JAPANESE PRESS, |
8an Francisco Affair.— \ii\

Count Okuma, its oo faeto  leader,
sounding the alivm over the Ameri-
can question, the Progressists lave
come 1o stir themselves to the active
study of the question,  "The Yerodzu
sees in this hope of serious treatment
| of the subject and the beginning of a
rational The  resolution
passed by their party couneil should
be viewed, unlike the Counis® personal
opinion, as a represéptation made (o
the American lli?l%l)l’ili‘l‘n by a public
party of Japan eapressing the pumblic

solution,

opinion at least of g section of the
country,  As such, the resolution will
produce a greater disturbance in the
American mimd than l!ﬁfeli‘gmphi:-
dispateh of the single public leader,

It may he suspected thag the party

took up the question a means of win.

ning popular favour, but such a rea-

sol, il it were real, can not make us,

overlook the indignity and oppression

suffered by our compatriofs in Ame.’

rica.  Viscouny Hayashi himself is
reported to have requested the P'ro-
gressive leaders at their recent infer-
view on the question, 1o work for po-
pulae support of  the  Government's
efforis at adjustment.  The Minister
may be the first person (o be astonish.
e ot the unespected effeet of his own
l]i|llltlllil|i-" adidress, |‘|'I'I.Ii|l|)' lonks
rather odd that the  popular  pariy
should have remained quict over the
School Chilidren question and Fise i
voice only over the recent  rioting,
[ However that way b, the paper would
he lll'“;_'l:ll'i o see their efforts seiv-
ing the purpose of awakening  the
.S, authorities as well a2 our own to
their true funetions,  The Seigukai’s

indilference to the matter, undoubi-

edly Trom the consideration of pariy
interests makes this party a popular
cnemy.  The paper questions whether
Cthe Progressisis have enterprise and
courage enongh o justify the Ame-
rican report that they wonld make use
of the San Franciseo riots ag a lever
for overturning the present” Govern-
ment, hut at the same (ime it would
see its downfall mueh sooner than the
continuation of the weak policy now
pursuecd for o warding the national
vight= on the Pacific Coast,

The reports-coming fooi gbitied of
variod degroe of eorlninty throw. the
Nichi Nichi into ever-inereasing douly
as to the real state of the matter. The
:papcr deplores the silence of our For-
aign Depariment, From the official de-
“larvation in Awerica, the paper would
infer that there are public documents
hat bear Leing made  publie, and
would go at once toward dispersing
all popular doubts in the country.
In their alsence, ag least the progress
Col negotindions um;ln- made public,
CThe subject can not he faken as a
case requiving siviet diplomatic sece-
| reey.,
The Hoehi traces ail the eauses of
fanti=Japanese agitation fo the denial
to the Japanese of the vight of natu-
ralization in Ameriea.  This unequal
treatment of the race compared with
the European furnishes the hasis of
contempl foward our nationals in the
Cpopular Xmerican wind. 1t is not a
matter of Favour, but just elnim of a
sell-respecting Power entitled to equal
respect with the other treaiy Powers,
The paper does not favour the areu-
went that i is injurious fo the very
sell-respeet of the Japanese to ask for
nataralization in another country, It
i< 0 mabler of choive for {he people
fo o and settle in Nmeriea when the
right do ddo so i oltained but the
vight sl ausg be obtained at all

event=— placing the Japanese on the

cstme footinz with other nations.

The Yomini denonnees all currenr
T

opinions on the American affair that
pass for popular opinion as heing ex-
(remely misleading and disturhing fo
the sober attitude of the country on
the matter.  The publicists that at-
tempt to stiv up the memory of he
Shimonoseki hombardment as a just
ground for onr assumine hellieose al-
titwde toward the Californians  are
pitiable for short sight and parrow
compass of view.  That deplorale
affa’e, unjustifiable aiher 12om the
point of view of diplomacy or hLu-

rmanity, has since been acknowledged

as sueh by the Nmericans themselves,
who therefore went to the pains of
rectifving their error by refunding to
this conntry their share of the indem-
ity then paid. 15 it wise or moral
for Japan to copy the hlunder in this
instanece® - The publicists commit a |
puerile offence when they indulge in
the mischievous freak of surprising
others with their bragging. The na-
tion already suffers from the sensitive
suspicions of the Powers and the fact

Cis utilized by her foes for cireulating

harmful rumours.  The people, and
mosg of all, their advectised “leaders |
should at (hix juncture be estremely |
circumspeet in utterance.  The Ame-
rico=lapanese amily must e mains |
"ained at all cests and for all timg,




