[May 28, 1865.

—

easily re-erect th
ENCES, CHURCHES
LODGES, &e., &, '
LONDOX.

n carriage. Corrogated -

Registered for] [Transmission Abroad.

The African Times.

JOURNAL OF THE AFRICAN-AID SOCIETY.

IC SALINE,

cclally caleulated to main.
ers, and Measles,

Sierra Leoae, in a letter
of great value; it should

c3,”

PUBLISHED MOXTELY:

efficacy in all kinds of -
LONDON, FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1865. Subseription, ¢, per Annum.

og during hot weather,
._sla!?s that Buropean
his refreshing bever

deadly feverg. e

aticn has been ceriified
p7, Narva), and Hospital

Vor. 'IV., No. 48.}

(OTTON GINS AND COTTON PICKING OR HUSKING MACHINES.

RT OF THE COTTON SUPPLY ASSOCIATION, MANCHESTER, 1864.
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¢ capability. Your Committes regard this as a matter of VI AL
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¢ Much yet remains to be done to provide
as the Saw @in often does, shall al%pronmate 1o it in productiv
IMPORTANCE to the Cultivation of Cotton.”

This loog-desired object has at length been attaine
Gin, without injury to the fibre, and is the most simple and durable machine yet invented. ,

The Compuny have also perfected & «Husking Machine,” which is the first. Machine invented for the purpose. The separation of
Cotton from its husk or pod, has hitberto been done by hand. Thishas added enormously to the first cost, as for some kinds of Cotton it has
required fifty to sixty persons to pick sufficient to supply & Gin producing 1001bs. of cleaned Cotton per hour.—(See leaderin the “ Engineer”

of February 3, £€85.)

THE PATENT ‘“KNIFE-ROLLER” COTTON GIN.

The extraordinary superiority of this Gin over all others will be apparent from the following remarks :— -
1.—Jt is the aun?lest Gin yet invented, having only tbree wearing parts.
2.—-Perfectly self-feeding and self-acting; & load of Cotton may be put to it at once. L
4.—Does not ipjure the fibre, so that the same tton will fetch 2d. to 3d. per 1b. more than if ginned by a Saw Gin.
5.-—Guaranteed to do more than double the Wovk ‘of any other Gin on the Macarthy principle. )

—One person can attend to several Ging and can turn out 3001bs. to 8001bs. of cleaned Cotton per hour,
f.—No Cranks, Camms, or’ other similar motions, con wently neither noise nor vibration.
7.—Equally suited for Cotton of short or long staple, and woolly or smooth seeds. .
& —Only half the weight of any other Gin, and is packed complete and ready for work in one-third the space. The saving in freight
packing for shipment, &e., ig 75 per cent. : : :
" '9.—The Patent Ginning Roller is very durable, and any wear maintains its draught. Not affected by damp or heat.
ly 100 to 140 revolutions; other Gios run st 700 to 900 revolutions per minute.

doing 501bs, of oleaned short-stapled Smyrna Cotton per hour

A 40-inch ' Knifs-Roller” Gin (single roller) can be seen _
(about 1501bs. of Cotton 1 the seed).
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Nore.—Makers of Gins on the Macarthy principle etate that a 40-inch Gin will do af least 951bs. of clean Cotton per hour, but when tested at the
f the 40-inch Qins only gave 9lbs. or 10lbs, and the nEST only turned ont 18ibe. of cleaned Cotton per bour

Ttalian Exhibition in Tutin last year many o K 1
when fed by the maker himeelf.” These Gins were of the best description and by Englisk makers, and the trials were most carefully made by the Royal
Commissioncrs, the Cotton being dried before it was put to the Gins,—(See tho Table of Experiments, published in the ** Cotton Sapply Reporter ** for

[contains all the

December, 1864, i
' i ’ ) Prodaction of Cleaned , Prices.
water, wine, or No. and Sizes of Gins. Cotton per hour. £ » d
[?E;oﬁeme’ fq]]y 2 No. 1 —40 inches wide, e i arrrererirese 50 to 160 ibs, 15 0 O
» Chemist, L 2m80 g m eeeeesesrse . 36,12,
m 3.—20 ” ” eergserirsensaanaeens %g ” 256 »
n ”

. 4—12 4, s eeesasenimserisaesins
» 5.——- 8 M T} P R S . 8 It "
Packing and delivery in Liverpool, 5 per cent.; Packing and dclivery in London, 7% per cent.

SPECIAL - NOTICE.—TO PARTIES USING “ SAW-GINS.”

How 20 ° Knife-Roller” Gins effect a clear SAVING of £20,000 in ONE SEASON!
Cotton clesned by & Gin on the Macarthy principle will slways fetch 13d. per 1b. more than if gioned by a Saw Gin. A 40-inch
« Knife-Roller ” Gip, doing 50 Ibs. of cleaned Cotton per hour, and working 20 hours a day, therefore saves 6l, be. each day; and taking the

Ginning Season at 150 days, the clear saving is nearly 1,000 per Gin in one season.

ity of London; and
Strand, Loades.— -

' For further information, apply to the uudersigned, General Engineers and fanufacturers of PATENT COTTON GINS, HUSKING
MACHINES, SEED CLEAXNE S, PACKING PRESSES, CORN MILLS, OIL PRESSES, HYDRAULIC PRESSES, STEAM
ENGINES, BOILERS, PUMPS, TURBINE WATERWHEELS, FANS, &c.,

THE NORTH-MOOR FOUNDRY COMPANY,
OLDHAM.
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The Wert Ge WEST DAST OF AFRICA.

1e West Coast of Africa mail steamer al Afri i

at Livérpool on the 8th inst. Her dates we}"::y Bénglu:par;ln;ﬁ

‘ ,gz_'pgngf Po, 29; Cameroons; 31; OMd Calabar, May' 21; Brass
feer, udy and Bonny, 5; Lagos eiid Accra, 10; Gﬁp:‘;'ﬁa&ét

T:;efi'ﬂ'le2;290ag? l&a}masj 14 ; Siefta Léone, 20; Bathurst, 24 ;
\ , 29 ; Madei . ' "been

fhade betact Tns Ed R%:oi utaljro an*anggment bad yet been

BATHURST, RIVER GAMBIA.

_ Mdy 22, 16885

Dear Sir,—Allow me to gi t , ,

give you a brief account of i
ma;{ter t;}at hgpene_d here about a fortnight ego :— oo perioms
er Iajesty’s Colonial ateamé Dover, on the S0th of Apri
last, was ordered to take a ﬂmﬁg%exﬁ?&gh}i%gdAprg
oz;1 her refurn to Bathurst that she should give support to ﬁe
:poo:);%rtﬁig,é %)lée _%ropertgd of Thomas Brown (metch'antg
en damag * M<Carihy’s Tsland,
whilst making her conrse f:ag Bam}x.nﬂea oM Carlhy's Teld,
The military authority at this station ordered Seymour (

3

the garrison gunner, to proceed to that stati i
X . 3 R S 3 - y h - i
fm;e the edrefor_mnhbh of the guns thers; ugntim}a&mg
e; sem nmﬁcg_r_here,_ was appointed by the D.A., Supe,rintendent
o Bct%res tohproeeed with Beymour Gay for this duty.

ickarm having a competent boy under him w
':gde& lt]r;ge:,n ﬁeb%uesaeg _th?t ;Zimig{t go witl;n h?lli}o ;gg:f:ﬁ

. 8 Bteamiét Dover left on the llt' '

returned about the 8th, and all the men who h o ., ad
arrived et Bathurst, with th fon of b aq Fone up, safely
reported to have been lost ”i:;%?st;é)?’ of the sald boy who wes

. Iequiry having been made by the Gambiansas to the cause of the

dedth of this youtig man, the followin eared

Jeath of _ ) g4 t el ai -

]t;cf:tfgc On or sbout the 7th inst., at 4p%.m.,'thoeb:t;fxllle:ul§};en
arthy’s Island for Bathurst. At 8 p.m., this boy and t::;

patiently listened to hear mofe words from him (th
but they could not obtsin any besides ““the oﬁicer(is 2e(r};§§m°'3
E}l:igee rt“;')‘ gl;enttlenﬁep replied, Ah! sorry, is the decision ! }"ryin
far abo'ut'ei%.’y” o their grief the Govatnor said ““ Go, and I will
The next and third day the i i i
I _ . ey went again to him. H
. él‘lus_ matter will be submitied to fﬁégjtiéﬁéé'ié"f fﬁéf?éé‘%q’
2 f mQun‘efi wyo were the said justices, and were informed tﬁe
:Zm?r commissariat officer, the senior medical officer, and soms
rks Yo merchants. These will decide ypon it. ’
§ The'thiftér #as investigaed on Tuedday the 16th. Adistdut.
urgeon Wright, of the Army Medicel Staff, and XMr. Spéncer,
mta :é' the Dover, were present when the melancholy event
‘w&r » and their evidence substantiated what I have already
Aod now, what do son think wes the desition?

e officer i$ sorry; it wes mociden done; bt t
Governor will take s@eps’ in fature to cat:tlitoyn the .éa;g‘lgn t::
uboardort:zoe ].)OY_C;;.' to beware * of passengers at any time proceed-
: o%them ‘1’1,,ung own the river, and to find proper accommodation

Now Bir, st me ask you and the English Go
your English readers if this would haveg béen tgznzll:c;i‘lslitb;!ilg
case the boy had been a European.—Yours truly, Y.

SURRENDER OF AN RSCAPED SLAYVE, AT THE
o b . GAMBIA. ‘
~ We have very great safisfaction in publishing the followi
stat‘e,me_nt.—.of‘hm Excellency the ,Goven!:or of ﬂfe (;amb{):vln u%
‘oon ra_dmgoz_l of some portion of the statement made by “The
gﬁ?b‘mp‘_' in a letter published by us in our April number
The gurfender of the man was a most improper ac, by whomso-
ver committed, although Colonel D’Arey sfates that he was not
gz;urdered, as reported by “The Gembian; ” and we are ‘well

ciasecllto}egm that the responsibilty doés not rest in any way on
Ge ;)];1; (%A}:}y, to Whose, 14 many respects, good administration
it Ve ment. of the (ambia we have frequently borne
Th itstetient is conteined in a letter addn he

r addressed

t(gloveimm' to Mr. T. Johnson, and has been kind?sent tgyusttl:;

o latter gentleman with a note dafed “ Colonial Secretary’s
Oﬁice, Bathurst, River Gambia, May 283, 1865.” . S

Government House, Bathurst, Gaibia, A
ay 10, 1865. .
Dear Mr. Johnson,—Probably thero will b o tolk fn the

sleeping together in a row, and Li
. ! ) y teutenant A. VYilki
i:)c:sz?eaht. India Regiment, at about a quarter past eig;,lktl:;ﬁna’
bors i; mlepihfmtﬂlchashsed them whilst taking their repose. The
voys o ately started up, and two ran about the deck, and
soon be ime s:(zlmble; but the one who is Jost, being much
errified, &pdmp up, and, running about the deck as his c
fﬁ;::liollll:w l:o‘wgfef?)rzltmtetily cgmehiu contact with many of otIII;;
: rd, and who stood across the w ing
turned bsck, and, pertaps thinking Binalf on snore. bt b

:nv;tongggt;zi:;l::]}viiikinsoq, ﬁtuding what had happened, went
) z s riva

igi::lrz ;}z;t;lt t‘hve_ I.E_over ancholr)ed at ?B:tll)laurrtsu;etg:’ E?fo;:s morning.
sien tkinson, 838 goon as he disembar

went House, and reported the tidings ton;xis éiéﬁ:ﬁc? Govern-

Mr. Charles Wasser, the overseer of the district of Fort Buallen
1

g morning.

tielly ckiled bn Bithirai the blackemitk, who bdd the bay if

town on a letter signed ‘“ Gambian,” F whi
eppears i the dfrican Times of thi ], 0 1% 1808, which
is rig at. yourself, Campbell, and oth
:zggrgsdmy long administration of this Gove;E,er‘;ellhzg?gtgg
beer:nt e éhat, _on the oceasion in question occurring, Thad only
peen Wc:i eys in Africa, and not two months, and that some time
afte '::r g, gzhen I came-to understand the case, I grieved very
puch | 3 hn that the man bad been delivered up, eapecially when
Farraba toe awgrtfilxlllegl;e -Iu;m:d ;late}_y e on
aba. to as in n i i
mﬁimg . paqlllleiin el yard?o e found the man in question
8 you well know, I have always been atrongl sed to th
weak policy of giving back run-a“?' v ey conicted
by evidence to be thieves or wives.ﬂy elaves exven whea convicted
mIl wish to remind you of one especial occasion, where I think
%an:'ie;elpxiesent. ILallude to my arnusal visit to the Kiog of
ohrra in Ju yflSSO. I found, if you rémember, a young giil, the
thage li::: e of the King of Barra, in my boat, placed there by
polic m_a_gufrs_tgm}known to me, with orders to the police

charge, to ascertain the truth of this matter. He having related

* Sic—Qy, “'take care.”’—EDp. 4. 7
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to deliver her over to the King of Barra. I questioned al once
the girl, and set her free, with my own hands, on the shore
opposite Government House, to the violent indignation of the
King of Barra, whose wrath I braved an hour afterwards at Fort
Bullen, surrounded by his warriors. And this is but one case in
fifty, having invarisbly borae in mind that all policy, however
favourable fo the interests of trade, must give way before the
Twperial Slave Act.—Believe me to be, very sincerely yours,
(Signed) G. D'Amcy, Governor
REPORT TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE
GAMBIA ON DYKES AND DRAINS.
$Y HIS EXCELLENCT COLONEL D'ARCY, GOVERNOR, EiC.
( Coneluded from our last number.)

The Island of St. Mary’s much resembles in formation the
parallel ruler employed by navigators when pricking their charts;
the right ruler represents the strip of sand on which Wellington-
street, Government House, and the two hospitals are built, and
the left ruler shows Soldier Town. The space between may be
considered as the old racecourse, considerably below the level of
the sea. This plain is partially made ground, for I see by the
records of the colony, that originally Soldier Town was an islang,

"a creek running at high tide right through from Half Dis'to

the Pontine Marsh, forming St. Mary’s into two islands; and. it
was eerionsly in contemplation at one time to form & canal ad-
mitting boats laden with produce, protected by lock-gates; and
this probably was the causeof the double drainage so puzzling to
a new arrival. The early settlers, observing the set of the tides,
found it the best plan, when they relingnished their proposed
cana), and followed the natural highway, only to convert the
creek into a drain, by importing earth from the mainland, to wall
up the creek, confining the water to a narrow deep space, instead
of allowing it gently to ebb over a large space. At one time,
indeed, I thought the drainage of the island was constructed
altogether on a false principle, trying to make water run up hill;
but T now see that the system of double draioage is the best that
conld be adopted, when the artificial formation of part of the island
had to be taken in contideration, The racecourse, or left raler,
drains to the Pontine Marsh, and to the river round by Ararfal’s
Creek and the right parallelogram of sandbank drains to the sea
by cutting through the bank on which stands Wellington-street,
and making an artificial level protected by sluice-gates; for if all
the rain and sea water were allowed to flow to the Pontine Mareh,
the accumulation at high tides would be too great, swamping the .
inkabitants of Perseverance-street and a great part of Soldier
Town, and probably the weight would be too much for the present
gates at the Box Bar.

The main drain, by the able and zealous exertions of the
Acting Colonial Engineer, has considerably advanced. Itisnicely
faced, of good depth, and acts well. Tt is nearly hslf:way com-
pleted. When the facing reaches the Box Bar, or large sloice-
gate, it will be a most important public work ecarried out. The
fall is so very trifling, that the water flows only by its own
weight. The drain acts somewhat sluggishly, after the masonry
is left behind; but let us only continue to face the sides and
fooring with bricks, the level will then be inereased, and the
water will flow much quicker, and the inhabitants materially
gain by the loss of the stagnant water caused by the careless
mode by which the unfaced draios are annually cleared of sand.
The level not being preserved, deep holes are made here and
there, in which rain water remaing and decomposes, and gives
forth unwholesome exhalations, owing to the great heat of the
sun.

T must now draw observation {o a Quintus-Curtius chesm, 8
regular Lake Chad, which presents iteelf at the foot of Lovell
Fort, sending forth poison. Let us fill this in, and reclaim the
ground for dwelling purposes. My little Jaffer-Jaffers ghall
meantime fill up the yacuum with ssnd, and the inhabitants, by
beat of drum, might be requested to throw their trashea there.
When all these ramparts and drsios are finished, it will be a
subject of complacency to consider that sickness may have been
averted, If my life is spared, I hope to carry out all these

measures, so necessary to the sanatory state of the colony; but
important as I coneider them all, I give the priority of construc-
tion to the change contemplated in the following letter to the
present able and zealous Acting Colonial Engiveer, & important
do I think it will be to the health of the community:—
« Ty the Hon. the Acting Colonial Enginser.
¢t Government House, Bathurst, Gambia, July 20, 1864.

¢« Honourable Sir,—In 1859 my first messure was to erect 2
public privy on the beach, contiguous to the market-place, for
the convenience of the numerous travellers from the mainland,
who so constantly arrived here for the purpose of trade and
other lawful oceasions. Subsequently, and at intervals, I erected
three other similar buildings; their localities are well chosen,
not the least smell is ever detected; but I grieve to confess that

_the smell of the great privy is constantly complained of. Yét,

again, when I study the enclosed returns of flushes, I am at a
loss rather to account for so many complaints; but still I am of
opinion that the smell proceeds from the slaughter-house, and
not from the flushed privy. .

41 am accordingly so moved as to request you will give the
following alterations and improvements your undivided attention
during the rains, in order that I may place on the table of the
Legislative Council a plan and estimate, nmext November, to
enable us to commence operations on the 1st January, 1865.

¢ First, To convert the present slaughter-house for the market
women fo house their valuables at night; at a gmall charge, it
being impossible to obtain an open drainage therefrom. .

« Second, By a small expendilure to change the great privy
into a slaughter-house. .

"« Third, To erect a necessary opposite the Mission Boat-house,
on wooden piles, in the sea, o that the soil may be carried away

by the ebb tide.—I have, &e.,
o : (Signed) « @ D’Arcy.”

At the conclusion of the report the reflectionthat intrudes itself
on the mind iz, How unfortunate it is that in & settlement like the
Tsland of St. Mary’s, where. there is really so much to be doue,
the revenue should not be more elastic. That is just the point,

and one worthy of the Legislature to consider, whether an effort

ought not to be made by all members of the community, both
rich and poor, to arrive at so desirable a combination.

It is universally admitted by all writers on the subject that
it is the consumer or purchaser who creates the reveoue of a
country ; the merchast for the nonce has to swell the Government

‘exchequer, but it is returned to_him gradually in the profit on

the articles sold to the ‘ honoured public,” as the Spaniards call

that : :
. Monster, many-headed thing.

Surely it is no less just than expedient to expend parl of the

revenue in the construction of sea walls, roads, bridges, .and con-

~veniences of every kind, improving the health and happiness and

morals of the people. G. D’Axcy,
’ Colonel and Governor.

SIERRA LEONE.

Tug Sierra Leone Obsercer, in some brief comments on Colonel
Ord’s Report says:— Lo

« The Colonel has not dealt with the very grave objections of
the Chamber of Commerce to the almost made manifest mis-
spenditure of a Jarge portion of the 14,0007, for police, gaols,
district managers, and constsbulary. He eeems to have looked
upon this as ‘a nut’ much too hard for him to crack, and so he
left the tesk to others, But his summary way of accounting for
¢ the heavy charge’ end its necessity, to.persons who are no better
informed than he is on the subject, is resily amusing. . In his
comprehensive way, he informs them that the extensive and
widely eeparated territeries which now comprise the settiements,
and the large bodies of liberated Afrieans settled all over the
Peninsula, necessitate the heavy charge—compel the Government

to go to that considerable expenee. But tvvhen tthisl I:Iroad, !i;)!ed
rtion i ced to the weighty statement, and somethidg
assertion is oppo ghiy : o s

more, of such a body of respectable, practical
individuals as those who compose the Chamber of Commezce, wWe
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certainly would like to know Colonel Ord’s ground for it. We
would like to know whether he travelled through ¢the extensive
and widely separated territories,’ and ascertained from the general
behaviour of the population that the civil force among them was
really needed, and constantly employed in the dischage of its
legitimate duties—whether he made himself so_acquainted with
the character of the large bodies of the liberated Africans in the
Peninsuls, as to be of himself satisfied that, partly through them,
a comparatively large establishment of managers and police had
to bo kept up by the Government—rwhether, from reliable faets,
he is convinced that there is not any ground for the implied
charge of the Chamber of Commerce; that half of the constabulary
are orderlies, messengers, or some sort of domestics, and whether
he candeny that the ¢ Bulama territory costs nearly 2,0007., with-
out the slighest benefit to us who- pay for it.’ _

““Weo regret that space will not permit us to do more at pre-
sent than to notice how the Colonel meets the objections of the
Chamber to the considerable amount of money thrown away, in
‘the shape of stipends to the native chiefs. The Chamber alleges
the absolute faitblessness on the part of the native chiefs, by

“their non.performance of the most essential things stipulated in
the treaties to be performed by them. The Colonel contents
himself with observing that this is not established by inquiry,’
and then makes the assertion  which, from his own observation,
must be purely gratuitous, that ‘in the majority of insfances,
however, this is not the ecase.” On the whole, we must say
-that we do not remember having cver read a report of this kind,
with which manifestly the reporter’s independent judgment had
lesg fo do, than this of Colonel Ord, on this colony.”

Colonel W. J. Chamberlayne, Commander of Her Majesty’s
troops in the Colony, was on Monday, the 1st May, duly sworn in
as Acting Governor of Sierra Leone during the absence of his
Excellency Governor Blackall, who left Freetown on the 28th
April in H.M.S. Zebra for England.

ADDRESS OF THE EGBAS AT BATHURST TO THEIR
FRIENDS IN ABEOKUTA.
Bathurst, Gambia, May 10, 1865.
We, the undersigned Egbas by deicent, now located at Bathurst

Town, St. Mary's River, Gambia, to tha Chiefs, our brethren,

countrymen, §c., bearing rule at Abeokuta, gresting :—

We cordially and sincerely wish you all grace and peace from
God our Father, and his Son Jesus Christ.

Whereas we have been informed, from undoubted and -good
authorities, that you, our beloved countrymen at Abeokuta, have
recently been involved in quarrels with the British Government,
and are ready to take up arms agaiost them.

We, therefore, anticipating the dismal calamities, misforfunes,
and distress that will inevitably result upon our nation from this
quarrel, deem it an indispensable duty of sincere and affectionate
brethren seasonably to interfere; and hope, by God's grace, to
prevail on you with wholesome adrice, in order that a stop might
speedily be put to these impending and approaching. eils.
Which, we carnestly pray and hope, by God’s providence, will
be dispersed by our advice being taken and acted upon.

We heard that you rosc up against the Crodoo people, and the
white men interfercd, and asked you to give up the matter, and
be at peace with them, allowing you ten days for meditation ¢én
the subject; and that at the expiration of thesc ten days you
still continued obstinate, in consequence of which the white men
get very much angry against you. Whether the fact be true as
represented to us or not, we cannot tell, as we had no written
but mere verbal information; or whether these ten days allowed
you for consideration were permitted to clapse before the white
men toqk the oﬂ'epce, we cannot tell; but if it be o or not, we
eend this note to inquire of you, cxpecting to receive an e,arly
answer froEn vou. If, unfortunatély, it be tfrue, we beg most

humbly to interfere; and in the name of God, invoke, sup;licate
snd_ beseech you fo give up the matter, and make peace with thé
white men the English people, because they have all this while
been protecting you from enemies from every quarter.

We were very glad, indeed, to hear of your welfare and good

behaviour in times past; but to hear this last sad news troubles
our heart very much, because we are here under the immediate
contro} and government of the English people.
We expect, therefore, to hear from you nothing but peace,
ure and lasting. Fare-you-well,
TWe subscribe ourselves, with all good wishes, ever to be your
sincere, affectionate countrymen and brethren in the Gambia.
(Signed)
G. H. Thomson {Ercombey), George Bruce (Tokoc),
Daniet Prophet (Borey), James Forster (Tokoe),
William Thorpe (Tokue), York Grey (Creekue),
John William (Larro), Johu G. Bruce (Egba
descendant), Edward L. Thompson (ditto), James
Forster, jun. (ditto), Henry J. Cole (ditto).

LIBERIA.

Weare glad to have received once again a copy of the Liberian
Herald. There had been no publicatior of this paper for some
months, and we are sorry to perceive that arrangements have not
yet been made for any regular issue. The resuscitated journal
has made some expressions of ours the subject of its leader. We
ventured to cbserve, some time since, when trealing of the
.obstacles to rapid progress in Liberia, that it might be ‘* worth
while for the Liberians resolutely to set themseives about the
inquiry as to how far their laws and regulations with regard to
foreigners and to the tenure of land may be chargeable with the
great evil of impeding the introduction of that which is the
sinew of agriculture as well as of war—i.e., capital.”

We cannot but express our deepregret, presuming the Liberian
Herald to be the true exponent of Liberian feeling, at the state
of feeling in Liberia on this question. It has gone to the extent,
in this instance, of vilifying the African-Aid Society as “a
society expecting aid from Africa.” ~And why? Because we
urge the citizens of the republic to increased proiluction of those
staples which find so ready a sale in European markets!

- ‘Our observations were justified, we considered, by the obstacle

‘which meets at ihe-first step every ome who is desirous of ob-
taining for Liberian agriculture the assistance of foreign capital ;
as also for the Liberian Government, which so greatly needs it for
roads and other works of public utility, on which .the develop-
ment of the resources of all.countries so much depends. = ¥o
foreigner can possess land or houses in Liberia. - Consequently, no
foreigner can” hold land or houses in.Liberia as a security for
capital advanced. And it therefore follows that only Liberians
can obtain security in lending money to Liberians. The Herald
remarks: “ We say nothing concerning the constitutional pro-
vision "respecting the tenure of land ; discussion here will not
avail anything.” We have, therefore, nothing more to add.
We desired, for the credit of native Africa, to see the republic
rise fo the same degree of commercial and agricultural prosperity
as is attained in our own colony of Natal. The European popu-
lation of Natsl numbers about 16,000 ; the transatlantic Africans
in Liberia are about 16,000. The former never hesitated to pledge
their land as security for that capital by whick alone they could
rapidly develop its resources. We are not aware] that by
so doing they became slaves, or were despoiled of their property.
On the contrary, we know that even when paying two per cent.
per month interest they prospered. And the revenue of Natal is
now about 150,0007. sterling per annum. It is a very pernicious
delusion among Africans to suppose that when the friends of
Africa cry out to them ¢ produce, produce,”’ it is because Eng-

latid is uoable to get on without their produce. Their friends

ery out * produce,” because ouly thus can they take a high stand
among the rations; and because the ememies—the persistent,
blatant enemies—of the Africans afirm that there is an ineradi-
cable vice or deficiency in the African nature which will ever
prevent their elevation.” We have nothing more to say on the
subject. :

The Cacalla 3lessenger, published by the Protestant Episcopal
Mission, at Cape Palmas, under the superintendence of the good
and talented Mr. Hoffman, has been enlarged, and is printed with
new type. We congratulate the missionary world on the pos-

session of this journal.
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The following is an extract, and we fully endorse it :—

« The mail steamers arrived punctually at Cape Palmas on the
16th; we regret to add on Sunday. Why should there be one
law for the steamers at Liverpool and another on the Coast of
Africa. At Liverpool, cargo would not be received or discharged
on Sunday j why should it be done at Cape Palmas? How long
will captains of ships and.their owners act as if God only ruled in

Christian lands? Verily, he rules in Africa as well.”
et

THE LATE PRESIDENT BENSON, OF LIBERIA.

o briefly recorded in a former number the death of Stephen
All\:; Benso)r;, late President of the Republic of Liberia, to whom
a banquet, presided over by the venerable Loxd Proqg.hnm, was
given in St. James's Hall, during Mr. Benson’s visit to this
country in 1862. The impression madé here by Mr. Benson,
whose manners were singularly quiet and unassuming, Wwas such
as could ot fail to give pleasure to all the friends of the African
race. He was very strongly impressed with the necessity of
agricultural development in Libeiia, as the only possible source
of wealth in the Republic; and we join most sincerely with all

his loss, both 'as a public man, whose
ly valuable in the councils of his country,
who by precept and example stimulated
his fellow-countrymen to those pursuits on which the future
greatness of Liberia depends. Mr. ex-President Benson died on
26th January last, and was interred with befitting honours on
his farm in Buchanan County. We extract the following brief
memoir of Mr. Benson from a Washington (United States)
journal :— . . :
< Ar. Benson had a somewhat romantic career. Born of {ree
coloured parents in Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland,
March 16, 1816, he was taken by them to Liberia, teacl_nng the
city of Monprovia in August, 1822, it being then occqpled only
since the preceding April. In the attack by the natives a few
weeks after their arrival, Stephen was taken prisoner, at_ld carried
by them in their forced and hurried retreat fo the interior. After
four months’ captivity, duricg which he was treated with much
kindness and attention, he was returned to his family. From this
time to 1830 he was occupied in acquinng the rudiments of an
cducation in the echools established in the colony by the
Colonisation. Society. He was appointed military storekeeper at
Monrovia, which office he retained four years; and on the arrival
of the illustrious Thomas Buchanan,_Esq.! the last of tl:ie white
governors of Liberia, he became his private secretary, not yet
having attained his msjority. He then engaged in commereial
affairs at Bassa Cove, and was quite s_ucces::ful, at the same time
cultivating a large coffee farm, serving his country in the fleld
and in several civil stations, always with honom;‘ to_himself and
to his race. 'In May, 1853, he was elecb}ed\xce-l’resxdent of
the Republic, and in 1855, ’57, 159, and ’61 he was advanced

und re-chosen to the Presidency.

GOLD COAST.
T0 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
“Acera, May 10, 1865. .
o Sir.—The Acting Governor, Major Jones, has gone back
frol:: mi{?;{)’oe to Cape gCoast. Ho scems to have conducted
himsclf very prudently as well as firmly. He began by makiog
the merchants reduce very considerably those exorbitent claims
which have hitherto always stood in the way of & compromise.
He then obtained a payment of about 5007 by the Kroboes, who
were taken by his manner, which was frlendly, but very <_iec1dcd.
"The people believed he was1 endeé.vourmg to do them justice, and
efforts to please him.

mg\%};fg :1 ggfernor’s conpduet is of such a character, the people
will respect and obey, and such a course persistently followed
would soon regain for the authorities that prestige which the
predecessors of Major Jones have destroyed through their wantof

stalesmanlike qualities.
Dr. Gunon has been up |
Aquapem Mountains, for his health.

his friends in deploring
presence was exceeding
and s a private citizen,

{o the Baslo mission station, on tle
He had, I believe, only

fourteen days' leave, which is not enough of change of air at any
time after a prostrating malady. He experienced, however, great
benefit, and there seems little doubt that could he have remained
longer in those mountains, his health would have been quite
restored. .

A sapitarium there for the Cape Coast service would indeed
save money, valusble time, and lives. Itisbyan occasional
residence there that the Basle missionaries are enabled to endure
six or eight years of heavy work in the hot lowlands without a
visit to Europe.

Theso Eastern Districts are now under the sole care of a young
subaltern of the 4th West India Regiment, not nore, I believe,
than twenty-onc or twenty-two years of sge. The prisops are
about as bad as the prison at Cape Coast was before your dis-
closures forced amendment—unfortunate creatures have been
kept in prison from fire to thirleen months awaiting trial; some
have been tcorked as felons bafore their trial—others for a supposed
theft have received fifty lashes and one month’s imprisonment—
and others again have been kept in prison after the term of their
imprisonment had oxpired. The progress of civilization cannot
fail to be impeded by these terrible abuses, which are really a
disgrace to the British authorities. By next mail I will enter

more fully into these matters.— Yours, &c., Y.
: ————"

GOLD COAST.
HE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
: . . Kpong, May 6, 1865.

Dear Sir,—Our cotten crop this year was a prosperous
one. . Already several tons have been purchased ; and a great
deal of cotton is grown now in the neighbourhoad of Accra, and
is said by competent judges to be of a better quality.

Governor Jones, with seventy-five soldiers are now here, dg-
manding the fine from the Kroboes. They have already paid
from 5,000 to 6,000 heads cowries and some palm oil. e are
under the jmpression that, by a judicious arrangement with the
Kroboes, this troublesome affair will be quietly settled.

There is o serious quarrel now between the Addahs and
Ahwoolas.  Geraldo,-that famous -elave-dealer, was the cause of
{his Tow. On account of some debt duc to him by an Addah
man, he panyarred¥ palm oil that properly belonged to othera.
Duriog the course of doing this a scuffle ensued, in which two of
the Addahs were
has since run away to thg A‘E:{;oﬁa country,

ition to them to fight the ghs.
mt’i‘ohetzddah:s havg also spplied to the Governor and 1}_19 Accra
people for protection. Deputies are gone down to settloit.

1t is ramoured here that the Ashantees are coming to 1uvade‘

the Coast.— With best wishes, yours very truly, J.C. B

and has given ammu-

THE DUTCHE ON THE GOLD COAST.
10 TAE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.

Cape Cosst, May 12.
the acconnts given in my letters of the
ed at Elmina by tho Dutchlauchotn}lllcs,

- ortainle be allowed to ask, of what use are the Duteh on
{hgnaol% r(t)glanslt)? b(e)ivilization and lhe_impro\’cmept of the country
are not among the objects they have 1n view, their only one b{:lmg
to extort momey. They especially show their abhorrence of t cl)sc
natives who have been cducated in the English mission schfoos,
and, while the Eoglish are trying to diminish or put down blo h‘
shed in Ashantee, and sending misslonaries to that country,ht c
Dutch are paying tribute to the Kiog, and sending ngent(s}t erc
to purchasc men for their Java service; and at St o corge
D’Elmina men are bought at forty dollars each by the '.o‘:lerﬁ-
ment. Though the English are not now on good terms \I\)t tt c
Ashantecs, the latter find their way into the Dutch se}é eéne? s,
and purchase ammunition and 'other goods, whereas, 1 ttx e “ig
Governments out here had joined f;.ogethcr, Quaco Dueh wou

o ago have given vp human sacrlices. S
lon:\, al%utch tr%nsportpsailcd from St. George I'Elmips, on the

Sir,—-l{efcrrh}g you to
barbarous injustice practis

+ Geized,—ED. 1. T,

killed, and several wounded on both sides. He .

N e e
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22nd Aprﬂ, with forty-six slave soldicrs, for such they really are, | direct intercourse with ii)adan, the people and produce of which

for the Java service.

In conclusion, I beg to assure you, Mr. Editor, and this without
irreverence, that Governor Elias is looked upon by the natives of
Elmina as God, and his creature, Mr. Magnin, as but little
inferior; so entirely do they do their own pleasure. Pray spare
a column in your blessed juurnal to expose the atrocities com-
mitted there. V.

DAHOMEY.
T0 TOE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
Whydah, May 1.

Sir,—The King’s expedition this season was again an unsuc-
cessful one. The general messenger who came down here as
uzual reported no more on this occasion than that the King had
arrived at Abomey, and that ks was going out again. 'We did not
even hear the nameof the place that he had unsuccessfully attacked,
but we know that he had taken tery few eapfires—not sufficient
for his next annual Custom; the consequence of which was that
his Majesty was in such a horrible temper, that his people
entreated him to lead them to the attack of some other place.
What this place is we know not; but we know that he has gone
upon this second expedition, and is expected back very shortly.
He left Abomey for this new outrage some ten days ago. These
expeditions injure legitimate trade- very much, and are fast
ruining the countfry. :

- And now to show you what a strange country this is.  Since
the King last left, the Prime Minister from Abomey and the
Qovernor of Whydah have been trying their hands at a mew
arrangement of trade at Whydah, by endeavouring to fix their
own rate of prices for merchants' goods, &. They have thus
been doing great harm to trade, and have put everything in con-
fusion. Rum has been of late the only article for trade at
Whydah. A French ship arrived in the Roads with a cargo.
They seized this opportunity, the King being abseat, for ob-
taining their advantege. - They compared all the measures in use
here, and, finding the French measure rather larger than the
others, they made this the standard. They then decreed that some
30 per cent. more rum than heretofore should be given for a cer-
tain quantity of oil, and that those whose measures had not been
equal to that of the French should each pay a fine of a pipe of
rum. . Traders not accediog to these terms were to be excluded
from the market. The meeting at whick this determination was
made known lasted some. hours. No one was allowed to speak
against. it, and no decision was come to. Seeing they did not
get on in this way with their project, they secretly influenced
the Frenchman to give about 15 per cent. more rum, iostead of

" 30 per cent. The traders were then all summoned to say what
they would do. Some offered to do as the Frenchian had done.
This was refused at first, but finally accepted.

Having thus far succeeded as regards ram, they procceded to
make demands as regards other articles, clothes of different kinds,
roll totaceo, &c., &e¢. No conclusion has yet been arrived at in
these matters, and we are hoping the King will soon return and
give his attention to trade affuirs, putting an end to all this
iojurious nonsense. You see this is a curious Government ; and
that they venture sometimes to do things without the King’s
koowledge, in order to obtain tome adrantage.

I think I told you iu my last that Mr. Craft, the agent of the
Company of African Merchants, had opened the new school. It
is getting on very well.—Yours, &ec., Z

LAGOS.
10 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
. . . May 8.
Sir,~~The raising of the siege of 1korodu by the expedition
gent there from Lagos, which drove the Abeokutans from this
part of the counfry, with a very great loss of men, by Eafield
rifles, Congreve rockets, and bayonets—to none of which they had
ever been before opposed—has done something for the trade of
this place. We have had smiling faces here again among the
merchants. We have now all the Ijebu markets open to us, and

have been o long kept away by the Egbas. Some rather con.
siderable quantity of produce has thus reached us, but the retarn
demanded has been chiefly cowries, which had become scares ig
the interior. Those who had the greatest supply of cowries have
therefore done the best business. The missionaries so long con-
fined to Ibadan have been able to come down® and you witl have
some of them in England shortly.

Meanwhile we have no intelligence from Abeokuta. The old
channel of trade, the River Ogun, is tradeless now.  We are ag
far as ever from knowing what will be the result of the late
operations as regards the future conduct of the Egbas and their
future relations with Lagos. The blockade of Porto Novo con-
tinuez. Acting under strong pressure from the Government here,
the Xing of Porto Novo, whose coasts are still blockaded, has
sent back to their country all the Egbas who had arrived to carry
on trade, and also many hundreds of them who were working in
the salt and fish commesce between Porto Novo and Abeokuta.
We therefore; as you cannof fail to perceive, continue in -open

hostility with the latter place and 'its people, upon whom all the .

mercantile movement here formerly depended. The putrid dead,
left behind by the routed Egbas in their hasty flight from
Tkorodu to Makun, on their way for-Abeokuta, are said to make
the roads in that part very offensive.  The number of slaic must
therefore have been great, and we may therefore presume that
the estimate formed at the time of 500 killed was not an exagge-
rated one. This wasindeed a serious loss for the people of Abeo-
kuts, and we must expect great bitterness of feeling to prevail
there against the Eoglish, as they of course have thought them.
selves in the right, however great the blame we may have
attached to them in their most discourteous, not to say offensive,

proceedings for g long time past. I suppose there must be some- -

thing to communicate to you on this head by the next month’s
mail. :

You know I have always maintained that if the people of -

Ibadan could:tbtain the access to Lagos, which the Egbas went
to war with them (partly) to prevent (slave-catching was always
ons of the great inducements to the war), the trade that would
then flow to Lagos would prove in a short time to be very con-
siderable. Messengers from: Ibadan have attended a public
meeting here since the siege of Tkorodu was raised by the British
troops, and I think you will find my expeotations realised. Of
course, for full prosperity here, we want our former friends the
Abeokutans’ trade as well. When that will return we know not,
as our people here who are in Government confidence eay that
the Abeokuatans will have to beg for peace before they can obtain
it, and they have the reputation of being an obstinate people.—
Yours truly, 0.

THE FREED AFRICANS IN AMERICA.

A deputation of the members of the * National Theological
Iustitute for Coloured Miuisters” had an interview, by appoint-
mgnt, with the President of the United States on the 11thof May.
His reply, characterised by sound good common sense, is worthy
of record. Thereisalso a passage in it which points to that even-
tual removal of the African people to other lands (““and where
but to Africa? ) which we have always believed to be one of the
great results preparing by God in the events of the last fow years.

After stating that every one must know what his course had
been ‘“in the past in reference to the present condition of the
coloured people "’ —that he had “ been born and raised in a slave
state—owned slaves, raised slaves, but never sold one ’—the
President further said:—

“I feel it would be unnecessary for me to state what I have
done in this great cause of emancipation. I have stood in their
midst, met their taunts and jeers, and risked all in the shape of
property, life, and limb—not that I would claim anything to
myself in establishing, sustaining, and carrying out the great
principle that man could not own property in man._ I was the
first that stood in a slave community and announced the great
fgct that the slaves of Tennessee were free upon the same prin-
ciple as those were who assumed to own them. .

“I know it is easy to talk and proclaim sentiments upon paper,

. e eer—TA— -t
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but it is one thing to have theories and another to reduce them
to practice; and I must say here, what I have no doubt is per-
manently fixed in your minds, and the impression deep, that there
is one thing you ought to teach, and they should understand,
{hat in a transition state, passing from bond to free, when the
tyrant’s rod has been bent and tbe yoke broken, we find too
many—it i8 best to talk plain—there are, I say, to> many in this
transition state, passing from bondage to freedom, who feel as
if they should have mnothing to do, and fall back upon the Go-
verament for support—too many inclined to become loafers and
depend upen the Government to take care of them. They seem
to think that with freedom everything they need is to come like
aona from heaven. ) ‘
" No@ T went to impress this upon your minds, that freedom
simply means liberty to work and enjoy the product of your own
hands.  This is the corzect definition of freedom in the most ex-
nsive s¢nse of the term. )
N ﬁ_:f, is another thing, sud I have bgen surprised that

“people beyond the lines have not pressed ypon you this important

idea. It is easy in Congress, and from the pulpit north and
south, to talk fgout polygamy, snd Brigham Young, and de-
bauchery of various kinds; but there is also one great fact, that
four millions of people lived in open and notorious concubinage.
The time has come when you must correct this thing. You
know what I ssy is true, and you must do something to correct
it by example as well a3 by words and professions.

«¢ It is not necessary for me to give you sny sssurance of what
my future course Will be in reference to your condition. Now,
when the ordeal is passed, there can be no reason to think t}zat 1
shall turn back in the great cause in which I have sacrificed
much and perilled all. .

T can give you no assurance worth more than my course
heretofore, and I shall continue to do all that I can for the ele-
vation and smelioration of your condition; and I frust in God
the tims may soon come when you shall be gothered together, 1n a
clima and country I;m'ted fo h{:u, thould 1t bs found that the lwo

cannot get a together.
racf‘aI trust éod wi’ﬁ cogtinue to conduct us till ithe great end
shall be accomplished, and the work reach its great consumma-
ho:x'. Accept my thanks for this manifestation of your respect and

;egard." :

THE AFRICANS IN THE UNITED STATES. )

A contemporary shows that, although _emanqipated, the Afrlp%n,ﬂ
in the ‘Unifed S);ates are far from being raised to that position
of social equality which scemed to be & reasonable sequence to
the momination of some of them as staff officers in the United
States Army. He says: ¢ Mr. Sumoer has tried to insert a
clauie in new railway acts compelling all companies to allow
negroes to travel in the common cars; but the clause has been
rejected. The present mail brings us tidings of a riot at Charles-
ton, because the negroes attended a public meeting of the citizens.
Tn fact, here is the crucial difficulty; white men and women alk
over America dislike the company of the free negro. The ladies
of Washington refused to attend the last Ipauguration Ball,
unless ¢ niggers’ were excluded; the managers of t_he ball were
staunch Abolitionists; s dance With negroes, and without ladies,
would be & rather dismal festival; and so the negroes were
tabooed by the very men who had risked the dissolution of the
Union to set them free. The old leaven is evidently very strong
yet; and now that the African is no longer an element in warlike
dispute, there will be increased difficulty in overcoming those
prejudices of race which showed themselves &0 oﬂ'e,n'slvely on all
occasions before the commencement of the late war.

A bill defining the legal status of the coloured people of Ten-
nessee has pas:ed cne branch of the Leglslat_ure of .tbut State. It
guarantees the sanctity of the matrimopial alliance between
blacks, but prohibits their intermsrriage with whites. All exist-
ing laws relating to married women and to children are to apply
to people of colour, except that coloured children shall not be
admitted to echools with whites. Coloured persons may appear
in state courts as witnesses agoinst each other, but not sgainst

white persons; and no contrach between a whit: and bl L.:k ¢330
shall bg binding unless made in writing and witnessed by a wz.(e
person. Coloured persons arc to be subject to the same penalties
for crimes as whites, with the additional provision that rape by a
coloured man npon a white woman shall be punithed by death,
These are the prominent features of the bill, which it is expected
will pass the other House.

AFRICAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY.

The half-yearly meeting of this company was beld on Juns 14,
Mr. P. D. Hadow in the chair. The accounts showed a ba]a.xnc_e of
4,1571. 9a., after making the usual reserve for depreciation,
defraying all expenses of navigation, &c.; and the directors
recommended a dividend of 8s. per share, free ol income-tax, out
of that balance, carrying a small sum over to the next half-
year's account. It was stated that the mail service had boen
performed satisfactorily, and that the ehips are in a high state of
efficiency. .

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY AND IT8 KNOW-
LEDGE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN A¥RIGA.
* - F0o THE EDITOR OF THE AFRIAN TIMES.

Sir,—The Anthropological Sooiety has its impertinences and
its fallacies just as any other learned society has. On 2 late
occasion this most physiological community of ssge men
inaugurated a discussion on the merits of Christian }:[1551_0115 in
Western Africa, and although Mr. Burnand Owen did his best
to prove that the gain of Christianity there had far exceeded its
loss, Nir. Harris conceived that he could gstabhab the charge _of
polygamy and of other aborinations egainst the European mis-
sionaries of Sierra Leone, because their wives did not always
out-live them, and that he could consequently upset the theme
of Christian utility, which is said to scatter blessings amopg the
«yncontaminated”’ boys and girls of the Gulf of Guinea.

1t is the singular misfortune of Africa that many of the more
talkative travellers who choose to go within its borders choose
to go thither with minds prepared for any grossness of relation
and of doctrine. - o . ..

That Mohammedanism gaius converts is not surprising, for
Mohammedanism serves the ends and purposes most pleasant to
the African temperament. It encourages polygamy and slavery.

To say, in the sweeping terms of a self-sufficient dogmatism,
that the converted African loses his own moral code, such as it i,
and does not acquire ours, is to say what is entirely incorrect. 1
am happily acquainted with African gentlemen who would con-
fer honour on any congregation of Christians among which they
would elect to stand; and those gentlemen were born of Pagan
fathers and mothers. - How Sierra Leone may be classed in the
logse theology of the speakers who misled the credulous Anthro-
pological Society on Tuesday evening last, T am not competent
to declare; but I am competent to declare that 1 clsim as
acquaintances two or three merchants living in Freetown, who
wore taken when children out of slave shxps, and w.ho are Dow
worthy of the position which they have gained by dint of their
success in trade, and by gint of the standard at which their quiet

iety is rated. ' s .
au(} ggnmt;s:rguglfly at a loss to discover how Captain Burion can
eatisfy himself—and he is not often diceatisfied with himself—
that the translation of the Bible into the languages of Africa is
an * ignoble literature ;7' because I have yet to learn that Captain
Burton brings within tb&la ra?ge of hxs1 eilfdl_hon tghe comprehen-
gion of one single syllable of one single African tongue.

How, for exgamp{e, can Cgptain Burton satisfy himself that
the translation of the Bible into the Ga is a literary emetic,
when I will stake my existence that Captain Burton cannot get
at the meaning of half-a-dozen words of that diglect of the Gold
Coast. .

It may be as well that I should state that I am no missionary,
either diyrectly or indirectly ; and it may be as well that I e;hog tg
throw out the hint that I have, in my humble way, moved §¥1

considerable addition to my knowledge of the hu;na% race, and

without regret, among the ANTERS. _

April 19.
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ENL ARGEMENT oF THE AFRICAN TIMES. East Africa by the Cape mail steamer which reached Southamﬁ

. . . he 19th inst. -

Arrangements are making with a view of enlarging the form of this o i { i :
Journal, commencing with the number for July, Uz;f ﬁrst{fiﬁe di(;r sst(i)arli)g; glg'ogg‘gooﬁ'e iﬁ;lolrt‘;g;gl.l arrived on. the 19th nst
the fifth volume. Ve hope our friends will maks a point of em- Coroxer Osrp, we are informed, has presented to the Parli
ploying their influence to obtain for it new subscribers ; extending mentary Commwittee an amended report, in which he has reca;t:&

the sphere of its influence, and encouraging us tn our efforls for his heresy on the road question. v
the indusirial, moral, and Clristian eleralion of the African '

faithful lives, and you, with your many wives, must try to do | cattle that had been paid for them. But in a British colony—
the same. As a Christian, you cacnot take more, but you must | especially where, s in Natal, the natives are refugees, who have
not be false to those you have already taken, and to the obliga- | fled from otberwise certain destruction, and found refuge there—
tions you have already contracted lawfully, according to your | this task ought not to have devolved upon the missionaries ; the
own native customs.” It has been said that revolutions cannot | evil ought long since to have been arrested by the Government. N
be made with rosewater ; but, according to this delightful theory, 1t is most disgraceful that it has not been so arrested. The colo-
the great moral revolution attendant on repentance to salvation | nists would certainly have effected this, if they could have
can be so made. How very charming! ¢ There have been good, obtained the consent of the superior authorities in Downing-
faithful men of old without baptism, and with many wives,” and | street. Whep, in the numbers of our journsl before alluded to,

THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE AND THE

people.
) ‘ R XYEST COAST. why not good, faithful Christian men now under the same con- | we exposed and commented upon the awful atrocity of forluring
@! ¢ g fli t Nilllf We had intended urging in this present number the creation of ditions? But what, then, is this polygamy which merits such | #hoss young female Kafirs to death by elow fire at ths stake, we
; J I Lanes, a municipality, end other changes, at Sierra Leone, calculated to tender Christian treatment? Bishop Colenso’s experience of it foolishly believed that before another twelve months should have
prepare that colony as rapidly as possible for the full exercise of has been among the Kafire, Surely it must exist there in a very | passed away the British Government must have taken decided

much modified form to that in which it works such dreadful evils | action in the matter. We did not believe that the advocates of
in other parts of native Africa? It must be there, ome would | polygemy and its inseparable atrocities in such countries as in
suppose, a mere personal matter, doing no ipjury to others, in- | Africa were so numerous in this Christian land, or that those h
volving nothing beyond the mere possession by one man of a | who are not its advocates would remsin so seemingly indifferent
plurality of voluntary, contented, devoted, happy wives, who | to its profected and supported existence in a Brifish colony. We
would be overwhelmed with grief and sorrow at the mere idea again urge the consideration of this question on the Government
of their lord and master giving them permission to tranefer their | and & Christian public, with the view to immediate action. As
allegiance to another. How far this is consistent with fact | the British Government have so long culpably permitted and
appeared in our number of December 23, 1863, under the head | protected this polygamy in Natal, we do not urge auy violent
of ¢Natal,” in the following passage:— ~ measures. e have before pointed out what we think ought to
«1Ve pointed out some months ago the disgraceful anomaly of | be dome, in the following words, which state at the same time
polygamy, and other demoralising heathen practices among these | the position and the remedy (February 23, 1864): * Everywhero : ;
" Kafirs (of Natal) being upheld, and their rights and claims over | in native Africa, though theregulations may in some degree vary, :
the weaker portion of the people enforced by a go-called Christian | power and wealth make themselves almost sole masters of the '
executive and magistracy. The Nafal Blercury has long done female portion of the community. In Natal, a British colony—a
battle valiantly against the continued toleration of the abomina- | Christian colony—polygamy bas been necessarily in some degree ;
tions alluded to. And the colonial feeling on this subject has modified. - The Kafirs both in-and out of the colony differ, too, !
been strengthened by three young girls, who refused to bs given up, | from the slave-trade worried populations of other parts of Africa. :
when sold to old polygamists, having been recently tortured to death | There are many possessors of property in cattle, &c. Where the .
by slow fire af a stake, and other fiendish crueltizs. 'The cases are | female children do not become the property of the chief, they are
well authenticated, and the details are too horrible for insertion. | sold for the most part to some possessor of cattle. The hard labour
Well may the Alercury say that this woman elacery is ‘an | of the Kafir Eraals or villages falls to the lot of these women, who
astounding-feature in the social polity of the colony.’ ” are in all respects slaves—hard-worked, abject slaves. Aundit has
Following this, in leading articles jn our pumbers of January- | long since been recognised in Natal that there is danger to the
and February, 1864, we showed how entirely responsible the | females among the Europesn community, in consequenco of that
Pritish Government is for the continuance of this and other Kafir | monopoly of the Kafir women which results from polygamy among
abominations within the colony—a responsibility the more serious | the Kafirs. Many atrocious outrages that have been committed
because this polygamy mesns slarery the most abject, cruel, and | seem to be traceable more or less to - this cause. The Europeans :
hopeless—alatery from which there is no escape when once its. | sre uneasy in presence of this abomination. They desire most !
fetters are closed around the victim ; because there, as in all parts | earnestly to berid of it.  And the late burning of Kafir girls, who
of native Africa, it is one of the greatest curses, one of the most | dared to have affections and a choice, has increased this desire.
prolific sources of crime and misery, among the various and | But the colonists are powerless to influence the Government at
mighty engines of diabolic mischief that are at work over that | home. Shall not we, then, help them? Will Christian England,
wretched continent. There i3 no disparity of numbers between | now that this enormity in one of her important colonies is clearly
the sexes in Africa to make it appear a law of nature that men | made known to her, rest apathetic and indifferent? Wesay that
chould have half-a-dozen or twenty wives. Every such mono- | the two systems, the Christian and the heathen, cannot remain
polist wrongs a number of his neighbours, or his adberence to thus face to face with each other, and both maintained and uphcld
his ¢ native customs’ in this respect has been among the causes | by the Home and Colonial Governments. What we contend for
of bloodshed and violence in wers instigated and underteken for | is this: The Government are about to distribute 1,250,000 acres
obtaining supplies of victims for .the Bishop’s amiable and good { of land in the colony among the Kafirs there. The grants are to
polygamists! We know that down the West Coast this monopoly | be free grants for ever of about twcinty-ﬁ_vc acres cach, to all the
of the women by a few leads to disorders, that in their turn | sdult Kafirs. - The Governor of Natal isto be trustec of theso __
conduce to further crimes and atrocities; and among the Natal | lands, so that none of them can ever be elicpated -without his
Kafirs it works in many ways to misery, and at the same time to | approval. e contend that tho time has now come for the Go- 3
insecurity among the European portion of the colopy. Parents [ vernment, in makiog thls.dxsl_nbullon of land, to say that poly- _ v
sell their daughters for cattle; the chiefs and comparatively { gamy, an agent of confusion in the colony, shall not bo further : ‘
wealthy men thus monopolise 8 large proportion of the women, extended; tbat, without touching noy existing ties, the Govern- o
making of them wives and glaves, while the young men who | ment forbid any more polygamic marriages among the Kafirs; and i
have no cattle with which to purchase wives are left unprovided | that the land shall descend to the issue of the ope wife. There

for in this respect, and of course become aggressors on the coveted | can be no doubt as to the power of the Government to enforce
this Christian law, which will be far from unpopular among the
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You are earnestly requested tﬁ allowR)[-gfr ida;nj’lt‘::}: f;::ied to the legictative R ioal ¢ ek o ghe P B e British colonies,
!istc:il‘ yearly subscribers, Price 5s. per annum for each copy, payable %soﬂsioa:é:dlcglodzangesn the aystie‘em of the Judicial Assession
st o) year Are 2% _ Py, > pe Coast ; and measures for securin .
FRICAN s’t’:aig‘j’"{,%.,sigfﬁﬁt'“ terrace, livery at Accra. But, as we understand thatgt}?erggau}turg;g:tdgf
N.B. Post-oiﬁce’orders for Subscriptions to the 4frican Times to be the ch'alrman °f. the committes has been already presented to the
made payable to War. J. Jomxsoy, 121, Fleet-street, at the General commiltee for discussion, we withdraw our articles on these sub-
Post-office, London. . jects, and refrain from sl forther comment upon the administra-
‘ - — - tive systems at present followed at the various colonies and settle-
@I B ‘ ftIt a : @ : ments. The final report will no doubt be presented to Parliament
J | | u - "llu e 5 . .| befors our next number issues from the press, and we shall - then
‘ be able to judge how far the labours of the committee are likely

to be productive of benefit to the West Coast of Africa.

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1865.

o . DR. COLENSO_ON POLYGAM
GE ' ' i ' o ‘
Al L\E?:\p t‘OBSER‘ ATIONS. _ .| W= are directly at issue with the Bishop of Natal in the matt
Pa;'is ot 'veryth .S(;cm ion has lately been orgenized in | of polygomy. This at least is not a theological question e;
nevex: is rather late in the day—but better late than iioes not in any way rest upon the creditility of the P;ntat;uil;l
. _ . . t is an eminently practical question, and, wi | \
of }fll;l;emliisr:it;hargtnstgé C}::g;alzrlloﬁ('};xentelifcnc,u “ql;tth %ﬁrb Stterg, Tﬁd tz%lfrtinztahn,s (emong whom it is%n a’nsta'l'u?gr; at‘jo!lll}tl ::?;:;:;:g}: I;Z
he 3 ies, &c., ! cen set at liberty by the at the ostentatious display of which gi i
;ﬁ;gﬁi oef AE{ESID{B, nor is there, up to the present time, any worthily endeavouring ?o zvuppresslcinogeglcaizttrrf:ts)a;: spcor Zon-
inte ét;e;]:n? atafi c{;n tg}}v_e a reasonable hope of that great outrage | nected with the subject of their civilization, that, inde éndentlcon;'
Wge percsiv: thgt ;a;r ;pclc:g{e;iegév?:ﬁ;e. S tt}lllose sent!i)gadents regarding it which we entertain in cgmmon vg,iz)h
i -that, in. a lett papers, Mr. t sii i
ﬁfé;?;n}r;); the_#n_thro?olo%qalgqciety of I;o%don, claimsl;;: ths g:::tesf ii;;‘rggzzllan§, we have always felt it to be one of
om criticism for Dr. Colenso as regards the paper Dr. €olenso has been readin i
z;?ia})yre?;?t aotf Otlllai i)fa::: En}llgcl:{u;gs ofbthat socbilet){l, until the { logical Society a long paper %naﬁfl?i:‘:igzgr;flt;&%r‘t&sn?;s)%z
cial ref paper iave been published in the | Savages,” asa sort of reply to on s j vi
;%cé;zyg' sthtofl?tal}r!opgfg]?caslegxsh? tbe at.very ‘:)ngenious mode of | read b)', that assailant gfymissioign ]f}:]: Eﬁzéﬁgcﬁggg‘:m‘iﬂg
i : hrope 1 frash into notice; but we must re- | gathered up his wonderful st " of k ing
ma(x}l; Vc:runt::’;} ;“tl? )tlhefordma-ry sources of information. months’ flying trip along the 'E“?erset5 (gfaﬁn :;v iefgrgcia dl{?n% o b
5y oemor aga all, from Sierra Leone, reached England on the | the gentlemen of our missionary societies the a rt;c' t'e eatye l:o
Sih, mnsfant, (Wes? gsﬁie;:;m;;e:?eggnttg)e cori]}?lltltgctzhof the House | Doctor’s defence of Christian missions. - He sal;}i ixiaeg');zto t;m(:
_ 5 can 3 on the . the efforts of missionaries amo avages o ’
Ax:nht[if's ﬁ:—gls'ogo]gﬁ:st retligdhfrgm tbﬁ Presidency of the American | blessing to them ; but, as to the ;ée:él;iangger %?r?stl;:e?t R B
Anti Sla mgintain i-;] “intwt be '.211} | many other of the leading | them being necessary to their salvation, it is all humb[: y a:t[um_lg
slaves in America to cganci;ﬂee fssolveds there beng now no tthetl?iFhO? Ea);ls, el o that thisnat a]li.ecetta;ii
n ate. o their eternal salvation! A is o1
bc?g:t; t}}{é&},}q]ﬁ%ﬁ Colt:n{alCSecre_tars at the Gold Qoast, appcared | a loss fo conceive why the %ﬁhl;hb‘:lz;rg i aFd b
pefore th Cc;]one?](gn ary. ]onzimlttcc‘ on the }QLh inst. qucmor preaching Christian Church. 'We do not wa%]t fjlnl oy w(zizy] o v
oo and. Solenc, hglslr:l!:o {)a pr(?vmpslzi given their cvidence. fgr nere secular, industrial, and moral educatioliS zo){u;&ﬂ;f %lo:’iy-‘ ‘
Forty-six slave coldicrs s:ie(il 5{.}3;;1‘111;60.10 have enlisted, were 1111::42“); ; pOtEn§Cf&<3ry %) e o Afries meiher caa itl te
hirord \ S ¢ to hav sted, were ssary in England. But what ially
znllt)lrl)ce; 2ggdaf&tphr(izln;lot:}.’}::;t oi"r?lt. (;;orgc d’'Elmiua, Gold Const, | deal with is the%ishop’s‘defe;?;e if ;;To(i}ygha{:;; ;llfgg e:gecm]tl:)‘ t{o
o e 2 A mor;. . ¢ Dutch now pay forty dollars ﬁ:‘ld, ‘as \t‘:e are not less diametrically opposed to h%m n(.; l:'?gla‘rcét;
M. Joseph Moriio, native, swho, wi ) is “mnative custom ” than about the salvati f soul ;
i 0! 0, native, who, with an interprefer, was sent | think i€ right to gi 1 i ted 1o have nitereds
by the King of Cape Cozst to give evidence, was examincd during | “ Once mgre, 1 gt::l?e(v}:ae t‘ﬁiﬁi?ioﬂeﬁeﬁg tthoetgr‘;ztulngir;(});

two hourb b, lhl: COIDI]}ItlQB Of th S S q Of POIS amy1s ay E])
. e I[ s ;
(AVldence EXCltCll COntil]C‘]':l] : ' ouse Of COJ]mOn-- II]S I1SS10Naries ha‘e tﬂl\en on the uestion g y '

R e e ® P Y i e

Her Majesty’s ship Grifin arrived < serious impediment to the progress of our work. Here again, iv of their superiors in wealth. It is impos- i
West Coait of Africa on the 16th instanztlf Fortsmouth from  the :nthout any authority from the Church of which they are minis- iﬁ%?ellt‘;n;ﬁézgge;téoretfruilfulpsource of demoralieation amI:mg great body of the Kafir refugecs. But whether unpopular or not, [
Somo interesting slase-trade papers have been priated b ers, there ‘are many of the missionary clergy, and even bishops a people. . they should be made to submit to it. They are there to receive S
Ler Majesty’s Government, being communications frgm : d y | of the Church of Englard, who have laid down the law that The Bishop blames the missionaries for insisting on the disson- protection, nat to dictate religion or polity. The moral and ma- 3& Vi
the Spanish Government in the month of April l;ﬂt Wanh to | every convert admitted into the Christian Church shall put away tinuance of polygamy by their converts. We think that if they terial progress of the colony, and the reputation of this Christian H
fo be authorized to publish these in our July number. ¢ hope ?tl 1?15 l\vlves but one, if he had more than one, before baptism. did otherwice they would betray their high mission. The | country, all demand the change. We look, therefore, to Yarlia- {
< Thomas Baines, Exq., F.R.G.S., author of ** Explorations in | at “f]u. d‘ be reasonable if they said, ¢ You need not be baptized Bishop's Christianity is beyond our comprehension. It must be | ment to bring the power of Christian public opivion to bear upon
ﬁuth West Africa’ (published a few inonths since by Messrs ?n* am, you may be good men without being formally reccived remembered that there is no difficulty in getting rid of their | Her Majesty’s Government in this matter, and to ipsist upon 4

ngmen and Co., Londoen), arrived safely in England, feem to the Church, as there have been good men of old who were surplus wile-slaves. The parents are only too willing to receive | Umitation of polygamy in the colony of Natal, with a view to ils

never ba_ptizcd, and who had morc wives than cne, yet lived them back, provided there be not any return demandcd of the « apeedy extirpation.
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MISSIONARY REPLIES TO BURTON, READE, AND
. OTHERS.

It was impossible that the annual missionary meetings should
pass over without some notice being taken of the systematic
attacks made on Chrislian missions and missionaries at the
Anthropological Society. At the Wesleyan meeting, held io
_Exeter Eal], several speakers alluded to the subject; but it was
in especial brought prominently forward by the Rev. John Bed-
ford, of Manchester, and the Rev. W. M. Punshon. In his de-
fence of the cause of Christian missions the former observed:
“In_ th.is cause there is a grandeur that should command our
admiration ; there is a benevolence altogether in harmony with
our Christian feelings and sympathies; and there is a certainty
of success, no matter what men may say to the contrary, which
should strengthen our faith and stimulate our zeal. hile our
grand object is the conversion of the world, while we aim chiefly
at this, we shall promote all other things that are desirable in
connexion with it. We shall promote, for inetance, all that is
d.eaxrable in the extension of legitimate commerce, in geographical
discovery, in ethnological science, in the amity and intercourse of
neighbouring and of distant nations, in the mental elevation and
domestic dignity of the female sex throughout all lands, in the
supremacy of just laws and good government, and in whatever
else tends to promote the happiness of individuals, the peace of
families, the well-being of nations, and the repose of the world.”
Mr. Bedford went on to show that the attacks alluded to were
not oply against Christian missions, but sgainst Christianity
itself-—against Divine revelation. . ¢ The Gospel claims universal
supremacy; the Gospel sets forth a Saviour for oll men; the
Gospel gives commission to all its ministers to go into all the
world, and preach to every creature ; and if there be the slightest
degree of truth in what these men eay, that Christianity is not
fitted for the inhabitants of Equatorial Africa, then the issue that
is joined is an issue between Divine revelation and Mohamme-
danism, or some other system which any class of men may sce
fit to set forward and_advocate.”” He showed that, apart from
Christianity, no remedy for the woes of the human family had
been found. ¢The philosophers of Greece end Rome, when
those countries were in the height of their civilization aad re-
finement, did notbing to heal the moral maladies that abounded
in their day. Where science flourished, and art created its
noblest monuments, where curious books, and beautiful paintings
and'nob_le statuary, and the finest architecture, proclaimed thé
cultivation of the intellect and the triumphs of genius, there
idolatry as gross in principle, though not as rude in form, as
that of saveges, and obscenity as vile as ever disgraced human
nature, went hand inhand unchecked—nay, encoursged and
triumphant. . . . ~And 50 ir modern times, all the nostrums
which men have proposed in order to cure the moral evils of

eociety have been utterly unavailing; and even all the secondary |

measures, not nostrums, which they have laid bef ]
failed to accomplish’ the main thigg. As ‘to secocggnlrly’ l}llli:f
sures, men may talk as long as they please about curing the erils
of society by education, by social improvement, by political
theories and arrangements, by legislative measures, end by a
variety of other things which are valuable and useful in their
own way ; but none of these things possesses a principle powerful
enough to go down to the secret depths of man's soul, and carry
a trunsforming power throughout his passions aad his nature.”
Mr. Bedford expressed that just confidence in the ultimate result
which every Christian ought to feel, though opposed in the
arduous and difficult work “by Pagan darkness, by Mohamme-
dan delusion, by Popish superstition, by Jewish infidelity, by
lukewarm Christians, and by men who hate Christianity alto-
gether; gs”well as by almost every form of natural, political, and
moral evil.”  And success had attended their eﬂ'orts—-great’suc-
cess if measured by & proper standsrd; but that success ought not
to be ‘ measured by the standard of a nation like this, which
has been growing iu civilization and Christianity grow}jn in
Christian civilization, let me rather say, for more tt'\an a thogusaug
years? Do we presume to measure the natives of Equatorial

weze degraded, many of them enslaved in their {es an
enslaved in their minds, can rise up in 5o brief a peﬁolzioat:)e:ll atll;d
dignity and nobility of the Christian civilization of this ].aud;3
. . . And supposing it were true, to put the case at. the worst
that these same travellers who think Mohammedanism sud the
Koran better for the poor African than our Bible, had found here
and there a case of failure; is that a fair way of testing Chris-
tian Missions ? I submit it is not. I submit, the fair way is to
contrast the state of the individuals and the tribes referred to,
before they ever had Christian missions among them, with their
state and condilion now. Have they risen to any degres of
c1v111za_txon_? Have they risen and improved in regard to
domestic life? Do they respect the conjugal relationship to any
larger extent? I am not asking whether there may not be an
exception here and there. You must look for thése exceptions.
You must look for them in the moat civilized portions of
the world.”

On the same point of *success,” the Rev. W. M. Punshon ob-
served :  Will you compare those converts in Weatera Africa, as
Mr. Bedford said, with what you find in our own conntry ? iIe
argued that out, and showed you why they ehould not be equal
. to the Christians at home—why the success is not so great in

Western Africa or in other mission fields as at home. But i3 it
not? There is thaf prior question to settle. I maintain itis,in
the face of all opposition. Sir, have you not almost at the corner
of every street in London to-day, and in many other .places, bad
spirits that slaughter more annually than are slaughtered at any
Dahomsan ¢custom’ in the world 2 Look into your streets—is
there not something that you delicately veil under the nams of
‘the social evil,” and for which you cannot either by legislation
or. by philantbrophy find a remedy? Cannot you go .into the
midst of this wicked city and find some heathens that are more
besotted, more darkened, that are as absolutely ignorant of God,
as any that are to be found in the most benighted parts of the
W?Tld; City Arabs,” a8 wild as their eastern namesakes, and
with less sense of religion; bronzed women who have never known a
girlhood, with bold brows, and shrewish tongue, and eyes that
have no flashes save thoze of hate or anger; men who are
Iehmzels against society; in terrible revenge for society’s original
sin against them? And have you not had your temperance
societies, your home missions, aud all your other appliances af
work for fifty years? . .". . I maintain that by comparison also
we have had success. Thereisjust another test. Imaintain thatwe
have had success by comparison with anybody else. There are
some people who are wonderful for pulling down, but clumsy st
building up; and of these it seems to me are those persons who
are the most earnest in their attacks upon us and upon our holy
cause. What has been the success of their plans? Model
farming? There is nothing very new in that. ~We have had
that experiment before to-day. Colonization > There is nothing
very new in that. Education, then, may be the grand catholi-
con that is to work the mighty change? We have had that be-
fore. It does not appear as if these gentlemen were anything
better than bankrupts in originality. Certainly they have startled
us by no remarkable discoveries that they have made. We say
that our own works will bear comparison with theirs; and we
come to ghem, of course modestly, and we say, ¢ Gentlemen '—
it would ill become us to be unmannerly (although they call us
80)—*‘ Gentlemen, may we be pardoned for intruding ourselves
Into your company ? We are poor; we are comparatively unculti-
vated men; we are not members, most of us at least, of the An-
thropological Society; we scarcely dare to come between the
wind and your nobility. We have failed, you say; but where
are your successes? Where are the nations that yon have turned
from barbarism fo civilization? YWhere is the garland that
crowns the altar upon which you have made your votive offerings
to the Pan of human self-sufficiency? What reason have you to
sneer at us for the apparent failure of our plans? We have written
few romances; we have shot no gorillas; we love life, most of
us; but we do trust that there is not cne of us who would tum
Mohammedan o save it, We have not done all we want to do;

Africa in every point of view with ourselves in thi
B s this land ?
that a fair test? Can we expect that men who a few years ang

we have not done all we should have done; wehave not done all
we shall do; but by the grace of God we havo done something;

and hark you! we tell yon in the face of the world, and to your

" ing tribes haviog béen put to an end by the war, have turned their
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beard, we have done' better than you’ Whatis the end of all
{bis? Why, just that we are to give ourselves more theroughly
to this great work. Even if we had expended all this time, and
life, and treasure, and had never succeeded in the conversion of
a single soul, our obligation to labour and pray and give would
be just as binding as it is to-day. Success is not the measure of
our daty. It is God’s compassion to our infirmity that gives us
caccess; but it is not, I say, the measuro of our daty. Our
duty is based upon the command, ‘Go ye into all the world, and.
preach the Gospel to every creature.’ Well, then, in the words
of Burke to his constituents at Bristol, I would-say to the sup-
rters of this great cause—Applaud us when we run; console
us when we fall; cheer us when we recover : but, above all things,

let us go on, for God’s sake let us go on.”.

COPY OF THE REPORT OF COL. ORD,
THE COMMISSIONER APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE CON-
DITION OF THE BRITISH SETTLEMENTS ON THE WEST COAST
OF AFRICA.

Report of the Commissioner appointed to Inquire into the Condition of

the British Settlements on the YWest Coast of Africa.

- {Concluded.]

Notwithstanding the obstacles at present interposed to trade, thera
i3 much reason to hope that the imfinence which the local govern-
ment now exercises over the contending parties will ultimately be
successful in réconciling their differences, and it is the opinion of

competent persons engaged in the trade, ‘that 8,000 tons of palm oil
might be exported from Legos the year after peace was secured ; in
{he meantime, the export is mainfained by the people of Lagos,
whoss former employment as carriers and canoe-men to the neighbour-

atfention to the collection of palm oil (and the cultivation of pro-
visions) on the lands borderivg the Iagoons, and ara thus usefully
oceupied in developing the resaurces of the country.

There is no authentic record of the imports into Legos prior to its
becoming a British possession; but, for the latter half-year of 1863,
duty was paid on goods to the value-of :77,9820.,-shich was increased

in 1883 to. 171,1897, of which the principal articles were (Return, |

No. 23, Appendix) wines, spirits, cotton goods, tobacco, and the
raterials for casks for kolding palm cil. ~ Although the disturbances
in the interior prevent the egress of any produce, the importation of
soods is not prohibited, and some of the merchaats, with the view of
keeping up their connection - with their native dealers, and to insure
the safety of the produce belonging to them in their hands, have con-
tinued to send up supplies, but the general imports into the settle-
ments have naturally geen mauch reduced.

Pravious to the cession of Lagos the duties levied by the kiog con-
sisted of & three per cent.ad talorem duty on imports, or two per
cent, on exports from the port. For this the British Goveroment
substituted, in June 1862, an ad_valorem export and jmport duty of
two per cent., which was altered in 1803 to three per cent.on imports,
with certain higher specific duties on spirits, tobaeco, guns, and - gun-
powder, the export duty being abolished ; further modifications took
place in the same year, aud the duties were finally fixed at four per
ceat. on imports, with specific dulies on the articles before mentioned,
rates which still continue in force, and which constitute the whole
taxation of the settlement, No complaint appearsto have been made
by anyone that these charges sare oppressive or burdensome; and,
considyering the circumstances of the people, and the ample return
which their labour produces, it cannot be ssid that they are heavily
taxed.

The revenus raiced during the frst half-year's occupation of the
settlements amounted to 7,130L; in the following year 16,708l was
raised; and the revenue of the past yearis found to have reached
22,8281, ‘The greater part of this is produced by customs’ receipts,
and the balance is made up by a Parliamentary grant, which has
averaged 2,0001. a-year, and of certain small amounts from fines, for-
feitores, and sales of Jand. (Returns, Nos. 25, 26, Appendix)

T'he expenditure of the colony, as will be seen by Return No. 25,
hés been 8,510, in the half-year of 1862; 15,8371 in the year 1863;

been raised for the protection of the setilement, in consequeace of the
sroell military force appropriated for the purposs, has been attended
with heavy expense. ~ On the whole, the expenditure does not show
an excess over.the revenue, though it is necessary to observe that
this does not sccurately represent the financial condition of the
settlement, since it appears by the Return No. 28 (Appendix) that
there has been incurred, in addition to the recorded expenditure, 8
debt of 4,224, partly for the hire and expenss of a steamer, which
was rendered necessary by the withdrawal of one of the men-of-war
hitherto appropriated for the purpose, and also by the heavy expen-
diture for works and buildings which was requirad on the establish-
ment of the government. The recent depressed state of trade has
also temporarily affected the receipts from revenus, and rendered
necessary the borrowing of a small sum for current expenses.

Although it is clear that the first formation of a new colony,
especially in such a situation as Legos, must have involved very
heavy demands upon the public %urse, it does not seem upreasonable
to expect that the 45,6741, which was the smount raised from
revenue in the two years and a-half it has been in existence, would
have been found sufficient to effect all that was most wanted without
involving the settlements in any debt. All that has been said as to
the necessity of more careful management of the finances of the
Gambia and Gold Coast applies with equal force to Lagos, which
hss, however, an advantage over these colonies in the steady growth
of its revenus under circumatances of considerable depression in its
trade; and if, as there seems reasonsble ground for supposing, this
increass is maintained, the tettlement will have no difficulty in re-
lieving itself of all its liabilities without diminishing in any way the
extent or efficiency of its establishmenta. .

The sdministration of justice is ungdertaken by a chief magistrate,
a polics magistrate, and the two civil commandants of Badagry and
Palms, an establishment which appears sufficient for the duties
which at present devolve upon it; eventually, howerver, as the inba-
bitants, of whom -the number on the island is vanous\{ estimated
between 40,000 and 80,000, and is probably nearer the larger than
the smaller number, learn to avail themselves of the cheap and ready
justice which our courls dispense, it may be éxpected that some addi-
tion will require to be made to the judicial staff. ‘

It has been stated that the protection of the settlements has ren-
dered expedient the establishment of a local armed force, IA_ISEd from
the natives of Houssa, large numbers of whom are found in Lagos,
where they have, in most instances, been brought over as slg.res.
These people bave & strong ‘autipathy to their former masters, with a
considerable aptitude for military duties; :100 of them have accord-
ingly been organized as an armad police, who not only share in all
the duties of the garrison, but also perform many others which the
custom of the service prevents soldiers from being employed upon,
end which ars absolntely required in a new settlement in the position
of Lagos; for example, when summonses from the court have to be
executed by the ordinary civil police in localities where resistance
may be apprehended, or when prisoners ‘have to be brought through
similar places, or when it is necessary to send messengers through
disturbed districts, thess men are found capable of executing such
gervices with great courage and fidelily; whilst, when not so
employed, they perform all the duties of soldiers, mounting guard
over stores, magazines, buildings, &c., and are ready to turn out at
once, on the order of the Governor, for the suppression of aoy distur-
bance or commotion. .

It has been already stated that, in the contemnplated reduction o
the force on the West Coast of Africa, the two companies of black -
troops who fora the garrison of Lagos are intended to be withdrawn;
there being no proper barracks for officers or men, they have suffered
considerably in their health; and as the cost for providing the neces-
sary accommodation for them is estimated at 20,0007, it is considered
better, as it will be more economical, to remove them at once, aud to
entrust the entire protection of the settlements to the Houssas, whose
aumbers will be somewhat augmented for the purpos.

There is a3 yet no Government ecclesiastical establishment, but the
Church Missionary Sociely maintains thres churches jn Lagos aud
one in Badagry; the Wesleyans also support & church in Lagos.

Fducation receives no aseistance from Goveroment, but there are
fout schools in Lagos and one in- Badagry sup rted by the Church
Missionary Society, and one in Lagos by the Wesleyans. One of the
Church Missionary establishments in Lagos 13 a grammar school
conducted on similsr principles to that at Bierra Leone, and which
has been in successfuroperation sincs 1859 ; it has at present twenty-

and in 1864 it amounted to 22,803L; the Retura No. 27 (Appendix)
exhibits the principal objects to bich it was applied, nons of which,
on inquiry, seem open to particular objection. The charge for - the
fixed civil establishments and for miscellaneous services ehows
a large increass, a considerable portion of which was for additions)
offices, and, in some instances, for augmentations of salaries; whilst
the outlay on police, and especially for the armed police, which have

five pupils of the better class of natives. o

The patives of Lagos are & mixed racs, Pagansio religion, and
resembling in many poials the people of the Gold Coast. To the
north of the lagoon, in which the island is situaled, are various
tribes, the principal of which are the Egbas, occupyiog the town of
Abbeokuta, about sixty miles up the river Ogun, due north of Lagos,
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The Eglas speak the Yoruba language, though they are said to be a
distinet tribe, formerly occupying a country near Oio, to the north of
Albeokuta, aud who were compelled to move downwards before the
Yorubas when the Fellanees, a Mohammedan race from the interior,
in pursuance of that principle which seems to govern all the followers
of the Prophet in Africa, pressed the Yorubas soutb. The Egbss
then seftled at Abbeokuta, and the Yorubas occupied amongst other
towns lbadan, to the east of it. Differences long existed between
the {wo tribes, which in 1860 and 1861 came to an issue on & claim
of the Ibzdans to have a direct road to Lagos and the * white man,”
in place of being compelled to send their produce and receive their
;f"oogs through Abbeokuts, paying the usual tribute thereon to the

Jgbas,

The town of lkorodu, situated at the head of the lagoon opposite
the settlement, being the spot where the Ibadans’ road was intended
to debouch, speedily became an object of contention betsveen the
opposing parties, and the Ikorodu people being induced to side with
the Ibadans, were threatened with the vengeance of their rivals.

The war was now brought into the more immediate neighbourhood
of the settlements, and the result was, caravans of traders from
Lagos were robbed, and carriers murdered in passing through the
seat of war; representations made to the Governor resulted in apeals
from him for redress to the Abheokutan chiefs, who did not deny
such excesses had occurred, but pleaded the disordered state of the
country, and promised to make compensation when in their power.
The Governor, not feeling satisfed with their reply, and believing that
the war was being carried on by a retrograde minority of the people,
threatened to bring the Egbas to reason by closing the road to
Abbeokula and preventing all trade between that place and Lagos.
Further robberies on traders, and. the prospect of an attack by the
J_)ahomiaus on Abbeokuta,led the Governor to’ issue a proclama-
tion récommending the Europeans residing theré to leave the place,
and eventually to carry out bis threat of proclaiming a blockads of
Abbeokuta ; these proceedings wers very displeasing to some of the
inhabitants of Lagos, and were made the subject of complaint by the
Church Missionary Sociely .in England, who addressed a memorial
on the subject to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in which they
urged that immediate' measures should be taken for checking the

policy of the Governor. ' ' .

Now, without denying that exception might perhaps he taken to
the language and style of the Governor’s proclamations and commu-
nications to the native chiefs, and admitting that his policy may
have. been injurious to the Abbeokutan cause, it does not, therefore,
follow that it was either improper or injudicious. Ib an .interview
with the acting Governor in 1863, the head chief of the Abbeokutans
not .only admitted that robbery and destruction of property were the
uatural results of war, but stated that it was their custom, under
such circumstances, to destroy trade and property in order to
recruit the army, and to drive the people to. war, and that if they
allowed trading there would be no soldiers. The statement goes far
to support the opinion expressed by the Governor that the war was
carried on for the satisfaction of & minority, and to justify him in
believing that the best way to bring the chiefs to reason would bo to
stop their supplies from Lagos.

It has been alleged that the Local Govérnment has made itself a
partisan in netive quarrels, and evinced hostility towsrds Abbeokuta.
It is quite natural that the friends of the Abbeckutans should view
with dissatisfaction any grocecdings likely to Le prejudicial to the
interests of the people; but elthough the sympathies of the Govern-
ment may possibly have been more on the side of the Ibadans, who
were striving to overthrow an unnecessary -and objectionable
mounopoly, than of the Abbeokutaus, who were endeavouring to
maintain it, inquiry fails to establish that the Government has shown
the slightest partiality in its dealings with either party; its sole
Qesire, and the objeet_ of its efforts has been to procure the return of
peaccand the re-opening of trade, and thus to restore prosperity to the
se_ulements. Tt is true that its efforts have not as yet been attended
with success, but they have certainly obtained for it the respect and
confidence of both the contending parties, and materially increased
its influence over them. .

In the Appendix (C, D, E, F) will be found copies of four
memorials; from King Docemo, from the Sierra [.eone emigrants,
from certain uatives and traders at Lagos, and from the British mer-
chants at Lagos. Two only of these memorials were addressed
directly to the Commissioner, but the others were pleced in his hands
for suech obser_vation a5 they might seem to him to require.

The memorisl of Docemo relates chiefly to the insufficiency of the
pension which he receives from the Government in return for his
cession of the country. Me urges that he formerly received 2,0001,
a-year from the duly on exports, with import dulies on tobacco and
cowries, besides fines and fees, whilst the presents of the merchants

having been stopped for four months by the act of the Governor, anq
that he is not permitted to use his seal to grants of land as stipulated
in the deed of cession. = . .

There is good reason to believe that thete is truth in Docemo’s
statement that the 1,0001. a-year he now receives does not represent,
as the third article, second paragraph, of the treaty provides, *the
net revenue hitherto annually received by him.” This matter should
receive attention ; and if, on inquiry, the claim is established, the
pecessary augmentation of his pension should be made from the
ample revenue which the seltlement is returning.

The corplaint that his pension was withheld for four months by
tha Governor is well founded, but Her Majesty’s Government
approved the proceeding, and warned him that if he again manifested
any disposition to resist British authority, they would be compelled
to withdraw it.

His claim to use his seal in the transfer of lands, is by the first
paragraph of the third article of the treaty to be only as “proofs
that there are no other native claims upon it.” He now desires to be
able to establish, by the mere fixiug of his seal, his own title to lands
belonging to deceased natives, to whom under the old native Jaws he
was heir. Under British law the heirs of such deceased persons are
recognised as the lawful owners of the property, to the exclusion of
the King's. claim, which, indeed, is altogether barred by the first
article of the treaty, whereby he ceded all his rights to the Queen.

One other point, not adverted to in the memorial, but brought by
Docemo before the Commissioner at a personal interview, will require
some consideration—viz., is he to have a successor on the throne ?
If so, by whom is this successor to be chosen, and what stipend, if
any, is he to receive? The King evidently attaches muchimportance
to this question, and it will be as well to remove an additional cause
of dissatisfaction by settling it at once. Probably the conclusion
which would be least inconvenient to the settlements, and not un-
satisfactory to the King, would be that he should select his successor
once for all, but subject to the approval of Her Majesty's Government,
and that he should receive a pension of 500l &-year from colonial
revenue for his life. . This arrangement would no doubt extinguish all
future claims or pretensions arising from our somewbat summary oc-
cupation of Lagos. .

The memorial of the Sierra Leone traders consists chiefly of com-
plaints of the existing stats of affairs in the settlement, which it de-
clares to ba much worsas than when it was under native rule—a state-
ment which can require no refutation. It speaks of the occupation
having brought with it thé distrust of the natives, stagnation of trade,
aod a continuance of war, and gives as the chief reason that British
law cannot be reconciled with native law (by which is meant that
native law is better for Lagos than British), and that slaves who come
to Lagos are made free. It also again recurs to the prosperity which
attended the settlement when under the King’s rule, which it terms a
protectorate, and the safety to life and property which prevailed ; and
after lamenting the little consideration which the memorialists receive
from the Local Government, which it alleges takes every opportuvity
of showing its contempt for them, it concludes with & statement in-
tended to show the evils resulting from the present administration of
:Ihe law, and prays that trial by jury may be introduced into the set-

ement, :

ey be considered as disposed of by the result of the trial it has
received in Sierra Leone,

The memorial of Tiwo, and certain other native traders and resi-
dents at Lagos, is a brief recapitulation of the advantages which they
enjoyed during the govermmnent of their beloved King Docemo aund
the protection of the. British Consul, and a complainl that having
been slaves themselves they are now slaveowners, and that their
wives and slaves are liberated by British interference, greatly to their
discomfort. Theré is also an allusion to a law relative to the
thatching of their houses, which is said to operate with much harsh-
ness, but which has since been repealed. Beyond this the memorial
does not appear to require notice. :

The last memorial is addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor, for the
information of the Commissioner, and is signed by four gentlemen,
the representatives of the largest British mercantile firms in Lagos.
Whilst acknowledging the depressed condition of the trade of
the country, which they admit exceeds anything koown even
in the most barbarous state of the seltlements, they charge this
entirely on the war which has prevailed in the interior for the last
five years. Without deeming it necessary to_enter into the causes
which have led to this war, they express an opinion that some of the
Egba chiefs, who are the principal supporters of it, aro encouraged
in their persistences in it by false notions, instilled into their minds
by injudicious advisers in Lagos, of the advantages which they will

contributed largely to his revenue. He complaius of his pension

obtain by their present course of action. Belioving these delusions
to be defrimental to the best interests of the natives and the country,

" disappesred from the neighbourhood of every spot on the West Coast,

The last, which is the only point in the memorial requiring notice,
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hat the restoration of peace will engble the resources of the I
gggnttry to be developed to pan extent hitherto deen;led m;pow?_le,
they earnestly entreat that these facts may be_):rougf %tg tée no 1§e
of Her Majesty’s Government, with an expression 0 t| eLr ‘t%t“etbo
sco peace preserved in any mapuer that may seem best to the

vernment. L .
GoThis memorial, emanating from some of the most m'telhge‘nt’_anq
¢xperienced gentlemen in the settlement, expressing as it does, views

<o completely at variance with those of the other memorialists, is de-

v { attentive consideration. )
SEI'Iv‘;Juegs{)ave-trade does not now exist nearer to Lagos than Why _dah
and the other seacoast towns of Dahomey, Where, moreover, at pre»gut
it is effectually repressed by the vigilant exertions of the cruisers, five

of whom are continually at anchor along this line of coast within

miles of the shore. i
m?)omestic slavery prevails in much the» same form as on the Gold

cof%if)'m {he situation of Lagos, the settlement cannot fail to be pre-

A od
sudicial to the health of Europeans; it hag, however, been occupie
Jl:lydlgovemment establishments for too short a time to enable any
decided conclusions to be arrived at-on this poiut.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. o t

i scribed the condition of the four settlements with respec

to }t{hBevi;Btgrfg: finances, taxation, administration, and relatlons_f?lh
tho natives, it becomes necessary to consider how far they satisfac-
torily attain the objects which the country has in view 1m mmntmmn%
them—rviz., the suppression of the glave-trade and the eucouragelment
of British commerce, and how far they may be mors completely at-

ined b, improved arrangements. . .
mf&es regaigg thep slave-trade, it is a well-established fact that it has

which has been made & British settlement; the distance to which it
has been removed depending in a great measure on the e%tent to
which the authorities of the settlement have been able to make their
influence felt. Nor need thisstatement be limited to British territory,
the Duteh and Danish possessions on the Gold Coast and the Rhe-
public of Liberia. having been equally the means of banishing the
traffic from their vicinity. R
1t may be supgosgd ttlilgt tbelg)r
me share in producing this result; b
Zgis?ence of t!?e settlements, is ‘s.uppoxted by the fact that 1c=;ven in
those which kave been the least vnsl]:ed by men‘of-wa{, it has been ai
effectually suppressed as in those which have been their most constan

resort. : .
As the introduction .of legi

esence of thé squadron has had
but that it is mainly due to tbo

timate commerce furnishes a safer and

i i ives from
more remunerative occupation to. the negro than he derives {r
trafficking in slaves, it will no doubt suggest itself as one clausa 1;0:
this banishment of slavery from the ng1g_hb9urhood of the sett emgn g,
but experience shows that commerce :s in itself powerless to px:oduce
‘this result. Lagos has for many years had & largs trade carrie to'nt
by Biitish and other European merchants, yet this did not preven tb)
frome being -at the same time the head-quarters of slav-ery&n{ he
Bights. At Whydah an extensive {rade in palm-oil has existe 1uue
1849, and yet slaves have been regularly shipped from that porl up
to the present day, and, os hss been already_stated, 8 cgé_igo 1vtnasf
awaiting embarkation there in December last. Noris this dfx 01& (1"9
explanation; palm-oil, which forms the pnncxglq article of tra eihe
collected by natives, chiefly domestic slaves, residing &t or hnc;xr o
coast, its weight and bulk “preventing it from being b.rou%i .tz yomﬁ
great distance in a country where }here are 1O rivers; an bels 8 h;
dent that it would answer the chiefs better to turn their labour ?
acconnt in this way than to sell them for exportation, even weredpo
the customs of the country entirely oppozed to such a procee u;g.
There is nothing, however, to prevent the chiefs from purcha}:s_mhg or
export any number of the slaves captured in the huots which are
regularly undertakea for this purpose 1o certain parts of }he 13ten1c1>1r-.
and so legitimate commerce and the slave-trade may be foun .coﬁ -
bined in any spot on the coast to which British authority or influ

e o ritish seltlements,and of the Republic of

Thus the existence of the B
Libe:ilz th:sesxelrved to eradicate the slave-trade from all but one spgt
on the i.500 miles of coast extending from the Gambia to Quittab;

and the recent acquisition of Lagos may be said to have freed almost

country, thismonarch is indebted for his wealth and the maintenance
of his “authority over his people almost exclusively to the slave-
trade. Whydah, the chief seaport of his dominions, is, as it has
always been, the principal place of export; and advantage is also
taken, when the vigilanca of the cruisers renders it necessary, of the
independent towns of Great Popo, Aghway, and Little Popo,
situated to the westward, the inhabitants of which are only too ready
to afford every facility for a trade from which they derive such profit.
In 1848, the King of Dahomey requested that a British Governor
might be sent to Whydah, an offer .Wthh.lt is needless to say was
not made with any expectation that his slaving operations would te
thereby impeded; but it is open to question whether, had the
arrangement been adopted, the influence which our presence wouid
have brought with it would not have produced a very dlﬁ'ergfxt state
of matters in regard to the elave-trado to that which now exists.

The town of Little Popo applied in 1661, through the Government
of Sierra Leone, to .be permitted to. cede ils ter{ltorfv to Great
Britain, an offer with which it was not thqught a_dnsah o to c}ose,
and there is little doubt that we might, were it considered expedleﬁllt,
readily obtain such a footing in this neighbourhood &s would enable
us to impose a very serious check to the slave dealing which no:lv

rovails. It is true that the export inthis locality is almost, altho‘ug_‘x
Eot entirely, kept under by the vigilance of the squadron, but tl}ls is
only effected by keeping & number of men-of-war (there were ..1§ u:
December last) anchored wilthin two miles of the coast, at shor

distances from each other, with armed boats in the intervals; an

ili S S ing duties on the
t entailing the severest and most tryiog €s 0
3%2::8::1;; -.men em%loyed, and attaining its partial success only at

st to the country. .
Yeﬁ" %ﬁiahpigzzut trade of ugle settlements he compared with that oi:
oy other British possessions, it is not certainly of any great moment ;
%'¥ guch as it is, it owes its continuance mainly to the encourage-
muer.:mt and protection which their pre.?ence atﬂ‘ords it. Tbl;egbei:_}):;és)l
i t for which complete returns caa
&;Sg?eét&eéia&eisu a trifle of 630,0001, whilst their imports for the

H 0001. .
same period reacheﬂ 533, . . hes been already alluded

in which the trade is carried on has be ] y alli
to 'II‘;: ?h??‘g:n]:grwpal:t of the report, and it will be readily understood

ich is conducted chiefly by native agents, and to

thateztcgzt;etr%e& ‘zglllﬂines inhabited by savage and lawless_ tnbez,
:tgcronsiderab]e distances from _thafse{it[em;ntts,egsglfgllgﬁlz; 5;0;22:1;3
i their influence is felt an ir ;
;gditgtg;li?hstanding the comparative security afforded .tg (rian_ie,
local izlaterruptions of it ‘are’ but toco numerous, and the difficulties
which have arisen between the natives and ourselves have, in mlagy
jnstances, haed their origin in robberies and assaults committed by
h on. our traders and their servants, so that the merchants arer
: eltl; b1y not in error in asserting that the complete annihilation ¢
Flzgiratra?ée would in most cases follow ‘the withdrawal of the pro-

i v v-enjoy. .
wcfétﬁa;hlfgeg(;?reeai}yystated that the commerce of the setilementsis,
at the present momeut, in & somegvha; deiressed condition, a resgl{
artiy aftributable to the great rise in the value of cotton gcou.,
H asioned by the war in America, and, in a greater degree, to the
o and differences which have prevaited of late amongst the }mtt_ves
Fn;lsxeir neighbourhood; peace and order are, however, now be}u_g
lgnrrulual]y restorad, and the recent formation of §e{zi;;1elrx;?;:lt::rr;§:&1;e;$
- engaged in extensive commercia ,

ghobali? ?]tlﬁzg zheenrges%urces of 1he country are at length about to be
svelope its trade to receive an Impetus which will render

ﬁ?:etllgleig;l:gditslﬁght to such support and protection asar3 accorded

ossessions. . .
0 §<|)l a:rﬁxl::rfs tha:snppression of the slave-trade and the encou:
? L

s are concerned, it may be said that the seltle-
mgemEnit?ifzzarr?gc;éain the principal objects for which they ;re
e d: but it must be borne 1n mind that thera  are ot (.:r
ma‘lm‘:l?ge.mtainment of which augments greatly tho advantaglcs
Obj'ecltﬁ'tl maintenance of the setilements confers: these are, the
it ]B[human sacrifice, and other similar barbarous practlccsl.
o onor i of that oppression and injustics which too often atlent
o Tt f the native laws, and the introduction of such

inistration 0 0 cti
the o s, {he laws and customs regarding domestic slaves as

shall at least lead to some improvement in their condition, if it does

tem from bondage.
noqtqzl;ogﬂlhgs;rei; seafelg affirmed Ihat wheraver there has beena
A ’

modifications into

entirely he curse the remainder of the coast; the two excep-
tionseb)eiggrﬁhte small spot between the Gambm.and Sierra Leo::he.
the case of which has already been referred to_in the report 01.1t g
latter colony, and a portion of the s2a coast lying betwee&) Quit &s
and Lagos, immediately in the rear of which are the dominion:

of the notorions King of Dahomey. o .
It is well knovmg that, from the peculiar circumstances of his

i been successfully directed to these
i tf orrfgf m"fl?ll;:fgn:a::i;ieces and torture {‘or witcheraft aris1
1mportadu fein“tbe neighbourhood of the northern settlements, ;n
nous h?lot altogether uuknown on the Gold Coast, are even t e‘:e
tﬂfﬁmltl\'geme rarity, punishment never failing to be b\j\:ltedkon Tth:
gﬁ‘eenxder who is copvicted of them, no matter what bis rank.
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establishment of our own legal tribunals in all the territories under
our rule has given facilities for relief to those who are oppressed, of
which they are very ready to avail {hemselves, and by this, amongst
other measures, a great geal has been dene to mitigate the evils of
domestic elavery. Moreover, there has been spread widely abroad
an apdpreciation of the superiority of Furopean civilisation, and of
the advantages it briugs with it, the results of which, if not yet
apparent, there can be no doubt will be seen hereafter.

Whilst claiming for the settlements the successful attainment
of these important ends, it is not to be denied that many weighty
objections bave been urged against them; it has been said that
they are fatal to life, costly to the country, and ill-managed; that
they involve us in wars and collisions with the natives, and bring
no bepefits in return which could not be obtained as readily and
more economically were they altogether absndoned, or at least
retained only as small trading posts, perhaps with a consular officer
to protect British interests.

That they sre prejudicial to the health of Europeans is undoubted,
though, notwithstanding this fact, there is no patt of the coast in
which establishments are not to be found kept up by British and
other merchants, some_of whom reside for years in the country
without suffering materially from its climate ; int with respect to its
effeet on the lives of the officers and men of ihe army and navy,

~ and the civil servants whom our poliey compels to remsain on the

coast, such statistics as are accessible do not seem to establish that
the country deserves the fatal character attributed to it. In the
Appendix, No. 29, will be found a return exhibiting the mortality of
the navy employed on the West African station, and of that on the
North Americen and West Indian station, in the five years from 1857
to 1861, from which it appears, that whilst the North Ametican and
West Indian squadron loses on' ihat station an average of 28:26 per
1,000 of its officers and men, the West African squadron loses on an
average 31'14 out of the same number. A similar eomparison of the
mortality amongst the black regiments employed respectively in the
West Indies and on the West Coast (Return No. 30, Appendix),
shows an average of deaths in the former of 28-92 per 1,000 against
3219 per 1,000 in the latter. These returns do not certainly esteblish
the objection that, compared with other stations on which our army
and navy are called upon to serve, the West Coast of Africe is par-
ticularly fatal to life. No detailed information has been obtained
respecting the loss by death of civil servants of the Government on
the West Coast; but it may be stated that the loss of life from climate
amongst this elass is by no means large; the facility with which
officers of all the services who suffer to any dangerous extent from
disease are permitted to return. home on sick leave, must operate to
diminish considerably the number of fatal cases.

The expenditure of the Imperial Government for the settlements
consists of a small grant in aid of their civil establishments, which
aversges about 12,000l. e-year, and of the cost of the military
establishments required for their protection, an amount whick varies
with the strength of the force employed. Recent events on the Gold
Coast had caused a considerable increass to be made to this force,
but the present appearance of affairs seems to justify its reduclion to
about its ususl strength.

It will be considered presently whetber larger reductions canmot
be effected in the cost for military establithments without endangering
the security of the settlements, and with increased efficiency to their
administration.

Admitting that thers mag bave been errors in the sdministration
of these settlements, that their finances may not bave been always
carefully managed, end that differences or collisions with the natives
have occurred which greater forethought or judgment might perhaps
lmv_e n some inttances prevented, it cannot be denied thai, from
their cirecumstances and position, they are exposed to riske and em-
barrassments from which most other colonies are free, and that
whenever settlements are brought into contact with warlike and law-
]ﬂc;‘zsbsya;aoges, such cc}mp]ications;s have occurred on the West Coast

means unfrequent, and are gen i -
cial and other dimculli%s. © generally produc_hve of fnan
. The possibility of introducing improvements into their administra-
tion will, however, presently form a subject of consideration.

The suggestion that the benefits gecrving from the seltlements
would Le as readily obtaived were they abolished, or, at least, made
trading posts with a consul, is supposed to be supported by the fact,
that the oil rivers, as the districtis termed in which the Benin, Nun,
Calabar, and Boony Rivers are situated, have a trade in palm oil
exceeding that of the settlements, and yet that it is sustained with-
out any ald or interference from Government.

. This statement is perfectly correct, except as regards the mon-
interference of the Government, the Commodore being compelled at

times o exercise a1l the authority which the power of the gquadion

l gives him to maintain order in these rivers, which are said to Lea

occasionally the scene of great irregularities.

Tt must, howerver, be borne in mind that the district in question
ismost prolific in palm-oil trees, and that ready access is obtainable
to jt through its nimerous rivers; thus favourably situsted, Europeans
had every opportunity of making the natives aware of the valye of
the produce tbat lay around them, and of inducing them to turn thei,
attention to its collection, whilst the facilities which were afforded to
H?qe were such ag are not to bs found in any other part of

ties.

Urged by these conciderations, the chiefs were soon led to ses that
it was more advantageous to employ their slaves in the manufacturs
of palm cil than to sell them; and it is easy to understand how,
under these circumstances, no Government aid should havs been
required to create the large trade that now exists, and by its agenty
has abolished the former traffic in slaves. n

Unfortunately, however, on the whole length of cosast on which our
eastern settlements are situated, there is no river capable of admitting
& ship of any kind (indeed there is but one stream between Sierra
Leons and Benin, a. distance of 1,100 miles), and in the northern
colonies of 8ierra Leone and Gambia, both of which possess rivers,
there is not the material for such a trade &s is found at the oil rivers;
their case must, therefors, be admitted to be an exceptional one, and,
as such, to afford no ground for the objections which have been raised
upon it to the retention of the setttements irn their present form.

The idea of reducing the settlements to the condition of trading
ports, with a consular authority to protect British interests, no doubt
recommends itself to notica by the impression it creates that the
expense, trouble, and inconvenience the settlements now entail would
be thus eltngether removed; but we are, fortunately, not without
experience of the consequences to which such an arrangement
would lead.

For ten years, from 1852 to 1861, the island of Lagos was the
residence of European merchants, who carried on an extensive and
remunerative trade, for the prosecution of which its position afforded
considerable facilities, and which at the same time pressrved itto a
great extent from the aggression of neighbouring tribes. It was
governed by its native king, who was placed on fhe throne, sfter the
expulsion of the usurper, by the efforts of the British squadron, and
weas meintained in tbat position by the same power, and lastly it had
the assistance, as Brifish Consuls, of men of ability and local
experience, who_exerted themselves in every way to promote its
prosperity and advancement. The result has been  already detailed ;
after ten years of misrule, Her Majésty’s Government, notwitks
standing its reluctance to extend the British dependencies on the
African coast, was compelled, in the interests o humanity,-to take
possession of Lagos, and make it & British settlement,

If such were the consequences of this experiment in a place like
Lagos, possessing so many conditions favourable fo its success, it
can hardly be doubted what would follow an attempt to apply it to
places like the Gambia and the Gold Coast, surrounded by powerful
and warlike natives, who are now only kept in restraint by the know-
ledge that we possess the pawer to enforce submission to our authority.

. But if the reduction of the settlements to the condition of trading
Eosts would be likely to prove so injurious, how much greater would

e the evils accruing from their enlire abandonment? It may be
presumed that the use which Sierra Leone must always be of as a
coaling station for men-of-war, and the position and influence she
exercises over o considerable a portion of the country, coupled with
her prosperous and peaceful state, would prevent any thought of ber
abandonment. . The Gambia and Gold Coast have not, howerer,
these claims to copsideration, and whilst of the latter it has been
already shown that the withdrawal of the British authorities would
probably be the signal for the re-opening of the glave trade, it is
1mpossidle to predict a hetter fate for the Gambis; the religious and
other wars constantly prevailiug there between the natives lead to
the capture of large numbers of prisoners, of whom they are always
anxious to disposa to one another, but whom they wou[vd bé highly
gratified to be able to zell for export beyond the geas, were the op-
portunity which our absence would afford once granted them, an
opportunity which the free navigation of their fine river wovld place
at the disposal of tribes far in the interior.
If, therefore, the slave trade is {o be effectually and economically
repressed, the settlements must be maintained ; and it now remaios
to consider what improved arrangements should be introduced into
their edminisiration, with the view of securing their greater
efficiency.
. On reviewing the bistory of the settlements, the conclusion seems
inevitable, that in Tespect to the three smaller, Gembis, Gold Coast,
and Lagos, whether as regards the state of their finances, their

taxation, legislation, and the gemeral mranagement of their &ffairs,
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the present condition of each of them may be sttributed in great ]
measure to the want of a regular and well-deflnéd system of adminis-
tration. For this, as well as for auother evil, tlre existence of which
is equally apparent, viz.,, the entire absence among the four colonies
of anything Jike a uniform general policy in their dealings with the
natives; the rémedy thaf sugggsis ifsé)f is the ptaciog the whole under
the control of one ¢éntral authotity. . .
The principle on which this arrangement should be carried out is
that which prevails in our smaller West Indidu Colonies, eath of
which is permitted to raise and appropriate its revenue, to pass its
laws, &nd generally to adn(:}iﬁxisffer its affairs, subject only to the
roval of the Governor-in-Chief. .
apgierm Leone, as the most important and o_umtral]y situated of the
West African seitlements, naturally presents itself as the proper seat
of the Central Government, from which would emanate such directions
as were necessary for the general guidancg of the other settlements,
whilst in cases of greater emergendy opportunity would be afforded
to their edministrators of referring for mslruc_hons,.whlch would in
many instances relieve them from the difficulty in which they arenow
often: placed, of baving fo defermine on their own unaided respon-
sibility on matters of great moment to the welfare, and even safety, of
their settlements, .
The 1eﬁg"i§1 of time that this system of government has been in
successful operation in the West Indies will probably be constdered
a sufficient ground for proposing its trial in the seitlements; and
it seems only necessary to observe in answer to ihe -objection that
may possibly be urged against it—1bat it bas been already tried and
condemned ; that 1318 arrangement nnder which the Governments
of the Gambia and the Gold Coast were formerly administered under
the jurisdiction of Sierfa Leone differed from thit now contémplated
in the impotiant point, that these minor colonies were not thexé
permitted to legislate in the smallest particular for themselves, an
hed not even the liberty of acministering justice in their own courts,
thus rendering their degend_ence upon the central Government an
impediment in place of an advantage to them. It may also be
added that the-absence of any certain and speedy communication

batween the scttloements in thoss days bhad, doubtless, some shareﬂ

in leading the Committea of 1842 to recommend the separation of all
the governments.

The arrangement now contemplated will- make it necessary to .

i o colonjes with greater facilities for intercommunication
?&:::l?ge;hat present possesaggmand in making the necess_u{ﬁ%ronta%t;
for this purpose, it will be right to consider whether it not
also possible so to arrange that tho- settléments having an extensive
se-board or mruch internal water communication may be assisted 1m
maintaining that regular and ceriain intercourse with thejr people,
which is one of the surest guarantees for the preservation of peace.

Sierra Leone, as the head quarters of the general Government,
will require the exclusive services of & small sfeainer suitable _fo_r
visiting the settlements. Having_several outlyig dependencx;a,
and muzh internel water communication, she will also negd the
aid of & vessel of light ‘draft of water, capable of runring up

creeks. ) L .
th?l‘l??%]ae;bis bas only her river, for the navigation of Whl%}l
sufficient provision is already mede by a steamer supplied by t e
Imperial Government, and suppoited partly by the colony. 4 Bas mo

The Gold Coast, though having an extensive sea-b_onr , has n
navigable river, and it would not, therefors, be advisable that a
vessel should be appropriated for the exclusive uss of the Goyernr;xent.

At Lagos the Admiralty has hitherto supplied the service of t\;o
gun-boats, which have been employed ju the mnavigation of the
lngoons, and in cemmunicating with vessels outside thg e_ntrance:_

Fioin (he shallowness of the water of the lagoons it is necessary
that the vessel employed in their navigation should have a v]e]ry
light drafc of water, whilst, for going outside, the heavy sea t a&
prevails on the bar necessitates the employment of a larger an

deeper steamer. . . ]
é are thus required for the usé of the settle
A et pov l(la to dqispense with the services of the

ment, it would. ba quite possibls ¢
larger, le}:‘::em at pgtticum' periods; for example, when .the aném! of
the m'ail, men-of-war, or store-ships, &¢., was expected; but during

i i 4 Coast, and afford the
thete intervals she might proceed to the Gold Coas
Goreruor of (st settemest b0 cpportuey 1 TG SO0l
’ ‘stations. As the distan .
g:;n :{:3:: 23513%0&1%. there would be_ plenty of time to allow of
‘hef petforming this service at frequent intervals, without préjudice
i ies at Lagos.
N I}lte:;;g;g:rfgmd;“tlgz 2:\rmygestims.t% for the present year that the
proposad military expenditure on the four seitlements-amounts to
127,8071, and that this provides for an effective foros of two regi-

ments of black troops, or about 1,600 mea.

Tt has been already stated that tha condition of affsirs oa the
Gold Coast and Lagos is such as to warrant the reduction of the
forca allotted' for- their occupation one-hslf, or by half a regiment;
this should effect a correspondiog dimioution of one-fourth in the
amount of the estimate, but so much of this expenditure is esused by
the largé establishment of staff, which the exigencies of the climate
appest to render necessary, that it will not effect anything like
this saviog.

The for%e formerly employed on the coast averaged about 1,000
men, and there seems no reason to suppose_ that it might not be at
once reduced to this amount without exposing the settlements to any
risk; forther reductions are, however, needed to bring the charge
for their defence within reasonable limits, and the readiest mode of
effecting this is to ba found in the extension to the other setllemen}s.
so far as their circumstances warraut, of the system already success-
fully tried at Lagos, the employment of an armed polica force of the
natives known as houssas, as auxiliaries to, or even subslitutes for,
m?g&:bséol;i;;gs& on Lagos will be found a more particular account
of the history and characteristics of this tribe, who, in addition 1:0
their ofher good qualities; have, unlike most other natives on the
coast, no objection to go to other countries, many of them t‘111_1wmg
readily enlisted for service in & black regiment in the West In \e;.

Protected as the West Coast Settlements have baen buhertod yle.
body of regular troops, it would mot be expedient to make stxddfen y
the expariment of confiding their security entirely to a loced oree,
but as a sufficient number of houssas can ba_orgamsed, a ]rl utgut%u
may be effected in the strength of the garrisons, especi y‘t)ed eta
minor seftlements, and the chief part 9! the troops concent{g. sf
Sierra Leons, where it would be, with the increased faci mei o
communication to bs supplied, at once available for movement l:mt.
any point where it might appear to the head of the Government tha!
its services could be usefully and judiciounsly employed. ¢ additional

The concentration of the Goveroment, the em_ploymento '?1 di wlve
steamers, and the organisation of a mew police force m] invo! vo
a considerable addition of expense, which most of the colonies a

i iti ] ith i d adminis-

tainly not now in & condition to meet.  With improved 4
fcre;tion éill, no doubt, come an improved revenus, and the tu:);u mgy
pot be far distant when under such circumstances they e

able to bear t])G whole wsbotu 81r Govemment' for the P Ebant,
l th H T
howerer aid mus be co 1] ed to be Yen them, and Wben it 13
. t continu t 248

ticed (Return, No. 31, Appendix) tbat of | s
ﬁfm oogt of their estahlishments, they raise 77,000%, leaving but

. : : : hat
12,5001, to be supplied from Imperial funds, it must be admitted tha
:czx‘:ox'ding to theiglineans they contribute fairly to the expense of their

ministration. . .

'dlf, howeset, the proposad reductions of the military esm.bhshme::htz
be carried into effect, there will result a very large saving :ioth e
Imperial Government on this head, and it may be presumle t:
should inquiry establish the propriety of retaining the setttel;nenin,
such assistance will be afforded as may be necessary to S}ac_e errtl !
a position to discharge efficiently, though economically, the im portan

j i i intaimed.—I have, &c.,
objects for which they ﬁlll be x?;ilgn;:il;e hast, &0 wor OaD.

following ships of war have been ordered home from the

Wg%oast ‘Zf Agfricap: Dart, 5, Commander Richards; Grifio, 5,
Commander J. L, Perry; Mullet, 5, C. H. Simpson. i

Tre Brrris Caprives 1v Aprssisia.—We have received 1a-
telligence direct from these unfortunatesup to the 9th April. hA(i
that date they were all well. Money and provisions had reac dc
them from the coast, which scems to imply that they were under
less restraint. It was rumoured that the Abuna had been
released by King Theodorus, and that he would exert his 1z3t1_uem:ef
to procure the liberation of our countrymen. The position o
the king is becoming more and more critical. It appears thath111e.
has returned from his second expedition to Shoa thoroughly
beaten, and has chut himself up within his stronghol(}il‘ s}t
Mogdala. Gondar is said to be in the possessionof a rebel ¢ 1;:,,
and Tigré has revolted from Theodorus. 8hould the latter be
obliged to flee, the captives will probably be liberated at ogga
unless, indeed, the king should fake it into his head {o sa(ti:n_ ce
them beforehand. The following statement is contameP ina
letter from Massowah, writien by a missionary of the wrﬁ[;e;:
ganda : “ Mr.(Captain) Cameron is expected toreturn eoon s
gowsh. Mr. Stern, &c., are stillin chains. The Iette;lw:os ad-
dressed to a correspondent in Bgypt, but we are unadle 1o sy
how far the intelligence may be credited.
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TROINW BUILDINGS,

Of cvery description, adapted to all climates, made portable,

so that inexperienced . workmen can easily re-ereet them,

THEATRES, CONCERT-ROOMS, HOTELS, BARRACKS, WAREHOUSES, VILLA RESIDENCES, . GIIURCHES,
SCHOOLS, SCHOOL-ROOMS, SHOPS, MARKET-PLACES, LABOURERS' COTTAGES, STABLES, LODGES, &ec., &e.
Esrruates and Drawixnes may be had on application at the Offices, 21, MOORGATE-STREET, LONDON.

IRON ROOFINCG

Is the cheapest, lightest, and most durable of any description of roofing. Is very porfable and inexpensive in carriage. Corrugated
Tron Sheets, Painted or Galvanised, supplied in any quantity, and packed for exportation.

ITRON GCGIRDERS,

BRIDGEé, RAILWAY STATIONS, &c., &c., Manufactured by S.-C. HREMMING and CO.
Experienced Workmen gent to all parts of the World, at a moderate charge.

OTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
PACKED by WALKER'S PATENT ROTATING
PRESS, in HALF the USUAX. TIME. Sugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India,
17, COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON.

EO L. LLOYD, COMMISSION MERCHANT, MONROVIA,
LIBERIA, receives consignments of Ready-made Clothing,
Crockery, Dry Goods of every description, Oilcloths and Carpet-
inge, Hardware, Bottled Liquors and Ale, Millinery, Fancy
goods, Boots and Shoes, Umbrellas, Flannels, Looking-glasses,
c., &e. i
Mr, L. desires to open correspondence with those gentlemen
desirous of transacting business with him. Address as above.
The best of references given. . :
Monrovia, Liberia, 1864. )

EADS, HARDWARE, CORALS, &c., on SALE at M. L.

Levin’s Warehouse, Bevis Marks, London.

List of Goods now ready: Large Yellow Agra Beads, ditto
Black, ditto Green, Seed Beads all Colours, Fancy Agra Beads,
Pipe and Bead Corals, Imitation Corals, Musket Flints, Cowries,
QGeneva in Green Cases, Brandy ditte, Gin -ditto, Champagne
ditto, Cordials ditto, Sardines, Candles, Perfumery (Rimmel’s),
Drugs (Lamplough’s), Muskets, Matchetts, Swords, Bowie
Kpives, Table ditto, Looking-glasses, Wine  ditto, Tumblers,
Clothing. _

AL L. LEVIN, BEVIS MARKS, LONDON, E.C.

EST COAST of AFRICA, MADEIRA, and TENERIFFE.

—The African Steam-ship Company’s vessels (carrying Her
Majesty’s Meils) leave LIVERPOOL monthly, with goods
and passengers, proceeding direct to MADEIRA, TENERIFFE,
BATHURST, SIERRA LEONE, CAPE PALMAS, CAPE
COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, LAGOS, BENIN, NUN, BRASS,
BONNY,  TFERNANDO - PO, CAMEROONS, and OLD
CALABAR.

Nore.—Goods for Sierra LronE will be delivered et consignees’
risk info the Company’s floating depot, whence delivery is 4
1o be taken within seven days after arrival, otherwise they will
be landed and put into Cnstoms warehouse at consignees’ risk
end expense, under stop for charges.  Goods for Ferxaxpo Po
and the Rivers are transhipped at Boxxy, snd forwarded by
branch Steamer at shippers’ risk.

The fast and. powerful screw steamship ATHENIAN,
1,048 tong, oud 200-horse power, G. F. SNART, Commander,
will leave LIVERPCOL on SATURDAY, JUNE 24, at
11 a.x.  Dassengers embark by steam tender, leaving the
North Londing Stage at 9.30 a.x. punctually. Goods and heavy
baggsge must be clongside the ehip at the loading berth,
Huskisson Dock, not later than hicon on the 22nd. No goods
or parcels can be shipped without pre-payment of freight.

For further information apply, in Liverpool, to the agents,
Messrs. FLETCHER and PARR, 23, Castle-street; or at the
Company’s Offices, 14, Leadenhall-streef, London, E.C.

LAMPLOUGH'S PYRETIC SALINE.

Effervescing and tasteless, ifs constant use is especially calevlated to main.
tain kealth and precent Small-pox, Ferers, and Measles.

Her Majesty’s representative, the Governor of Sierra Leone, in a letter
of réquest for an additional supply, states, ** It is of great value; it should
be in the hands of all Eunropeans visiting the tropics.”

Is an sgreeable effervescing remedy, of great efficacy in all kinds of
Fever and Blood diseases, especially these: occurring during hot weather.
Dr, Gibbon, Staff-Surgeon in the Crimean war, states that European
residents in hot countries find that the use of this refreshing beverage
prevents exbausting perspiration and its alternative deadly fever.

The elegance, purity, and usefulness of the preparation has been ceriified
by some of the most eminent physicians in the Army, Nava), and Hospital
service of Great Britain, .

It acls by purifying and lowering the temperature of the blood; bence
ils great importance to all persons seeking to reside with safely and comfort
in tropical countries, or subjected to unusual beat,

His Excellency the Goternor of the West India Colonies, in a telter of
request for an additional supply, states, “* After a residence of seventeen

years in the Colonies, T am bound to admit it is the finest and best prepara-

tien I bave ever met with, I keep it on my sideboard, hoping that others,
seeing it, will be induced to take and profit as I havedone by it. Iattribute the
excellent state of my heslth to its use, and I lose no opportunity of urging
others to take it."”

Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, 1st West India Regiment, Sierra Leone:
;Il_hue enjoyed uninterrupted health since I have taken your Pyrelic
sline,” o

Dr. Sparks, the Government Medical Inspector, Port of London, bears
cordial testimony to its efficacy in chronic forms of Gastric complaints and
Febrile Dyspepsia. :

. William Stevens, Beq., M,D., D.C.L,, states, in his work on West India
Fevers, that wherever the saline treatment is adopted the fatal yellow
fevers are deprived of their terrors. .

Out of One Thousand cases treated on the Saline plan, * the astonishing
pumber of Nine Hundred and Righty-nine recovered,”

Orders for the West Coast of Africa prompily executed per return of
mail by the Sole Manufacturer, 113, Holborn-hill, Loadon, W.C., or by M.
L. Levin, Shipping Agent, Bevis-marks, he baving spesial correspondents
at Bathurst, Cape Coast, Anamabo, Accra, Lagos, Cameroons, Bonny, an
Old Calabar, Agent for Sierra Leone, J. B. Elliot, Bsq.; Messts. Biden
and Gardner, Cape Town, who are appointed also for the sale of the

CONCENTRATED ESSENCE OF PERUVIAN BARK.

Superior and more agreeable than' Quinine, it truly contains all the
elements of the Cinchona Bark, dissolved out by a peculiar process, that
eliminates entirely the active principle, adding materially to itsefficacy as a
remedial agent ; being fluid, it does nct pass off or through the system, ‘:
Quinine occasionally does, it sits easier on the stomach, and will po
preduca t;;thel' beadsche or constipatien, mixesd we}l :’l;]l:l ::;;;'xﬁ“:;nfeﬂl?;
spirits, being exclusive, very importsnt, rare and valu 1
appreciated by all who se e Sole Maker, H, LAMPLOUGH, Chemisf,
113, HOLBORN-HILL, LONDON, W.C.
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