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nd Gentlemm ofthe Municipality and Chamber of Commerce of Tokye
eg Lo extend te you my heartfelt thanks and acknowledgnent

ynl ficent evidence of your hespitality and good will, It

11t%1e more than twe years agd since a large party, of whem I was
g, Was the recipient of a similar @ urtesy and attentien in this very heé
tal at the mnds of the then Prime Minister Count Katswra, 8¢ many

46 then that I ventured te compare eur coming to the descent of a

i r. locusts upen this deveted lwnd, But rytm stood the énslaught

and your treatment of us 1s a bright mem ory ynever to be effaced,

.t time you were engaged in a titanic struggle #th anether great nae
on, but the first traces of the dam of peace were appe & ing in the
wt, We Americams shall al ways feol proud of them rt that Theodore

sovelt with the prestige of thehe adship of our people Was able to
lay 4in hastening the end of the war, Peace has come under circum=
ance & honorable teo beth parties and Japan having proved he r greaim=
ess in war as in peace has taken he r stand in the frst rank of the
amily of nations, You have concluded new treaties with your romr
ntagonist,of amity and commercej and the wounds of war are healed,

The growth of Japan from & lermit comntry te her present posie
tdon in the last fifty years is the marvel of he warld, In eve Iy step
¢ that development, evan at the very beginning, we Ame ricans are
coud to record the Mct that Japan ms always had te cerdial sympathy
nd at times the effective aid of the United States,The Names of Comnme*

ore Perry, of Townsdnd Harris, of John A Binghamjef Gene ral Grant and

Theodor ¢ Roosevelt will be inseparately connected with the histery of

she advance of Japan to the fiirsé rank auong the world powers, But now
tor & moment , and a mement enly, a little cloud has come over the

sunshine of & fast frie nd ship of fifty years ==<.a slight sheck has
been




21t in the structure of amity and good will that has withstoed the test
f half a century === hew has it come about? Well in the first place,

it took a tremendous manifestatien of Wature te bring it about, Only

the greatest earthquake eof the century could have caused even the slighte
est tremor between such friends, I do net intend to consider the |
dotalls of the eyents in San Francisece, I cannet trespass en the juris«
diction of the Department of Btate, of My colleague Mr Root or my frie nd
ur O0'Brien te discuss thlm; But this I can ;n.y wee that there is neth=
-ing in these events of injustice that cannot be henorably and fully
arranged by erdinary diplematic metheds between the two gevernments con*
ducted as they beth are by state smen of honer,sanity and justice , and
representing as they de two peoples Dbound together by half a century

of warm friendship,

It ie said that there is one wor d that ig never allewed teo
creep inte the diplematic oorrupondonco between nations jhowever hos=
tile, and that gerd is “war®/,But I am net a diplemat and am net bound
by diplomatic usage wew] can talk of war === I an not one of these whe
nold that war is so frightful that nothing justifies a resort to 1t; Ve
nave not yet reachd the millenium and there are internatienal grievances
that can be redressed,and just internatioenal purpeses that oan be accom*™
plisie 4 4in ne other wny;nut as one of our great generals has sald "Ia.f'
is Hell * and nething but a great and unaveidable cause can justify it

War between Japan and the United States would be a crime against
nodern civilizatien,It would be as wicked as it would De 1nsm.!oijh¢r
the people of Japan nor the peopk of he United States desire war, The

Govermmente of the tw ® untries would strain every peint te aveld such

an awfu) catastrophe,




What has Japan to gain by 1t? What has the United States to gi
gain by 1t? Japan has reached a peint in her histery where she is

looking forward with cenfident hepe to great commercial cenquest, She

is shaking off the effects of war, and is straining every nerve for victe

ories of peace, With the marvelous industry, intelligence and courage
of her people there is nething in trade, commerce apd popular contente
«aat and enlightenment to which she may Inot attaine Why shoeuld she
wisi a war that weuld step all th is . She has undertaken with a legitie
~mate interest in so clese a ne ighber to reform and rejuvenate an ancia
cient kingdem that has been governed or misgeverned by fifteenth
century metheds, His Majesty, the Emperor, has shown his appreciatien
of the difficulty eof the task by sending te Kerea Japan's greatest
statesman who has exhibited his patrietism by accepting the heavy
burden when by his years and hie ardueus 1labers feor his country in
the past he has earned a right te rest, No matter what reperts may
come no matter what criticism may be uttered, the world will have confie
dence that Prince Ite and the Japanese Gevernment are pursuing a
policy in Kerea that will make for justice and civilizatien and the
welfare of a W ckward peeple; We are living in an age when the intere
wven tien of a strenger natien in the affairs ef a people unable te
maintain a governmentef law and order, to assist the latter te better
government becomes a natienal duty,and works fer the progress of the
world, Why sheuld Japam wish a war that must stop or serieusly delay
the executien ofher plans of reform in Kerea?

Why sheuld the United States wish war? Var woull change her
in a year or more into a military natien and her great resources
would be wasted in a vast equipment that' would serve ne good purpese

but te tempt her inte warlike pelicies, In*the last decade she has




‘hown a material progress greater than the world has aver bhafors soen,
lo=day she is struggling with the abuses which aceompany such material
(avelopment @ d is engaged in an effort by prosess of luw to

rotain the good for her pecple and to suppress the ovil,Why should she
wish war in ‘.-ahich all the evils of society flourish and en which all
tho vultures fatten,

fhe 1g engaged h establishing a government of law,order and

rogperity im the Philippine Islands,and in fitting the people of those

islands , by geberal education and by actual pracice in partial self
overnment te govern themselves, It is a task Mll of diffienlty and mx
one which 'meny Americans would be glad to be rid of, It has beenxsxgxs
suggested that we might relieve ourselves of this burden by the sale of
th ¢ islands to Japan or some cther country, The suggestion is
abgurd, Japan Jees not wish the Philippines. She has problems of a
similar nature nearer home, But more than this,the United States could
nof sell the Islands te another power without the grossoat vielation ofxks
its obligation te the Philippine people, It must maintain a
government of law and erder and the protectien of life liberty and
propoerty 1tself or fit the people of e islands te do so and turn
overmuent ever te them, Ne other course in honor is open to it,
Under all these circumetances,then,could anything be more
wicked and more infamous ‘*han the sugmesfion of war between natiens
the have enjoyed such a time henered friendship and whe have nething
te gight feor,
"if this be true“ semeone asks "why such reports and rumers of war?"
The capacity of certain members of the modern press by headlines
and sensatl onal dispatehes to give rise te unfeunded reperts has grown

With the improverent in communieati on between distant parts of the werld,

L




“*

The desire to sell thd r papers , tne deu'ire for political reasens to
embarass an existing gevernment,and ¢ther even less justirfiable

petives have led te misstatements, miscons‘ructiens,unfounded gegges

all worked into terrifying headlines that have no fouhdatien

gvhatever, IXXXX I" each country deubtless , there are irr esponsible
persons that war would aid or make prominent whe try te give

seriousness to such a discussien;but when one considers the real

faelingl of the two peoples as a whole, when one considers the

gituation from the st andpoint ef sanity and real patrietism in each
country it is difficult te characterize in polite or mederate

language the cenduct of those whe are attempting to promote
nisunderstanding and 111 feeling between the two countries,

It gives me pleagure to assure the people of Japan that the gooed will of
the American people toward Japan is as warm and cordial as ever it was,
and the suggeset on of a breach of the amicable relations betwéon them
lifinds no confirmation in the public epinien of the United States,

It is exceedingly gratifying fer me te have , as my companien
nmy visit te these shores,)ir,0'Brien the new ambassador to Japan from
he U%ited States, We have been friends for years, I am sure you will £

find in ¥r0'Brien all that could be desired in one whese chief official
uty 1t will be to preserve the friendsiip between our twe countries,

I have already referred to the enthusiastic welcome which was
iccorded our party or American ¢o ngressmen twe years age by the peeple of
apan, S0 great was the kindness of Hid Majesty/the Bmperor and the
pfficers of the government that we were overcome with our welcome ,
Coming new to this country for the fourth time I am an old story and

1 not entitled to any otherwelcome than that te be accerded an old
riend whe comes often, The distinctien ef being the Emperor's guest

O ther time I do net desrerve and I sheuld feel it my duty te decline,
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cujeyable as the honor is,but for the fact that I know that His

-

Imperial Majosty graciously adopts this course not as a personal

matter but te signify to the American people and government the

continuance of his friendship for the U ited States, It gives me the

reatest pleasure and is a FXXAX great honor for me te be able to

bring a reciprocal meesage of good will from our President and our

paople, .,
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