Tranglation. Mainichi Dempo,
Janvary 28, 1908.

THE RUMOR OF WAR BETWEEN JAPAN A'D THE UNITED STATES.

(Svmuary)

To refer agsin to the war scare, says the Mainichi
Dempo, wovld be like recalling an ominovs dream. When the
remor of war between Japan and the United States was first
circvlated in the latter country, the Japanese public
regarded it merely as a temporary development ¢f the anti-
Jauganese agitation in thal cowiiry e« Wnile the agitation
nas somewhat affected the goecd-will of the Japanese towards
tne Americans, still not a single Japanese has dreaued of the
possibility of any armed conflict between the two ceuntries.
The paper has been ridiculing the war scare as absurd and un-
founded, buvt it wonders if it is really so, since some intelli-
ns still seem to be afraid that a conflict is
inevitavle, when the immigration question has almost been
settled and the anti-Japanese agitation has subslded. Speak-
ing of the present sitvation in Averica, Ambassadcer Aoki has
nade the following statement, "When the Auerlcan people talk
{ about & war between tne United States and Japan, they do not
mean to anticipate any conflict in the near frtvra. When they
. consider the present international sitvation between varicus
| Powers, they wonder if the interests of the twc countries in
the Far Fast will not lead eventuvally to a war. This idea is
indeed a deep-rooted one. It is not enouvgh to ridicvle the

idea in corder to remove it. It requires sericus refutation.”

Though the Mainich! Dempe is aware of the part taken by the




he second eircuvlation of the
caper is inclined %o regard Viscount Aoki's utterances as
highly suggestive. When, in the fvture, any contest takes
supremacy of the Pacific, what countries will

the conflict? It may be argved in the United

States, says the Mainichi Dempo, that the United States,

which has vast interests in the Pacific, ought to be ready

for any conflict with Japan. Though any war in the near
fviture vetween the two countries is inconceivable to the paper,
yet the renewed interest of the American puvblic in the
possibility of a war is worth careful considsration in this

countryv.

Y

(Vote. Viscounnt Aokl has denisd the foraroinc statefient

attributed to him.)
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