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There is a rumor current among officlal circles
In ¥aghinston that during hie stay in Japan Cecretary Taft
fully expiained the nscoessity of Ja anese excluslion, Juce=
retary Taft 18 alsc reported to have stated to Gensral Ta-
ravchl aspoclally that Japanese laborers must be excluded
in order to avoid a conflict and maintain peageful rela-
tions betwson the two countries, Raefere giving this
axplanat lon Secretary Taft had consulted with Preaident
Reosavelt sand Cecretary Roots Presldant Rocsevelt is
sald to have caused Decretury Tafl to emphasize the fact
that the detl ruination f the 'nited Etates Governnant
cculd not be shaken. He 18 also sald to have represented
o the fapunese autherities that i case of failurs to
exclude Japanese by means of & treaty the United States
would be compellsd in self-dafensa to have Congress pass

an Fxelusioen Ait.




