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SOOIETY.

PUBLISRFd) HO.XIHhI:
8ubs~-’q:~on, ~. gcr Xr~am.

.... S1ERR&- LEONE.
The most praiseworthy cffor~ of flovemor Blackall to stimu-

late the educated colonists to a more systematic and extensive
cultivation of the soil, ot~ which, the prosperity and wealth of
a tropical colony must-eventually depend, have met with warm
- support from that good and tried,friend of Africa and its peopl0
mCommodoro Wilmot~ who, by’.leRers to .England~ solicits the
co-operations of other friend613h-providing for "tho.neee&~ary
exoenses of an Agricultural Ini~sL, qal Exhibition at Fro6 ~?Qwm
¯ Su’ch exhibitions are co~ide/e~’:to :have :been very effective in
Liberia; and if the odl0ni~ts-of’.Sierrs Leone eau be the reb~r
stimulated to a healthyemuhi.ff~h, something like a develop-
ment of the natural resources ’O[t~e colony may speedj!y.take
l~lace. -:- -
.Her Majesty’s Shlp Rattle~nal~e, Commodore_Wil/gqt, ~eK

¯ :Free ~£own for the River Gambia, o.11 the 80~h of Jat~ta~y; "xno
Commodore Was expected back in about three months. "
The Governor has made the following appointment, ~ubject

to the approval o’f his Grace fhe Secretary of Shfo.fdr th.o
0olonies: MdolT~us .Piks, -’~t’., ta be Treasurer; .F_dward 11ryndrnan
Be¢~I~, .,~g., to be teixst Clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s De-
~rtmeut ; Ju~kh ~rwan S.~ra~,, t.o lm. First’.O.letk.and

:~ier m the rreasureea :Depart~nt ; ~r?, ~a~,.n.’ts ~o,~,,
.E~., to be Second Clerk in the Colonial Secretary s Department.
¯ We are indeed grieved to see three cases of dar~ &alb~ among
tho ehar6,~s against prisoners at the late se, ssions. In each ca~e
the verdidt Was "guilty~" and of the criminals, L~kan was
-sentenced to twelve months, and Thorpe and Colb each t5 three
fearg’imprisonment. ¯ " "
:- We perceive among the advertisements in the .Free .2.re.~,, tl,at"
menti6ff is made of the"Anglo-African- Company, Zun,led, oa
having an establishment at Free Towh. We have never before
¯ ;heard of this company, and should be glad of someinformation
respecting it.
" " An important case has been tried before the Supreme Court.
It was an action by the .firm of Malfilatre and Co. against Alger.
non X[ontagu, a practisiug attorney, who holds the important
office of Ilegistrar-General of the Colony. The c)mplaint of
the firm was that, having obtained in January last a judgment m
this Court against one Charles Fyne, for 4691. 10-~. 0~d., they
retainedthe defendant to sue out a writ of Fieri Facias on the
lands and goods of Mr. Pyne, under the Colonial Act. That the
defendaut issded the ~h’it on the 19th of January last ; charged
a sum in his bill of coats, which was sub:.equently paid to him
by the firm, for the writ as well as for the registration of the
judg’ment against Mr. P#ne’s land ; took the writ to the Sheriff;
but that the defchdant did not direct the Sheriff to levy on Mr.
Pyne’s land, and that although the_ Sheriff had on his own respon-
sibility made a levy on ~r. pyne s land, the defendant ordered
the Sheriff to withdraw the levy; iu consequence of which the
firm h’ad lost the moony duo to them by Mr. Fyne. The verdict
was for the plaintiff for the whoto amount claimed.

LIBERIA.
¯ The inaugurMion of the new President, D. B. Warner, took
trace on the 4th January. As usual on such occasions, the
future is looked forward to with increased hope. Aud we must
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.., .amp W~S.r.a.rm, ei~ xt£~s: " "
", ~he~a~,r’~)r XAird. m~i~"~t~.amer, will ihe iWest African
~a~i. ~dved st’L~verp~.l/~[am.h. 1 I, wxth~6oo cane, as of go d

)toGa.i, 81s~; Old On, bar; ~ob.flad; BraM ~!ver,-~th; B.onny,
7th; LegGy, 10th; AC¢~a’~ 12th ; Cape Coast CaAle, 14th; Cape
:Palmas, 16th ; Sierr~’~.eoneb 21st; Baihurst, 25th ; Teneriffe,
Zfar~h 2nd; and ~fadelra, 4~h. .
" The rivers-were.generally healthy. " . . .
: ; A t~rr~fiff6xplosiofi,h~cl~ taken pla~ at New Calabar at hoop

the 25ih~ ~:~ The hulk Merlin, the first Vessel lying,up
the tiger, caught fire. Sha was laden wRh gunpowder, and au
exp.ll~ion’took place. The fire catching seven ~th’er vessels,
which ~,iso ha, dr 6unpowder on board, they likewise iblew up,
causing’ a fearful concussion and extensive loss ofpr0perty. .~

,Commodore. Wilmot, who onfy arrive,~ a: BMhurst in n~r
Msje~t~a’.ship Rattlesnake at the beginning of February/has
alreadyt~rforme:l a most important service, tie has so arranged
the differences with ’! Maha~,"f &~, thaotf t:~i~: thO~o g[vo:?~us
for hooo eta much more pc" ce al Late ......
future.", ’Should this prov’o fo be ths’resnlt of thocomm0dore’s
:visit, w’o believe thef~;~[i~l.be a rspid’and stead~, advanc~ in pro-
duction and "tiacle. Ttk6 ~aitie~ako isan exhtbition of power ;
of that whlcK the African chiefs! and kings uffderstand and
:resl~cti And we now.hope that any.ill effects arising from the
:inulin t-all!play of force at thel)e.riod of the m~_~oo war witl
heneefor~ra’rd at’reappear.. The governors of our West Atriean
.col6ffies’and de~ndeneies have been subject, of late years, to
.verv’brea+di~Ic’ulties. Scarcelyin. any case have they been fur-
:nish’eds’in~:~im~s’bf emergency, With an adequate force to make
.their autl~ority,respected by the surrounding natives. Until the
l~aCeful.iaflu6/~c¢s of advancihg" civilization arc created and telb
..anocean{Goal disnlav. . of the elements of power possessed.. . . by
O~eat:Britain i~ absolutely nece.u~ry as a check upon thg.pre-
sumptioh~f l)etty~:A.fri~n chiefs hnd. kiag~....Civihzation wall
ngt’ pipgfess-wl~ereth~r.o ~ no" r~speet for Bnt~sh authority.
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say that the new President has told his people some good and
wholesome truths. Read the following :-

"We are still at the threshold of our work on this confluent
So to accomplish what our hands find to do, that we may not
transmit weakness and helplessness, but strength and efficiency,
to posterity, should be our earnest endeavour. :For tMs we
should labour and strive. To succeed in the enterprise begun by
us on this coast, of rearing an African nationality, requires a
high mind and untiring devotion, a lofty and unswerving
purpose, and an intense patriotism, which I think we need to
cultivate. We have much work to do. Our task is immense.
We are backward iu almost everything. We have to achieve
our own fortuue by unremitting industry and self-devotion.
Neither the ultraism of party measures, nor the dissimulation
of office-lovers, nor the craft and deceit of demagogues, nor the
loquacity of faultfinders, nor the orthodox lamentations of pro-
gressive or go-ahead men, nor high-sounding letters for foreign
consumption, nor the bolstering up of foreign friends, nor the
sympathy of the Great Powers, nor the patronising eulogies of
colonization papers, will supersede the necessity of intelligence,
thrift, industry, aud enterprise on our part."
All honour to President Warner i There has been far too much

national self-laudation, in Liberia. Because. its ffiends iu England
were tender and indulgent to its shortcomings, the Republic
exalted itself exceedingly. A honest President may do much
good among a people. The new President shows the absolute
necessity of retrenchment and reform. He tells them that, with a
public revenue of only 45,000 dollars (9,000/. sterling), they
cannot indulge in old and new world extravagances :--
"There are many expenditures we indulge both in government

and in our domestic relations, which we can ill afford--much
work done and paid for out of the Government Treasury which
should be done by citizens free of any charge to Government."
Again :--
"I would ask, is it not probable that our political and social

life is based upon an erroneous assumption ? We have modelled
in theory, and are endeavouring to model in practice, all our affairs
upon the customs and practices of the United States, from a false
idea of the analogy of the conditions of the t~o countries. Few
comparisons, however, could be more infelicitous. What a~alozy
is there between the United States, With their millions of inhabi-
tants, with their multiplied agencies of civilization, and Liberiaj
with its few thousands and the absence of almost every art ?
Compare the population and exports and imports of the one
country with those of the other, and see whether our exports bear
anything in proportion to our population as compared with
similar things of the United States. :No class of our population
have reached that security and ease in their circumstances which
give leisure and means for indulgence. We are, for the most
part, still bound to the necessity of seeking supplies for our
rudest wants. The inexorable necessaries of daily life absorb
nearly our whole attention and entire strength. Were it not for
the assistance which we receive from abroad, we could not
support many of the institutions of titerdture and religion among
us. To argue therefore from the condition of things in the
United States to that of things iu Liberia is simply preposterous.
To name, for illustration, a siegle instance in which we are too
servilely copying the United States, I may refer to our system of
representation, and the expenditure it involves--too great by far
for our real necessities end our financial ability. The average
annual receipts of the Treasury during the last five years was
45,000 dollars. The amount disbursed on account of the Legis-
lature for the same time was 5,500 dollars, being an annual
expenditure of more than one-ninth of the entire revenue."
Alluding to the inconveniences caused in Liberia by the war

in the Uni.isd States, he says, justly, that they have been un-
wisely eeamng uFon america, instead of striving arduously for
an entire industrial independence :--
"Considering the character of the country before us, no people

on the face of the globe should be less affected, in a material
point of view, by the present distracted state of America than
ourselves. Iu facb we might have, by this time_by a vigorous
culture of cotton, ground-nut% &c., attractedthe commercial

attention both of England and France. Believe me, feli0w-
citizens, we have, ia many things, been going wrorig. We rau~t
begin again."
And we are especially glad to see the necessity and advantage of

an earnest eudeavour for the civilization of the aboriginal
population most earnestly enforced. There has been great
neglect and error in Liberia with regard to this important
matter :--
"Ta~ NATr~ TnrREs.--I regret that it is impossible for me,

within the limits of this address, to enter as fully as I could
wish to do on the question of the native tribes around us.
Without denying the great benefits which have been conferred
upon our abori~nal brethren by preceding administrations, and
the salutary impulse that has been given to the cause of their
civilization, I think the time has come when greater efforts
should be put forth by the Government to teach them our frater-
nal connexion with them, and the nature of the feelings which
should subsist between us. Them am obvious reasons which
render it desirable that the State should take a more direct part
in the work of civilising the natives, and in imbuing all classes
of our civilised population with a deep sense of the advanta~ of
speedily training and incorporating them among us. There
are political reasons. We cannot or should not expect to build
up the nationality we are daily picturing in our minds, and after
which we are striving, with the scanty materials which
come from the United States of America. Admitting we could
do so, and become in point of wealth and power foremost of the
nations, this would not free us from our great responsibility to
the Great Wear of nations for the moral reformation of the
people around us--for their elevation, and, as far as human agen-
cies can effect it, their genuine conversion to and constant practice
of the Christian religion."
This differs widely from the grandiloquence to which we have

been too much accustomed, and which has pmfluced, if not justi-
fied, the sneers aud mockery of the consistent enemies and de-
procurers of Africa and the people of African blood. We do,
indeed, think that the healthy tone which pervades this presi-
dential document augurs well for the advancement of Liberia in
wealth and consideration.

SKERBORO.
The .Early 1)am~ states that there is a marked pro~ess and

improvement in the country during the past year since corteia
portions were taken under British rule. There was at first much
dis~tisfaetion with, and fear of, Brlt~sh authority. Several
villages were nearly or quite deserted by the people. There
were muttefinga of discontent and secret plottings for revenge.
One bold raid was made upon a village, and the people captured
as slaves. Now there is a general and seemingly cheerful
acquiescence in British rule. 8pine who feared the Government
are now seeking its protection :-

"One year ago there was war on the Gallnas, and war on the
3"ong and the Tittle Boom. Trade was greatly depressed, and
large quantities of produce were destroyed. Rice became very
scarce, and many people during the last rains suffered for want
of neces~ry food. Now peace and plenty prevail, trade is
active, and the quantity of rice offered was probably never oo
great. Previous to one year ago no one was safe in the possession
of property; a war party might deslroy it~ at any time. The
traders generally occupied houses of the cheapest construction,
and defended them with firearms when necessary. :Now, police
constables are stationed at all the principal points, and criminals
are. arrested and generally., legally__punished. A number pf good
bnck and frame bmldmgs have been conshmotod, and others are
in the process of construction, and one large farm has been
brought under cultivation. All these things indicate progress
towards Christian civilization; and, in spite of many draw-
backs, we believe there is real and substantial progress."
Among the evidences of advancement must be mentioned the

farming esiablishmen~ of ZIr. ZI. P. Hereon, a, Bendoo :--
"A short time the whole tract was covered with dense

hush, and now Mr?g° Horton has about two hundred acres under
cultivation, and hopes to add two hundred more during the pro-
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sent season, l~e employs seventy labourers, some of whom are
engaged in cutting the bush for new fields, and others in tilling
those already planted. A large part of Mr. Horton’s farm is
planted with Sea Island and Egyptian cotton. Last year his
plants yielded nearly two thousand pounds of an excellent
quality. This year’s crop has not yet been gathered. It seems
evident that cotton can be profitably rated in the Sherboro,
though many experiments are required to decide on the best time
for planting. A portion of ~[r. Horton’s cotton, being unseason-
ably planted, was much injured by the heavy talus of October
and November; but such mistakes can be avoided in future.
Some single plants have es many as two hundred and fifty
blo~oms on them. Z[r. Horton has extensive fields of ginger,
which promise well. We see no rea~n why ginger of a superior
quality cannot be raised for exportation. We noticed some fine-
looking sugar-eane growing in the register parts of the farm,
and learned that it was the first experiment in the culture of
that plant. The indigo plant, which grows in a wild state
throughout the country, is being cultivated by Mr. Worton. He
hopes to be able to prepare it for successful export. Among the
other products of this large farm am cassada, corn, rice, yams,
potatoes, ground-nuts, beans, &e. Mr. Worton certainly deserves
credit for his efforts to develop the agricultural resources of the
country. Ire labours under the disadvantage of being a pioneer
ia the work, but we trust that he will be permitted to reap the
fruits of his efforts."
A strong desire is expressed for a Government survey of the

lands in the new districts, with a view to its sale. A great
stimnlu% it is said, would be than given to the speedy advance-
ment of the country. We hope, therefore, to hear of this being
done without delay. We are convinced that no one can be more
anxious than is Governor Blaekall for the prosperity of every
portion of the territories appertaining to the colony over which
he rules.
We are also glad to see that road~ are loudly called for; that

they are considered (as, indeed, they will be found to be every-
where in Africa) a guarantee for peace. The expense, it is said,
would be but trifling. The editor of the Early .Dawn adds his
testimony in their favour as follows : "We fully concur in the
importance of surveying the lands and in making roads. Tiers
is r~t ~ road (n all th~ ,.q~r~oro. We believe the people would
cheerfully pay a road tax, if some roads could be constructed."

THE ASHANTEE WAR.
{From our STeeial Corrol~n&nt.]

Cape Coast Castle, Feb. 13.
Them are several circumstances relative to this war which

demand porlicular attention, and which it is necessary that your
general readers should be made well conversant with. Among
these, our new military road is worthy of especial notice. During
the expedition of last year, the movement of the Ashantee army,
under General Owoosockorkor, were so rapid, that their columns
were said to be almost-in every direction. Their left wing
menaced the force of 6,500 men, regulars end irregulars, under
command of Captain Brownwell, at Winnebah Swadore; their
centre, numbering from 12,000 to 15,000, pressed hard upon the
position of Abodam, Bobeecoomab, Essecoomah~ and Ajima~o,
where the allied forces were at least 15,000 strong ; whilst their
extreme fight was on the great highway to Ashautee from the
Prah as far down as Fesu er Fesuway, covering the road to
Akim Swadore to the north east, which thus enabled it to render
ready a~istance in that direction, This last division of their
army, numbering from 6.000 to 7,000, was intended to keep in
check the allied forces of 8,000 men, under command of ZIajor
Wood, a work which it effectually accomplished. Our force, or
the allied force, had to manoeuvre under very great disadvantages;
~#tout road% they had to find their way through thick bush
and forest; and at one time were so hemmed in by e large
column of the enemy, that the heads of the officer commanding
the allied force and his staff, were only saved by the clemency of
the kshanteo dividenal captain. Such has been the unpardonable
neglect, as regards this all-important matter of rest% that since

the days of ~aclean the idea of road-making was never
thoroughly enforced in the minds of the native chiefs by the
British authorities; and when the danger threatened on all sides,
the efforts of the officials were completely paralysed.
But there is a clever man now at the head of the Civil Depart-

ment of this most intricate Government. The omissions of the
past have now been properly estimated ; and the advantages that
will accrue from proper military roads being established every’-
where have now been duly estimated. The grand truuk road
from Cape Coast Castle to the River Prah is now opened, and if
the injurious influence of the climate were not so severe on the
lower animals, I would have said that we could drive a carriage
and four up to the Prah. But this Grand Trunk road alone is
insufficient for military and commercial purposes in the interior,
as we require ro~ds dissecting each other, running from one ira.
per[ant town to the other. Th~s important improvement, I am
happy to say, is being accomplished through the aid of Colonet
Conran. Several military officers have been appointed superin-
tendents of roads, Their duties are to confer with the chiefs of
each town on the subject, and to see that the road is properly
attended to. A road is now making between ~ansco and Akim
Swadore by way of Essecoomah; another from Wiunebah
to Swadore ; another from Acorn to Winnebah. From Auamaboe
one is to be opened, or has already been opened, to join tb-
Grand Trunk Road below Yankumassie, and another towards
Ajimacoo through Z[ankassin. The following are tha officers
who have been appointed superintendents of roads--viz. : Lieuts.
Osborne, Barry, Dunan, Brock, and Blacklyne. The first st the
rate of 7s. 6d. per diem, the rest at 5s. The following are the
chief towns in the Grand Trunk Road--viz. : Battayand,
Ahcroful, Dunquah, Yankumassie, Mansoo, and Fesu, or Fcsu-
way. I~rom ~Iansoo to Esseeoomah, the only town ou the road
is Tabie.Samang, a distance of about three and a-half miles. It
is situated on a table-land, with excellent views towards the
divergent li~e of the roads leading to E~eeoomah ou the left,
and Ajimaeoo on the right. ~’nlike ths lands on t~ ~¢acoa~t,
which am parched for tcant of rain, tho~e of lhs interior pre~ent a
mo~t cheering a~peeL Eo heavy, indeed, i~ the.fall o/dew, that 6*
many indance~ it i~ e~ual to a good ~er of raS~. It is very
pleasant to walk through these interior roads, lined on either
side by large and lofty trees, whose branches interlace and
entwine, forming with the aid of numerous varieties of vines a
labyrinth so perfectly shaded as even to defy the penetration of
a tropical noonday sun. One walks through them quite uu-
conscious that he is in one of the hottest parts of Africa until he
lights upon some open spot, where the intense heat tells him, to
his cost, that the thermometer ranges about 90 dog. Farenheit.
I must not conclude this subject of military roads without

referring to a paper iust published, as a guide to Coomassie, by
Mr. Ohartey. The author has given us the names of all the
towns and crooms from Anamaboe to that place, with their
derivation, and has appended some remarks on a fewof the towns,
which are very useful and important in this particular crisis.
The number of towns and crooms from the Prah to the capital of
Ashantee is thirty-two. The principal towns are Foomusu,
Oweerama~ie, Qaantah, Gimmahsu, Fommanah, Dompoa~ie,
Amoaful, sad Adwahin.
And now as regards zns raoon~ss ov znr rszsz.x~ ~xPzvmo~’,

In my last account I informed you that the authorities hero had
received instructions from E~gtsnd not to cross the Prah, but
to remain on the defensive, which was strictly true ; but the Rate
of aEllrs is now entirely altered, the Governor having since
received positive orders (by the last mail) from the Colonial-
office that, if he cannot make a lasting peace without au offensivemovement, he is to march to Coo.m..assie._ _~or thispurl~?ntheY~

have laced at his disposal an addlttonal throe ot more ma ovaP " " " ~ ’ " of two companies of themen from the West Ind~e~, conmsting
1st West India Regiment~ and the left wing of.the 4th We~t
India Regiment, made up of four companies. With t~e num~r
of soldiers at present on the Gold Coast, there will be more thau
1,000 strong ready to march to Ashantee---viz., 900 of the 4th,
170 of tho 2rid, aud 220 of tho let West Iudia Regiment; from
which, substracting 150 for sickne~ and other casualties, there
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will remain a disposable force of 1,140 men. You will at once
see that this force is entirely insufficient to cope with 50,000 of
the enemy, in their own country, and in their own grounds,
and in parts where there are no roads, and where the use of
grapeshot and canister, as well as rockets, will produce but
comparatively little effect. We must look, therefore, to other
sources for help, and we are certain of receiving reinforcements
frofn Sierra Leone, the Gambia, and L~gos; besides that, we can
collect on the Gold Coast au allied force of 20,000 men, ready to
~crifice their life for the good of their country, and for the
reduction of their old end inveterate enemy--the Ashautees.
Soon after the last mail left; the detachment of soldiers at

Accra received orders to move to Akeiu Swadore, and join a
small number of men who had proceeded there from Cape Coast
on the 17th ult. with Acting Major Thorns. This encampment
at Swadore is intended to protect the road formerly taken by the
Ashantces to invade the (Colony!!) Protectorate Terri’,ory; 
is to be under command of Major Irvy, a name well known in
African campaigns, and who joined it on the 29th or 30th. The
force at Swadore forms the second division of the army of obser-
vation.
On the 25th ult, at three A.~., the second battalion of the

first division of the army, or Captain Barnard’s company, with
the first battalion of third division, composed of the 2n’ci West
India Regiment, the whole under a gallant and promising young
officer, Captain Knapp, with Staff-Assistant.Surgeon Davies, left
Cape Coast, cheered by all the population, and accompanied to
some considerable distance from the town by the band and most
of the people. They were to proceed towithin a mile of Prahsoo,
and there encamp until the arrival of the lieut..colonel com-
manding, receiving on their way an addition of fifty men from
Mansoo. They arrived at Mansoo on the 28th ult., and left it
early (three A.~.) on the 31st.
At au early period of the movements of the military, his Ex-

cellency the Governor called a meeting of the principal kings and
chiefs this side of the Protectorate, to consider the best means of
ensuring the protection of the country from any further move-
ments of the Ashantec army. This meeting was held ¢,n the
25th ult. The colonel and his staffwere present. The whole of
the native chiefs and kings having testified their readiness to ren-
der every assistance to the officer commanding the troops, he in.
formed them that at present their services will not be required,
but that they should all be ready, so that at a moment’s notice
they could proceed to the different camp~. The King uf Denkera
was very fierce in his determination to invade the territory of
Ashantee with the regular force, and make his way to Coomassie;
and as Odonkor Assu swore beforeGovernor Pine, in March ]sst

Lear, at the Crobboe Plains, so he swore before Lieut.-Colonelnran never to sheathe his sword until Coomassie falls into the
hand of the British Government. To strengthen his statement,
he placed his son at the disposal of the colonel, to take informa.
tion from one camp to the other. The meeting was satisfactory
to both the Governor and commanding officer. -
On the morning of the 30th ult., his Excellency the Governor

having previously delivered over the entire military control of the
Protectorate into the hands of Lieut.-Colonel Conran, commending
the troops, that officer, with his staff, and the remainder of the
available force at Cape Coast Castle, composed of a part of both
the 4th and 2nd West India Regiments, left the .castle to join his
head-quarters at the river Prah. The soldiers were all in high
spirits, determined, according to their song, "with rifle, gun, and
sword in hand, to carry through Ashantee’s crowd, our colours to
Coomassie." Oa the morning of the Ist inst. they arrived at
:Mansoo. The colonel walked the whole distance of forty-five
miles on foot, as an encouragement to the men. This, however,
wa-~ considered an imprudent act, as he was so done up by it, that
he had an attack of fever. Happily, the attack was not a serious
one. After remaining there fgr two days, the whole of the men,
together with the remainder of the detachment at Mansoo, the
sick excepted, left for the Prah, arriving there on the 5th.
:Early in December lest, more than fifteen days before the firs~

movement of the military took place, a volunteer force, under the
auspices of the Colonial Government, sanctioned by the Governor

and Council, was formed, composed of fifty men from the late
Gold Coast Artillery, and placed under the command of Lieut.
Hay, commandant of nix Cove, with orders to proceed to the
frontier of Ashantee beyond Appolonial and prevent the Ashanteea
from coming down to the French settlements in Assinee, to buy
munitions of war. How far the minion has been fulfilled I am
not iu a position to say, but a few weeks ago the colonel com-
manding ordered Lieut. Hay and his volunteers to proceed to
Denkera, where he will be j clued by some men detailed from head-
quarters at Prab, with a medical ofticer and a subaltern.
You will thus see that the army has formed three encampments

along the banks of the Prah, on the frontier of the Ashantee
territory--~iz., one at Swadore, the right wing; another at
Denkera, the left wing ; and the head.quarters at Prahsoo. This
naturally brings us to consider the Po$ixioH oP THE ALLIED :FORCF~.
No subject requires more consideration than this, as it affects a
body of more than 40,000 men. There is not, I think, the least
doubt that they should form in the field the scout, of the regulars,
and the advance guards, and that, when driveu in, the regulars
should march to the front, to use with effect their more powerful
weapons~viz., rifles, rockets, and field-pieces--against the enemy.
In fact, they should be employed to make roads and clear the
bush beyond the Prah, which I am certain they will do heartily.
The all-important question, however, arises, .tTow are thu, men
to $aFrovidoned? Are they expected to find their owu food ?
It is a known fact here that for twenty miles beyond the Prah,
iu the enemy’s country, all the villages have been plundered, the
e0untry laid waste, and that no article of diet can be obtained;
Most of them men coming from the seacoast will be from 100 to
120 miles from their homes, end in the case of the Acorns,
200 miles. In each encampment there are expected to
be at least 15,000 men. When the provision they bring up and
that obtained by foraging is exhausted, what are they to do but
~t~rr¢, as so many did iu the late expedition ? The Government
cannot undertake to provision them, and the arrangement of the
colonel commanding is, therefore, I think, wise and worthy of all
praise--viz., that the~" should not move until expressly required
by him to do so. We must not forget the confused manner in
which the 1st West India Regiment fought at Badaboo, in the
Gambia, when 500 of them, without orders from their officers,
ran helter-skelter in the plain, shooting most of their own
comrades and officers. To prevent the recurrence of such
a catastrophe, I think the allied forces should have some dis,
tinguishing marks. During one of the expeditions at Scuttles,
in the Sierra Leone dependencies, undertaken by Colonel Hill,
the allied force were furnished with proper flags by which they
were distinguished. When a force of about 40,000 r~eu, whoso
dress is exactly the same as that of the enemy, is scattered about
in the ~elds before a regular army, which does not know the dis-
tinetion between Fantce and Arhantee, who would he surprised
if, in the event of an engagement, most of them be killed by a via
a tergo, unless some special precaution be taken. The disposition
of the allied forces is likely to be as follows : For Swadore, the
kecras, kkims, Goomoors, Ahgoonahs, and kkumfies; for

cPorahsoo (head-quarters’), Fautees (viz., Anamaboea and Capeast), kbrahs, Assins; and Denkeras; for kheroful, Denkeras,
aud the Eastern and Western Wassaws.
As previously stated, the fall of dew is very heavy in the

interior, and this has a most deadly influence on the constitution
of the soldiers newly imported from the West Indies. The
2nd West and the Gold Coast Artillery are by no means so very
susceptible as the 4th West are. Of the 105 men, formerly
the advanced guard of the whole force, which were stationed at
Man~oo for a month before any other movement took place, the
medical officer in charge in his report showed that more than
30 per cent. werelaid up every week, and out of 105 men, in the
short space of three weeks no less than seventy were admitted
into hospital. ~hat a large number--seventy out of 105 within
three weeks! This is a positive fact. Most of the cases are
fever of the intermittent type, which require but a few days in
the hospital, and most of the men who had been attached have
marched to the Prah. Lieut.-colonel Conran has in con~-
quence of thf~ ordered t~ o eommis:~u’iat to supply the troops with

t
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fresh provision erery alternate day, as well as preserved
vegetables, for which~ porposo a supply of bullocks has with
difficulty been driven to Prahsoo. This, it is believed, will in a
great measure tend to prevent those severe cases of dysentery
which greatly thinned the ranks of ~[ajor Ceehrane’s expedition.
Another important matter in these operations isthe wo~m.,,’o

of ~-,~ LAxn TaANsPoa~ Co~m. I must apologias for candidly
stating that your correspondent in your December number was
exiremely violent end unjust against what he called a " eorn-
,ni~sariat boy," and I think his harsh language waaonlymade use
of from personal misunderstanding. At present, however, this
department is under the control of an officer of great ability and
astuteness, one that can scarcely can be excelled--viz.. D. A. C. G.
:Blanc, from the Gambia. Through his energy and the assist-
ance of the local authority, a corps of 500 men have been orga-
nised, which works most admirably, receiving a daily pay and
subsistence averaging from Is. 4d. to 2s. 1Od. But this number
is scarcely sufficient to answer all the purposes required by the
military to eonvcT sufficient supplies to the three different en-
campments. Mr. O’cornor was sent to Cape Palmas to engage
From 300 to 400 Crew Boys, but he only succeeded in getting 100.
The men were rather sceptical as regards the intention, and they
refused, alleging as a cause that the), were going to be made
slaves of. Those who volunteer are properly taken care-of and
well treated.
These 500 cost the Government a sum not less than 2,0001. a-

month, and yet they are insufficient for a regiment of 600. When
the number is increased to 1,200 men, we must expect a trans-
port corps of from 1,400 to 1,600 men, and an increase in the
expenditure for that express purpose of 3,000/. a-month. As
matters at present stand, the war is costing the Government at the
rate of 4,000/. a-month ; and prospectively the expenditure must
be much heavier I Ashautee must be reduced, and a lasting peace
must be established. We cannot, however, expect theAshantees
to pay the expenses of the war, as they will never pay 60,000/.
to 100,000L, butwe must make them paydown what they can or
will, and bind them, under certain obligations, never again to
lift up their heads against their former slaves, the Fantees, and
our Government.
Now as to ~HE ~r.~s O~ COLoN~r. Co~’,’, in which I must be

brief. HIS first intention is understood to be to throw up a
stockade on this side of thePrah~ and mount two howitzeraon it,
thus commanding the passage over the Prah. BYe will then build
barracks for the men and officers, and a large military hospital
for the sick and wounded. After which a detachment, very
likely the 2nd West Indian Regiment,. hardy, daring fellows,
will cross the Prah, clear the bush, and form au encampment.
The whole.of the able.bodied men will then be crossed over,
placed in skirmishing order, and advanced into the interior. After
advancing a considerable distance in the interior, burni~,g several
villages, and devastating the country, repaying them for what they
did last year in these territories, he will summon the King to come
to terms, with the threat that, should he not comply, the whole
country will be laid waste, and Coomassie will be takem The
King might agree for suspension of hostilities, and the prelimi-
naries of peace might be settled.~ But he might not agree, and
in this case Colonel Conrau will order the allied forces to take up
arms--15,000 or more to be at Swadore, 20,000, at Prahsoo, and
10,000 at Ahcroful Denkera. These will be under orders to
push on at a given day to the interior, and within two weeks
there will be a settlement one way or other at Coomassie of
the dispute between the Government of ~er Majesty the Queen
and of his Majesty King Quacoo Duah.

CAPE COAST.
Another correspondent, with date of the 14th February, states

that Colonel Conran, with 600 men of the 4th and 2nd West
India Regiments, was then eneamped on the banks of the Prah.
Colonel, officers, and men were all in excellent health and spirits.
The colonel wrote that he was delighted with the country.
There was about four feet of water in the river, and the troops were
shortly to eross and encamp at the village of "Ansab," tw¢ivo
miles in advance of the Prab, toward Co0ma.’~ie,

Our correspondent passes high eulogium (and we have reason
to believe not higher than is deserved) onGovernor Pine and
Colonel Conran. From all that has come to our knowledge
during the last few months, we are sure that the Protectorate
has great reason to rejoice in the presence of the~ two officials.
We hope their great anxiety to bring the war to a close will not
impel them to measures for which the force and means at their
disposal are inadequate: As our December number contained
some severe strictures on the then acting Chief Commissary, it is
with much satisfaction that we receive a very different account
of the doings of Mr. Blanc, now at the head of the Commissariat
Department. Our correspondent states that Mr. Commissary
Blanc hss done wonders since his arrival, and that there is no
fear of Colonel Conrau receiving, at some critical moment,
biscuits in ticu of ammunition, so long as Mr. Blanc is at the
head of the Commissary Departme.ct.
There are great complaints of the state of trade. Tim merchants

of the Gold Coast, like those of Lagos, are sorely tried at the
present time.

~0 THE ~DIXOR OF ThE ~FRICAN TIMES.

Cape Coast, February 12, 1864.
Sir,--We are an old Coasier ; one, rather, of the old school ;

but, nevertheless, iu spite of numerous and deep-rooted pre-
judices, have watched the progress of your journal with much
interest; although it must be confessed we were at first a little
apprehensive that your object was to subvert some of our
ancient and cherished institutions--in a wor3, the privileges of
the Caboeeer, or upper classes of the Gold. Coast, to which we
emphatically, belong,But indead of rudely overturning existiog£" J ~° ~ ., .
institutions with a ruthless hand, you have been smoothing the
way for a gradual reform ; and when, with our mind’s eye, we
look at the progress of events during the past three years, we, a
son of Afric, the descendant of an uncivilised savage, can come
forward and conscientiously say, "The Afr,’ean ’lVm~ has made
us a better man ; has quickened our thoughts, and helped, in a
word, to chasten our moral decrepitude."
You are the exponent of public opinion, and as such, are glad

of any communication that can throw light upon dark subjects,
or expose turpitude to reprobation. All this is a~ it ought to be,
and when at some future day the hearts of Africans shall have
become sensible to the tender influences of Christian civilization,
a thousaud-thou~nd voices will echo the name of the Africa,
/t’rau in grateful recognition.
Bat, Sir, we have noticed with painful anxiety the increasing

tendency of a certain class of Europeans, resident on this Coast,
to disguise themselves under the assumed names of "Africanns,"
"Fantee," and such like, to give vent to bitter invective or scur-
rilous imputations on persons or things that seem to have given
them some slight personal offence, claiming under that disguise
:the right to arrogate to themselves the expression of public
opinion, and make your readers believe that their insane ravings
are the echoes of the public opinion of Africans. No such
thing, Sir! Africans have no sympathy with such deception,
and abhor the thought of it as they would shun the deed.
In your number of the 23rd December last there are two

letters purporting to have been written by two different indi-
viduals, one signing "Fantee," the other "Africanus" The
chief object of these letters seems to have been to belch out
an insult on the then chief Commissariat officer of these ~etfle-
meats. "Fantee" says he "forbears to say anything more, on
account of the extreme youth of this officer." " Africanns"
calls him "a mere boy." Now, in sober truth, an officer who
has held Her Majesty’s eommis~ion for ten years eA~xor be
termed a mere boy, or twitted with extrem~ youth, withou~
belying the evidence of our own senses, or exposing the impo-
tence of our personal spite. The now~ senior Commissariat
officer brought here with him, from Sierra Leone, the Gambia,

¯ We fear our corre~-pondent is no~ alludlng hero to the tame C~mmi~-
tar~at officer, whose conduct wan animadverted upon. If; wa~ the the~,
Acting Chief Commlssa~y, and not Mr. Blanc, the no~ Chief Commi~ary, to
whom "Fante$" and " Airlcanu~" alluded. Of Mr. Blanc we haveheard
nothing hu~ prune. We cou~idcr the explanation about the contract u

.¢perfectly tatufactory,--Ea. ,A. 2".

(,
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the Cape of Good Hope, and from Canada, where ha had served,
the reputation of a gentleman and a mau of business ; and, with
the single exceptions of " Fantee" and "Africanus," he has
given general and unbounded satisfaction since bin arrival
amonst us.
Your correspondent seems to be especially sore on the sub-

ject of a contract for fresh beef, for which he tendered. He
was at that time, and is now, without any status or po-
sition iu Cape Coast. is not a householder, nor has he any
manner of calllng or business; and all his stock and assets
to undertake the contract was a cow, in shockingly bad
condition, and a very young calf. Whereas the party whose
tender was accepted was a native-born African, intimately
connected with the best families in the country, who, besides,
were the owners of the only large herds of cattle, and who
pledged themselves to support him. These two were the only
parties who tendered. "We forbear to say more, on account of
’ Fautce’s ’ extreme simplicity."
Your correspondent, moreover, asservates that the British

merchant alluded to (meaning himself--for there is not the
shadow of a doubt that the writer and the third party alluded to
are one and the same person] could have supplied the troops with
whole~ome tank-water. After what we bane above stated of the
individual, we may place this last assertion in the catalogue as
"mere bounce and hrass." The chief Commissariat officer is
said to be very much disliked here. This asc-ertion has not even
a tinge of the colour of truth--I am. Sir, A~ A~RIC~X.

KPONG, Fs~. 10.
TO THE ]EDITOR O1~ THE ~BIC.LN- TJ~[ES.

~Ir. :Editor,~Aquamoo has been visited by the small-pox~tho
mortality reported there is so dreadful, that out of 2,000 inbabi-
rants, on an average, 10 persons have been dying daily for nearly
one month.
The king himself and household have been attacked. One of

the influential chiefs there, by name Quarmin Boar,_has died of it.
No human sacrifices yet, but no doubt, when the epidemic is
over, at leost ten persons will have to be scn~ after him into the
other world, to wait upon him:"
Press forward in your good work of converting these Protected

Territories into a Solid rid6 British colony.

TEETOTAL PRINCIPLES RESPECTED BY /fiONA.RCHS.
Anamaboe, :February 13, 1864.

It is said of Her ~Iajesty, as an instance perhaps of her
sovereign good sense, that at dinner on one occasion a teetotal
guest declined taking wine, to which incident Her llsjesty’s
attention was drawn. Her Hsjesty spoke well of her guest’s
principles, and observed that he was at liberty to do as he liked
at the Royal fable--i#., to drink or not to drink wine. A
striking coincidence of this Her Majesty’s gracious approval we
have in the case of an African potentate. At the anniversary
meeting of the Domonassio Temperance Society, on the 30th of
last December, Mr. Ghartey nsrrated this story: In the course
of our visit at the capital the King (Quacoo Duah)gave us 
grand dinner one day. Aher the course, wine was introduced,
and my companions~viz., the Prince and Ray W. W ~drank the
King’s health. Acting upon my principles as a ieetetaler, I
presented my glass of cold water. This monarch of the
Ashantees, whose smile is life, and whose frown fs death, some-
what surprised at;y taking water instead of wine, asked,
"Dien tim.~" (wh is this?) /fly reasons were of course ex-
plained, and he politely admitted them, signifying his approba.
tion by repeated nods, and then saying, "Sei na ya "--Le., that
is right.

Mre~Azr. RIC~nD BAsaz, EsQ, whose appointment as Queen’s
Advocate we noticed last month, was presented to the Prince of
"Wales, at the Levee, .held at St. 5am~s’s on the 12th u~.
on behalf of Her mj~ty, by r.ord Alf;;d Spence, ChurchlY:
M.P., brother of his {]race the Duke of Marlborough, and chairman
of the Council of the Af~cau-Aid Society. /fir. Barry goes out
to the Gold Coast by the marl steamer of the 24th March,

DAHOMEY.
Our correspondent in Abomey informs us that the Customs

having concluded, Major Burton had communicated his errand to
the king. During the Customs the usual violence of expression,
as regards ibeokuta, was indulged in by the captains and loaders
of the Dahoman army. Oa this occasion, the king, who is no
doubt annoyed at the failure of last year’s expedition against
that place, told them that if they did not perform before Abed.
kuta the great promises they were then making, he himself
would not spare any one of the recreant boasters. We presume,~
from what our correspondent writes, that au immediate advance
of the troops into the ibeokutan territory would take place.
Cotton planting was about to commence systematically near

Whydah.

LAGOS.
There is no improvement in trade at this place. The same

obstacles to commerce in the interior to which we have frequently
alluded continue to paralyse operations in Lsges. The Ikorodu
people had made an attack upon Makun, surprised, and sacked it.
It is believed that this event will rather tend to prolong than to
putan end to hostilities. Makun was burnt, women and children
were carried away into slavery, and many men were killed. A
proclamation by tbe Oovernor of Lagos allows of the bonding of
goods there in magazines to be provided by the merchants for
tbis purpo~. This is a concession that it had become indispen.
sable to make. The merehants and traders could not continue
to pay customs duties on goods at the time of landing, while it
remained uncertain how many months might pass before anysale
of them could be effeeted.
There has been much correspondence and dispute in the Lagos

paper as to the relative capital of the A.fl’icau truing companies
that have been formed in England during the past year or two.
The respective friends of the West Afrioan Company and of the
London and African Company have contended warmly each for
the supremacy of his favourite company as regards real amount
of effective capital. As very erroneous statements have been
mac]e, we think it better to settle the dispute by authentic infer.
marion on the subject. A lately-circulated report of the West
African Company shows that it has about 6,000 shares of 10L
each sub~ribed for. The London and African Company have,
we are informed, on what we believe to he good authority, about
3,200 shares of 25t. each sub~ribed for; and the Company of
African lferchauts have 40,000 shares of I0/. subscribed for.
This simple statement will, we hope, set the matter at rest
among our friends on the Coast. There is ample room for sucoe~
for all these companies, if their affairs be prudently conducted,
and we heartil~:,wish success to all, because the progress and
advancement of Africa will be thus best promoted.
The King of Porto None is dead, and there are rival candi-

dates for the T~ror~. The French will, however, no doubt pro.
serve order there. --r-

Io THe. ]~DIIOR OF TII~ AFRICa,N" TI~E$.

February 8.Sir,~In your number of the 23rd December you published
an account of ".4, affair that came off lately at Lagos." You
did not mention the names of the persons whose conduct was
complained of; but as I am one of them, I now send you my
version, and a true one, of "the affair."
I was fid~og in the town of Lagos, accompanied by a friend ;

we had been making some calls, and were returning to my house,
when my friend, who was some thirty yards in advance, saw a
girl whom he knew, rode up to her, and spoke to her (but not
with such intentions as your informant would intimate). She,
being frightened by the horse, and not by my friend’s address, as
she swore in her evidenee, ran into the yard of/fir. Cole, where
my friend (foolishly, perhaps) followed her. Cole, who was not
in his’ house, but in the street, immediately ran into his yard
(although not attracted by the screams and uproar, for there was
nothing of the kind), and without giving the intruder the oppor-
tunity of going out again, or even asking him to do so, shut his
gate upon him, thus making a prisoner of one who would have
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left quietly, had he been civilly requested to go. 3Iy friend
repeatedly asked Cole to open the door and allow him to go out,
but this was refused; whereupon he climbed to the top of the
gate, and called to me, who had by that time ridden up, to get
off my horse and assist him to open the gate. He then de-
scended and tried fo open it himself, Cole resisting, and a scuffle
ensued, Cole being finally thrust from the gate (which was all
the violence used upon the occasion, no blow being struck by any
one), when I, who had not dismounted, rode in and remained
until my friend was again on horseback, when we left together,
Cote all this time being most abusive. We did not touch him,
but rode away some short distance, when we thought it better to
return and ascertain the man’s name (never having seen or heard
of him before), that we might summons him. He was then
more abusive than ever; so much so, that I ti~reatened to horse-
whip him; whereupon he presented his bare back to me (not in-
dulging in the luxury of a shirt), and desired me to flog him. 
refrained, and failing to ascertain the man’s name from the crowd,
left with my friend. Cole almost immediately went to the
acting police magistrate for a summons; but that gentleman,
himself a surgeon, totally failed to discover marks of the casti-
gation whioh the complainant declared he had received, or of
twoheavy blows on the mouth from the butt end of a whip,
which he alleged, falsely, that I had inflicted. Under these
circumstances, the magistrate refused the summons, but Cole
insisting, it was granted. The next day being Sunday, tbe case
was heard on ~onflay morning, when the evidence of the com-
plainant and his witnesses was so contradictory and confused, and
was given with such an evident animus against white men, that
the magistrate was compelled to stop the case, observing to Cole
that when he applied for the summons soon after the assault was
said to have been committed, there were no marks of anything
of the kind upon him; that were he to allow the case to pro-
ceed, there would be no course open to him but to indict Cole and
his witnesses for gross perjury ; his decision, therefore, was, that
as iu going into Cole’s yard my friend had unh~tentionally been
the cause of the disturbance which ensued, and was, therefore,
so far in the wrong, he must pay the cost of the two summonses,
3s. I paid nothing. The above is a perfectly true etatement, to
which I am ready to make oath, and in court did make oath. I
ask you, therefore, is your informant justified in employing the
language he has done, or in asking suchquestlons as, "Is this
British justice.~’’ &o. I defy your informant or any of his
friends to show that I have offered the slightest indlguity to any
female in L~ges since I came to live here; nor have I known
or heard of an instance of ouch a thing occurring here during
my stay, as a European or an Englishman ill-treating or insulting
a colou~d female. But I will {ell you the true reason of this
scandalous and unprovoked attack upon us. Your informant,
and the generality of people from Sierra Leone (although, I am
happy to say, there are many honourable exceptions) hate the
English with the most intense hatred--and causeless hatred.
This ill.feeling we do not find to exist in the breasts of people
from Acorn, Cape Coast, and elsewhere, nor amongst emancipated
slaves from the Brazils. We all kuow and feel this here, though
few may have the courage to publish it ; for it is too much the
fashion and the practice in :England to cry up and make much of
the poor 2If titan, be he right or wrong. And when those who,
having spent years in the country, know Africa and its people
venture to open their lips to set benevolent and well-meaning
philantl~opists and other charitable people fight in these matters,
they are pooh.poohed~ coughed down, or hissed.
Our’late most worthy, popular, and just Lieutenant-Governor

did know that justice was done--done, that is, so far as was
necessary; for had my friend, or myself, or the police magistrate,
been actuated by such feelings against black men as black men
evinced towards us, we should not have rested satisfied until Cole
and his wltnessea were indicted for and convicted of perjury
and conspiracy. Let me add one little incident which I have
o~.’tt~t. When the girl~the ldleHm’a eau~a belli in this ease~
co/~meneed giving her evidence, it was most decidedly in favour
of the defendan~ whereupon some person amongst the crowd of
~r~ Leone people present muttered something to her in the

native language. Her evidence then became quite as unfaveur-
able as it had previously been favourable to us.
Trusting that you will insert this in your next, I enclose my

card, and am, Sir, yours, &e.,
ONE OY ~HE D~FEh’DA.~’IS.

# With reference to the abova letter, and to the former on the same
subject, we take o~a~iou to expr~s our deep regret at the ill feeling that
evidently ea~sf~ between the S~erra Leone emigrants at Lagos and the
Europeans in the colon)’. Such feelings do not so manifest themselves at any
other part of the Co~t; and it seems difficult to account for thls exc(ption
as regards Lager. This antagonlsm--if we may use the we, d--has been
commented upon in other letters tbat we have received. In cue ef them we
find the following: " I mu.~t in truth say that there are many, too many ef
my couutrsmeu, ~ho have received a sort of half e~ueatlon in Sierra Lease,
in some day-school there, that have grown up with certain ide~ in their
heads rather difficul~ to eradicate. Bet there are others who have been a
little better brought up, and who are more tractable, yet llttie or no differ.
ence is iu m~t instances made between the~e two cla~sea by fhs majority ef
the Engl~h reeldenfa here. Many English people, when they first come eut
here, speak to n-~, and behave toward us, in the way we have heard and ex.
perlenccd iu England; hut they get eo laughed and jeered at by eider
English r~idents, that after a little thne they feet obliged, I ~uppo~e, to
copy from the old shmdards. I will put a case which w~.ll give )’an some
idea ef the p,.~ition in which we find our~Ives. How do you believe a black
man must think or feel when, sitting in company with white men (perhai~
in his own house, te which he has invited them), he hears hls countrymen
run down even to the level of the brute creation ; hears them called ’ d~
black fellow~’ or those ’ d black n]ggers," &c. Can you wonder that the
feelings of those of us who have been iu England, where we have met with
such very different treatment, are very much wounded ? Is it net natural
that a great deal of ill feeling should be created by such conduct?" Thls
question of the state of tbo social relations existing between /he freed
Sierra Leone men and the European traders in Lagos is cue ef very great
importance as regards .the future prosperity and well.being of the colony.
Of course, ouch of the Sierra Leone people as our corteepoudent above quoted
alludes to, who so ungratefully forget the benefits they have received at
English hands, cannot expect much consideration from the white refidents,
to whom they show on all ocea.Eous such marked animosity. Bu~ as re-
gards the more educated elas~, of wlgch our corr~pondent is one, we venture
to expre~ the hope that every European will, wlth gentlemanly delicacy,
forbear when in company with them to make zuch allusions ta are above
complained of, er to give occasion in any way for the feeling among the
people, who are, naturally enough, almost merbldly snscet~tib]e, that their
white companion or guest fancies he is condescending by admitting them to
hls iutercourse.--Ev. ,#. T.

HV~L~" SAc~az~czs.--kt the Cameroons, on the coast of Western
Africa, as well as in the interior, at Ashantee and Dahomey, human
sacrifices continue to be offered, and idolatry, with its most
abominable acbompauiments, is the religion of the people.--
Bre~leyan Mi,~ionary 3.laga~.fi~e.
T~E screw steam gnu-vessel Torch, 5, Commander Frederick

H. Smith, has arrived from the West Coast of Africa. She was
put in commission in June, 1860, and left for the West Coast in
the following September. The Torch has been occupied chiefly
in the suppression of the slave-trade, and has captured seven
vessels ; she was also actively e~gaged is the operations in the
fiver Gamb~.~, in 1.861. Daring her commission she has gone,
under steam and sail, a diatauce of 55,000 miles. -hro~ on~ deai~
~a~ occurred in the ship, and, with ~ne exception, all th’, oficer~ who
went o u~ in her ¢ontb~ue on board.
Ba.~-~avPrez Cowr, Llv~a~oo~.--The case of Mr. R. C. Henry,

who had been a merchant, of Liverpool and of Benin, on the
West Coast of Africa, came before the Court on the 2nd March.
Mr. Aldfidge said the baukrupt had been in co-partnership with
one Hartridge, aud failed for between 24,000/. and 25,000L in
1861; and with between 8,000/. and 9,000L a~ets. He ar-
ranged by deed. Since then he had contracted debts between
3,000/. and 4,000/., end there were no a.~ets. The whole of the
latter debts were due to two creditors only. ~I"neyhad entrusted
him with their goods, but they were taken or destroyed by some
of the barbarian African chiefs. An order of discharga was granted.
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SIERRA LEONE INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION FUND.

(S~ .Pages 109 and 112.)
The Council of the African-Aid Society carnesliy invite all

the friends of African progress to send them subscriptions to this
fund, which will be advertised monthly in the African ~)nes.
Subscriptions may be sent either to the London and West-

minster Bank, St. James’s-square, London, S.W., or to F. Fitz-
gerald, Esq., Honorary Secretary of the African-Aid Society, 8,
A.delphi-terrace, London, W.C.

BUD=-4~RIPIIOSB ALEEInY EECEIYEP.

lord Alfred S. Churchill, M.P.
Sir John Boileau, Bart.
Robert Barnes, Esq..
Roy. 3-. Baldwin Brown, M’.A.
Doctor Norton Shaw.
Emile Planque, Esq..

J3 s. d.
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
1 0 0
I 0 0
1 0 0

NOTICE.
1Ve are compelled to defir the cor, cl, sion of "21eretation~ as to the
General Conduc~ of .AfFairs on the Rirer Oambia." and of our
Badagry letter, relatire to Okeodan and Addv, until next ~nonth.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS IN AFRICA.
In order to Trerent the trouble and expen~,e of frequent tettdrs to
Africa, tee be9 lem’e to ,tate that we cannot in~ert any adrert~ement
tehaterer from the Coast trithout pre.2~ayment. All ptr.~ons there
dedrous of adrertishzq in our columns trill, therefore, we ho2~e, fitlly
understand that there is no chance whaterer of the in$ertion of any
adverH, ement they may tend unaeeo~hpanied by a remittance Or
order for l~ayment in London. Our charge is, Fire Shillings for the
.first ~’ight LineJ, and Sixflenez aver lbze for all abore the eight lines.
This is, of eour.,e.for column adrertiuments.--ED. A. 2".

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. PRICE 5d., STAMPED.
You are earnestly requested to allow your name to be added to the

list &yearly subscribers. Price 5s. per annum for each copy, payable
in adrauce. A~mt.~.~-AID 8ocmrr, 8, Adelpbi-terraee,

8traud, W.C, London.
N.B. Post-office orders forSubscriptions to the African Times to be

.made payable to W~. J. Jon.~’sox, 1~1, F/eel-street, at the General
Post-office, London.

W~DNESDA~ l£dRO1Z 23, 1864.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY.
]:Ienry Seymour, Esq., M.P. (1862 and 1863) ~20 0 0:Henry Christy~ Esq. (An) 20 0 0

GENERAL OBSERVATIoNs.
If proof were wanting that it is not without rea~n ]fir. Cave

called upon the Government to maintain an efficient watch off
the coasts of the Island of Cuba, for vessels with slaves on hoard

lhfar! may have escaped Her Majesty’s cruisers on the Coast of
1ca, we~ave it in the fact that a brig, with 700 slaves, was

captured on the 9th of February, offNorth Side, Cuba.
By the latest intelligence from Cape Coast, dated i’eb. 14, we

learn that it was expected the native contingents would be
ordered to join the regulars at Prahsoo, or in the Ashantee
territory, immediately. Not a word-had been heard from the
enemy’s side for months, so that no conjecture could be formed
as to their probable intentions. 7he health of the troops on the
Prah was reported to be "excellent,,, the officers enjoying even
better health than the men. The whole of them, including the
colonel, walked the entire distance from Cape Coast to the Prah.
The Zebra, Captain Hosklns~ was the only ship of war at Cape
Coast.

Out of nine ships lying in the new Calabar River, seven were
blown up within a few minutes of each other, all having gun-
powder on board. The ships that escaped this sad disaster
belonged, one to the Company of Africau Memhants, the other to
Messrs. ~torsfall, of Liverpool.
We are compelled to defer till our next number the notice we

had intended to give efa meeting held at the 5Iarquis of Towns-
end’s, en the 2nd inst., to consider Captain Speke’s plan for the
civilization of the natives of Equatorial Africa.
~Ve have pleasure in announcing the safe arrival of /fir.

William Craft in Dahomey,
Mr. Consul Barton had just descended from Abomey to

Whydah when the mail was leaving that part of the Coast. He
was te go down to Fernando Pc. Only very brief letters have
been received from him during his two months’ visit to the king,
but they seem to indicate that Wry important results have been
obtained by him.
The Dahoman army was about to make another campaign

against Abeokuta.
A subscription has been opened by tha African-Aid Society in

aid of the funds required for the first Industrial Exhibition at
Sierra Leone, which is te be held at the close of the present
year, 400/. had been sub~ribed in Sierra Leone.
We beg to direct attention to the striking evidence given under

the head of "Sherboro" to the advantages conferred on an African
district by the establishment of British rule. This evidence is
furnished by American missionaries, and is therefore not likely to
be uuduly partial in such a matter.
We are sorry to say that a British cutter, belouglng to a

merchant at Aeers, was considered to have given such grave
cause of suspicion of her being engaged indirectly in the slave-
trade as to warrant her seizure and detention by the commander
of Her Majesty’s steamship Investigator, ernLdng off the Gold
Coast.
An English brig has, it is said, been landing arms and ammuni-

tion at Adda (the mouth of the Volta) for the supply of the
Ashantees. The merchant, we suppo~, if the report be true,
thought it unfair that the Dutch should have an entire monopoly
of that profitable trade. We have often pointed out the scanda-
lous neglect by which the Dutch trade in arms and ammunition,
&e., to Ashantee by Way of the Volta was allowed to be carried on,
"With reference to our statement in January, that it had beer

decided to reoccupy the :Fort of Quittah, and thus prevent the
traffic in slaves from the Volta to the Dahomau shipping ports,
we regret to state that the re-occupation is to be deferred until
the conclusion of the Ashantee war. When the horses are all
stolen the stable door is to be shut.

THE CORRESPONDENTS OF THE AFRI~Aff TI2ZE8.
As we have received some letters of dissatisfaction and complaint
relative to statements affecting official individuals made by some
of our cerrespondants, and inserted in our columns, we think it
necessary to offer a few remarks on this subject. Personal
motives for the insertion of any incriminating statement we can
have none. Our sole motive and desire is the good and the
advancement of Africa. For this we give our unpaid services~
for this we study dud labour, and are exposed occasionally to
censure and animosity, i~othing can give us personally greater
pain in our editorial capacity than to believe that there is a
necessity for the insertion in our columns of something tha~ may
wouud another person. But when this eecmS clearly to lie in the
path of our duty toward Africa, we have no alternative. We
never have allowed, and we never will allow, our columns to be
made the vehicle of private animosities. We insert no communi-
cations that are not guaranteed by the writer; and where the
communication refers to some official person, and his acts or
omissions, we generally modify and soften it. A letter appears
an our preens number reflecting on insertions made in that of
December last, as to the acts and demeanour of the thin acting
chief Commissariat officer on the Gold Coast. Ths note which
we in~rted at the foot of the column containing the incrimination
ought, we think, to have been deemed sufficiently explanatory of
the motives which induced us to insert it. It must be borne in

._.~.
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mind that until the publication of the African Times, efficials of
all ranks and grades on the Coast of Africa, and other "Caboce~.rsi"
as our friend "’ An African" terms himself and them, enjoyed an
entire and perfect impunity and immunity, however gross and
injurious their conduct and errors may have been~however
much Africa may hay0 been injured and impeded in its advance-
ment by their acts or omissions, The African Times has no doubt
troubled the serene atmosphere of that official Elysium. It has
brought the conduct of every official personage there, as in ERe-
land, and in ell other English dependencie%-nnder public super-
vision. The errors and abuses in conduct and administration on
the coast of Africa were so gro~, so disgraceful to the British
character and name, so unjust to Africans, and so baneful to
Africa, that we determined even to incur the risk of powerful
animosities rather than that such a slate of things should continue.
With the exception that we have endeavoured to u.~ all possible
Christian forbearance and gentleness in carrying out this resolve,
our attack has been continuous and uncompromising. "~re are
determined, by God’s help, so far as iu us lies, to root out every
particle of belief on the part of officials and other E0ropesns at
present in, or in future proceeding to, the British colonies, forts,
and settlements en the West Coast, that they can act and do
there according to their own sovereign will and pleasure, so long
as they keep things quiet with the Colonial-office. There can be
no legitimate reason why their acts and deeds should not be as
amenable to British public opinion as are those of a Secretary of
State or other public man in England. And while theAfrt~an Timu
continues to exist, so they shall be. We are convinced that among
the many aids to Africau progress, the full conviction of this in the
official mind of all grades in Africa will not be among the/cast
potent, because we shall unfailingly chronicle the good as well as
the bad. No one who p~oves himself to be sincerely striving for
the advancement and civilizatlo~ofAfrlca, and the spread of
Christianity there, will ever lack support from us. Africa has
for many ages suffered enormously at the hands of Europe. The
work of repentance and recompense has been now for some years
carried on, however feebly and inadequately, by England. But
it is time that it should be more energetically pursued ; and the
proper and consistent discharge o’f their duties by those who
represent Christian England there is absolutely essential to the
rapid progress of that work.

SIERRA LEONE INDUSTRIAL EXltIBITION.
SxznRx :Lxo~’~ is indeed deeply indebted to her present Governor.
/haler Blackall has given ample evidence, since his arrival at Free-
town to govern the colony, that he comprehends and adequately
estimates the importance of agricultural and general industrial
development there. We have had frequent occasions of alluding
to this, and we now record the pleasing intelligence that he has
found a hearty and active coadjutor in the Commodore on the sta-
tion, Commodore Arthur Eardley Wilmet, who made so succa~ful
a visit to Abomey last year. Governor Bleckall seeks to rouse
the public spirit of Sierra Leone for agricultural improvement.
With this view he has proposed an Industrial Exhibition at the
close of the pre~nt year. Commodore Wilmot has seconded him
in the work. The Commedore’s letter to Lord Alfred Churchill
will be found in another column. No one, we think, can peru~
h’is letter without feeling how great a necessity there is for such
a stimulus as an exhibition of that nature is calculated to give.
In Liberia Mmilar exhibitions have been found provocative ef
great improvements. The subject was immediately taken into
consideration by tha Council of the African-Aid Society, who re-
solved to open a subscription in aid of the undertaking. We beg
leave to refer "to the advertisement in our last page, and in so
doing to solicit earnestly the contributions of the friends of
African progress and civilization. We are quite convlneed that
if the new spirit of progress which Governor Blackall has suc-
cessfully evoked in the colony be encouraged by such an exhibition,
great good may ensue, Industrial progress at Sierra Leone will
have great influence everywhere on theWestCoast. Sierra Leone is
the great nucleus of education and intelligence iu Western Africa,
and if she once really casts off her industrial sloth, agricultural in-
dustr~ will be stimulated at all our colonic% forts, and settlements
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on that coast. We have not time or space to enter more fully on
the subject to-day ; but we beg leave to express tha hope that the
friends of Africa will h~steu to give, by their ,ub~cripffom, that
encouragement to the Governor and people of Sierra Leone which
the practical sympathy of pecuniary assislanca is so calculated to
afford. Every increase of tropical produce for export to Europe
is a benefit to Great Britain. Aud as the territories under our
influence en the West Coast of Africa are capable of rivalling and
surpassing our West India Colonies in their most palmy days,
whenever agricultural pursuits shall find general favou~ there, it
is manifestly the interest as well as the duty of Englishmen to
support such efforts as that which we have felt it incumbent on
us to bring thus prominently to their notice.

EAST AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE.
Tam admissions made by the Under Secretary of State, ia reply
to questions of Lord Alfred Churchill, relative to the slave.trade
on the East Coast of Africa, are painful and impo;tant. They
will be found under the head of Parliameutary Iutetllgeuce. A
great many Arab dhows have been seized, and yet the slave-
trade on the East Coast, and especially that portion of it between
the Zanzibar territories and the countries on the Bed Sea has
greatly increased. After the revelations mad0 by Mr. L.ayard,
as to the disastrous change in the means of suppressxon by
this country, consequeut upon the absortion of the naval forces
of the Fast India Company into those of Her Majesty, the great
increase of the Arabian portion of the slave-trade is not to ba
wondered at. The officers of the Indian Navy had local duties
to perform, and therefore obtained the local kuowledge neces-
sary for their performance. But all the officers of l=[er Majesty’s
Navy cannot be called upon to learn Arabic. Their duties may
call them to all parts of the habitable globe, and it caunot be
expected that they should be universal linguists. While admit-
ting, therefore, that there is some reason to hope that tha pro-
clamations recently made by the Sultan of Zanzibar, and the
powers conceded by him to the officers of Her :Majesty’s Navy,
may tend to a diminution of that execrable trade wbich is work-
ing such wide-spread desolation and ruin in Eastern
Africa, we feel that something more effective is im-
peratively demanded from this couutry. And we atato
emphatically, and without fear of contrad(etion, that more
efficient measures may be adopted ; adopted too with very trifling
expense er inconvenience. It is notorious to all those who have
any knowledge of the peculiarities of navigatiou iu the Eastern
seas, that the motions of the native craft are governed by
invariable rules. That supply of slaves which is required in
Arabia, Persia, &c., in censequenca Of the trade having been
abolished on the side of Egypt, is that to satisfy which the Arab
slave merchants go to the Eastern Coast of Africa. The winds
in the Eastern seas blow steadily for a giveu time in one direc-
tion, and then as steadily in a precisely opposite one. These
winds are termed Monsoons. With one Monsoon all the Arab
slave-trade craft make their way down the Coast of Africa to the
favourlte haunts of the eIavetrader. They make their arrange-
ments at Zanzibar, or on the Coast, and embark their danes just at
the well-known period when a change of wind is about to take
place. As they come down with one Monsoon, so they seek to
go up with another. The entrance to the Red Sea is so narrow,
that it could be watched with great facility. "We feel certain
that if to a few of the fastest gunboats in the Navy cruising off
the coasta of Zanzibar, were added two or three to watch
the entrance of the Red Sea at the time when the Arab vessels
must necessarily return, if they return at all, that trade, the
continuance of which is a reproach to such a Navy as that of
Great Britain, would soon be annihilated. Such extensive
captures would be made, that in the course of a year or two the
whole trade would be broken up. Iu the interests of humanity,
and for the credit of Great Britain and its Navy, we ca.ll upon
the Board of Admiralty to furnish the necessary sh~ps and
instructions for this duty. It canuot be wondered at thatforeigu
nations should deridingly question the sincerity of our professed
national desire and efforts to suppre.:-s the stave.trade, when the
above-indicated and other equally simple and effective means
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are not resorted to. Africa groans and bleeds under that accursed
slave-trade; end a Christian nation that has been roused to a
conviction of its unmitigable horrors, and of the Christian duty
of putting an end to them, is bound to employ every probable or
possible means for that purpose. If she does not, her convictions
deserve to be regarded as a sham; and the other effcrts she may
ecem to make, as an ignoble deception--a contemptible farce.

ASHANTEE WAR.
Tnn second campaign has now commenced. British troops have
ere this crossed the frontier of Ashantee. We now wish to
point out the difference between the last campaign and the
present. We stated last month that orders from England were
imperative against any advance into the Ashantee territory.
The enemy were to be repulsed if they attempted an invasion;
but an advance beyond the Pmh toward Ccomassie, the capital of
Ashen{ca, was not to be thought of. The subsequent mail, how.
ever, conveyed orders by which the Gold Coast authorities were
allowed entire freedom of action. They are now to condueL the
war in such a manner as they think will bring it most speedily
to a termination ; and hence the crossing of the troops (pcrticns
of the 2nd and 4th West India Regiments) into Ashantee.
Those who have read the African Times from its commence-

ment, know how long and hcw strenuously we have insisted on
the ab~luta necessity of a great military highway from the
Coast to the River Prah, with intersecting and other roads, so
as to bring all parts of the Protected Terrhorles within easy
access from the seat of Government end the shipping ports.
This "necessity" was so painfully felt during the campaign last
year, that the Governor of the Gold Coast and Colonel Conran,
who commands the troops in the field, have been unremitting in
their endcavours to supply it. We announced last monlh, "The
highway is opened from Cape Coast to Abeme~,. " and our cor-
respondence of this month infcrma us that other impartant road~,
to communicate with that road, are now making.
This is good news. We deplore the war; but we accept with

gratitude this instalment of benefits from it. The opening of
that highway has introduced us to a country which has excited
the admiration of the commander of the troops, and of all who
have passed over it from Mansco to the River Prah. The
country is evidently one of great fertility, and far more salubricus
than that hot, fetid coas~ where so many valuable Hves have
been lost, because the healthy lands of the interior were ignored,
and the most ordinary precautions were neglected. The more we
become acquainted with the interior of these territories the ih~ore
entirely will the truth of our oft-repeated assertions be confirmed,
tbot elements there]exist which would make tho~ territories,
were they indeed an English Colony, cne of the riehest co]cnisl I
possessions of the British Crown. IThe certainty of this only makes us the more anxious at this
moment as to the issue cf those military operations which had
commenced when the Iast mail left for England. The Ashantees
have a good reputation as fighting men--a far higher reputation
in this respect than almost any other West African people so
near the CoasL :Nothing has been heard from Coomassie for some
months. The Ashantee preparations for this campaign, whatever
they may be, are enveloped in a mystery the most profound.
But it is well known that the Ashantees can bring forty or fifty
thousand, or more, good troops into the field. The operations cf
~heir army last year showed considerable military tact. Aa no
overtures for peace have been made from Coomas~ie, and as all our
doings are thoroughly well known there, the Ashantee forces are
no doubt ready for action near the capital. Under these circum-
stances, we advance 600 men (~ee correspondence) some twelve
miles beyond the river frontier. True, those men are to be
augmented, and the force is to be raised to 1,200 men--/.¢., if
the Ashantees will only wait until this takesp]gce. Meanwhile,
in con~quence of the total inability on the part of the British
authorities to prov/sipn them, the native contingents, which may
be 30,000 strong, are not called out to support the 600, for fear
their small stock of providons that they carry with them should
become exhausted, and the.~ troops should therefore be forced to

disband at a critical moment, which might thus be made a fatal
one. New on those 600 men under Colonel Conrau everything
depends. Should anything happen to this force, the results would
be fearful. The Ashantees would overrun the territories, burning,
destroying, enslaving, and exporting slaves by way of Quittah,
which we so obligingly leave an cpen route for the Dahoman
davedealers. We confess that we are not without considerable
anxiety. We know the~ 600 men are brave men, and well com-
manded. But suppcse them surrounded by large numbera of
thcse "fighting devils," as the kshantces are celled; that at the
same tim e ancthor sumcient Ashantee force is detached to operate
in their rear; an] that the native contingents, unprepared for
protracted operations, are compelled to retreat or disband ? Son e
of our correspondenta seem to fear that the authorities at the
Gold Coast rather undervalue the Ashantees, and that therefars
they are imprudently engaging themselves in the enemy’s country.
But as they have advanced these disciplined West Indian troops,
we hope Her Majesty’~ Government will have recognised the
necessity of hastening Up those reinforcements that were counted
upon at Cape Coast, Any miscarriage in this Ashantee war would
lead to most serioua consequences, not only as regards the pre-
sent, but the future also. Civilization and progress ia the Pro-
teated Territories and Ashantee are in the balance. A heavy
disaster in this campaign, and they would kick the beam. We
have great confidence in Colonel Conran and in Gcvern0r Pine;
but we repeat, such heavy interests being at stake, we shall wait
the news by next marl with very deep anxiety.

RESOURCES OF THE NIGER AS REGARDS LEGITIMATE
TRADE, AND HOW IT SHOULD BE CARRIED ON.

(.Eztrad from a I~r from Commocl~re Brilmot, 2ZM.8. 2attic.
sueZ-o, to the Commander-in-UMef of the Cape ~[alion, dated
9th December. 1863.)
Lieutenant Gambler ascended in the steamer as far as :Egga,

about 360 miles from the entrance of the river. From thence he
advanced a further distance of five miles in his boats, and entered
a small river, up which he went fifty miles to a village called
Wunagi, seven miles from Bade, the capital of King Massaba.
Dr. Baikie accompanied him.
At Wunagi they were met by King ~assaha’s messengers,

who informed them that horses would be sent down for their
conveyance to his town.
The name of the river is not given in any chart, neither has it

been surveyed. It will be well to call it by some name connected
with this year’s expedition. It is about 300 yards across i’a the
broadest part, and from thirty to forty in its narrowest part.
Depth unknown ; but Lieutenant Gambler thinks it to average
quite two fathoms.
The banks are thick with mangrove, and a few trees ; but the

country is well cultivated, yielding Indian corn and yam. Thbre
is also the "butter.tree," which is about ten feet high, and
produces "shea butter," which is used by thn naf;w~ for food
and for greasing their bodies. There is ple’ntyofc.otton: red and
white, and large quantities might be grown. At every village
cotton was brought down for sale.
The country seems well populated with much of the same

description of people as in other parts of Africa. All were very
friendly, and anxious for trade.
The soil appears to be most fertile ; cotton, Indian and Guinea

corn, cassava, date-palm, yams, &c., growing in great abundance.
The yams are superior to those of most places on the coast ; and
the climate, from all accounts, is very healthy, a fresh breeze
blowing up from the se~.
There are partridges and guinea-fowl, also elephants and

buffaloes, in the neighbourhood.
Dr. Baikie came on board at Lukoja, his own place, about 220

miles up, and was greatly rejciced to see the Investigator, as his
supplies were exhausted, and he had given up all hopes of being
relieved this year.
The misdonaries were all landed at thee places where they

had misdcn% embarking again when the Investigator returned ....
From the entrance of the Niger to Eggs, a distance of 360
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miles, the average depth in the rainy season is between 4 and 5
fathoms, excepting is one part of the ship.channel, which has
ouly 10 feet. This, of course, makes it impassible for vessels
drawing more water to proceed further than this shallcw part,
which is about 200 miles up.
There is another passage on the other side cf the island, near

which this 1O-feet channel is, which has not yet been surveyed ;
and Lieutenant Gambler thinks it highly probable that a deep
channel may be found there.
M’y ophffon, formed t~on the information Ih~r~ been able to obtain,

is, that it would well repay one company to take the tra~ of the
2Viler into its own han~, eneourafed and aetfsted by a yearly sub.
tidy from the Government, until tho tra~to is regularly and laerma.
nently e~tabti~d, and eerlafi~ profit~ arise.¯

After this it would be, of course, for Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to rescind the charter and do away with the mcncpoly, as
they think proper.
It appears that this single 10-feet channel mentioned above is

the only obstacle, excepting the river-bar, to vessels of large
draught of water navigating the river, after passing the bar, and
taking in their cargoes ~00 miles up.
This is a very serious obstacle, but can be overcome bysteamers

of light draught towing up large cargo boats, or hulks cf a con-
siderable size. The bar is another drawback to vessels drawing
much water. There is only twelve feet cn it in the rainy season.
A company must therefore be prepared to enter upaa their

work with two powerful paddle-wheel steamers, drawing when
loaded nine feet of water, which is only one foot less than the depth
of the channel in its shallowest part, with a good supply of cargo-
boats or oth~r conveyances, as {hey may deem expedient for
river-work.
The ship to receive the cargo must be at anchor outside the

bar. These steamers should be armed with one heavy and one
light gun, also a proporticn of smaU-arms, rockets, &c., in case
of necessity. They should be very, fast, well ventilated, and
carry at l~_ast 1O0 tons of cos]. k depot of coal must be in the river
at the best-selected place, and wood can be obtained very cheap.
i should say that steamers with two rudders wcald be the best,
which will prevent the necessity of turning.
At first some little diflleulty will doubtless arise, wMeh must

be expected; but the enterprise of British merchants, backed up
by the energy and skill of British seamen, will conquer every
obstaele~ and establish a trade in the Niger that will fully sahsfy,
in a few years, every cue that is really interested in the happiness
and prosperity of this part of Africa.

’~0 TIIE ]~DITOR OP TIIE A~RICAN TIMES,

Sir,--I have amused myself for some time past with watching
the waspish stings cf the correspondents of the African 1~’raz.~
at the Consul of Fernando Pc, and it has also been remarked,
that when such are inserted, the paper which is published on the
23rd--evidently to go out by the monthly steamer of the 24th-
is never sent to his subscribing friends in England till the 25th.
In the number of February 23rd, "Tom Coffee" warns the
British public against.wanderings by "F.R.G,S." If it were
possible fcr "Tom Coffee" to have the honour of being put in
the balance with that author, I wonder Whose statements would
be preferred by the British public. Not "Tom Coffee’s," I verily
believe. Only yesterday a good authority on African affairs told
me that Captain Burton and "F.R.G.S." are the only two
authors whc ever spoke the trulh about Africa, and that the
British publio were very much obliged to them for it.
,, ,’ " " in orderTom Coffee mfcrms us that th~s book was written

to acquire notoriety, to obtain snug colonial appointments, or to
be admitted as a F.R.G.S. I can inform him, on my own personal

graphical 8ociety for upwards of fifteen years, and one of its
brightest ornaments; and as to any appointments on the West
Coast of Afriea~ff that be the El :Dorado of "Tom Coffee"- end

# The italic~ are oum--E~. A. ~.

THE AFRICAN TIMES. 11I
his. friend "Eyewitnesss "~" F.R.G.S.’s" ambitious aspirations
win not, I think, prove their obstacle.
Ncw "Eyewitness" has reported some outrages in the

Cameroons River, and winds up in italics: "Are these things to
continue? Are we always to have a Consul who, while these
things are being done almost before his eyes, wilt not take the
trouble to visit the river even for investigation’:" Fortunately,
Sir, the authorities at head-quarters know how zealously and
how well that Consul is working, and where he is, and what
about, when not dcicg "Eyewitness’s" pleasure! If "Eye-
witness" has got a name, why does he not sign it like a m,~n ?
I venture, he would not walk up to the Consul in question and
look askance of him as to his movement ; and when a man skulks
behind a eo,~bri~uet, his ward may be doubted.
There is a Spanish proverb which says, "No one ever pelts

a tree unle~ there is fruit on it." That fruit is, that the Consul
in question has got the whole of his jurisdiction into good
working order, and is feared and res acted down the wholeP
Coast as an honest man, a gentleman, and a despiser of cant and
humbug. "Those who want to choose a consul from among
themselves, that they may do what they like, will not get rid of
him by little scurrilous remarks in even so important a paper aa
the African 7t’me~.
The Consul’s chief, his friends and admirers, are legion in the

scale against his half-dozen cowardly anonymous backbiters.~
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, DENSDZnlr.
London, March 19, 1864.
" We have glren a very strong proof of our impartlal’ty, by in,fling the

above. We never undertake to deliver the ,#fr~can Ti~.~s to p~ irate sub.
seri~rs in England in sufficient time to enable them to read it. and then
send it abroad. It is published for the mall of the 23rd, and is posted for
all parts of West Africa on that day. More than that ~e do not profess to
do. The charge ¢f the paper belug intentionally withheld from friends of
Captain B~rton is too rldieulou~ for serlou~ notice. Fully rckno~ledglsg
Captain Button’s merits and importance, we are compelled to say that our
estimate does not reach the altitude above indicate& As regards the Gold
Coast, " Tom Coffee" h~ a better auth~rlty th~n " F.R.G.S.," hob-ever
brilllant the glory he may shed on the Rvyal Geographical Society, and
"Eyewitness’" w~)n~d never shrink from a statement he had made, if we
found it necessary, which in thL~ case it is not, to calI upon him to j~stify it.
Until then hi~ incognito h as sacred with us as that of "Den~it." In
conclaslon, we may say briefly, on~ for all, that we never make any in.oertion
in the Afr£’a~ 2~’mem unadvL~dly ; that as r~arda the Cvnsu’t iu qu~stiov, we
esteem him to be a man wbc~e unque~tlonably Mgh merits are no~ such sl
p~tleuhrly fit hlm for the patient duties of a Consulate; and thai tier
Majesty’s Government would do more j~tstlce both to him sud to the public,
by glvi~g Mm a far more l~cratlve employment in the trope:tent field of ex-
ploration, for which he has evinced an extra~rdin:try aptitude. Wc ~n
never again notico any communleatious of a similar nature with the above.~
E~..d. 2’.

T-z L~k~E COXSUL H~,xsox.--The widow of Consul IIansou
ha~ been granted 100/., "as of Her Majesty’s EoDfl b~unty,"
by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, on the recommen-
dation of Viscount Palmerston. Mr. Hanson perished in 1862,
in attempting to save the Royal African Mail steamship Cleopatra,
stranded et the mouth of the Sherboro River, West Africa.
FRzxcrr Co~l~zac~ --Po~Iro ~ovo _~.XD WHYDX~.--’I’h0 Direc-

tor.General of Customs has ad~Ire:-sed a circular to the agents
under his orders, dated the let instant, instrueting them that a
French factory has been established at Whydah, on the Western
Coast of Africa, which has lately become the seat of a new
Imperial Consular agency. Porto None, another position on the
same coast, has been lately placc under French nrotcction. The
Minister of Finance has decided, after consuttin~ with his col-
leagues of the Departmeuts of the Marine and of Commerce, and
at thesuggesdon of thsDireetor-Gcneral of Custom% that palm
aud cocoa oil, imported under the French flag from Whydah and
Porto None, shall enjoy the benefit of the ordinance of the
16th of May, 1863, regulating the duties payable on produce
arriving from the French establishments on the Western Coast of
Africa,

,!
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SIERRA LEONE INDUSTRIAL E, XHIBITION.
(COTS of a Z,.ller from Commodore lVilmot to lord Alfred

Ct, urchill, Jf.P., Chairman of th, Aft&an-did Society.)
H.m.S. Rattlesnake, Sierra Leone, February 19, 1864.

Z[y Lord,--It has been decided by a committee of gentlemen
at this colony, presided over by the Governor, that an exhibition
of native art, manufacture, agriculture, live stock, and African
produce of every kind, shall take place at Sierra Leone at the clo~
of the present year.
The time has arrived when the minds of the natives of this

country must be raised by some means from their present state
of apathy and indifference to a true sense of their own ignorance
in all matters concerning the real and permanent prosperity of
their countrr.
It is lamentable to witness the little value they set upon the

cultivation of the soil, and the development of its resources.
Everything will grow here. Coffee is quite wild in the bush,
but not thought of. The sugar-cane, .~rrow-root, ginger, the
.ground-nut, and every kind of fruit and vegetable, would flourish
m abnndanee, if the natives will till the ground and give it even
common attention, but they will not, preferring to idle their
time away in useless absurdities.
There is positively little difference in what grew in the time of

their forefathers and what grows now.
The truth must be told, and I am quite sure your Lordship

will agree in the necessity of this exhibition, as being the pro-
bable means of opening their eyes to their ignorance and pride.
One thousand pounds is required to set the exhibition afloat,

and of this about 4001. is already subscribed ; but the committee
are apprehensive of failure unless they can make certain of con-
tributions from England.

The smallest donation will be thankfully received, and I appeal
to your lordship with every confidence for assistance in this ~reat
work of real charity in favour of the African race.--I hav~ the
honour to be your Lordship’s very faithful servant,

A. P. Ex~v~ Wzv~or,
Commodore and Senior Officer, West Coast of Africa.

The l~ight Hen. Lord Alfred S. Churchill, M.P.

SERIOUS CHARGES AGAINST A CAPTAIN OF ONE
OF TILE ROYAL AFRICAN MAIL STEAMERS.

The Royal African Mail Steamship Armenian arrived in Liver-
pool from the West Coast of Africa in January, in charge of
Captain ~Iilbourne, who was returning to England after dis-
charginga mission entrusted to him by the Company of African
Merchants. Captain Wylde, who had previously command of
the Armenii~n, was induced to give up the charge of the vessel to
Captain Milbourne, when the Armenian arrived at Sierra Leon e.
Captain Wylde has since appeared before the Local Marine Board,
at Liverpool, to answer certain charges of drunkenness and in-
capacily preferred against him. The case was only partially
investloated, but from the evidence then given it appears that
,a’hile on the return voyage from the West African Coast, and
between Cape :Palmas and Sierra Leone, Captain Wylde was
delirious from the effects of drink, and tried to get into the ladies’
cabin in a complete state of nudity, but was preveuted by the
steward. It ~as stated that on one oceadon the captain changed
the course of the ship so as to run her on Ehors, but that the
wheel was taken from him; and that on another occasion he
threatened to run the vessel on shore and drown everybody on
board. It was admitted, however, in cro~-examinatien, that
Captain Wylde was euffering very severely from an injury to
one of his lungs, and that he vomited blood during the voyage,
and that his delirium arose in some measure from’his illness.
The principal witnesses examined were Lieutenant Croke, R.N.,
and Captain Whyte, merchant captain. The Board finally decided
that the charge of drunkenness was not fully proved ; but that
as Captain Wylde was suffering u~nder ddfrfum trench6 his certifi-
cate must be suspended until sufficient proof could be given that
he was cured of that malady, which rendered him, while subject
to it, quite unfit for command.

ABYSSINIA.
We have just received intelligence of a very painful nature

from Abyssinia. The Roy. Mr. Stern, a missionary sent out by
the Upper Egypt and Abyssinia Missionary Society, has been
imprisoned and condemned to death by King Theodore. We
will give particulars in our next.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
HOUSE OF COMhIONS, FEBaVARV 26, 186L

SLAVE-$R~Dn.
Mr. Cxw said he felt that, however various opinions might be

on the eabject of involuntary servitude, there could be but one
upon the slave-trade. (Hear, hear.) No English voice would 
raised in its defenee, and no Englishman would now deem i~ any-
thing but a most detestable crime, whether they contemplated the
mxsery inflicted upon the unhappy captives tern suddenly from
their peaceful homes with every circumstance of atrocity, or upon
their families, if any were left, who had escaped the torch and
weapons of the manstealer ; or, taking a wider view, they reflected
that the testimony of all travellers, from Bruce and ]t[ungo Park
to his distinguished friend Captain Spoke, united in condemning
the slave-trade as the greatest bar to the civilization and improve-
ment cf the tri~es even far in the interior of the great African
continent. But to come home to ourselves, there surely must be
many who saw with apprehension how dependent we were upon
this broken reed, and how sorely wo might some day suffer from
so unsatisfactory a position. He would explain his meaning in a
few words. Thirty years ago, the people of England, awakened
to the evils of slavery, emancipated the negroes in their colonies
at the cost of an enormous sum of money and of a social revolution
from which few of those colonies had yet recovered. That was
in the eyes of the world a remarkable sacrifice of expediency to
principle. Some years later the inerea.:e of manufacturing in-
dustry in the midland counties gave an immense impetus to the
growth of cotton. The internal dave-trade peopled the cotton
fields of the south, and the slave States of America obtained the
monopoly of supply. We were now lamenting the consequences.
A few years later we opened our ports to slavegrewn sugar. The
African slave-trade revived with all its atrocities, and the produc-
tion of free labour languished throughout the world. We now
depended upon slavery not only f0r two-fifths of cur supply, but
for nearly half the vast revenue derived from sugar. (Hear,
hear.) Should an insurrection break out in Cuba--and four
years ago such an event would have seemed far more probable
than the d/srnption of the United States--we might have cause
to regret a change of policy which in the eyes of many in this
country, and still more out of it, seemed a remarkable sacrifice of
principle to expediency. He had felt the anomaly and danger of
depending for so large a portion of our revenue upon a source
which we condemned and were doing our best to destroy. The
House knew how we had striven year after year, at considerable
expense, and the sacrifice of many valuable lives, to put down
this abominable traffic, and how we had been baffled by other
nations allowing their flags to shelter it. It had been hoped that
by aid of the treaty with the United Statesmade in 1862, a few
fast steamers off the coasts of Cuba would have entirely put au
end to the slave-trade. :But no cruisers had been placed there.
The papers laid before Parliament were only brought down to
the cud of 1862. We saw there that the trade to Cuba was then
as brisk as ever. That. although less than 12,000 slaves had
been reported as landed during the year, yet that so many new
estates had been established inremote districts, that vast numbers
of slaves had been smuggled on to the quays or small rocky islets
with which the coast of Cuba was fringed, whence they were
"removed o few at a time in country boats, so that it was impos-
sible to say how many had been imported ; but that slaves were
so valuable, that on one occasion the owners could afford to pay
no less than 12,000L as hush money to Spanish officials for a
cargo of 490. (Hear, hear.) These papers mentioned that the
vigilance of Spanish cruisers had diminished in consequence of the
sailors having been kept out of their prize money by the autho-
rities. We learnt from them that the horrors of the middle pus-
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sage had not diminished, when we read that there was a slaver
captured by Her Majesty’s ship Antelope, measuring from eighty-
five to ninety tons, having 558 slaves on board, besides her crew,
or seven persons to a ton, with a slave deck only thirty inches
high, and insufficient food and water for the voyage of fifty days
to Cuba. This was in 1862. What had been done since? He
feared nothing had been done. A recent memorial from Jamaica
complained that the trade was being carried on in full vigour. A
navM officer of the station wrote last month from Pert Royal in
the following terms: "The past year has been one in which much
might have been done to suppress the slave-trade, as our treaty
with the United States regarding the right of search¯ was ratified
early in 1863. Notwithstanding the principal objection was
removed by that treaty, no advantage has yet been taken of it,
nnd the cruisers have been so few in number, and tied down by
such rules, that the blockade of the coast of Cuba has not even
been one which could be put on paper." Meanwhile, the price
of sugar was rising, which would enable the Cuban planter to
give a higher price for slaves, and the demand would assuredly
be met by increa~d supply. It was stated, indeed, that the new
Captain-General of Cuba was determined to stop the trade, and
had already given proof of his sincerity. If this were really so,
the thing would be done, as Spain, doubtless, had the power in
her own hands; but we had such hopes before with new captain-
generals, and they all ended in disappointment. It wasnow well
nigh fifty years since nearly half-a-million was paid to Spain in
consideration for treaties which had been systematically evaded,
for undertakings which had never been performed. We all kuew
too well the expenditure of English money and the waste of
valuable English lives which had during that long interval been
caused by this breach of faith, end he (Mr. Cave) thought the
time was now come when the people of this country had a right
to know whether there was any better hope for ice future or not.
Lord PA~zaszox could venture to say that no men in the

country had felt more warmly, and, within the limits of their
spheres of action, had exerted, themselves more for the suppres-
sion of the slave-trade, than his nobla friend at the head of the
~oreign.offiee and himself. (Hear, hear.) The difficulties in the~
way had been great. But we ought to make some allowance for
the reluctance of other governments, and great progress had really
been made. Brazil imported ’/0,000 slaves a-year, which implied
the death or misery of 200,000 persons. This had been got rid
of. Spain imported above 20,000 a-year.. We had now reason
to think that in 1863 not more than 7,000 were landed. The
United States treaty alluded to had proved to be very valuable,
but it was deeply to be regretted that France, formerly one of
our warmest supporters in our efforts against the slave.trade, had
not consented to enter into a similar one. France, hd~vever, did
employ cruisers on the coast of Africa, and ha had reason to hope
that the action of :France would be directed energetically and sin-
cerely to put an end to the slave-trade. The House was aware
that the Yrench Government had put an end to the pretended free
labour immigration. As ¼o Cuba, the Governor and Commander-
in-Chief now there had acted most honourably hitherto, and had
exercised his power in every case effectually for the suppression
of the dave-trade. But the power of the Governor was not com-
plete, as there were certain laws of Spain which cramped his action,
and at his suggestion they had forwarded a recommendation to the
Government at Madrid to repeal those lawn. This representation
had not)et been successful, but he hoped shortly that the Spanish
Crown would remove the obstacles which stood in the way of the
accomplishment of the purposes for which the treaties for the
suppression of the slave-trade were concluded. There was no
doubt of the importance of cruisers on the coast of Cuba; but
the most important capture was the slave ship equipped and pre-
pared on the coast without any slaves on board. The next valu-
able capture was a ship with negroes on board, Bu~ vff th~ coast
of Africa, before the horrors of the middle passage had been en-
dured. The third was, the slaver with slaves on board off the
coast of Cuba. But the Spanish Government had refu~:l their
application to allow their cruisers to anchor on the cbast of Cuba
within their territorial limits. Still,he believed that the next POPOra
issued would show agreat reduction in the dave-trade to Cuba.

TIMES. 113
]lOUSE OF COMMONS, 3[0NDAY, 3fAr.on 14.

s~vr.-za~nz o.~" ~uz z~sr co~sr oz urine,.
Lord A. CnvaCmLn asked the Under-Secretary of Stat~ for

Foreign Affairs whether Her Majesty s Government had any
recent information as to the slave-trade on the East Coast of Africa,
and especially in the neighbourhood of Zanzibar; and whether
any and what measures had been adopted to prevent the carrying
on of that trade by the Portuguese and Northera Arabs.
Mr. Lxv~R~ said that the information received by the Govern-

ment with respect to the slave-trade on the eastern coast of Africa
was, he regretted to state, of a very unsatisfactory nature. While
cn the western coast the slave-trade had greatly diminished, on the
eastern it was very much on the increase. Her Majesty’s
cruisers had done all"in their power during the last two or three
years, and had captured about 100 vessels with slaves on board ;
but the circumstances in which they were placed were very diffi-
cult. There were several reasons why tbey were not able to
ca~y ca the sam s action on the ~ast as on the West Coast. The
ermsers were not sufficiently numerous, and since the abolition
of the Indian navy there was not the ~me class of officers
acquainted ~vith the coast who were formerly able to put a stop
to the slave traffic. According to information which he had
received, between 20,000 and 30,000 slaves were c~rried off that
coast. This was partly the result of the effidaeious measures
taken by the Turkish Government, which had put an end to the
slave-trada on the Egyptian coast, so that the slave vessels had
recourse to the eastern coast of Africa. Another eaus~ of the
increase of the traffic was the inability of Her Majesty’s ships to
interfere with the coasting vessels belonging to the Imaum of
Muscat, Under the treaty the coasting trade was sacred, and
could not be interfered with by Her Majesty’s cruisers, and the
consequence was that a very large slave-trade was carried on.
The Sovereign of Zanzibar had, however~ authorised Her Ma-
jesty’s cruisers to stop vessels at certain times of the year along
the coast of Africa, and that permission would enable the cruisers
to stop a large amouut of slave-trade. Other causes of the in-
crease of that trade had" been’tha facilities afforded to Arab vessels
for flying the Eraueh flag, and the encouragement of the trade, if
not a participation in it, on the part of a large number of subor-
dinate Portuguese authorities; though the Portuguese Governor
was, no doubt, doing his utmost to put a stop to the truffle. A
number of representations had been made on this subject to the
Portuguese Government, and Her Majesty’s Government had re-
received a~urances over and over again that the traffic should be
stopped, but hitherto thishad not been done. He had read with
feelings of horror the accounts sent by Dr. Livingstone and others
of the cruelties resulting from the prevalence of the dave.trade.
Her Majesty’s Government would not lose sight of the subject,
and everything that could be done to put a stop to that detestable
trade would be attempted. (Hear.)

IMPORTS OF COTTON INTO GREAT BRITAIN IN
1862 AND 1863.

Total from all quarters :~
1862 ..........
1863 ..........

The following were from Africa :-

British Pos~-~ious on the Gambia ̄
,, on the Gold Coast

Sierra Leone ..........
West Coast--places not degguated .

4,678,180 cwts.
5,978,422,,
1862 1863
ewes. twig.
1 ., 131

108 ,. 95
.. 24

3,380 .. 659
Natal ............ 18 ., 237~

Cape of Good Hope ....... - . 6,628]" .. 33,845|
-- Cot~n SuTTly ReTorter.

Mr. Arthur Chinnery had been at Accra from Lsgos, it was
thought with the intention of making some trading arrangements
there for the London and African Trading Company.

¯ Some of thin East Iudlau, transhippe~.
t Principally East Indlav, transhipped.
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ZAMBESILAND.

We are indebted to the courtesy of the able Editor of the
~atal 2ferrury for the tel lowing interesting and important account
of Zambesiland :-
Ten years ogo, the existence of such a fiver as the Zambesi was

a fact scarcely noticed. Its entrance into the ocean, about the
22nd parallel of south latitude, was stated on the map, but its
devious course~almost aero~s an entire coutinent~was only
represented by a dotted line. Obscure as was then its outline,
this river, which is the Amazon of Central Africa, had a greater
destiny than seemed then to await it. Its name was to be the
Shibboleth of a new and widespread mission movement on the
part of the oldest Anglican Church, and its shores were to afford
food for speculation and research to e vast host of philosophers
and explorers.
Very little is really known of the progress and vicissitudes of

the Zambesi mission party. Although so contiguous to the scene
of operations, we, and indeed the home public as well, have only
gathered what information we may pes~ upon the subject
from the stray letters that have appeared at long intervals from
different members of the party. Nothing like a connected account
of the trials and troubles of the gallant band that has been for
nearly three years immured in the gloom that surrounds Zam-
besiland, has hera made public, nor indeed has there bean any
one in a position to supply such a historic and authentic record.
The recent arrival of the Rev. L. 5. Praetor has been the means
of acquainting us more fully with the movements of the mission,
and through the kindness of that gentleman we are enabled to
describe some of the more leading incidents in the experience
of himself and his brave coadjutors.

d Za.mbesiland is not the paradise which Dr. Livingdone’s|zlowin~eserlption represents it to be. The first glimpse which th~
stranger gets of it is unfavourable. There is no high land to
relieve the depressing aspect presented by the Konguni, where it
enters the sea, amidst low banks of bleak mangroves, without
any higher background to vary the scene:l There is nothing
inviting about the place, and the entire de.ta, extending inland
for eighty ors hundred miles, has the same low, flat, marshy
character. We need scarcely say that the Zambesi has many
mouths, the Konguni being that most used. Throughout this
low coast country, fever is endemic. Vegetation is tolerably
abundant, comprising four different varieties of palm, the ordinary
palmetto and the dwarf palm being the most common. This re.
gmn is thickly populated by natives, halgbreds, and Portuguese.

predominant." This, of course, was never regarded as the spot
for mission operations. The object of the movement was to con-
vert the heathen, not to proselyfise, and little time was lost in
moving up to near the confluence of the Shire, where the nature
of the country begins to change, where the Portuguese element
is less powerful, and where the |m/ires remain still pure and
simple pagans.
The Shire ha.s, undoubtedly, au important part to play in the

progress of civilization in Central Africa. It enters the Zsmbesi at
a point about 160 miles from the sea, and runs down to thatpoint
in a south-easterly c]irection from the little-known Lake ~yassa,
which lies about 200 miles further north. The two rivers thus
form a triangle, the base of which faces the north weal and the
apex being, of course,/be junction of the main stream with its
noble tributary. The country thus enclosed has been that to
which the lets B~ho and h.. " .... "~ p, is assistants principally devoted their
arrant,on. It is intersected by the valley of the Shire. That
river is easily navigable by the Pioneer as far as the Murchison
cataracts, and Dr. Livingstone purposed to take his vessel to
pieces, and place her ca the upper part of the river, intervening
between there and the Lake Nyas=.a, which is not a hundred
miles further north. The Shire country is very much healthier
than the lower land, and this is but a naturi~ consequence of its
physical conformation. Here, as in the more southerly portions
of Aflica, the land rises on plateaux which attain a height of
from five to seven thousand feet. About 300 miJ~ from the

,mmmm

coast, the great Manganje range of mountains is met with, run-
ning as nearly as may be from W.N.W., and forming the water-
shed between the gambesi and the Shire. This chain of moun-
tains r/ass to a magnificent altitude, something like eleven or
twelve thousand feet above the sea level, and they spring sheer
from the elevated plateau that forms their base, in one mighty
precipice, which has a north-easterly aspect. Tha scenery in
this region is described as being exceedingly grand. Oeolegi-
eally this region appear8 to resemble Natal in many respects.
Granitic and igneous rooks largely prevail. The mountains
themselves appear to be primary, and the soft is meagre, and not
over fertile. It is much to be lamented that the extensive
geological investigations made by the late Mr. Thornton--a
young man very much beloved, and of great promise--are lost to
science, through the sudden death of that gentleman, whose
rough jotted notes are, alas [ illegible.
The climate of the Shire is an intensified exaggeration of the

Natalian climate. Droughts are common in the winter, and have
been for nearly ten years past, often lasting for five or six
months together. It is this circumstance which accounts for the
frequent famines that decimate the country, and from one of
which it is now suffering in an unprecedented degree. The
weather appears to move in cycles, very much as it does
here. In the summer the rains when they fall are generally
very heavy and severe, flooding the rivers and making communi-
eatiou di~ieult. The heat is exoe~ive. On many days it is
impos.sible to do anything but lie prostrate, with as little
covering on as decency will allow. At these times the glass
ranges from 90 degs. to 105 degs. At night the atmosphere
becomes much cooler, and it is this sudden change of temperature,
combined with the malaria rising from the reedy river-beds and
marshes, which is, most probably, at the foundation of the
various diseases that carry off so many victims. Fever is one of
the hygienic conditions of the country to European constitutions.
A stranger going there for any length of time is safe to be fever-
strieken sooner or later. Although the gendemen who have
survived their companions in the mission have retained life, they
have not come off soatheless. Some of them have suffered
twenty different a/tacks of this virulent disease. Tha symptoms
are very much the same--though in a much worse and more
violent form~as those that charactefised the mild epi-
demic prevalent here during the late autumn, the onIy
difference being that tear the gambesi the feverish indications
are generally preceded by, and presumed to spring from, pro-
longed attacks of dysentery. In other respects the febrile
symptoms are pains in the back and bones, stuffiness in the head,
shivering and prostration. Dr. Livingstone’s specific has proved
the most efllcac/ous cure, the basis of the remedy being, as our
readers may remember, that finest of tonics--quinine. The
great object to be first attained in treatiug this disorder is to
assail the stomach. When that organ is subdued, the disease
soon succumbs. Carefulness as to diet, and freedom from ex-
posure, combined with the ordinary precautions, will go a long
way to prevent or to counteract this otherwi~ fatal foe. It is
believed that in many cases, had pml~er food and stimu|anfa
a ............ beent command, the hves of some of the victims might have been
saved.
Life, both human and animal, in Zambefil~ndo is not so fecund

as in other tropical countries. We have already said that the
delta is monopolised by the Portuguese and their dependents,
who are openly and extensively engaged in the slave.trade. The
tribe which occupied the Shire country was the Manganja~
powerful as to number~, but in all moral qualities dngularlycon.
temptible. This people, in their medea of life, are aheadof oar
Zutus. Their huts, though circular, have upright walls plastered
with mud, and roofs very neatly lined with reeds. In the centre
of the floor is the fireplace, and above that, shaped like a V, is the
family garner, where the mealie crop is stowed. The Manganja
live in villages; but as no cattle exist in the country, kraals am
not needed, and poultry am the only live stock, except dogs,
about an establishment. A more" cowardly race than this tribe

] does not appear to exist. Their abject fear of a white man is
such that, when one approaches a village, all the men take to
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selves in the hush. If a European frowns at one, they evince danger, and toil. Instead of being able to start at once u~ou tha
great terror ; but should he shout angrily to them, they crouch I prosecution of their high calling, they found every momentof
at his feet in the most childlike fen/’. The women are rather their lives taken up by a bare struggle for existence. What with
braver, and don’t taketo flight ~o rapidly. They gather round
a hut, under its eaves, when a white strangest visits them, and
wait to see whether his intentions are pacific or hostile. Their
principal food is maize, which grows well, and to a great size.
Pumpkins, squashes, and a few other vegetables, are also vro-
duced. This tribe appear to be on the Zambed what the A~na-

~oenges" are near Delagoa Bay~the persecuted of everybody.yond them, aud nearer the Nyassa, is the largo tribe of Ajawas
~men of another stamp, given to warfare, and powerful in more
senses than that of numbers. :For some time it has. been cus-
tomary with the Ajawas to wage chronic war with the mild
Manganjas, and to carry off hosts of the latter as slaves. Year
by year this decimating process has been going on, until the
wasting effects of war and famine have so reduced the Manganja,
that extinction almost seems to threaten them. The kjawas, it
seems, are in their turn driven forward by other warlike tribes
beyond them, so that the tide of aboriginal humanity still con-
tinues to press on southward. In the Manganjas the cause of
civilization would lose a useful ally. They have always shown
a friendly and servile disposition, and no danger need ever have
been apprehended from them. With the Ajawas, different rela-
tions subsist, but of this we shall speak hereafter. Of the tribes
south of the Zambesi nothing is known. That region remains
terra inr~yaita.
In brute life there is some variety. Elephants are not common

near the coast, but hippopotami abound, and it is no unusual
thing to see a herd of fifty or sixty wallowing in the fiver.
~erds of ten or twenty are quite numerous. They are harmless
unless encountered singly, when at certaiu seasons, thesa huge
brutes are apt to be ferocious. A provoking misfortune once
occurred through the agency of a sea cow. After an interval of
some months had elapsed without the receipt of home letters, a
canoe was at last coming up the river with the long-looked-for
mail in her, but unhappily behemoth took it into his head to
Upset the boat, and to drown, irrecoverably, the anticipated
letters. Imagine the provoked disappointment this created.
Other large game, such as elephants, rhinooeros, or lions, do not
appear to come under the notice of tha mission. Panthers are
numerous, and the "buck" tribe very plentiful, but snakes are
not particularly troublesome.
Such were the more prominent features of the country which

hecame the sphere of the mission experiences, and which was
soon to be the burial place of so many brave and enlightened men.
When Bishop Mackenzie arrived there, iu 1861, one object alone
animated both him and the rest of the party with him. That
object was the evangelization of the heathen tribes. At the outset
the Bishop displayed that singularly tender aud forbearing temper
towards the surrounding barbarians for which he was distinguished
here. He obtained, with one exception, from all his coadjutors
e premiss that under no circumstance would they lift au arm
against a native. One of the party objected to this, on the pfiu-
ciple that self-preservation was, humanly speaking, the first law,
and that such a promise might prove, in fact, quite impracticable.
The sequel justified this objection, and Bishop Mackenzie had,
alas I before very many months were over, seen how totally in-
applicable in dealing with a savage race is the utopian theory,
which, from a distance, had seemed so appropriate and beautiful.
It is not our present purpose to follow the mission party through

all their varied and painful experiences, nor have we a desire to
forestall the interesting narrative which Mr. Proctor has promised
to give on his return from Zululand. The mission, as such, has
confessedly been a failure. It is idle to deny or to conceal what
would otherwise be presumed. Never, perhaps, were hopeful and
enterprising men so completely disabused as were these pioneer~.
The impressions they had formed regarding the country were
rudely and summarily subverted, Instead of a country com-
paratively healthy, and pleasant to live in, a country endowed
naturally with the main necessaries of life, they found a climate
where disease was an inevitable condition, a land very mcagrely

moving about from place to place, what with sickness, absence,
and death, what with having to fetch stores, contend with the
natives, and wait upon each other, the great m~ssion work wan
practically untouched and unapproachable.
The leading feature in the history of the movement has been

the relations in which it stood towards the native tribe~. We
have before expl~ned that these consisted in the Ajawas and the
Mauganja. It was with the latter that the fortunes of the
mission became more or less implicated. The first native follow-
ing secured by the party was the result of a curious circumstance.
Dr. Livingstone and the Bishop Mackenzie were travelling
through the country, when they met a pmty of Ajawas driving
.down to the coast about a thou~nd natives, men, women, and
children, whom they had captured as slaves. These unfortunate
people were chained after the fashion common there in such
cases, two and two, to heavy bars of wood, and the Doctor, with
his usual determined promptness, put his hand upon the shoulder
of one of them, and declared them all free. ]:l’e then recommended
the Bishop to take them as the basis of a settlement. To this
Mr. Mackenzie naturally objected, and advised that the people
be sent back to their tribe. Oa being told this they loudly
intreated to remain with their protector--their villages had been
burnt; their property taken away, and if left to themselves, thai
only alternatives were starvation or slavery. Oa hearing thisr
the Bishop’s scruples were appeased, and these people thence-
forward remained with them, and were found useful.
This occurrence proved the beginuing of evils. It was the

ultimate means of bringing about those hostile collisions between
Bishop Mackenzie and the Ajawa that caused sc~ much adverse
comment in the religious circles of England a year ago. When
tha Manganja found that the Euglishmen were exercising so
powerful a function as protectors and liberators, they speedily
applied for similar acts of assistance aud interposition. The first
ocoasiou on which the party were drawn into open hostility was
wholly unpremeditated and fortuitous. Bishop Mackenzie was
proceeding to a certain village with the view rather of expostu-
lating than fighting. He was accompanied by moat of his com-
panions, as well as by a number of the friendly Manganjs. Oa
reaching the village in question, or getting near to it, they were
attacked by the native residents, who shot poisoned arrows--
with laxge barbed iron heads--at them. Self defenca then
became the order of the day, and the good rifles, with which
both the Bishop and his little force were armed, did efficient
service. This encounter necessarily led to others of a similar
character, and in them all Bishop Mackenzie showed significantly
enough, that although naturally a man of peace, yet when ocea-
~ion rose he could be also a brave and determined warrior. It ia
said that before his death he regretted having taken up an hostile
attitude, and in some senses it might be a mistake. But it was
a mistake which probably any man similarly circumstanced
would have committed. He saw the peaceful people around him
being carried off into slavery by a powerful foe; he found him-
self insulted, defied, and attacked, and few indeed are the men
who would in such a situation have acted otherwise. The
Ajawas appear to have had a wholesome respect for British rifles.
hey never showed fight against the new enemy~so different iu

point of valour to the cowardly Masganja~iu other than a covert
and defensive manner, and they always retired before the
minion forces, leaving their villages to be retributively destroyed.

(To ba condud~d in ~ur n~z~.)

Letters for the Cape of Good Hope, Natal, St. Helena, and
Ascension not directed to be seut by private ship, am sent by
mail packet, at the following rates~viz. : Not exceeding ~ oz.,
Is. ; above ½ oz., aud not exceeding 1 oz., 9s.; abets I oz., and
not exceeding 1½ oz., 3s. ; above 1]- oz., aud not exceeding 2 ozs.,
4s. ; and for every additional ½ oz., Is. Where the whole postage
is not paid,~ au additional rate of Is., besides the postage, is
charged on delivery.
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II%01~I "RUILZ)tl’q"G-S,
Of every deseription, .adapted to all climates, made portable, so that inexperienced workmen can easily re-erect them.
THEATRES, CONCERT-ROOMS, HOTELS. BARRACKS, WAREHOUSES, VILLA RESIDENCES, CftURCHE$,
SCHOOLS, SCHOOL-ROOMS, SHOPS, MARKET-PLACES, LABOURERS’.COTTAGES, STABLES, LODGES, &e., &o.

Esrl~u,x~s and D~twz~’Gs may be had cn application at the Offices, 21, ]~OORGATE.STREET, LONDON.
It:%Ol’q l:%00:L~Ii’q-G-

Is the cheapest, lighted, and most durable of any description of: roofing. Is very portabto and inexpensive in earrlage.Corrugated
Iron Sheets, Painted or Galvanised, supplied iu any quantity, and packed for exportation.

-I’:R,O:bT
BRIDGES. RAILWAY STATIONS, &e., &c., Manufactured by S. C. IIEHHING and CO.

Experienced Workmen cent to all parts of the World, at a m~derate charge.

~~ ROYAL MAIL STEAMERS
: TOI ~’ MADEIRA, TENERIFFE, AND THE

WEST COAST OF AFRICA.
The African Stcam.shlp Compauy’s vessels (carrying Her

Majesty’s Mails)-leave LIVERPOOL on the 24th of every
month, exeept when it falls on :Monday, when the day of de-
parture is the 25th, with goods dud passengers, proceeding
direct to MADEIRA, TENERIFFE, BATFIURST, SIERRA
LEONE, CAPE PALMAS, CAPE COAST CASTLE, ACCRA,
LAGOS, BENIN, NUN, BRASS,BONNY, FERNANDO PO,
CAMEROONS, and OLD CALABAR.
x ozm--Goods for F~RW~0 Pc, and the Rivers, are traush~pped

at BotanY, and forwarded by brhuch Steamer at sMppers’ Hsk.
No goods or parcels can be forwarded without pre-payment of

freight.
:For further information apply in Liverpool t9 FLETCHER’

and PARR, Agents. 23., Castle-street, an’d in London at the
COmpany’s Offices, 14, Leadenhall-street.

~_ EILrXEL’S pERFUN~RY
~is Particularly well suited for the

~)~ African Trade, owing to its superior
~,)~’~.-~’~ ~ quality, which makes it keep good in
~~anv climate. The following articles

~¢~-~-e,9~ - are particularly recommended :~
RIMMEI,’S Toilet Vinegar and Lavender Water.
RIMMEL’S Marrow Oil and Philocome for the Hair.
RIMMEL’S ~¥indsor, Honey, Glycerine, and uther Toiht

Soaps.
]tlMMEL’S Perfumes for the Handkerchief, Tooth Pow-

ders, &c., &e.
E. ~IMMEL, Perfumer by appointment to It.R.H. the

Princess of Wale~.
Sole Agent for the Coast of Africa,

M. L. LEVIN, l, BEVIS MARKS, LONDON.

COTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
PACKED by WALKER’S PATENT ROTATING

PRESS, in IIALF the USUAL TIME. ~ugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut As~rtcrs, ~ut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.

17,’ COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON.

B EADS, HARDWARE, CORALS, &~., on SALE at M. L.
Lev~n s Warehouse, Beets 5.1?arks, London.

List of Goods now ready : Largo Yellow Agra Reads, ditto
Black, ditto Green, Seed Beads all Colours, :Fancy Agra Beads,
Pipe and Bead Corals, Imitation Corals, Musket :Flints, Cowries,
Geneva in Green Cases, Brandy ditto, :Gin ditto, Champagne
ditto, Cordials ditto, Sardines, Candh~, Perfumery (Rimmers),
Drugs (Lamplough’s), Muskets, Matehetts, Swords, Bowie
K̄nives, Table ditto, Looking-gla.<-es, Wine ditto, Tumblers,
Clothing.

X. L. LEY1N, BEVIS MARKS, LONDON, E.C.

-~/rR. THOMAS B. TOBITT, Shipowner and African Mer-
.L)’l chant, has to advise his Correspondents on the West Coast
of’Africa’of his having REHOVED to O~ic~s at No. 3, NEW
LONDON STREET, :FENCI=IURCIt-STREET, to which
address all letters are to be directed.
141, Leadenhall-street, London,

March 23,1864.

LAMPLOUGH’S PYRETIC SALINE.
.Eff’erveselna a~l tas~dea, its eons~an~ usa is =especially calculated to rants.

fain health and Frerent ,~raall.pox, 2"eEert, and MeaMe#.

Her Majesty’s representalive, the Governor of Sierr,~ Locus, in a letter
of request for an additional supply, states, " It is of great value ; it shouM
be in the hands of all Efiropeans visiting the tropics." " .
Is an sgr.eeab!e effervescing remedy, of great" etficacy in all klnda of

Fever and Blood disease~i espeeislly these ee2urring dm~ng hot weather.
Dr. Gibbon, Staff-Surgeon ia the Crimean war, stat~ lhst European
residents in hot countHea find that the use of this r~freshing beverage
prevents exhausting peTspiratien and its alternati~;e deadly fever.
The elegance, purity, and usefulness offl~a prepatnlibu has been eerdfied

by tome ofthe most eminent ph~sieiaos in the ArmJ’, Naval, bud Hospital
service of Great Bsitain; - : -
It acts by purifying and lowering the temperat~e of the blood ; hen~.

its great importauee to all persons seeking to reside with safety and comfort
in tropical countries, or subjected to unusual heat.
His Excellency the Governor of the West I~dia Coto~es, ia-wlet~r"o’T~

request for an addxtioual supply,qtsites, "After arTsfdence of seventeen
years in the Colonies, I am bound to admit it is ~e finest and best prepara-
tion I have ever met with. I keep it on my sideboard, hoping that others,
seeing it, will be ind need to take and profit as I h ave done by it. I at tribute rite
excellent state of my health to its use, and I lose no opportunity of tii.glng
others to take it."
Lieutenant.Colonel Murray, Ist West India Regiment, Sierra Leone :

" I have enjoled uninterrupted health since I have taken your Pyretic
Saline."
Dr. Sparks, the Government Medical Inspector, Port of London, bears

cordial testimony to its e~icaoy in chronic forms of Oa~h’ie c~mplainte and
Febrile Dyspepsia.
William Stevens, Esq., M.D., D.C.L., slates, in his work on West India

Fevers, that wherever the saKae treatment is adopted the fatal yelIo~
fevers are deprived of their terrors.
Out of One Thousand eases treated on the Saline plan, "the ~tonlsbing

number of Nine Hundred and Eighty-mac recovered.
Orders for the West Coast of Africa promptly executed per return of

mail hy the Sole Manufacturer, 113, Holborn.hill, London, W.C., or by M.
L,, Levin, Shipping Agent, Beds-marks, ha having s~e:ial correspondents
at Bathurst, Cape Coast, Anau’~bo, Acorn, Lagos, Cahaeroons, BoQny, and
Old Cahbar. Agent for Sierra L~one, J. B, Elliot, Esq.; Messrs. Biden
and Gardner, Cape Town, who are appointed also for the ~als of the

CONOENTRATED ESSENOE 0F PERUVIAN BARK.
Superior and more agreeable than Quinine, it truly contains all the

elements ef the Cinchona Bark, dissolved out by a l:¢¢uliar l~roeess, that
eliminate~ ant;rely the active principle, adding mater~ally to its’efficacy as a
r em~ial agent.; beifig fluid, it does n--t pass off or through the slstem, as
t4mnme occ,~s~onally does, it sits easier on the stomach, and will not
produce either headache or constipation, mixes well ,sith water, wine, or
spirits, being exelasive, very im~{tant; rare and valuable l~roperfies fully
appreciated by all who use it.----~ole Maker, H. LAMPLOUGH, Chemist,
113, HOLBORN.HILL, LONDON, W.O.

Prln’e~l by wtttram Joa.~ Joxxio.% at |Sl, Fleet-street,in the City o! Loud~a t sta
PaM~hed by him. for the African-Akl Society, at S, Ado/phi-terra, e, Stran~l, L~h~n.~
~rilCl~ S~, 1.=¢.|.
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