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THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA.

The African Royal mail steamship Macgregor Laird, A.J. Croft
commander, arrived at Liverpool, May 12, with the mails from
the West Coast of Africa and 50 passengérs. Her dates were—
Benin the 25th, avd Fernando Po the 304 of March; Cameroons
the 1Stjh O %alagar theh2nd, Iflilon%y the 4th, Brass tge éth,
Lagos the 10th, Accra the 12th, Caps t the 15th, Cape
Palmas the 17th, Sierra Leone the 2'%’5?&1?@2%"&
April, Teneriffe the 1st, and Madeira the 3rd of May.

On the 2nd inst. the Macgregor Laird passed the Royal Mail
steamship Athenian, hence, 90 miles north of Teneriffe.

From Cape Coast Castle, under date of the 15th of April, it is
reported that the King of Ashantee had invaded the protected
countries on the @old Coast. For the most authentic information
on this subject, we refer our readers to our interesting corre
spondence from the Gold Coasst, in page 126: :

SIERRA LEONE.
(From our cwon Correspondent.) ' .
April 17.

Alajor Jones, of the 9nd West India Regiment, having been
appointed by the Governor to be_one of the Commissioners for
seftling boundaries with the Liberian Government, left fur
Monrovia in Her Majesty’s ship Philomel, on the 10th April.

Thirteen wounded soldiers have arrived from Lagos, having
been hurt in the attacks on Epé.

1t is stated here that the Gold Coast Artillery Corps is to be
disbanded, in consequence of the mutiny, for which two of the
soldiers were shot, and above eighty are now in penal servitude.
The 4th West India Regiment, it is said, will form the head-
quarters at Cape Coast Castle, whence the necessary detachments
of troops will be sent to the neighbouring settlements.®

We have had a merchants’ ball here, under the patronage of
Mrs. Blackall, the wifo of his Excellency Msajor Blackall,
Governor of this place. The papers complain of there being g0

" many more native gentlemen than ladies present, and accuse the

African fair sex of being backward on such occasions,

Her Majesty’s ship Adventure, which brought up the wounded
soldiers from Lagos, left this on the 2ad April for the West
Xndies, but returned on the 10th, having on board 140 of the

* Wo believé there is an error in this, and that the head-quarters of the
&at‘{ng&]mgimw‘ for African service will be placed at St, Helens,.—
D, A, 1. .

2nd West India Regiment, from the Gambia. The Adventure
left port again on the following Monday. )

His Excellency Major Blackall laid the foundation stone of a
new church at Wilberforce, on the Sth April. 873. had been
collected towards building the church; and the people kad them-
selves brought 1,100 bushels of lime, and 3,000 feet of board,
from a distauce of two miles. This is the way great churches
were built in Europe in the olden {ime, and looks well. His
Excellency commended the people highly for what they had
done; and after stating that civilization was making rapid pro-
gress on the Coast, endeavourad to enforce. upon the people the
importance of good Christian character and conduct. He knew
no difference on account of colour, but he did know of a great
difference as regards character; he could respect the conscien~
tious, the virtuous, the industrious, and the Christian man,
without distinction of colour.

Four natives of the Sherboro have been condemned to death
for a cruel murder there.

THREAT OF THE CAPTAIN OF A FRENCH WAR STEAMER T0 TAKE A

VESSEL BY FORCE OUT OF SIERBA LEONE HARBOUR.
. We copy the following verbatim from the Fyee Press, where

i reidn-6s if-nserted.bauntbority : —

tr An eccurrence which might have led to very serious results,

during the past week. As well as we have been able to ascer-
tain the facts, it appears that one of the English "cruisers, the
Zebra; took, on suspicion of being a slaver, a vessel which.
crrried the French flag, but which flag was hauled down, when
the officer from the Zebra went on board. Be this as it ‘may,
the vessel arrived here without colours—it is said without papers
—and in charge of a lieutenant and a prize crew, and the usual
steps were taken to place her in the Vice-Admiralty Court for-
adjudication. We understand that the French Consul presented:
a formel protest against the seizure of the vessel, on the ground
of her being really French. But the Governor considered he had
no power to interfers between the seizors and the decision of the
Court. On Saturday morning a Freach steamer of war arrived
in the roads, and it is reported that the captain declared his in-
tention to await no decision of the Court, but that having satisfied
himself of the nationality of the vessel, he would proceed to take
her by force, From the appearance of the military and naval

Wwould have signally failed in any such attempt ; but forfunately,
the Court came to a decision, releasing the vessel on the French
Consul’s producing the papers belonging to her, and apologising
for the misconduct of the captain, in not having exhibited theos
when requested by the officer of the Zebra. .

¢ e have no wish, nor indeed have we any information to
enable us, to discuss the question of the validity of the seizure,
but it does appear to us a very dangerous doctriue that captains
of vessels of war should consider themselves entitled to constitute
themselves judges in cases already referred to a legal tribunal,
and to make use of the threat of physical force (however im-
potent they might be to earry it into effect), if their demands
were not instantly complied with. | .

« Jp the present instance weare informed that the Lieutenant-
Governor declined any official communication except through the

Consul, and that the Consul declared himeelf powerless to control

preparations which were made on that afternoon, we believe he-

but which were happily averted, took place in our harbour
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the naval officer. We hope a proper representation may prevent
any danger of a recurrence of 0 unpleasant a question.”

SHERBORO. o

The dry season has been of unusual length and ggyness, and
{he rivers are very low, but some refreshing showerd*Rave lately
fallen. .

The war in the Kittam still continues, and is going adversely
to Prince Mahna, but the navigation of and trade in the rivers 1s
uninterrupted.

The town of Welab, on the Jong, was recently destroyed by
fire; alto a factory at Waterloo, on the Boom.

GOLD COAST. ‘
AR WITH ASHANTEE.—ASHANTEE INVASION OF THE PROTECIOBATE
TERRITOEY OF THE GOLD COAST.
( From our Special Correspondent.)

Tt is not unlikely that ere this time you have received infor-
mation about the pending danger which threatens this coast. We
have for the last three months been anticipating what, fo all
intents and purposes, will prove a reality—viz., a war with the

Kiog of Ashantee. In November last, one of the captains of the -
King being ordered up to Comasie, on a charge of robbing what

is regarded as the King’s quota of gold, and being apprehensive
that the issue would cost his head, escaped with eighty adherents
from the kingdom of Ashantee to the coast, and claimed protec-
tion from the English Government. The King immediately sent
one of his principal chieftains, with a number of  sword-bearers,
to request that the captain and his men should be given up. On
bis arrival at Cape Coast Castle a grand palaver was, held, in
which were present the Governor and Council, the priacipal mez-
chants at Cape Coast and its vicinity, the chiefs and head men of

" Cape Coast, the runaway chief, as well as the King’s messengers.

After a long palaver, the last were unable to substantiate
the charges against the man, who swore that he would rather
have his head cut off before the fort gate than that he ghould be
sent up fo Comasie. After long deliberation it was unanimously
agreed that the captain and his followers wero not to be delivered
up uniil the King should send down witnesses to corroborate the
charges alleged sgainst him. The King demanded that the men
chould be delivered up unconditionally; or, if mot, the Goveraor
must stand the consequence. During this time it was noticed
that Ashantees, who came down as peaceful traders, bought
almost wholly guns, powder, and lead bar, articles which are
decidedly munitions of war. The chiefs in the interior got
alarmed at this, aud seized the articles as the men passed along
their territory. Intelligence of this reached Comasie, and from
{bat time the King gave orders to his.coptains to make prepara-
tions for an invasion. In the meantime the King sent to inform
the Governor that he had broken the treaty with his Govern-
ment, and that he (the King} was going to send down one of his
captains, who was then in the interior, to show the Governor the
treaty. The Governor promised, whenever that should be done,
to deliver the captain up, and even escort him fo the frontiers of-
the King of Ashantee with British soldiers. The next informa-
tion that reached the coast was that a large Ashantee army had
crossed theriver Prah (the boundary line between the protectorate
territory and the kingdom of his Majesty King Quaaku Dush)
towards the eastern district, and that the Kings of Akim had
fallen back before them to get the support of the tribes on the
ceashore. A few days afterwards another army crossed the
Trah at Assin, in a dircet road to Anamaboe and Cape Coast.
Most of the men on the seacoast who are able to bear arms have
left for the Fantee camp, at the neighbourhood of Assin, where
at least about 14,000 men are at present, waiting the movements
of the Ashantees. Scouts have been sent out, and some Ashantee
heads have been gent down, to corroborate the report that the
Ashantces have invaded the Fantee territory, The report is
just now current that pickets of the army of Ajeman, King of
Western Akim, met an Achantee pillaging band, fired at them,
and wounded their leader, who was brought before the King as
& prisoner. He begged hard for his life, and promised to reveal

everything about the war. He was made to swear by his King’s
atool that all that he was about to say were facts. The informa-
tion he gave was the following : The King, on hearing that the
Governor refased to deliver up the men, turned out all the
available force, mumbering about 60,000 men. Of these, 20,000
were to form a corps of observation on tbe eastern district, by
destending on Akim, and thus preventing the Accras, Aquamhus,
and Akims from joining the Fantees, and the remaining 40,000
were to descend upon the Fantees through Assin, sweeping
everything before them, until they arrive at Cape Coast and
Anamaboe, both of which places they intend to sack; the vie.
torious were then to march against the Accras. So that, perhaps
before youreceive this account, we might all have been massacred
by these brutal Ashanfees; but we are determined to give them
a most hearty reception. ‘

The movements of the Ashantees, 1 must confess, have been
very mysterious. Pickets of both armies have met; the Fantees
fired, but the Ashantees simply retire. - It is reported that they
received strict command from the King not to fire wntil he arrives
in the camp. The regulars are under orders to move on to
Dunquor. The ammunition is being carried up by the Cape
Coast people. We are all very busy; so au revoir.  You will
hear from me again, if all is well.

CAPE COAST.

From our own Correspondent.)
April 14, 1863.

Sir,—I am not well now, and shall therefore be very brief,
but trust before the 14th May to be well ‘enough to furnish you
with full details of the vastly-important events at this very
moment engrossing the attention of the whole Gold Coast—viz,,
the invasion of the protected territories by the King of Ashantes
with a comparatively well-disciplined army of from 50,000 to
80,000 men—60,000, I think, is nearest the mark. No action
has yet occurred, but our forces are mustered at three different
points of our frontier.- A¢ the back of Cape Coast and Anamaboe
we have some 20,000; at the back of Ninnebah about 50,000.
The Denkeras and Wassaus 20,000 more. Besides this, the
Aceras, Akims, Aquapems, and Kroboes will muster some 50,000
more. There is no doubt that we could bring 150,000, if not
200,000,% men to the field, but it is equally certain that 50,000
Ashantees will, as affairs are_at pressnt, be more than a match
for us. The movements of Quaku Duah’s army are up to this
hour enveloped in the most impenetrable mystery. Although
his forces have been thirty-three daysin our-territory, we cannot
obtain intelligence of a reliable nature regarding them. Our
people have ¢aptured several of their scouts and spies; buf they
are so exasperated against the Ashantees, that, unfortunately,
they execute them instantly they are caught; but the last spy
stated before his head was off that his master had sworn to sweep
the Coast now and for ever, aud that he had a force of 80,000,
divided into- three armes. The Government, not having made
up their minds that his Msjesty Quaku Dush really meant
war, have until now left the natives to shift for themselves.
Great preparations are certainly being made at the different forls,
but very slowly. Some people have an idea that Quaku Duah
is a king of about the same calibre as those in the vicinitY,°f
Sierra Leone, and that he can be disposed of by three companiés
of the 2nd West India Regiment. But the power of Ashaitee,
like that of Dahomey, is of a very different class; and Ashantee
is more powerful than Dahomey. Commodore Wilmot has
recently returned from Dahomey; he is now at Cape Coast, con-
sulting with our Governor as to the measures to be adopted in
the present crisis. Osai Quaku Duah, King of Ashantee, has
now invaded our territories because, in the month of December
last, one of his chiefs fled to us for protection, and we gave it to
him, I write thisin a hurry, and s0 you must excuse me if it-
is not perfectly legible.

* We fear that there is a at error in this enumeration. We do mot
tes how the protected d;,mcf'iom farpish half the number of effective

men.~—{Ep, 4.7.]
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ACCRA. LAGOS.
( From our own Correspondent.) { From ovur own Correspondent.) N
.. . ril.
Eastern District, Gold Coast, April 9, 1863. His Excellency Governor Freeman leaves for England II:y this

Sir,—Since I wrote you last, we have had ¢ rumours” of war
and earthquake. On the 20th March we had a strong shock at
11-4 At which made us to look for our doors, to escape.
Fortunately, the shock passed away without doing much damage.
Our houses here are one-story houses, mud walls of two feet
thickness, covered with a substantial shingle roof, which, no
doubt, keeps the walls together. = The shock was of the same
nature as the former.,

The Achantees are also moving to attack our Government. I
hope you will have received information from your correspondent
at Cape Coast, who will be able fo give you more par-
ticulars than 1. As rumours are spreading, and enlarge in an
astonishing way, it is difficult for me to say what is true, and

- ywhat not.

_ So much seems to be probable, that we here have not much to
fear, except the Government troops and Fantees were overcome.
T have received a letter from a missionary in Kyebi, Akim, who
says: “The Ashantee war rumours are mosf confused, ~ First,
we were told that three armies were marcbing towards the pro-
tected territories (one towards Cape Coast; the second to attack
Agyemang, chief of a part of Akim, who was fighting with - the
other Akim chief, Ata, in 1859-60, and retired wesiward to
Soedru; and the third towards the river Volta). Soon afterwards
& messenger from Kumassie arrived at Kyebi in due form (t.e.,
with a gilt sword, as a sign that he is sent by the King of
Ashantee), who said that ¢ the Ashantees will not fight with Afa
—they are not Ata’s enemies.’ But the Akim do not be-
lieve him, and keep a strict watch at the frontiers, as it
might be a ruse. The messenger further stated : ¢ Agyemang
(the chief of Soedru, who was in former times under Ashantee
rule, but withdrew to Akim, and is therefore not a good friend of
Ashantee, but attached to the English Government) has killed
an Ashantee man, and has stigmatized others by cutting marks
in their faces, as the Donkos have them {which are slaves in our
country), and has sent them back to Ashantee. He intended to
hint to the King of Ashantee that he considers him not better
than a despised Donko. This made Kwako Duah, Kiog of
Ashantee, angry, who has gent his warriors to catch Agyemang.
Bat this wicked man has run away to Fantee. 'Therefore Kwako
Dush has sent a messenger to Ata, to tell him that he has nothing
to fear.) This is the message. Of course it is a great. question
whether anything is true, as cur African monarchs are as good
diplomatists as any statesman in Europe, as far as they never say
what they mean, but the contrary.” N

" A friend, whose name I am not allowed to mention, but with
whose opinion I fully agree, writes to me: It seems that an
Ashantes war is now imminent, and whatever may be the proxi-
mats cause, the primary one is, doubtless, the shameful mis-
government of 1859-60, which exhibited its' weakness and in-
capacity to the rulers of Ashantee, in allowing the Akim chiefs
to fight and tear each other on the frontier, and the King of
Akwamboe to make human sacrifices openly, a thing never done
with impunity—until then—since the early days immediately
after the Ashantee tar, in 1828 —at least, not within the British
protectorate. These glaring instances of weakness and incapacity
cannot have escaped the notice of the King of Ashantee and
his chiefs, aud hence it appears that it only required a com-
paratively slight moving cause to bring armed bands of
Ashantees over the frontier.”

———g

In addition to the above, we learn that one of the Ashanfee
Epies, taken in the woods neer Cape Coast Castle, stated that his
mission was to obtain some ¢ sand and seawater, to complete the
war Fetish"” (or charm). This, if accomplished, would, it
seems, according to the Ashantee Fetish priests, ensure the pos-
session of the whole country, as far as the seashore, to the
Ashantees, )

Hfr Majesty’s ships Rattlesnake and Ranger were at Cape

ast,

day’s mail.

The senior officer of the detachment of the 3rd West India.
Regiment here has been appointed acting governor, ad inferim,

By a late proclamation, the roads to Abeokuta have been de~
clared open go far as this colony is concerned. If the Abeokutans
respond, which they no doubt will, as their men are now no
longer required for the defence of the town against the Daho-
mans, who have refreated ignominiously to their own country
without hazarding any attack on Abeokuto, trade will be speedily
resumed.

In a second war demonstration at Epé, our troops were not
very successful, and some loss of life is to be deplored. A treaty
has, however, since been signed.

The French flag floats over Porto Novo. This is a heavy blow.
fo us, and will, if the present high duties be persisted in, lead-
toa loss of trade here, we think, although casks have to be
rolled and goods carried eight miles from the sea-beach to Porto:
Novo. There have been some sad blunders here.

. (From a Correspondent.)
A SECOND ATTACK ON EPE, OR EPEE—ALLEGED REPULSE OE IHE
BRITISH TROOPS—SIGNING OF A TREATY.
: . Lagos, April 7, 1863.

Sir,—We, the unfortunate people on this part of the world,
twish to ask a few questions through the medium of your valuable
paper—yviz. : Have the English people changed their policy P
Do they wish the Africans to look to them as Jriends or a3
enemies, or to look upon an Euglishman (whenever he may -
happen to visit any of our towns) with mistrust and jealousy?—O0r
do tho English mean to establish civilization in Africa after the
plan of the Mohammedans in establishing their religion—viz.,
with fire and sword ? ; ‘

Ve feel assured that the English people will answer all the
above questions in one voice—No. But we must say the way
things have been carried on here of late might lead us to‘suppose
s0. The affair I am now particularly alluding to is about a
place called Epeh, a place situated on the Lagoon, about forty
miles to the south and east of Lagos, and belonging to the King
of Jabu. Governor Freeman thought proper, under some autho-
rity, to levy duties at that place the same way as at Lagos, and

- for this reason posted a detachment of a few men belonging to

the 2n0d West Indian Regiment, under an officer by name of Dr.
Rowe, at Palma, the seaport of that place, who was to enforce
the payment of the duties. e know not what communications
passed between the Governor and the above-named gentleman,
but the Governor embarked on board Her Majesty’s ehip Investi-
gator, and proceeded to Epeh, by way of the Lagoon, to enforce
the chief of that place to return the duties levied by that chief,

_as reported to him (Governor Freeman). When ke arrived at

Epeh he summoned the chief of that place, named Possu, to come
to pay him obeisance. This summons Possz refused to obey,
saying that he thought, as he was the chief of hisown couatry,
or town, it was but right that Mr. Freeman should come to see
him first, more particularly as he was quite a stranger, and had
come without any warning. The Governor then sent a message
to Possu, saying that he would give him twenty-four hours to
consider, and if he did not comply with his orders by that time,
he would fire upon his town. Possw’s reply was that he would
not go on board to the Governor, and he did mnot wish for any
quarrel with the English; but if the Governor wished for fighting
with him, and to destroy his town, Ae would fight him. Accor-
dingly, when the stipulated time was up, the Governor, Major
Leveson, and Lieutenant-Commander Lefroy, landed with a party
of between thirty and forty men, under cover of the Armstrong gun
of the Investigator, and were setting fire to the town, when they
received a sharp fire from the muskets of the natives; and they
were eventuslly obliged to make a sharp retreat, two or three
being wounded, amongst whom was Major Leveson, who got a
ghot in the meck, which could mot be got out, and he has been

obliged to return to England.
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The setting fire to that place has caused great loss to the firm
of Oswald and Co., who had several thousand galloris of oil at
Palma; also to a French firm that had a trading depét at the
same place. Not being satisfied with the above, on his return
down in the Investigator, they came to a place called Egina,
about ten or twelve miles from Epeh, on the Lagos side, and set
fire to and destroyed that, where the people showed no hostility,
and destroyed all the property of Mr. J. M. Tarner, a black
man, who was the only one trading there, trying to collect
produce to pay bis debts to a firm in London; and thre tas done
swhilst My. Tirner was gons on a measage from Governor Freeman
to a neighbouring town.

Mr. Freeman, it seemed, got exasperated at being, as it were,
beaten on this occasion ; so in three or four days after he re-
turned to Epeh with the Investigator, taking with him
the whole of the troops that were stationed here, and
some belonging to the 3rd West Indian Regiment, that
bad just arrived in the Adventure, to relieve the 2ud West
India; together with some irregular troops of Hauss nien, and
with Lieutenant-Commander Dolben, of Her Masjesty’s ship
Handy, mustering about 150 strong. When they got to Epeh
-the Governor again demauded that Possu gshould come to him,
+which of course he refused todo, saying that if the Governor came
1o him 8s a friend he would be very glad to receive him at his
house, and that he would not be molested. Governor Free-
man thought it too much below his dignity to go on shore to
Possy, and sent a message to say that if Possu did not comply forth-
with, he would land and take him by force. Possu’s reply was:
«T do not want any dispute at all with you ; I'do not want to fight
with you; I know you have plenty big guns, and you are stronger

than I, but I will ot come on board to you. I see you wanf to

kill me, and I may as well die one way as the other, Ihavedone
you no wrong as 1 know of, and if I had, why nof come fo me
peaceably, aud let.us explain matters to each other? Why
come {o fight me? Ts that the fashion of your country
to settle matters? Is that the way your Queen told you
to do to the black man? We thought the white men
came to make our country good, but we find they come to destroy
and take all our country from usand kill us. I say again I
don’t want war ; but if you come on shore here to war with me,
1 will fight you”” Upon receiving this messsge the Governor
hauled down his flag of truce, 'and immediately landed with all
his force, consisting of the soldiers of the West Indian Regiment,
the Hausa men, and &3 many men as they could spare from the
Investigator. But they got a warmer reception than they ex-
pected, for Possu and his people were better prepared than before.
The result was that they got for the second time next thing to
being beater, and in fact would have been cut and shot down

almost to & man, had it not been for the Hausa men, who held"

Possu’s troops in check when one party was coming down by

_another road to form a junction which would have completely -

hemmed the Governor's party in and stopped their retreat to the
‘boats. However, they managed to get to the boats in some sort
of way, leaving a rocket tube in possession of the enemy, besides
tbree being killed and about thirty-five” wounded, some very
dangerously, Lieutenant Dolben was among the wounded, and
has been otliged to be sent to ‘Ascension, and the captain of
the new detachment was also slightly wounded. Of course, then
the Governor returned to Lagos, and a few days after he sent
H.M’s ship Handy, with Dr. Rowe, to Possu, to offer terms of
peace; and tell him to come to Lagos and signa treaty. Buthewould
not sgree on any account to come to Lagos. The Governor sent
to tell him that if he would come to Lagos, he would make a
great chief of him; but Possu could mot be caught
by such bait. He said that he was already a chief, and in his
own country; and he was quite satisfied ‘with it. That he was
a chicf long before he ever saw Mr. Freeman, and his ancestors
had all been chiefs. As for signing the treaty, he saw o reason
swhy he should have to go to Lagos to sign it, more than any
other chiefs had done before, If the Governor wished him to
sign a freaty, let him send it and esplain it to him, and, if fair,
he would gladly sign it, as he wanted no palaver with white men.
Accordingly, the treaty was taken to bim, and he signed it; but

what that treaty contained we know not; buf we hope that it
was fully explained to him, as the roverse has often been the
case in Africa. :

Now, Mr, Edilor, we wish to know, after all this loss of life
and blood, not to say anything about other things, what has the
Governor gained by all this for the English Crown, or for his own
honour? What is Epeh itself worth as a possession to the
English or other European nations? What right has Governor
Freeman with Epeh? We know that Lagos belongs to the
English, but that has nothing, nor ever had anything to do with

Epeh. Before Lagos was made over to the English it had
nothing to do with Epeh, mor uatil this day, so0
far as we know. Mr., Freeman accused Possu of

forming duties at Palma which belongs to Epeh, and
for selling slaves, but FPossu indignantly denied the latter,
and challenged him to bring proofs, He said he made all his
men, or whoever of his people traded with the white people at
Palma, pay so many strings of cowries, equal to about ninepence,
for & certain quantity of oil that they sold—which custom had
existed for some length of time—and fAat he considered as his
proper revenue. We all feel assured that it is not the wish of
the people of England to use such extreme measures for such
paltry matters; but certainly they ought to send some person of
foresight and experience, or at least some one who had got sound
opinions of his own ; notone that will get prejudiced by heursay,
and punish the innccent for the guilty, merely because they are
all “black fellows.” Took how the French are establishing
themselves on different parts of this coast; but we have never
heard about any killing, or burning, and destroying by them.
For instance, Porto Novo: the French have got that place given
to them quietly and peaceably, without any fighting.

TWe beg that you will not, on account of the length, refuse to
insert our communication in your paper, as we wish the matter
to come to the notice of the officials and good people of England,

who we know wish justice should be dispensed with merey.— ]

We are, your cbeldient servants, CoNTEMPLATORS.

P.S.— We forgot to mention one very strong remark of Possus, -
and which every one of us join in—viz., *“ Had Mr. Glover® been |
here, all this rout would not have been ; ke 12 {hs man that conld |

' !

go. through Africa.”

ABEOKUTA.
HETREAT OF THE DAHOMANS—SAFETY OF ABEOKUTA.

We are indeed happy to state that our favourable anticipations
have been realised. The Dahomans found the Abeokutauns {oo
strong to give them any chance of success. There seems to have
been mo combination whatever between the Dahomans and
Ibadans. As regards Abeokuta itself, Dahomey must in futars
be regarded merely in the light of an obstraetive and hartful
nuisance. We hope that the tacit confession of weakness made
by the Dahomans, ia their retreating without hazarding an attack
on Abeokuta, will make the Dahoman Kiog and chiefs more in-
clined than herétofore to accede to the expressed wishes of Eng-
land for a change of system in Dahomey. : ‘

We copy the following verbatim from the Ziwe Irohin, published
at Abeokuta. It is interesting, as showing the nature, habits,
and customs in time of war, as well as a record of faots :—

tAMance 23.—The Dahoman alarm proved to be more real
this year than at any time since the year 1851, when the famous
battles were fought on the 3rd and 4th of March of that year,
ending in the total defeat of the Dahomans. Great exoitement
prevailed on the 6th instant. The enemy was gaid to be some-
where near Ibara. Thousands of armed men assembled at their
various posts to defend the town from attack. The large number
that were brought together, all armed with muskets, some with
pistols, and others with a sword as well, showqd how abundantly
they had supplied themselves of late years with these weapons
of offsace and defence. On the 7th the Dahomans were

* Commander Glover, who happily went out by last mail to Lsgos, 89
Acting Governor. We aze glad to see 1his native tribute to the great merits
of Commander Glover, and have Do reason 1o doubt that we shall find
%niplic}use for congratulating the Colonial Office on bis appointment.—

p, 4. T

. at Otta it was supposed Abeokuts had been taken.
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observed, with the use of a telescope, marching near the Ibara
wood. The town of Ibara is situated on a hill enclosed by a
wood, bearing mear due west from Abeokuta, abont seven miles
distant. Being thus enclosed, the town cannof be seen from
Abeokuta, but the wood is a conspicuous object. The people
had previously fled to Abeokuta and other places for protection;
the Dahomans met there nothing but an empty town. Oa the
ath several small parties went out to observe the enemy. One or
two of theso approached too near, and were made prisoners. A
gpeedy attack was anticipated, and every preparation made. An
easterly wind blew for two or three days, which thickened the
atmosphere so that distant objects were obscured. On the even-
ing of Monday rapid firing was heard, which was supposed to
be an attack. Those sleeping at home rushed to their posts, but
found it to be a mistake. On the following night a general dis-
charge of muskets took place throughout the Egba lines by
arrangement, in order to prove their efficiency, and as & demon-
stration to the enemy. The effect was singular as seen from a
hill commanding a view of the walls occupied by the people, ex-
tending over several miles, It produced a considerable effect on
the ememy, we are told, and was heard in the farms near Lagos;
A fall of
rain cleared the atmosphere, and distant objects became agein
yisible. The Dahomans were observed to have encamped
around the Ibara wood, baving it in their rear, and in their
feont were several small patches of trees and underwood, which
afforded them partiel cover. They appeared to occupy extended
lines, with but little depth, and to be divided into divisions of
some sort, with well marked spaces befween. Their main strength
appeared to be on their right, which occupied the highest ground,
on the south side of Ibara wood. On Friday a party of young
men went out to observe the enemy, and were driven back. On
Sunday, the 15th, two persons on horseback, one of them of rank,

went fo obserse the enemy : they went too near, and were sur-
rounded and fired on by parties in ambush. They eccaped by
the strength of their horses, through God’s good providence. One
of the horses was so severely wounded, that he died on the
road returning, and his rider received several wounds. We
observed on Wednesday evening, the 19th, a large fire in the
direction of the Dahomey camp; it is supposed to have been
caused by their burning the town of Ibara. The following morn-
ing the Dahoman camp appeared as usnal: In the course of the
forenoon smoke was seen to ascend froma place on the northof Ibars,
and more distant, supposed to be some other village destroyed
by them. In the evening a report prevailed that the Dahomans
had destroyed three or four small towns, and caught many per-
sons in them. It is strange that small towns should remain
ocenpied, with so formidable an enemy near. Since writing the
above a person who fled with his family has been spoken with.
He states that he belongs to Ibara.” On the approach of the
Dahomans he fled to Kesson. That on the morning of ;the 19th
‘the Dahomans came and sttacked Kesson, but he fled with his
family as soon as he heard the report of their muskets. On the
20h, & fresh party were seen in the Dahomey camp, in the rear
of their lines ; they were supposed to be captives, others supposed
them to be holding a public meeting. Some of the Ibara people,
going off, it was supposed, to Tberekodo, were attacked by a
party of Egbas and Ijayes on thelook out; on their return with
those whom they caught, the chiefs seized as many as they could,
to set them at liberty, and commanded all the rest to be de-
livered up. A considerable stir was observed in one part of the
Dahomey camp on the morning of the 21st. A party of Egbas
were seen going ‘out to observe them, with the belief that the |
Dahomans had left, becaise they had destroyed some towns and
made a few captives. Of this party it is reported that fifteen, at
least, were caoght in an ambush, and the rest returned with
shame. Many young men among the Egbas and the Ijayes have
been thus caught; unwilling to believe their elders, proud and
selfwilled, they have had to pay dear for a little experience. As
the new moon appeared the Mohammedaas fired their muskets ot
the close of their fast, and on Sunday they went out to perform

_them, and ensure their not getting free.

their usual ceremonies, accompanied by firing. Early on Sunday
morning a heavy rain fell, lasting for a considerable time; afterit

had ceaseg the atmosphere became very clear; a great stir was
observed in the Dahomey camp, a great moving about, fires were
generally lit, as shown by the smoke. To-day, the 23rd inst., the
camp was hidden by a heavy mist until after nine o’clock; on
its clearing away objects became visible. The camp appeared
as usual, but no one could be scen moving about; after some time
a fire was observed to burn beyond the Ibara wood. When near
twelve o’clock 4 fire was seen in the Dahomey camp. At the same
time a large number of persons were observed moving about, and
one on horseback dressed in white. It soon became apparent to
us that the Dahomans had deserted their camp, that the Egbas
had taken possession of it, and were burning it down. We were
coon after informed that some sne had escaped in the night and
brought information to the Egbas that the Dahomans were on
their homeward march, It is a subject of great gratification and
thankfulness to God that this great invasion has thus terminated.
The Dahomans saw Abeokuta, and feared to attack it. The
prayers of God’s people for this place have prevailed; those who
thirsted for our blood have been influenced by a higher power
than man’s. To God be all the praise.

¢ ApmiL 6.—In continuation of the account given of the
Dahoman invasion, I have to bring a few facts and incidents
together connected with it. Several European friends went to
visit Thara and the site of the Dahomey camp on the Tuesdsy.
The impression conveyed to them was that the Dahomans were
not so strong es they have been thought to be; one person sup-
posed them to have been not above 10,000 fighting persons, men
and_women.  The camp, seen from Abeokuta, was only a part
arranged in thres single lines, with a considerable space between
the end of one line and the beginning of another, as if to make
the best possible appearance, if seen from & distance. The camp-
behind Ibara was larger, in which the King was present, for
whom a superior dwelling was erected, as seen by the remains.
One of those who went to see the epot, remarked that they were
evidéntly in great fear, for their huts are everywhere a good
gunshot off from Ibsra bush, as if afraid it would
give cover to an ememy. It was reported in " Abeo-
kuta that of some prisoners they had taken one had escaped,
stating that the Dahomans pierced their hands or arms just
above the wrist, and passed a cord throngh the wound, to tie
One of the gentlemen
who visited the site was desirous of testing the trath of this
statement. Ha examined the body of a man, and found on hisarm
a wound above the wrist as described. Another individual was
anxious to know whether the bodies had been otherwise maimed,
as described to him, and verified its truth by inspection. One of
the native Christisns reportiog that he had seen many dead
bodies, headless corpses, but that they were chiefly old men, was
asked how he could tell they were old. He remarked that their
scalps were there, aud the hair was. grey. The Dahomans seek
to secure skulls, and after beheading & man have a process of
cleaning it, as the skull is the only valuable part. Thus
{heir own friends who fall in battle
and their skulls taken home. ho can distinguish between
the skull of friend or foe?
doings of the Dahomans after leaving this place.. The first was
that they had attacked and destroyed Ishala, a town in leaguc
with thém, but it was not {rue, and again, that the Okeodan
people and others had attacked them on their way home; bat
this also we believe to have no foundation in trath. Whilst t_bey
were at Ibara they destroyed ceveral small towns in_its neigh-
bourhood ; those named are Ilewo, Kesson, and Ijalle. As
mentioned before, the Ibara people were attacked by the Abeo-
kuta people. It appears they were going off or coming to
Abeokuts, that some of the Abeokuta and Ijaye people heard of
it, and thinking to get plunder, went to meet them., They en-
deavoured to plunder ; the Ibara people rez:noustrated_ and rgsxsted.
A fight ensued, in which many on both sides fell, including the
Chief of Ibars, and they were captared. As eoon as the chiefs
of Abeokuta heard of it they were filled with indignation at the
conduct of their people, and have used every means since to give
liberty to every one thus taken. Sentence of death was passed
on the individual who shot the Chief of Ibara.”

T v ie S

are beheaded,

Several reports are rife as to the .
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" ¥ i i : .5, anything beyond the mere ¢ otism of surface philanthropy, | some joint action on the part of the French and Briiish Govern-
@IAQ 3&“&“ @1!"95. tgztgl:e:ta ?n?;‘:’it?ég?c;hg: ;%igehiﬁ 1:23?}:;2 gee:tr;;,ige;?ﬁe ﬁf?ncﬁ' ﬁnﬁ freagh suypport. If it e\:egr perish for wang of it, while, | ments might surely be tried for putting & stop to the Dahoman
PUBLISHED MONTHLY. PRICE 53., STAMPED. —not yet opened that magnificent country to industry and com. »s now, faithful in its mission, disgrace to thoss who shall have | man-stealing expedition (for their so-called wars are nothing
You are earnestly requested to allow your name to be added to the | merce? It has organised ?mblic opinion against it so as to clain; allowed it toperish. And heretwo must say oneword to the educated | else), fo the cla ve-tra%e from, and the horribls customs ia, Da-
list of yearly subseribers, Price bs. per annum for each copy, payable | the attention of Government, and incite it to action. Since the Africans of the West Coast. They have recognised, and are recog- | homey. If this can be accomplished, no one would hail the
in advauce. AFRICAN-AID SociETy, 8, Adelphi-terrace, moment at which it struck the first blow at Dahoman atrocities aising, by their subscriptions to this paper, the importance to them | presence of French authorities in Dahomey more joyfully than
. Straud, W.C., London. it has vigilantly watched for and taken advantage of Oppor: of the African Tites. But they have not as yet done anything fO{ ourrrs;lvels. . Lae ondeat. eivi

N.B. Post-office orders for Subscriptions to the African Timestobe | tynities for repewing the attack; and if supplied with the - the support of TrE SocteTY whose influence makes that journa e letter of our Lagos corresponcent, giving an account of
made payable to War J. Jouxsox, 121, Fleet-street, at the General | gpovcs of war, it will eventually triumph. a power. In future every subscription will be pubhshed in this {§ the second mx_l;tary and navt_ll expedition _from Lagos against
Post-office, London. Tt asked ant’i it obtained & consular establishment for Abeokuta paper. Every educated and commercial African ought to feel | Possu, the chief of _Epeh, will be read with grief and pain.
as the commencement of a system of interior consulates—of that this society €8 kis. The name of every one ought to be | What shall we say with regard to those dead and wounded men
v A M bringing a direct British action to bear upon the centres of pro- found year by year in the list of its annual subscribers. There | who have suffered on our side, as well as to the natives who
g g flr I»C ﬂ n I]u 95 duction. It did not obtain it in the perfeet form that it Qesired are hundreds who can afford their one or two guineas a-year. have been mude victims of those expeditions. Poor Lieutenant
‘ : * and thence came whatever disappointment has ensued. Had 9: Itis only thus they can show that they recognise the jmportant Doll.)en, _who has been sent to f&scensmn, _mll, we hope, be sI_)aIed
ne o Abeokuta i efforts of this society for them and for their race and country; | to his friends and to the service, of which he promised fair to

consul gone ¢ ta in the name of the Queen of England, y ; : - A
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 1863. he would have been received and welcomed, while a vice-consul, thus only they can show that they are alive to the vast benefits | be a most useful &and dlsh_n_gmshed officer. We wait with
A ‘ going in the neme of the unknown and unrecognised Governor of the civilization of which they have themselves become anxiety to hear what the British Government will say to these
AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY. of Lagos, failed to obtain acceptance. But the victory is only partakers. It was for this that we hailed with peculiar satisfac- proceedings on the part of the local authority. Lives have been
STUBSCRIPTIONS SINGE OUR LAST : deferred, the vote for Abeokuta maintains its place in the ’ tion the snnual subscription of the Rev. Mr. Robbin, Colonial | lost, properly destroyed, and the Br}hsh name and moral m_ﬁgence
Frederick Tuckett, Es ' £2 0 0 estimates; and Abeokuta will receive ere long a consular Chaplain at the Gambia, as announced in our last. His worthy has unqugshol’mbly suffered. We will not prejudge the decision of
- Samuel Gurne Fe *‘lﬁ P, ( i . . . . 2-1« > organization, with the certainty of its producing a great increase and honoured name stands first on the list of our African Her Majesty’s Government, which, we hope, will ‘speedily be
ilis Es(euencj', lff-';r.ﬁla'ckaﬁ')(;' © of Si . of industrial and commercial exertions, : subscribers. We hope, for the credit of the e_ducated Africans, | given. As Governor Freeman and the Colonial Secretary are
T.cone y 28] , Governor olf olerra 5 0 0 It-desired to send artizans and agriculturists from Canada and that it is but the first of hundreds. Then will the people of | now both in England, there 1s no excuse for procrastination or
W. P. Paton 'Eeq " Glascow . ) T T 5 0 0 the States. But {his.was opposed in Abeokuta by those who Epgland recognise the advancing civilization of Africa. delay. If the conduct of the local authority be approved, we
R, Chariton,’Eszl. .,Bﬁétsa ) 1 0 o|DoW deplore that there are mo brick and tile-makers there—no . are entitled fO.kH.OWfthlS; ;nd_ the groundsbof; EI])P?V&}]-_ ]fflttge
! — handicraftsmen to instruct the youth in the mechanics _of THE ASHANTEE WAR, THE RELIEF OF ABEOXUTA, | Dot approved, it '5% igzu 1mp%rrtan1r1:eut at’ f? e_:"{li?ltlhO be
THE AC . civilization. Bat since they were objected fo there, it has pur- AND THE SECOND RAID AT EPE. Government should be known. esha Iﬁ"i’bs or i, 1 A 9’% lia
TION OF THE AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY. posed assisting some to Ambas Bay; there to form an industrial Ovxr coast news of this month is very important. The exclusive any - unnecessary delay. We are now the recognised publc
Every element intelligence to be found in our columns will well repay perusal. guardians of the African people, and of the interests of advancing
civilization in Africa, and therefore these Lagos military expe-

We fear there is no doubt of an Ashantee war. -Imperfect ag | ©1V]
ditions touch us nearly.

" Roux: was not built in a day. Few societies that effect any per | aud mechanical nucleus for neighbouring states.
our system (if it merit the name of a system) on the Gold Coast

manent good are grand in their beginnings, Precociousnéss in | of success is to bo found there. But the work cannot be done

fhem, as in chlldrgn, is fatal to real power. Fiction alone starts | without money. The society cannot make bricks without straw,
into complete_ exisfence; while the realities of life build up | and it objects to spending 507, in obtaining 1004 It has sup- is, the comparative security of life there has long been gragually
gradually the individual and general structures of human his- | plied fands for making the first commercial road ever attempted draining Ashantee of a portion of its population. ~Slaves seek SOURCE OF THE NILE.
tory. Error is glittering ; nothing is easicr than to dazzle and | in mative Africa, {hat forming by the Basle missionaries over the refuge there, rather then be slsughtered and buried in a dead Captein Speke and Captain Grant have found the great source
to ‘win with it. Truth is the reverce of this; snd struggles | Aquapem Mountaine, at the Gold Coast. It has been incessantly chief's grave. Is any chief or headman summoned to Comassie | f thg famous river Nile. We congratulate the selentific world
amid difficulty and hardship into appreciation and favour. Took | stimulating the Government to a system of roads in our African in & manner that causes him to dread a fatal termination to his | 433 more especially Cap'tains Speke and Grant, on this discovery’
_at our great missionary socleties. Consult their early records, | possessions of the Gold Coast, that +will open those naturally journey, he prefers to migrate to the protected territories With | wgr the particulars we must refer our readers to Sir Rodericl;
The Church Missionary Society was at first very coldly received. | ealthy districts to easy communication with the coast.  For his willing followers. If the British Government had fully Mumhigol;'s letter, on page 134
During some years its income fluctuated from three or four hun- | 150 years Epgland was active in devastating and depopulating _comprehended its inevitable mission on the Gold Coast, the active ; ’ - .
dred to a thousand pounds a-year. People who could not, ordid | the Gold Coast; but during fifty years of beiter conduct she has influences of civilization would long ere this have penetrated :
not, care to see, or were unable to grasp the great principle of its | not made five miles of road there! ~Government abandoned the - Ashantee, and such a war as is- now imminent, or actually com- EAST AFRICA.
existence, sneered at it, no doubt. It was doing nothing, of | Fort of Quittah, on the Slave Coast, to save 3007. or 400/ a-year.. menced, would have been impossible. Had there been roads | Wz had intended entering fully this month into the important
course. No one could perceive any rich fruit of its exertions; This led to a renewed slave-trade, and to 700 to 1,000 slaves » from the coast to the Ashantee frontier, every police post at | question of the obstructive Portuguese influences in the- East
and yet it had sown and gathered something in from the first | a-year being carried past it into the lagoons, for shipment to their terminus would have been a radiating centre of civilising | African rivers. Commecrce, civilization, and missionary effort
seed—and yet it was from the first moment gradually advancing Cuba. The society never relaxed its efforts till orders were sent " infuences. We think that on the first symptoms of approaching } are paralysed there by the ineradicable slave-trade propensities
toward the great harvest of its present utility—and yet it had | out relative fo the reoccupation of the fort. trouble with Ashantes, the Gold Coast authorities ought to have | of the unworthy representatives of Europe on the coast. The
securely laid the foundation of its present goodly editice. The Compelled by inadequacy of fands to postpone is emigration called upon the chiefs to open up military paths, if not Zambesi stations of the Oxford and Cambridge Mission, aban-
i doned to themselves by the withdrawal of the Govercment

germ of its actual vigorous life was swelling amid the cerements | efforte, except as it has been the means of rescuing several indi- roads, through their districts. Now we suppose every Iman is
of the national apathy, ason to throw out its roots, fo raise high viduals from misery here, and sending them abroad to prosperity, engaged as a soldier. The people have to defend their homes. | grant for the Zambesi expedition, bave now a strong claim to
its he_ad an_d spread w1d§ its branches; to fatten and flourish in is it nothing that it has obtained 4 recognised political influence ? But when this war shall have finished, roads must be made, and | our active sympathy and support.
the rich soil and sunshine of popular w_ea}th and favour, end Nothing that it has brought Africa into the light of public opinion such changes as may be requisite in the character of our occupa- | our power to aid the mission, as W
_.cast around the precious leaves of Christian truth appointed | here? ~Notbing that purposed iniquity on the Coast expresses a tion thete in order to enable this to be effected must be ordered. | bretbren in Natal, in obtaining the release of East Africa from
for the healing of the nations. . ' dread of the African-Aid Society and its journal?' Nothing that A wave of civilization must have way made for it to rolt on from the slave-trade depopulating and debasing thraldom in which it
A fI.t W°X!g Jélsqy be thought presumptous in us to liken the - it keeps Government and governors awake and in check ? Nothing . the seacoast to the Kong Mountains, We are sorry not to have | is held, through the claims of Portugal, upon & long line of coast,
2 réfan- A . tf:\mety, now struggling through the diseases end | that the educated African on the coast has been made to feel that heard of apy proclamation forbidding the Fantees and other | including the embouchure of the principal rivers. . .
bee eness odm_ancy, with that veteran socicty whose efforts have | he has now a public advocate in England? Nothing that Lagos people of the protected territories to slaughter and decapitate Meanwhile, we hope it will not be deemed impertinent in us3
een crowned with much success. But there is no presumptionin | hes become a British colony, and, in spite of temporary mis- their prisoners. It is mot creditable to us that it should be | by the distinguished men at the head of the CentralCAftiSjnA }ﬁiis-
er entrances into Centr ica

mansgement, a beacon of civilization? Nothing that the princi- thought pleasant to our authorities on the coast to have human | sion to remind them there are oth i 1 Afri
and to coun- | than those from the East Coast. Why not strike at_the intertor

We shall'do ali that lies in
¢l as our enterprising colonial

ccf)‘nt)lfati?hg the f{:ltiual infancyfoflthe one with the remote infency
of the other. societies of slow development are subject to | ple of interior consulates has been acceded to? Nothing that, by heads s in Africa to civilise
th}f iameh ei})’_ maladies. The future alone can determine sending its Brazilian tilemaker to Abeokuta,® it has opened eyes Tenancee};gxtga:x?i)razggei?s :mfthe Waty to zivili,se. Again, if | of Africa from both «ides of the continenf at once? A secure
W Eth.e; the African-Aid Society will pass safely through those | there as to the real material wants of Africa? Nothiog that it is the quarrel proceed to full and widespread hostilities, we hope | and most important access is to open them;from the West Coast.
}0 “i 1?1 it, in common with others, has been subject. But we | urging the change of system in Dahomey—the improvement of the small British force there will bs under good leadership. Ve Rabba, on the River Niger, which will, in some fvey or other,
earlessly maintain that if actual service performed entitles to | harbours, the making of roads, the production of cotton—the confess to great misgivings on this point. The state of the Gold | soon be opened to organised commercial enterprise, is the western
N e the African-Aid Society has eSt.ab!’Shfd its claim. | utilising of the Niger and other great rivers—the production of Coast Artillery Corps does not inspire us with any - apfidence in | outpost of the great Mohammedan error in Central Africa. An
the m:tt'vis apld ﬁ]ltts 1self-1mpoze¢(ii mission? To gm}_)ple with | coffee (_for Africa could soon supply enormous quantities)-——and those who have allowed {hut formerly tine, well- behaved body of | able, earnest, prudent, active bishop at Rabba might lay the
e haftna t%“ ] _ah_loppressfan egrade Africa, and its people | conducing gradually, but surely, to the development of all re- men to lose all discipline and subordination. The Achantees | foundation of 8 Christian influence that would spread
P ﬁq enA e ennihilation o the atrocious slave-irade, which | sources, and the annihilation of the slave-trade? have been always formidable cnemies, They are a warlike | throughout Central Africa, and overthrow that dominant
tx:ams] t e hfncan continent of its life’s _blood—and to aid and |  Honour to those who have supported and are supporting it - people, and our tyroo + will require good handling. misture of Mohammedanism end heathenism which now
}s] 1th;1 afe : el development of the industrial resources which God | by their pecuniery sid. They are doing through it a great work Tbe’ md our thepDahomans e B countr; without daring | prevaile e el certain hat within mo vers Tong period
as there so lavished. for Africa. Wherever in Great Britain, there exists, as regards to attack Abeokuta gives cause for great thankfulness and re- | & Bishop of Rabba might be followed by & Bishop of Kano.
<sion of weakness on the part of This is a work too important to be longer neglected, and one

ly suited to the ecolesiastical organization of the
Its efforts in this direction

ortant results. - Now that | thatis particulat

And what has been i ion? N : . 0 5
its action? New born, it entered the lists * Ap article on this subject will appear in our mext. The important joicing. It is a practical confe
Oxford snd Cambridge Mission.

against the slave-trade wars and traffie, end the superstitious | | appear 1 O '
set . : s . ews from the Coast bas prevented its insertion in the present number,— the Dah 3
atrocities of Dahomey! Is it a just ground of reproach toit | Ep, 4.7 ° P the Fren‘é’;“&:‘_gﬁleﬁ:yb;ﬁd at;p;i[:;{)e e Goneul to Dabomey,
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N = <01 lanted in the Botanic Gardens. Very sanguine expectations are &
would rest upon the influentisl basis of British presence and | us that, in order to make the revenue above mentioned secure, SOUTH AND TAST AFRICA. Entertained o Botaplo Gardens,  Very sgsies oD atte s ;

occupation, at Lagos only 180 miles from Rabba, and at the | the Governor ought, by some conciliatory means, to have intro-
British establishments that must soon permanently cccupy the duced Porto Novo into this revenue system. A paramount in-
Niger. Intelligence would come to England by every monthly | fluence in Potto Novo seems almost indispensable to a productive
mail, and the zeal and interest of the supporters of the mission | revenue system at Lagos. The not having secured this, is,
would thus be kept alive. We must, with all deference, beg | therefore, a grave fault, and may make the tweaty odd thousands
Yeave to submit that only by such an action from the west, as | from rum and tobacco only a revenue on paper after all. The
well as up the Zambesi from tho east, can it have a just claim | sooner this is looked to by the Acting Governor at Lagos, or
to retain its present title of Central African Mission. If it con- § by the new Governor, should Mr. Stanhope Freeman not
fine jtself to the Zambesi effort, the East African Mission will be | return there, the better. If those duties cannot be
its most fitting designation. In our earnest anxiety for the | levied without diverting the trade to Porio Novo, they had
civilization of Africa throughout, we cannot conceal our convic- | better be at once repealed, or reduced to such an amouat as
tion of the widespread benefits that may result from an imme- | can be levied withont thus injuring the trade of the port.
diate action in the direction we now presume to suggest and | As these new duties are greatly complained of by the Brazilian
recommend. . and other foreign merchants, who chiefly carry on the rum and

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. . marketable plant.
The mail steamship Briton arrived at Plymouth April 281h, An indigenous grass that grows in great abundance more or
ith the Cape meil and thirty-five passengers. She left the Cape | less throughout the colony, and that yields a most beautiful
“;;the 290d, St. Helena on the 3lst March, and Ascension 00 [ ghroug tassel, exactly resembling silk, is likely to prove a Dy
fhe sth April. The Cape Parliament was to meet on the 16th | Tauable textile stapie. A sample was lately taken home by .
of April. . . Ar. Otto, and shown by him to a spioner at Macclesfield, who
The colony was goffering under very serious depression. Three | offered to purchase any quantity. As this plant is .wﬂd,‘and
cars’ drought and the long winter had reduced the agricultural | jotice to the soil, there is no saying how far cultivation might
opulation to great straits. ' not develop it into a profitable staple for cultivation.
Provisions were scarce and dear, and money dearer. It was,how- Now that arrowroot sells so badly in Eogland, itis of great
ever, hoped that the depression would ultimately benefit the colony, | importance to the smaller and least wealthy of the coast agricul-
by promptiog to large improvements je farming and commerce. turists that thess articles and cotton should become profitable. As
Fine rains continued to fall in all patts of the colony. The | vou only consume less than 800 tons of arrowroot a-year in
fobacco trade, it is not likely they will submit to them if th sppearenca of the country was beautful, and thero wes great | England from all quarters of (he world, there oo ML It
REVENUES OF LAGOS. cgna;'ﬁp é' ° Ii‘o tme Ou;hty tb:g;gle tiub;nios"o Ae?:aae OH?; r%)misti Dflg?ﬁnodfai[ta::i?tgec{?ﬁ:ral corvette Jamestown, twenty lgsr ?:ahfe:nmgaitlff llli,t: ?11::3. yo%iﬁngdqg:fignégege:ot Ebring above
Ax adequate revenue is indispeusable to every colony or state, | diverted is not easily recalled. Buf if the duties can be mein- n P e China. put into Table Bay, having 3amaged her rudder. | ags I;cwt 8
if good is to be effected. To expect any administration to ad- | tained without thus diverting the trade, it is on all accounts guns, or Ef 13 ts romain two :iaya o & plbea of effecting aapgtal womises to become more reasonable for our planters
minister nofAing, with benefit, is simply absurd. Rule implies desirable that they should be maintained. It is only because we She was 3] greo that time she shipp:ed surreptitiously about | pere P Thep Tondon and South African Bank opened a branch in
revenue. Without the latier, the former is more than liable to | havo a doubt on this point that we refrain from urging the repeal TepaLrs. urmﬁl o : Darban at the beginning of February. It is rumoured that the
fall into conterapt. We have, therefore, always advocated the | of the 3 per cent. ad valorems duty on British and other manu-. twenty seamen there. N resent rate twelve per cent., will be reduced to a more reason-
raising of a sufficient revenue in our new colony of Lagos. But it | factured goods imported at the same time with the rum and NATAL abIB foure ’<hen ap‘plicatioxis for accommodation will propor-
was equally necessary for the future welfare of the colony that | tobacco duties. - We detest ad calorem duties. They lead to * e ST

i i . Th al statements and reports of our
the revenue system should be based upon sound and established &ﬁfﬁﬁnj’iﬁﬁm& bznirsml:lave been lately issued. They show

principles. We therefore objecled to duties on manufactured for 1862 :—

fraud and deception, under which the honest, upright trader, who

-will not resort to them, suffers; and if a sufficient revenue could

(I’}'om' our own Correspondent.)
March 7, 1863.

goods imported, and other duties at the same’time on the export | be raised from rum, spirits, and tobacco, we would have them . The conduct of the raseally Portuguese in the matter of the Canital . Fized _ Bills
produce purchased with those goods. ~This has since been | dispensed with altogether. We hopo the attention of the Acting trading cutter Agnes, up Kiog George’s River, Delagos Bay, has pms up. Deposits. dls‘counted.
changed.” We have already congratulated the colony upon that | Qovernor of Lagos will be immediately directed to these points. greatly irritated our mercantile people here. For all prz}chcal Natal Bank . . 40,000 53,000 139,677
change. Instead of those mixed duties, import duties only are Manufactured goods—the consumption of which indicates the purposes, Natal may now be considered the representative of C. & A. Bagk . 50,000 36,049 121,333
levied. And now, before proceeding further, we beg to offer our | progress-of civilization—ought to enjoy the freest welcome pos- Furopean civilization on the South-east Coast of Africa. All that - Colonial Bank . 17,298 1,583 24,399
humble meed of praise to his Excellency Governor Freeman for | sible. And the present is an exceptional time in the trade of the Portuguese have ever done upon the coast is, after having R e — —

having introduced into African finance that exceptionallegislation | the West Coast as regards these articles. Cotton goods, which exhausted the coast population, to demoralise and depopulate ' 107,298 - 99,632 285,409

approved by the good senze of Christian communities in Europe.
Whatever errors he may have committed, this, at least, is an
important step in the right direction. It must be most desirable
to carry into operation in our colonies, as far as may be practi-
cable and safe, the principles that have been established at home.
Here, in Great Britain, we have certainly made spirits and
‘tobaeco articles for exceptional duties. While abolishing or re-
ducing all other duties, we have thought it justifiable and wise to
tax these articles to the extreme limit. e charge them
with as much duty as they can really be made to
bear. Governor Freeman -justly conceived that in British
efforts to civilise Africa~—for that we presune is the main object
of British rule on the West Coast—the approved results of
civilization in Great Britain should accompany the exercise of
British authority in Africa. A revenue had to be raised. Lagos
was a new colony. The very foundations of & revenue system
had to'belaid. Docemo, who ceded the place to us, obtained all
he wanted by a small export duty on palm oil. But unless
Lagos was to remain without these improvements which ought
to attend British rule, or was to be a clog and a constant charge
upon the home exchequer, no such duty could supply the neces-
sary revenue, A false movein the first instance may well be ex-
cused, when the subsequent one was so much in the right direction,
Lagos is the key of a large district of the mainland of Africa,
where,there is a numerous population.  Our readers are aware it
is the seaport of Abeokuta, and of Egba and Yoruba generally.
During the year 1861, the following quantities of spirits and to-
baceo were entered in the port of Lsgos: Rum, 380,000 gallons;
gin, &c., 50,000 gallons; tobacco, 1,450,0001bs.

Governor Freeman, by and with the advice and consent of his
Legislative Council, has imposed a duty of 6d per gallon on rum,
&c., and 2d. per lb. on tobacco, &e. These duties, if the impor-
tations continue on the same scale, would yield a revenue of
above twenty thousand pounds sterlivg per annum. We, of
course, are unable to judge whether these duties can be levied
without diverting a portion of the trade to Porto Novo, now
under French protection, There are great impediments to the
landing and transport of goods at Porto Novo; but they cannot
be so serious, we should think, es to render it preferable to pay
twopence a pound on tobacco at Lagos. e confess it seems to

figure very largely among them, have 50 increased in price here,
that it is dificult to obtain such an advance on.them from the
natives in Africa; a diffieulty aggravated by the decreasing value
of palm oil in England, which is now nearly 71. per ton below
the price it brought two or three years ogo. The object in view
as regards tevenue at Lagos should be, not to impede, but to
foster commerce; and especially that commerce which attends
and stimulates progressive civilization. It should be, not fo
raise an excessive Tevenue that may be profligately squandered,
but to obtain twhat will suffice to render the colony permanently
independent of the mother country as regards everything but
mere protection, and give at the same time an adequate fund for
those improvements which ought to take place under our rule.
1With this we ought to be satisfied fir the present; and we
have no donbt that in the course of a few years the colony would

‘advance to such a condition of prosperity as would enable it to

pay for its necessary protection also—a most desirable thing, and

“one which we hope to see achieved in all our African colonies.

INSULATING GUAL
We recommend our African friends to search in all directions
for a gum that may be used as a substitute for gutta perchs,
which is now 6s. 6d. per 1b. It has thus reached a price that
makes it impossible to employ it for submarine telegraph cables,
and many other useful purposes. Africa is so rich in gums, that
we feel certain she must possess some one, at least, with the

‘qualities of gutta percha; and any of our friends who may find

such a gum will, in so doing, have found a fortune. We should
be glad of specimens of all sorts of African gums nof hitherto
koown in commerce. Gutta percha may be obtained by tapping
the tree, in the same way that India rubber is got. Aud a sub-
stitute for gutta perchs, if found, will be found, we think,
among that description of gums. We will get any sample tested
that may be seat to us by the Royal African Mail Steamship
Company’s vessels, addressed for the Museum of the African-Aid
Society, 8, Adelphi-terrace, London. ’

Orders have been received at the Cape of Good Hope for the
recall and breaking up of the Livingstone expedition.

the interior. They are mow, as they have elways been, and
always will be, while they can find a purchase for their horrid
merchandise—Slare Traders. There must be a change, and that
speedily. The growing enterprise of this colony will not allow
itself to be kept in check, and excluded from the rich commerce
of the interior of the continent through ils natural channels, the
girers, merely because the Portuguese have establ}she(,l a slave-
trade authority on the coast. The sooner Her Msjesty’s Govern-
ment comes to some understanding with the Portuguese for the
freedom of commerce on the eastern rivers the better—if not,
there will be far more serious collision between the Pgrtngese
and our people than have yet taken place. The Zambesi Mission,
too, which might have done great good, will certainly-have to
decamp in_a very ghort time, if what we hear .from home be
true. You bave told me that the Government _Wlll not continue
the 5,000/. a-year for the Zambesi expedition any longer.
Well, all T can say is, that if it cuts that off, it is bopud, io jus-
tice to the Oxford and Cambridge Mission, todo something to secure
them not only free access by the river, but entire protection as
regards the slavetraders, and their infamous agents, natives and
others. All the evildoing in the country they are the cause
of, and they ought to be held responsible for it, and made to pay
heavily, The proper way for the British Government, accord-
ing to my mind, is to make the Portuguese domination on the
East Coast so expensive for Portugal, that she may be only too
glad to get rid of it. Then we shall get quit of another of the
world’s great nuisances—the presence of the Portuguese on these
coasts, :
We have every prospect of good harvests this year. The
coffee trees are represented as being borne down by the weight of
berties on them. And the sugar crop will no doubt be large.
An enormous stool, composed of 214 Chipa canes, twenty
months old, has been cut on the plantation of Mr. A. B. Ken-
nedy. Such a mass of canes growing in one cluster is quite ex-
ceptional, .
Tobacco is developing itself, and has every prospect of turniog
out a remunerative enterprise for men of smell means. Some
kced of the Latakia tobacco, introduced by & Mr. Robineon, 10
September last, has not only germinated, but thrown out plants
of the greatest luxuriance, quite overgrowing the other varieties

This does not include the operations of the Natal Fire Assu-
rance and Trust Compsany, the Tondon and South Afnpan Bank,
the Natal Land and Colonization Company, and the private esta-
blishment (tke Darban Bank) of Messrs. W. Hartley and Co.

So you see we have plenty of banking agencies, thought the '
capital is not very large.

The Government will have shortly to. make some new and
definite arrangement with the Griquss as to the extent of land
they are to occupy. There are otly 3,000 of them, while the
territory - allotted them—the whole of the upper portion of

Nomansland—is altogether beyond the needs of such a popula-

tion.. The frontier farmers and capitalists are keenly alive to the -

advantages of this district, and would gladly take or send large

flocks there immediately, could they secure adequate pasture-
d. ' . .

grog;x statistics lately published it appears that in the Richmond

Ward of Maritzburg- County, a district containing 523 square

"miles, there arc 373 whites, who cultivate 797 acres, and 12,624

natives, who produce only 28,0501bs. of corn; and of whom 266
are in employment. _ . -

By {hisp mgﬂ the Government will send to its agents in Cﬁ-
cutta and Madras instructions to embark 500 Coolies for t ts
place. Applications for that number, if not for more servants,
have been received by the immigration department, and we may
anticipate the arrival of this, the second bateh of East Indians, 10
the course of & few months. The first importation has given
very general gatisfaction, but they cost too much. ‘Ib;h.er: 1;81_1;0
excuse, I think, for their costing 221, per head to Znuo head'
when they can be got to Mauritius for less than 107 per ed.
But we want and must have them, though we ha\'} a.i}lla ;:;

opulation of 130,000, most of them doing nothing. twuf fhe
wcould faks up ihiz native guestion. The real 1Mnteres ;if be
natives, as well as of the colony, aref at_stake. eangvth e,l e
begin to think that we have as good a right to some ol the

rated Africans from St. Helena as Barbadoes has. We have just

i ipped there
& hat 158 of these Africans had lately been shippe
i)ee‘::m]ggn:nza from St. Helens, and that 700 more were left

istand. _
onstﬁfgl;' :Eis colony is 8s much entitled as Demerara to the

"'4:-7‘ it
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services of such liberated Africans, e hope some will be sent
here. They are sure of being well treated, and of doing well
when their apprenticeship expires,

The commercial report to-day is for arrowroot, 35s. per ewt. ;
ivory, 4s. 7d. to 4s. 9d. per lb.; dry hides, 13d. per lb.; wet
ditto, 2d. to 23d.

EAST COAST.

By the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship Penguin at Natal on
March 5, we have much later intelligence from the East Coast.
This vessel left the istand of Johanna on the 23rd February, and
brought to Natal the residue of Captain Speke’s party, which
originally comprised twelve, but has been reduced by disease,
&e., to four, one of whom was so terribly disabled by the attacks
of wild animals, that he had to be left at Zanzibar; the other
three are to be left here. - Captain Speke himself had passed on
northward, through the Somauli country, and would, it was
presumed, succeed in the object of his journey—that of travers-
ing East Africa, from Zanzibar to Abyssinia. Five of his party
are gaid to have been made away with by the attacks of savage
animals and men, No later intelligence from Dr. Livingstone
was received by this opportunity. After recruiting at Jokanna,
the party had passed on to Rovuma, and proceeded on their ex-
plorations.  The Penguin, it will be remembered, was the vessel
whose boat’s crew was so barbarously murdered by Arabs near
Cape Guardafui, a short time ago ; severe retribution, however, was
exacted. Several dhows have been captured' by the vessels on
the station. The Penguin having landed her mails and invalids,
and obtained what supplies she needs, returns to Johanna on
Saturday, but will probably be here again before long on her
way to the Cape. . :

The latest news from the missionary stations was favourable.
Messrs. Chapman and Baines had effected their passage across
from Walwich-bay to the Zambesi, and confirmed Dr. Living-
stone’s glowing dezeription of the Victoria Falls.

 SPEKE AND GRANT JOINED BY PETHERICK ON THE
' WHITE NILE.

0 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICLN TIMES,

Sir,—It will be a relief to the public anxiety respecting the
fate of Mr. Petherick, whose death had been announced some
time &go in a telegram from Alexandria, fo hear the good news
that he is alive and well, having effected a junetion with
Captains Speke and Grant at Gondokoro, on the White Nile, on
the 23rd of February.

In reference to the great question of the sources of the Nile,
Captain Speke thus writes to me:— :

“Y said I would do it, and I have done it. The Victoria
Nyanza is the great reservoir of the sacred Bahr el Abiad (White
Nile). : . . I think I may safely say (he adds) that I never
felt so rejoiced as I did when Petherick delivered to me your
letter, nofifying that the Royal QGeographical Society had
adjudicated to me their Founder's Medal (for the discovery of the
Lake Victoria Nyanza), tlre more so as the kind expressions in
your letter reached me just as my trisls were over.” :

By the intelligence communicated to the Foreign-office by Ar.
Colquhoun, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria, and
for which I am indebted to Mr. Hammond, it appears that the
Viceroy of Egypt was about to send a steamer to Assouan, to
bring Speke and party down to Cairo, so that we may soon wel-
come them at home. '

It further appears that Baker, the adventurous author of the
¢t Rifle and Hound,” had gone to the south-west in search of
another great internal lake, or branch of the White Nile, and
will return ia one year.

Captain Speke, writing on the 30th of March, from Kharlum
to Mr. Saunders at Alexandria (as Ilearn by aletter just received

from Mr. C. L. Conyngham, of the Foreigu-office), says:—

“ VWe left Petherick, wife, snd doctor all well at Gondokoro.
Baker, who was the first Englishman we met with, gave us
assistance in boals, stores, and money.”

As Captain Speke was in anxiety as to the means of sending
back the negro porters and attendants, 23 in number, to their
native country, near Zanzibar, I am happy to say that this wish
has been anticipated by the last mail. Believing that he would
be so- embarrassed, I applied to my friend, Admiral W. H. Hall,
who, as one of the directors of the Peninsular and Oriental
Navigation Company, has liberally arranged with Lis associates
that these poor and faithful people shall be conveyed gratis to
Aden or Bombay, whence they can be shipped direct for Zanzibar.

Tooking to the vigour of Consul Petherick, and his being so
well inured to African climate, I ventured to say at the last
meeting of the Geographical Society that I thought he would
emerge from the region into which he had penetrated, notwith-
;]t.anding the loss of his stores and the disasters which had befallen

im.

This discovery of Speke and Grant, by which the southern-
most limit of the basin of the Nile is determined to be four
degrees south of the equator, is the most remarkable geographi-
cal feat of our age, and is indeed an achievement of which all
our countrymen may well be proud.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Ropericx 1. MugcHISON.
16, Belgrave-square, May, 16. :

WILLIAM O’CONNOR PRATT, DECEASED.

. We have received from Africa some very strong eulogiums on
this gentleman, whose premature death, at the age of twenty- six,
seems to have been deeply felt by alarge cirele of friends. Heis
said to have been ‘‘a bright and living example of the capseity
and willingness of the African race to accept of the civilization of
Europe and of the holy influence of a pure Christianity.”

We regret that our limited space will not permit of our
inserting the long eulogiums we have received on this African
gentleman ; but the loss of such a man as he is deseribed to have
been is & severe loss; and we sincerely sympathise with his
numerous friends at Sierra Leone, Cape Coast, Anamaboe, &e.
Mr. Praft, a man of pure African blood, was the son of
W. H. Pratt, Esq., merchant, and Marchal of the Vice-
Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, and at ten years of age
was sent by his father to the Wesleyan College at Taun-
ton, Somerset, England. There, and under a private tutor
in London, he remained seven years, returning to the colony in
1853. He became a partner in his father's house in 1859, and
lieutenant, paymaster, and ‘quartermaster in the Royal Sierra
Teone Militia. He served with distinction in' the Quiah
war. He also officiated for seven. years as organist of St.
George’s Cathedral. His life of usefulness was prematurely
closed by the rupture of a blood vessel during sleep on the night
of the 27th October, 1862. We hope the good example he
seems to have set will be followed by many other Sierra Leone-
born Africans.

M, Juzes Gerarp’s (e Lroy Huxier) Visir 10 DAROMEY.
—Wo learn that M. Jules Gerard passed Accra on his way to
Dahomey, by the mail-stcamer that left England in March.. We
wish him every success, though our correspondent at Accra
doubts the practicability of his scheme, so far as Dahomey aud
Ashantee are concerned therein. But M. Jules Gerard is a clever
man, and possesses & special ability likely to be appreciated by
King Badahung aud his chiefs, so that we really hope for somo
good results. '

Her Masesty’s steam corvette Archer, Captain Bytheses, V.C.,
has sailed for her station on the West Coast of Africa. Her
crew consists of 195 men and boys ; her ebgites are of 202-horse
power, and her burden is 973 tens, She has an armament of
13 guns on the quarter-deck—namely, eight 82.pounder smootlr
bores, four 20-pounder and one 110-pounder Armstrong, aud two

field-guns, consisting of one 12-pounder Armstrong, with field

carriage and limber, and one 6-pounder brass smooth bore, for
short practice, with elevating carrisge. She has been thoroughly
renovated at Woolwich.—The Jaseur, 5, screw gun vessel, has
also left for the West Coast of Africa.
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oN THE CLIMATE AND DISEASES OF WEST AFBI_CA.
1. Skort Notes of ths Prevailing Diseases in the Colony of Sierra
" Leone. Read before the Statistical Section of the British Asso-
' ci;xtion at Glasgow, 1855. « Statistical Journal,” Vol. XIX.

March, 1856. o - _
9. Parliamentary Reports of Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions

for 1858, 1862. - o .
3. Transactions of the Epideniological Sociely, 1860. _By R.
CrirkE, Surgeon, late of Her Majesty’s Colonial Service.

So much has been said and written about the climate of West
Africe, and it has been so long the fashion to abuse and condemn
it without inquiry, that the medical profession, like the general
ablic, have accepted and endoreed the common report as an
established fact. It is therefore important to find such mis-
chievous exaggerations combated by a medical officer, who writes
of West Africa, not from hearsay evidence, but from the expe-
sience derived during a‘residence of twenty-three years in the
colony of Sierra Leone and settlements of the Gold Coast. We
make these remarks by way of introducing to more general notice
the papers above noted, because they supply much valugble and
novel information, not only regarding . the diseases to which
Europeans and natives are gubject in West Africs, but because
they furnish an intieresth;g description of the topography of Bierra
Leone and the Gotd Coast. L
Afr. Clarke is of opinion that the climate of West Africa, if
fairly tested, can stand comparison in point of healthfulness with
most of our colonies in the East or West Indies, where endeml.c
and epidemic fevers, dysentery, with cholera to boot, prevail
quite as frequently and fatally. There are men Zow in Europe in
the enjoyment of fair health who have lived there for periods
varying from twenty to twenty-five years. Comparatively, their
pumber is not small, comprehending persons of all classes—
governors, civil and military officers, merchants, and missionaries,
with their wives and families. He states “that_formerly many
officers in the English, Datch, and Danish service resu_ied._upon
the Gold Coast, some fourteen, twenty, and,_ thirty years,* and
enjoyed good health, although those in subordinate positions had
to remove from one station to another.” The fact ought no longer
10 be concealed, that half at least of the deaths and incapacities
which occur amongst Europeans arise Jrom errors of personal
economy, and that the mortality lists are unfairly swelled by as-
cribing to the climate deaths which have been caused by accident
or intemperance. '
The fgllowing passages may be adduced as proof that the
climate is not to blame for everything:— o
« The sanitary condition of the town of Cape Coast, and indeed of
all the towns upon the seaboard, is deplorable. Notwithstanding that
some good has of late been effected by the municipality, yet, strange
to relate, no public cloacin® have as yet been provided to meet !.he
wents of the people, aithough the subject has been repeatedly taken
up, and just as suddenly dropped, the consequence being that de-
cency is constantly outraged, and the most disgusting nuisances arg;
openly committed in the streets. F_'oul sgenches everywhers assat
the nose and corrupt the air, dunghills being attached to the huts,
where garbage, filth, stinking fish, and other ‘abominations are
thrown. The smells along the byepaths and beach in the neighbour-
hood of the towns and villages are most offensive from accumlations
of human ordure and offa); in fact, the netive population is unre-
strained by any police rules, except at Cape Coast and Accra. 1'13
both towns the municipal corporation have enacted laws for their
conservancy; but in reality thay are & dead letter, and hence gnn
amount of nuisance scarcely credible. In the other towns, th.e
Paynims, or nalive police, ufterly neglect important matters of this
kind. Tndeed, the inhabitants of Cape Coast and the other towns
and villages are chiefly indebted for their partial cleanliness to %{ho:ef
useful scavengers, the turkey buzzards, largely helped by pac 5.0
helf-starved, mangy curs and ill-conditioned hogs, who greedily de-
vour the exerementitious matters which are left torot upon the streets.
“ The town of Cape Coast is jrregularly built; the houses ars cog-
slructed of clay or bricks, and are generally square. In some of the
rural districts they are made of bamboo, wattles being woven betv;e_eg
the upright posts, which aro then plastered over with clay, which
becomes, when dry, remarkably hard. The weils of their dwellings

* Mr, McCormack and Mr, Goddard have each respectively lived st
Sierra Leone and the Gambia for nearly fifty yeats.

are rarely, if ever, whitewashed, and are often crowded, ill-ventilated,
apd dirty. Mostof therooms aremiserably small, dark,damp,and badly
venlilated, especially those devoted to sleeg. Tn their sleeping places
the poorer classes, and many persons in better circumstances, keep
all the dirty clothing not in wear either about their beds or hangiog
from the wal), scraps of food and putrid fish being strewed about or
collected in corners. 'The lower rooms open into inner courts, where,
in fine weather, the members of the several families meet, and where
they often cook and eat their food. The houses of what may be
termed the middling class are well furnished with European articles
of cabinet furniture, with crockery, glass, snd mirrors, _while the
walls are decorated with cheap prints. The wealthy native gentle-
men (living in the seauboard towns) live in well-built houses, comma-
diously, and often elegantly, furnished ; but few of them have fire-
places in the public yooms or bedrooms—a want which impairs health
in & country exposed o heavy night-dews, and in some wet seasons
to heavy falls of rain. The general custom ou the Gold Coast is to
burn charcoal in clay pots in the public rooms and bedrooms .when
the weather is damp or cold. From inquiries I have made, I find
thet twenty may be safely reckoned the average number of tenants
living under one roof in the two-storied houses in Cape Coast, and it
often happens that sober, decent people dwell in one apartment, and
& drunken man in the next, for I regret to say that drunkequess is
a wide-spread vice among the natives—a circumstance chiefly de-
pendent upon the cheapness of the spirits imported from the Upited
States, Holland, and the Brazils.”

And sgain :— ’

«The mass of tha ichabitants bury their dead in the basement
floor of their houses—a practice not confined to the pagan part of
the population, but also practised by many respectable and wealth

femilies. . This hurtful custom cannot be too soon discontinued. It

is not done by the natives of the interior, but by all accounts it has
been an ancient custom in the coast towns. When the deceased is
wealthy, valuable articles, &s gold ornaments, gold dust, aggery
beads, are placed in the coffin, and the body is sprinkled with gold

" dust.  Thess tombs in this way become family banks, and in the

time of trouble the gold so deposited is applied io meet pressing
claims or other family purposes. The practice of depositing articles
of value with the dead is of very ancient origin, for King David had
large treasure placed in his tomb by King Solomon.”

The frightful condition in- which the slaves are landed from
the captured slavers at Sierra Leone is vividly depicted :—

«“ Atthe period I took charge of the Kissy Hospitals (1837) the
clave-trade was in active operation, consequently great numbers of
liberated Africans were constantly received into hospital. It was a
most distressing sight to witness the arrival of these poor creatures;
and it is necessary to make & few preliminary remarks in order
clearly to understand the difficulties with which the medical officers
had to contend. The appearance of the slaves when landed was
most striking. In some the expression of the countenance indicated
sufferings, morsl -and physical, of the most profound and agonising
nature. Others of them gazed vacantly around them in the most
utter helplessness. Occasionally, among the newly-arrived groups

all sense of suffering was merged in metancholic or raving madness. -

The wizened, shrunk, and’ skinny feature_s were lighted up b{; the
hollow, feverish eye. The belly was, as it were, tecked to the back,
whilst the hip-bones protruded, and, in some cases, became the seat
of foul, sloughing ulcers. The hand and skinny fingers seemed
much elongated by the great and neglected growth of the nails, and
they were so deplorably emaciated, that the skin appeared tensely
stretehed over, and tied down to the skeleton, The legs refused to
perform ‘their functions, and they reeled and tottered about from
sheer debility, Their squalor and extreme wretchedness was
heightened, in_ maboy cases, by the particoloured eévacuations with
which their bodies were besmeared. When large numbers of the
sick were suffering from dysentery, the condition of the wards and
yards ia the morning was extremely loathsome. This was in &
great degree unavoidable, as the sick wers too weak to crawl from
their mats to the commode, although everything was done under the
surgeons’ orders to keep the wards as clean agd wholesome as the
crowded state of the hospital would admit of” In & word, .the
moral and physical causes of depression were often €0 overwhelming,
and so intensely concentrated, that the combination produced disease
in such formidable shapes as to be beyond remedy. The mortality
was consequently very great; many persons brought to the
hospital in the last stage of disease died a few hours after their
arrival; others even expired by the way. A largs proportion died
within & few days; apd 4s the names of all these persons were
recorded in the hospital books, the percentage of deaths was thereby

increased.”
largely 32 (To be continued.)
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THE NIGER AND CHADDA
e COMPANY,

SHARES, £10 EACH; DEPOSIT, £1;

TRADE AND NAVIGATION

LIMITED
£1

ON. ALLOTMENT.

No call to exceed £2 per Share ; and not less than Three Mohths between calls.

1t is believed that only £4 per Share will be required during the first year. o
E arrangements of this Company aré already so far advanced, as to ensurc a Direction of able aud earnest Gentlemen, of high
jal ability. But it has been decided that the Company chall not be fully advertised until
3 their active and real desire for the industrial development of Africa (which promises’ o
by a preliminary subscription to the extent of 6,000 shares, or, nominaily, 60,0007, -

" position, and of
the Friends of Africa hav
rich & reward to those who u

>

Tntimations of a desire to take Shares, stating pumber and ' amount, are earnestly requested from the Friends of

Africa. They must be addressed to J. Lxoxs McLzon, Esq.,
STREET, LONDON. : ‘ '

at the Offices of the Company, 4, CoRBET-COURT, (IKACECHURCH-

No Deposit *M‘foney is required wifh these applications, but only when the Compa;y is fully advertised.,

P.S. May 21, 1863.— Upwards of Fyve Thousand Shares have already been applied for by friends of Africa.

ITRONW BU

Of every description, adapted to all climates, made portable,
THEATRES, CONCERT-ROOMS, HOTELS, BARRACKS,

TTLDINGS,

so that inexperienced workmen can easily re-erect . them
TWAREHOUSES, VILLA RESIDENCES, CHURCHES,

SCHOOLS, SCHOOL-ROOMS, SHOPS, MARKET-PLACES, 1.ABOURERS’ COTTAGES, STABLES, LODGES, &o., &e.
- EsTnMates and Drawixes may be had on application at the Offices, 21, MOOB_GATE-STREET, LONDON.

ITROIN

.

Ts the cheapest, lightest, and most durable of any deseription of roofing. Is very portable and inexpensive in carriage. Gorrugété&
Iron Sheets, Painted or Galyanised, supplied in any quantity, snd packed for exportation. o )

: TROIN

GIRDERS

5 . :
BRIDGES, RAILWAY STATIONS, &o., &c., Manufactured by S. C. HEMMING and CO." -
' Experienced Workmen sent to all parts of the World, at a moderate charge. '

- PORTABLE W00D HOUSES, STORES, &e., for AFRICA,
Fasily erected. An Exact Model in a box sent with each House.
Price, 201. per Room, 12 feet square, 10 feet to eaves. Also
IRON HOUSES, CHURCHES, &c. -
., - R RICHARDSON, 99, Evsrox-Rosn, Loxpox.
- -Established 33 years. Drawings sext.

Tron Houses, tto | iléé, Roofs, &C.
: . TUPPER AND Co’s K
CORRUGATED GALVANISED IRON AND '

PATENT TILES. Sl
For Roofiing Houses, Churches, Schools, &e., packed for ship-
ment. Also Gutters, Pipes, Ridging, Pails, Tubing, Wire, Nails,
Screws, &o., all Galvanised. .
~ For prices, drawings, and catalogues, apply to Tupper and Co.,
_ manufacturers, 614, Moorgate-street, Tondon, E.C., or Berkley-
streef, Birmingham, :
. =% Typper and Co’s Process of Galvanising Prevents Rust.
TUPPER and Co., 614, MOORGATE STREET, LONDON.

:ROYAL “MAIL STEAMERS to the WEST COAST of
;- AFRICA, MADEIRA, and TENERIFFE.—The African
Steamship Company’s vessels (carrying Her Majesty’s mails)
leave Liverpool on the 24th of every month, except when the
23rd falls on Sunday, when the departure is on -the 25th,
with goods and passengers, proceeding direct to Madeirs,
Teneriffe; Bathurst, Sierra Teone, Cape Palmas, Cape Coast
Castle, Accra, Lagos, Benin, Nun, Brass, Bonny, Fernando Po,
Camheroons, and Old Calabar.  Goods for Qameroons must be
taken from alongside at Green Patch.

For further information spply to Laird, Fletcher, and Co,,
23, Castle-sireet, Liverpoo), and 1, Leadenhall-street, Loudon.

LAMPLOUGH'S EFFERVESCING

PYRETIC SALINE. -
Effervescing and tasteless, ils constant uss 18 especially calculated
. {0 maintain healthand tigour. .

Her Majesty's'represéntative,-the Governor of Sierra Leone,
in & letter of request for an additional supply, states, “ It is of
great value; it chould be in the hands of all Europeans visiting
the tropics.” e : R .

It is an sgreeable effervescing remedy, of great efficacy in “all
kinds of Fever and Blood Disgeases, especially .those oceurring
during hot weathier. =~ T S T

Dr. Gibson, Staff-Surgeon in the Crimean War, in his Report,

“states *that European ‘residents in hot countries find that the use

of this refreshing beverage prevents exhaus ing perspiration,’
its alternative—deadly fever. It acts by purifying and lowering
the temperature of the blood, hence its great importacce to all
persons seeking to reside with safety and comfort in tropieal
countries, or subject to unusual heats.” . oo
The elegance, purity, and usefulness of the preparation has
eben certified by some of the most eminent physicians in the
Naval, and Hospital cervice of Great Britain, )
Licutenant-Colonel Murray, 1st-West India Regiment, Sierra
Teone: ‘1 have enjoyed uninterrupted health since I have
taken your Pyretic Saline.” - _ 7
Dr. Sparks, the Government Medical Thspector, Port of Lon-
don, bears cordiel testimony to its efficacy in chronic forms of
Gastric Complaints and Febrile Dyspepsia.,
illiam Stevens, Esq. M.D., D.C.L., states in his work on
West India Fevers, ** that wherever the Salino treatment 13
adopted, the fatal yvellow fevers are deprived of their terrors.
Out of one thousand cases treated by th the astonishing
pumber of 989 recovered.’—See D Work on
Fevers, p. 37. . L
Testimonials and diréctions for its use in disease accompany
each bottle. To be obtained from H. LiMPLOUGH, 113; Holborn
Hill, Tondon, and Messrs. Biden and Gardner,” CapetowDd, in
Bottles at 4s. 6d., 11s., and 218. R L
~slppat: - : . ns and
P T, e T S T
AY 13, -t

(May 28, 1863,

* ‘The
abofe i
sm'e'rei ]
Her d
ro0ns,
Calabar, §
Coast ' C
Ii.ﬁ‘e, \J 1
Ferns
reductiofy

- Trade

soldiers’
at Agera




