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JAPAN IN AMERICAN
PAPERS.

¥ war with a European Pover wa:
a new and invaluable experience with
us, newer and perhaps equally instrue-
tive is the experience we have lafely
come through in trying {o live above
Joumalistic mendacities, We are not
unfamiliar with the wav in which
sensational journals often wreck the
peace of a home, bring sorrow and |
angnish fo hearis that deserve svm- '
pathy and wmake Ditter enemies of
friends. We have seen Tow news-
papers are largely responsible for keep- |
ing alive the Anglo-German animosity, '
Tn the latter case whatever may he
said of the wisdom of continuing the
warfare, it may he admitted that hoth
’ gides are prompted by a sense of duty
tand pairiotism and in that respect it
may not consititute a blot on (he jour-
'malistic profession, No such excuse
Ccan certainly be adduced in plea fnri
newspapers that cater only {o lll(‘l‘
morbid tasie of the uncaltured masses, |
They are tolerated, however, on the
same principle that  showy, shoddy
goods are allowed in the market, where
victims have at least the weak point
of being careless and injuries extend
{only to individuals. But it is cn-
[ tirely & new thing for us to sce a
nation of 50 million people made an
object of “yellow journalistic™ ex-
ploitation with absolute disregard of
trath, just to “make the paper eell,”
and thai nation to be ourselves, We
| have been “written up” from all points |
of view and in all manner of attitudes, h
until American yellow newspapers
have made of us the most warlike
nation of the world, with the cold-
bloodedness of the Boise defendanis,
the fiery fanaticism of negro-lynchers,
the unscrupulousness of American
souveniv hunters,  Forlunately we
have faken all good nainredly, or
there would have been blood spilt. Be
it remembered that it was long after
American newspapers had become
flooded with all sorts of calumny and

'mimpmaaa,ﬁm about this country
and attempts had hegun o he made
to give unfair and iwistad interprota-
tions to our intentions and motives in
conneciion with San Francizco out-
rages, which themselves showed no
signs of abatement, that some of onr
more excitable publicists were in-
veigled into talking hot-headedly, In
short there has been enough journa-
listic provocation from the American
side, and if these had heen taken up

seriously on our side,—if our news-
papers had erred into showing a unit
ed front, as was the case just hefore
( the late war—nobody could tell what
| We do not
hesitate to say that serious mishaps

might Tave happened.

have heen avoided solely by our press
a3 a whole exercising forbearance and
calm judgment, and think this cir-
cumstance furnishes a valuable lesson
on the danger of international yellow
journalism.
In another column we reproduce a
letter purporting to have heen written
| by an American merchant in Yoko-
hama to a paper in the States, and
laving bare all the typical cunning,
1ﬂudm-il_\' and inconsistencies resorted
{ to by yellow journalists. This Amer-
l ican s very anxions that his identity
| be not made known to the Japanese
: Government : but the thoughtless and
- ungraieful editor of the paper to whom
he confides his secrel gives him away
{ by saving that he *is the head of one
fol the Targest foreign  coneerns in
Yokohama.” This hetraval of confid-
ence is dreadful, as it seis at nongh
all the swindler like {rouble the Awer-
{ican has (aken in dictating false cor-
respondence to his Japanese secrefary
[ and then writing a elandestine: des-
I Then fhe American
| iz indignant hecause the U.S. Em-

{ pateh himesell,

| bassy i Tokyo employ  Japanese
{ lerks who divulge business and state
| secrets, and vet he himself employs one
;inspih- of all the inconveniences he
ig put to therehy ! Besides his mean,
! miserable irick of throwing dust ever
yin fhe eves of his own secrefary whom
! he keeps precisely for the same reason
{ for which he Blames the Embassv of
ihi_-: country, furnishes a gond exevan

for the secretary to act the spy on

such an emplover. But the climax




| such an employer. But fhe climax
is reached when the American speaks
of Viee-Admiral Maisumoto - and
| shows that fourteen vears of residence
in Japan have mot taught him that
there is no Admiral, Vice-Admiral or
“ Rear-Admiral of that nawe in this
country,—and shows glso that the
writer of the leticr could not T (he
meichant he pretends {o e, lut a
wretched, despicable voiary of yels
lowism who has no respeet for iruth
and s a diggrace (o his profession,
Following the leiter. we transcribe
a few Tokyo felegrams appearing in
Ameriean papers,  We nofice  the
Jepan Daily Mail comnents severely
on the same dispatches, {wo of which
our  Yokohama confemporary con-
demns gz “mischiovous and mislead-
ing” exaggerations and one referring
to Vigconnt Tani as a storv “out of
whole cloth.” We agree with 'the
denunciation; It when the Mail ac-
cuses as it does some unkvown “Japa-
nese telegraphist™ for the authorship
of the dispatches we are not sure that
the charge is well made. TIn our judg-

ment the wording of the telegrams is

too genuinely “vellow™ in tone to be

the work of any Japanese. A sugges-
tion is made that facts were told ob-
seurely or worthless rumours repeated
in imperfect English by some Japa-
nese, and these were rehashed, season-
ed and flashed across the Pacifie, Tn
any case the letter, the telegrams and a
host of other things about Japan find-
ing their way into Ameriean papers
force the conclusion that American
vellow journalists are among {he most
dangerous and contemptiible foreigners
in the eountry,
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