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AND THE UNITED
STATES. __
The American missionaries resident in

Japan have taken a step which will be

hailed with deep satisfaction by every

lover of peace and good will among
nations. One hundred and sixteen

J‘A’PAK

of the more prominent among them,

representing more than twenty Chris-
tian organizations in the United States, i
have put their names to a document,

reproduced elsewhere, with a view

to removing * misunderstandings and |
suspicions which are tending to inter- |
rupt the long standing friendship " |
between Japan and America. In that
document they bear testimony, among
other things, “to.the sobriety, sense
of international justice, and freedom 1
from aggressive designs exhibited by
the great majority of the Japanese
people, and to their faith in the
traditional justice and equity of the
United States.” They also. record
their “ belief that the alleged ‘bel-

g .

AMERICAN EMBASSY.

ligerent ~ attitude’ of the Japanese

wdoes not represent the real sentiment

of the nation.”” Living, as they do,
among our people in daily and close
touch with them, and free as they are
from the taint of political ambitions
and interests, the testimony of these
men concerning our pational senti-
ments carry far more weight than that
of professional journalists or even of
accredited Ambassadors. And their
testimony in this wstance is strong,
unreserved and convincing. If there

be any lingering dowbt among the
thoughtful section of the American "=

people about the sentiment of our
nation toward them, we have no doubt
that it will be dispelled by the
remarkably clear and unanimous testi-
mony of these hindred and sixteen
representative American missionaries
in Japan.

By taking this wise and opportune
action, they have carned the com-
mendation of all lovers of peaccaqd
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RILE THE SECRETARY 0F STATE,
which prevails among a section of the
American people concerning our senti-
ment and attitude,

the lasting gratitude of the Japancsc.
We feel grateful to them because of,
their noble exertions in behalf of
of peace which we all so ardently
desire, but more particularly becausc
of the fearless and unhesitating manner
in which they bear witness to our
friendly sentiments to the United
States. Nothing could be more pain-
fully regrettable to a self-respecting
pation than to be persistently described
as thirsting for the blood of a people
toward whom it entertains nothing but
feelings of the most cordial kind.
That is exactly what has happened

This is, as far as we can remember,
the third time during the past forty
years that American missionaries in
Japan have taken public action in
connection with important internation-
al questions, and in each instance
their action has been of a character to
do'credit to their calling and to enlist

the heartiest gratitude of the people
among whom they have for the time
being cast their lot.  The first instance
was in connection with the abolition
to the Japanese, whom a section of the of the system of extra-territorial .

American Press  has systematically jurisdiction. While Japan was strug-

represented as wahting to fight the
Republic. We hope and trust that
the opinion recorded in so influential
a-manner by practically the whole
body of American missionaries in
Japan and which will be placed before
the whole American public;, will go
far in removing the false impression

10

gling hard for the abolition of that
offensive institution and long before
the justice of our aspirations had been
practically recognized by any of the
foreign Powers, it was these preachers
of the Gospel that publicly recorded
their sympathy with us and openly
endorsed the justice of our claims.
1
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Treatment of Japanese in California

.

-

fnel. 436-439. Washington, 125 LI
Fobruary 20, 1908,
Japan Mission of the Reformed ¢
Church in the U.S.(Rev. Wm. £, 1,amnpms)
Transmite copies of the Mission- |
ary Resolution, signed by 116 Am, 't
aissionaries residing in Japan, ex- :
pressing appreciation of the treat-
ment they have received from the
Japansase, and deploring the efforts
to interrupt the friendship between
the Unitad States and Japan.
L. (Rec*<' £r. Pres't,’ Feb. 24%08)
I




	191-0236
	191-0237
	191-0238

