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2ud West India Regiment, from the Gambia. The Adventu~
left port again on the following Monday.
His Excellencyi3Iajor Blackall lald the foundation stone of a

new church at Wilberforce, on the 9th April. 373L had been
collected towards building the church ; and the people had them-
selves brought I,I00 bushels of lime, and 3,000 feet of board,
from a distance of two miles. This is the way great churches
were built in :Europe in the olden time, and looks well. His
Excellency commended the people highly for what they had
done; and after stating that oivflization was making rapid pro-
gre~ on the Coast, endeavoured to enforce, upon the peopls the
importance of good Christian character and conduct. He knew
no difference on account of colour, but he did kuow of a g rea~
difference as regards character; he could respect the conscien-
tious, the virtuous, the iudu.strious, and the Christian man,

THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA. without distinction of celour.
The African Royalmail steamship ~acgregor Laird, A. 1. Croft Four natives of the ffherboro have been condemned to death

commander, arrived at Liverpool, May 12, with the mails from for a cruel murder there.
the West Coast of Africa and 50 paz.sengdrs. Her dates were~ zm~z~z oF TH~ exPr~N oF A ~RZ.,,’ClZ W~ S~ZA~Y-a ~0 ZAXZ x
Beuin the 25th, and Fernando Po the 30dk of~farch; Cameroons[ ~_.sszL ~z ~onc~ our o~ S~ZRaX I~O.XZ HARBO~rS.
the let, 01d Calabar the 2nd, Bonny t~e 4th, B~xss the 4th,
Lagos the 10tb, Accra the 12th, Can~..Co~st~e 15th,~ Cape I We copy the following verbatim from the If as Pre~h where~.-4t ~ if-~msefl,.a b~s~bority :-- . ul_palmas the 17th, Sierra Leone the 2f~’~%~~2~a’’i~

"An occurrence which might have led to very aeneas res ub
April, Teneriffe the 1st, and lfadeira the 3rd of May. but which were happily averted, took place in our harbour
On {he 2ud inst. the Macgregor Laird passed the Royal 3£all during the past week. As well as we have been able to ascer-

steamship Athenian, hence, 90 miles north of Teneriffe.
From Cape Coast Castle, under date of the 15th of April, it ia

taiu the facts, it appears that one of the English cruisers, the

reported that the King of Ashantee had invaded the protected
] Zehra; took, on suspicion of being a slaver, a vessel which.

countries on the Gold Coast. For the most authentlo information
crrried the French flag, but xvhioh flag was hauled down when

on this subject, we refer our readers to our interesting torte-
the officer from the Zebra weut on board. Be this as i~’may,

--and in charge of a lieutenant and a prize crew, and the usualspondence from the Gold Coast, iu page 126,
the vessel arrived here without colours--it is said without papers

SIERRA LEONE.
{.L~om our own Corrt~Toncl~nf.]April 17.

Major 3ones, of the 2rid West India :Regiment, having been
eppo~ted by the Governor to be one of the Commissioners for
settling boundaries with the Liberian Government, left for
..... ia in Her Maiestv’s ship Philomel, on the lOth April.
Thirteen wounded soldiers have atoned from Lagos, having

been hu~t in the attacks on Epd.
It is stated here that the Gold Coast Artillery Corps is to be

~isbanddd, in consequence of the mutiny, for which two of the
soldiers were shot, and above eighty are now in penal servitude.
The 4th West India :Eeglment, it is said, will form the head-
quarters at Cape Coast Castle, whence the necessary detachments
of troops will be sent to the neighbouring settlements.~
We have had a merchants’ ball here, under the patronage of

Mrs. Blackall, the wife of his Excellency Major Blackall,
Governor of this place. The papers complain of there being so
many more native gentlemen than ladies pre~nt, and accuse the
African fair sex of being backward o~ euoh occasions.
Her Majesty s ship Adventure, which brought up the wounded

soldiers from Lago% left this on the 2nd April for the West
Indies, but returned on the 10th, having on board 140 of the

* We believe tl:ere ia an error in this, and that the head.quarte~s of the
We~t India Regiment for African service will be placed at Sf, Helens.~
tED. ,4, r.]

steps were taken to place her in the Vice-Admiralty Court for-
adjudication. We uuderstand that the French Consul presented~
a formal protest agaiust the seizure of the vessel, on the groun&
of her being really French. But the Governor considered he had
no power to interfere between the seizers and the decision of the
Court. On Saturday morning a French steamer of war arrived
in the roads, and it is reported that the captain declared his in-
tention to await no decision of the Court, but that having satisfied
himself of the nationality of the ve~el, he would proceed to take
her by force. From the appearance of the military and naval
preparations which were made on that aRernoon, we ~lieve he
would have signally failed in any sUCh attemp~ ; ou~ tortunate y,
the Court came to a decision, releasing the vessel on the French
Consul’s producing the papers belonging, to her, and apologising
for the misconduct of the captain, in not l~avmg exhibited them
when requested by the ofl~cer of the Zebra.
"We~aave no wish, nor indeed have we any information to

enable us, to discuss the question of the validity of the seizure,
but it does appear to us a very dangerous doctrine that captains
of vessels of war should consider themselves entitled to constitute
themselves judges in cases already referred to a legal tribunal,
and to make use of the threat of physical force (however ira-
potent they might be to carry it into effect), if their demands
were not instantly complied with.
,, In the print inst ce ,eare info ..ea t et th. 

Governor declined any official commumcauon except tnrouga me
Consul~ and that the Consul declared him~lfpowerle~ to conh’ol

.%
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the naval officer. We hope a proper representation may prevent
any dunger of a recurrence of so unpleasant a questi an."

SHERBO1RO.
The dry season has been of unusual length and ~.~ness, and

the rivers are very low, but some refreshing showersr~a’ve lately
fallen.
The war in the Kittam still continues, and is going adversely

to Prince Mahua, but the navigation of and trade in the rivers is
uninterrupted.
The town of Welah, on the J’oug, was recently destroyed by

fire; abe a factory at Waterloo, on the Boom.

GOLD COAST.
W,AR WITH ASI:IANIEn.--ASI~A2~-TF--E I~VASION 0P THE P~01"~CIORATE

XEF:d~-TORY OF THE GOLD CoAsr.

(Er~m our 81oecial Corre,pond~nL)
It is not unlikely that ere this time you have received infor-

mation about the pending danger which threatens this coast. We
have for the last three months been anticipating what, to all
intents and purpose, will prove a reality~viz., a war with the
King of Ashantee. Iu November last, one of the captains of the
King being ordered up to Comasie, on a charge of robbing what
is regarded as the King’s quota of gold, and being apprehensive
that the issue would cost his head, escaped with eighty adherents
from the kingdom of Ashantee to the coast, and claimed protec-
tion from the English Goner nment. The King immediately sent
one of his principal chieftain.s, with a number of sword.bearers,
to request that the captain and his men ~hould be given up. On
his arrival at Cape Coast Castle a grand palaver was held, in
which were present the Governor and Council, the principal mer-
chants at Cape Coast and its’vicinity, the chiefs and head men of¯ * ’ r~Cape Coast, the runaway chief, as well as the King s messenge .
After a long palaver, the last were unable to substantiate
the charges against the man, who swore that he would rather
have his bead cut off before the fort gate than that he should be
1sent up to Comasie. After long deliberation it was unanimously
agreed that the captain and his followers were not to be delivered
up until the King should send down witnesses to corroborate the
charges alleged against him. The King demanded thatthe men
should be delivered up unconditionally ; or, if not, the ~overnor
must stand the consequence. During this time it was noticed
that Asbantces, who came down as peaceful traders, bought
almost wholly guns, powder, and lead bar, articles which are
decidedly munitions of war. The chiefs in the interior got
alarmed at this, and seized the articles as the men passed along
their territory. Intelligence of this reached Comasie, and from
that time the King gave orders to his captains to make prepara-
tions for an invasion. In the meautime the King sent to inform
the Governor that he had broken the treaty with his Govern-
men~, and that he (the King) was going to send down one of his
captains, who was then in the interior, to show the Governor the
treaty. The Governor promised, whenever that ~hould be done,
to deliver the captain up, and even escort him to the frontiers of
the King of Asha’ntce with British soldiers. The next informa-
tion that reached the coast was that a large A~hantee army had
ere.~sed the river Prah (the beundar] line between the protectorate
territory and the kingdom of his Majesty King Quaku Duah)
towards the eastern district, and that the Kings of Akim had
fallen back before them to get the support of the tribes on the
seashore. A few days afterwards another army cro~.ed the
Prah at Assin, in a direct road to Anamabee and Cape Coast.
Most of the men on the seacoadwho are able to bear arms have
left for the Fantee camp, at the neighbourhood of Assin, where
at least about 14,000 men are at present, waiting the movements
of the Ashantees. Scofits have been sent out, and some Ashantce
heads have been sent down, to corroborate the report that the
Ashantces have invaded the Fantca territory. The report is
just now current that pickets of the army of Ajeman, King of
Western Akim, met an Ashantee pillaging band, fired at them,
and wounded their leader, who was brought before the King as
a Hisoner. He begged hard for his life, and promi~l to reveal
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everything about the war. We was made to swear by his King’6
@.ool that all that he was about to say were facts. The lnforma.
tion he gave wa~ the following : The King, on hearing that the
Governor refosed to deliver up the men, turned out all the
available force, numbering about 60,000 men. Of these, 20,000
were to form a corps of observation on the eastern district, by
de~ending on Akim, and thus preventing the Acorns, Aquamhus,
and Akims from joining the Fantees, and the remaining 40,000
were to descend upon the Fantees through Assin, sweeping
everything before them, until they arrive at Cape Coast and
Ansmabee, both of which places they intend to sack ; the vie.
torious were then to march against the Accrue. So that, perhap~¯ " we might all have been massacredbefore you recelve thxs account, o ......
by the~ brutal Ashantees ; but we are determanea to give t~em
a most hearty reception.
The movements of the Ashantces, I must confess, have been

very mysterious. Pickets of beth armies have met; the Fantcea
fired, but the Ashautees simply retire. It is reported that they
received strict command from the King not to fire until he arrives
in the camp. The regulars are under orders to move on to
Danquor. The ammunition is being carried up by the Cape
Coast pe~ople. Wc are all very busy; so au reroJr. You will
hear from me again, if all is well.

CAPE COAST.
Frown our own Corre~pond~nf.)

April 14~ 1863.
Sir,~I am not well now, and shall therefore be very brief,

but trust before the 14th :Hay to be well "enough to furnish you
with fall details of the vastly-important events at this very
moment engrossing the attention of the whole Gold Coast---ear.,
the invasion of the protected territories by the King of Ashautea
with a compm’atively well.dL~iplined army of from 50,000 to
80,000 men--60,000, I think, is nearest the mark. 1~o action
has yet occurred, but ou.r forces am mustered at three different
points of our frontier.’. At the back of Cape Coast and Anamabo~
we have some 20,000; at the back of :Nianebah about 50,000.
The Denkeras and Was~aus 20,000 more. Besides this, the
Acorns, Akims, Aquapems, and Krobees will muster some 502000
more. There is no doubt that we could bring 150,000, it no~
200,0~)0,~ men to the field, but it is equally certain that 50,000
Ashahtees wilL, as affair# are n~ prying be more than a match
for us. The movements of Quaku Duah’s army am up to this
hour enveloped in the most impenetrable mystery. Although
his forces have been thirty-three days in our:territory, we cannot
obtain intelligence of a reliable nature regarding them. Our
people have captured several of their scouts and spies ; but they
are so exasperated against the Ashantees, that, unfortunately,
they execute them instantly they are caught ; but the last spy
stated before his head was off that his master had sworn to sweep
the Coast now and for ever, and that he had a force of 80,000,
divided into three arm’es. The Government, not having made
up their minds that his Majesty Quaku Dnah really m.eant
war, have until now left the natives to shift for themselveS.
Great preparations are eertainly being made at the different forte,
but very ale)ely. Some people have an idea that Quaku Duah
is a king of about the same calibre as those in the vicinity.of
Sierra Leone, and that he can be disposed of by three Compames
of the 2nd West India Regiment. But the power of Ash~tee,
like that of Dahomey, is of a very different class ; and Ash.an.tee
is more powerful than :Dahomcy. Commodore Wilmot nas
recently returned from Dahomey; he is now at Ca.pe Coast, to.n-
suiting with our Governor as to the measureS to t)e aaop:ea 
the preset crisis. Osai Quaku Duah, King of kshantee, has
now invaded our territories because, in the month of December
last, one of his chiefs fled to us for protection, and we gave it to
him. I write this in a hurry, and so you must exous~ me if it
is not perfectly legible.

’ We do not
* We fear thM there is a great error i.n.thisenumerthoa, of effectivese~ how the protected districts oottkl farauh hart tae humor

m~n.--[Eo, A.T.]

THE AFRICAN TIMES. 127

ACCRA.
(Frown our own Correspondent)
Eastern District, Gold Coast, April 9, 1863.

Sir,~Sinco I wrote you last, we have ha~ "rumours" of war
and earthquake. On the 20th March we had a strong shock at
11"4 A.xA., which made us to look for our doors, to escape.
Yortunately, the shock passed away without doing much damage.
Our houses here are one-story houses, mud walls of two feet
thickness, covered with a substautial shingle roof, which, no
doubt, keeps the walls together. The shock was of the same
nature as the former.
The Ashautees are also moving to attack our Government. I

hope you will have received information from your correspondent
at Cape Coast, who will be able to give you more par-
ticulars than I. As rnmours are spreadipg, and enla~e in an
astonishing way, it is difllcult for me to say what is true, and
what not.
So much seems to be probable, that we here have not much to

fear, except the Government troops and Fanteea were overcome¯
I have received a letter from a missionary in Kyebi, Akim, who
says : "The Ashantee war turnouts are most confused. First,
we were told that three armies were marching towards the pro-
tected territories (one towards Cape Coast; the second to attack
Agyemang, chief of a part of Akim, who was fighting with the
other Akim chief, Ate, in 1859-60, and retired westward to
Soedru; and the third towards the river Volta). Soon afterwards
a messenger from Kumassie arrived at Kyebi in due form (ix.,
with a gilt sword, as a sign that he is sent by the King of
Ashantee), who said that ’ the Ashantees will not fight with Ate
~they are not kta’s enemies.’ But the Akim do not be-
lieve him, and keep a strict watch at the frontiers, as it
might be a ruse. The messenger further stated : ’Agyemang
(the chief of Soedru, who was in former times under Ashantee
rule, but withdrew to Akim, and is therefore not a good friend of
Ashantee, but attached to the English Government)has killed
an Ashantee man, and has stigmatised others by cutting marks
in their faces, as the Denkos have them (which are slaves in our
country), and has sent them back to Ashantee. He intended to
hint to the King of Ashantee that he considers him not better
than a deSpised Donko. This made Kwako Duah, King of
A~hantee, angry, who has sent his warriors to catch Agyemang.
But this wicked man has run array to Fantee. ~herefore Kwako
Duah has sent a messenger to Ate, to tell him that he has nothing
to fear.’ ~his is the message. Of course it is a great question
whether anything is true, as our African monarchs are as good
diplomatists as any statesman in Europe, as far as they never say
what they mean, but the contrary."
A friend, whose name I am not allowed to mention, but with

whose opinion I fully agree, writes to me: "It seems that a.n
Ashant~ War is now imminent, and whatever may be tee prox;-
mat~ cause, the primary one is, doubtless, the shameful mis-
government of 1859-60, Which exhibited its weakue~ and in-
capacity to the rulers of Ashantee, in allowing the Akim chiefs
to fight and tear eaoh other on the frontier, and the King of
Akwamboe to make human sacrifices openly, a thing never done
with impunity--until then--since the early days immediately
after the Ashantee war, in 1828"at least, not within the British
protectorate. These glaring instances of weakness and incapacity
cannot have escaped the notioe of the King of Ashantee and
his chiefs, and hence it appears that it only required a com-
paratively slight moving cause to bring armed bands of
Ashanteea over the frontier."

In addition to the above, we learn that One of the kshantee
spies, taken in the woods near Cape Coast Castle, stated that his
midden wa~ to obtain some "sand and seawater, to complete the
war :Fetish (or charm). This, if accomphshed, would, 
seems, according to the kshautee Fetish priests, ensure the pos.
se~ion of the whole country, as far aa the ~eashore, to the
Ashantees.
Her Majesty’s ehlps Rattlesnake and Ranger were at Cape

Coast.

LA.G0S.
(Fro~ our own Corr~sTo~d:nL)

April.
His Excellency Governor Freeman leaves for England by this

day’s mail.
The senior officer of the detachment of the 3rd West India-

tRegiment here has been appointed acting governor, ad ~Merim.
By a late proclamation, the roads to Abeokuta have been de-

clared open so far ns this colony is concerned. If the Abeokutans
respond, which they no doubt will, as their men are now no
longer required for the detente of the town against the Daho-
mane, who have retreated ignominiously to their own country
without hazarding any attack on Abeokuta, trade will be speedily
resumed.
In a second war demonstration at Epd, our troops were not

very succes~u], and some loss of life is to be deplored. X treaty
has, however, since been signed.
The French flag floats over :Porto 1%vo. This is a heavy blow

to us, and will, if the present high duties be persisted in, lead
to a loss of trade here, we think, although casks have to be
relied and goods carried eight miles from the sea-beach to Porto.
iq’ovo. There have been some sad blunders here¯

(From a CorrapondenL)
A SY~COND ATTACK ON ]~PE, OX EPEI~ALLEGED REPUI~E OE TH~

~alrlSa z~ooPS--SlO~rSo o~ ̄ z~zz.
Lagos, April 7, 1863.

Sir,--We, the unfortunate people on this part of the world,
wish to ask a few questions through the medium of your valuable
paper--viz. : Have the English people changed their policy ?~
Do they wish the Africans to look to them as frt’~nd.~ or a~
enemies, or to look upon an Englishman (whenever he may
happen to visit any of our towns) with mistrust and jealousy ?--Or
do the English mean to establish civilization in Africa after the
plan of the Mohammedans in establishing their religion--~iz.~
ith fire and sword ?
"We feel assured that the English people will answer all the

above questions in one voice--:No. But we must say the way
things have been carried on hero of late might lead us to suppose
so. The affair I am now particularly alluding to is about a
place called Epeh, a place situated on the Lagoon, about forty
miles to the south and east of Lagos, aud belonging to the King
of ~’abu. Governor Freeman thought proper, under some autho-
rity, to levy duties at that place the same way as at Lagos, and
for this reason posted a detachment of a few men belonging to
the 2ad West Indian Re~ment, under an officer by name of Dr.
Rowe, at Palma, the seaport of that place, who was to enforce
the payment of the duties. We know not what communications
passed between the Governor and the above-named gentleman,
but the Governor embarked on board Her Majesty’s ship Investi-
gator, and proceeded to Epeh, by way of the Lagoon, to enforce
the chief of that place to return the duties levied by that chief,
as reported to him (Governor Freeman). When he arrived 
Epeh he summoned the chief of that place, named Pes~u, to come
to pay him obeisance. This summons Posse refused to obey,
saying that he thought, as he was the chief of his own Country~
or town, it was but fight that Mr. Freemau should come to see
him first, more partic~arly as he was quite a stranger, and had
..... Phoutan" warnm~’ The Governor then sent a message
~o’Pos’su: saying ~that he would gxve h~m twenty-four hours to
consider, and if he did not comply with his orders by that time,
he would fire upon his town. Posen’s reply was that be would
no~ go on board to the Governor, and he did not wish for any
quarrel with the English ; but if the Governor ~i~Aed for fighting
with him, and to destroy his town,/~ would fight him. Accor-
dingly, when the stipulated time was up, the Oavernor, Major
Leveson, and Lieutenant-commander Lefroy, landed with a party
of between thirty and forty men, under cover of the Armstrong gun
of the Investigator, and were setting fire to the town, when they
received a sharp fire from the muskets of the natives; and they
were eventually obliged to make a sharp retreat, two or three
being wounded, amongst whom was Major Levesen, who got a
shot in the neck, which could not be got out, and he has beau
obliged to return to England.

(¢
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The setting fire to that place has caused great lees to the firm

of Oswald and Co., who had several thousand gallons of oil at
Palmal also to a French firm that had a trading dep6t at the
same place. Not being satisfied with the above, on his return
down iu the Investigator, they came to a place called Egina,
about ten or twelve miles from Epeh, on the Lagos side, and set
fire to aud destroyed that, where the people showerinG hostility,
and destroyed all the property of 3£r. J. M. Turner, a black
man, who was the only one trading there, trying to collect
i)roduce to pay his debts to a firm in London ; and tMs was don~
~oMht 3ft. Turner tca~ gons on a rne~ag8 fm~n Gowr~wr .b"re~man
fO a nef#bouring iowa.
Mr. Freeman, it seemed, got exasperated at being, es it were,

beaten en this occasion; so in three or four days after he n-
turned to Epeh with the Investigator, taking with him
the whole of the troops that were stationed here, and
some belonging to the 3rd West Indian Regiment, that
bad just arrived in the Adventure, to relieve the 2ud Wee!
India" together with some irregular troops or" ]:[ausa men~ ann
with ’Lieutenant-Commander Dolben, of Her ~fajesty’a ship
Handy, mustering about 150 strong. When they got to Epeh
the Governor again demanded that Poesu should come to him,
which of coureehe refused to do, say~ng that if the Governor came
to him as a friend he would be very glad to receive him at his
house, and that he would not be molested. Governor Free-
man thought it too much below his dignity to go on shore to
Possu, and. santa message to say that if Possu did not comply forth-
with, he would land and take him by force. Possu’s reply was :
"I do not want any dispute at all with you ; I.do not want to fight
with you ; I know you have plenty big guns, and you are stronger
than I, but I will not come on hoard to you. I see you want to
kill me, and I mey as well die one way as the other. I have done
you no wrong as I know of, and ill had, why not come to me
peaceably, aud let us explain matters to e~ch other ? Why
come to fight me? Is that the fashion of your country
to settle matters? Is that the way your Queen told you
to do to the black man? We thought the white men
came to make our country go~d, but we find they come to destroy
and take all our country from us and kill us. I say again I
don’t want war ; but if you come on shore here to war with me,
I will fight you." Upon receiving this me~sago the Governor
hauled down his flag of truce, and immediately landed with all
his force, consisting of the soldiers of the West Indian Regiment,
the Hausa men, and as many men as they could spare from the
Investigator. But they got a warmer reception than they ex-
peeled, for Peru and his people were better prepared than before.
The result was that they got for the second time next thing to
being beaten~ and in fact would have been cut and shot down
almost to a man, had it not been for the Hanna men, who held
Peru’s troops in check when one party was coming down by
another road to form a junction which would have completely
hemmed the Governor’s party in and stopped their retreat to theboats. However, they managed to get to the boats in some sor~
of way, leaving a rocket tube in possession of the enemy, besides
three being killed and about thirty-five Wounded, some very
dangerously. Lieutenant Dolben was among the wounded, and
has been obliged to be sent to Ascension, and the captain Of
the new detachment was also slightly wounded. Of course, then
the Governor returned to Lagos, and a few days after he sent
H.3L’s ship ttandy, with Dr. Rowe, to Posen, to offer terms of
peace, and tell him to come toLagos and sign a treaty. Buthewould
not agree on any account te come to Lutes. The Governor sent
to tell him that if h0 would come to Lutes, he would make a
great chief of him; but Posen could not be caught
by such bait. He said that he was already a chief, and ia his
own country; and he was quite satisfied with it. That he was
a chief long before he ever saw Mr. ~reeman, and his ancestors
had ell been chiefs. As for signing the treaty, he saw no reason
why he should have to go to Lagos to sign it, more than any
other chiefs had done before, If the Governor wished him to
sign a treaty, let him send.it and explain it to him, and, if fair,
he would gladly sign it, as he wfiuted no palaver with white men.
AccordinoIy~ the treaty was taken to him, and he signed it ; but
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what that treaty contained we know not; but we hope that it
was fully explained to him, as the reverse has often been the
ea~ in Africa.
~ow, Z[r. Editor, we wish to "know, after all this loss of llfe

and blood, not to say anything about other things, what has the
Governor gained by all this for the English Crown, or forhis own
honour? What is Epeh itself worth as a possession to the
English or other European nations? What right has Governor
Frecmau with Epeh ? We know that Lagos belongs to the
English, but that has nothing, nor ever had anything to do with
Epeh. Before Lagos was made over to the English it had
nothingto do with Epeh, nor until this day, so
far as we know. Mr. Freeman accused Posen of
formingduties at Palma which belongs to Epeh, and
for sellin~ dares, but Po~u indignantly denied the latter,
and challe-n~d him to bring proofs. He said he made all his
men, or whoever of his people traded with the white people at
Palma, pay so many strings of cowries, equal to about ninepence,
for a certain quantity of oil that they sold~which custom had
existed for some length of time--and tha~ he considered as his
proper avenue. We all feel assured that it is not the wish of
the people of P.agland to use such extreme measures for such
paltry matters; but certainly they ought to send some person of
foresight and experience, or at least some one who had got sounu
opinions of his own ;notene that wilt get prejudiced by hearsay,
and punish the innocent for the guilty, merely because they are
all "black fellows." Look how the French are establishing
themselves on different parts of this coast; but we have never
heard about any killing, or burning, and destroying by them.
For instance, Porto None : the ~’reneh have got that place given
to them quietly and peaceably, without any fighting.
~’e beg that you will not, on account of the length~ refuse to

insert our communication in your paper, as we wish the matter
to come to the notice of the of Reials and good people of England,
who we know wish justice should be dispensed with mercy.~
We are, your obe~lient servants, Co.~IEsrL~oas.
P.S.~We forgot to mention one very strong remark of Possns,

and which every one of us join in~viz., "Had Mr. GIover~ been
hen, all this rout would not have been ; ]~e is t~ mm~ that could
go through Africa."

ABEOKUTA,
RETREAT OF Tn[:E DA-~0x-[A-"~-S--SA~’E’£z OZ ABEOKUXA.

We are indeed happy to state that our favourable auticipatious
have been realised. The Dahomaus found the A.beokutaus too
strong to give them any chance of success. Then seems to have
been no combination whatever between the Dahomans and
Ibadans. As regards Abeokuta itself, Dahomey must in future
be regarded merely ia the light of an obstructive and hurtful
nut,ace. We hope that the tacit confession of weakness made
by the Dahomans, in their retreating without hazarding an alack
on ±beokuta, wil| make the Dahomau King and. chiefs more re-
clined than heretofore to accede to the expre "~° d wishes of Eug-
land for a change of system in Dahomey.
We copythe following verbatim from the :/its lroMn, published

at Abeokuta. It is interesting, as showing the nature, habits,
and customs in time of war, as well as a record ef facts :~
":k[Asc~ 23.~The Dahoman alarm proved to be more real

this year than at any time since the year 1851, when the famous
battles were fought on the 3rd and 4th of ~Iareh of that year,
ending in the total defeat of the Dahomans. Great excitement
prevailed on the 6th instant. The enemy was said to be some-
wherenear Ibara. Thousands of armed men assembled at their
various posts ~o defend the town from attack. The large number
that were brought together, all armed with muskets, some with
pistols, and others with a sword as well, showed how abundantly
they had supplied them~lves of late years with these weapons
of offe’ace and detente. On the 7th the Dahomans were
, Ccmmpn~ler Olo,er. ,ho happily.~.e~’ t~ut ?Jblu~etiom~|et:L~gm° ’~zi~s‘

Acting Governor. We are glad to see tnx~ 5’ - .
of Comm~n~er 01over, and have no re~sou to doubt that we f~M! finn
ample cause for congratulating the Coloni*l Office on bin appointment.~
E~). A. T.
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observed, with the use of a telescope, marching near the Ibara
wood. The town of Ibara is situated on a hill enclosed by a
wood, beating near due west from Abeokuta, about seven miles
distant. Being thus enclosed, the town cannot be seen from
Abeokuta, but the wood is a eonspicu.ous object. The people
had pr0viously fled to Abeokuta and other pieces for protection ;
the Dahomans met there nothing but an empty town. On the
8th several small parties went out to observe the enemy. One or
two of these approached too near, and were made prisoners. A
speedy attack was anticipated, and every preparation made. Au
easterly wind blew for two or three days, which thickened the
atmesphen so that distant objects were obscured. On the even-
ing of 3£onday rapid firing was heard, which was supposed to
be an attack. Those sleeping at home rushed to their posts, but
found it to be a mistake. On the following night a general dis-
charge of muskets took place throughout the Egba lines by
arrangement, in order to prove their efficiency, and as a demon-
stration to the enemy. The effect was singular as seen from a
hill commanding a view of the walls occupied by the people, ex-
tending over several miles. It produced a considerable effect on
the enemy, we are told, and was heard in the farms near Lagos;
at Otta it was supposed Abeekuta had been taken. A. fall of
rain cleared the atmosphere, and distant objects became again
visible. The Dahomans were observed to have eneaml)cd
around the Ibara wood, baying it in their rear, and in their
front were several small patches of trees end underwood, which
afforded them partial cover. They appeared to occupy extended
lines, with but little depth, and to be divided into divisions of
some sort, with well marked spaces between. Their.main. strength
appeared to be on their right, which occupied the h~ghes~ grcun ,
on the south side of Ibara wood. On Friday a party of young
men went out to observe the enemy, and were driven back. On
Sunday, the 15th, two Persons on horseback, One of them of rank,
went to observe the enemy : they went too near, and were sur-
rounded and fired on by parties in ambush. They escapee vy
the strength of their hor~es, through God’e good providence. One
of the horses was so severely wounded, that he diea on the
road returning, and his rider received several wounds. We
observed on Wednesday evening, the 1Oth, a large fire in the
direction of the Dahomey camp; it is’ supposed to have been
caused by their burning the town of Ibara. The following morn-
ing the Dahoman camp appeared as usual. ~n ~ne course ot me
forenoon smoke was seen to ascend from a place on the nor th of Ibara,
and more distant, supposed to be some other village destroyed
by them. In the evening a report prevailed that the Dahomans
had destroyed three or four small towns, and caught many per-
sons in them. It is strange that small towns should remain
occupied, with eo formidable an enemy near. Since writing the
above a Person who fled with his family has been spoken with.
He states that he belongs to Ibara. On the approach of the
Dahomaus he fled te Kesson. That on the morning of the 19th
the Dahomans came and attacked Kesson, hut he fled "with his
family as soon as he heard the report of their muskets. On the
20th, a fresh party were seen in the Dahomey camp, in the rear
of their lines ; they were supposed to be captives, others supposed
them to be holding a public meeting. Some of the Ibara people,
going eft, it was supposed, to Iberekodo, were attacked by a
party of Egbas and ljayes on the look out; on their return with
those whom they caught, the chiefs seized as many as they could,
to set them at liberty, and commanded all the rest to be de-
livered up. A eonside/’able stir was observed in one part of the
Dahome cam en the mornin~ of the 21st. A party of Egbas
wen seeYn going out to observe them, with the belief that the
Dahomans had left, because they had destroyed some towns and
made a few captives. 0f this l)arty it is reported that fifteen, at
least, were caught in au ambush, end the rest returned with
shame. Many young men among the Egbas and the 1;ayes have
been thus caught; unwilling to believe their elders, proud and
selfwilled, they have had to pay dear for a little experience. As
the new moon appeared the ~Iohsmmedans fired their muskets at
the dose of their fast, and on Sunday they.went out to perform
their usual ceremonies, accompanied by firing. Early on Sunday
morning a heavy rain fell, lasting for a considerable time; aRerit
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had ceased the atmosphere became very clear; .a great stir was
observed in the Dahomey camp, a great reG,’ring about, fires were
generally lit, as shown hy the smoke. To:day, the 2~rd inst., the
camp was hidden by a heavy mist until after nine o’clock; on
its cleating away objects became visible. The camp appeared
as usual, hut no one could be seen moving about; after some time
a fire was observed to burn beyond the Ibara wood. When near
twelve o’clock a fire was seen in the Dahomey camp. At the same
time a large number of persons were ob~rved moving abont, au~
one on horseback dressed in white. It soon became apparent to
us that the Dahomans had deserted their camp, tha~ the Egbas
had taken pos=-.e=-sion ef it, and were burning it down. We were
soon after informed th.gt some ~ne had escaped in the night and
brought information to the Egbas that the Dahomana wen on
their homeward march. It is a subject of great gratification and
thankfulness to God that this great invasion has thus terminated.
The Dahomaus saw Abeokuta, end feared to attack it. The
prayers of God’s people for this place have prevailed; those who
thirsted for our hlood have been influenced by a higher power
than man’s. To God be all the praise.
"Apam’6.--In cdntinuation of the account given of the

Dahoman invasion, I have to bring a few facts and incidents
together connected with it. Several European friends went to
visit l’bara ~tud the site of the Dahomdy camp en the Tuesday.
The impregsion donveyed to them was that the Dahemaus were
not so strofig as they ha;re 1Seen thought to be ; one person sup-
posed them to have been not above 10,000 fighting persons, men
end women. The camp, seen from Abeokuta, was only a paxC
enraged in three single lines, with a considerable space between
the end of one line and the beginning of another, as if to make
the best passaic appearance, if seen from a distance. The camp
behind Ibara was larger, in which the King was present, .for
whom a superior dwelling was erected, as seen by the remains.
One of those who went to see the vpat, remarked that they were
evidently in great fear, for their huts are everywhere a gee{1
gunshot off from Ibara hush, as if afraid it would
gtve cover to an enemy. It was reported in’ Abeo-
kuta that of some prisoners they had taken one had escaped,
stating that the Dahomans uierced their hands or arms just
~bove the wrist, and passed’a cord through the wound, to tie
them, and ensure their not getting free. One of the gentlemen
who visited the site was desirous of testing the truth of this
statement. He examined the body of a man, and. found on his arm
a wound above the wrist as described. Another individual was
anxious to know whether the bodies had been otherwise maimed,
as described to him, and verifiedfls truth by inspection. One of
the native Christians reporting that he had seen many dea~
bodies, headless corp=-e~, but that they were chiefly old men, was
~sked how he could tell they were old. He remarked that their
scalps were there, and the hair was grey. The Dahomaus seek
to secure skulls, and after beheading a man have a process of
cleaning it, as the skull is the only valuabIe part. Thus
their own friends who fall in battle are beheaded,
and their skulls taken home. ~Tho can distinguish between
the skull of friend or foe? Several reports are rife as to the
doings ef the Dahomans after leaving this place. The first was
thaC they had attacked and destroyed Inhale, a town iu league
with them, but it was not true, and again, that the Okeedan
people and others had attacked them on their way home; but
this also we believe to have no foundation in truth. Whilstthey
were at Ibara they destroyed several small towns iu its neigh-
bourhood; those named are Ilewo, Kenyon, end Ijalle. As
mentioned baton, the Ibara people were attacked by the Abeo-
kuta people. It appears they wen going off or coming to
Abeokuta, that some of the Abeokuta and Ijayo people heard Of
it" and thinking to get plunder, went to meet them. They an-., ....... t.~ v~.^~ ~o~le remonstrated and reoisted.
Geavourea co plunuer; tun z.u~ pg F
A fight ensued, in which many on both sides fell, including the
Chief of Ibara, and they were captured. As ~oon as the chiefs
of Abeokuta heard of it they were filled with indignation at the
conduct of their people, and have used every means since to give
libe to every one thus taken. Sentence of death was passed
on the indiwdual who ahot the Chief of Ib .
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AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY.
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Famuel Gurney, Esq., M.P. (An.) .... 21 0 0
His Excellency 5Iajor. Blackatl, Governor of Sierra
:Leone. . . 5 0 0

W.P. Paten, Esq., Glasgow . 5 0 0
It, Charlton, Esq., Bristol 1 0 0

THE ACTION OF THE AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY.
1Ro~r was not built in a day. Few societies that effect any per-
manent good are grand in their beginnings. Precociousness in
them, as in children, is fatal to real power. Fiction alone starts
into complete existence; while the realities of lifo build up
gradually the individual and general structures of human his-
tory. Error is glittering; nothing is easier than to dazzle and
to win with it. Truth is the reverse of this; and struggles
amid difficulty and hardship into appreciation and favour. Look
at our great missionary societies. Consult their early records,
The Church Missionary Society was at first very coldly received.
During some years its income fluctuated from three or four hun-
dred to a thousand pounds a-year. People who could not, or did
not, care to see, or were unable to grasp the great principle of its
existence, sneered at it, no doubt. It was doing nothing, of
course. No one could perceive any rich fruit of its exertions;
and yet it had sown and gathered something in from the first
~eed--and vet it was from the first moment gradually advancing
toward the great harvest of its present utility--and yet it had
securely laid the foundation of its present goodly edifice. The
germ of its actual vigorous life was swelling amid the cerements
of the national apathy, anon to throw out its roots, to raise high
its head and spread wide its branches; to fatten and flourish in
the rich soil and sunshine of popular wealth and favour, and
cast around the precious leaves of Christian truth appointed
for the healing of the nations.
It would justly be thought presumpteus in us to liken the

African-Aid Society, now struggling through the diseases and
feebleness of infancy, with that veteran society whose efforts have
beencrownedwith much success. But there is no presumption in
comparing the actual infancy of the one with the remote infancy
of the other. All ~cieties of slow development are subject to
the same early maladies. The future alone can determine
whether the African-Aid Society will pass safely through those
to which it, in common with others, has been subject. But we
fearlessly maintain that if actual service performed entitles to
success, the African-Aid Society has established its claim.
~Yhat was and is its self-imposed mission? To grapple with

the material evils that oppress and degrade Africa, and its people
-=-to hasten the annihilation of the atrocious slave-trade, which
drains the Africau continent of its life’s blood--and to aid and
etimulate the development of the industrial resources which God
has there so lavished.
And what has been its action ? New born, it entered the lists

against the slave-trade wars and tra~c, and the superstitious
atrocities of Dahomey! Is it a just ground of reproach to it

that it has not, in the short space of a couple of years, overcome
the great iniquity which has now had nearly two centuries of life
--not yet opened that magnificent country to industry and com-
merce? It has organised public opinion against it so as to claim
the attention of Government, aud incite it to action. Since the
moment at which it struck the first blow at Dahoman atrocities,
it has vigilantly watched for aud taken advantage of oppor-
tunities for renewing the attack; and if supplied with the
sinews of war, it will eventually triumph.
It asked and it obtained a consular establishment for Abeoknta,

as the commencement of a system of interior consulates--of
brining a direct British action to bear upon the centres of pro-
duction. It did not obtain it in the perfect form that it desked,
and thence came whatever disappointment has ensued. ]-Fad a
consul gone to Abeokuta in the name of the Queen of l~ngland,
he would have been received and welcomed, while a vice-consul,
going in the name of the uuknown and unrecoguised Governor
of Lagos, failed to obtain acceptance. Bill the victory is only
deferred, the vote for Abeokuta maintains its place in the
estimates; aud Abeokuta will receive ere long a consular
organization, with the certainty of its producing a great increaz~
of industrial and commercial exertions,
It desired.to send artisans and aga-iculharists from Canada and

the States. But this.was opposed in Abeokuta by those who
now deplore that there are no brick and tile-makers there--no
handicraftsmen to instruct the youth in the mechanics "of
civilization. But since they were objected to there, it has pur-
posed assisting some to Ambas Bay; there to form an industrial
and mechanical nucleus for neighbouring states. Every element
of success is to bc found there. :But the work cannot be done
without money. The society cannot make bricks without straw,
and it objects to spending 501. in obtaining 100/. It has sup-
plied funds for making the firs~ commercial road ever attempted
ia native Africa, that forming by the Basle missionaries over tha
Aquapem Z[ountain% at the Gold Coast. It has been ineessanuy
stimulating the Government to a system of roads in our Africsn
possessions of the Gold Coast, that will open those naturally
Wealthy districts to easy communication with the coast. For
150 years England was active in devastating and depopulating
the Gold Coast; but during fifty years of better conduct she has
not made five miles of road there! Government abandoned the
:Fort of Quittah, on the Slave Coast, to save 300L or 400/. a-year.
This led to a renewed slave-trade, and to 700 to 1,000 slaves
a-year being carried past it into the lagoons, for shipment to
Cuba. The society never relaxed its efforts till orders were sent
out relative to the reoccupation of the fort.
Compelled by inadequacy of funds to postpone its emigration

efforts, except as it has been the means of rescuing several indi-
viduals from misery here, and sanding them abroad to prosperity,
is it nothing that it has obtained a reoognised political influence ?
Nothing that it has brought Africa into the light of publio opinion
here ? Notbing that purpe~d iniquity on the C.oa~e.x2.res~s a
dread of the African-Aid Society and its journal: _~otmng tna~
it keeps Government and governors awake and in check ? Nothing
that the educated African on the coast has been made to feel that
he has now a public advocate in England? Nothing that Lagos
has become a BritLh colony, and, in spite of temporary mis-
management, a beacon of civilization? Nothing that the princi-
ple of interior consulates has been acceded to ? Nothing that, by
sending its Brazilian tilemaker to Abeokuts,# it has opened ey.cs
there as to the real material wants of Africa ? Nothing that it la
urging the change of system in Dahomey~the improvement of
harbour% the making of roads, the production of cotton--the
utili~3n-~" of the Nizer and other great rivers~the production of
coffee ~or Africa could soon supply enormous quantities)--ana
conducing gradually, but surely, to the development of all re-
sources, and the annihilation of the slave-trade ?
Honour to those who have supported and are supporting it

by their pecunlsry aid. They are doing through it a great work
for Africa. V/hoverer in Great Britain, there exists, as regards
* Au article on this subject will appear in our next. The important

news from the Coast has prevented its inr~rtion in the I~resent namber.~
El). A.T.
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~wilI find fresh support. If it ever perish for want of it, while,
as now, faithful in its mission, disgrace to those who shMl have
~llowed it to’perish. And here we must say oneword to the educated
Africans of the West Coast. They have rceognised, and are recog-
nising, by their subscriptions to this paper, the importance to them
of the African 1bn~. But they have not as yet done anything for
the support of Taz Soctnvz whoso influence makes that journal
a power. In future every subscription will be published in this
naber. Every educated and commercial African ought to feel
~hat this society is ht’~. The name of every one ought to be
found year by year in the list of its annum sub,fibers. There
are hundreds who can afford their one or two guineas a.year.
It is only thus they can show that they recognise the important
efforts of this society for them and for their race and country ;
thus only they can show that they are alive to the vast benefits
of the civilization of which they have themselves become
pbxtakers. It was for this that we hailed with peculiar satisfac-
tion the annum subscription of the Roy. Mr. Robbin, Colonial
Chaplain at the Gambia, as announced in our last. His worthy
and honoured name stands first on the list of our African
subsaribers. We hope, for the credit of the educated Africans,
that it is but the first of hundreds. Then will the people of
:Epgland recognise the advancing civilization of Africa.

THE ASILANTEE WAD, THE :RELIEF OF ABEOK-UTA,
AND TIq’E SECOND BAID AT EPE.

Oom coast news of this month is very important. The exclusive
intelligence to be fouud in our columns will well repay perusm.
We fear there is no doubt of an Ashantee war. Imperfect as
our system (if it merit the name of a system) on the Gold Coast
is, the comparative security of life there has long been gradually
draining Ashantee of a portion of its population. Slaves seek
refuge there, rather than be slaughtered and buried in a dead
chief’s grave. Is any chief or headman summoned to Comassie
in a manner that causes him to dread a fatal termination to his
journey, he prefers to migrate to the protected territories with
his willing followers, if the British Government had fully
comprehended its inevitable minion on the Gold Coast, the active
influences of civilization would long ere this have penetrated
Ashantea, and such a war as is now imminent, or actually com-
menced, would have been impe~ible. Had there been roads
from the coast to the Ashantee frontier, every police post at
their terminus would have been a radiating centre of civilising
influences. We think that on the first symptoms of approaching
trouble with Ashantee, the Gold Coast authorities ought to have
called upon the chiefs to open up military paths, if not
roads, through their districts. :Now we suppo~ every man ~s
engaged as a soldier. The people have to defend their homes.
But when this war shall have finished, roads mus~ be made, and
such changes as may be requisite in the character of our occupa-
tion there in order to enable this to he effected rnusg be Ordered.
A wave of civilization m.ust have way made for it to roll on from
the seacoast to the "ffong Mountains. ~re are sorry not to have
heard of any proclamation forbidding the Fautees and other
people of the protected territories to slaughter and decapitate
their prisoners. It is not creditable to us that it should be
thought pleasant to our authorities on the coast to have human
heads sent to them. We are in Africa to civitise, and to coun-
tenance barbarous practices is not the way to civilise. Again, if
"lhequarrel proceed to full and widespread ..........hostilities, we hope
the " " h force there will be under goes lea~ersmp. , esmall Bntxs ......... ld
confess to ~reat mis~vings on thin point. The state ot t.ae no.
Coast Artii]erv Corps does not inspire us with any con~.ence tn
lh,~.~ .~,, he,:,, ,dlnre~d th"’t formerly fine, well.behaved bociy ox
~-en" t’o"~ :"’~{’cl]~ line and subordination. The Ashauteeso~e p
have been always formidable enemies. They are a warlike
people, and our troops will require good handling.
The return of the Dahomaus to their country without daring

to attack Abeokuta gives cause for great thankfulness and re-
joicing. It is a ractical confession of weakness on the part of
the Dahomans thaPt may lead to important results. Now that
the French Government have appointed a Consul to Dahomey,
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some joint action on the part of the French and British Govern-
ments might surely be tried for putting a stop to the Dahoman
man.stealing expedition (for their so-called wars are nothing
else), to the slave-trade from, and the horrible customs in, Da-
homey. If this can be accomplished, no one would hail the
presence of French authorities in Dahomey more joyfully than
ourselves.
The letter of our Lagos correspondent, giving an account of

the second military and naval expedition from Lagos against
Possu, the chief of Epeh, will be read with grief and pain.
What shall we say with regard to those dead and wounded men
who have suffered on our side, as well as to the natives who
have been mude victims of those exp~diti0us. Poor Lieutenant
Dolben, who has been sent to Ascension, will, we hope, be spared
to his friends and to the service, of which he promised fair to
be a most useful and distinguished officer. We wait with
anxiety to hear what the British Governm.ynt w}.ll saytc ~e~ne
proceedings on the part of the local authority. ~lves nave oee
lost, property destroyed, and the British name and moral influence
has unquestionably suffered. We will not prejudge the decision of
Her Majesty’s Government, which, we hope, will speedily be
given. As Governor Freeman and the Colonial Secretary are
now beth in England, there is no excuse for procrastination or
delay. If the conduct of the local authority be approved, wa
are entitled to know this, and the grounds of approval. ]f it be
not approved, it is of equal importance that the decision of the
Government should be known. We shall prdss for it, if there be
auv uunecessary delay. We are now the recognised puhlie
guardians of the Africau people, and of the interests of advancing
civilization in Africa, and therefore these Lagos military expe-
ditions touch us nearly.

SOURCE OF THE NILE.
Captain Speke and Captain Grant have found the great source

of the famous river Nile. "We congratulate the scientifio warld~
and morn especially Captains Spoke and Grant, on this discovery.
:For the particulars we must refer our readers to Sir l:toderick
Murehiscn’s letter, on page 134.

EAST AFRICA.
W~ had intended entering fully this month into the important
question of the obstructive Portuguese influences in the East
African rivers. Commerce, civilization, and missionary effort
are paralysed there by the ineradicable slave-trade propensities
of the unworthy rep/esentatives of Europe on the coast. The
Zambesi stations of the Oxford and Cambridge Mission, aban-
doned to themselves by the withdrawai of the Government
grant for the Zambesi expedition, have now a strong claim to
Our active sympathy and support. We shall do all that lies in
our power (o aid the minion, as well as our enterprising colonial
brethren in Natal, iu obtaining tha release of East Africa from
the slave-trade depopulating and debasing thraldom in which it
is held, through the claims of Portugal, upon a long line of coast,
including the embouchure of the principal rivers.
5£eanwhite, we hope it will not be deemed impertinent iu us

by the distinguished men at the head of the Central African Mis-
sion to remind them there are other entrances into Central Africa
than those from the East Coast. Why not strike at the interior
of Africa from both sides of the continen# at once ? A secure

most important access is to opeu ther~/hrom the West Coast.
~ndba, on the l-river Niger, which w:tlt, in s:im: watYh:wO~::~
soon be onened to organism commerctal enterp -,
outpost o[ the great Mohammedan error in Central Africa. An
abl~. earnest, prudent, active bishop at Rabba might lay the
fo~dation of a Christian influence that would spread
throughout Central Africa, and overthrow that dominant
mixture of Hohammedanism and heathenism which now
prevails. We feel certain that within no very long period
a Bishop of l:tabba might be followed by a Bishop of Kano.
This is a work too important to be longer neglected, and one
that is articulafly suited to the ecclesiastical orgauization of the
0xfordPand Cambridge ~iisdon. Its efforts ia this direction

t
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would rest upon the influential basis of British presence and
occupation, at Lagos only 180 miles from Rabba, and at the
British establishments that must soon permanently occupy the
Ni~er. Intelligence would come to England by every monthly
ma~l, and the zeal and interest of the supporters of the mission
would thus be kept alive. We must, with all deference, beg
leave to submit that only by such an action from the west, as
well as up the Zambesi from the east, can it have a just claim
to retain its present title of Central African Mission. If it con-
fine itself to the Zambesi effort, the East African Mission will be
its most fitting designation. In our earnest anxiety for the
civilization of Africa throughout, we cannot conceal our convic-
tion of the widespread benefits that may result from au imme-
diate action in the direction we now presume to suggest and
recommend. ,.

REVE~TYES OF LAGOS.
A.w adequate revenue is indispeusable to every cotouy or state,
if good is to be erected. To expect any administration to ad-
minister nothfny~ with benefit, is simply absurd. Rula implies
revenue. Without the latter, the former is more than liable to
fall into contempt. We have, therefore, always advocated the
raising eta sufficient revenue in our new colony of Lagos. But it
was equally necessary for the future welfare of the colony that
the revenue system should be based upon sound and established
principles. We therefore objected to duties on manufactured
goods imported, and other duties at the same’time on the export
produce purcha~d with those goods. This has since been
changed. We have already congratulated the colony upon that
change. Instead of those mixed duties, import duties only are
levied. And now, before proceeding further, we beg to offer our
humble mead of praise to his :Excellency Governor Freemau for
having introduced into African finance that exceptiouallegislation
approved by the good sense of Christiau communities iu Europe.
SVhatever errors he may have committed~ this, at least, is an
important step in the right direction. It must be most desirable
to carry into operation in our colonies, as far as may be praoti-
cable and safe, the princlples that have been established at home.
Here, in Great Britain, we have certainly made spirits and
tobacco articles for exceptional duties. Wi~iIe abolishing or re-
ducing all other duties, we have thought it justifiable and wise to
tax these articles to the extreme limit. We charge them
with as much duty as they can really be made to
bear. Governor Freeman justly conceived that in British
efforts to civilise Africa~for that we presune is the main object
of British rule on the West Coast~the approved results of
civilization in Great Britain should accompany the exercise of
British authority in Africa. A revenue had to be raised. Lagos
was a new colony. The very fouudations of a revenue system
had to be laid. Docemo, who ceded the place to us, obtainM ,all
he wanted by a small export duty on palm oil. But unless
Lagos was to remain without those improvements which ought
to attend British rule, or wan to be a clog auda constant charge
upon the home exchequer, no such duty could supply the neces-
sary revenue. A false move in the first instsuce may well be ex-
cused, when the subsequent one was so much in the right direction.
Lsgos is the key of a large district of the mainland of Africa,
whereAhere is a numerous population. Our readers are aware it
is the seaport of Abeokut% ~nd of Egba and Y0ruba generally.
Daring the year 1861, the following quautitiea of spirits and to-
bacco were entered in the port of L~gos : Bum, 380,000 gallons;
gin, &e., 50,000 gallons; tobacco, 1,450,0001be.
Governor Freeman, by and with the advice and consent of his

:Legislative Council, has imposed a duty of 6d per gallon on rum,
&c[, and 2d. per lb. on tobacco, &c. These duties, if the impor-
tations continue on the same scale, would yield a revenue of
above twenty thousand pounds sterling per annum. We, of
course, are unable to judge whether these duties can be levied
without diverting a portion of the trade to Porto Nova, now
under :French protection. There are great impediments to the
landing and transport of goods at Porto Nova; but they cannot
be so serious, we should think, as to render it preferable to pay
twopence a pound on tobacco at L~gos. We confe~ it seems to

ua that, in order to make the revenue above mentioned secure,
the Governor ought, by some conciliatory means, to have intro-
duced Porto Nero into thls revenue system. A paramount in-
fluence in Porto Nova seems almost indispensable to a productive
revenue system at I,agos. The not having secured this, is,
therefore, a grave fault, and may make the twenty odd thousands
from rum aud tobacco only a revenue on paper after all. The
sooner this is looked to by the Acting Governor at Zegos, or
by the now Governor, should Mr. Stanhope :Freeman not,
return there, the better. If those duties cannot be
levied without diverting the trade to Por~ Nova, they had
better be at once repealed, or reduced to such an amouu~ a~
can be levied without thus injuring the trade of the port.
As these new duties are greatly complained of by the Brazilian
aud other foreign merchants, who chiefly carry on the rum and
tobacco trade, it is not likely they will submit to them if they
can help it. No time ought therefore to be lost. A trade once
diverted is not easily recalled. But if the duties can be main-
tained without thus diverting the trade, it ia on all accounts
desirable that they should be maintained. It is only because we
have a doubt on this point that we refrain from urging the repeal
of the 3 per cent. ad ralorem duty on British and other manu-
factured goods imported at the same time with the rum and
tobacco duties. We dete~-t ad ralorera duties. They lead to
fraud and deception, under whleh the honest, upright trader, who
will not resort to them, suffers; and if a sufficient revenue could
be raised from rum, spirits, and tobacco, we would have them
dispensed with altogether. We hope the attention of the Acting
Governor of Lagos will be immediately directed to these points.
Manufactured gbods----the consumption of which indicates the
progress of civilization--ought to enjoy the freest welcome pos-
sible. And the present is an exceptional time in the trade of
the West Coast as regards these articles. Cotton goods, which
figure very largely among them, have so increased in price here,
that it is difficult to obtain such an advance on.the m from the
natives in Africa ; a difficulty aggravated by the decreasing value
of palm oil in :England, which is now nearly 7L per ton below
the price it brought two or three years ago. The object in view
as regards revenue at :L~gos should be, not to impede, but to
foster commerce; and especially that commerce which attend~
and stimulates pro~e~ivo civilization. It should be, not to
raise an excessive revenue that may be profligately squandered~
but to obtain what will suffice to reader the colony permanently
independent of the mother country as regards everything but
mere protection, aud give at the ~me time an adequate fund for
those improvements which ought to take place under our rule.
With this we ought to be satisfied Lr the present; and we
have no doubt that in the course of a few years the colony would
advance to such a condition of prosperity aa would enable it to
pay for its neces~ry protection also~a most desirable thing, and
one which we hope to see achieved in all our African colonies.

INSULATING fiU~.
We recommend our African friends to search in all direction~

for a gum that may be used as a substitute for gutta perche,
which is now 6s. 6d. per lb. It has thus reached a price tha~
makes it impo~-ible to employ it for submarine telegraph cables,
and many other useful purposes. Africa ia so rich in gums, that;
we feel certain she must possess some one, at least, with the
qualities of gutta percha ; and any of our friends who may find
such a gum will, in so doing, have found a fortune. We should
be glad of specimens of all sorts of African gums not hitherto
known in commerce. Gutta peroha may be obtained by tapping
the tree, in the same way tha~ India rubber is got. And a sub-
stitute for gutta pereha, if found, will be found, we think,
among that description of gums. We will get any sample tested
that may be seat to us by the Royal African Mail Steamship
Company’s vessels, addressed for the Museum of the African-Aid
Society, 8, Adelphi-terrace, London.

Orders l~ave been received at the Cape of Good ttope for the
recall and breaking up of the Livingztone expedition.
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SOUTH AND EAST AFRICA
CAPE O:F GOOD HOPE

e mall steamship Briton arrived at Plymouth April 28th,Th. ^ ., __~,w.,, fire ~a~en-~er~. She left the Cape
’ththe uapemanaua~""’a"r 

~ °  - " " en~ion on
wl.he 22rid, St. Helena on the 31st March, ann Aso .7- ,~,,_
~et4th April. The Cape Parliament wa~ to mee~ on toe ~ottt
of April.The colony was soffering under very serious depression. Three

ype~:;sdr::gh~r~d ts~rOl~g winter had reduced the agricultural
Provlsions were scarce and dear, and money dearer. It was, how-

ever, hoped that the depresslonwould ultimatelybenefit the colony,
by prompting to large improvemsnts iu farming and commerce.
:Fine rains continued to fall in all parts of the colony. The

appearance of the country wan beautiful, and there was great
promise of abundant winter crops.
On the 12th of March the Federal corvette Jamestown, twenty

guns, for China, put into Table Bay, having damaged her rudder.
She was suffered to remain two days, on a plea of effeeting
repairs. During that time she shipped surreptitiously about
twenty seamen there.

NATAL.

(k3"om our own Corres2ondent.)/ffareh 7, 1863.
¯ The conduct of the rascally Portuguese in the matter of the
trading cutter Agues, up Kiug George’s River, Delago~ Bay, has
greatly irritated our mercantile people here. ~or mt praeucaz
purposes, Natal may now:be considered the representative of
European civilization on the South.east Coast of Mrica. All that
the Portuguese have ever done upon the coast is, after having
exhausted the coast population, to demoraliso and depopulate
the interior. They are now, as they have always been, and.
always Will be, while they can find a purchase for their horrid
merchandise--=~tare ~’ader~. There ~mus~ be a change, and that
speedily. The growing enterprise of this colony will not allow
itself to be kept in check, and excluded from the rich commerce
of tlie interior of the continent through its natural channels, th~
river*, merely because the Portuguese have established a slave-
trade authority on the coast. The sooner Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment comes to some uuderstanding with the Portuguese for the
freedom of commerce on the eastern rivers the better~if not,
there will be far more serious collision between the Portuguese
and our people than have yet taken piece. The Zambesi Mission,
too, which might have done great good, will certainly-have to
dbcamp in _a ~very short time, if what we hear from home be
true. Yoix have told me that the Government will not continue
the 6,0001. a-year for the Zambesi expedition any longer.
Well, all I cau say is, that if it cuts that off, it ia bound, in jus-
tice to the Oxford and Cambridge Misfion, to do something to secure
them not only free acce~ by the river, but entire protection as
regards the slavetraders, and their infamous agents, natives and
others. All the evildoiug in the country they are the cause
of, and thor ought to be held responsible for it, and made to pay
heavily. The proper way for the British Government, accord-
ing to my mind, is to make the Portuguese domination on the
East Coast so expensive for Portugal, that she may be only too
glad to get rid of it Then we shall get quit of another of the
world’s great nuisan’ces--the presence of the Portuguese on these
coasts.
"We have every prospect of good harvests this year. The

coffee trees are represented ~ being borne downby the weight of
berries on them. Aud the sugar crop will no doubt be large.
An enormous stool, composed of 214 China canes, twenty
months old, has been cut on the plantation of :Mr.~ A. B. Ken-
nedy. Such a mass of canes growing in one cluster is quite ex-
ceptional.
Tobacco is developing itself, and has every prospect of turning

out a remunerative euterpri~e for men of small means. ~ome
seed of the Latakia tobacco, introduced by a Mr. ]~obinson, in
September last, has not only germinated, but thrown out plauts
of the greatest luxuriance, quite overgrowing the other varieties
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planted in the ]3otanio Gardens. Very sanguine expectatious are
entertained about the extensive growth of this valuable and
marketable plant.
Au indigenous grass that grows in great abuudauce more or

less throughout the colony, and that yields a most beautiful
fibrous ravel; exactly resembling silk, i~ likely to prove a
valuable textile staple. A sample was lately taken home by
Mr. Otto, and khown by him to a spinner at Macclesfield, who
offered to purchase any quantity. As this plant is wild, and
native to the soil, there is no saying how far cultivation might
not develop it into a profitable staple for cultivation.
Now that arrowroot sells so badly iu Englaud, it is of great

importance to the smaller and least ~-eahhy of the coast s~icul-
turists that these articles and cotton should become profitable. As
you only consume less than 800 tons of arrowroot a-year in
En_~land from all quarters of the world, there can never be a
re~t market for it, unless you find out some new use for it. It
gs cheap enough here now. Fine quality does not bring above
36s. per cwt.
Capital promises to become more reasonable for our planters

here. The London aud South African Bank opened a branch in
Durban at the beginning of February, It is rumoured that the
present rate, twelve per cent.,, will be reduced to. a more. reason-.

tionately increase. ".tne an
three local joint stock banks hare been lately issued. They show
for 1862 :~

Cal~ital Fixed Bills
tx~ia up. Deposi~ discounted,

~atal Bank ̄ 40,000 53..000 139,677

C. & A. Bank 50,000 36,049 121,333

Colonial Bank¯ 17,298 1,583 24,399

107,298 90,632 285, 409

’Ihis does uot include the operations of the Natal Fire Assu-
rauee an~ Trust Company, the London aud South African Bank,
the Natal Land and Colonization Company, and the private esta-
blishmant (the Darbau Bank) of 1losers. W. Hartley and Co.
So you see we have plenty of ban’king agencies, though the

ca~a: is not very large.Government will have shortly to make some new and
definite arrangement with the Griquas as to the extent of land
they are to occupy. There are only 3,000 of them, while the
territory allotted them~the whole of the upper portion of
Nomaud aud~ia altogether beyond the needs of such a popula-
tion. The frontier farmers and capitalists are keenly alive to the
advantages of this district, and would gladly take or send large
flocks there immediately, could they secure adequate past are-
ground.
B statistic~ lately published it appears that in the RichmondY . ¯ ̄  ontainin" 523 square

Ward of Mautzburg County,. a distnet, e ~ ~- 12 624
miles, there arc 373 wh~te~zho~u!ttreat:^L9? 2ne~eo?~vdom’266
natives, who produce amy zo,uov~u~. ~-w ,
are iu employment.
By this mail the Government Will sead to its agents in Cal-

cutta and Ma~lraa instructions to embark 500 Caches for this
e A lications for that number, if not for more servants,plac: PP ¯ ....~-^ :~ration de~artmeut, and we may

ate been recelvea oy tuv *u~--,-o- _ - _ ~ . ~ ..__ -_
ahnticipata the arrival of this, the second baton at x~as~ tnm~ua, ,~

e of a few months. The first impor~tio~has g.iventhe coum .... ,t .....~ *^o mucla ’.there is no
1 sattsfaetton, ou~ tnuy ~w~ ,vver~" genera ...... ’ --- ~ood ~o bring here,

exc’u~, I think, for their_cost}rig ~:~. pet_ ~:,,’10/ nor head.
wheu they can be got to Maurmus xor te~s .....-
But we want and muot have them, though we have a.na$ire
population of 180,000, most of t.h.em d;~eg not~t~ter~’~ type

s
world tak~ up ibis naffre ~u~r,.~n.

~. s well as of the colony, are" at stake. ~canwhile, wenatives, a ..... ~ ~ ,~-ht to some of the libe-hiak thal; we nave as goua = ,,~begin to t. ", ...., .....Barb~does has. We have justaug Irom ~[..~.eteu~ =~rated A.fnc .........*a-^ann had lately been shipped there
learnt that l~U o[ me~ ~.,,,~
per Bonanza from St. Helena, and that 700 more were left
on that idand.Surely this colony is as much entitled as Demerara to the

z~

/
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services of such liberated Africans. We hope some will be sent
here. They are sure of being well treated, and of doing well
when their apprenticeship expires.
Tbe commercial report to-day is for arrowroot, 35s. per cwt. ;

ivory, 4s. 7d. to 4s. 9d. per lb.; dry hides, 1½d. per lb. ; wet
ditto, 2d. to 2]d.

:EAST COAST.
By the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship Penguin at Natal on

March 5, we have much later intelligence from the East Coast.
This vessel left the island of Johanna cn the 2Srd February, and
brought to Natal the residue of Captain Speke’s party, which
originally comprised twelve, but has been reduced hy disease,
&c., to four, one of whom was so terribly disabled by the attacks
of wild animals, that he had to be left at Zanzibar ; the other
three are to be left here. Captain Spoke himself had passed on
northward, through the Somanli couutry, and would, it was
pra~umed, succeed in the object of his journey--that of travers-
ing East Africa, from Zanzibar to Abyssinia. Five of his party
are said to have been made away with by the attacks of savage
animals and men. No later intelligence from Dr. Livingstone
was received by this opportunity. After reerniting at 5ohanna,
the party had passed on to Reruns, and proceeded on their ex-
plorations. The Penguin, it will be remembered, was the vessel
whose boat’s crew was so barbarously murdered by Arabs near
Cape Guardafui, a short time ego ; severe retribution, however, was
exacted. Several dhows have been captured by the ve~els on
the station. The Penguin having landed her mails and invalids,
and obtained what supplies she needs, returns to Johanna an
Saturday, but will probably be here again before long on her
way to the Cape.
The latest news from the missionary stations was faveurable.

Messrs. Chapman and Bsines had affected their passage across
from Walwieh-bay to the Zambesi, and confirmed Dr. Living-
stone’s glowing description of the 3fictorla Falls.

SPEKE AND GRANT JOINED BY PETKERICK ON THE
WHITE NILE.

¯ o z~ rrr~oR oF zH~ ~Ciw z~zs.
Slr,--It will be a relief to the public anxiety respecting the

fate of Mr. Petherlck, whosa death had been announced some
time ago in a telegram from Alexandria, to hear the good news
that he ie alive and well, having affected a junction with
Captains Spoke and Grant at Gondokoro, on the White Nile, on
the 23rd of February.
In reference to the great question of the sources of the Nile,

Captain Spoke thus writes to me :~
"I said I would do it, and I have done it. The ¥ictorla

Nyanza is the great reservoir of the sacred Bahr el Abiad (White
:Nile) .... I think I may safely say (he adds) that I never
felt so rejoiced as I did when Petheriek delivered to me your
letter, notifying that the Royal Geographical Society had
aajudi~ted to me their Founder’s Medal (for the discovery of the
Lake’~ictoria lqyauza), the more so as the kind expresdons in
your letter reached me just as my trials were over."
By the intelligence communicated to the Foreign.office by Mr.

Colquhoun, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria, and
for which I am indebted to Mr. Hammond, it appears that the
"Viceroy of :Egypt was about to send a steamer to Assousn, to
bring Spoke and party down to Cairo, so that we may soon wel-
come them at home.
It further appears that Baker, the adventurous author of the

"Rifle and Hound," had gone to the south-west in search of
another great internal lake, or branch of the White Nile, dud
will return ia one year.
Captain Spoke, writing on the 30th of March, from Khartum

to Mr. Saunders at Alexandria (as I learn by a letter just received
from Mr. C. L. Conyngham, of the Foreign-office), says :--.~
"We left Petherick, wife, and doctor all well at Gondokoro.

Baker, who was the first :Englishman we met with, gave us
asd~tance in boats, stores, and money."

As Captain Spoke was in auxiety as to the means of sending
back the negro porters and attendants, 23 in number, to their
native country, near Zanzibar, I am happy to say that this wish
has been anticipated by the last mail. Believin~ that he would
be so embarrassed, I applied to my friend, Admiral W. H. Hall,
who, as one of the directors of the Peninsular and Oriental
Navigation Company, has liberally arranged with his associates
that these poor and faithful people shall be conveyed grati~ to
Aden or Bombay, whence they can be shipped direct for Zanzibar.
Looking to the vigour of Consul Petherick, and his being so

well inured to African climate, I ventured to say at the last
meeting of the Geographical Society that I thought he would
emerge from the region into which he had penetrated, notwith-
standing the loss of his stores and the disasters which had befallen
him.
This dL~overy of Spoke and Graut, by which the southern-

most limit of the basin of the Nile is determined to be four
degrees south of the equator, is the most remarkable geographi-
cal feat of our age, and is indeed an achievement of which all
our countrym~n may well be proud.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Ro~EaIcx I. MuBca~se~’.

16, Belgrave-square, May, 16.

WLLLIAH O’CONNOR PRATT, DECEASED.
. We have received from Africa some very strong eulogiums ou
this gentleman, whose premature death, at the age of twenty-six,
seems to have been deeply felt by a large circle of friends. He is
said tohave been "a bright and living example of t.h.e.cap.acity
and willingness Of the African race to accept of the mvilizatmn or-
Europe and of the holy influence of a pure Chrisfian,ty."
We regret that our limited space will not permit of our

inserting the long euloginms we have received on this African
gentleman ; but the loss of such a man as he is described to have
been is a severe loss, and we sincerely sympathise with his
numerous friends at Sierra Leone, Cape Coast, Anamaboe, &o.
Mr. Pratt, a man of pure At:lean blood, was the sou of
"W. W. Pratt, Esq., merchant, and Marshal of the ¥ice-
Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, and at ten years of age
was sent by his father to the Wesleyan College at Taun-
ton, Somerset, England. There, and under a private tutor
in London, he remained seven years, returning to the colony it.
1853. He became a partner in his father’s house in 1859, and
lieutenant, paymaster, and "quartermaster in the Royal Sierra
Leone Militia. He served with distinction in the Qulah
war. He also officiated for seven years as organist of St.
George’s Cathedral. H~s life of usefulness was prematurely
closed by the rupture of a blood vessel daring sleep on the night
of the 27th October, 1862. We hope the good example he
seems to have set will be followed by many other Sierra Leone-
born Africans.

M. JvLzs Gr~nn’s (~R~ I~o.x Hvxrza) Vxsrt zo Dxlzo~zr.
~’We learn that M. Jules Gerard passed Acorn on his way to
Dahomey, by the mail-steamer that left England in March. We
wish him every success, though our correspondent at Acorn
doubts the practicability of his scheme, so far as Dahomey dud
ishantee are concerned therein. But M. Jules Gerard is a clever
man, and possesses a special ability likely to be appreciated by
King Badahung and his chiefs, so that we really hope for some
good results.
Hzz ~IAw~sr~’s steam corvette Archer, Captain Bythesea, V.C.~

has sailed for her station on the West Coast of Africa. Her
crew consists of 195 men and boys ; her engines are of 202.horse
power, and her burden is 973 tons. She has an armament of
13 guns on the quarter-deck--namely, eight 32.pounder smooth
bores, four 20-pounder and one ll0.pouuder Armstrong, and two
field:guns, consisting of one 12.pounder Armstrong, with field
carriage and limber, and one 6.pounder brass smooth bore, for
chert practice, with elevating carriage. She has been thoroughly
renovated at Woolwich.~The ~aseur, 6, screw gun ves.~e], has
also left for the West Coast of Africa.

MAY 23, 1863.] ~___

ON TILE CLIMATE AND DISEASES OF ~WEST AFRICA-

¯/,cone. Read before the Statistice~ ~eerlono:~oe nriu~ -
clarion at Glasgow, 1855. "Statistical Journal," VoL XIX.
~arch, 1856.

~. p~rlfamen~ary Re por{~ of_Ker 32"a~ty’~ Co~onia~ Poae~on~

for 1858, 1862. -
3. Transactions of fl, s .E2f~em(o~ogfed ~oclefg, 1860. By R.
C~nx~, Surgeon, late of Her Majesty’s Colonial Service.

So much has been said ~nd written about the climate of West
Mrice, and it has been so long the fashion to abuse and condemn
it w~thout inquiry, that the mesical profession, like the general.
public, have accepted and endorsed the common report as an
established fact. It is therefore important to find such mis-
chievous exaggerations combated by a medical officer, who writes
of West Africa, not from hearsay evidence, but from the expe-
rience derived during a’re~idence of twenty-three years in the
colony of Sierra Leone and settlements of the Gold Coast. We
make these remarks by way of introducin~ to more general noti~
the papers above noted, beo:au~ they sup l~y much vamame ann
novel information, not only regarning zns diseases to wmcn
Europeans and natives are subject in ~Vest Africa, but because
they furnish an interesting description of the topography of Sierra
Leone and the Gold Coast.
Mr. Clarke is of opinion that the climate of West Africa, if

fairly tested, can stand comparisofi in point of healthfulness with
most of our colonies in the East or West Indies, where endemic
and epidemic fevers, dysentery, with cholera to hoot, prevail
~-;*o as fre,mentlv and fatally. There are men now in Europe in
~’~’"~ "--~-* ̂~’¢~;r health who have lived there for periodsthe enJoym~a~ ~- ,--
varying from twenty to twenty-five years. Comparatively, their
number is not small, comprehending persons of all classes--
governors,mmt y o cers, mi ,ion es,
with their wives and families. He stares ~na~ ~ormeny many
officers in the English, Dutch, and Danish service reside~l upon
the Gold Coast, some fourteen, twenty, and thirty years,~ ann
en’oyedo good health, although tll _one i~:,, subor~n.ate positrons" had
to remove from one station to another. The :aog ougn~ no ~onger
to be concealed, that half at least of the deaths and in eapacitie,s
which occur amongst Europeans an~e 7ro~ ~rror~ o71~er~ona~
~dnorny, and that the mortality lists axe unfairly swelled by as-
cribing to the climate deaths Which have been caused by accident
or intemperance.
The following passages may be adduced as proof that the

climate is not to blhne for eve/ything :--
"The sanitary coudit[on of the town of Cape Coast, and indeed of

all the towns upon the seaboard, is deplorable. Notwithstanding that
some good has of late been affected by the municipahty, yet, strange
to relate, no public cloacin~o have as ~-et been provided to meet the
w~:uts of the people, although the subject has been repeatedly taken
up, and just as suddenly dropped, the consequence being that de-
cency is constantly outraged, and the most disgusting nuisances are
openly committed in the streets. Foul stenches everywhere a.~san
the no~ and corrupt the air, dunghills being attached to the huts,
where ~arbage, filth, stinking fish, and other abominations are
thrown." The smells along the byepaths and beach in the neighbour-
hood of the towns and villages are most offensive from aecumlations
of human ordure and offM ; in fact, the native population is unre-
strained by any police rules, except at Cape Coast and Acorn. In
~^,- ....: ,~-: =....~;~o~ ~o,-noration have enacted laws for their
con~rvaucv; but iu reality they are a aeaa ~ett¢#, a ........
amount of’nuisance scarcely credible. In the other towns, the
Paynims, or native police, utterly neglect important matters of this
kind. Indeed, the inhabitants of Cape Coast and the other towns
and vilh~as are chiefly indebted for their partial cleanliness to tho~
useful so’avengers, the turkey buzzards, largely helped by packs of° ill-conditioned hogs, who greedily de-half-slaHed, mangy curs and .........,,,~nthestreets."your the excrementitlous matters wmcn are lei~ to ro~ ~r .....
" The town of Caoe Coast is irregularly built; the houses are con-

strutted of clay or brick.% and are generally square. In some of the
rural districts they arem~ade of bamboo, wattles being woven between
the nnri~ht posts, which are then plastered over with clay, which
becon~es~when dry, remarkably hard. The walls of their dwellings

i* Mr. McOormack and Mr. eod&trd have each :e~pe¢fively livgl at
errs I~one and ~e G~mbia for n~1~ fifty ~’ears.
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are rarely, if ever. whitewashed, and am often crowded, ill-ventilated,
and dirty. Mo~t of the rooms are mL~erably s mall, dark. damp, and badly
ventilated, especially thos~ devoted to sleep. In their sleeping places
the poorer classes, and many persons in better, c!reumstances, l~e.ep
all the dirty clothing not in wear either about their ~e~s or nangmg
from the wall, scraps of food and putrid fish being strewed about or
collected in corners. The lower rooms open into inner courts, where,
in fine weather, the members of the several fs rallies meeh an4 where
they oRen cook and eat their food. The houses of what may be
termed the middling class are well furnished with European articles
of cabinet furniture, with crockery, glass, and mirrors, while the
walls are decorated with cheap prints. The wealthy native genre-
men (living in the seahoaxd towns) live in veil-built houses, commo-
diously, and often elegantly, furuishea; ou~ xew o[ them nave nre-
places in the public rooms or bedrooms--a want which impairs health
in a country exposed to heavy night-daws, and in some wet seasons
to heavy falls of rain. The general custom ou the Gold Coast is to
burn charcoal in clay loots in the public rooms and bedrooms¯when
the weather is damp or cold. From inquiries I have made. I find
that twenty may be safely reckoned the average number of tenauts

often happens that sober, decent peopl " .P . .
a drunken man iu the next, for I :egret to say that drunkenness ~s
a wide-spread vice among the natives--a circumstance chiefly de-
pendent upon the cheapness of the spirits imported from the United
Staten, Holland, and the Brazils."
And ~galn :-
"The mas~ of the inhabitants bury their dead in lhe basement

floor of their houses--a practice not confined to the pagan part of
the population, but also practised by many respectable and wealthy
families. This hurtful custom cannot be too soon discontinued. It
is not done by the natives of the interior, but by all accounts it has
been an ancient custom in the coast towns. When the decea.~ed is
wealthy, valuable articles, as gold ornaments, gold dust, aggery
heads, are placed in the coffin, and the body is sprinMed with gold
dust. Thcso tombs in this way become family banks, and in the
time of trouble the gold so deposited is applied to meet pressmg
claims or other family purposes. The practice of depositing articles
of value with the dead is of very ancient origin, for King David had
large treasure placed in his tomb by King Solomon."
The frightful condition in which the slaves are landect from

the captured slavers at Sierra Leone is vividly depicted :-
,,At the period I iook charge of the Kissy Hospita/s (1837)the

dave-trade was in active operation, conseqnentty great numbers of
liberated Africans were coi~stantly received into hospital. It was a
most distressing sight to witness the arrival of these poor creatures ;
and it is necessary to make a few preliminary remarks in order
clearly to understand the difficulties with which the medical officers
had to contend. The appearance of the slaves when landed~’as
most strilung. In some the e~pression of the countenance indicated
sufferings, moral and physical, of the most profound and agonising
nature. Others of them gazed vacantly around them in the most
utter helplessness. Occasionally, among the newly.arrived groups
all ~nse of suffering was merged in melancholic or raving madne~.
Th~wizened, shrunk, dud ekinny features were lighted up by the
hollow, feverish e~e. The belly was, as it were, tacked to the back,
whilst the hip-bonee protruded, and, in some cases, became the seat
of foul, sloughing ulcers. The hand dud skinny fingers seemed
much elongated by the great and neglected growth of the nails, and
the were ~ deplorably emaciated, that the skin appeared tensely
stretched over, and tied down to the skeleton. The legs refused to
perform their fimctions, and they reded and tottered about from
sheer debility. Their squalor and extreme wretchedness was
hei htened, in many ca~s, by the partieoloured evacuations with
which thei~ bodies were besmeared. When large numbers of the
sick were suffering from dysentery, the ~n.dihon of the wards and
yards in the morniog was extremmy ]oatosome. inxs was in a
cent degree unavoidable, as..the s xck weretoo weak}o crawl ~romgheir mats to the commoae, a~mougu everymlng was ~w,v u~,~- ,,,~,

, ’ rs to kee the wards as clean and wholesome as thesur eons erda P ...... thecrogded state of the hospital would admit of. In a word.
moral and physical causes of depression were often so overwhelmiug,
and so intensely concentrated, that the combination produced di~aso
iu such formidable shapes as to be beyond remedy. The mortality
was consequently very great; many persons brought to the

¯ . ¯ . °
¯

within a few days; and ~ the names of all thes.o persons we o
recorded in the hospital books, the percentage of deaths was thereby
largely increa~d."

(To b~ confinu¢~t.)
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THE IGER A_ D CHADDA TRADE
 VIGATION

CO IPARY, LIhIITED, " ’
¯ 10 EACH; DEPOSIT, £1; ~1 ON, ALLOTMENT.

¯ SHARES, ~ . el" Share; and not less than Three Mb~ths between calls. .
No call to vxceed £.2 p .........---"’ re Teaukeo. outing th~ ~t y0ar..:

It is bdicved that only ~ per ~a ’:~o e:suro ~ Direction of able and earnest Gentlemen, of high
" . ....." ,~ .....v arc already so far adv e , ~ _ ........,~ .....~ shall not be fully advertised until
IVtHE arrangemen~soz ~nl~ ~c~m~e/clal abilit% Bat it has been decided tna~ m~.~i,~v~e~o~mentof Africa (which psomises 5o

g~ition, anct ox_grea~ ~m ¯ ¯ cl real desire for tne lnauSts,~ ,,~- ~ ..... ,,^,~) ¯ J- : P." -" r roved theft achve an_ . ̄  ̄ 000 shares or, nommauy, pv,v_vw... : .~the Friends of Africa have so fa~ p . b a reliminasu~scrtpticn to the extent of 6,____ ,
" from the ~’rienus o~¯ o~e who undertake it), y . ry uut are earnestly requestedrich a reward, to th . __:_ - Shares statingnumber and amo , _ Ez.cov~r Om~cr.cr~vltoK-

Intimahons of: a de~,e to take -’ . E~o. at the Offices of th~ Company, 4, Cox~ ,
Af’rica.’ They must be addressed tu J. L~o~s MeLzon, -...
sx~, Loxnexl~o ])cposlt ~Ioney is required with these applications, but only when tho Company is fully adveztised.

p.S,Ma~/ 21, 1863.~172warda of ~.’r~ ~’~ou~and 8~ares ~r~ already Seen a2~lled for Sy frien& of’~friea.

-~ II:bOl’q" BUILDI~@S,". "need vorkmeu can easily re.erect_them
¯ -- imate, made portable, so__.~ mexpene . ESIDENCES, CRUROItES~.ri hen ads ~ed to ell d ~, OUSES VILLA R

Of every desc p , P
. HOTELS, BARRACKS, WA~K , ’ - ABLES. LODGES, &c., &c.

SCH00LS~ SOItOOL-l~uux~o, o~v,~,, "7"-7 - " -v--qon at the Ofllces, 21, I[00R~ATE-~I’txr~,*, .....

IS the cheapest, llghtest, and most durable of any description of roofing. Is very portable and inexpensive in carriage.
Iron Sheets, Painted or Oalvanised, supplied in any quantity, and packed for exp~artatlon.

Ii=bOl, q- ~-I :L~D:~:L::%~,
BRIDGES, RAILWAY STATIONS, &o., &c., Manufactured by S. 0. tIEk(MING and CO.

Experienced Workmen sent to all parts of the World, at a moderate charge.

~W00D hOUSES, STORES, &c,, for AFRIOA,
LAMPLOUGHiS EFFERVESCING

:Easily erected. Au Exact 5£odel in a box sent with each House.
:Price, 20L per l:toom, 12 fsct ~uare, 10 feet to eaves. Also
iRON ]~O~SES,C~On~,S, &¢.

"R. RIC]~ARDSON, 99, Evsrox-Roxv, LoxDox-
.Established 33 years. Drawings sent.

Iron Houses, Cotton and Oil Sheds, Roofs, &0’
TUPPER AND Co.’s

O0gRUGATED GALYANIBED IRON-AND
PATENT TILES, .i :i

1~ouse~ Churches, Schools, &e., packed for ~hip-For l%ofilng ~’ ̄ ¯ . ¯ ~ " ¢, Wire Nails,
m~ut Aho Gutters, P~pes, B~dgmg, Pails, Tubmo,

manufacturers, 61A, Moorgate-street, Lonaon, ¯.,
st~ee~ Birmingham. ’s Process of Galvanizing prevents Rust.~" Tapper and Co. - ........ ~’~u~m LONDON.
TUPPER and Co., 61A, AtUU~L~A’J:J~ o ......

,

!
0YAL MAIL STEAMERS to the WEST COAST. of

leave Liverpool on the z ~ ..- ....
23rd falls on Sunday, when the departure is on .the zorn,
with goods and passengers_, proceeding ..d~ect to Ma~ira;
Teneriffe; Bathurst, Sierra Leone, Cape ~’atmas~.~aPe. ~’~s~
"~ le Accra L as, Benin, Nun, Brass, Bonny, Fernaudo.£o,

aken from alongside at Green Patch.t ...... .e ....
~:^n a,~lv to Laird, Fletcher, and_ Co.,

pyRETIC SALINE.
2~fferre~dn~ and ta~le~, its eondantu~ i~ ~dally e, alcula~J,

to maOffain l~allha~d vf~our. - .
¯ ’s re res~atative,-the Governor of Sierm_.I~o. ne~"~er 3£aje~y P .... s "tds "it is oz~,~ - let{or of reeaest for an addlhonal supply, ta , - . ...

"" ". ̄ .- ~, ...."- *~-~ ~ands of all Europeans vlsximggrea£ value ; l~ ~nouta u~ m ,,v -
the tropics." " " " "
It is an agreeable effsrvesd6g ~medy, of great efficacy in all

kinds of Fever and Blood Discuses, especially .those ocourr~g
during hot weather. : " ".
Dr. Gibson, Staff.Surgeon in the Crimean War, in his Report)

sbit~-~ "that Eur0~eanresidents in hot countries find that the use
-’::;- " ~ ~,-:-= ~-=-era,~ ~reveiits exhausting perspiration," aunt
O~ ~nlS zeire~mu£ ~v 5v r " "
its alternative--deadly fever. It acts by purifying ann mwenng
’the temperature of the blood, hence its great importunes toall
ersons seeking to redde with safety and comfort in Irbpi~al
~untries, or subject to unusual heats.

he ele ance, urity, and usefulness of the preparation hasT g . l~ ....... ~ eminent ~-.hysicians in the
eben certified by some ox ~n~ .,.v~ r
m Naval, and Hospital service’of Great Britain. .

A~’,Y:,),uant.Colonel ~m’ray, lst-West I_n~ia l~’i.ment,fl~_n"

-" * our P~etio Saline." " -taken y ........ ,r^~:^., Ifis,,ector, Port orlon:
r S azk.~ tne uovernmcn~ m~,~_ r . _.-: ¢.~o .tD. p "’ . ¯ " meac inchromv ~-

don, bears cordml teshmony to Rs e y "~’-

Gastrio Complalnta and Febrile Dyspepsia.
’ i m Stevens Esq. M.D., D.O.L., ’states in his work on

. ~fll~a _ -~ ....: ,,- wherever the Saline treatment ~¯ W es~ ~aum xm~,o, that
adopted, the fatal Yellow fevers are deprived of their terrors.
Out of one thousau~l cases treated by the Saline, the astonishing
number of 989 reeovered."~$e.o Dr; Stevens’ ~rerk on
Fevers, p, 87. . ¯ ̄  "

ch bo(tle To be obtained Item .tt. "
, _ : "-

.... ’ --~ ~,~--- Biden and Gardner,: Capetow~ m
J:t~]]~ Lonaon, ann ~,,w~. .... . . . . - .-

Bottles at 4s. 6d., lls., and 21s .... __= _~
-~ ~ti in- the City ot~I~° ,a {" ~z~~’ at ltl, ¥1egt- [ . d "[.~m~n,--prlnte~ by Wtzt)~ Jo~x Jon~O :.;e.,~ul,, atS. Ad¢l~hbterra~e, ~tta~. , ....

Pabl~hod by hlm’rf~ thq Af~An" .A~: ~ "’- ~ ........
Y*x S$, IS$4L
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