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AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL,
SEOUL, KOREA,
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Subject: Marquis Ito's view in re American and

Japanese relations,

The Honorable
Assistant Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Frederick
McCormick, representing the Associated Press, and Mr. Jos-
hiah Kingsley Ohl, representing the New York "Herald", have
been in this city for two weeks or more, reporting matters
of news, etcetera,

While the presence of beth of these gentlemen has
been the cause of considerable conjecturs in Japanese ad-
ministrative circles the attitude of the latter's paper re-
garding Japan has received exceptional ittontion. Through
instructions from the proprietor of the "Herald", I under-
stand Mr. Ohl has endeavored to secure expressions of opin-
ion from the Japanese press regarding the sending of a num-
ber of American naval vessels to Asiatic waters via the
Suez tanal.

The Seoul "Press™, the organ o_f the Residency General,
today ventures the belief that the occasion for such a
move may be misunderstood in Japan; that it may be consid-
ered a precautionary measure against threatened danger;

refers
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refers to Admiral Ting's visit to Nagasaki prior to the
Japanese-Chinese war and the resulting disturbances, and adds
that the British naval visit to the Baltic Sea, of more recent
date, was distasteful, etcetera,

The editor of this paper is closely identified with
the Residency General.

Marquis Ite informs me, incidentally, that he knows
full well why the proprietor of the "Herald" assumed the
attitude that he did during the Russo-Japanese war; refers to
influences that may be considered too personal to warrant
repetition here; concludes that Japan will not be misled by
newspapers of this class and, at another time, made a statement
substantially as follows:

For two reasons America will not, I am satisfied, go

to war with Japan; ( & ) because of America's sense of right-

eousness and morality and ( b ) because of our (Japan's)

alliance with England.

He then gave me a somevhat detailed statement why the
second of these reasons would prevent a war, He believed
that England and America would never go to war in any event
and that to be true to its promise England must join Japan
should America go to war with that country.

I have the honor to be,
Sirie-

Your obedient servant,
1
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Consul General.

1.Copy to American Embassy, Tokyo.
1l Copy to American Legation,Peking.
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