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TOKYO WELCOMES MR. TAKT.
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BRILLIANT GATHERING AND
INTERESTING SPEECIHES,
\ great arch of evergreens ¢rown-

ed with bright golden chrysanthe-

mums clustered together fo form let-
ters of heroic size, that spelled “Wei-
come,” and flanked on either side Ly
a display of festoons of red and white,
served as the gate through which
guests and  hosts passed to the bhan.
quet given in honour of Secrelary
Taft on Monday evening. The arch
stood in front of the entrance to the
eastern wing of the ITmperial Hotel,

Past the corridor. as one turned right
info a winding passage leading to the
annex reception room and dining
hall, the scene was captivating, One

walked fhrough the luxuriant growth |

of the “seven beauties of antumn,”

and {oned to play on them with the
mosi exquisite effect, making them
look the genuipe thing, which they

were not. The dining hall was lite-
rally ablaze with captive electricity,
!aml gay with flags and bunting on
'the wallss and ribbons of different
hues in gmceful folds and headed
cords in curious tangle, hanging from
| the ceiling.

By seven nearly all the guests and
[ hosls had arrived. On {he Lost side
| were Marshal Prinee Ovama, Foreign
Minister and Countess Hayashi, Na-
val  Minister and Baroness Saito,
Finance Minister an. Buroness Saka-
tant, Baron Matsuoin
Agriculture and  Conunerc . Count
Tanaka, Minister of the Hou hold,
i'rince "Tokugawa, Marquises Inouye,
Matsukata, - Hachisuka and Nabe-
shima, Count [tagaki, Mayor and
' Mrs. Ozaki, Count Terajima, Baron
and Baroness Shibusawa, Mr. Naga-
saki of the Household, Barons Taka-

Baroness Chinda, Vice-Minister and
Baron Ishimoio, Mr, Soyeda Govera-
or of Indusirinl Bank, DPresident
Kamada, Mr. Sugita President of
the House of Representatives, Messrs,
Okura, Y. Takahashi, 8. Hayvakawa,
and about a hundred others.  On the
guest fide were noticed among others
Vice-Admival Edwards. Prof. and

Mrs, Swift, Mr. and Mrs. Snow of

the flood of electrie ]i;_flll,-' distributed |

hashi and Matsuo, Vice-Minister and’

Washington D. (., Mr. and Mrs, Ken-
uedy, Mr, and Mrs. Ohl, Mr, and Mrs, |
Miller of the US. Consulate-General,
Mr. and Mrs, Murray, Mr, an

Faan, Judge and Mrs, Burke, and so
on, A\ Ditle after seven Neerelary
amd Mrs, Tale arrived weether with
C A mbassador and Mrs, O'Brien.  Then
Sollowed — an - informal  peceplion.
Dinner was announced at .30 and
Bavon Shibusawa led Mrs, Taff, fol-
towl [y Mr., Talt withh Baroness
Shibusawa and other pairs in due or-
'r;r The head table was shared by
Vrince Ovaima, Marquizes Tnouye and
Matsukata, Mre. and  Mrs. O'Biien,
Baron and Baroness Sakatant, -Baron
an:l Baroness Satto, Count gqud Coun-
tess Havashi and Prince Tokugawa,
The band (Toyama Military College)
was there of conrse, and enlivened
the entertainment, When the bane
et had areived at the desseri stage
Baron Shibusawa rose and proposcd the
health of  Presglent- Roosevel(. the
courtesy heine returned b Mr, Talt
After the

two toasis had been loyallyw honour-

proposing the Emperor,

HHI'II!I -"‘hihlliﬂu'i'l rose g _-am-nn;‘l
time and deliversd a specely of wel-
come, which was enthusiast ir:l”_\' cheer-
4. Then Mr. Taft made a reply in
a most eloquent and powerlul speech,
which made a very profound impres-
son.  Nhortly after  Mr, Talt's

speech was over the gathering  ad-
Journed to the reception room, when
fully an hour was spent in the most
enjovable anner, international good
feeling brightening every face. It
was just about 11 that the party
hroke up.

The speeches above referred to were

mterpreted by Mr. Soyeda into Eng- |
Yish and  Count  Terajima  into |
Japanese.  We give them below in
full.
BARON SHIBUSAWA'S SPEECH,

Necretary Taft, Your Excellencies, !
ladies  and  Gentlemen,—Availing |
itsellof the opportunity of Mr.
Taft’s  visit to the ('it-‘\ on his
way  to the Philippines and of
the arrival of the new American
Ambassador® Mr.  O'Brien, who,
by a happy coincidence has come
fto us on hoard the same vessel as Mr,
Taft, the Municipality and representa-
tive citizens of Tokyo this evening
hold this welcome gathering in hon-
four of the distinguished Americans,
| They consider it an unsurpassed hon-
‘nur to have with them Mr. and Mrs,
| Taft, and other eminent personages
Ilmtll foreign and Japanese,

“Mr, Tafts’ name is foo well known
not only in Americg but all over the
world to r-».luiru me {0 dwell on it
(And it ig peenliarly gratifying that
his Excellency has visited and given




us an opportunity to welcome him not
for onee alone. .\ most pleasant duty
(alls on me, therefore, to say a word
of thanks to Mr, Taft and through
thim to the entire United States,

I iy T’!i].k it 2068 ‘.\'illlulif .\'.l.'\']ll;.'

that Japan owes it to the showing of |

{the way by the senjor nations that
<he has attained hér present position,
in spite of the comparative shortuess
of the period that has elapsed since
the opening of the country. Especi-
ally to the United States of America |
we owe  an unforgettable debt of
gratitude. It was more than fifty
vears ago: in 1853 that Commodore
Perry came to Uraga in command of
two warships, The event proved a rude |
awakening (o our country, that had
lain slumbering from the quietness of
[ong cessation of foreign intercourse,
The cessation was the result of the|
advent of Jesuit  missionaries, 300
before and the country
had remained sealed to the outside |
| world since thea.  The only excep- |
tions were made of the Duteh and |
Chinese, hut even here to very limited |
1:-\Iv|1|. Of diplomacy, what little
llu-en’!lmi hefore had become buried in

| Vears

total neglect and remained go for 250
for 260 vears, It was only natural,
therefore, that Commodore Perry's
vigit threw the country into a panic,
As the circumstance: were, one mav
well imagine the greatness of difficul-
[ty the Commodore felt in carrying
tout his mission. To make the situy-
tion worse, the country was largely un-
der the influence of what we than call-
ed the “Exclusion Party.” and asham.
ed as 1 now feel to confess; T, Shibu-
sawa, waz one of the partv,  What
with frictions within and pressurd’|
from without, those were furbulent |
davs.  They were memorable l]u_\'s'
foo.  Somehow things were arranged\!
and g treeaty of friendlv intercoursa

was concluded in 1853, thanks to the
vell-disposed  efforts  of  America.
Two years later in 1855 Minister
Towns end Harris arrived at Shimoda
and after protracted negotiations a
vogular treaty of comimerce was finally
r-1 oifoqeoMh3at?l emfwyp shde
sirmed in 1859, Fifteen sessions had
to be helll before agreement could be
arrived at on Wl points: the patienc
ho had to exercise and worry of mind
Mr. Harris ‘had to endure must have
cen fremendous,  In 1860 hiz see.
retary Mr. Hueskin fe!ll a victim to
the anti-alien spirit of the day, The
cgrettable  incident  brought no
change, however, in the attitude of
Mr. Harris, but to remain a firmer
friend and render greater help to this
country.  When next year in 1861,
an attack on the British Legation oc-
curred, all the Ministers of the foreign
| countrigs in Yedo, the present Tokvo,
| sought safety in Yokohama, with the
solitary exception of Mr, Harris, He
thome remained behind in Yedo: be-
aise, he said, eveats of the kind were
Hable to happen in all newly opened
countries and there was no sense in
rotting rattled over them. The stand
he todk induced the others of the
Eplomatic corps to gradually  como
Lack again to Yedo. It shows what

i
|
1

sort of man he was and how friendly
that man was to Japan.

“Years rolled on and happily the
state of things improved as they went
and came, until Japan’s progress in
civil and military administration has
wine to attrmet more or less the at-
tention of the world, The same
vas  true also of our economic
ai instanes,
time  of  the Restora.
foretgan  trade was too
nagnificant to be noted.  Even in
1905 our trade with Ameriea amounnte ]
to only five million IMifteen
vears later in 1888 the amount rose
to fwenty three millions, 1t went on
\-{l.l;i-.-__‘.”:_nl Inst vear th

. pisa Tk
development, l'o give
shout  the

I ull our

I'al' M,

fienre reach-
we think of
he course of events that gave hegins
nne to this advanee onward we can-
wt hut fondlv the names of
Porrv, Townsend Harris
md other able American: as those
| M opened for [1E]
‘he doors that had shut us  from
he lVaht of  eivilization. Thus
b s their
beart that the people of Japan are
wor aware of the gratitude they owe
and always cherish <the feeling of
vtmost cordiality  towdrd the ||w1ph'
of the United States,  Our |n'n}||i-
look to Americans as they would to
their own nationals. 1 is our fervent
lope that when Mr. Taft goes home
Se will tell his countrymen that such
s the sentiment we ontertain toward
Anmericg and Americans,  We always
Pope that Americans will look on Jap-
would on their own
nationals, 1 now ask vou all to honour
the toast of Secretary and Mrs, Taft,”

| w200 milhioas,  When
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MR, TAPT'S RIEECI,

Baron Shibusawa, Mr. Mavor: Gon-
tlemen of the Municipality and
Chamber of Commeice of Tokvo and
other distinguished citizens of Tokve,

| ln'l‘_'_ to extend to you my heart-
felt thanks and acknowledzement for
this magnificent evidence of  vour
hospitality and good will, It is a
little more than two vears ago since
a large party, of whom | was one, was
the recipient of a similar courtesy
and attenton in this very hotel at
the hands of the then Prime Minis-
ter Count Katsura. So many were
we then that 1 veniured to compare
our coming to the descent of a eloud
of locusts upon this devoted land.
Bui you stood the onslaught nobly
and vour ireatment of ns is a bright
memory: never to be effaced. At
that {ime you were engaged in a
(tanic struggle with another great
nation, but the firsl traces of {he
dawn of peace were appearing in the
East.  We Americans shiall always
feel proud of the part that Theodors
Roosevelt, with the prestige of the
leadership of our people was able {o
play in hastering the end of the war,
Peace has come under circumstanees
honourable to both parties and Japan
having proved her greatness in war
as in peace has taken her stand in
the first rank of the family of na-
tions. You have concluded new
treaties with vour former antagonist,




of amity and equmerce. and (he
wounds of war are healed.

The growth of Japan fiom a hor-
mit country to her present position
in the last fifty vears is the marvel
of the world, In every siep of {hal
| developments even at the very hegin-
ning, we Americans are prond of re-
| cord the fact that Japan has always
had the cordial svinpathy and af
times the effective aid of the United
States.  The namcs of Commodore
Perry, of Townsend Harris, of John
A. Bingham, of General Grant and
Theodore Roosevelt will I insepa-
Iu]lll\' connected with the iii.‘-l“l'_\' ol
the advance of Japan {0 the first Tank
amonge the world powers,  But now
for a moment: and a moment only,
little clond has come over the sun-
shine of 54 fasi J'r'r-ulfx‘ulil:' of fifty
vears—a  slight shock las  been
felt in the structure of am’ty and
good will that has withstood the {est
of half g century—how has i1
come about? Weil in the fisl place,
"1 :mll\
of Nature  bring it aboul.

a tremendous manijestation
Only
;I'|!:' greatest ecarthquake of the eo
| tury '
s ehicst between  such
friends. 1 do not intend to consider
| the details of the events in San Fran-

) 1
could have  caused  even  the

' 1
wremonr

cisco. I cannot teespass on the juris-
diction of the Department of State,
of my colleague Mr. Root or my
friend Mr. O’Brien fo discuss them.

But this I can say—that there is
i nothing in these events of unjustice
| that cannot be honourably and fully
| arranged by ordinary * diplomatic
| methods hetween the fwo Grovern-
ments, condueted as they hoth are
by statesmen of honour, sanity and
justices and representing as they do
two peoples bound together by half
a century of warm friendship.

It is said that there is one word
that is never allowed to creep info
diplomatic correspondence hetween
nations, however hostile, and that
word is “war”. But I am not a
diplomat and am not bound by dip-
lomatic usage—I can talk of war.
Lam not one of those who hold that
war is so frightful that nothing jus-
tifies a resort to it. We have not
yet reached the millenium and
there are international grievances
that can be redressed, and just in-
ternational grievances that can be ac-
| complished in no other way. But
88 one of our great generals has said
“War is hell” and nothing buka
great and unavoidable cause can/jus-
tify it. -

War between Japan and the [.‘uil._-
ed States would be a crime against

modern civilization. Tt would be as
wicked as it would be insane. Nei-
ther;the people of Japan nor {he
penpi&’of the United States desire
war, / The Governments of the twad
counfries would strain every point to
avoih “such an awful catastrophe.

What has Japan to gain by it?
What has the United States to gain by
it? Ji has reached g point in
her where she is looking for-
ward with confident hope tos great

commercial conquest. She is shak-
ing off the effects of war and is
straining every nerve for victorics of |
peace. ~ With the marvellous indus- |
try, intelligence and courage of hor !
people there is nothing in trade: com-
merce and popular contentment and
enlightenment to which she may nol
attain. Why should she wish a war
that would stop all this? She has
undertaken with a legitimate interest
in so close a neighbour to reform
and rejuvenate an ancient kingdom
"that has been governed or misgovern-
ed by fifteenth century methods. His
Majesty the Emperor has shown his
appreciation of the difficulty of the
task by sending to Korea Japan’s
greatest statesman who has exhibited
hig patriotism by accepting the heavy
burden when by his years and his ar-
duous labours for his country in the
past he has earned a right to rest.
No matter what reports may come,
no matter what criticism may be ut-
tered, the world will have confidence
that Prince Ito and the Japanese
(rovernment are pursuing a policy in
Korea .that will make for justice and
civilization and the welfare of g
backward people.  We are living in
an gge when intervention of a strong-
er nation in the affairs of a people
unable to maintain a government o
|law and order, to assist the latter
to better government becomes a na-
tional duty, and works for the pro-
gress of the world, Why should Ju-
pan wish a war that must stop or
seriously delay the execution of her
plans of reform in Korea?

Why should the United States wish
war?  War would change her in a
year or more into 4 military nation
and her great resources would be
wasted in a vast equipment that would
serve no good purpose, hut to tempt
her to warlike policies. In the last
decade she has shown a material
progress greater than the werld has
ever before seen. To-day she is
struggling with the abuses which ac-
company such material development
and is engaged in an effort by process
of law to retain the good for her peo-
ple and to suppress the evil. Why
should she wish war, in which all the
evils of society flourish and on which
all the vultures fatten ?

She is engaged in establishing a
government of law, order and pro-
sperity in the Philippine Islands and
Jn fitting the people of those islands.
by general cducation and actual prac-
fee in purli?l self-government, to
govern themselves. 1t is o task Iull,

of difficulty and one which many Ame.
I ricans would be glad to be rid of,
It Las been suggested that we might
relieve ourselves of this burden by thel
sale of the islands to Japan or some
other country. The ion is\
absurd, Japan does not want the'
Philippines. * She has problems of a
similar nature nearer home. But
more than this the United States could
not sell the Islands to another Power
without the grossest violation of its
obligation to the Philippine people,
It must maintain a government of




'law and order and the protection of
life, liberty and property or fit the
people of Wi islands to do so and turn
the government over to them. No
other course in honour is open to it.

Under all these circumstances,
then, could anything be more wicked
and more infamous than the sugges-
tion of war between nations who have
enjoyed such a time honoured friend-

ship and who have nothing to fight
tor?
“1f this be true” someone asks “why
such reports and rumours of war?”
The capacity of certain members of
the modern press by head lines and
sensational dispatches to give rise to
unfounded reports has grown with the
Improvement in communication be-
{ween distant parts of the world. The
desire to sell their papers, the desire
for political reasons to embarass an
existing government, and other even |
less justifiable motives have led to mis-
statements, miscontructions, unfound-
ed guesses, all worked into terrifying
headlines that have no foundation
whatever. Tn each country doubtless
there aro irresponsible persons that
war would aid or make prominent who
try to give serionsness to such g dis-
cussion: but when one considers the
real feelings of the two peoples as a
whole, when one considers the situa-
| tion from the standpoint of sanity and
real patriotism in cach country it is
diffieult to characterize in polite o
moderate language the eonduet of
these who are attempting to promote
misunderstanding and ill feeling be-
tween the two countries, It gives me
pleasure to assure the people of
Japan that the good will of the Ame-
rican people toward Japan is as warm
and cordial as it ever was, and the
suggestion of the breach of {he amica-
ble relations between them finds no
confirmation in the public opinion of
the United States.

It is exceedingly gratifying for me
to have as my companion in my visit
to these ghores, Mr, 0’Brien the new |
ambassador to Japan from the United
States,  We have been friends for
vears, I am sure you will find in
Mr, O'Brien all that could be desired
in one whose chief official duty it
will be to preserve the friendship be.
tween our two countries,

I have already referred to the en-
thusiastic welcome which was accord-
ed our party of American (‘ongress-
men two vears ago by the people of
Japan.  So great was the kindness of
' His Majesty the Emperor and the

! officers of the Government that we were

Lovercome with our welcome, (oming
oty to this country for the fourth
time I am an old story and am not
entitled to any other welcome than
to be accorded an old friend who comes
often, The distinction of being the
Emperor's guest at this time I do not
deserve and 1 should feel it my duty
to decline, enjovable as the honour is,
but the fact that T know that His Tm.
perial Majesty graciously adopts this

| ‘ourse mot as a personal matter bhut to

1

|

|

“anify  to the  Ameriean  people
and Government the continuance of |

hig {riendship for the United States.
| Tt gives me the greatest pleasure and
is & great honour for me to be able to
bring a reciprocal message of wood will
from our President and our people.
Following are the menu and musi-
cal programme of the evening:—

Mzxv.
Hors d'cuvre varie
idla

Darne de Saumon sause Creveties
Aloyesu de Beeuf i Ia Jardinidre
Aspic de l!;oll Gras e belle-vue
sux

sauce v
Poulet de grain aux troffée
Balade i Y Americaine
Glrce Panachee
Fruits Dessert
Moces.
ProarAMME oF Music.
1. The stars and Btripes Forever March, ...

Sousa.

2. America Ouvertare and National airs. ...

Mosee.

3. Grande Fantaisie aus der Oper sus Cern_nn.

izet.

4. Les cloches de Cornevile Valse. ... ... ...
5. Grande Fantaisie sur Fanst.

Gouned.

Plar quette.
6. Donaumeibchen Walzer ... ... ... Btrauss.
7. Galop du chemin de fer. ... Ernest Boué.
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