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THE ABSURDITY OF IT ATL

Tk wlegeaphic columns in onr last
issue confained more than ihe usual
lot, at least for some days past, of

news of a sensational tendeney hear-

ing on the relations of Japan and |

Merica.  We thonght the *hattle-

ship syuadron™ falk had become all |

 but stale, and yet it occupied a con- |

siderable space.  The latter phage of

the maider wonld  indicate that the

- Amencan public regards the proposed |

naval excursion from a point of view
that has mot occurred.  Indeed one
despatch quoted the New York Sun
as saying “an uneasy fecling undoub:-

edly exists as to the real purpose of |

]

ihe movement of the fleet.” Yes, fur;
what purpose? The cruise of 19 first

class battleships vonnd (ape Horn |

would mean no small cxpenditmre and |

vich as the Republic is, it « s na-'

tural that the large dishursement
bonld provoke the quesiion asked.

T us all idea of demonstration is too |

ahsurd 10 be considered, as we have

d oceasion 1o sav.  But viewed

from the American standpoint (hal
verv absurdity makes the matter all
the miore mysterious, “Lor the pur.
pose of training” does not geem o he
sufficient explanation; for the waste
of money involved will he oo much
at variance witn whatever may be
gained in that direction.  As we have
said, as far as Japan is cone'rned, we
reard it as absurd to ascribe any
warlike intentions to the eruise.  But
inasmuch as the “uneasy feelings ex-
isting” in America do not seem un-
patural, in so much it appears not
[ proper 1o dismiss the matter foo
| lightly.

Then there was the intimation of
4 Kaiger-President arrangement for
the defence of the Atlantic coasls.
¢ the “bai-
tleship squadron™ fopie: but tha al.

Interesting a2 a chan

surdity of it was apparent gnd it has |

met promipt denial,

More absurd is the scare caused hy |

the planting of the Rising Sun on

yellow poril talk.  We believe the it
e islet haw never yet been claimed by
any otlier country and is outside the

Cterritorial  watorg of  the  United |

 Staes. And if it is habitable and
[ promises some commereial value no-
thing could be more natural for the
first party coming to elaim it for his
country. Some Americans must be

ina very serions state of nervousness

lo see¢ g menace to the Phi[ippilmﬁ in
| the establishment of our jurisdiction
fon the litile island.  As for Senator
Stone he ix cerfainly noi the first o
labour under ihe idiotic hallucina.
tion. After the lafe war we. in our
cagerness {o let the world ses that we
are nof troubled with swelled head in
conzequence  of  our  viefories, did
all in our power to show and
promise that our future lay in com-
mereial and indus.cial development,
| To-day what energy we possess is all
devoted in that direction. This we
freely adinif.  Senator Stone and
Hhis sei shonld <o that we are smaller
than Germany in popnlation and far
behind “the latter in all oue copnner-
cial ane indusivial equipment.  Ger-
matiy s oy in the ascendant, and vet
is fhore any German peril? 11 nof,
how conld there be a vellow under
dapan’s lad? Then the late series
of Japan's victories i atiributed hy
the world (o the unpreparedness on
Russio’s part. A vellow peril such
as Mr, Stone fears would come only
when Furops and  Amerien  were
caught “unpicpared™ for war,  What

can be more absupd ¥




