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WEST COAST OF AFRICA.
The Royal Mail steamship M’Gregor Laird, Captain R. F.

Lowry, arrived at Liverpool on Saturday, the 13th May, with the
mails. Her dates were : Benin, March 27 ; Old Cahbar, April 3 ;
Fernsndo, 5th; Bonny, 7th; Lagos, 10th; AGora and Cape Coast
Castle, 14th ; Cape Palmas, 16th ; Sierra Leone, 22nd ; and Ba-
thurst, 26th. She brought 1,559oz. of gold-dust, and 3,970/. in
specie.
BExL~’.~Trade tolerably good. Healthy.
C~ ~ E~ooxs.~Healthy.
OLD CAL~xn.--Healthy.
Fxa.~-A,~-no Po.--Trade dull.
Bo.~’~.~No sickness in the river. Trade with the natives

reopened on the 29th ult., since which time it has been brisk.
The M’Oregor Laird conveyed the Ray. Dr. Crowther, Bishop of
the Niger, to Bonny, who vidts that place for the purpose of
establishing schools for the rising generation. He took with him
a largo staff of Scrlpture¯readers, schoolmasters, &c¯, ,aHv~ of
Sierra Zeone, who will remain at Bonny. During his stay at
:Bonny the Bishop will be the guest of Mr. Babbington, the
respected representative of the Liverpool Company of African
Merchants at that place.
LAoos.--Trade improving¯ Healthy. In consequence of the

Egbas besieging Ikorodu, Lieutenant-Governor Glover sent all
the British troops at his disposal, about 250, to assist the
]korodus, who, after a very sdvere engagement, repulsed the
the enemy, with a loss to the Egbas of about 500 killed T̄herewere no British troops killed, but twelve were wounded.
Accsx Jt.XD Ca~z Coxsr.~Trade moderate. Healthy. His

Excellency Governor Pine, of the Gold Coast, returned to Eng-
land in the M’Gregor Laird. A rumour has reached Cape Coast
that the King of Ashantee has sent three bodies of troops of
3,000 men each to different points of the fronfierof lhe Protected
Territories.
C~Pz PAL’~xs.~Healthy. Trade moderate.
S]~a~ Lzo~z.~African fever very prevalent, iu consequence

of the intense heat of the ~’eather. The Exhibition of Sierra
Leone was closed on the 22nd of April by his Excellency the
Governor, who pronounced it to have been a great success, and
exceeding his anticipations:
B*znu~sr.--Healthy. Trade very dull.

..... -SE-NEGAL.
We are pleased to find that our journal is being inquired for

in the Senegal; and we shall be glad to receive communications
from this advancing French African colony giving account of the
prcgrc~ really making in industry and civilization there. The
Senegal occupies an important position in West Africa; and com-
munications being opened thence into the far interior, we expect
much useful and interesting information. Has Timbuetoo yet
been reached rid the Senegal ?

THE GAMBIA. .
We regret to receive renewed complaints of the non.delivery

of the African Tf~e~ to c~rtain of our subscribers in this colony.

Our friends have done quite fight in forwarding their complaints
to the Postmaster-General in England, and they may zest sutured
that no efforts shall be wanting, on Our part,, to_put an end h
the dis~-aceful proceedings in the Bathurst Pose-ofltoo wtfioh they
have ~o properly exposed. We act upon the eud~ga~tioa ,.~ _valued correspondent, and have directed that :a copy of’t~
journal shall be sent regularly to the Postmaster at Bathurst.
His Excellency Colonel D’Arcy, the Governor of the Gambi ,

was to leave by the May mail steamer for England, to give
evidence before the Commit tee of the House of Commons.

WANT OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE GAMBIA.
zo z~z znrrox oz zm~. ~cax arums.

Sir,~Whilst this cry is being uttered by many intelligent
persons in this place. I am sorry to find that the few official gen.
tlemen holding the Civil Government offices are so pres~i with
offices as to cause a universal cry among them of " We are in.
caple of performing all our appointments together.
As an illustration, I shall give you the names of a few, an4

the various offices they hold, and ask, is it iusfifiable on th ....,
of the authorities here to confine Governme~nt appointm-ent-s~or~l’;
to a few persons ? or is it so in every other of Her Majesty’s
settlements ?
I commence with our Colonial Surgeon, Dr. Sherwood, who,

besides this, is holder of several other appointments, which
would do for five other persons, if no distinotion of colour was
made; for he is also the "Overseer of Palm Wine," "Clerk of
Council," "Registrar of the Vice-Admiral~v Court" "Core .....
and Sheriff. To discharge hza rubes as Overseer of Palm
Wine, which he knows nothing of, he employed a young man
(who was doing tMs work for our now Acting Secretary, whilst
holding it, for upwards of three years, if my memory serves me
right) for a small salary, not half the amount it produces. Then,
as "Clerk of Council," ia it fight that every one should be
acquainted with the transactions of the meetings ? If he cannot
keep the minutes himself, ought he not at least to employ a pro-
per person, who would seek his own interest by not divulging
the contents of the book in whleh records are made ? Instead of
which, he employs any one he can first get after Council-day.
Go to Mr. Barrack Surgeon. He will tell you as dearly all
about it as if he were present at the meeting ; or to ~fr. Hospital
Clerk, or to our Wesleyan schoolmaster, who will be sure to tell
you. But these are not all. He gives this book to any writer he
chances to meet first--sayto any one who will take httle or
nothing for doing it, and who, not being bound to seeresy, may
show it to any of his friends. Thus the subject of our councils
is universally known directly. But notwithstanding this assist-
ance of the black young men to this man in making money, they
amto him as vinegar is to the teeth : he hates them with an in-
veterate hatred. Our Collector of Customs is, too, a holder of
three other appointmenta--viz., "Registrar of Courts," "Clerk
of the Crown," and "Superintendent of Pilotage." Our late
Postmaster, of whom you have been complaining, is now "Clerk
in the Customs Department," - Bonded Storek,~,~; "~ ,, ~ ....
keeper of the Merchant Gunpowder Maga~e-:"~-’Por"~hei~t;;
appoiutmenthe is receiving a liberal salary, out of which he
~s paying a man I I. 8s. per month. Thus, then, you see that our
Government appointments are confined only to a few. It ia with
extreme regret that I have also to complain of our Colonial Hos-
pital, to which, if a native who may have arrived but two days
from the mainland be sent for medicine, or to remain there to
receive medical attendance, it would be refused, although he
might be dying. But I believe the reason is that the doctor has
committed the charge of the hospital to a young man who was
0 ’ "nee cook a mate on board the Kelpre, and is now e~ployed as
Colonial Dispenser. On the 18th inst a native gentleman, in
conformity with a notice which has lately appeared to the public,
that "every person or persons who may require medicine-should
send to this .department for the same with cash," sent to them
for I don’t know exactly what. The answer was, "You, Sir,
must not consider this place as Mr. Quin s or Masers Porster and
Smith’s shop, where you can buy a half yard of baR;"
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d with this the messenger wasyn.t away.without th.om~!cine,
~;ich was very much recluirea at the ume for a szcz pauene r
-~. :- *~:- rustics ~ Should matters go on so ? And asyou

fi~p e:eh~n ~a~t ~ "~ln ~alaV~m ~i? ~ ~u~agt ~!n: S ~ th~ place,

Az~ozm~a GAUnZAX.

SIERRA LEONE.
We think the following in the inaugural speech of his

Excellency, Governor Blackatl, at the opening of the Sierra
Leone Industrial Exhibition, worthy of e~pecial notice i~
,, There is but one way in which Africa can be advanced,

sud that is by the honesty, by the industry, and by the welldirected energy of the Xfri~ns .themselves.. If wo.t,m.Ce:ohne"

~d, rv of any nation emerging rrem v~ar~m ~o elVlllZttt u.,
~’o"shall find’that, though the first move was affected through
foreign conquest or occupafion~ the .remainder h~ been achieved
by the people themselves--the first move nas oeen enectea as ast of "been formed ; Kurepean laWS ann CUStOms na~ occ~ =u~=v..~ ,.~,
Enropean civilization has been witnessed ; but are the Africans,
as a race, emulating this example? Go outside any of the
Earopean sottlement~, and I fear you will still find davery~
torture, superstition, idolatry, and idleness. Until the African.,
themselves shake off these vices, though we may succeed in
establishing civilization in isolated parts, as in this colony, Africa
as a country can never rise. It should be the object of every
petriotio African to stimulate his countrymen in the acquirement
of tho~ talents which have raised other countries, and not to

"-’on "encourage native indolence or preaumpu ¯
The French exhibitors from Senegal, who have obtained a

largo share of the medals, &o., had left for their country, and
the Exhibition was closed on the 22nd April by the Governor in
[~erson.
The trade of the colony was improving.
When we noticed last month the sudden and lamented death

of Mr. W. H. Pratt, we were not aware that by it a projected
subscription in aid of the funds of the African-Aid Society had

that those gentlemen who comerrea wlm ~ ....... , "
pose on the day preceding his fatal attack, will not fail to carry
into effect what had been agreed upon with him for the advance-
ment of the African cause so few hours before he was called away
from his useful earthly labours. The African.Aid Society has no
other aim than the elevation of Africans to that position in the
civilized world which shah put to shams tho~ detractors who
have lately shown so bold a front among us as to denytheir caps-
tit for attaining to those higher grades of civilization at which
ot~er portions of the great human family have arrived. We trust,
therefore, that we shall soon hear of the subscription list ha .ring
been formed, and that Sierra Leone is thus dtrecUy coumeuung
toward our efforts for the great Africen tam’fly, ,des}med~ ~. _w~
believe, yet to take a fair and honoura~m pmce m the etwuzca
world.

CAPE COAST, Arm~ 15.
zo ~s~ ~nnon o~ zn~ ,~Pae~ ~s.

Dear Sir,--Colonel Conran, who has been in command of the
t~oopa here dnc~ the first kshantee campaign, goes home by this
mail steamer. I hope he will be summoned to give evidence
before the committee. His opinion is on most matters, I believe,
so entirely opposed to that of Governor Pins, that if the
Governor is heard, the Colonel ought to be heard also.
You will be rejoiced to hear that Doctor Love.grove, the

Colonial Surgeon, has worked wonders in the ~ri, on--that horrid
prison, the atrocities of which you exposed. The prisoners are
now treated like men--not as they were when Mr. Paymaster
Martin Doorly was Inzpeetor, &c. Thanks always to your
journal for this change. ~ ....... heBut--I fear you will hardly c.redtt It, ye~ f~ It 1~k"~I..
Governor, on the day before yesterday, as an almost last omem~

’act, rdmtaled this Mr¯ Martin l~rly a~ a Justice. of.. t.~ Peas., !
You well remember he was dismis.~d from all his c~vil employ-
manta after you made that exI;o~ of the most inhuman treatment
to which prisoners were subject under his authority and rule.
The King of Cape Coast seht his repre.sentativ~ on board the

mail steamer this morning; hut, at the las~ moment, some one
infueed into his mind the foolish idea that, as the Governor wan
gone in the same vessel, they would assuredly be poisoned on the
voyage---so they have postponed their visit, and are to go by the
next mail.
Major ~ones now has charge of the Government. He has gone

up to Kroboe to see if he can adjust that oldfin# palaver--quite
a hopeless task, I should think.~Yours, O.

BRITISK PROTECTION ON THE GOLD COAST,
¯O ~I~ ~DrI~OR O¥ ~n[E AI~RICAN "lIME,.

Cape Coast, April 14, 1865.
Sir,~From time to time there appear in your journal articles

and letters concerning the Gold Coast. As a native of this
Gold Coast, I take much interest in whatever appears in the

~fr(can T~’m~ having reference to my country. Few in England
now or cars much about these settlements, where reside, never-
the.less, several hundred thousand human beings, black indeed ia
oolour, and for the most part half clothed, but very many of
whom are perfeotly capable of appreciating the comforts of life,
and the benefit of a strong and efficient Government.
A Committee of the House of Commons is investigating the

state of affairs here. It is time. Our little Augman stable
requires cleansing. It may be that from time to time I shallthe li rty of adding you, if
be of any interest to your resaers, or ot service to m~ .~
and the cause of truth.
Mr. Richard Pine, the Governor of Her ~Iajesty’s Forts and

Settlements on the Gold Coast, is about to return to England, end
--,, a^.o.~= be examined before the Committee of ̄the House.
~};’Exc~;;ac~y returna to his own country covered w~th troun=es
as with a garment. He is at feud with our powerful and warlike
neighbour, the King of Ashantee; he is on bad terms with the
chieS aud people of what are called.the Eastern .Di~trict.s of these
settlements--districts containing a tnnvxng ann mausmous popu-
lation of two or three hundred thousand per~na; and there is an
open ruvture between his Excellency and the King of Cape
CossL ~8o much for the natives. As regards the Europeans, it
is known that his Excellency and the military authorities

¯ a lon-~ time, not been on such terms as that they could co-
oh~eVr~::re~erdia~ly for the benefit of the Queen’s. service. In short;
O~vernor-Pine’s hand IS against every man, ann every man s naua
is against him.
The public care not to hear of trifles, signiilcant though they

be to u~ here, who know how to construe their meaning;
suffice it to say thatthe removal of Mr. Pine from this scene of
his labours is regarded by the people without regret. His go-
~:ernment has been fruitful of misfortunes for us. Au unhappy
war, needlessly provoked on his .Exeelleney’s part, rashly.b%o~u,
badly conducted, complicated with ocoasiouat commuuicauons ~o
the enemy in Bornbastes Fur(o,o style, endiug inglorioudy, nay ridi-
culously,’ss far as concerns British yr~tiy~ ou this C~ast, fertile
of de~ction to the doomed and unhappy brave, whom a mis-
aken Policy sent forth to perish uselessly, not by the bullet of
~he foe. but’by the pestilential breath of the deadly demon who
¯ enthroned amidst the foul swamps and marshes which effec-
~lly protect the Asbantee froutiers from iuvasion ; a system of

Rra vexations and uupreeedented iuterference wi.’t.h, the de-arb ry .... ~ ,~- ....blic service, me mmtary, meof eve aepartmeu~ v~. ~,-,o v’-ta~_.~ ....ry .......t o~usinz much sore feeling, and an
jndielal, the ec~le$1as[t~,, ~ o ¯

amount of confusiou exceeding belief; the adophon of a praehco
rsonall hearing causes between man aud mau (contrary to

° f-~l~e =- ’h~ Government Hour, and with the a~htance.of a
’=?) "? " ho-e ractices end prooeeding~ nave no~ m-native interpreter w .- P ......rca the ub o p t fv 9
~tures tha~mark the admtmstrauon ot nm mxceueuoy u,,.~
Pine. His has ever been a poor, a temporary, a make-shift
policy, without real purpo~--a policy of al~rt~ m~i h ddug~--a
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policy which, seeking to suit itself to the exigencies of the hour,
without taking thought for the future, becomes shipwrecked
amidst the shoals of fortuitous circumstances which come in its
way, which it does not foresee, and canuot control.
But the future always comes at last; and every succeeding

crisis finished by placing his Excellency in a false position,
dragging h’m on each occasion a step or two lower down the
ladder, to the topmost height of which popular applause had
at one time raised him--applause having its origin in the urba-
nity, the acce~ibility of the Governor, and the mauifestation of
deep interest in the welfare of the country, which his Excellency
at first exhibited.
The truth must be told: Mr. Pine, Governor of the Gold

Coast, a liberal, a hospitable man, charitable towards the poor,
courteous iu his demeanour, has, nevertheless, by his unfortunate
administratiofl, inflicted serious harm on the people of this
country, almost annihilated the pre.~tige of the British name
crippled commerce, created immense confusion, and leaves at his
departure a name which will not be remembered with affection
or with esteem.
At the moment when I am about to close my letter to you

there has been shown to me the copy of a document purporting
to bc an address from the inhabitants of the Gold Coast to his
Excellenoy Governor Pine. It is expressed in flattering, not to
say grovellingly-adulatory terms. It is hmentable to be Obliged
to observe, in the cause of truth, that this is not a genuine docu-
ment. The signatures of the kings and chiefs are simply for-
geries, these persons being at this moment far away. I say this
advisedly. I hare the document now under my eye, and I am ex-
pre~st)~y myself to the same effect to the person who has solicited
my signature. Therefore, should this spurious production really
find its way to England, you will know how to value it.--Yours
truly, GoLn Cexsr.

CtIRISTIANBORG ACCRA.
TO rile EDIr0R OF THE AFBIeAN TItlE~.

GoId Coast, April, 1865.
Dear Sir,--You must pardon my being so remiss, but I have

been in the Volta country, and had no time to write. Trade with
the Ashautces is going on in that part as usual, although there
is talk of another Ashantee invasion of Cape Coast district.
Small-pox has disappeared from British Aecra, and last month

there were only four deaths from it in this place, against twenty
or thirty in :February.
Major Jones, Acting Governor of the Gold Coast in Governor

Pine’s absence, passed through here on his way to Krobce. The
people who were most against the English have been looking
rather bluein the face at the thought of the Coast being given up
by them. Major Jones was received with much respect by the
kings and chiefs, but they were ob/erved to look rather cast down
when they were told that Mr. Pine was to come back again to
these countries, for his name is really odious among the natives
here. Thehammock men he had when here fourteen months ago
are not yet paid, and none would now be furnished to Governor
or Staff without two or three of the Acora residents giving their
names as securities.
The object of Major Jones in going to Kroboe is to try and

settle the oil palaver. The Government ought to have dashed
(made a present)of the unpaid tlno to the Kroboes long
ago, as they MII never pay what the merchants so un-
justly demand under the iniquitous arrangement sanctioned by
n former governor. The thing has now dragged on for seven
years. All the money the Kroboes paid is not sufficient to cover
the expenses and interest, so that the whole original fine remains
as nt first. I believe the Kroboes would rather move off fffrther
into the interior than pay any more, because they do not uuder-
stand these proceedings. Some paid their full share of the fine
in 1859, others havepaid nothing. Withhoting-GovernorJones
there went up Messrs. M’Iutyre, Edwards, and Cuthbert.I pity
him, indeed, with those men at his back.
You will, I hope, now hear from me regularly again.

Yours, V.

ASHANTEE.
One authority on which we have great dependence writes:

"Numerous reports are afloat relative to the hostile attitude of
Ashsntee. It is said, among other things, that the old monanh
rQuako Duah’ is dead, and that so soon as the fuueral ousted
is ever, the new king, a young man, will commence hostilities,
and that three corps of ob~rvation, of 3,000 men each, are
marching to different points on the frontier. I give but little
credit to these reports, although I fully expect that the death
of the old king, whenever it may take place, will be the prelude to
war. If living, Quake Duah must be upwards of seventy v~
of age; but he has always been an abstemious man. not indu~_~ ’s
¯ - * ¯ " . o’ gm any excesses, and might therefore, accordmg to ordmary hmz a
calculations, live a few years longer. ’I hope he may so live
until a good understanding with Ashantee be restored."
Another letter says: "Report says that the Ashantees are

coming--that the old king of Ashantee is dead. No one
believes it but perhaps Mr. Pine, who would probably tike
another campaign, if the Hound of Commons and the Secretary
of State will permit.,

DAHOMEY.
t?O THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIHES.

Whydah, April 4.
Sir,--Tho King has not yet returned from his expedition,

nor is there any positive reliable news as to his doings and his
whereabouts, but his return to Dahomey is daily expected.
Reports, however, are flying about in all directions, and the

more so, perhaps, because the people are really getting hcartil.
tired of these yearly wars, especially since they fared so badl;
in that last year, when the Abeokutans made such sad work wit
the King’s forces. The people of one of his own towns, who
were called upon to go to the war with him this year, all ran
away rather than do so. This is a great change; end in ease of
any disaster in the present expedition, must, 1" should think~ have
some good effect on the King’s mind.
I am only here myself for a few days, but have no doubt some

of your correspondents will write you, when the King gets back
to his capital, as to what he has been doing. Among the reports
I have alluded to, is one that he has taken some town, and made
prisoners of almost every ereoture in it; but that as he was on
his way coming back, the people of some other, near which ha
had passed, came against him so very strongly, that he has suffered
greatly, and lost even more of his warriors than he did last year-
at Abeokuta.

t If this should prove true, perhaps he may ~ the folly ofresting any longer to those idols with which he has been de-
~eiving himself. About two years ago, I am told, he had a new
Fetish made, to which he gave the name, " My plans of war wilt
no more befrustrated"--meaning that whenever he should go out
to fight any people, he would be sure to conquer, being assisted
by that :Fetish.
Mr. Craft, a coloured gentleman, agent, I believe, to the Com-

pany Of African Merchants, has opened a school, with a very
good teacher, and has twenty boys under instruction in it. The.
money was given, I hear, by some religious body in England~
~oo you think there is a chance of the Island of Cuba being

shut against any. more African slaves bein¢,o brouoht in th~,~ ~ If
this was done, the slave-trade from here would %e at an~encl at
once.--Your% V.

LAGOS.
April 10.

Affairs at Lagos have assumed a much more serious aspect.
We announced last month that Governor Glover had declared a
blockade of the Ogun River, that no supplies might go up to
Abeokuta. The object of the Governor was to induce the Egbas
to give up their siege of Ikorodu, ia which they had met with
nothing but reverses. The blockade of the river not producing
any marked effect, and communication having been opened with
Ibadan, the Governor seems to have determined on a more

* C~untess of Huntlrgdon’s connexlon.--En. A. 2’.

MxY 23, 1865.] TH~ AFRICAN

...... "-- ̂ ut his well-known intentions of,:~gcrous peaty rot cttr~.~tu5 u
~r’~e ng direct trading relations with lbadan through Ikorodu.
On 1o 23rd March he proclaimed the opening of the market of
Iko ~lu, although the Egbas were still in force before that place.
He vent u? in person, dud opened the market on the 26th. But
tha Abeokutaus did not withdraw. On the 29th about 250me1 of the 4th West Iudia Regiment, Itoussa police, dud sailors
fr Her Maie~ty’s ships, were at Ikorodu, under command of
~eut.° t. ~,,,j,~^~l~.~v~ho sent a message to the Egba camp with" an
L~timation that if the Egb~s did not leave the nelghbourhood
~ithln twenty-four hours, he would open fire upon them. The
Egbas derided and defied the Governor dud the British Govern-
ment, and fired at the messengers. Lieut. Scaly seems to have
then lost no time in commencing operations. Under cover of a
continuous discharge of rockets, his men advanced, stormed the
gba lines, drove them from both their camps, aud burned theirE ---^~¢s Rockets and Enfield rifles made quick work of

.e.neam~P~’~,:~dus who had a~isted in the work, kept up the
it. x.u~ ~_~_~ ~okun which one division of the Ikorodus took
pursm~, tmv~tuo ~ ̂ .’ ~r___~. ~. annears bv a uroclamation of
possesslon el on trio ots¢ ata[~,:, ~ rr - -
the Governor issued on the 2nd of April, in which the Governor

iaUfOrms ~he people of Loges that " the Bashorun of Abeokuta,tier eutting off his horse’s tail dud killing him, retreated on
foot towards Abeokuta."There is now, therefore, war between Her Majesty’s colony of
L~gos and Abeokuta !
The West India troops and Houssas had fourteen meu wouuded

in the affair, none killed. The loss of the Ikorodu allies notknown. Several hundreds of the defeated Egbas are reported to
have been found dead.We do not at all know whether the~e war operations were
previously as~nted to by Her Majesty’s Government, or whether
they were uudertaken by the Governor on his own responsibility.
We therefore forbear, for the present, from all comment. As the
Ibadaus are reported to be again out in force against Abeokuta,
we presume the road to Ibadan through Ikorodu is partly opened,
and we do not see how the Governor of Lagos can now retire
from the conflict until it become permauently so.
If. however, there be one thing that we especially detest, it is

a Policy of temporary, shifting expedients. Ikorodu was under
British-protection. "~Vheu the Egbas came down to lay siege to
it, the (]overnor of Lagos gratified them by withdrawing British
refection, and blockading the coast. The Egbas then allowed
.......... d iu Jkbeokuta to come down to Lsgos. .Now

~t:~oC~Co~i° ~ mar’~’et seems of more importance than any thing
in Abeokuta, and British protection is again accorded to Ikorodu,
and British forces are employed to drive the Egbas from before
the place. We have no doubt this is all su~eptible of Consistent
explanation--at least, we hope it is. The Egbas have shown
y hing but a friendly disposition towards us since Lagosan ~me a British colony ; but we cannot help, nevertheless, de-

beeptormg ......tna~ we ~,,~’ould be in active and deadly ho~U!tt.y- " " w}t.h" a
town ~ which we have been sending Christian ann c~wnzmg
agencies for so many years, and which was, right ?r wrong,
c ardor as one of the brightest spots in native Africa.r ~tn orucr .......tan -,~-e effectually, to cut off all suppl!es" from
)kbeokuta, Cotenoo Creek is clos?d from the 14th Aprit, wlatcn
it is suppose.d, will prevent the passage of goods by Porto Nose.
Cotenoo Creek is also a landing place for Whydah.

NATAL.
Advices are to the 5th April, direct by mail steamer.
The Legislative Council was appointed to meet on the 18th

of April.
6,000 tons is the estimated amount of this year’s sugar crop.
An attempt is being made to grow rice.
Cotton crops have suffered by the fly, but man~ have escaped

the visitation, ned from them the reports are very. favourable.
A :Mr. Gerard has sent to England 20,000 specimens of natural

history from :Natal. He is now on his way to Madagascar, where
he intends remaining for some years, seeking speeamen~.
The European population of ~ ~tsl is now about 16,000.
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There is to be au Exhibition of Kafir industry !
Natal was suffering commercially, in consequence of the low

price obtained for produce in F.ngland. But it was believed all
would aocn be right again.

OPINIONS AS TO GOLD COAST GOVERNMENT.
(From the bed 2rit’ate a,tMritiu.)

(13
" It seems to me that there must be ,an intermediate period of

better government as preparatory to a colony; for, in the present
aspect of matters here, either from want of more statesmanlike
management or from an unhappy fatality, the irritation of the
public mind against the local Government is on the increase,
instead of diminishing, throughout the Eastern Provinces as well
as at Cape Coast. I say this without--as you well know--any
personal feeling against the present local eut’horitlcs.
"It is not nece~ary that I should say en~thing to you about

the difficulties interposed bythe existence of the Dutch ~ttlc-
manta. After long dud close exsminatiou end reflection, my
conviction is, a brief ~opular .Protectorate Gorermnent for two or
three years, and then a colony. I believe this to be the only good
practical solution of the prc~nt difficulties."However easy in theory it ma~: ap..Pes~ato~ 7f~s that the

English Government should circumscnoe the ga influence
and authority, limiting it to only three or four of the principal
forts which it might continue to occupy, in practice it would be
found inadmissible. :No civilized power can so stand still in the
presence of barbarism without a sullied name dud perpetual dis-
honour. And England will eventually find that she must either
maintain a strong and active position on the Gold Coast, end
repel invasion on the frontiers, and not at the castles and forts on
the seabeaeh, when the interior towns, villages, &e., shall have
been destroyed, or she will have to leave the field to other Euro-
pean Powers who will be disposed to act a bolder part.
" What we want is, a popular Government~a mere handful

of seldiers--a strong police, raised in, and sopported by, the
corn try--and the country well aud duly rcpresented in the

invasion would then be quite a secondary
.Executirs. Ashautee ...... ~--~,- onward "consideration, and cisahzahon wouta step o~,u,y

ROADS ON THE GOLD COAST.
~[0 ~HB EDITOR O~ ~HE AFBICAN ’II’~ES.

Sir,--You state that Colouel Ord has declared before the com-
mittee now diseusaing the advantages and the disadvantages of
the settlements on the Gold Coast, that roads are not needed.
Does Colonel Ord infer that roads are needless because there
are no horses to use them ? It is true that horses do not livebeat
Cape Coast; but other cattle thrive there. Could not oxen
made to draw carts? And if oxen could be made to draw carts,
would not roads be a necessity ? But horses live at Acorn. Am
roads no~ wanted in the district of Accra?
The dit~cultv which meets the Government of the Gold Coast

at every turn ~s, the ditficulty of manning a country which is
not intersected by roads. Certain roads--if they may be so
lled--do, in truth, creep through the jungle; but they are

~ads along which no European can travel. The misuuderstand-
ings perpetually etMnging up between the Government and the
"efs ma" be’attributed to the impossibility of the European

;~cers of ~the Crowu being able to pursue inquiries in the croons
he rievances exist; aud the inability to pursue thosewhere, t g - ̄  ,- ~-~ , ....d to the evil which Colonel

inqumes ou the spo~ ~s to ,,~ ,-~
Ord applauds--thcabseucc of roans.
By the construction end maintenauco of broad roads number-

less benefits would accrue. ~hc breed of cattle would be im-
proved; end a larger stock would bc kept. Beef, thcrefore,
would ccaso to bo the rarity which it is now ; nnd thc wretched
Europeans, doomed to pass some years of their lives at Cape
Coast, we ld have something better to eat than tough poultry endu The bush al~o being goue, fevers would go ; and
rancid bacon. .. . L=. ~.^~a ;,, . eaual contest with
the white man might raise m~ ~ .....

n -~

African di~a~s of a zymotio type.
This negation of roads to the development of the provinces
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of the Gold Coast is tantamount to a decree of abandonment.
But I hope that the members of the committee are too patriotic
to endorse a judgment which must cover England with shame to
the end of time.
Our desertion of the seitlement~ would be flagrantly mean.

Grant that the African of the Gold Coast is ungrateful--grant,
for argument’s sake, that he is lazy--that he is disposed to
uphold the barbarous customs and traditions of his forefathers--
that he is self-conceited, eelf-asserling, dilatory in his work; but
are these short-comings eufflcient cause to justify a nation like
England in the total abandonment of one of her most
distinctive lines of policy; end to aUow 300,000 human beings,
whom she has partially redeemed from cruel pagan
rites and mutilations, and whom she has partially ad-
mitted within the pale ef Christianity, to relapse into
the primitive sensuality and slothfulness of their native villages ?
A great Christian nation like England ought to protect such
races, to educate them by kindness, teach them the art of self-
government, and prepare them for the responsibilities of a political
and social minion, hy the unstinted dissemination of those high
privileges which appertain to ourselves es a free people. W’hat,
I ask again, can be more gratifying to philanthropy, than to
find, as it can find on that dreary sea-board, that the publio
peace is sustained by black policemen ; that the ends of justice are
evenly held and fearlessly administered by blank magistrates;
that criminal trials are fairly and patiently pleaded before black
jurors, who return iml~.rtial verdicts; and that laws of immense
local utility and moment are framed by black members of
Council.
The removal of our flag implied by Colonel Ord’s dictum

would be the signal for a savage resh(ance to the savage incur-
sions of a strong and haughty enemy, intent on the re-imposition
of a dreadful yoke, and ever thirsting to slake their hatred in the
complete subjugationoftheprotected tribes. At all events, a mortal
blow would be struck ~it the civilizing instincts which nobody--
not Colon el Oral him self--can deny are sileutl), and surely track-
ing their way to the home of the African in the Protectors is.
The facts which I have tried to assert have been asserted, I

trust, with the same spirit of dispassionate interest as would
actuate every E.xoLIS~r,_~Ai~’.

OXFORD Ahq) CAMBRIDGE MISSION TO CENTRAL
AFRICA.

A meeting of the members of this society was held on Friday,
the 12th of May, at Willis’s Rooms. The chair was taken by
the Bishop of Oxford, who made a detailed statement of the past
action and trials of the society’s missionaries in the Zambezi
country, and of the change now made in the field of operations,
which is to be in the neighbourhood of Zanzibar. There never
had been any intention of abandoning the work, and he now
asked for it increased supporL ¯
The Ray. M. Rowley addressed the meeting at some length.
The Ray. Charles Allington spoke in explanation of the r~asons

why the mission had been changed by Bishop Tozer from the
Zambesi to the Zanzibar region.
The Rev. Mr. "Waller, who had also recently returned from

Africa, was introduced to the meeting, and addres~d it at some
length on the advantages of the mission, and its ela~ms to general
support. He spoke very favourably of the excellent natural
characteristics of the native races of :Eastern Africa.
The Bishop of Lincoln, who succeeded the Bishop of Oxford in

the chair, next addressed the meeting, and the proceedings were
shortly afterwards brought to a close.

A PEEP THROUGH BATHURST, RIVER GA~BIA.
{ ConthI~d.from .No. 43).

d IU my last account I brought your readers’ notice to the con.ition of the colony on my first visit, in 1855. I made another
trip in July, 1864, during a season which all ground.nut traders
called good, as the rains were plentiful, and there was every pros.
pact of a good crop. I was surprised to see largo and well- ]
regulated drains made or making in almost every part where I I

went, walled on either side with atone or br/eks--running from
one side of the town to the other, and emptying into the sea. A
great many were in au imperfect state, some of which were in.
terrupted by the approach of the rainy season.
It was pleasant to see fine Uluare~ in the middle of the town,

all covered with the green Bahama grass, and some of the drain~
supplied with railings. It atrnck me at once that there was a won.
derful change in the interior of Bathurst since I last had seen it.
There were good bridges in the canteen of the street% where in
1855 I had to walk knee deep in water. There was no more an
inundation from the muddy swamp st the back and left of the
town, a proper sea embankment having been made by the pre~ent
Governor, which led to the securing of a large tract of laud from
the water. This land has been a great source of revenue to the
Colonial Government, as it was afterwards divided into lots, and
sold. at a very advantageous rate, bringing over 600/. to the
colonial coffers. The road to the burial.ground, which was in a
fearful state of swamp, and in many parts covered over with
water, is now converted into a hard road, and forms a pleasurable
walk.
At this visit I rode to the cape. It is a distance of about

seven miles. The road from St. Mary’s to the ferry was excellent
and hard--a good carriage drive. The boat employed in the ferry
is an antiquated piece of workmanship, perhaps about fifty or a
hundred years old, of an American origin, equally broad in stern
and bow, and worked by paddles manned by four men. Some.
times the boat is drifted about 800 yards beyond its landing.
place. I have never seen such an ugly piece of mechanism, and
it is tiresome to see the poor men labouring to make this huge log
move; and although it is said that the colony is in a state of
bankruptcy, I hope they will soon be able to replace it with
something moremodem and workable. The road from the ferry
to the cape is partly good and partly bad, the latter portion being
rapidly repairing by the civilian prisoners. The material used by
the Governor is the shell of the common eoolde, mixed with thoe~
of other gregarious mollusks.
All along the road are large Bombax, or monkey bread trees,

and I noticed hollows scraped out of a great many of them;
and on inquiry I was told that they were so ordered to be done
by the Governor, to form rests for the women who carry loads on
their heads.
The merchants in the Gambia have a season of recreation and

a season of work. As soon as the rains commence, very few, if"
any at all, remain in town. ~laking their escape from the un-
healthy season, most of them are to be found in England and
France, and some even in Amerioa. The working season com-
mences in November. The merchants, with their familie% ar-
nwng, make the place gay. A great many vessels are now in
port, loading and unloading, and many arrivals and departures.
At this time them are a great many festivals, and every one
enjoys himself in right good earnest.
The houses in the Gamble are very substantially built, prind-

pally of bricks and stone, containing large and open rooms, and
spacious verandahs. The Mandlngo huts are the most miserable
erections to be seen in any part of the Coast. Low, dark, and of
a round shape, with doorways about three feet or less in height,
and two in breadth, they are made as i ~ intended that these sons
of the Prophet should make their salaam before they even enter
their Iots. Goats, sheep, and fowls are fellow-lnmates in some
of these miserable constructions.
Besides the European vopulation, the most influential inhabi-

tants are the free 3ollofs,’a race of people whose principal habi-
tation is at Goree and Senegal, and their interiors, and who own
most of the principal buildings at Bathurst. Next to these in
influence are a few Sierra Leone people; and then comes the
Mohammedan population, consisting of Suninkees, /~arabout~,
and Corere% the first of whom are the masters of the land.
A promenade has lately been erected by Governor D’Aroy with

Teneriffe __stone, entirely at his own expense, for the good of the
colony. It Is called "D’Arey’s Promenade." The idea is
excellent, but the position is most unhsppily selected. It
placed in front of the market, where the stench is sufficient to
drive away a mere passer-by. The consequence is, that no one

" ......
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has ever been seen to walk iu it. It should be placed abreast the
se,, in .a s po~. whe~ladies.,~.u~ enjoy.the~ evening promenade.
I hops mrs snor~ nonce wm lnnaence tne Uoveraor to remove it
from its present unpleasant position to a more convenient spot, or
the nuisance which renders it useless.

(To ~e continued.]

AI~RICAN-A1D SOCIETY.
T~z Council of this Society, at its last ordinary, meeting, held
on the 19th May,. earnestly reconsidered the question of the
examination of witnesses before the Committee of the House of
Commons relative to the West Coast Settlements, with a view to
the production of such further eridc ace before the Committee as
the interests of the settlements and the West Coast generally
~em to require. Letters were also read from various corres-
pondents on the West Coast, urging the Council to exercise its
influence, as heretofore, in favour of the gradually-advancing
civilization there.

PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE.
HOUSE OF COMMO:NS.~MAv l&

"/HE 3tlI/EARY OPERATIONa N’£:A.E IAOOS.

Lord SrA.NLEY asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies
~.hether there was any official confirmation of the report con-
tained iu yesterday’s African intelligence, to the effect that a
fresh war had broken out among the tribes near I,agos, and that
British troops had taken part in this war; and, if so, whether
such interference had taken place by order, or with the per-
mission, of the British Government; also if the right hen.
gentleman would lay the papers upon the table.
Mr. Cxunwzr.n said he had received ofl~oisl confirmation of the

report to which his noble friend had referred. It was not,
however, of a new war which had broken out, but, on the
contrary, the termination of the war which had so long prevailed,
and which had been attended with such disastrous consequen .cos
to the colony. It was true that Briti~ troops had taken part m
the decisive action with which the war was terminated. The
interference was not in consequence of any order from the Home
Government, all the orders from home having strictly enjoined
the Governor not to interfere in the native conflicts. The Gover-
nor, however, justified the step he had taken on the ground of
the threatened invasion of the colony, and that he had acted iu
self.detente. The accounts led him (Mr. Cardwell) to the oon-vietlon that the affair had been conduoted with very great skill
and gallantry by a very inferior force against a much superior
force. The result was decisive success, without the loss of a
single man of Her Majesty’s troops. He should have great
pleasure in placing the papers on the table. (Hear, hear.)

Tar Barracouta, 6, 300 horse-power, paddle-wheel steamer,
fitting for the first division of the steam reset:e, is being pushed
forward as rapidly as Possible, a.a .she. is intended for comm~ssmn
for ~e Price on the West Coast of Arnca.
Ta~ Basilisk, 6, 300-horse power, paddle-wheel steamer,

fitting for commi.~ion, for service on the West Coast of Africa,
is nearly completed, and will shortly be ready for the pennant.
She has received her armament from the Ordnance wharf.
Tnz Ethnological ~ciety have been d!scu~jng th? elaim.s ofthe negro to the respect ot man,inn as an mtenectuat oemg,

but without arriving at any satisfactory conclusion on the subject.
Mr. Crawfurd read a paper, the object of which was to show
the mental inferiority of the African. Mr. :VambSry, the Hun-
garian traveller, said that from experience he had found the
negro not so inferior as Mr. Crawfued would make him out to be.
Dr. Copeland, who had also seen much of negroes on the West
Coast of Africa, believed that they could never be elevated in
their own countries, though they might elsewhere. Other
eminent ethnologists alsa spoke on the same subject, the views
they expre~ being curiously "dlu~trativoof the wide cl~e_rennc~
of opinion that exists among the best.inlormea men respectt ~;
the nature and capabilities of the African race, when the autho-
rity of Sacred Scripture as to the universal brotherhood of man-
kind is ignored.
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DEATH OF HENRY CHRISTY, ESQ.
Tnz African-Aid Society has again to deplore the loss by
death of one of the active end energetic members of its
Council, and one of its liberal supporters. The late Henry
Christy, Esq., who died in France on Thursday, the 4th
May, has left behind him loving memories of friends, and
of those who have been delicately assisted by him in time
of need. Ho was earnest in what he did, never under-
taking anything lightly, nor ever lightly relinquishing
what he had undertaken. He was a member of the Council
of the African-Aid Society from May, 1861, and his
lamented death leaves a blank that we can scarcely hope
ever to see filled up. One by one the old and tried friends
of Africa are re moved from this agone of their labours, and
the spirit which animated them is not found to descend
upon any sucees.~r. There is, therefore, the greater need
that the educated Africans on the Coast, who never had a
more sincere friend than Mr. Henry Christy, should fed
and fulfil the duty of organizing among themso!ves that
pecuniary support for the society which he whose death we
now lament, and a few noble kindred spirits, have un-
grudgingly bestowed. Nothing connected with the society
seemed to give him greater pleasure than to hear that they
were gradually awakening, under the impulse given by the
African Tfmes, to a een~ of their duty in this respect~
and to perform that duty we]], is the best tribute they
can pay to the memory of one who deserves to be long
honoured among them.
The following, which appeared in the t.l’orning ,Star of

the 6th inst., will make our readers to whom he did not
happen to be personally known better acquainted with our
deceased friend than anything we could ourselves add to
the above brief notice :~
We deeply regret to announce the death of Mr. Henry

Chr/sty, wbo was well known and h/ghly-esteemed in tbe
walks of philsntbropy and science. For some years past he
has devoted no small share of his time and fortune to the
personal exploration of the Pyrenees. and of other parts of tbe
Continent where the discovery of flint implements has tbrowu
so strange a light upon the earty history of mankind. His
later researches, Which were undertaken in conjunction with
the distinguished French savant M. Lartet. have proved.of the
trfeatest value to science ; and he prosecuted tbem vnth the
~nore ardour because ho believed that they would teud to
establish the common origin and essential unity of the human
race. Last year he disentombed scme implements which
nroved the existence among the earliest inhabitants of the
blobs of the elements of artistic design~rude, it may be, but
~tilt exbibhlng a capacity for improvement. He died on
Thursday afternoon at La Palisse, Department de L’Allier,
where he was stopped, by illness ~hen on his way from the
field of his interesting labours towards Switzerland. He was
at the time travelling with his attached friend and fellow-
labourer, M. Lartet, whose wife was also of the party. An
eminent physician from Paris was summoned without delay ;
but every e~fort to arrest the disease~which was inflammation
of the lumzs~proved unavailing, and he died shortly after the
arrival of~his l~rother, who had hastened to the scene. The
tats Mr. Christy was iu bis fifty-sixth year, end iu the prime
and vigour of manhood, ttis life was ten,crated tO wor]~sof
beneficence During the Irish famine be devoted himself per-
sonally to tbe mitigation of the disease and suffering wbich
had awakened his beuevolent sympathy, and his own lifo
nearly fell a sacrifice to his efforts in this good eau~. He was
a mau of ain~,ularly varied endowments, and too~ as much

m dl~nensin knowledge as he did in its acquisition.pleasure" - P . g- - ,J -~;~h ho had not visited.There wcra law parts ot me worm --,~
k.ome of them a~ain and again ; and the Arabs of Algeria, the

ross of We~ern’Africa and America, the Indians of thenag ¯ -, - ..... colonic% and the oppressed in S~rie,Britisn ~ortn 2,mencnuhave reason to bless bim as a benefactor no less than the poor
f his own country. He was a man who sought not fame; he
o~,,~ to do ~ood" by stealth; and thosew.ho k.new him_and
m an’)" who ne~er saw his face, will ever cnensn ms memu,/.
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CAPE COAST CASTLE NATIVE FEMALE SCKOOL,

GOLD COAST, WEST AFRICA.
£ s.d.

Contributions previously announced . ¯ 164 1 0
Mrs. Joseph Moseley thankfully aekuowledgea the

following further donations :~
Mrs.’Gibson, Saffron Walden, Essex . 2 0 0
Andrew Moseley, Esq., Edenhurst, Fulham . . 5 0 0
Further information will be gladly given by llS’s. Youyh

.Moseley, 2, Montagu-street, Portman-square, London. Messrs.
Rivington, Waterloo-place, Pall.mall, Mr. George Parker,
Librarian, Itigh-street, Fulham, S W., and Miss Webb, Secre-
tary to the Society for Promoting Female Education in the East,
15, Shaftesbury.cre.~cen~, Pimlico, S.W, have kindly consented
to ireccivo subscriptions and donations.
L~

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, PRICE 5<I., b~AMPED.
You are earnestly requested to allow your name to be added to the

!istofyearly subscribers. Price 5s. per annum for each copy, payable
tn advauce. AFRTC.~.N-A1D Son]Err. 8, Ade~phi-terrace,

Strand. W.C, London.
N.B. Post-office orders for Subscriptions to the .4frican Tirat.~ to be

made payable to WM. J. Jo-sso.% 1~1. Fleet-street, at the General
Post.office. London.

ENLARGE3IENT OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
.drrmi~ements are ruskin# with a view of enlarging th~ form of this
j~urnal, commeneiny with the number fir July, fhe fir,~ of the
the fiflh relume. We hops our friends will mak~ a poin~ of era.

ployhT their infl, tenee to oMain for it new ~u~seriber~ ; extending
the s2here of it, influence, and encouraging u~ in our dfforts for
the ,’ndustrial, raoral, and Christian deraffon of the Mfrican
people.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.
We deeply regret that the necessity of concluding the publicatiou

of Colonel Ord’s Report in our next nnmber compels us to defer for
the present many interesting and importaut communications.

|

TUESD.~ Y~ M’d y 23, 1865,

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY.
John H. Gurney, Esq., M.P. (annuM) ¯ £1 1 0William M’Coskry, Esq., Loges (annual) . 1 i 0Richard lobe, Esq., Bathurst . . 1 1 0Right Hen. Lord Calthorpe (annual) . 21 0 0Company of African Merchants 5 0 0

GENERAL OBSERVA’TIONS.
The new President of the United States has offered a reward

of 100,000 dollars for the apprehension of President Davis, and
10,000 dollars for prominent members of the late Confederate
Government.
The British Troops from Lagos have driven the Egbas (Abeo-

kutans) from before Ikorodu. The rockets and ]Infield rifles
produced great haven among them.
The following are, it is said, to be examined before the House

of Commons Committee during the next month: Governors
Pine, Blackall and D’Arcy, Colonel Coumu, Colonel O’Connor,
Mr. Ross, late Colonial Secretary at Cape Coast, &c.
The people in Natal do not agree with Colonel Ord about

roads. "What wonder," they say, "that trade is suffering, when
transport is impeded and difficult." They clamour for a perfect
system of roads throughout the colony.
Major Jones, now acting Governor of the Gold Coast, agrees
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with the late Duke of Wellington, and not with Colonel0rd,
about road~. Majoi" Jones, traversing the A quapim moun z~
on his way to Kroboo, has obtained a promme ~rom the Akra ~g
King to complete that section of the Basle Missionary.i .d,
betweet Aburi and Abokobi. If he does this there will the be
forty-five miles of cart road from Accea to the interior.
Bullocks arc now ample ed intractmn on the Baqe MtY " ~ "s~iona .road, between Acorn and Abokobi. .Four gift, with her,el, ~

now driven on tMs road bg re~iden~s of Accra /
There are prisoners in lamer :Fort., Aecra, who have been t re

waitingf~r trial for above twelve months, because the En~ sb
judge neglects to come down from Cape Coast.

Mr. Tobiu~ mauegi/~g director of the Company of African
Merchants, in giving evidence before the Committee of the ]~ou.~
cf Commons, said that he looked forward to an t’rarafa~# t~reaa
of the trade of West Africa, both with British settlements and
with native ports. Many new articles of export from the Coast
to England were likely to become very important.
The Sierra Leone Industrial .E. xhibition was closed by the

Governor on the 22nd April. Hm Excellency stated that the
success had even execeded his anticipations. Governor Blackall
comes home to give evidence before the Committee.
Another Kafir war seems immiv eat ; and well-informed people

at the Cape of Good Hope attribute it entirely to the vacillating
policy--or utter want of policy~of the Governor, Sir Philip
Wodehou~. Colonial Governors seem to bc an ex pensive luxury.

THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE.
Gnm~z surpfi~ has been expressed at our not offering ourselves,
or accepting the invitation, to be examined before the committee.
As Editor of the dfriran ~qm~, all the pulsations of the
eivilised heart of the various settlements reach us. We am
depositaries of the de~res of individuals (with many of which
wohave no sympathy); our letter box is like the lion’s mouth
a~ venice tor ¢leuunciations of evil doings on the Coast--and
the capabilities ~d the obstacles, in the various settlements,
he,me neces~rily kn~0~ to’Us though the variety of detail
wmen we receive. ~t might, therefore, naturally be, at first
sight, expected that we should give evidence before the com-
mittee. But while recoguising the great necessity of some
Parliamentary inquiry into the past and present of the West
African settlements, ~. a guido for the future, we differed so
entirely with the spirit and object avowed in calling the present
committee into being, that we have felt it to be our duty to
abstain from appearing before it. Our ideas of British duty
towards Africa, and of the moral and Christian, as well as lade:.
trim obligations of this great country, which, with all its defects,
does undoubtedly stand at the head of the Christian civilization
of the age, ere such as we esnoot compromise. If the committee
had been moved for in the spirit of desire, on the part of our
public men, to advance the work of industrial development and
of Christian civilization in West Africa--if the object of inquiry
had been stated as to what measures might be best adopted,
with a due regard to publio economy, for making the British
settlements most effectually subserve those great ends and aims,
then wo should have had no doubt of its being our duty to
appear personally in the matter. But an inquiry with the
object of ascertaining the minimum of occupation and influence
to which we were bound by pure]y selfish national interests,
with a view of restraining the future action of this great Christian
and industrial country within the narrowest possible limits in
West Africa, for the solo aud only object of economising a few
miserable thousands of poum]s annually to that exchequer which
could formerly grant as one item alone a subvention of 14,000/.
a-year to the African Company in aid of its slave-trade e~ts-
blishmenta on the Gold Coast--no---in this we felt that we
could not appear.
,A!.t.he ~me time, we fully recognised that our abstention
snouts ~ omy personal. As Editor of the 21friean ~’m~, and as
,~cung honorary Secretary of the African-Aid Society, we have
endeavoured to direct such evidence to the committee-room a~
might bring the actual condition of the various settlements into
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~leave no doubt as to the degree in which British
’Vie , . . ¯
authority there~notwzthstandmg its confessedly low aims and
the too frequent sins of omission and commission by its agents--
has subserved aud is subserving those great purposes of Christian
civilization and industrial development which ought to bc the
avowea objects of this nation.
The Council of the African-Aid Society has recogaised the

fall importance of the occasion, and has not been lax in per-
forming the duties of its great self-imposed minion. And we
are happy to think that we perceive, as a result of some of the
independent evidence brought before the Committee, that the
original low aims aud views of the inquiry have give~a place to a
better and more noble feeling. It seemed to us that the important
evidence of the Roy. Mr. Sohenk, the Bate missionary from the
Gold Onset, on which we greatly relied, was heard with interest
and conviction. And we eanubt refrain from giving cur tribute
of praise to the chairman of the committee, Mr. Adderley, for
the evident desire he has eviueed for a full, impartial, and wide
inquiry, and for the dignified courtesy with which he has cou7
duoted it.

WEST AFRICAN SETTLEMENTS.
No. 1.~Tax Gx~_r~Is.

The inquiry before a Committee of the House of Commons
places one at least of these settlements’the Gambia Colony~
in a position of great uucertaiuty. We have" seen hitherto but
little ground for hope that any recommendation will be made or
any system be adopted of a nature to procure the industrial
development and Christian civilization of those important dis-
tricts of Africa which may be reached by the Gambia.
The evident desire to get rid of M’Carthy’s Island, so that a

river eteam-packet or gunboat may also be dispensed with; to
limit the action of the executive at Bathurst with respect to the
natives on either bank, as well as in the upper portion of the
river, within the narrow eat possible bounds; andre throw the
local government entirely upon local r~ources,.polnts to a future
for that river, of which disorffer, unrepressed vtorence, anot otoo -
shed--an active internal slave-traders cruel fanatic Moham-
medan propaganda~diminished production--total trading in-
security--depopulation, and ruin, may be safely predicted.
: We cannot imagine that such a prospect can be agreeable to
any one, with the exeeptiop, of course, of those enlightened, few
who look to the triumph and forcible establishment of ~lo~am-
medanism, with its morally elevating harems, its polygamy, its
slavery, its ennobling creed, in which "the degrading doctrines
of original sin"* have no place, as the only great salvation in
store for Africa l
But although we do not at all think that it isthe duty of the

British Government to resist by force of arms that Mussulman
political advance in Africa, which has, at le~t, the one redeem-
ing good of abolishing the eecriflce of humau beings under the
bloody superstitions of hea~.henism, we cannot regard such a policy
in the Oambia as we have deemed to be imminent, without
reprobating, and protesting earnestly, against it.
Why, under such circumstances, should Great Britain purpose

i to retain its Oambia settlement ? It has been necessary as a
check to the foreign stave-trade. But Africa, in every part,
needs much more than this. Merely to destroy the foreign
slave-trade will not now save her. If a man has Swallowed
large quantitea of active poison, something more is needed for his
cure than that he should be kept from repeating the doses.
Some remedy must be administered. The remedies in the case cf
Africa generally, and certainly in the Gambia, ore the rule of a
civilizing sovereign power, determined to keep in control, by
native voluntary acquiescence or by force, the savage end super-
stitious passions of a debased people~the enforced substitution
of peace for war--the introduCtiOn of eiviliz~ means and ap-
pliauees for stimulating productive industry and commerce~
the influence of moral and Christian example--and the propa-
gation of a pure Christianity.
This, consistently pursued, would evidence a system. Hitherto

¯ Barton’s "Wanderings in West Afrlc~." V01. I., p. 255.

there has not been any system, but only a succession of fluctuating
and changing expedients to serve temporary purposes. Hitherto all
that has been done is, to hold the setflemeqts for purposes of
slave-trade repression--to raise as much revenue as possible to-
ward the expenses, and to squander it as uselessly as possible
among pluralist negro-despislng ofiici~ls--give some sort,of hos-
pital roller--administer some sort of justice--redress s~mo wrong*
~talk loudly of British civilization, aud exhibit more of its vicc~
thau of its virtues. For it is absurd here, as elsewhere in
Western Africa, to deny the fact that, with a few honourablo
exceptions, Qo~ernment employge, and mercantile agents ha~o
shown most pernicious and evil examples.
But at present there seems to be no hope of any other system

being adopted than one of increased abstentlon--an enlarged
laiv.~ fairs for all African evils, based upon economical considem-
tions--viz., the saving yearly of a certain small number of
pounds sterling. Oar national obligations as regards Africa are
repudiated; and the warmest ofilcial advocates of the settlement
only justify the retention as helping to carry out certain cads of
British policy.
We are not satisfied with this. Vie claim more for the Gum-

bin. We say that the British people and Government are not
justified in making it merely subservient to certain British views
and policy.
In a document printed and distributed by Mr. Foster (of

Messrs. Foster and Smith), endeav0uring to prove that he has
been the Deus benefieem, .Dens ~, of West Africa, he
sneeringly insinuates that the Gambia would be better taken care
of for the purposes of trade and commerce by the French than
by the English, aud alludes to the well-known French desire to
obtain it and add it to its Government of Senegal.
We have formerly oppo~d, end successfully, any cession of

theGambia by Great Britain, to France. But, if the British
policy there is to be such as has been shadowed forth in
questions and answers in the committee-room, we arc inclined
to withdraw our opposition--nay more, to recommend what we
most ardently opposed. The _tesrtimony to the. entire discon-
tinuance of the slave,trade, unuer any name or pretext, by
France,. has been geueral and convincing. On slave-trade sup-
l~ression grounds there would now consequently bo no loss by
the substitution of FrenCh for British rule is the Gambia. If,
therefore, because of economical considerations--because of the
uoverty of its exchequer, event Britain declines to exercise such
jurisdiction over the river and the natives along its banks, from
the eea to M’Carthy’s Island, as will as effectually repress
violence, robbery, and war, stimulate production and com-
merce, and aid voluntary efforts for the dissemination of
Christianity, we see no justification in her retaining the Gambia,
provided the French Government will Consen~ to acquire it on
reasonable terms, end under such stipulations for entire freedom
of trade, and protection to Christian missions, as we &el con-
vinced the enlightened Emperor of the French would willingly
ogres to. Possessing both the Senegal und the Gambia, aud
having already a preponderating influence iu the neighbouring
rivers south of thc latter, and supposed to be in their upper
portions in near proximity to it, as the Senegal is to the north-
ward, the French Government, which fortunately for African
civilization, still possesses sufficient pecuniary resources to enable
her to expcnd a few thou~nds a-year for bringing the ever-
warring natives under a peaceful restraint, asthc only foundation
for future enlarged production, commerce, and civilization,
might, in a short time, succced iu giving ancw aspect to regions
whose fcrtilitv is beyonr] dispute, and which possess an
adequate popu~tlon inclined to agr cultural pursuit.~.
For British reasons we should indeed deei, iymdeeply dcploro

such a cession Of the Gambia to France. To retire from
British territory in any part of the world is a serious thing;
but if we are to abandon ever)" nobIe, Christian, and humani-
tarian, as well as commercial aspiration at the dictum of a
miserable economy, our country would only be dishonoured by a
longer stay at the Gambia. Better leave it at once, while we
have still some rags of reputation remaining from past benefits
conferred.
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CONFLICT OF AUTHORITIES AT CAPE COAST.

Gow.a.’~oa Fm~, who has returned to Eogland by th/s month’s
mail to give erldence before the Committee of the House of
Commons, is either one of the most calumniated of men, or one
ef the most incompetent and unfit to rule. We have been com-
pelled to allude from time to time to the discredit into which
the Cape Coast Governor had fallen among the natives. The
discontent of the Eastern Provinces has been very loudly ex-
prosed; and now we have an open conflict of powers at Cape
Coast it=elf, where, if anywhere, it would be supposed that the
authority of the Governor would be respected.
In addition to the very temperate and clever letter in another

column signed "Gold Coast, ’ we have ouito a number of oth,,-~
seth g forth the alleged incompetency and dtseredit of the Go-
vcrnor and Government. They are none of them such as we
choose to publish verbsiim. Our work is the correction of
abuses, nnd of all that impedes advancement, which includes
necessarily the exposure of the former. But beyond this we do
not care to go. We do not wish to crush a man beneath a
heaped.up catalogue load of improprieties and errors- of flagrant
nnd di_screditing omi~ions and commissions. We have steadily
rem~cd to publish anything that had reference to other than what
may be properly called the official life and acts of the authorities,
although no Governor or other depositary of power, especially in
such a phce us Cope Coast, can be said to have any private life--
becau~ all he says and does must have influence either for good
or for harm, either for the advan~ment of morality and good
principles, or the rever~--either to increase or to deerea~ the
lore~tO# of the ruler or the judge. And a half-clvilized people
are generally very shrewd ob~rvers of what is wrong, although
they may be very evil doers themselves.
But it is of so much importance to the Gold Coast. territories

that the British power should be there
do~deUlPh~d~

that we cannot pass over in silence the :~tPeeCtt~
alluded to. We gave an account in our last of the installation
of the first Christian King of Cape Coast We published a very
praiseworthy speech made by the King. Before his election th~
royal stool had been for rather a long tlme vacant. The king- ]
ship of Cape Coastmof a town under the very walls of Caoool
Coast Castle, and within which town (from the time when an 
influx of troops took place at the Castle during the Ashantee
War) the Governor and other Civil authorities have been actually
residing--was looked upon as a matter of so little consequence, [
that some of the best English friends of the Gold Coast have
been of opinion that no such person ought to be recognised.

Governor, before the King left, informed him, in t~
Majesty, that he could no longer recognise him as ~h~e~°.t fief
,t~ape Coast, and very properly, that he would not al[o~ ~g of
nave prisons in Cape Coast Town. - ~ ~o
The court gave damages and costs against the King’s magh

irate, who had refused to oppeor.
The verdict of the court had to be carried into effecL

Warrants were granted to bring the body of the defendaat~ if hs
did not pay. He refi3sed to pay or to aurrendel; and there were
threats on the part of the King and his aanerenta that ’, blood
should be shed rather than that they would submit." The
Governor called on the military force for protection, the guards
were doubled, the troops under arms, forty rounds of ammunitiou
served out, the forts were garrisoned, grape shot was ready, and
&reat excitement prevailed. 0f course the threat of violence by
the Cape Coast people was all moonshine. But on the Chief
Constable again demanding payment of the fine and costs, an
be’_mg again refused, "his Exeelleney," to suets the ~,^-~--, cl
mtbr.mant, "was ultimately vrevailed UV~n to ~a~’~’~-~° ~
himself ¯ ; - ,- *" J ,,,~ omount, and take the Kings note to pay on demand"[ The
King boasts that the Gerernor did not dare to exact, but has
himself paid the money; and emboldened by the impunity thus
obtained, the King has inflicted very heavy fines upon near
the. whole family of the man who had been so ira,reverie ~,~Y
¯ ~ is said that he ersis " . ,, - -- ,--o~..,,.p is m exachno payment of these fines, and
thus the family may be ruined, or reduced to the condition of
/mwn~, unless the Queen’s authorities effectively interfere.
Now this is not to govern. A governor should never make an

assumption of authority, either for himself or for the tribunals
connected with his Government, without a determination to
uphold and to vindicate it, more especially ia the presence of a
barbarous or semi-civilized people, who look upon all concedes
as acknowledgment of weakness. When he stretches out his
hand in the Queen’s name, he impairs the Queen’s authority by
withdrawing it. We have given prominence to this matter,
although other very grave ones are before us, because it has been
a settled policy under the Protectorate, and there is perhaps
nothing in which British rule has been so beneficial as in restrain.
tag the exercise of arbitrary (for it is always arbitrary) kin
and chief power throughout the territories, and preventing rheumg,
among other things, from levying ruinous fines and otherwd_se
impoverishing their subjects. Mr. Pine unhappily departed
from this wise policy in a very serious way when he allowed
King Abomah, in the camp of Ajimakoom, in 1863, to execute a
man who was accused, but never proved to be guilty, of murder.
But we will not enter upon that eac-e. The kings and ebief~But the new King seems to have taken his dignity and position have no revenues to satisfy themselves and their creatures but

and power seriously--to have looked upon them as facts to be what arises from fines they inflict, and costa they exact inasserted, and not mere myths. He has appointed magistrates, I cases brought before them; and while there is a shadow of

one of whom bears the title of Chief Magistrate, and taken other British authority in the country, they cannot be allowed to do

~ e are very sorry to see that the new King of Cape Coast has thusbegun at what ~eems to usto be the wrong end. If he is permittedjest, and ~id to he himself a British subject, though his family
to exercise the power he seems to demand in this instance, thereare natives of Cape Coast, withiu~his clutchs% refuses to allow

him to make a journey on which his master had sent him, and
on his disputing the authority which detained him, and’asserting
his right to leave, orders him to be thrown violently to the
ground by some haft-dozen of his myrmidons, and there severely
flogged. :Itis master, on the facts coming to his knowledge, com.
plalncd to the Governor, who, as in duty bound, immediately in.
terfered. The King of Cape Coast, however, came forward and
took upon himself the responsibility of what had occurred.
Communications take place between Governor and King, and the
former considers himself treated with so much insolence, that he
counsels and authorises the bringing a civil action for damages
against the King’s magistrate, who had committed the offence.
This order of civil action, instead of erim trial proceedings, was in
itself weakness ; but the Governor is reported to have promised
that he would insist on the payment of any damages that mi ht
he awarded. We cannot enter at length into al[the detailgof
interviews between the Governor and his counsellors and the
King, in which his ExcelIency’s efforts failed so much, that the

will be au end of allrestraining influence throughout the terri-
tories, Other kings and chiefs will do as he does. And being

~rct?uesmest partPagans, and at a dist a.nee from the forts, willvuo much worse than we behove he would as a Chris.
tian professor ever do beneath the guns of Cape Coast Castle.
We can only imagine that be has taken it for grauted that the
B~ti_sh_Government !ntendds .to re_strict the British occupation and
~.~:u~ m me.mere torts, when Mr. Yine imposed the spirit licencenu~y ny oramauee, without consulting the native chiefs, which we
behev.~ to have been contrary to all precedent, the people re-
msea to pay, justifying their refusal, not only on the’ground of
preccdentand right, but also of the contents of speeches in Eng-
land, and published dezpatches when the army was withdrawn
from the Praab, in 1864. The whole question of the Protectorate
has thus been raised by the natives as well as by the British Par-
liament, and the sooner some decision is come to as to what is to
be {he future British policy with regard to the Gold Coast terri-
tories the better. Meanwhile, let us at least have firm and
prudent governors and other autborifies there.
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CLOSE OF TKE CML WAR IN AMERICA.
T~ ~edersl Government haa triumphed. Richmond, invested
on all sides by overwhelming forces, could no longer be held by
the Confederates. The President Davis and his Government
secretly left it; ~eneral Lee, at}or some bloody conflicts,
evacuated xt, an~, noj,~y pu~uea and deserted by the great bulk
of his troops, wno mseanaea, he entered into arrangements with
General Grant, by which he and his remaining forces were
allowed to return quietly to their homes. Since then Johnstone
has accepted from General Sherman similar terms for himseff and
his army. But as neither Lee nor Johnstone was able to make
any terms for President Davis, the members of his Government,
the late Co afederate senators, repre~ntstives, &o., President Davis
was by late accounts in flight toward the Trues-Mississippi
countries, under an escort of 2,000 cavalry. As he was believed
to carry a considerable amount of specie with him, there was a
hot pursuit; and the belief generally entertained was that 50
could not possibly effect his escape.
Thus ends this great struggle. The full emancipation of all

African slaves throughout the South having been decreed by the
Federal Legislature and Government, we are bound now, there-
fore, to consider that elavery--negre slavery in the United States
of America--is at an end! It is yet too soon to know what
measures will be adopted by the Government to make the transi-
tion from slavery to freedom a safe one for those millions thus
emancipated. But they are freed/ the yoke has fallen item the
neck of millions, and san never again be replaced there. The
great war has had a great result; and however opinions may
have differed as to the conflict, the heart of England rejoices
with those who from chattels--mere goods to be used and trans-
ferred at pleasure of another--have become really acknowledged
by the law as men, women, and children ] God grant they may
make a good use of the inestimable boon they have thus acquired
at the cost of so much blood. Aa slaves they hung like a mill-
stone during the late struggle on the neck of their masters ; as
freemen, restored to all the rights of human beings, we hope they
will prove to be a new"element of %tmngth and wealth to the
country they inhabit, until their hearts or the hearts of their
children be moved to carry Christianity and civilization to that
Africa whence their forefathers were so cruelly torn to gratify an
accursed thirst of gain.
Let Africa rejoice! We deem it impossible, after this great

result, that negro slavery can much longer exist in Cuba and the
Brazlls. Slave importations to the former from Africa we look
upon as virtually at an end. They will no longer be permit&ed
by the United States and England, even though the Spanish
Government should desire to continue in its evil course with
regard to that monster iniquity, the foreign slave-trade. We
almost hope and believe that not even one cargo more will cross
the Atlantic from Africa ; and the influenca thin must have upon
such countries as Dahomey cannot fail to be favourablo to
humanity and progress.

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN.
news of President Lincoln’s a~ssinafiou caused an almost

univcrsal thrill of horror. By the intelligence immediately
preceding it--of General Lee’s capitulation, the occupation of
Richmond, in which the President himself had taken part, and
the great breaking up of the Confederate power in all directions--
President L~ucoln seemed to have attained to a pinnacle .of
greatness which arrested men’s minds, and drew them toward
him in wonder and expectation. How would he use his great
power ? All rejoiced in England that there were indieations he
would use it with that moderation which iu such a case is true
wisdom. Under God hehad become the great arbiter of lifo and
death, of fortune and ruin, among millions who had lately denied
his authority. But behold the instability of human greatne~--of
the grardeur of man, who~ "breath is in his nostrils," and who
may be huffed in a moment from the highest pinnacle of earthly
pride and ambition into that grave which yawns for ua all, and
to appear at the bar of God, where all must give an account of
the deeds done in the body--hurled, not even by one of the
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thousand ordinary agents which cut the thread of life, but by
the hand of some madman---some wretched caitiff who may have
determined to achieve notoriety and fame even as a murderer.
President Lincoln had passed unscathed through the stormy tide
of excited passions, the flood of which had surged around him
during the four preceding years: and seemed to have reached
safety as well as grandeur, when, on the evening of Friday, the
14th of April--in this year, called Good Friday---on the day
marked in the Christian world for the commemoration of the
death on the Cross of the .world’s Redeemer--on the evening of
Good Friday, the 14th April, in a box at the theatre in Washing-
ton, a ball from the pistol of a wretched dupe of evil passions
passed through his brain, and left him, after a few more hours of
unconscious life, a corpse. Sic transit gloria mun~i may indeed
well be written here. The foul murder of P~esident Lincoln is
an awful les~an. "What influence it may have on the course of
arrangements between North and South, and as regards the mil-
lions of emancipated Africans, we know not; but this we do
know, that "The wrath of man worketh not the righteeusne~
of God."

COPY OF THE REPORT OF COL. ORD,
THE COMMISSIONER APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO TIIE CON-
DITION OF THE BRITISH SETTLE.~IENTS ON THE WEST COAST
OF AFRICA.

Reportof t~ Commff$~oner al~PointeJ to [n~.ir~ into the Condidoa offh2 Br~t~h Settlements on the West Co,Jr of Africa.

(continued from our last Number.)
Th~ stalement of the Chamber of Commerce that 90~L is the whole

sum devoted by the colony to education al purposes ia not strictly correct,
au examination of the estimates showing other grants amounting
altogether to 37M. for schoolmasters, rent of schools, &e., and making
the total contribution of the colony 6~01. It cannot be deniecl that.
compared with the means of the settlement, and the appropriation it
makes for other objects, it Would be neglecting one of its most
obvious duties, were ~t to leave the education of its people dependent
solely on the expenditure of so small a sum as this; bat the plea
alleged by the local Government for tha limitation of its eWorts !n this
direction is, that very extensive funds have long ~een, anu stin are,
appropriated through other agencies to this importaut work, and that
until this aid be wRhdrawn or diminished, great assistauce from the
revenue is not required. The educational establishments of the
colony which receive no help from its funds, are the schools for the
liberated Africans, maintained by the Church Missionary Society,
with the assistance of the Jmpcrial Government, at a cost of about
2,700/. a year. The society farther supports entirely the Fourah Bay
College at an expense of 700L per anuum, the Grammar School
in Freetown costing 1S0/. per annum, and the Female Educational
Institution at au outlay of nearly 800/. a-year. Moreover, the
village schools, in connection with the native pastorate, are main-
tained at an expense of 4001. a year, which is furnished partly by the
children’s payment, and partly by aid from Home.. .
Thc total amount devoted annually for eaucadonat purposes in

connection with the Church Missionary Society, is therefore 4.700/.,
and if to thi~ be added 150L furnished by the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel, and about the same from the L*td~ Huntingdon
Ministry, even omitting the Wesleyaus, Baptists, mdependeut~.
Romau Catholics, and other Christian churches, the amount of whose
contributions it has been impossible to obtain with exactness, it will
be seeu that the cause of education in Sierra Leone does not need
more assistance from the Government thau it at present receives.
The colony supports, at an expen.~ of between 3.000L and 4.000/.,

a hospital, a lunatic asylum, aud a hospital for incurables. The
benefits conferred by the~e institutions are thoroughly appreciated by
!he people, and a considerable amount is received in pavmeot for the
support and treatment of patients.
~ho natives to the north of the settlements are chiefly Mandinge%

who differ in no essential particular from those at Gambia, who have
been already described; they cultivate the ground-nut and bring
also to the colouy benisced, palm kernels, horses, cattle, and hides.
Iu the immediate vicinity are found the Timmanees. a quiet Pagau
race, engaged in agriculture.
All the.so people are under chiefs who govern larger or smaller

commuulties, according to their wealth aud influence, aud with many
of them, occupying the coast from thn River Pougas on the north, to
the River Gallinas on the south, and to a distance of four days’
journey up the Sierra Leone river, the Government has established

t
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relations. This has been done by treaties, which stipulate thai the
slave trade sball be abolished, that perfect freedom of trade shall be
allowed in their countries, and their canoes permitted to come to our
ports; that British subjects shall be protected, and if they commit
offences, shall be sent to Sierra Leone for trial. In return they
receive stipends varying flora 5l. to 100/., and involving a total cost
to tile local Goverr~ment of nearly 1,400L a-year. It was urged by
the Chamber of Commerce that’this money was ill bestowed, but
this is not established on inquiry. No doubt some of the treaties
are with chiefs whose influence’has greatly diminished since they
were entered into; and, as no provision was made for ouch a con-
tingency, there may be a few cases out of the whole seventy-nine in
which the stipend is paid without an adequate return.
In the majority of instances, however, this is not the ease; the

treaties are generally faithfully observed, and, where they are broken
by the l’cople, it is found that~ threat ofwlthdrawing his subsidy has
generally the effect of inducing the chief to compel the offenders to
make restitution.
It is uuquestionablc that by means of the~ treaties the Sierra

Leone Government exercises an influence over a large extent of
country from which it would otherwise be excluded--an influence
which is most useful in securing the safety of its trade and the
protection of its people, as well as enabling it to interfere on
occasions between the natives themselves, not only greatly to their
advantage, but often for the security and peace of the settlement.
The slave-trade, understanding thereby the export of slaves to

America, is unknown iu Sierra Leone; but as dementia slavery
exists in every part ef the continent not under British rule, it has
eonstautly happened that the natives, whilst engaged in transporting
pnrchased or kidnapped slaves from one part of the country to
another, find they have brought themselves within tim reach ef
British authority, which at onee restores their slaves to liberty.
Attbeugb demotic slavery certainly existed in the Sherbro and

Quialt territories before their ecquisition by the Government, there
is.no reason whatever to believe that persons in this condition are
now to be found there; this eircumstauce is the more curious since
the dif~culty’of eradicating domestio slaver, y from any locality over
which we could with advantage exercl~ control, has hitherto been
the great obstacle to our adopting such a step on other parts of the
coast. One cause of this result is(that there ~-ere not in these terri.
tories any large proprietors of slaves. Moreover, from the proximity
of Sierra Leone, with /ts large free population, there would he tess
sympathy here for slavery than in any other part of the coast. It is
certain that ou the cession of these territories no complaints were
made hy the chiefs on the liberation of their slaves ; probably there
were not many in this condition, and if so, fromthis cause and that
last mentioned, they would become free without its attracting much
notice, or their ow’ners thinking it worth while to struggle against
this result.
Although the presence ef our settlements at Sierra Leone and the

fGramb!a has had the effect of driving away the slave trade entirelyom tee neighbourhood of botb, there remains a small space of coast
near the Nunez river, about midway between the two, and with
wbieh neither has ever had much communication, containing many
rivers and creeks well suited for the purpose of the traffic, For a
number of years tile presence of a portion of the ~uadrou on the
northern part of the coast Was found sufficient to keep in check the
slave trade at this soot, and it is believed that of late years net a
slave was exported from theuee. In February, 186L it was, however,
decided to withdraw altogether the cruisers from the northern coast,
aug the resuIt was that in September last a vessel with slaves ou
board was dcspatched from thence under circumstances which wit]
be found detailed in the Appendix (letter A). There cau be 
doubt but that the attentieu of the cruisers will now be again
directed to tbls locality, and that there will be an immediate ee~a-
lion of the trade; but the circumstance shows the readiness with
which, if the npening be afforded, it can be restored iu a place from
which it may for a long time have been altogether bauished.
In point ef heahhine~ Sierra Leone does not contrast unfavour-

ably with any other settlement.~: Indeed, the garri~n, who are
quartered on a hill 409 feet high and overlooking the town, are
.-ingularly exempt from epidemics end from the more fatal form of
African fever. It is now a subject of regret with many ef the
inhabitants, that they did not originally establish their permanent
residences, er at least counlry houses, on the high lands surrouodinz
the town, when at an elevation of 3.000 feet they would have been
entirely free from the dangers to which they are now expend in the
low-lying gronnd of Freetown, where eli their houses are situated.

GOLD COAST.
The territory on the Gold Coast which is recognised as British
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consists of a large number of torts aud posts, many of them abao
doned or in ruins which have come. into our possession, e]t.~," ~’° " o’-"
settlement. , capture, or _purchase, d,:rmg the last 200 years,_ touet~y~ .....
ruth the line of the sea-coast adjacent to them.

The Dutch Government also possesses many 2ostsand forts on the
same line of coast, aug it is understood an_a auow.ea n7 t.tae nativesthat whatever portion of the seaboard is not Dutch ~s t~ntish territory
The territory actually under occupation at the present time e~,~"

eists (in addition to the coast) of the Fort of Dixcovo, in the AhB.n’~a
country ; of Cape Coast Castle, and Aunamaboa Fort, !n the Fantee ;
Winnebeh, in the Agoonah country, ann or accra, m the aistrict
of the same name. Quittah Fort, on the River Volta, has not been
occupied since l~b6. . , . , . .
Immediately in rear of the 300 miles oi coast .along whiela these

posts are situated, and extending to a distance o[ about eighty miles
inland, is a country inhabited by a number of native tribes, the
principal of whom ere the Wassaws, Denkeras, Akims, hastes, and
Fantees, the whole of whom, with the exception of a small number
residing immediately iu rear of some of the Dutch posts, are included
in what is termed the " Protectorate."
To the eastward of the settlements is situated the powerful and

barbarous kingdom of Dshomey, and to the north of the Protectorate
extends the equally powerful and barbarous kingdom of Ashantee.
The protected tribes thus form a complete barrier between the
colony and these two warlike and dangerous bodiee of savages.
The history of the :Protectorate is so little understood tffat it may

be as well to give an outline of the eircomstauces which led to its
establishment. At the beginning of the last century the Ashante~,
who are supposed to have come from the interior and to have been
compelled to move southward by a .pressure from thence, atteeked
and subdued some of the more powerful of the tribes who now form
the northern part of the Protectorate. Moving steadily onwards,
about 1760 they had extended their conquests so far south as to
excite some apprehension in the minds of the European settlers on
the coast; and in 1800 had forcibly suhdued tim whole couutry from
the seaboard of the Assince River on the wzst, to the mouth of the
Volta on the east, excepting only a small crescent embracing the
Fantees, and a few other small tribes situated immediately in rear ef
the settlements.
Emboldened by the success which had hitherto attended their pro-

gress, and encouraged no doubt by the hope of acquiring, or at least
sharing the benefits which they soon found resulted from a closer
contact with Europeans, the Asbantees, at the commencement of the
the present century, attacked the Fantee3 and the remaining uncon-

~oUered tribes whom the settler% with a selfish but mistaken regardr their own interest, left to their fate.
In 1807 the Ashantees were masters of the whole country, and had

eveu attacked and taken one of the European settlements. With the
British they came once into collision, but were repulsed, and their
further aggressions worn averted by au engagement on the part of
the authorities not to assist the Fantees. During the next few years
so bitter was the yoke imposed on the conquered nations, that several
of them combined aud revolted against it, but without success; the
Ashantees not oniy maintained their hold over the country, but ereu
threatened Cape Coast, whose safety was only purchased by discredit-
able concessions. This state of things/asted until 1817, tile unhappy
Fantees continuing to suffer the greatest oppression at the hands of
their conquerors, when it was thought by the authoritiee at Cape
Coast advisable to attempt to negotiate with the Ashantee~, with the
view of establishing peace on a secure footingand ~romotin_~ the
prosecution of lawful trade. The mission which’was sent was much
struck, in passing through Assin and Fantee, with the traces of d~o-
Iation which the Ashantees had everywhere lef~ behiud: "Not a
vestTge of cultivation was to be seen, aud heaps of ruined villages
appeared on every side, round which the miserable natives stalked
with the gaunt aud sullen aspect of famine and despair."
The result of this missioh was the conclusion of a treaty by

which the Fanlees, who were now reduced to the position of tribu-
taries of Asheutes, were placed under a sort of protectorate of the
British, it being stipulated that the king should Uot engage in
hostilities against them, even in case of their aggre~ion, without
previous reference to the Governor of Cape Coast. This treaty did
not produe~ the benefits which had been anticipated, the slaved redo
progressed to the injury of legitimate commerce, and induced a
general state of lawlessue~s and disregard of live and property .through-
out the country.
A fresh treaty was concluded with the Ashanteea in 1819 which

was disavowed by the local authorities, aud in 1822 the Imperial
Government, having assumed the control of the forts and settlements,
placed them under the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone, and sent out Sir
Charles M’Carthy as Gore ruor in Chief.
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Sir O. M’Carthy on his arrival found our relations with the
Ashantees in so unsatisfactory a stats that he appears to have felt
that there wasno way ot establishing peace but by the sword. War
was soon oeclarea, enu m January 18’24, Sir C. M’Carthy and the
force under hie ~derawe~ destroyed by an invading army of
Ashantees. uapo uoast wasue was then invested, and, but for a panic
amongst th.o !evader% might have been captured; late in the year
18"26 the whole power ot the settlement with aid from home being
brought to bear upon them, the Ashantecs were completely defeated
and driven from the country.,::
An unanimous spirit of resistauee to the Ashanteee was now

aroused in every tribe from the Assinee to the Volta, but several
years elapsed before the efforts of the_ British au!horities succeeded.in
placing matters on a sahsfactory footing. In 1831, however, the
exertions of the able, energetic, and resolute Mr. Maelean, then
Governor of the Settlements, were rewarded with success. Convinced
of tl~e hoplezsness of expecting that peace could be maintained so
long as the.Fantses and other tribe, s remained subject to the exactions
and oppressions of their former rulers, and yet foreseeing at the same
time the dangers which must result if so large a body of natives,
composed of different tribes, and having different interests and views,
were left to carry on their affairs without the control or
guidauce of any superior power, believing moreover that the in.
fluence of such a superior and civilissd power would help to work
valuable reform~ amoug the most turbulent aud lawless of them, hc
conceived the idea of compelling from the King of Ashautee
an acknowledgment of their independence, aud by the influence over
them whieh our interference on their behalf had obtained for us, of
indueiog them to baud themselves together uuder our guidauce and
control for protection against the common enemy. These important
objects wereat length secured by the signing eta treaty, on the ° Yth
April, 1831, between the Governor, the Ashantees, and the Fentee
and other tribes then iu alliance with us, and during the next twelve
years the results of this arrangement under the administration of
Governor Maclean are detailed in the report of the committee of
1842, "there was exercised a very wholesome influence over a coast
not much less than 150 miles in extent, aud to a considerable distance
inland, preventing within that range external slave trade, main-
taining peace and security, and exercising a useful, though irregular,
jurisdiction among the neighbouriug trihes, and much mitigafi:.ng,
and in some ca~es extinghishing sores Of the most atrocious practices
which had prevailed among them unchecked before,"
In consequence of the recommendation of this committee, the

direct management of the Gold Coast Setdementa was in 184-~
resumed by the Imperial Government, and at first placed under the
jurisdictiou of Sierra Leone; but iu t850 it was by letters patent
created into a separate Government with executive aug legislative
councils for the administration of its affairs, an arrangement which
continues at the present rime.
The Gold Coast is not an agricultural country, aud the palm oil

trade does not f~ourish to any extent in its ueighbourhood ; in the
most prosperous condition of trade its sxports, therefore, are not
considerable. Return No. 14 (Appendix) shews what they have
heeu for the last ten years, and that gold aud palm oil form tee
priucipal part of them. There is a considerable fallingoffintho
quantities of palm oil produced in some )’ears as compared with
others, which is stated to be owing to failures in thocropa; whilst
the diminution in the amounts cf gotd dust and ivory, both of which
come from the interior, and chiefly through Ashantee, depend mainly
upou the state c [ our relations with these people.
The principal articles cf import (Return No. 15, Appendix)are

Mauchester goods, arms, gunpower, aud spirits. The disturbed state
nf the country in 1863 had the effect of materially reducing the
amount of imports, and there is no anticipation of a revival of trade
until terms are made with the Ashantces, and the road s to the iuterior
re-opened.
The revenue of the colony during the last ~en years has averaged

from 8,000/. to 9,000/. a.year, (Return No. 17, Appendix). It i.~
principally derived from a Parliamentary grant of 4,000/. a year, aud
from a small duty of 2 per cent. on imports (Return No. 1% Appen-
dix). By a recent ordinance a tax has been levied on the sam of
spirits, but it does not appear probable that it will add, except ia a
elight degree, to the revenue.
The expenditure, ~hieh has of late somewhat exceeded the

revenue, is cbiefly caused by the maintenance of the civil establish-
ments of the colony (Return No. 19, Appendix). The Ashantce war
* 2Vote.--Oa the concluaion of the war, the Government was oa the point

of de~troyiog the forts and ab~ndonlng the settlements, but it was eventaMIy
decided to place them under tha management of a commlttee of the mer.
ehant~ to whom n Parl.b.mentary grant of 4~0001, a-year w~ made for their
m~Gnt¢nanoe,
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bee Mse had the effect of involving the colony in pecuniary difficul-
ties, aud its debt (Return No. 20, Appendix) amounts to nearly
3,000/.
As the natives of the Gold Coast fully recognisa ti~e right to the

po~sessiou of the seaboard as belonging to the Europeau powers, which
own the forts that stud its margin, and aa they have never objected
to the imposition by thas~ powers of such duties on all imported
goods as they see fit to levy, there ought to be no difficulty io raising
on this coast a revenue not only sul~eient for the maintenance of an
efficient system of Government, but also capable of affordiug aid in
measures of improremeut for the benefit of the natives themselves,
such as the establishment of hospitals aud schools, cud the reudering
more perfect and accessible the administration of justice among them.
Unfortunately, howover,the Dutch Governmeot, which occupies or
owus a large number of forts or posts intermixed ~ith, aud in mauy
instancesin close proximity to our ewe, has never impo~:d any duty
on the admission of goods through it~settlements, and any duties which
wo may levy must therefore be fixed at so low a rate as n~t to render
it wbrth the importer’s while to laud his go~ds iu l)utch waters, and
carry on his trade under Dutch protection, for the purpose of evading
the duty. For several years past no opportunity has beeu lost of
iml3re~in~ upon the Netherlands Goverument that, were they to joiu. ~. ., . . . ~ ¯with our own m the rtnpos~tmn of a .pecifie, but not oppressive rate
nf duty on articles, the introduction of which cannot be beneficial to
the natives, .~.s arms, gunpowder, tobacco, and spirits ~ith a small
ad raIorem duty of 3 or 4 per cent. on all other imports, a revenue
would be raised ~ufficient to maintain effective establishments without
making, as is now done, any charge on the Home Governments, and
which would also enable the tonal Governrrents to do much for the
improvement of the social condition of the natives. Our efforts,
however, have been hitherto unsuccessful, the Netherlands Govern-
ment, though not denying the possibility of attaining these results, is
not dispo~d to incur the risk which so complete a change m its

apolicv might eutail, and at preseut continues to pay betweeu 7,000/.nd ~,000l. a-year for the support of its influence amongst the few
natives who rcco~,ise its authority, and for the protection cta
somewhat insignificaut trade. The only positive advantage whicl.t tt
is understood to derive from the pessessiou of the settlements ts, that
it has been able to cnter inlo arrangements with some of the friendly
chiefs, aud it is s, id with the Ashantse Government, by which it !a
~ermitted to obtain annuaIly a certain nnmber of nauves, whom ~t
sends oat to be trained as soldiers for the protection of Java and its
East ludia dependencies.
On the Gold Coast the cowrie is used as the currency in all small

transactions. Gold du~t is takeu at the rate of 3L 12s. sterling per
ounce, and British gold aud silver coins, ~ith those of America, are
also current.
An examination of the expenditure ou the civil establishments of

the colony leads to the conclusion that they are lixedou a larger
scale than is consistent either with the requirements of the settle-
meuts, or the revenue which can be raised for their maintenance.
Admitting fidly the necessity for a largo and more highly laid staff
of officers iu an A;rieau Colony than is requ/red iu ol~e more
:ongenial to the European constitution, an expenditure of 7,-172/.
twhieh is the sum cstimatcd for salaries during the current year)
seems hardly warranted when the total revenue ia calculated at
11,568/., of which but 6 173L is i reposed to be raised in the colony.
The fiuauces of the Gold Coast can hardly be said to be satisfactorily
administered until care is takeu to regulate its annual expeudituro
with reference to its liabilities and expected revenue.
The judicial establishment consists of a chief justice, a Queen’s

advocate, justices of the peace, four commandants who net as
magistrates at the po~ts of Dixcove, Annamboo Accra, and
Wiunebah, interpreters, and a small force of constables aud gaolcrs ;
the whole cost of these establishments for the ensuing year is
estimated at 3,00S/., of which estimate 746/. is for police and gaols.
The administration ef justice withiu British territory is amply pro-
vided for by this staff.
The ecclesiastical establishment consists of a colonial cbaplsiu

and sexton, costing 424/. per aunum. The We.~lcyan Society has
extensive establishments tI~toughout the eountr)’, and supports
missions nod schools in many of the towns; its expenditure for these
praiseworthy objects having in some years reached 5,000/. The Basle
mission, though working on a different system, devote.~ itself with
great energy to the same Objects.
Under the bead of education, prov~sion is made at a cost o[ IS3/.

a-year, for the payment of teachers iu the Government school.
The colonial surgeon receives 300/. a.year, aud 65t. is provided for

medical services at the outstatie as.
The military force at present appropriated for the occupatiou of the

settlement, consists of cue complete West Italia regiment of eight

t
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companies and about 800 strong, of which one company is quartered
at Accra, and two at Lagos, with small detachments at the other
three outpo~t~ The strength of troops found for many years past
sufficient ~’or’iho &fence of the settlement, was 300 men, and the
only reason for the ran:ant augmentation has been the fear of the
reuewM of those hostilities with the Ashantees which the colony has
recently had so much cause to deplore. Qircumstances (hereafter to
be adverted to) have appeared to render it unnecessary that any
troops should bo retained at Lsgos, and there seems no reason
to suppose that in the present position of affairs with the Ashantees,
any danger would accrue from the reduction of the force on the Gold
Coast to about its former strength. This arrangement, if approved of,
would liberate at least half a regiment from African service, and
would cause a largo reduction in the estimates for military services
on the West Coast.
Au account has already been given of the origin of the protecto-

rate, and it remains now to .consider what is the meaning which is
attached to the term by those whom it affects.
In the recent operations against the Ashantees, it seems to hand

been assumed by the local Government that iu return for corres-
~ending concessions made by the people of the Coast, they had
en guaranteed by the BritiSh Crown protection against all ene-

mies.
Now a reference to the position of the respective parties to the

treaty of 1831, at the time it was made. and to the object which
Governor Maclean had in vie~v, when framing it, appears suffioiently
to dis prove the idea that the natives were guaranteed complete -
tendon, in return for any concession to us. It is true that they ~r:~
fought with us to procure their freedom from Ashantee bondage ; but
their suece.~ was due not to them~lvce, but to the aid afforded by the
large British force employed, and especially to the terrible engine of
warfare, Congreve rockets, which were then first made usa of against
the enemy On their liberation, the Governor, for reasons already
given, involving their security far more than that-of the settlements,
and also to a great extent their future benefit, when stipulating with
the King of Ashantee for their complete independeuce, contemplated
that the influence which our interference on their behalf had already
obtained for us, would be thus largely increased, and that we should
be enabled to exercise in future a most u~ful control over them in
their foreign and domestic policy. This was termed placing them
under British protection ; but there is nothing-in the treaty to show
that the engagement contemplated the right to such a protection as is
now assumed to exist, whilst it is evident that the natives neither did
nor could offer any concession or advantage which would have co~:
pensated Governor Maclean for incurring Such aliability. Indeed, it
may safely be affirmed that up to 1852, when the Poll-tax was iutro-
duced, nothing that the natives had done furnished any grounds for
the claims recently advanced on their behalf.
It is absolutely necessary to the future well-being of the settle-

taunts that the question now rated as to the extent of protection we
may he called upon to afford the native tribes should be clearly and
distinctly defined. The whole of Governor Maelean’s history forbids
the supposition that a man of his ability and judgment, knowing that
he was responsible for the safe~] and peace of the colony, that for all
purposes,offensive and defensive, he had a force of about 100 black
militia, and a total revenue of but 4,000/. a-year, would without any
corresponding advantage in return, have pledged himself to protect
the numerous native tribe, just freed from a lengthened bondage,
from the future aggressious of their former masters.
The closer the matter is investigated, the more probable does it

appear that Mr. Maclean contemplated using the influence which
the term " British protection" would necessarily give him both over
the natives and the Aehautees, to preserve the former, as far ~ his
means allowed, from the aggressions or oppressions of the ]attar;
hor~" successfully and at what little cost he accomplished this, and
how beneficial was his rule to those he thus befriended, have been
already detailed.
It may therefore safely be assumed that there was no stipulation,

prior to 1852, that the protected tribes of the Gold Coast should be
maintained (if neces~ry, w/th all the resources of the British power)
against the Aabantces or other enemies. It was, however, declared
in the third clause of the Poll Tax Ordnance, passed iu 185~, that the
natives, taking into consideration the advantages which they derive
from the protection afforded them by Her Majesty’s Government,
consider it reasonable" and necessary that they should contribute to
the support of the Government by paying certain taxes; and had
they performed their part of the sgresment by continuing to pay this
tax, it might fairly be questioned whether they had not thus entitled
themselves to a greater amount of protection than had been
previously contemplated. Fortunately, however, in this respect,
the conduct of the natives has relieved us from all embarrassment as
to our actual position in regard to their protection.
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On the conclusion of the treaty of 1831 Governor M se[ean directed
his attention to the improvement oLtne ~overnment ot the natives
thus placed under his protection, ann for.whose pesceaote conauct ha
had become responsible to the King ot aenanree. ~e restrained and
punished the tyranny of the chiefs, and compelled them to an cheer.
vance of greater humanity ; and be also interfered with, aud greatly
succeeded in putting down, the barbarous custom of human sacrifie"
’ ~i

e.’lheso represtmns were regarded by the people on the spot, di,co,~
tented with the reforms be was inh’oducing, and insensible to t-h~
benefits they conferred, as acts of tyrannical oppression, and were as
such represented to the Imperial Government. After inquiry, it wan
admitted that, although we possessed no legal juri~iction in the
country, it was possible that we .might .user.else w!th g~eat advantage
to the people a species ot irregntar a mnomy, paruy t.o~erated #rum a
convictiou of its usefulness, and partly computsory, Iron the nature
of our position ; but the Governor was advised to be very careful in
his interference with native practices, and the whole responsibility of
these acts was thrown upon him. Thiswas the.origin o[ourjudieial
interference with the customs and practices of the natives~an inter.
ference which was legalised when the settlements were taken back by
the Crown in 1844, by the passing of an Act of Parliament, ap.
pointing Mr. ~faclean judicial assessor to the native chiefs, and enter-
ing on him the judicial admiuistration of the country, not in accord.
anne with the strict form of Engtish law, but with a large discre-
tionary power to assimilate native law and practices to English ideas
of justice--an arrangement which has been maintained with tb s full
concurrence of and with marked benefit to the natives up to the pre.
sent day.
The natives are not subject to any taxation. In 1852 the consent

of a considerable number of the more powerful and important chiefs
was obtained to the imposition of a poll.tax of Is. per head on every
inhabitant of the protectorate, the revenue arising from which, it was

t " P P, " P i the
judicial system in affording greater faeil/des of internal communiea.
SiGn, increased medical aid, and iu such other measures of improve.
meut and utility as the state of social progress may render necessary."
The first year the sum of 7,567L was raised by this tax, but in

succeeding years various cauls, amongst which may be enumerated
the mismanagement which attended both its collection and appro.
priation, produced a strong feeling of dislike to it, and, as is shown
by the Return No. 21 (Appendix), the receipts for off to 1,5521. 
lS61, since when, partly from the antipathy which is entertained to
it, and partly from the disturbances which have occurred, and the
consequent distress to which they have given rise, no attempt has
been roach to levy the tax.
Notwithstanding the failure of the poll-tax, the natives are not

insensible to the justice and propriety of asking them to contribute
to a fund to be specially applied towards the objects for which the
poll-tax was designed; and, under proper guarantees, which should
restore their confidence, they would probably not be found averse to
a measure proposed with this end.
The slave-trade is and has long been unknown on the coast;

indeed, were it desired to export slaves from any par~ of the settle-
ments, it would be found impossible to collect them for the purpo~
without the fact becoming at once known to a magistrate or some
official. Were the restriction which our presence imposes, however,
once removed, the chiefs would, no doubt, gladly seize the oppor-
tunity of disposing of a few surplus or troublesome domestic slaves;
but when this was effected, it would be necessary to make inroads on
the weaker tribes to keep up the supply. This would soon lead them
into collision with the Ashantees, who would not be long in availing
themselves of the opportunity of regaining their lost ascendanoy;
and when this formidable power reached the sea it cannot be doubted
but th at it would act as the neighbouring kingdom of Dahomey does, and
export every nero for whom purchasers could be found. Nor would
the result be far different if theprotected tribes were able successfully
to resist the Ashantees ; for the wars with one another, in which, in
accordance with their universal practice, they would soon be found
engaged, would lead to the capture of prisoners, the readiest and
most satisfacto[y way of disposing of whom would be by sale to the
slave-dealers.
Such would be the probable consequences, as regards the slave

trade, of our withdrawal from the coast; and though our place might
be taken by some other European power, it must be ver~" questionable
whether such a change would insure perfect immunity from the same
results.
The natives of the Gold Coast have been termed a race of slaves ;

and it has been stated by one who knew them weB, that avery man
in the country is born liable to the condition of a slave; notwith-
standing this, the condition of the demotic slave in the protected
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territory is by no men.us one of great hardsbip; under ordinary
circumstances he rs considered a me.mberofhis master’s family, with
~hich he hoes on 3arms ot equm*t7 ; no is, as a rule, treated with
~.~ndness and consideration, and although cases of cruelty and up.
......ressmn ca-~ot fail to occur, it ~s" well known throughout the
P ,-- ,hat an an~al to the British power for protection or redress

The climate o!the Gold C~ast is not ~perior, in point of healthi-
nesS, to that.of tu2 other ~ttlements2 Although the yellow fever is
net known there: aysenzery m a ve.ry i.atal, form is.extreme!~ common!the only complete remeoy mr wmcn Is Imme~lars romovm Irom t[~o
country ; and so well is this now understood, that the casualties of
o~cers serving in t.he colony are not, from this cause, probably
larger than those of the other settlements on the coast,
The neighbourhood of Accra has long eujoyed the reputation of

being a healthier, as it is certainly a more cheerful and pleasanter,
residence than Cape Coast, and it has been proposed to move the seat
of Government thither. This scheme, which was fortunately not
carried out, is now rendered im[x~iblo by the almost entire destruc-
tion by earthquakes, in 1868, of the two castles and other publio
buildings which would have been occupied by the Government
establishments, and whose condition is such as altogether to preclude
their restoration, were even the couutry secure against a return of
this dangerous and destructive vi~tation.

LAGOS.
From the settlemeut of Liberia, in longitude 11 dug. west, to the

River Benin, in longitude 5 dug. east, a distauce of upwards of
t,O00 miles, them is not on the whole extent of its surf-bound and
dangerous coast an opening capable of admitting vessels, except at
Lagos. On either side of this opening there is, moreover, a safe and
secure communication for boats, extending on the eastward as far as
the Benin river, and on the westward, throughout the whole border
of the notorious slave-dealing kingdom of Dahomey.
Thus situated, it was natural that for man~ years the Island of

Lagos should have been the head-quarters of tb~s traffic in the Bight
of Benin, although at the same time the seat of a considerable trade
in palm oil, and that its transactions, with all but the piratical stave-
dealers who infested it, should have been charactsrised by lawless-
ness aud brutality.[n 18~, the country bei~ und~.r the ~eor Xosoko, wh%~
driven away the rightful king, Akitoye, an attempt, was mane t~
exact satisbiction for the insults aud defiances which the usurper nan
offered to the British cruisers; and shortly afterwards a successful
attack on the town resulted in the flight of Kopeks, and the.restora-
tion, by the British authorities, of Akitoye to me throne. A treaty
was then made with the king and chisfsof Lages, hy which they
engaged to prevent the export of slaves from their country, to open
the rt to legitimate trade, to put a atop. to human eac.nfices, and to
permP~it and encourage the establishment ot missionanes. 2, consu~
was also appointed for the protection of British interests; and the
presence of a man-of-war agsisted in preserving order and in sup-
porting the king against the efforts of Kosoko to displace him.
In 18~5 Akitoye died, and was succeeded by his son, Docemo,.a

man of low intellect and weak character, who soon proved hLs
incompetency for the office. In the absence of any head possessed
of sufficieut authority to control th.o dL,,cordant elements which, then
composed the society of Lsges, the greatest aisoraar ann m~srute
revelled ; there was no effective protection for property, uo mode of
ePnforcing the payment of debts ; traders were plundered and ill-used,
and no redress of grievances could be.obtained wUhout.bribln.g t~
people about the king. Human sacnnces were permmea, evcu
sight of the town, whilst slaves are said to have been exported from
its immediate neighbourhood. In fact, the treaty became a
nullity, and Decemo’s control over his people was little more than
nominal "
Moved by the necessity of interposing some check to these evils,

which wero yearly becoming wor~. inste~ of better, and satisfied
that the permaneut occupation ot ~sgos was maispensaote to tag
complete suppression of the slave trade in the Bight of Benin, Her
Majesty’s Government decided, in 1801, on changing the anomalous
protectorate which existed under the consul into an avowed occupa-
tion of the island as a British settlement.
On the 6th August, 1801, a treaty was accordingly signed, by

which Docemo ceded to Her Majesty the Island of Lages, with all
rights and territories appertaimng to it, retaiuing the title of
king, and being gnarauteed a pension equal to the .ne t^~eauo
ahnually received by him, a pension which was nxea a~ buuu~, l~r
~num.
Kosoko, the ex-king, having expressed h~ desLre .to ret6~: and

reside permauently at Lagos, was Perm~ttea to co so m ,~ ; and

on his renouncing all rights of sovereignty over the eastern districts,
where he had hitherto been acknowledged as king, was granted a
pension of 400L a-year, which he continues to receive. By this
arrangement the ports of the towns of Palma aud Leek/e, which up
to that time had been open for the expo.rt of elav~, became British
territory, to the exclusion of all but leg~timats commerce.
The ~own of Badagry, situated on the L~ges Lagoon, some distauco

to the westward, had been included in the territory belonging to
Deeemo, and ceded by him; but some claim tuft having been put
forward by the king and chiefs of Porto None, the question el its title
was, in 18(~3, ~t at rest by a. formal, cession of the town by
its chiefs and people, in consaderatmn of an anuual payment to
them.
At the preseut tima the Islaud of Lsgos, with the towns of Bad agry,

Palms, and Leckie, the whole seaboard exteudiog between them,
with the waters of the lagooo, is receguised as British territory, and
is placed uuder the administration of a Ooveruor, with Executive and
Legislative Couucils. Tho land interposed between the lagoon and
the sea.beach, having belonged to Docemo. became ours hy cessiou;
but to avoid auy complications arising from the presence of do mesti.c
slavery, it has not been thought advi~ble to rccoguise it as lJritish
territory ; at the same time, as the existence of a country or district
without a recog~ised protector is unknown in this part of Afdca~ it
will not be advisable that we should altogether renouuce the rights
which we have acquired, though it will not be necessary for us to ex.
ercise them when the doing so may lead to inconvenience.
There are also two inc]ependent territories, Okeodan aud Addo.

~jaeont to Lagos, the people of which bane, by their o~vn desire, ca-
tered into treaties with us, whereby they pledge themselves to be"
guided b~ our advice in all their dealings with the surrounding tribes,
to prevent the export of slavesontheir passage through their country,
and to l:rotect and facilitate all lawful commerce. In return for this
coneess/ou they were promised British protection, a protection which
is not, however, understood by either party to involve the responsi-
bilities which have been supposed to apply to it on the Gold Coast.
The small and adjoining territory of igbes~a, which was formerly de-
pendent on the King of Lagos, has also beau included in the same
arran oment~ but without aay treaty being made with it.
Thg exports of Lagos non,hat principally of palm and other oils,

with a small quantity of ivory and cotton. The palm oil tree grows
freely in the immediate nelghbourhood of the island, and on either
side of the lagoons; but hitherto the greater part of the export has
been derived from the interior, where the natives, in peace time, oc-
cu v themselves extensively in its collection. It spears from a return
of P{m vice-consul that in 1861 the value of palm oil that left Lagos
was 153,~951., whilst the export of the article in the last half of 1862,
when it first became a British colony (Return, ~o. o’2, AppeudixL
was but 60,069L, aud in the following year, 1863, had only risen to
138,~50/. This falling off arose from the prevalence of wars in the
nei~hbourhood of tha setttement between the Egbas, Dahomians,
ancl Iberians; it being a law of the country, emanating uo doubt,
from the chiefs and head men, who are nsually the instigators and
encouragers of these wars, that during their prevalence no trade or
cultivation shall be carried on;and thus the mass of the people who
would otherwise bo employed in these occupations are-constrained to
remain in camp or with the army. For this reason the Egbas refuse
to allow the removal of any of the immense stock of palm oil and
other produce belopging to merehauts in Lago% and now locked up
in Abbeokuta, to the great loss of its owners and to the injt~ry of
their own people and trade: and on a recent oceasiou, when some
successes of the Egbas appeared to Lieutenant-Governor Olover to
resent a recoupable opportuuity for procuring from them a temporary
P~laxation of this restriction, he succeeded in obtaining pern~issiou
for the removal of about 200 tons of cotton {Letter B, Appendix),
but not a gallon of palm oil would they allow to be be taken away.
The explauation of this proceeding is to be found in the fact that
cotton is cultivated to some extent by womea aunt children, whilst
the manufacture of palm oil is the work of men.

(To be conduded in our nexL)

’ C,p,Bx~n~ o~ ~z K~nRs.--No one who has closely observed
the acquirements of the Kafirs cau deny their po~ession of good
faculties. The ease with which they learn mechanical opera-
tions; their ability to read and write after a short period of
tuition; their keen powers of imitation, and their natura! turn
for inquiry and observation, am all proofs that intellectually
they are not inferior, and that judicious training and good
government am alone needed to make good workmeu of them.~
.~’atal Mercury.

.!
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of e~e~ de~riptlon, adapted to ~l e~m_~ ~dt po/[~le, ~._~t [~p2.~cn~_work~n___cp___~_Uy re erect t~
THEATRES, CONCERT-ROOMS, HOTELS, BAIIRAUK~, WAIiEtlOUt~ES, VILLA IREBIDENO~,q ~.,...Lnem.
SCHOOLS, SCHOOL-ROOMS, SHOPS, MARKET-PLACES, LABOURERS’ COTTAGES STABL~q :;Arn-~,o %*xva_~IfES,Esn~AZzs and Dsawt~’,s may be had on appl[cahon at t he Offices, 21, ~00RGATE.STREET’ LONDON.

18 the cheapest, ligh{est, and most durable of any description of roofing. Is very portable and inexpensive in carriage. Cbrrngated
Iron Sheets, Painted or Galvanised, suppHed in any quantity, and packed for exportation.

I l::bOl’q- ~-I l:bD-~,l::~S,
BRIDGES, RAILWAY STATIONS, as., no., Manufactured by S. C. HEHMING and CO.

Experienced W’orkmen sent to all parts of the World, at a moderate charge.

COTTON,WOOL,
PACKED by WALKER’S LAMPLOUGH’S PYRETIC SALINE.

and other Material, PRESSED and [
PATENT ROTATING

PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. ~ugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.

17, COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON.

.EO L. LLOYD, COMMISSION MERCHANT. MO~’ fWIA
b LIBERIA, receives c° n signmen is ° f Ready-~ ad~cl~Oii’n~:
~rockery, Dry Goods of every description, Oilcloths and Carpet-
lags, Hardware, Bottled Liquors and Ale, Millinery, Fancy
Goods, Boots and Shoes, Umbrellas, Flannels, Looking-glas~s,
&c., be.
Mr. L desires to open correspondence with those gentlemen

desirous of transacting business wilh him. Address as above.
The be~t of references given.
Monrovia, Liberia, 1864.

BEADS, HARDWARE, CORALS, &c., on SALE at M. L.Lenin’s Warehouse, Benin Marks, London.
List of Goods now ready: Large Yellow Agra Beads, ditto

Black, ditto Green, Seed Beads all Colour% Fancy Agra Beads,
Pipe and Bead Corals, Imitation Corals, Musket Flints, Cowries,
Geneva in Green Cases, Brandy ditto, Gin ditto, Champagne
itto, Cordials ditto, Sardines Candle.--, Perfumery (Rimmel s’~,
Drugs (Lamploughs), MUskets, Matchetts, Swords, Bowie
Knives, Table ditto, Looking-glasses, Wine ditto, TumbIers,
Clothing.

M. L. LEV1N, BEVIS MARKS, LONDON, E.C.

COAST of FlUCA, and
:-~ThcA.fr!can Steam-ship Company’s vessels (carrying lier

estys 2da,ls) ]cave LIVERPOOL monthly, with ~roods/pa~engers, proceeding direct to MADEIRA,’TENERIFFE, I
HURST, SIERRA LEONE, CAPE PALMAS, CAPE

COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, LAGOS, BENIN, NUN, BRASS,
!

BONNT, FERNANDO 1’0, CAMEROONS, and OLD
CALABAR.
Nozz.--Ooods for S~n~a Lzo.~z will be delivered at consignees’

risk into the Company’s floating dep6t, whence delivery is
to he taken w!thin seven days afar arrival, otherwise they will
be landed and put into Customs warehouse at consignees’ risk
and expense, under stop for charges¯ Goods for Fzmna,xno Po
and the Rivers are transhipped at Bo.~.~z, and forwarded by
branch Steamer at shippers’ risk.

The fast end powerful ~rew steamship Macgregor Laird,
969 tons, and 200-horse power, R. F. LOWRY, Commander,
will leave L1YERPOOL on WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, at
10.15 ~.~. Passengers embark by steam tender, ]eaTing the
~Nonh Landing Stage at 9 ~.~. punctually. Goods and heavy
baggage must be alongside the ship at the loading berth,
Huskisson’s Dock, not later than noon of the 22nd. No goods
nr parcels e~n be chipped without pre-payment of freight.
For further information apply, in Liverpool, to the agents,

Messrs. FLETCHER and PARR, 23, Castle-street; or at the
Company’s 0fl~ces, 14, LeadenhHl.street, London, E.C.

Effe~esci~ and ta~ders, it~ coas~ ~zs ~ e~2ec~N9 calculated to ~.

lain ~alt?* and prere~ ~malI.Tox, Fever:, a.d .Mea~le~.

Her Majesty’s representative, ~e Governor of Sierra Leone, in a letter
of .request for an azlditional supply, states, " It is of great value; it should
m the hands of all Euto£eans visiting the tropicz."
Is an agreeable effervesoing remedy, of great etfiesey in all kinds ef

Fever and Blood diseases, especially those occurring during hot weather.
ur. niGh)on, ~taff-Surgeon in the Crimean war, states that European
residents iu hot countries find that the use or this refresh/rig bever~e
prevents exhsuhlng perspiration and its alternative deMl~ fever.

The elegance, purity, and usefulness of the preparation has been eerii~ed
by some of the m~st eminent physicians in the Army, Naval, and Hospital
terries of Great Britain.

It sets by purifying and lowering the temperature of the blood ; hence
its great importance to all persons seeking to reside with safety and comfort
in tropical countries, or subjected to unusual heat.

His Exee|lency the. Governci- of the West India Colonies, in a letter of
request for an addiUonal sn~ply, states, "ARer a resideue¢ of seventeen
years in the Colonies, 1 am bound to admit it is the finest and best prepara-
tion I have ever met with I keep it on my sideboard, hoping that oflaer~
see ng it, will be induced to take and profit as I h ave done by it. l attribute the
excellent state of my health to its use, and I lose no opportunity of urging
others to take it."
Lieutenant-Colonel Munay, 1st West India Regiment, Sierra Leone :

"I have enjoyed uaintez-zn~ed health since I ha~e i~ken yo~ l~zetie
Saline."

Dr. Spai’ks, the Government Medical Inspector, Port of London, l:~ars
cordial testimony to its ef~c~ey in chronic forms of Gastric coml~laints and
Febzile Dys[~psia.
William Stevens, Esq., M.D., D.C.L. states, in his work on West India

Fevers, that wherever the saline treatment is adopted the fatal yellow
fevers are deprived of their terrors.

Out of One Thousand eases treated on the Salinevlan, "the astonishing
number of Nine Hun ~red and Eighty.nlne recovere~."

q,~or~, ~o~ ,the)Vest CoAst of Am~ prompfl~ exeeu~a per retarn or
ma~.t oy m~o:e. Manm~t~ .rer,. 113, H cl .bern-hill, London, W.O., or by M,
.~{ ~v~n, ~.nsppmgAgent, J~ews:marf~s, no having spe:ial correspondents~ ~amurst, u ape ~o~% Auamabo, Accra, LsRos, Cameroons, :Bonny, and
um uaianar, agent for Siexrs Leone, J. B. Elliot, Esq. ; Messrs.~Biden
and Gardner, Cape Town,//ho are ap~inted aho for the Sale of the

CONOENT~ATED ESSENOE 0F PERDWTAN BARK,
Sul~erior and more agreeable than Quinine, it truly contains all the

e].em.ent.s of !he.~nchona Bark, dissolved out by a ~eculiar process, that
enmmates en6reiy the active principle, ~Iding materiallyto its efl~e.~ey a~ a
remedial agent; being fluid, it does net pass cff or through the system,
Quiulne occasionally does, it sits easier on the stomach, and rill no~
prc~uee either he.ache or eonstipstlon, mixes well with water, wine, or
spirit~, being exclusive, very im~rtsn~ raze and valuable properties fully
appreciated by all who use it.--Sole Maker, H. LAMPLOUGH, Chemis~’,
113, HOLBORN.HILL, LONDON, W.C.
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