Arnold Bennett,

JAPAN AND THE UNITED I
STATES,

The American missionaries resident in
Japan have taken a step which will be -
~ hailed with deep satisfaction by every
~ lover of peace and good will among

=

nations. . One hundred and sixteen
of the more prominent among them,

representing more than twenty Chris- |
tian organizations in the United States, -

have put their names to a document,

to removing ‘‘ misunderstandings and
suspicions which are tending to inter-
rupt the long standing friendship ™
between Japan and America. In that

document they bear testimony Pamong

other things, “to the sobriety, sense
of international justice, and freedom
from aggressive designs exhibited by
_ the great majority- of the Japanesc
people, and to their faith in the
“traditional justice and equity of the
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ligerent attitude' of the Japanese
does not represent the real sentiment
of the nation,” Living, as they do,
among our people in daily and close:
touch with them, and free as they are
from the taint of political ambitions.
and interests, the testimony of these
men concerning our national senti-
ments carry far more weight than that
of professional journalists or eves of

- : redited Ambassadors, And their
reproduced " elsewhere, with a view | bio ' :

testimony in this instance is strong,
unreserved and convincing. If there
be any lingering doubt among the
thoughtful section of the ‘American
ut the sentiment of our
nation toward them, we have no doubt
that it will be dispelled by the
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the lasting, gratitude of the Japanesc.
We feel grateful to them because of
their noble. exertions in behalf . of
of peace which we all so ardently
desire, but more particularly because
of the fearless and unhesitating manner
in which they bear witness to our
friendly = sentiments to the United
States. Nothing could be more pain-
fully regrettable to a self-respecting
nation than to be persistently described
as thirsting for the blood of a people
toward whom it entertains nothing but
feclings of the most cordial kind.
That is exactly what has happened
to the Japanese, whom a section of the
American Press has systematically
represented as wanting to fight the
Republic, We hope and . trust that
'the opinion recorded in so influential

~a maaner by practically the whole

body of American missionaries in
apan and which will be plaged befor

the. whole Americaq. public, will g0
" far in removing pressic
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which prevails among a section of the
American people concerning our senti-
ment and attitude,

This is, as far as we can remember,
the third time during the past forty
years that "American missionaries in
Japan have taken public action in
connection with important internation-
al questions, and in each instance
their action has been of a character to
do credit to their calling and to enlist
the heartiest gratitude of the people
among whom they have for the time
being cast their Iot.  The first instance
was in connection with the abolition
of the systenr of extra-territorial
jurisdiction.. While Japan was strug-
gling hard for the abolition of that
offensive institution and long: before
the justice of our aspirations had been
practically recognized by any of the
foreign Powers, it was these preachers
of the Gospel that publicly recorded

| their sympathy with usand openly

4 justice of our claims.
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. ‘ . § -
have earned our moit sincere appreci-
ation and gratitude, and their latest
interfereace on behalf of peace hetween
e, county aad oirs will be thank-

-~ fully remembered to their everlasting
_ credit, I__‘ v MM
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