the light of such rrovidions,
was the contention of Count Okuma and others that ihe re=
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cent legislation enacted by the United States should he
considered unfriendly to Japan and that the Government
sihould insist upon its immediate repeal,
i have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

-
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Enclosures:
Extracts from the press,

Iranslation of ordinance of 1899,

teading of Departuent's telegram of lay 30,
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