iranslation, "Jiji Shimpo", June 18, 1907,

ITHE TOKYQC CHAMBFR OF COMFRCE
AlD
THE AMERICAN AFFAIR,

The lokyo Chaiber of Commerce invited lir. Ototaka
Yamaoka to attend its meeting of the Fxecutive Committee
held on the 17th instant and to address them on the
American Affair, The following is the pist of his
remarks,

Though 1t is difficult to determine offhand the
causes of the exclusion of Japanese irmirrante at San
Francisco, yet we must consider that, speaking of then
as a whole, the lives of the San Franciscans have undere-
cone a creat change since the disastrous earthquake,
which has been a preat blow to the employed, whether
they be whites or Japanese, Our people there have
promptly taken up various trades and occcupations,
re@ rdless of low wages, Similarly, they have laid
down plans for the future, promptly openinézggere are
80ld provisions and other articles of daily need,

They have for this reason heen charred with having
deprived white laborers of their exployment and of have
ing interfered with the business of white shop=-keepers,
ihis state of things has intensified the anti-Japanege
feeling; ©but it is needless to say that the aritation

does not represent the will of the general public, The

movement nas been carried on by a section of the yeople

only or, vroverly speaking, by the laboring classes and

suall shop=-keepers of San Francisco, It 18 also oh-




vious that the recent riots are not wholly due to the
anti-Japanese feelinzs, Politics are in a confused
state; the city administration is a veritable chaos,

The police system esrecially has proved so utterly
inefficient that all respect for and confidence in it
have heen entirely lost, - In the eyes of the lower
classes lav is nearly dead and the general tendency

ls towards lawlessness and riot, The Japanese labhorers,
already in unpleasant relations with the whites, have
furnished a ready outlet for the spleen of the dise
satisfied, and "persecution" has followed, Thourh the
present affailr should not be left to tave its own cowr se,
vet it will be well to leave evervthine to our diplonatic
authorities, But we are anxious to prevent the enact-
ment of a Japanese ¥xclusion Bill and a Treaty for
reciprocal prohihition of i:rmigration . Since tie en-
forcement of the Chinese Fxeclusion Act the Chinese in
San Francisco have heen so handicapved that many of them
are now running tneir establishments under Japanese
names, Jur compatriots in San Francisco, to whom this

fact is fauiliar, fear that the enforceuent »f such a

bil1l or treaty as we desire to prevent will eventually,

put them is a similar plight, Such enactments would
also seriously affect the trade relations hetween Japan

| and Anerica, I therefore hope that this Chamherof
Comnerce will not only do its best to rrevent the passare
of such laws but will also send its exports via Seattle
instead of San Francisco, as formerly., The idea is to
provide security for the future as well as to “ring

the comercial nen in San Francisco to a realization aof




the seriousness of the sitnation. I take this occasion

to express my sincere disapproval of the war talk

which emanates from those who fail to understand the
nature of the outrages committed in what is but a

section of the friendly United States.




