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Dopartment of Justice.

0ffice of
United States Attorney,
Northem Distriet of Celifornia,
Sen Frenciseo, July 8, 1907.
The Attorney Cenersl,
vashington,
Ps Qi
Sir:

B 9

I have the honor to zekmowlodgpe recoipt of your td ce
gram of the 2nd inst. reading

"Investigate and report as soon es practicable upon alleged
action by “an Frencisco City official reference %o denial
employment agency licenses to Japanése."

and in reply thereto, submit the following:
1. Seec. 7, Chap. IV, irt. VIII, Charter of the City end
County of “en Francisco is as follows:

"The chief of pelice shall possess povers of generel
yoliee insection, supervisién and control, over all pevmbrokors,
reddlers, Junkshop-keepers, deelers in secondehend merchandise,
auctionoers, and intelligence office-keon-rs. 411 persons
engaged in said callings must first procure permits from the
commissionors. In the exercice of sueh power the chief may
by authority in writing from time to time enpower members of the
police department, when in seerch of rrorerty feloniously
obtained or in searech of evidence to conviet any person charged
with orime, to examine the books end the rremises of any such
person. iny such member of the police depertment, when

de
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e empowered in writing by the ehief of police, mey
examine prorerty alleged to have been pawned, pledged, derosited,
lost, strayed or stolen.”




2. On the third day of July, 1906, the Board of Suporvisors

of the City and County of San Francisco, passed ordinance lo. 29

relating to licenses for the sale of liquors, section ¢ of whioh
is as follows:

"llo liquor license shell be iscued to any person who is not
a citizen of the "nitod “tates and who hes not been o resident
of this City and County for at least one (1)year continuously
next preceding the date of applicution for license, end it is
fawther yrovided that if any holder of am existi ¢ liouor liconse
i% not a citizen he munt immediately declars his intention
to Lecomo one and prosecute his application diligently to nat-
uralization, otherwise, hin license shall be revoled."

5 icenses have been pranted to keep r8 of Jepenese
ntelligence 0ffices until the recent action of the Board
of olice Commizsioncrs.

4. n June 27th, 1507, the 3osurd olice Commiceionors

of the City and County of “an ¥renciseo refused to issue
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licenses to keepors of Jansnese Intell

reasgon for such action being conteined in their rerly to me

-

under data 6th, 1907, e eory of whieh is hereto snnexed

marked Fxhibhit

investigation I have placed myself

in communication with Xr. Fazuo latsubare, the Jepensse Consul,

and have received n ies of the correspondence passing

betwesn him and the eity authorities, copies of which ere heroto

annexed for yrour information, and merked Fxhibit
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s0llector of the City and County of Sen Franciseo, whose setiom -

o

Commissionors,

.

is based uvpon the directions to him of the "olice

and I have receiveld from him copies of the correspondence pacsing




betwoen him and the Jepanese sceking licenses, 2 cory of which is

enclosed, marked Fxhibit C.

7. In conversation with the representatives f the
City Attoray's office of Sean Francisco, I was advised by that
department that it hus not given or bheen called upon for an

opjpnion in the yremises.
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8. The doouments hereto attached, being ell the informatiom
on the subject obtainable, show what has been done and the
reason assirned by the city officiels therefor.
[ heve boen edvised, through the newspapers, that
me of the Japenese, whose licenses have been refused, intend
to bring setions in Court f:r the purpose of having then alloved,
if poosible, but of this I have no direet information.

-

Very respectfully submitted,

i L

Robt. T. Devlin,

United "tates A! torney.
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