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COTTON PICKING OR HUSKING ]V[ACHII NS.
EXTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COTTON SUPPLY ASSOOIATION, MANCHESTER, 1804.
~}, ’ be done to nr0vide what is ureently neMed--viz, a machino which, without injuring th0 staple,Much y0t re_mares to .. . ~ .......~_:,~;, ......~,m~ our Committee retard this as a matter of VITAL

o~ +ha S~W Oin often does. sn~ ap~pronmate to 1~ In prvuu~,.~ ~p ....o. Y "
I~"oR~r~LNCE to the Culdvation of Cotton,"

This long.desired object has at length been attained by the North Moor Foundry Company, whose Gin turns out as much as a Saw¯ "m le and durable machine yet invented¯
in without in’u to the fibre, and is. the m~t m .p .....:.,. :. oho #.,~ afae~ine invented for the ~urpose. The ~parstion ofO , ’Pha C.,~ v have also perfected a "" Husking Machine,. w m~, ;~ ~-_~_~_,,.~, ..*~ ....

~.~ ~* ,,,,~+ as for ~ome kinds of Cotton it has....... c-n" "- ̄ nd. This has aauea eau~tuvu~,~ ,v,,,~ -,~. ...., . ,, . ,,
Crdtnn from its husk or wed, has hitherto b~n done by.ha ...........~ _, ....a o^+~n̂ ,’~r hour.--fSee leader*n the Engineer
r"equ]r-~lfifty to sixty pe’rsons to pick sufficient to supply aom proauemg tuv,os, v ............

r~

of February 3, 1865.)

THI= PATI=NT "KNIF I= =ROLLKR’’ COTTON  IN.
The extraordinary superiority of this Gin over all others will be apparent from the following remarks :--

l.--It is the simplest Gin yet invented, having~ onl/~’~:nwme aa~%g P~S~o xt at once2 --Perfeefl self-feeding and self-acting ; a I Y P " "" "ore than if inned b- a Saw Gin-" ~ Y" .... ~-- ~-~ ~ that the same Cotton will fetch 2d. to 3d. per ln..m . g Y "
S Ii0~ ID ure rue ~uto, .- -~ ¯ "

~’--~,,° e/~-*-to,*dJio do more than double the ¢o~6f anY other Girt on the ~aca~h[PrTac~ly; .....h^ur~’~ ........ - ¯ ~,’-- ---~ -,n lh,rn out 30Olbs to ~UUIDS. el c~eau~u vvtt,,a F~* v .
.-- ne r~on can attena to several ,.,ms, ~,* ~ ........-_ .1. . .. _,_. _
° .9o Caroms, or
~’--~qualJY,S~u:teedJ° r~hO° t tot~° f other Gin, agd L~ p~cked complete and ready for ~ork iu one-th, rd the space. The saving ,u freight
D.--umy nat, tun. 5 a

e ,s 75 er centpacking for shipment, ~., .--P-. ¯ " " ~ ....d an- wear malntaina its draught Not affected by damp or heat.
ent Ltlnuin~ l-lOller Is very ourame, au j

9--The Pat " o ....... ¢~: .....* ~n0 to 900 revolutions per minute.
I0 --Its ~peed is only I00 to 140 revomuons; omer u~u~ ,u~ ~. -~

k40.inch "Knife-Roller" 6in (singl0 roller)can b0 se~n doing 501be, of cleaned sh0rt.stapled Smyrna Cotton l~0r hour
(about 1501bs, of Cotton in the seed),

¯ " a that a 40.inch Gin v~ill do a~ ?east 251be. of clean Cotton per hour, but when tested st the
Norg.--Mskers of Gins on the Macatthy pr)~c]ple~.te --l- --re 91be. or 1elba, and the ~zs~ only turned out 18|be. of cleaned Cot!on. per hour¯ xhlbltlon in Turin last year many.or the ~O-mcn urns vn ~_~ ." En fish makers- and the trials were most carefully made uy the noyat

- tton bern dned before *t was put to the ~xn. ~ -
Commis~Wnors, the Co " g ""
December, 18~.) Prodocdon of Cleaned

Prices.

No. and Sh~s of Oi~s.
Cotton per hour. £ ~,, d.
50tol0Olbs ......................15 00

No. 1--40 iuehes~ide ......................36 ,, 112 ,, . ....................12 IO O
,, 2.--30 ,, ,, " ....................25 ,, 75 , .....................10 0 0710 0,, 3.--ZO ,, " .......~ .............12 ,, 36 ,, O 0 0,, 4.--12 ,, ,, ¯ ....................
,, 5.~ 8 ,i ,, . ....................8 ,, 2-t ,, .....................

Pae]dng and delivery in Liverpool, 5 per cent. ; Pneklng and delivery in Loudoo, 71 per cent. ]’he No~- 3, 4, an4 5, can be worked by hun0.

SPEOIAL NOTIOE.--T0 PARTIES USING "SAW-GINS,"
How 20 "Knife-R011er" 0ins effect a clear SAVING of £20,000 in ONE 8EASONI

Cotton cleaued by a Gin on the Macarthy principle will always fetch l~d. per lb. more than if ginned by a Saw Gin. A 40-inch
"Knife-Roller" Gin, doing .50 Ibs. of cleaned Cotton per hour, and working 20 hours a day, therefore .ayes 61. 5s. each day; and taking the
Ginuing Season at 150 days, the clear saving is nearly 1,00OL rer Gin in one season.

For further information, apply to the uudersigned, General Engineers and Manufacturers of PATENT CO’k~ON GINS, IIUSKING

MACHINES, SEED CLEANEi~S, PACKING PRESSES, CORN MILLS, OIL PRESSES, HYDRAULIC PRESSES, 8TEAM
ENGINES, BOILERS PUMPS, TURBINE WATERWHEELS, FANS, &e.,

E 1,,TOl=tq ] £-IV£OOl=t OUI T]=)I=tY OMP NY,
OLDHAM.
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"~-EST ~AST OY AFRIO,~.’
The West Coast of Africa mail steamer Royal African arrived

at Liverpool on the 8th inst. Her dates were : Benin, April 24;
~ndo Pc, 29; {3amerepns# 31; Old Calabar, ~[ay 21 ; Brass

C~Z~tle, 12 ; Cal)e Palmas, 14; 6~ez:/~ Leone, 20 ; Bather, 24 
Taneriffe, 29 ; M’adeirs, ~’une 1. No arrangement had yet been
f~ade between I.,~ and Abaokuta.

BATIIITRST, RIVER OAMBIA.

Dear Sir,~Allow me to give you a brief account of a serious
matter that h~poned here about g fortnight ago :~
Her ~ffaje~{y’s (~olbnlkl ~teame~ D’dver, on ~o 8"0"[h 6f Apfd

last, was ordered to take a ~ying tr~~ M’{:Mrth~s Ida~fl, and
on her return to Bathurst mat she should give support fo the
~chooner Echo, the prel~’~y of Thomas Brown (mereEant),
reported to hi,~,b" been ~[amsged some i/d/as offM’Oarihfs Isl~fld,
whilst making her course to Rathur~L
The military authority at this station ordered Seymour G~,

the ..g~ri’~n .gun.her, to proce_ed to that station with a bl~ck~h~r the reformatibh of the guns there; ~ BishoP, the only
esteemed artificer here, was appointedby the D.A. Superintendent
of Stores to preset ~ith Seym0ur Gay for this duty.
Bieharm having a competent boy under him Who undersk~d

the trade, requested that he might go ~ith him, @h~ch W~
’~ily ~a~t~. ~e ~tean/~/. D0ve~ left 6n the Ist inst., a~d
returned about the 8th. and all the men who had gone up, safdly
arrived at Bathurst, with the exception of the said boy, who was
reported to have been lost "overboard."
Inquiry having been made by the Oambians as to the cause of the

death of this young man~ the following appeared to be well authen-
ticated : On or about the 7th inst., at 4 p.m,, the steamer Dover
left M’Carthy’slsland for Bathurst. At 8 p.m., this boy and two
ether of his companions, having lain down for the night, were
sleeping together in a row, and Lieutenant A. Wilkinson,
3rd West India Regiment, at about a quarter past eight, took a
horse-whip and chastised them whilst taking their repose. The
boys immediately started up, and two ran about the deck, and
~on became sonfible; but the one who is lost, being much
terrified, jumped up, and, running about the deck as his com-
panions did, unfortunately came in son/act with many of the
cflki~s who were on boa.rd, end who stood acreg~ th:e ~a};. Belng
xurnea hack, an~l, perhaps thinking hlns¢l/oo shbrei he ran

- overboard, and was soon among the fishes in the depth of the
river. Lieutenant Wflkin~n, finding what had happened, went
and confined himself in a private apartment, and was not eeen
again until the Dover anchored at Bathurst the following morning.
Lieutenant Wilkinson, as ~oon as he disembarked, ran to-Govern-
wefi~ House~ and reported the tidings to his ~xcelhncy.
Mr. Charles Wanner, the overseer of the district of Fort Bullen,

who it the gu .aMian of the decea.,ed, having heard of: his death,
- ,I,I,I,I~m~ly e~hle~ ~n D/dhL,~ ~d blac~’mh~ Wl~o ~.the b~i5
charge, to a~ertain the truth of this matter. He having related

[Jv!~s 23, 1865.

the whole history es to the cause of death, they both went to
Govei’nment Hou.~e to ~ Oolonel D’A,cy, and to" "/epre, zen~ the
matter to him for hi~. ~xcellency’a consideration; if~I they
had ended their com~hk/t~, the Ooverno~ rep~:~a% th~ ~/e
6fl]c~ had ~ome to h~ i~the meanwhile ~fld to~li~imitl~~ ,(~wa~ ~(ery//Srrj~ for v~Im~th’e had done to t~ bo~t.’" Tlig ~
patiently listehed to hear mote words from him (the Governo" "r)
but they could not obtain any besides "the o~cer is very sorry."
Thes~ two gentlemen replied, "ih ! s~rrg, is the decision I " In
further re~ly to their grief the ~ovemor said "Go, and I will
see aboh( it."
The next and third day they went again to him. He said,

"This matter will be submitted t6 (he juStiCe’S" ~ tt/#dWrc~"
The.y inquh~l who were the said ju.stlce% and were info~t~e
~emor comm/ssariat officer, the sonlor medical officer, and tozn~
e.kr "/~ go ~rH*an~. These will decide ~pen it. .
.. The’~i~ i~as iiaves~g~ on Tae~.ay the 16~: A/~ki~a~dt.
Sorgeon ~7"rigl~t, of the Araiy ~fedicaI Staff, and ~. Spe’de~r,
mate of the Dover, were present when the melancholy event
oo~urred, and their evidenca substantiated what I have already
tinted.
And nbw, ,#hat do you think Was the de~ion?.
"The GrOcer i~ ~; i[ w~ meiden~M17 do~e; ~% the

Governor will take steps in future to caution the captain on
board the Dove/ to beware ̄ of p a~engem at any time pt¢~ed-
up, or coming down the river, and to find pr0per ao¢omm0dati0n
for them."
Now Sir, let me ~k you and the English Government and

your :English readers if this would have l~n the deei~bn in
case the boy had been a Europeao.--Your~ truly, V.

SURRENDER OF AN ~80ApRD SIEVE, AT THE
OAI~/2L

¯ ".We have very gre~t Sa~factiOa in pu%~g the followingstatement-athis Ex~21en~y the .Governor of the Oa/nbia, in
vcmtrediotian of ~me ~rtion of the statement made by "The
! .... " ¯ .... ̄ . .

pleased b learn tfiat th~ res~ndbiib/do~ not re~t in any" way on

& tee ffdtdtnment of the Oambia we have frequently borne
wltn~ss.
Ttid ~tsment h contained in a letter addressed by the

Governor to Mr. T. J’ohnsoo, and has been kindly sent to us by
the latter gentleman with a note dated "Colonial Secretary’s
O~ce, Bathurst, River Oambia, May 23, 1865."

Government House, Bathurst, Ca,bin, ]flay 10, 1865.
Dear ~r. Johnson,--Probably there wH1 be ~o’m’e talk io the

town on a letter signed "Oambian," February 13, I866, which
appears in the .dfrffan Tim~ of this mail.
It is right that yourself, Campbell, and others, well affected

towards m lon_~ adminlstratidn of this Government, should be¯ Y
ram,dad that, on the occasion in question occurring, I had only
been two days in Africa, and not two months, and that ~me time
afterwards, when I came.to understand the case, I grieved very
much to find that the man had been delivered up, especially when
][ heard he was killed. Immediately I sent a messenger to
Yarraba to ascertain the point~ he found the mah in question
making a paque in his yard.
As you. well know, I have always been strongly opposed to the

wcaz policy of giving back run-away slaves, even whe~u convicted
by evidence to be thieves or wives. -
I wish to remind you of one especial occasion, where I think

you were present. ! allude to my annual visit to the King of
Bi~.rrain ~ulylS60. I found, if yo~ remember, a young girl, theeg~a wire ot the Kin~ of B~m, in my boat, placed thor6 by
the ~l/eo masLqrate.un~nown to me, -with orders to the police

* ,~ie---O.4, "take cara."--Ev, d. 2’.
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to deliver ",er over to the King of Barfs. I questioned at ence
the girl, gad set her free, with my own hands, on the shore
opposite Government" ]~ouse, to the violent iddiguation of the
King of Burrs, whose wrath I braved an hour afterwards at Fort

n surrounded b his warriors And this is but one case inButte , y . .. .
fifty, having invariably borne m mind that all pohcy, hewer r
favourable to the interests of trade, most give way before the
Imperial Slave Act.--Believe me to be, very sincerely yours,

(Signed) O. D’Arcv, Governor.

:REPORT TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FOR TKE
GAM:BIA ON DYKES AND DRAINS.

BY HIS EXff£I2-,EN~Y OOZO.NEL D’AB6~, OOVF-~NOB, EIC.

( Condagcd from our la~ number.)

The Island of St. Mary’s much resembles in formation the
parallel ruler employed bynavigators when pricking their charts;
the right ruler, represents the s~p of sand on which Wellington-
street, Government House, and the two hospitals are built, and
the left ruler Shows Soldier Town. The space bet~veen may he
considered as the old racecourse~ considerably below the level of
the sea. This plain i~ partially made ground, for I see by the
records of the colony, that originally Soldier Town was an island,
a creek running at high tide right through from Half Die to
the Pontine Marsh, forming St. ~Iary’s into two_islands; an.d it
was seriously in contemplation at one time to form e canal an-
mitring boats laden with produce, protected by look.gates ; and
this probably was the cause of the double drainage so puzzling to
a new arrival. Tlae early settlers, observing the set of the tides,
found it the best plan, when they relinquished their proposed
canal, and followed the natural highway, only to convert the
creek into a drain, by importing earth from the mainland, to wall
up the creek, confining the water to a narrow deep space, instead
of allowing it gently to ebb over a large space. At one time,
indeed, I thought the drainage of the island was constructed
Mtogether on a false principle, frying to make water run up hill;
but I now see that the system of doubb drainage is the best that
could be adopted, when the artificial formation of part of the island
had to be taken in confiderafion. The racecourse, or left ruler,
drains to the Pontiac 31arab, and to t’ae river roUnd by Ararfal’s
Creek and the right parallelogram of sandbank drains to the sea
by cutting through the bank on which stands Wellington-street,
and making an artificial level protected by sluice.gates; for if all
the rain and sea water were allowed to flow to the Fontiue ~arsh,
the accumulation at high tides would he too great, swamping the
inhabitants of :Perseverance-street and a great part of Soldier
Town, and probably the weight would be too much for the present
gates at the Box Bar.
The main drain, by the able and zealous exertions of the

Acting Colonial Engineer, hasconfiderabty advanced. It is nicely
faced, of good depth, and acts well¯ It is nearly half-way com.
pleted. When the facing reaches the Box Bar, or large sluice-
gate, it will be a most important public work carried out. The
fall is so very trifling, that the water flows only by its own
weight. The drain acts somewhat sluggishly, after the masonry
is left behind; but let us only continue to face the sides and
flooring with bricks, the level will then be increased, and the
water will flow much quicker, end the inhabitants materially
gain by the loss of the stagnant water caused by the careless
mode by which the unlaced drains are annually cleared of sand.
The level not being preserved, deep holes ate made here aud
there, in which rain water remains and decomposes, and gives
forth unwholesome exhalations, owing to the great heat of the
son,

I must now draw observation to a Quintus-Curtius chasm, a
regular Lake Chad, which presents itself at the foot of Loveli
Fort, ~ending forth poison. Let us fill this in, and reclaim the
ground for dwelling purposes. My little ~afferJaffers shall
meantime fill up the vacuum with sand, and the inhabitants, by
beat of drum, might be requested to throw their trashes there.
When all these ramparts and drains are finished, it will be a
,abject of complacency to consider that sickness may have been
averted. If my life is spared, I hope to carry out all these
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measures, so necessary to the sanatery state of the colony; but
important as I consider them all, I give the priority of on,true-
tics to the change contemplated in the following letter to the
present able and zealous Acting Colonial Engineer, so important
do I think it will he to the health of the community:-

" To the Hen./h~ .Actin~ Colonial .E~i~er.
"Government House, Bathurst, Oambia, July 20, 1864.

"Houourable Sir,--In 1859 my first measure was to erect a
public privy on the beach, contiguous to the market-plane, for
the convenience of the numerous travellers from the mainland,
who so constantly arrived here for the purpose of trade and
other lawful occasions. Subsequently, and. at intervals, I erected
three other similar buildings; their localities are wen_enoch:
not the least smell is ever detected ; but I grieve to confe~ mat
the smell of the great privy is constantly cemplained_oL YSt,
again, when I study the enclosed returns of flushe% I am at a
loss rather to account for so many complaints; but still I am of
opinion that the vmell proceeds from the slsoghter-house, and
not from the flushed privy.
" I am accordingly so moved as to request you will give the

following alterations and improvements your undivided attention
during the rains, in order that I may place on the table of the
Legislative Council a plan and estimate, next November, to
enable us to commence operations on the tat January, 1865.
":First, To convert the present slaughter.house for the market

women to house their valuables at night~ at a small charge, it
being impossible to obtain an open drainage therefrom.
" Second, By a small expenditure to change the great privy

into a slaughter-house.
" Third, To erect a necessary opposite the Mission Boat-house,

on wooden piles, in the sea, so that the soil may be carried away
by the ebb tide.~I have, go.,

Island of St. Mary’s, where there is really so much to be done,
the revenue should not bo moor6 eiastle. That is just the point,
and one worthy of the Legislat’uro to consider, Whether an effort
ought not to be made by all members of the community, both
rich and poor, to arrive at so desirable a combination.
It is universally admitted by all writers on ths subject that

it is the consumer or purchaser who Creates the revehue of a
country ; the merchant for the nonce has to swell the Government
exchequer, but it is retorned to him gradoally in the profit on
the articles sold to the "honoured public," as tho Spaniards call
that Monster, many.beaded thlng.
Surely it is no less just than expedient to expend part of the
revenue in the coustruction of sea walls, roads, bridges, and con-

i noes of e~er kind, improving the health and happiness andyen e Y G. D’A~cY,morals of the people. Cobnel and Gove~ nor.

SIERRA LEONE.
T~n S:erra Leon~ O~serrer, io some brief comments on Colonel
Ord’s Report says :--" The Colonel has not dealt with the very g~avo objeclions of
the Chamber of Commerce to the almost made manifest mis-
spendiluro of a large porlion of the 14,000L for police, gaols,
district managers, and constabulary. He seems to havelooked
upon this as ’ a nut’ much too hard for him to crack, and so he
]eft th~ task to others. But his summary way of accounting for
’ the heavy charge’ and its neeessity, to.persons who am no better
informed than he is on the subject, is really amusing. In his
comprehensive way, he informs them that the extensive and
widely separated territories which now comprise the tettlements,
and the large bodies of liberated Africans settled all over the
Peninsula, necessitate the heavy charge--compel the Government
to go to that considerable expome. But when this broad, naked
assertion is opposed to the weighty statement, and something
more, of such a body of respectable, practical, and influelttial
individuals as those who compose the Chamber of Commerce, we
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certainly would like to know Colonel 0rd’s ground for it. We
would like to know whether be travelled through ’ the extensive
and widely separated territories,’ and a~ertaiaed from the general
behaviour of the population that the civil force among them was
really needed, aud constantly employed in the dischage ef its
legitimate duties--whether he made himself so acquainted with
the character of the large bodies of the liberated Africans in the
Peninsula, as to be of himself satisfied that, partly through them,
a comparatively large establishment of managers and pelice had
to be kept up by the Government--whether, from reliable facts,
he is convinced that there ia not any ground for the implied
charge of the Chamber of Commerce, that half of the constabulary
are orderlies, messenger% or ~me sort of domestics, and whether
he caudeny that the ’ Butama territory costs nearly 2,000l, with-
out the slighest benefit to us who pay for it.’
"Ws regret that space will not permit us to do more at pre-

sent then to notice how the Colouel meets the objections ef the
Chamber to the considerable amount of money thrown away, in
the shape of stipends to the native chiefs. The Chamber alleges
the absolute faithlessness on the part of the native chiefs, by
their non-performance of the most essential things stipulated in
the treaties to be performed by them. The Colonel contents
him~lf with observing that ’ this is not established by inquiry,’
and then makes the assertion which, from his own observation,
must be purely gratuitous, that ’in the majority of instances/
however, this is not the ea~.’ Oa the whole, we must say
that we do not remember having ever read a report of this kind,
With which manifestly" the reporter’s independent judgment,, had
less to do, than this of Colonel Ord, on thts colony.
’Colonel W. J. Chamberlayne, Commander of lq’er Majesty’s

troops in the Colony, wan on Monday, the Ist MaD duly sworn in
as Acting Governor of Sierra Leone during the absence of his
Excellency Governor Bhckall, who left Freetown on the 28th
Aprikin H.M.S. Zebra for :England.

ADDRESS OF THE EGBAS AT BATHURS:P TO THEIR
FRIENDS IN ABEOKUTA.

Bathurst, Gambia, May 10, 1865.
~tre, th~ un&rd#ntd Fd~as ~y d~ceM, now l~catecl a~ ttaltmrs~
Town, St. 2[ary’s River, Gambia, to th~ CM(s, our brethren,
¢omdrymen, ~:c., $earb~y rule a$ Abeokut.a, grading :-
We cordially and sincerely wish you all grace and peace from

God our Father, and his Son Jesus Christ.
Whereas we have been informed, from undoubted and good

anthorifie.% that you, our beloved countrymen at Abeokuta, have
recently been involved in quarrels with the British Government,
and are ready to take up arms against them.
We, therefore, anticipating the dismal calamities, misfortunes,

and distre~ that will inevitably result upon oar nation from th~s
quarrel, deem it an indispensable duty of sincere and affectionate
brethren seasonably to inter&re; and hope, by God’s grace, to
prevail on you wi~h who/enGine advice, in order that a stop might
speedily be put to these impending and approaching evils.
Which, we earnestly pray and hope, by God’s providence, will
be dispersed by our advice being taken and acted upon.
We heard that you rose up against the Crodoo people, and the

white men interfered, and asked you to give np the matter, and
be at peace with them, allowing you ten days for meditation 6n
the subject; and that at the expiration ef these ten days you
still continued obstinate, in consequence of which the white men
get very much angry against you. Whether the fact be true as
represented to us or not, we cannot tell, as we had no written,
but mere verbal information ; or whether these ten days allowed
you for consideration were permitted to elapse before the white
men took the offence, we cannot tell; but if it be so or not, we
scud this note to icquire of you, expecting to receive au early
answer from you. If, unfortunately, it be true, we beg most
humbly to interfere; and in the name of God, invoke, supplicate,
aud beseech you ta give up the matter, and make peace with the
white men the English people, because they have all this while
been protecting you from enemies from every quarter.
We were very glad, indeed, to hear of your welfare and good

behaviour in times past; but to hear this last sad news troubles
our heart very much, because we are here under the immediate
control and government of the English people.
We expect, therefore, to hear from you nothing but peace,
urn and lasting. Fare-you-well.
We subscribe ourselves, with all good wishes, ever to be your

sincere, affectionate country men and brethren in the Gambia.
(Signed)

G. H. Thom~en. (Eroombey), George Bruce (Token),
DanielProphet (Borey), James Forster (Token),
William Thorpe (Tokue), York Grey (Creekue),
John William (Larro), John G. Bruce (Eoba’.o~
descendant), Edward L. Thompson (ditto), James
Forster, jun. (ditto), H.enry g. Cole (ditto).

LIBERIA.
We are ghd to have received once again a copy of the Ziberian

.KerahL There had been no publication of this paper for some
months, and we are sorry to perceive that arrangements have not
yet been made for any regular issue. The resuscitated jeurnal
has made ~me expressions of ours the subject of its leader. We
ventured to observe, some time since, when treating of the
obstacles to rapid progress in Liberia, that it might be "worth
while for the Liberians resolutely to set themselves about the
inquiry as to how far their laws and regulatione with regard to
foreigners and to the tenure of laud may be chargeable with the
great evil of impeding the introduction of that which is the
sinew of agriculture as well as of war~/.e., capital."
"~Ve cannot but express our deep regret, presuming the Liberian

Herald to be the true exponent of Liberiau feeling, at the state
of feeling in Liberia on this question. It has gone to tbe extent,
in this instance, of vilifying the African-Aid Society as "a
society expecting aid from Africa." And why ? Because we
urge the citizens of the republic to inerea~d production of those
staples which find so ready a sale in European markets !
. Ourobservations’were ju’stified, we considered, by the obstacle
which meets at the first step every one who is desirous of ob-
taining for Liberian agriculture the as.~istance of foreign capital ;
as also for the Liberian Government, which so greatly needs it for
roads and other works of public utility, on which the develop-
ment of the resources of all countri~ so much depends. No
foreigner tan :possess la~d or house, in Iiberia. Consequently’ no
foreigner can hold laud or houses in Liberia as a security for
capital advanced. And it therefore follows that only Liberians
can obtain security in lending money to Liberians. The .l~erald
remarks: We say nothing concerning the eanstitutional pro-
vision respecting the tenure of land ; discussion here will not
avail " ,,"anythinG. We have, therefore, nothing more to ad&
We desired, for the credit of native Africa, to see the republic
rise to the same degree of commercial and agrloultural prosperity
as is attained in our own colony of Natal. The :European popu-
lafionof Natal numbers about 16,000 ; the transatlantic Africans
in Liberia are about 16,000. The former never hesitated to pledge
their land as security for that capital by which alone they could
rapidly develop its resources. We are not aware: that by
so doing they became slaves, or were despoiled of their property.
On the contrary, we know that even when paying two per cent.
per month interest they prospered. And the revenue of Natal is
now about 150,000l. sterling per annum. It is a very pernicious
delusion among Africans to suppose that when the friends of
Africa cry out to. them "produce, produce," it is because~ Eng-
lafid is unable to get ou without their produce. Their friends
cry out "produce," because only thus can they take a high stand
among the nations; and because the enemies~the persistent,
blatant enemies--of the Africans affirm that there is an iueradi-
cabin vice or deficiency in the African nature which will ever
prevent their elevation. We have nothing more to say on the
subject.
.The Cars Ya ,3ha,eager, published by the Protestant Episcopal

Mt~ on at Ca he su ermtendance of the God"’: , pe Palms% under t p g .
aud talented Mr. Hoffman, has been enlarged~ and is printed with
new type. We congratulate the missionary world on the pos-
session of this journal.
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The following is an extract, and we fully endorse it :--
"The mail steamers arrived punctually at Cape Palmas on the

16if; We regret to add on Sunday. Why should there be one
law for the steamers at Liverpool and another on the Coast of
Africa. At Liverpool, cargo would not be received or discharged
on Sunday; why should it be done at Cape Palmas ? How long
will captains of ships and their owners act as if God only ruled in
Christian lands ? Verily, he rules in Africa as well."

TKE LATE PRESIDENT BENSON, OF LIBERIA.
We briefly recorded in a former number the death of Stephen

Allen Bensen, late President of the Republic of Liberia, to whom
a banquet, presided over by the veuerable Lord :Brougham, was
given in St. James’s ]:tall, during Mr. Bensan’s visit to this
country in 1862. The impression madd here by Mr. Benson,
whose mannera were singularly quiet and unassuming, was such
as could not fail to give pleasure to all the friends of the African
race. He was very strongly impressed with the necessity of
agricnltural development in Liberia, as the only possible source
of wealth in the Republic; and we join most sincerely with all
his friends in deploring his loss, both as a public man, whose
presence was exceedingly valuable in the councils of his country,
aud as a private citizen, who by precept and example stimulated
his fellow-countrymen to those pursuits on which the future
greatness of Liberia depends. Mr. ex-President Benson died on
26th January last., and was interred with befitting hanours on
his farm in Buchanan County. We extract the following brief
memoir of ZIr. Benson from a Washington (United States)
journal :~
"Mr. Bensan had a somewhat romantic earner. Born of free

coloured parents in Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland,
March 16, 1816, he was taken by them to Liberia, reaching the
city of Monrovia in August, 1822, it being then occupied only
since the preceding April. In the attack by the natives a few
weeks after their arrival, Stephen was taken prisoner, and carried
by them in their forced and hurried retreat to the interior. After
four months’ captivity, during which ha was treated with much
kindness and attention, lie was returned to his family. From this
time to 1830 he was occupied in acquiring the rudiments of an
cducatinn in the schools established in the colony by the
Coloni~tion Society. He was appointed military storekeeper at
Monrovia, which office he retained four years ; and on the arrival
of the illustrious Thomas Buchauan, Esq., the last of the white
governors Of Liberia, he became his private secretary, not yet
having attained his majority. ~e then engaged in commercial
affairs at Bassa Cove, and was quite successful, at the same time
cultivating a large coffee farm, serving his couutry in the field
and iu several civil stations, always with honour to himself and
to his race. In May, 1853, he was elected Vice-President of
the l{epublie, and in 1855, ’57, ’59, and ’61 he was advanced
and re.chosen to the Presidency.

-~___ __ ....

GOLD COAST.
~o ~nz ]~nnoa or znz art:IcAx zI~xrs.

-Accra, May 10, 1865.
Dear Sir,~The Acting Governor, .Major Jones, has gone back

from Xroboe to Cape Coast. He seems to have conducted
himself very prudently as well as firmly. He began by making
the merchauts reduce very considerably those exorbitant claims
which have hitherto always stood in the way of a compromi~.
He then obtaiued a payment of about 500/. by the Kroboes, who
wcq e taken by his manner, which was friendly, but very decided.
The people believed he was endeavouring to do them justice, and
then they made efforts to please him.
While a governor’s conduct is of such a character, the people

will respect and obey, and such a course persistently followed
would soon regain for the authorities that presti#e which the
predecessors of Major Jones have destroyed through their want of
statesmanlike qualities.
Dr. Gunn has been up to the Basle mission station, en tte

Aquapem. Mountains, for his health, lie had, I believe, only

fourteen days’ leave, which is not enough ef change ef air at any
time after aprostrating malady. He experienced, however, great
benefit, and there seems little doubt that could he have remained
longer in those mountains, his health would have beEn quite
restored.
A sanitarium there for the Cape Coast service would indeed

save money, valuable time, and lives. It is by an occasional
residence there that the Basle missionaries are enabled to euduro
six or eight years ef heavy work in the hot lowhnds without a
visit to Europe.
These Eastern Districts are now under the sole care of a young

subaltern of the 4th West India Regiment, not more, I believe,
than twenty-one or twenty-two years of age. The prisons are
about as bad as the prison at Cape Coast was before your dis-
closures forced amendment~unfortunate creatures have been
kept in prison from fire 1o thirteen montt~ awaiting trial; some
have been worked as/dons before their trial--others for a su:plmed
theft have received fifty lashes and one month’s imprisonment~
and others again have been kept in prison after the term of their
imprisonment had expired. The progress of civilization cannot
fail. to be impeded by these terrible abuses, which are really a
disgrace to the British authorities. By next mail I will enter
more fully into the~e matters.~Yours, &o,, Y.

GOLD COAST.
~O ~THE EOlrOR OF ’IHE AFRICAI~ TIME~.

Kpong~ May 6, 1865.

Dear Sir,--Oar cotton crop this year was a prosperous
one. Already several tons have been purchased; auda great
deal of cotton is grown now in the neighbourhoad of Accra, and
is said by competent judges to be of a better quality.
Governor Jones, with seventy-five soldiers are now here, de-

manding the fine from the Kroboes. They have already paid
from 5,000 to 6,000 heads cowries and some palm oil. We are
under the impression that, by a judicious arrangement with the
Kroboe% this troublesome affair will be quietly settled.
There is a serious quarrel now between the Addahs and

Ahwoo]as. Geraldo, that famous slave-dealer, was the cause of
this row. On account of some debt duo to him by an Addah
men, he panyarred~ palm oil that p~perly belenged toothers.
During the course of doing this a scume ensueo, in wmcu two ef
the Addahs were killed, and several wouuded on both sides. He
has since run away to the Ahwoola country, and has given ammu-
nition to them to fight the Addahs.
The Addahs have also applied to the Governor and the Acorn

ueoplo for protection. Deputies are gone down to settle it.
" It is rumcured here that the Ashantees are coming to iuvade
the Coast--With best wishes, yours very truly, J, C. B.

TIIE DUTCK ON THE GOLD COAST.
ZO ’fee ]-:DIrOR Or ’IUE AFRICAN ’II~IES.

Cape Coast, May 12.
Sir,--]~efcrring you to the accounts givcn in my lettcrs of the

barbarous injustice practised at EImiua by the Dutch authorities,
I may ccrtaiuly be allowed to ask, ef what use are the Dutch on
the {Jold Coast ? Civilization and the improvement of the country
are not among the objects they have iu wow, their only one being
to cxtort mouey. They especially show their abhorrence of thos~
natives who have been educated in the English mission schools;
aud, while the English are trying.to dim!nish or put down blood-
shed in Ashautee, an.d seudtng.m’~n° nar:en~l ts~n~iatg country, the
Dutch are paying irtbute to the g, agents there
to purchase man for their Java sernce; and at St. George
D’Elmina men are bought at forty d~llars each by the Govern-
ment. Though the English are not now on good terms with the
Ashautees, the latter fiud their way into the Datch settlemants,
and purchase ammuuition and other goods, whereas, if the two
Governments out here had joined together, Qu~ceDuah would
long ago have given up human sacri£ces.
A Dutch transport sailed from St. George D’Elmina, on the

¯ Seized.--En. A. it’.
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22ad April, with forty-six slave soldier~, for such they really are,
for the Java service.
In conclusion, I beg to assure you, Mr. Editor, and this without

irreverence, that Governor Elias is looked upon by the natives of
Elmina as God, and his creature, Mr. Magnin, as but little
inferior ; so entirely do they do their own pleasure. Pray spare
a column in your blessed journal to expose the atrocities com-
mitted there. V.

DAHOMEY.
’~O THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TI~ES.

Whydah, May 1.
Sir,--The King’s expedition this season was again an unsuc-

cessful one. The general messenger who came down here as
u~ual reported no morn on this oceasiou than that the King had
arrived at Ahomey, and tlm~ l~ wa~ going out aga;n. We did not
even hear the namcof the place that he had unsuccessfully attacked,
but we know that he had taken very fiw ¢aplires--not sufficient
for his next annual Custom ; the consequence of which was that
his Majesty was in such a horrible temper, that his people
entreated him to lead them to the attack of some other pla~.
What this place is we know not; but we know that he has gone
upon this second expedition, aud is expected back very shortly.
He left Abomey for thin new outrage some ten days ago. These
expeditions injure le~timate trade very much, and are fast
ruining the country.
And now to show you what .~ strange country this is. Since

the King last left, the Prime Minister from Abomey and the
Governor of Whydah have been trying their hands at a new
arrangement of trade at Whydah, by endeavouring to fix their
own rate of prices for merchants’ goods, &e. They have thus
been doing great harm to trade, and have put everythlug in con-
fusion. Rum has been of late the only article for trade at
Whydah. A French ship arrived in the Roads with a cargo.
They seized this opportunity, the :King beirg absent, for ob-
taining their advantage. They compared all the measures ia use
here, and, finding the French measure rather larger than the
others, they made this the standard. They then decreed that some
30 per cent. more rum than heretofore should be given for a cer-
tain quantity of oil, and that those whose measures had not been
equal to that of the French should each pay a fine of a pipe of
rum. Traders not acceding to these terms were to be excluded
from the market. The meeting at which this determination was
made known lasted some hours. No one was allowed to speak
against it, and no decision was come to. Seeing they did not
get on in this way with their project, they secretly influenced
the Frenchman to give about 15 per cent. more rum, instead of
30 per cent. The traders were then all summoned to say what
they would do. Some offered to do as the Frenchman had done.
This was refused at first, but finally accepted.
Waving thus far succeeded as regards rum, they proceeded to

make demauds as regards other articles, clothes of different kinds,
roll tobacco, &c., &c. No cooclusiou has yet been arrived at in
these matters, and we are hoping the King will soou return and
give his attention to trade affairs, putting an end to all this
injurious nonsense. You see this ia a curious Government ; and
that they venture sometimes to do things without the King’s
knowledge, in order to obtain some advantage.
I think I told you iu my last that Mr. Craft, the agent of the

Company of African Merchants, had opened the new school. It
is getting on very weli.~Yours, &c., Z.

LAGOS.
~IO THE ~J)IrOR OF ThE AFRICAN 71MES.

May 8.
Sir,~The raising of the siege of Ikoredu by the expedition

sent there from Loges, which drove the Abeokutans from this
part of the country, with a very great loss of men, by Enfield
rifles, Cougreve rockets, and bayonets~to none of which they had
ever been before opposed~has done something for the trade of
this place. We have had smiling faces here again among the
merchants. We have now all the Ijebu markets open to us, and

direct intercourse with Ibadan, the people and produce of whiih
have been so tong kept away by the Egba~. Some rather con.
siderable quantity of produce has thus reached us, but the return
demanded has been chiefly cowrie*, which had become scarce ia
the interior. Those who had the greatest supply of cowries have
therefore done the best business. The missionaries so long con-
fined to Ibsdau have been able to come down*, and you will have
some of them in England shortly.
X[eanwhile we have no intelligence from Abeokuta. The old

channel of trade, the River Ogun, is trade less now. We are as
far es ever from knowing what will be the result of the late
operations as regards the future conduct of the Egbas and their
future relations with Loges. The blockade of Porto Nova con.
tinues. Acting under strong pressure from the Oovernment here,
the King of Porto Nova, whose coasts am still blockaded, has
sent back to their country all the Egbas who had arrived to carry
on trade, aud also many hundreds of them who were working in
the salt and fish comme~ce between Porto Nova and Abeokuts.
We therefore, as you cannot fail to perceive, continue inopeu
hostility with the latter place aud its people, upon whom all the
mercantile movement here formerly depended. The putrid dead,
left behind by the routed Egbas in their hasty flight from
Ikorodu to Mnkun, on their way for Abeokuta, are said to make
the roads in that part very offensive. The number of slain must

¯ therefore have been great, and we may therefore presume that
the estimate formed at the time of 500 killed was not an exagge-
rated one. This was indeed o serious loss for the people of Abeo-
kuts, aud we must expect great bitterness of feeling to prevail
there against the Raglish, as they of course have thought them-
selves iu the right, however great the blame we may have
attached to them in their most discpurteous~ not to say offensive,
proceedings for a long time past. I suppo~there must be some-
thing to communicate to you on this head by the next month’a
mail.
You know I have always maintained that if the people nf

Ibadan coul&obtain the a.~etsa to Loges, which the Egbas went
to war with them (partly) to prevent (slave-catching was always
~ne of the great inducements to the war), the trade that would
then flow to Loges would prove in a short time to be very con-
siderable. Messengers from Ibadan have attended a public
meeting here since the siege of Ikorodu was raised by the British
troops, and I think you will find my expectations realised. Of
course, for full prosperity here, we want our former friends the
Abeokatans’ trade as well. When that will return we know not,
as our people here who are in Government confidence say that
the Abeokutans will have to be9 for peace before they can obtain
it, and they have the reputation of being an obstinate people.~
Yours truly, O.

THE FREED AFRICANS IN AMERICA,
A deputation of the members of the " National Theological

Iustitute for Coloured Ministers" had au interview, by appoint-
ment, with the President of the United States on the 11 th of May.
His reply, characterised by soundgood common sense, ia worthy
of record. There is also a i~ass.sge in itwhich points to that even-
tual removal of the African people to other lands (" and where
but to Africa ? ") which we have always believed to be one of the
great results preparing by God in the events of the last few years.
After stating that every one must know what his course had

been "in the past in reference to the present condition of the
coloured people "--that he had "been born and raised in a slave
state---owned slaves, raised slaves, but never sold one "~tho
President further said :-.--=
"I feel it would be unnecessary for me to "state what I have

done in this great cause of emancipation. I have stood in their
midst, met their taunts and jeers, and risked all in the shape of
property, life, aud limb~not that I would claim anything to
myself in establishing, sustaining, and carrying out the great
principle that man could not own property in man. I was the
first that stood in a slave community and aunouncec| the great
fact that the s/ayes of Tennessee were free upon the same prin-
ciple as those were who assumed to own them.
"I know it is easy to talk and proclaim sentiments upon paper,
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shMl be binding unless mtLde in writing and ’mtnessed by a~@_~
p~rson. Coloured persons am to be subject rathe samepea~tleJ
for crimes as whites, with the additional prox~on that rape by a
coloured man upon a white woman shall be punished by death.
The~.e are the prominent featuro~ of the bill, Which it is e~t~Aed
will pass the other House. "

but it is one thing to have theories and another to reduce them
to practice; and I mus~ say here, what I have no dbubt is per-
manently fixed in your minds, and the impressiondeep, that there
is one thing you ought to teach; and they should understand,
that in a transition state, passing from bond to free, when the
tyrant’s rod has been bent and the yoke broken, we find too
many--it is best to talk plain--them are, I say, to~ many in this
transition state, passing~fr6m bends~ to freedom, who feel as
if they should have nothing to do,and fall back upon the Oo-
verument for support--too many inclined to become loafers and
depend Ulna the Government to take cam of them. They seem
to think that with fre~lom ezerything they need ia to come like
manma from heay.¢n.
" Now, I w~ut ~ i~r~. t.k~. upon your minds, that fredom

simply n~ans ’liberty to Work and enjoy the product of your own
hands. This ~_ ~? ,Cor~t definition ,of £r~edom in the most ex-
ten~ve ~n~ of ~9. term.,
" Th.ez¢ ~ ano~ez t .Meg, and I have l)~en surprised that

people ~yond th~ th~ea have act p .~dsed ~or~ you tab impprta~t
idea. It is e a~ in. Congre~_, and f.tom the pulpit north and
~uth, to talk abou~ polygamy, ~nd Briglmm. Young, and de-
b~ehery o£ various kinds ; but them is a~o one great fact, that
fo~ m’d!iona of p@lSle lived in open and noto~oua concubinage.
The time h~s ~omo when you ~ust con-oct this thing. You
know what I say is true, and you must do something to carreet
it by example as well as by words and profusions.
"It is not n~-~L, sar y for me to g[~s you any assurance of what

my future coup. ~ be in refereno to ~our condition. Now,
when the ordeal i* passed, there can be no reason to think that I
shall turn back in the great cause in which I have sacrificed
much and perilled all.
"I can give you no assurance worth more than my co,ur~

heretofore, end I shall continUe to do all that I can for the ele-
vation and amelioration of your condition ; a~dl~r~z# in God
~h~ tira~ may soon cants when you shall ~e gathered together, in a

d im~ and country suited to you, a~uld it ~ found that th~ t~a
races camw~ set along foqelher.
"I trust God will continue to conduct us till ,the great end

shall be accomplished, and the work reach its great eo~umma-
ti0o.
" Accept my thanks for this manifestation of your respect and

regard."

THE APRICAN8 IN THE UNITED STATES.
A contemporary shows that, although emancipated, the Africans

in the United States are far from being raised to that position
of social equality which ~emed to be a rear enable ~equance to
the nomination of eome of them as staff officers in the United
States Army. He says: " Mr. Sumner has tried to insert a
clau~e in new railway acts compelling all companies to allow
negroes to travel in the common cars ; but the clause has been
rejected. The present mail brings us tidings efa riot at Charles-
ton, because the negroes attended a public meeting of the citizens.
In fact, here is the crucial difficulty ; white meu and women all
over America dislike the company of the fre’e negro. The ladies
of "Washington refused to attend the last Inauguration Ball,
unless ’ nlv~,ers’ were excluded; the managers of !he ball were

"° ° a dance wRh ne roe% and without ladies,staunch Abolitionists; " g -
would be a rather dismal festival; end so the negroes were
tabooed by the very men who had risked the dissolution of the
Union to set them free. The old leaven is evidently very strong
yet ;aud now that the African is no longer an element in warlike
dispute, there will be increased difficulty iu overcoming those
vreiudices of race which showed themselves so offensively on all
occasions before the commencement of the late war."
A bill defining the legal status of the coloured people of Ten-

nessee has passed cue branch of the Legislature of that State. It
guarantees the sanctity of the matrimonial alliance between
blacks, but prohibits their intermarriage with whites. All exist-
ing laws relating to married women and to children are to apply

exce t that eoloured chtldren shallto people of cotour, p _ . , " not be
admitted to schools with whites. Uotourea persons may appear
in ~tate courts as witnesses against each other, but not against

AFRICAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY.
The half-yearly meeting of this ¢¢~al~y.w~ h.d4 oa J’,aaa l.~t

Mr. P. D. Hadow in the chair. The aee, ounm ~mowea a omauceo~
4,757l. 9s., after making the u#ual reserve for depr~.ia~en,
defraying all expenses of navigatien~ &e.; and the directors
recommended a dividend of 8~. pe~ share~~ree d/income:tax, out
of that balance, carrying a small sum over to the next half-
year’a account. It was Stated that the mail serdoo had
performed sa~faetorily~ and that the ships are in a high sta~o of
efficiency. .......

ZKg ANTKtt0POL00iO~ S0d~~i~ AND ITS g~2~W:
¯ o ,as znrron or ~m~ ar~zo~ rnm~.

Sir,--The Anthropological Society has its impcrtinences and
its fallacies just as any other learned society has. On a !ate
oceaslon this most phy~ddogieal .oommu.m.ty. or .~g? men
inaugurated a discussion on the merits of Ob.ri~nan Attssmns In
Western Africa, and although Mr. Burnand Owen did his best
to prove that the g~iu of Christianity there had far exceeded its
loss, ~[r. Harris conceived that he could establish the charge of
polygamy and of other abominations against the EUre~an mi~-
sienna’ion of Sierra Leone, because their wives did not always
out-live them, and that he could con~-~luently up~t ~e theme
of Christian utility, which is as~d to scatter blessings among the
’r uneontamiffated" boys and girls of the {}ulf of Guinea.
It is the singular misfortune of Africa that many of the more

talkative travellers who choose to go within its borders choose
to g¢ thither with minds prepared for any grossness of relation
and of doctrine.
That Mohammedanism gains converts is not surpming, for

Mohammedanism serves the ends and purposes most pleasant to
teh African" temperament. It encouragea polygamy, and slaver~...,
To say, in the sweeping terms of a r~alf-su~ie~ent dogmat~m,

that the converted African loses his own moral code, such as ~t ~,
and does not acquire ours, is to say what !s entirely incor~ct. I
am happily acquainted with African genuemen WhO woma con-
fer honour on any congregation Of Christians among which they
would elect to stand; and those gentlemen were bern of Pagan
fathers and mothers. How Sierra Leone may be classed in the
loose theology of the speakers who misled the credulous Anthro-
pological Society on Tuesday evening last, I am not competent
’to declare; but I am competent to declare that I claim as
acquaintances two or three merchants living in Freetown, who
were taken when children out of dave ships, and who am now
worthy of the position which they have gained by dint of their
success in trade, and by dint of the standard at which their quiet
and earnest piety is rated.
I am thoroughly at a loss to discover how Captain Burton can

satisfy himself--and he is not often dissatisfied with himself~
that the translation of the Bible into the languages of Africa is- ,!
an "ignoble literature ; beesu~e I have yet to learn that Csplkla
Rarton brings within the range of his erudition the comprehen-
sion of one single syllable of one single African tongue.
How, for example, eau C~]ptajn Burton ~atia~ himself that

the translation of the Bible rote the Ga is a htetaxy emefi*,
when I will stake my existengo that Captain Burton cannot get
at the meaning of half-a-dozen words of that ~.Mect of the Gold
Coast.
It may be as well that I should stat~ that I am no mi~anar/,

either directly or iudirectly ; and it may be as well that I should
throw out the hint that I have, in my humble way, moved ~dth
con dderable additlou to my knowledge of the human m~, an,~d
without regret, among the :F~ .v~4....

April 19.
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ENLARGEMENT OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
Arrangements are makhzg with a riew of enlarging the form of this
journal, ¢omrneneh~g with the ,tumb:r for July, the first of tt, e
ths fiflh volume. We hove our frien& will make a pob~t of em-
Tloying their influe~,¢e to obtah~ for it ~tew ,ubseribers ; extendb~g
the sphere of its (n3quence, an# encouragfi~g us 6~ our efforts for
the iMustrial, moral, and Chridian elecation of the African
pectic.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.
An Anti.Slavery Association has lately been organized in

Paris.This is rather late iu the day--but better late than
never.
The British Consul, Captain Cameron, with Mr. Stern, and

other missionaries, &c., has not yet been set at libertyby the
King of Abyssinia, nor is there, up to the present time, any
intelligence that can give a reasonable hope of that great outrage
being terminated by their speedy deliverance.
We perceive that, in a !eSter to daily papers, Mr. lqunf,

:President of the Anthropological Society of London, claims im-
munity from criticism for Dr. Colenso as r~ards the paper
read by him at one of the meetings of that society, until the
o~eial report of the paper shall have been published in the
society’s journal! This seems to be a very ingenious mode of
puffing the Anthropological tra.~h into notice ; but we must re-
main content with the ordinary sources of information.
Governor Blaekall, from Sierra Leone, reached England on the

5th instant, and was examined by the committee of the House
of Commons (West African settlements) on the 15th.
- Mr. Garrison has retired from the Presidency ef the American
Anti-Slavery Society, which he and many other of the leading
members maintain ought to be dissolved: there being now no
slares in America to emancipate.
Mr. Ross, late Colonial Secretary at the Gold Coast, appeared

before the Parliamenta~T Committee on the 12th inst. Governor
:Pine and Colonel Conran had previously given their evidence.
Governor Blaekatl has also been examined.
Forty-six slave soldiers, said of course to have enliskd, were

shipped off at the Dutch fort of St. George d’Elmiua, Gold Coast,
on tim 22nd April, for 3"ava. The Dutch now pay forty dollars
each for these men.
Mr. Joseph Martin, native, who, with an interpreter, was sent

by the King of Cape Co~st to give evidence, was examined during
two hours by the Committee of the /louse of Commons. Ills
evidence excited considerable interest.
Her Majesty’s ship Grit~u arrived at Portsmouth from the

West Coast of Africa on the 16th instant.
Some interesting slave.trade papers have been printed by

Her :Majesty’s Government, being communications from and to
the Spanish Government in the month of April last. We hope
to be authorized to publish these in our July number.
Thomas Baines~ Esq., F.R.G.S., author of " Explorations in

South West Africa" (published a few months since by Messrs.
Lengmau and Co., London), arrived safely in England, frem

on the 19th inst.
The Cape cf Good Trope mail which arrived on the 19th inst.

did not bring any news of importance.
Co~.xzL OsL we are informed, has presented to the Parlia-

mentary Committee an amended report, in which he has recanted
his heresy on the road question.

THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE AND THE
WEST COAST.

Wz had intended urging in this present number the creation of
a municipality, and other changes, at Sierra Leone, calculated to
prepare that colony as rapidly as possible for the full exercise of
legislative powers such as are possessed by other British colonies,
as al~ a radical change in the system of the gudleial Assession
Court at Cape Coast ; and measures for securing a regular gaol de-
livery at Acorn. But, as we uuderstand that the draft report of
the chairman of the committee has been already pre~ented to the
committee for discussion, we withdraw our articles on these sub-
jects, and refrain from all further comment upon the administra-
tive systems at present followed at the various colonies and settle-
ments. The final report will no doubt be presented to Parliament
before our next number issues from the press, and we shall then
be able to judge how far the labours of the committee are likely
to be productive of benefit to the West Coast of Africa.

DR. COLENS0 ON POLYGAMY.
Wz are directly at issue with the Bishop of Natal in the matter
of polygamy. This at least is not a theological question, and
does not in any way rest upon the credibility of the Pentateuch.
It is an eminently practical question, and, with reference to the
Africans (among whom it is an instituffon about as respectable as
that the ostentatious display of which our magistrates are praise-
worthily endeavouring to suppress in Regent-street), is so con-
nected with the subject of their civilization, that, independently of
those sentiments regarding it which we entertain in common with
the great body of Chr:stisns, we have always felt it to be one of
the greates~ imprtafiee. :
Dr. Colense has been reading at a meeting of the Anthro~-

logical Society a long paper on "Missionary Efforts among
Savages," as a sort of reply to one on the same subject previously
read by that assailant of missions, ~r. Winwood Reade, who
gathered up his wonderful stores of "knowledge during a five
months’ flying trip along the West Coast of Africa. "We leave to
the gentlemen of cur missionary societies the appreciation of the
Doctor’s detente of Christian missions. He says, in effect, that
the efforts of missionaries among savages have been a great
blessing to them ; but, as to the preaching of Christianity among
them being necessary to their salvation, it is all humbug. It is,
the Bishop says," a horrible delusion," that this is at all necessary
to their eternal salvation ! After this we ore more and more at
a loss to conceive why the Bishop belongs in any way to a
preaching Christian Church. We do not want bishops and clergy
for mere secular, industrial, and moral education. And if Chris-
tianity is not nece~.ary to salvation in Africa, neither can it to
necessary in England. But what we have more especially to
deal with is the Bishop’s &fene,~ of polygamy among the natives.
And, as we are not less diametrically opposed to him as regards
this "native custom" than about the salvation of souls, we
think it right to give the words he is reported to have uttered :
"Once more, I believe that the course which the great body of
missionaries have taken on the question of polygamy is a vc.ry
serious impediment to the progress ef our work. Here again,
without any authority from the Chnrch of which they are minis-
ters, there are many of the missionary clergy, and even bishops
of the Church of England, who have lald down the law that
every convert admitted into the Christian Church shall put away
all his wives but one, if he had more than one, before baptism.
It would be reasonable if they said, ’ You need not be baptized
at all; you may be good men without being to]really received
into the Church,-as there have been good men of old who were
n~vtr bJptized, and whb had more ~vives than erie, yet lived
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~1 lives, and you, with your many wives, must try to do
the same. As a Christian, you cannot take more, but you must
net be false to those you have already taken, and to the obliga-
tions you have already contracted lawfully, according to your
own native customs." It has been said that revolutions cannot
be made with resewater; but, according to this delightful theory,
the great moral revolution attendant on repentance to salvation
can be so made. How very charming ! "There have been good,
faithful men of old without baptism, and with many wives," and
why not good, faithful Christian men now under the same con-
ditions? But what, then, is this polygamy which merits such
tender Christian .~reatment ? :Bishop Cotense’s experience of it
has been among the Kafirs. Surely it must exist there in a very
much modified form to that in which it works such dreadful evils
in other parts of native Africa ? It must be there, one would
suppose, a mere persona], matter, doing no injury to others, in-
volving nothing beyond the mere po~eesion by one man of a
plurality of voluntary, contented, devoted, happy wives, who
would ~ overwhelmed with grief and sorrow at the mere idea
of their lord and master giving them portal,ion to transfer their
allegiance to another. How far this is consistent with fact
appeared in our number of December 23, 1863, under the head
of "Natal," in the following passage :~
"We pointed out some months ago the disgTaceful anomaly of

polygamy, and other demorslising heathen practices among these
Kafirs (of Natal) being upheld, aud their rights and claims over
the weaker portion of the peopli~ enforced by a so.cuBed Christian
executive and magistracy. The Natal .Mercury has long done
battle valiantly against the continued toleration of the abomina-
tions alluded to. And the colonial feeling on this subject has
been strengthened by three young girls, who refused to be given up,
when sold to otd Toly’gamists, having been reeentlg tortured to death
by stow fire a~ a slake, and other fiendish cruelties. The cases are
well authenticated, and the details are too horrible for insertion.
Well may the Mereurgt say that this woman slavery is ’an
astounding’feature in the social polity of the colony.’ "
:Following this, in leading articles in our numbers of January

and February, 1864, we showed how entirely responsible the
British Government is for the continuan~ of this and other Xafir
abominations within the colony--.a responsibility the more serious
because this polygamy means darerg the most abject, cruel, and
hopeless--slavery from which there is no escape when once its
fetters are closed around the victim ; because there, as in allt parts
of native Africa, it is one of the greatest curses, one of the most
prolific sources of crime and misery, among the various and
mighty eugines of diabolic mischief that are at work over that
wretched continent. There is no all.parity of numbers between
the sexes iu Africa to make it appear a law of nature that men
should have half.a-dozen or twenty wives. ~very such mono-
polist wrongs a number of his neighbours, or his adherence to
h;~ ,, native customs" iu this respect has been among the causes
fOblood~hed and violence in wars instigated end undertaken for
obtaining supplies of victims for the Bishop’s amiable and good
polygamists ! We know that down the West Coast this monopoly
of the women by a few leads to disorders, that in their turn
conduce to further crimes aud atrocities; and among the Natal
Kafirs it works in many ways to miser)’, and at the same time to
insecurity among the European portion of the colony. Parents
seR their daughters for cattle; the chiefs and comparatively
wealthy men thus mouopolise a large proportion of the women,
making of them wives and slaves, while the young men who
have no cattle with which to purchase wives are left unprovided
for in this respect, and of course become aggressors on the coyotes
live human property of their superiors in wealth. It is impos-
eible to conceive a more fruitful source of dora oralisation among
a people. . ¯ .... onThe Bishop blames the misstonsnes for ms, sting on the dis: -
tinuanee of polygamy by their converts. We think that if they
did otherwise they would betray their high mission. The
Bishop’s Christianity is beyond our comprehension. It must be
remembered that there is no difficulty in getting rid el their
surplus wife-slaves. The parents ere only too willing to receive
them back, provided there be not any return demanded of the

cattle that had been paid for them. But in a British colon)’~
especially where, as in Natal, the natives are refugee~, who have
fled from otherwise certain destruction, and found refuge there~
this task ought not to have devolved upon the missionaries ; the
evil ought long since to have been arrested by the Government.
It is most disgraceful that it has not been so arrested. The colo.
nists would certainly have effected this, if they could have
obtained the consent of the superior authorities in Downing-
street. When, in the numbers of our journal before alluded to,
we exposed and commented upon the awful atrocity of torturing
tho*~ young female 1(aftra to death by slow fire at th~ ,take, we
foolishly believed that before another twelve months should have
pa~,xl away the British Government m,~st have taken decided
action in the matter. We did not believe that the advocates of
polygamy and its inseparable atrocities ia such countries as in
Africa were so numerous in this Christian land, or that those
who are not its advocates would remain so seemingly indifferent
to its ~roteded and su22~orted ezi, tenee in a .British ¢olong. We
again urge the consideration of this questiou on the Government
and a Christian public, with the view to immediate action. As
the British Government have so long culpably permitted and
protected this polygamy in Natal, we do not urge any violent
measures. We have before pointed out what we think ought to
be done. in the following words, which state at the same time
the posit:ion and the remedy (February 23, 1864) "Everywhere
in native Africe, though theregulations may in some aegrce vary,
power and wealth make themselves almost sole.masters of the
female portion of the community. In Natal, a Bnttsn cotony--a
Christian colony--polygamy has been necessarily in some degree
modified. The Kafirs both in and out of the colony differ, too,
from the slave-trade wo~ied populations of other parts of Africa.
There are many pos.~’..ssors of property in cattle: &e; . Where the
female children do not become the property ot rne cruet, mey are
sold for the most part to some tmssessor of cattle. The hard labour
of the Kafir kraals or villages falls to the lot of these women, who
are in all respects slaves--hard-worked, abject slaves. And it has
long since been recognised ia Natal that there is danger to the
females among the European community, in consequence of that
monopoly of the Kafir women which results from polygamy among
the Kafirs. ]~lany atrocious outrages that have been committed
seem to be traceable more or less to this cause. The Europeans
are uneasy in presence of this abomination. They desire most
earnestly to be rid of it. And the late burning of Kafir girls, who
dared to have affections and a choice, has increased this desire.
But the colonists are powerless to influence the Government at
home. Shall not we, then, help them ? WilIChristian England,
now that this euormity in one of her important colonies is clearly
made -known to her, rest apathetic and indiffereut? We say that
the two systems, the Christian and the heathen, cannot remain
thus face to face with each other, and both maintained and upheld
by the ]=tome and Colonial Governments. What we contend for
is this : The Government are about to distribute 1,250,000 acres
ef land iu tbe colony among the Kafirs there. The grants are to
be free grants for ever of about twenty-five acres each, to all tim
adult Kafirs. The Governor of Natal is to be trustee cf thcso
lands, so that none of them can ever be alienated without his
approval. We contend that the time has now come for the Go-
vernment, in making this distribution of land, ta say that poly-
gamy, an agent of confusion iu the colony, shall not be further
extended; that, without touching nny existing ties, the Govern-
ment forbid any more polygamic marriages among the .Kafirs_;.and
that the land shMl descend to the issue of the o~e wife. ’.t’here
cau be no doubt as to the power of the Government to enforce
this Christian law, which will be far from uupopular among the

tghreat body of the Kafir refugees. But whether unpopular or nobev should be made to submit to it. Thcy ere there.to re.ceive
~ro~e~tion, not to dictate religion or polity..The m?r.atana, re.a-
[trial progress of the colony, an4 the reputahou of th~s ~,,nsuan

k Parlia-
country, eli demand the change. Yi e lo.o., therefore, to
meut to bring the power of Christian putmc opinion to bear upon
Her Majesty’s Government in this matter, and to instal upon a
limitation of palyyamy t)t the cdony of Nat,d, tcfth a view to its
s2ady extirgation.
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MISSIONARY REPLIES TO BURTON, READE, AND
OTHERS.

It was impossible that the annual missionary meetings should
pass over without some notice being taken of the systematic
attacks made en Chxhfian missions and missionaries at the
Anthropological Society. At the Wesleyan meeting, held in
Exeter Hall, several speakers alluded to the subject; but it was
in especial brought prominently forward by the Roy. 3ohn Bed-
ford, of Manchester, andthe Roy. W. M: Punshon. In his de.
fence of the cause of Christian missions the former obzerved:
"In this cause there is a grandeur that Mould command cur
admiration ; there is a benevolence altogether in harmony with
our Christian feeliogs and sympathies; and there is a certainty
of success, no matter what men may say to the contrary, which
should strengthen our faith and stimulate our zeal. While our
grand object is the conversion of the world, while we aim chiefly
at this, we shall promote all other things that are desirable iu
connexion with it. We shall promote, for inrtance, all that is
desirable in the extension of legitimate comma/co, in geographical
discovery, in ethnological science, in the amity and intercourse of
neighbouHng and of distant nations, in the mental elevation and
domestic dignity of the female sex throughout all lands, in the
supremacy of just laws and good government, and in whatever
else tends to’promote the happiness of individuals, the peace of
families, the well-being of nations, and the repose of the world."
Mr. :Bedford went on to show that the attacks alluded to were
not only against Christian missions, but against Christianity
itself--against Divine revelation, t, The Gospel claims universal
supremacy; the Gospel sets forth a Saviour for all men; the
Gospel gives commission to all its ministers to go into all the
world, aud preach to everyereature ; and if there be the slightest
degree of truth in what these men say, that Christianity is not
fitted for the inhabitants of Equatorial Africa, then the issue that
is joined is an issue between Divine revelation and Mohamme-
danism, or some ether system which any class of men may see
fit to set forward and advocate." "fie showed that, apart fromChristianity, not remedy for the woes of the human family had

been fouud: The philosophers of Greece and Rome, when
those countries were in the height of their civilization and re-
finement, did notbing to heal the morel maladies that abounded
in their day. Where science flourished, and art created its
nobleet monuments, where curious hooks, and beautiful paintings,
and noble statuary, and the finest architecture, proclaimed the
cultivation of the intellect and the triumphs of genius, there
idolatry as gross in principle, though not as rude in form, as
that of savages, and obscenity as vile as ever disgTaced human
nature, went hand in hand unchecked--nay, encouraged and
triumphant .... And so in modern times, all the nostrums
which men have proposed in order to cure the moral evils of
society have been utterly unavailing; and even all the secondary
measures, not nostrums, which they have laid before us, have
failed to accomuJish the main thing. As to secondary mea-
sures, men may talk as long as they please about curing the evils
of society by education, by social improvement, by political
theories and arrangements, by legislative measures, and by a
variety of other things which are valuable and useful in their
own way ; but none of these things possesses a principle powerful
enough to go down to the secret depths of man’s soul, and carry
a tr.,nsforming power throughout his passions and his nature."
Mr. Bedford expressed that just confidence in the ultimate result
which every Christiau ought to feel, though opposed in the
arduous and difi%ult work "by P~en darkness, by Mohamme-
dan delusion, by Popish superetition, by Jewish infidelity, by
lukewarm Christians, and by men who hate Christianity alto.
gether ; as well as by almost every form of natural, political, and
moral evil." And success had attended their efforts~great suc-
cess if measured by a proper standard ; but that success ought not
tn be " measured by the standard of a nation like this, which
has been growing iu civilization end Christianity, growing in a
Christian civilization, let me rather say, for more than a tbousaud
years ? Do we presume to measure the native~ of Equatorial
Africa in every point of view with omselves in thisland ? Is
that a fair test ? Can we expect that men who a few years ago

were degraded, many of them enslaved in their bodles~-~d
enslaved in their minds, can nso np m so brief a period fo all the
dignity and nobility of the Christian civilization of this land >
¯ , . And supposing it were true, to put the case at ~he worst,
that the.~ same travellers who think Mohammedaniem and the
Koran better for the poor African than our :Bible, had found here
and there a case of failure ; is that a fair way of testing Ohris-
tisn Missions ? I submit it is not. I submit, the fair way is to
contrast the state of the individuals and the tribes referred to,
before they ever had Christian missions among them, with their
state and condition now. Have they risen to any degree of
civilization? Have they risen and improved in regard to
domestic life? Do they respect the conjugal relationship to any
larger extent? I am not asking whether there may not be an
exception here and there. You must look for these exceptions,
You must look for them in the most civilized portions of
the world."
On the same point of "sunned," the Roy. W. M. Runshon ob-

served : r’ Will you compare those converts in Western Africa, as
Mr. Bedford said, with what you find in our own conntiT ? He
argued that out, and showed you why they should not be equal
to the Christians at home--why the success is not so great in
Western Africa or in other mission fields as at home. But is it
not ? Them is that prior question to settle. I maintain it i~, in
the face of all opposition. Sir, have you not almost at the comer
of every street in :London to.day, and in many other .plsce~, bad
spirits that slaughter more annually than are slaughtered at any
Dahomen ’ custom ’ in the world ? Look into your streets---is
there not something that you delicately veil.under the name of
’ the social evil,’ and for which you cannot either by legislation
or by phRsntbrophy find a remedy? Cannot you go into the
midst of this .wicked city and find some beathens that are more
besotted, more darkened, that are as absolutely ignorant of God,
as any that are to be found in the most benighted parts of the
world ; ’ City Arabe,’ as wild as their eastern namesakes, and
with less sense of religion; bronzed women who have never known a
girlhood, with bold brows, and shrewish tongue, and eyes that
have no flashes save those of hate or anger; men who are
IehmaeIs against society,’in terrible/avenge for society’s original
sin against them? And have you not had your temperance
societies, your home misdons, and all your other appliances at
work for fifty years ? ....I maintain that by comparison also
we have had suceess. Therei.sjnst another test, I maintain that we
have had success by comparison with anybody else. There are
some people who are wonderful for pulling down, but clumsy St
building up ; and of these it seems to me are those persons who
are the most earnest in their attacks upon us and upon our holy
cause. What has been the success of their plans? Model
farming ? There is nothing Very new in that¯ We have had
that experiment before to-day. ~lonizstion ? There is nothing
very new in that. :Education, then, may be the grand catholi-
cou that is to work the mighty change ? We have had that be-
fore. It doer not appear as if these gentlemen were anything
better than bankrupts in originality. Certainly they have startled
us by no remarkable discoveries that they have made¯ We say
that our own works will hear comparison with theirs; and we
come to them, of course modestly, and we say, c Gentlemen ’~
it would flI become us to be unmannerly (although they call us
so)--" Gentlemen, may we be pardoned for intruding ourselves
into your company ? We are poor ; we are comparatively unculti-
vated men; we are not members, most of us at least, of the An.
thropological Society; we scarcely dare to come between the
wind and your nobility. We have failed, you say; but where
are your successes ? When are the nations that you have turned
from barbarism to civilization ? Where is the garland ihat
crowns the altar upon which you have made your votive o~e.x~, gs
to the Pan of human self-sufficiency ? What reason have yQu to
sneer at us for the apparent failure of our plans ? We have wJdtten
few romances; we have shot no gorillas; we love lifo, most of
us; hut we do trust that there is not one of us who would Lure
Mohammedan to save it. We have not done allwe want to do ;
we have not done all we should have done; wehave not done all
wc shall do; but by the grace of Cod we have done something;
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and hark yon i we tell you in the face of the world, ancl to your
beard, we have done better than you.’ What is the end of all
thb~ Why, just that we are to give ourselves morn thoroughly
to il~is groat work. Even if wa had expended all this time, and
life, sad treasure, and had never succeeded in the conversion of
a ~iugle sou], our obligation to labour and pray and give would
be just as binding as it is to-day. Suecees is not the measure of
^.. a.t~ Tt h ~ocl’s comnassion to our infirmity that gives us
s~-~’~’butit-is-n%t, T sa’y, the measure of our duty. Our
~,~., ;o h~.t unen the command, ’ Go ye into all the world, and
-~.~v~,’t~ae(]os~eI to every creature.’ Well, then, iu the words
of Barke to his eoustituenta at Bristol, Iwould say to th l~"
porters of this great cause---Applaud us when we run; consote
us when we fall; cheer ue when we recover : but, above all things,
let us go on, for God’s sake let us go on."i t

COPY OF THE REPORT OF COL. ORD,
THE COMMISSIONER APPOINTED ~ INQUIRE INTO THE CON-
DITION OF THE BRITI8H SETTLEMENTS ON THE WEST COAST
OF AFRICA.

Re~ort of the Uomm~#~oner a2apointed to [nqU~e into the. Condit{on of
the British ,.%ttlernent~ on tl~e We~t 6’oazt of Africa,

[C0nclnde&]
Notwithstanding the obstacles, at present inte rpo.sed to. trade, there

is much reason to hope that the mnaence wmcn ma local govern.
merit now exercises over the contending parties will ~fltimately be
successful in reconciling their differences, and it is the opinion of
competent persons engaged in the trade, that 8,000 tons of palm oil
might be exported from Lagos the year after peace was secured; in
the meantime, the export is maintained by the people of Laces,
whose former employment as carriers aud canoe-men to the ne!ghbour-
ingtribes having been put to an end by the war, have turned their
attention to the collection of palm oil (and the cultivation of .pro-
visions) on the lands bordering the lagoons, and are thus usemlly
occupied indeveloping the resourc~z., ofthe coun.try~. ....
There is no authentic record of the imports inn |.ages pnor to ~ts

becoming a British possession; but, for the latter half.year of 188~,
duty was paid on goods to the val.ue:of.77,9~L,:~h[ch was increased
in 1883 to 171,1391. of which tl~e pdncip~ articles were (tteturn,
No. 23, Appendix) wines, spirits, cotton goods, tobacco, and the
materials for casks for holding palm oil. Although the disturbances
in the interior prevent the egress of any produce, the importation of
goods is uot prohibited, and some of the merchants, with the view of
keeping up their connectionwlth their native dealers, and to insure
the cafety of the produce belonging to them in their bands, have con-
tinued to send up supplies, but the general imports into the settle.
meats have naturally been much reduced.
Previous to the ce’ssion of Lagoa the duties levied by the king con-

sisted of a three per cent. ad va/orcm duty on imports, or two per
cent. on exports from the port. For this the BHdsh Government
substituted, in June 1862, an aJ ralorera export and import duty of
two per cent, which was altered in 1803 to three per cent. on imports,
with certain higher specific duties on spirits, tobacco, ~uns, and gun-
powder, the expert duty being abolished ; further modifications took
place in the same year, and the duties were finally fixed at four per
cent. on imports, with specific duties on the articles before mentioned,
rates which still continue in force, and which constitute the whole
taxation of the settlement. No complaint appearsto have been made

been raised for the protection of the settlement, in consequence ef the
small military force appropriated for the purpose, has been attended
with heavy expend. On the whole, the expenditure does not show
an excess over the revenue, though it is necessary to observe that
this does not accurately represent the finaucial condition of the
settlement, since it appears by the Return No. 28 (Appendix) that
there has been iocurred, in addition to the recorded expenditure, a
debt of 4,2~l/., partly for the hire and expense of a steame~, which
was rendered necessary by the withdrawal of one of the men-of-war
hitherto appropriated for tbe purpose, and also by the heavy expert.
ditura for works aud buildings which was required on the establish-
ment of tbe government. The recent depressed state of tr~e has
also temporarily affected the receipts from revenue, aud rendered
necess.ary the borrowing of a small sum for current expenses.
Although it is clear that the first formation of a new colony,

especially iu such a situation as Lagos, must have involved very
heavy demands upon the public purse, it does not seem unreasonable
to expect that the 46,S74L, which was the amount raised from
revenue in the two years and a-half it has been in existence, would
have been found sufficient to effect all that was most wanted without
involving the settlements iu any debt. All that bus been said as to
the neee~ity of more careful management of the finances of the
Gambia and Gold Coast applies with equal force to Lagos, which
has, however, an advantage over these eolc hies in the stander growt.hof its revenue under circumstances of considerabla depressmn in im
trade; and if, as there seems reasonable ground for supposing, this
inereas~ is maintained, the settlement will have no difficulty in re-
lieviog itself of all its liabLHties without diminishing in any way the
extent or efficiency of its establishments.
The administration of iustice is undertaken by a chief maglstrato,

a police magistrate, and t’he two civil commandants of Badagry and
Palms, an establishment which appears sufficient for the duties
which at present devolve upon it; eventually, however, as the iuha-
bitants, of whom the number on the island is vaHousl~r estimated
between 40,000 and 80,000, and is probabl~ nearer the ~arger than
the smaller number, learn to avail themselves of the cheap and ready
justice which our courts dispense, it may be expected that some addi-
tion will require to be made to the judicial staff.
It has been stated that the protection of the settlements has ran.

dared expedient the establishment of a local armed force, raised from
the natives of Houssa, largo numbers of whom are found in Lagos,
where they have, in most instances, been brought over as staves.
These people have a etrong’antipsth7 to their former masters, With a
considerable aptitude for military duties; 100 of them have accord-
ingly been organized as an armed police, who not only ehare in all
the duties of the garrison, but also perform many others which the
custom of the service prevents soldiers from being employed upon,
and which are absolutely required in a new settlement in the position
of Laces; for example, when summonses from the court have to be
executed by tbe ordinary cidl police in localities where redstauce
may be apprehended, or when prisoners have to be brought through
similar places, or when it is necessary to send messengers through
disturbed districts, these men are found capable of executing such
services with great courage and fidelity; whilst, when not so
employed, they perform all-the duties of soldiera, mounting guard
over stores, ma~zazinas, buildings, &e., and are ready to turn out at
once, on the orc~er of the Governor, for the suppression of any distur-
bance or commotion.
It has been already stated that, in the contemplated reduction o=

the force on the West Coast of Africa, the two companies of black
troops who form the garrison of Lagos are intended to he withdrawn;
there being no proper barracks for officers or men, they have suffered
considerably in their health, and as the cost for prodding the neces-
sary accom~nodation for them is estimated at 20,000L, it is consideredby anyone that these charges a~ opprec-siye or b.ufdensome; au~

consid[erin6 the circumstances of the people, ~na tae ample ram
which their labour produces, it cannot be said that they arc heavilybetter, as it will be more economical, to re move them at once, and to

entrust the entire protection ofthe settlements to the Houss~, whose
ta~ revenue raised during tha first half.year’s oeenpatlon_o.f the numbers will be somewhat augmented for the purpose.
settlements amouuted to 7,130/. ; in the following year 16fl08/. was There is as yet no Government ecclesiastical establishment, but tha

raised; and the revenue of the past year is found to have reached
Church Mis.donary 8ociety maintains three churches iu Lagos and

22,828/. The greater part ot this isproduced by customs’ receipts,coo iu Badsgry ; the Wesleyaus also support a church in Lagos.
and the balauce i~ made up by a parliameotary grant, which has Education receives no aL, dstanco from Governmentbut there ar~
averaged 2,000/. a-year, and of certain small amounts from fines, for- four schools in Lsgce and one in B adagry supporten ny toe unuroa

feitures, and sales of land. (Returns, Nee. ~5, 20, Appendix)
Missionary 8celery, and one in Lagce by the WeslayaUSo One o! th?

The expenditure of the colony, as will be seen by Return No. ~5, Church Missionary establishments in Lagos is a grammar sc~.oo~
h~.s been 8 510/ in the half.year of 1802; 15,837/. in the year 1883; conducted on similar principles tn that at t~ierra Leone, ann wmen
and in 1884 it ~ounted to 2~,805L; the Return No. 27 (Appendix)has been iu successful operation since 1859 ; it has at present twenty-
exhibits the principal objects to bich it was applied, none of which,five pupils of the better clasa of natives.
on inquiry, seem open to particular objec.tiou. The charge for-the The natives of Loges are a mixed race, Pagans iu religion, and

fixed civh establishments and for miscellaneous serdcea showsI resembling in many points the people of tha Gold Co,st. To the
a large increase, a considerabla portion of which was for additionsd] north of the ls:goon, in which tha island is attested, are varloua
ofl~c~, an3, in some instances, for augmentations of salaries; whilsttribe~, the principal of which are the Egbas, occupying the town of
the outlay on police, and especially for the armed police, which have Abbeclmta, about sixty miles up the river Ogun, due north of Lagc~
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The Egbas speak the Yoruba language, thongh they are said to be a
distinct tribe, formerly occupying a couutry near Oio, to the north ef
Abbeokuta, and who were compelled to move downwards before the
Yorubes when the Fellanees, a Mohammedan race from the interior,
in pursuance of that principle which seem s to govern all the followers
of the Prophet iu Africa, pressed the Yornbas south. The Egbsa
then settled at Abbeokuta, and the Yombas occupied amongst ether
towns lbadsn, to the east of it. Differences long existed between
the two tribes, which in 1860 and 1861 came to an issue on a claim
of the lbadaus to have a direct road to Loges and the "white mac,"
in place of being compelled to eend their produce and receive their
~oods through Abbeokuta, paying the usual tribute thereon to the
Egbas.
The town of lkorodu, situated at the head of the lagoon opposite

the settlement, being the spot where the Iberians’ road was intended
to debouch, speedily became an object of contention between the
opposing parties, and the Ikorodu people being induced to side with
the Ibadans. were threatened with the vengeance of their rivals.
Th e war was now- brought into the more immediate neighbourhood

of the settlements, and the result was, caravans of traders from
Lagos were robbed, and carriers murdered iu passing through the
seat of r.’ar ; repre~ntations made to the Governor resulted in apeals
from him for redress to the Abheokutan chiefs, who did not deny
such excesses bad occurred, but pleaded the disordered state of the
country, and promised to make compensation when in their power.
The Governor, not feeling satisfied with their reply, and believing that
the war was being carried on by a retrograde minority of the people,
threatened to bring the Egbas to reason by closing the road to
Abbeokula and preventing all trade between’that place and Lagos.
Further robberies on traders, and the prospect of art attack by the
Dahomians on Abbeokuta, led the Governor to issue a proclama-
tion recommending the Europeans residing there to leave the place,
and eventually to carry Out his thre’at of proclaiming a blockade of
Abbeokuta ; these proceedings were very displeasing to some of the
inhabitants of Lagos, and were made the subject of complaint by the
Church Missionary Society in Englaud, who addressed a memorial
on the subject to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in which they
urged that immediate measures should be taken for checking the
policy of the Governor¯
Now, without denying that exception might perhaps be taken to

the language and style of the Governor’s proclamations and commu-
nications to the native chiefs, and admitting that his poliey may
have been injurious to the Abheokutan cause, it does not, therefore,
follow that it was either improper or in i’udieieus. In an interview
with the acting Governor in 1863, the head chief of the Abbeokutan s
not only admitted that robbeD" and destrnetion of property were the
natural results of war, but stated that it was their custom, under
such eireumetanees, to destroy trade and property in order to
recruit the army, and to drive the people to war, and that if they
allowed trading there would be no soldiers. The statement goes f,/r
to support the opinion expressed by the Governor that the war was
carried on for the satisfaction of a minority, and to justify him in
believing that the best way to bring the chiefs to reason would be to
stop their supplies from I..agos.
It has heen alleged that the Local Government has made itself a

partisan in native quarrels, and evinced hostility towards Abbeokuta.
It is quite natural that the friends of the Abbeekutans slmuld view
with dissatisfaction any proceedings likely to be prejudicial to the
interests of the people; but although the sympathies of the Govern.
ment may possibly have been more on the side of the Ibadans, who
were striving to overthrow an unnecessary and objectionable
monopoly, than of the Abhcekutans, who were endeavouring to
maintain it, inquiry fails to establish tibet the Governmeut has shown
the slightest partiality in its dealings with either party; its sole
desire, and the object of its efforts has been to procure the return of
peace and the re.ol:ening of trade, and thus to restore prosperity to the
ecttlements. It is true that its efforts have not as yet been attended
with euceess, hut they have certainly obtained for it the respect and
toni]deuce of both t[~e contending parties, and materially increased
its influence over them¯
In the Appendix (C, D, E, F) will be found cop~es of four

memorials; from King Docemo, from the Sierra Leone emigrants,
from certain natives and traders at Lagos, and from the British mer-
chants at Lsgos. Two only of these memorials were addres~d
directly to the Commissioner. but the others were phced in his hands
for such observation as the)" might seem to him to require¯
The memorial of Docemo relates chiefl~ to the insufficiency of the

peu.qos which he receives from the Government in return for his
cession of the country, t/e urges that he forme|ly received 2,0001.
a-year from the duty on export, witl~ import dulies oa tobacco and
co~ries, besides fines and fees, whilst the presents of the merchants
contributed largely to his revenue. He complains of his pension
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having been stopped for four months by the act of the Governor, and
that he is not ~ermitted to use his seal to grants of land as stipulated
in the deed of cession.
There is goo:l reason to believe that there is truth in Docemo’s

statement that the 1,O00I. a-year he now receives does not represent,
as the third article second paragraph, of the treaty provides "the¯ " "m " "net revenue hitherto annually received by hi . This matter should
receive attention; and if, on inquiry., the claim is established, the
necessary augmentation of his pensmn should be made from ths
ample revenue which the settlement is returning.
The complaint that his pension was withheld for four months by

the Governor is well founded, but Her Majesty’s Government
approved the proceeding, and warned him that if he again manifested
any disposition to resist British authority, they would be compelled
to withdraw it.
His claim to use his seal in the transfer of lands, is by the first

paragraph of the third article of the treaty to be only as "proofs
that there are no other native claims upon it." He now desires to be
able to establish, hy the mere fixiug of his coal, his own title to lands
belonging to deceased natives, to whom under the old native laws he
was heir. Under British law the heirs of such deceased persons are
recegnised as the lawful owners of the property, to the exc]tJsion of
the King’s claim, which, indeed, is altogether barred by the first
article of the treaty, whereby he ceded all his rights to the Queen.
One other point, not adverted to in the memorial, but brought by

Docemo before the Commissioner at a personal interview, will require
some cQnsideration~viz., is he to have a successor on the throne .9
If so, by whom is this successor to be chosen, and what stipend, if
any, is he to receive? The King evidently attaches much importance
to ihis question, and it will be as well to remove an additional cause
of diesatisfaetion by settling it at once. Probably the conclusion
which would be least inconvenient to the settlements, aud not un-
satisfactory to the King, would be that he should select his successor
once for all, but subject to the approval of Her Majesty’s Government,
and that he should receive a pension of 500/. a-year from colonial
revenue for his life. This arran gement would no doubt extinguish all
future claims or pretensions arising from our somewhat summary oc-
cupat/on of Lagos.
The memorial of the Sierra Leone traders consists chiefly of com-

plaints of the existing state of affairs in the settlement, which it de-
clares to be much worse than when it was under native rule---a state-
ment which can require no refutation. It speaks of the occupation
having brought ~ith it thb distrust of the natives, stagnation of trade,
and a continuance of war, and gives as the chief reason that British
law cannot be reconciled with native law (by which is meant that
native law is better for Lagos than British), and that slaves who come
to Lagos are made free. It also again recurs to the prosperity which
attended the settlement when under the King’s rule, which it terms a
protectorate, and thesafety to life aud property which prevailed; and
after lamenting the little consideration which the memorialists receive
from the Local Government, which it alleges takes every opportuu!ty
of showing its contempt for t/iem,.it concludes with a statement m-
tended to show the evils resulting from the present administration of
the law, and prays that trial by jury may be introduced into the set.
tomcat.
The last, which is the only point in the memorial requiring notice,

may be consider~ as disposed of by the result of the trial it has
received in Sierra Leone.
The memorial of Tiwo, and certain other native traders and resi-

dents at Lutes, is a brief recapitulation of the advantages which they
enjoyed during the government of their beloved King Docemo and
the prt)teetion of the British Consul, and a complaint that having
been slaves themselves they are now elaveowners, and that their
wives aud slaves are liberated by British interference, greatly to their
discomfort. There is also an allusion to a law relative to the
thatching of their houses, which is said to operate with much harsh-
nasa, but which h~ since been repealed. Beyond this the memorial
does not appear to require notice.
The last memorial is addressed to the Lieutenaut-Governor, for the

information of the Commissioner, and is signed by four gentlemen,
the representatives of the largest British n~ereantile firms in Lagos.
%bilst acknowledging the depressed condition of the trade of
the country, which they admit exceeds anything known even
in the mos’t barbarous s’tate of the settlements, they charge this
entirely on the war which has prevailed in the interior for the last
five ye~s. Without deeming it necesesry to. enter into the causes
which have led to this war, they express au opmmn that some of the
Egba chiefs, who are the vrineipd supporters of it, are encouraged
in their persistence in it by’false-notiofi-~, instilled into their minds
by injudicious advisers in I_,e~os, of the advantages which they will
obtain by their pre~nt COttrse~)f action..Believing th.es? delusions
to be detrimental to the best interests of the natives and the country,

:.~,.
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that the restoration of peace will enable the resources of the
cao~dntry to be developed to an extent hitherto deemed impossible,
they earnestly entreat that these facts may be brought to the notice
of Her Majesty’s Government, with au exprec~ion of the!r desire .to
see peace preserved iu any manner that may seem best to tl~e
Government.
This memorial, emanating from some of the most intelligent and

ex eneuced" gentlemen in the. settlement, expm=..sing as it. doeS,.s ~ views. .
soPcompIetely at variance with tho~ of the other memenalt to, ~s de
serving of attentive consideration:
The slave-trade does not now exist nearer to Lagos than Whydah

and the other seacoast towns of Dahomey, where, moreover, at preseut
it is effectually repressed by the v!gilaut exer!!o.n~.of tho erui~rs:.fi.ve
of whom are continually at anermr ntong ires line o! coas~ wltuln
two miles of the shore,
Domestic slavery prevails in much the same form as on the Gold

Coast.
¯ From the situation of Loges, the settlement cannot fail to be pro.
judicial to the health of Europeans; it ha~, however, been occupied
by Government establishments for too short a time to enable any
decided conclusions to be arrived at on this poiut.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.
Having de~ribed the condition of the four settlements with respect

to their trade, finances, taxation, administration, and relations with
the natives, it becomes necessary to consider how far they satisfac-
torily attain the objects which the country has in visw in maintaining
them~viz., the suppression of the slave-trade and the encouragement
of British commerce, and how far they may be more completely at-
tained by any improved arrangements.
As regards the slave-trade, it is a well.established fact that it has

disappeared from the neighbourhood of every spot on the West Coast,
which has been made a British settlement; the distance to which it
has been removed depending in a great measure on the extent to
which the authorities of the settlement have been able to make their
influence felt. Nor need this statement be limited to British territory,
the Dutch and Danish possessions on the (}old Coast and the Be-
public of Liberia having been equally the means of banishing the
traffic from their vicinity.
It may be supposed that the l~resence" of th~ squadron has had

some Share in producing this result ; but that it is mainly duo to the
existence of the settlements, is supported by the fact that even in
those which have been the least ~isited by men-of-war, it has been as
effectually suppressed as in these which havebeen their most constant
resort.
As the introduction of legitimate comma roe furnishes a safer aud

more remunerative occupation to the negro than he derives from
trafficking in slaves, it will no doubt suggest itself as one cau~ for
this banishment of slavery from the neighbourhood of the settlements,
but experience shows that commerce is in itself powerless to produce
this result. Lagos has for many years had a large trade carried on
by British and other European merchants, yet this did not prevent it
fr0me being at the same time the head-quarters of slavery in the
Bights. At Whydah an extensive trade inpalm.oil has existed since
1849, and vet slaves have been regularly shipped from that port up
to the present day, and, es has been already stated, a cargo was
awaiting embarkation there in December last. Nor is this difficnlt of
explanation ; palm-oil, which forms the principle article of trade, is
collected hy natives, chiefly do mastic slaves, residing at or near the
coast, its weight and bulk preventing it from being brought from a
great distance in a country where there are no rivers; and it is evi-
dent that it would answer the chiefs better to turn their Iabour to
account in this way than to sell them for exportation, even were not
the customs of the country entirely oppo’ed to such a proceeding.
There is nothing, however, to preveut the chiefs from purehasiug for
export any number of the slaves cap!Oreedr:n:h;rh::ftStl~hinChra:~
regularly undertaken for this purpose m p
and so legitimate commerce and the slave.trade may be found com-
bined iu any spot ou the coast to which British authority or influ-
ence does n~t extend.
Thus the existence of the British settlements,and of the Republic of

Liberia, h~s served to eradicate the slave-trade from all but one spot
on the 1,500 miles of coast extending from the Gamble to Quittah;
and the recent aequisitiou of Lsgos may be ..,aid to have f, tdo a::o~t
entirely from the curse the remaiuaer of the coast; tnat p-
tions being the small spot between the Gamble and Sierra Leone,
the case of which has already been referred to iu the report ou the
latter colony, and a Portiou of the sea coast l~ng between Quittah
and Lagos, immediately iu the rear of which are the dominions
of the notorious King of Dahomey ....
It is well known thatp from the peculiar circumstanee~ ot ms
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eouutry, this monarch is indebted for his wealth and tbo maintenance
of his authority over his people almost exclu.qrely to the slave-
tradeWb,-dah the chief convert of his dominions is as it haso j i ~ ¯ ’
always been, the principal place of export; and advantage is also
taken, when the vigilance of the cruisers renders it necessary, of the
independent towns of Great Pope, Aghway, and Little Pope,
situated to the westward, tha inhabitants of which are only too ready
to afford every f~eility for a trade from which they derive such profit.
l’n 1818, the King of Dahomey requested that a British Governor

might be seut to Whydah, an offer which it is ueeddess to say was
not made with auy expectation that his slaving operatious would be
thereby impeded; but it is open to question whether, had the
arrangement been adopted, the influence which our presence would
have brought with it would not have produced a very different state
of matters in regard to the clave.trade to that which now exists.
The town of Little Pope applied in 1801, through the Government

of Sierra Leone, to be permitted to cede its territoQ" to Great
Britain, art offer with which it was not thought advisable to close,
and them is- little doubt that we might, were it considered expedient.
readily obtain such a footing in this neighbourhood as would enable
us to imposs a very serious check to .the slav? dealing .which no,w
nrevails. It is true that the export in this loeafity is atmose, ammugn
hot entirel , kept under by the vigilance of the squadron, but this is
onl effecteYd by keeping a number ot men.or-war (there were six in
DeeYember last) auehored within two miles of the coast, at short
distances from each other, with armed boats in the intervals; an
arrangement entailing the severest and most trying duties on the
officers aud men employed, and attainiug its partial success only at
very in’eat cost to the country.
If ’the preseut trade of the settlements be compared with that of

any ether’British possessions, it is not certainly of any great moment;
but such as it is, it owes its continuance mainly to the encourage-
ment and roteetion which their presence affordsit. Their exports
~n 1863 (thP~ latest for which complete return..s c.an. be obtained!
k~nounted: to within a trifle of 650,000/., WnXlst tuetr imports xor tun
~me period reached 533,000/.The mode in which the trade is carried on has been already allu dad
to in the former part of the report, and it will be readily understood
that a commerce, which is conducted chiefly bynative agents, and to
a great extent iu countries inhabited by savage and law/ass tribes,
at oonsiderablo distances from tho settlements, can only be prosecuted
in safety when their influence is felt aud their authority respected;
indeed, notwithstanding the comparative security afforded to trade,
t~" --~ interrn’~tionsr of it are but too numerous, and the dt.ffieulttes" "which have arisen between the natives aud ourselves nave, m many
instances, had their origin in robberies and assaults committed by
them on our traders and their servants, so that the merchants are
probably not in error in asserting that the complete auuihitation of
their trade would in most cases follow the withdrawal of the pro-

ton the" uow enloy.tcct". . ) . ¯ ......a ,hat the commerce of the settlements is,It has ncen a~reaay ~a~w ,~
he resent moment, in a somewhat depressed condition, a resultat t_ p ~. .......~.^ ....~ rise iu the value of cotton gcods,partly attnoutaote t~, ~u~ ~,~.

occasioned by the war in America, and, in a greater degree, to the
wars and differences which have prevailed of late amongst the natives
in their neighbourhood; peace and order are, however, now" beiug
gradually restored, aud the recent formation of several new companies,
who are’already engaged iu extendvo commercial operations, leads to
the belief that "the resources of the country are at leogth about to be
cycle ed, and ire trade to receive an impetus which will render
dnqu~iioued its right to such support and protection as are accorded
to all our other possessmns.far then as the ~uppre~ion of the slave-trade and the encou-So , . , " _ ......a it may be said that the settle-

ment o[ commerce are coa~u.,vu, a .rage .......... aiu the nrincinal objects for which they are
mean~ai~a:~sra~t~a’Yt n’~ust be b~)rno ~n mmd that there are other
objects, the attainment of which augments greatly the advantages
which the maiutenauce of the settlements confers: these are, theition of human sacrifice, and other similar barbarous practices,
tbb:lremovai of that oppression and injustice which too often attend

dmiuiqration of the uative laws, and the introduction of suchthe..at .- " ̄  ̄  ,,-- ~ ....udcustoms re~arding domestic slave.s as
mocllneatlons lmo tu= ,=--~.~ .o - . . .......

shall at least lead to s)me improvement m tae~r conomon, u t~ aces
alto ether free them from bondage.not g" .... ~-~ carol,, affirmed that wherever there has been a

_^~° :~;:}ormtt/em~,our efforts have been succe~sfu’dy dire.etod t.o !he~
"~:-*~t ends. Human sacrifices ann torture tor.~!tcncr~,~ ~~mpo,~a~ of in the neighbourhood of.the nor!horn sett,_e_men~,~u~
%~:’~":"-atthouga ,,~-^* ,~,~o-’h’n^’~’ er unknown on the..O° la t~oas£, are.. ~,¢a ,,,~

me rarit , puuishmen¢ never falling to be vmtea on rue
[ of.ex.tre . ̄  Y ......a ̂ f them, no matter what his rauk. The
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establishment of our own legal tribunals in all the territories under
cur rule has given facili_ties for relief to those who ere oppressed, of
which they are very ready to avail themselves, and by this, amongst
other measures, a great deal has been done to mitigate the evils of
domestic slavery. Moreover, there has been spread widely abroad
an appreciation of the superiority of European eivilieatiou, and of
the advantages it brings with it, the results of which, if not yet
apparent, there can be no doubt will be seen hereafter.
Whilst claiming for the settlements the successful attainment

of these important ends, it is not to be denied that many weighty
objections have been urged against them; it has been said that
they are fatal to life, cosily to the country, and ill.managed ; that
they involve us in wars and collisions with the natives, and bring
no benefits in return which could not be obtained as readily and
more economically were they altogether abandoned, or at least
retained only as small tradingposts, perhaps with a consular officer
to protect British interests.
That they are prejudicial to the health of Europeans is tmdoubted,

thougb, notwithstanding this fact, there is ne part of the coast in
which establishments are not to be found kept up by British and
other merchants, eome of whom reade for years in the country
without suffering materially from its climate ; but with re~ect to its
effect on the lives of the officers and men of the army and navy,
and the civil servants whom our policy compels to remain on the
coast, such statistics as are accessible do not seem to establish that
the country deserves the fatal character attributed to it. In the
Appendix, No. ~9, will be found a return exhibiting the mortality of
~be navy employed on the West African station, and of that on the
orth American and West Indian station, in the fiveyears from 1857

to 1801, hem which it appears, that whilst the NorthAmericen and
West Indian squadron loses on that station an average of28"26 per
1,000 of its officers and men, tbeWest African squadron loses on an
average 31"I-I out of the same number. A similar comparison of the
mortality amongst the bleak regiments employed respectively in the
West Indies and on the West Coast (Return No. 30, Appendix),
shows an average of deaths in the former of 23"92 per 1,000 against
32-19 per 1,000 m the latter. These returns dO not certainly establish
the objection that, compared with other stations on which our army
and navy are called upon to serve, the West Coast of Africa is par-
ticularly fatal to life. "No detailed information has been obtained
respecting the loss by death of civil servants of the Government on
the West Coast; but ~t may be etatsd that the Ions of lifo from climate
amongst this class is by no means large; the facility with which
officers of ell the services who suffer to any dangerous extent from
disease are permitted to return home on sick leave, must operate to
dffainish confiderably the number of fatal cases.
The expenditure of the Imperial Government for the settlements

consists of a small grant in aid of their civil establishments, which
averages about 12,000L a-year, and of the cost of the military
establishments required for tl~eir protection, an amount which varies
with the Strength of the force employed. Recent events on the Gold
Co~t had caused a considerable increase to be made to this force,
:~t t.he. present appe~ance of affairs ~ems to justify its reduction to
out its usual strength.
It will be considered presently whether larger reductions cannot

be effected in the cost for m~itary establishments without endangering
the ~ecurity of the settlements, and with increased efficiency to their
aetministration.
Admitting that there may have been errors in the administration

of these setflements, that their finances may not have been ahvays
carefully managed, and that differences or collisions with the natives
have occurred which greater forethought or judgment might perhaps
have in some instances prevented, it cannot be denied thai, from
their circumstances and position, they are exposed to risks and em-
barrassments from which most other colen[es are free, and that
whenever ~ttlements are brought into contact with warlike and law-
less savages, such complications ss have occurred on the West Coast
are by no means unfrequent, and are generally productive of finns-
c/at and other difficulties.
The poss/bi~ity of introducing improvements into their administra.

lion will, however, presently form a subject of consideration.
Ths suggestion that the benefits accruing from the settlements

would be as readily obtained were they abolished or, at les~t, made
trading posts with a consul, is sunnc to hn ~un~.,oa ~,~ ~. r..,
that the oil rivers, as the dlstnct is termed in whzch the Benin, Nun,
Ca]abut, and Bonny Rivers are situated, have a trade in palm oil
exceeding that of the settlements, and yet that it is sustained with-
out any aid or interference from Goverrment.
This statement is perfectly correct, except as regards the non.

interference of the Government, the Commodore being compelled at
iimes to exercise MI ihe authmity Which the power of the sqvediea
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gives him to maintain crderin these rivers, which are said tol.e
occasionally ths scene of great irregularities.
It must, however, be borne in mind that the districL in question

inmost prolific in palm-oil trees, and that ready access is obtainable
to it through its numerous rivers; thus favourably situated, Europe.s
had every opportunity of making the natives aware of the value of
the produce that lay around them, and of inducing them to turn their
attention to its collection, whilst the facilities which were afforded to
trade were such ant are not to be found in any other part of
Africa.
Urged by these considerations, the chiefs were soon led to see that

it was more advantageous to employ their slaves in the mtmufaeturs
of palm oil than to sell them; and it is easy to understand how,
under these circumstances, no Oovernmsnt aid should have been
required to create the large trade that now exists, and by its agency
has abolished the former traffic in slav~.
Unfortunately, however, on the whole length of coast on wbi~ our

eastern settlements are situated, there is no river capable of admitting
a ship of any kind (indeed there is but one stream between Sierra
Leone and Benin, a distance of 1,100 miles), and in the northern
colonies of Sierra Leone and Gambia, both of which possess rivers,
there is not the material for such a trade as is found at the oil rirer,~;
their ease must, therefore, he admitted to be an exceptional one, and,
as such, to afford no ground for the objections which have been raised
upon it to the retention of the settlements in their present form.
The idea of reducing the settlements to the condition0f trading

ports, with a consular authority to protect British interests, no doubt
recOmmends itself to noties by ths impression it creates that the
expense, trouble, and incenvenien~ the settlements vow entail would
be thus altogether removed; but we are, fortunately, not without
experience of the consequences to Which such an arrangement
would lead.
For ten years, from 1852 to iS61, the island of Lagos was the

residence of European merchants, who carried on an extensive and
remunerative trade, for the prosecution of which its portion afforded
considerable facil/tiea, and which at the same time preserved it to a
great extent from the aggression of neighbouring tribes. It was
governed by its native king, who was placed on fne throne, after the
expulsion of the usurper, by the efforts of the British squadron, and
was m~ntained in.tb at pqa~tiou by the same power, and lastly it had
me assistance, as British Consuls, of men of ability and local
experience, who exerted themselves in every way to promote its
p.rosperity and advancement. The result has been already detailed ;
after, ten years of misrule, Her Majest~s Government, notwith-
standing its reluctance to extefid the British dependencies on the
African coast, was compelled, in the interests of humanity, to take
Possession of Lagos, end make it a British settlement.
If such were the consequences of this experiment in a lace like

. ~ . . -- . . PLagos, Possessing so many condmons favourable to its success, it
can hardly be doubted what would follow an attempt to apply it to
places like the Oambia and the Gold Coast, surrounded bv powerful
and wa.rl~e natives, who are now only kept in restraint by’the know.
zeage tb.at we possess thepower to enforce submission recur authority.
l~.ut ffthe reduction oftha sett|ements to the condition of trading

posts would he likely to prove so injurious, how much greater would
be the evils ....accruing from their entire abandonment~ It may be
prestmzed that the use which Sierra Leone must always be of as a
coaling station for men-of.war, and the position and influence she
~xerclses over so confiderable a portion of the country, coupled with
er prosperous and peaceful state, would prevent any thought of her
abandonment. The Oambia and Gold Coast have not, however,
these claims to consideration, and whilst of the latter it has been
already shown that the withdrawel of the British authorities would
probably be the Signal for the re-opening of the slave trade, it is
impossible to predict a better fate for the Oambia; the religi0usand
other wars constantly prevailing there between the natives lead to
the capture of large numbers of prisoners, of whom they are always
anxious to dispose to one another, but whom they would bb highly
gratified to be able to sell for export beyond the sees, were the op-
l~)ortuuity which our absence would afford once granted them, an
opportunity which the free navigation of their fins river wauld place
at the disposal of tribes far in the interior.
If, therefore, the slave trade is to be effectuflly and economically

repressed, the settlements must be maintained ; and it now remains
to consider whst improved arrangements should be introduced into
their administration, with the view of securing their greater
efficiency.
On reviewing the history of the ~ttlements, the eene]usion seems

insvitable, that in respe2fto the three smaller, Oambia, Oold Coast,
and Lsgos, whether as regards the state of their finances, their
taxation, legislation, and the general m~nagement of theh.~ffMrs,
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the present eonditiou of each of them may be attributed in great
measure to the want of a regular and well-defln~d system of adminis.
tration. For this, as well as for another evil, the existence of which
is equally apparent, via., the entire absence among the four colonies
of anything like ̄ uniform general policy in their dealings with the
natives; the ~m’~y’ ~t sugg~ iL~elf is the placing the whole under
the control clone eentrsl auth’ority,
The principle on which this arrangement should be carried out is

that which prevails in our smaller West IndiRu Colonies, each of
which is permitted to raise aud appropriate its revenue, to pass its
laws, ~tnd generally to administer its affairs, subject only to the
approval of the Governor-in-Chief.
Sierra Leone, as the most important and centrally situated of the

West African setthmcnts, naturally pre~enta its-elf as the proper seat
of the Central Government, from which would emanate such directions
as were necessary for the general ghidanee of the other ~ttlements;
whilst in cases of greater emergency opportunl!y wom.a t~ a~oraeato their administrators of referring for instructress, whlon woma in
many instances relieve them from the dif~eulty m which they arenow
often placed, of having fo determine on their own unaided respon-
sibility on matters of great moment to the welfare, and even safety, of
their settlements.
The lengih of time that this system ~ government has been iu

successful operation in the West Indies will probably be considered
a sufficient ground for proposing its trial in the settlements; and
it seems only necessary to observe in answer, to th.o objection tha~
may possibly be urged against it--that it has ~een alreaoy ~r!ea an
condemned; that the arrangement under which the Governments
of the Gamble and the {]old Coast were formerly administered under
the jurlediction of Sierra Leone differed from th//t now contemplateu
in ths important i~oint, that the=/e minor colonies were not then
permitted to legislate in the smallest particular for them golves, aua
had not even the liberty of administering justice in their own courts,
thus rendering their dependence upon the central Government an
impediment in place o~ an advantage to them. It may also be
added that the-absence of any certain and speedy communication
between the settlements in those days had, doubtless, some sharo~
in leading the Commitfi~ of 1842 to rebommend tl~e separation of all
the governments. . "
The arrangement now contemplated.wil~.-mpke ~t no .oe~ar. ~.to

provide the colonies with greater facilities for mtereommumcau.on
than they at present possosa; and in ma~.’ng the n~y..Provistoa
for this ~urpose, It will. be rightto ~nmder .whether ~t wm__no~°

also pos~ble so to arrange, that the eetuemenm saving au ex~enm .
sea-board or much internal water co mmunic/~tion may. be...e:ssisted¢:
maintaining that regular and ecrtam mtercoursa w~ta me3r peep ,
which is one of the surest guarantees for the preservation of peace.
Sierra leone, as the head quartem of the general Government,

will require the exclusive services of a small steamer suitable for
visiting the settlements. Having several outlying dependencies,
and much internal water communication, she will also need the
aid of a vessel of light draft of water, capable of running up
the smaller creeks.
The Gambia has only her river for tha navigation of which

safficisnt p/-o/’islon is already made by a steamer supplied by the
ImperiM Government, and supported partly by the colony.
The Gold Coast, though having an extensive sea-board, has no

navigable rirer, and it would not, therefore, be advisable that a
vessel should be appropriatad for the exclut"ive .u~. of the Oovernment.
At Lagos the Admiralty has hitherto supp!ied the service ot two

gttn-boeLa, which have been employed iu the navigation of tho
with vessels outside the entrancehgcon% and in communicating " - " ".

F/’om the g~,al]o~vness of the ~ater of the lagoons it is necessary
that the vessel employed in their navigation should have a very
light draft of water whilst, for going outside, the heavy sea that
prevails cn the bar aecess tates the employment of a larger and
deeper steamer.
Ahhough t~to v~s~e~ are thus required for the u~ of the settle

ment, it wouldbe quite possible to dispense with the services of the
larger, excevt et particular periods; for example, when the arrival of
the mail, r~en-of-war, or store-ships, &e., w~s expected; but during
the~ intervals she might prneeed to the Gold Coast, and afford the
Governor of that setflement an opportunity of visiting some of his
numerous out.stations. As the &stauee between the t~’o colonies is
hut three hundred miles, there ~’ould be plenty of time to allo~ of
he/ Pefform~ffg th~ service ~ frequent intervals, without prejudice
to her ordinary duties at Lagos. " .... [ " "he
It appears from the army estimates for me premnt year mat t

proposed military" expenditure on the four rS~ttlements amounts to
t~?,8971., end t~at this provides for an effective force of two ~gi.
meuts of black troops, or about 1,600 men.

It has been already stated that the condition of affairs the
~old Coast and LagoS is such as to warrant the reduction onf the
force allotted for their occupation one-half, or by half.a re.gimen.t ;
this should effect a corresponding diminution of one-fourth in the
amount of the estimate, but so much of this expenditure is caused by
the largo establishment of staff, which the exigencies of the climate
sppet/~" to render necessary, that it will not effect anything like
this saving.
The force formerly employed on the coast averaged about 1,000

men, and there seems no reason to suppose that it might not be at
once reduced to this amount without exposing the settlements to any
risk; further reductions are, however, needed to bring the charge
for their dcfence within reasonable limits, aud the readiast mode of
affecting this is to be found in the exteusion to the other settlements,
so far as their,circumstances wan-ant, of tha system already succe~.
ful.ly laded at Lagos, the employment of an armed police force of the
na~ves known as houssas, as auxiliaries to, or even substitutes for,
/e~qxI ar soldisrs.
"~u the report on Lagos will be fouuda more particul~,.a¢.¢ou.nt

of the history and charactsristie~ of this trice, who, in auultton to
their other good qualities/had’e, unlike most other natives on the
coast, no objection to go to other couutriss, many of them having
readily enlisted for service in a black regiment in the West Indies.
Protee4ed as the West Ooast Settlements have been hitherto by a

body of regular troops, it would not be expedient to make suddenly
tbe experiment of confiding their security entirely to a local force,
but as a sufficient number of houssas can be orgauised, a reduction
may be effected in the strength of the garrisons, especially of the
minor settlements, and the chief part of the troops concent~ted at
Sierra Leone, where it would be, with the increased fa¢ilitio~ of
communication to be supplied, at once available for movement ou
any point where it might appear to the head of the Gone rnment that
its services could be usefully and judidously employed.
The concentration of the Government, the employment of additional

steamers, and the organisation of answ police force will involve
a considerable addition Of expense, which most of the colonies are
certainly not now in a condition to meet. With improved adminis.
6-ation will, no doubt, come an improved revenue, and ths time may
not be far distant when under suclt circumstances they will be
able to bear the whole cs~s$-of.,tbeir Government; for.the pr .e~nt,
howevar, aid must be continued to be given them, and wuen ~ ~s
noticed (Return, No. 31, Appendix) that of the 89,500/. wbich is the
total cost of tl~eir establishments, they raise 77,000/., leaving but
1’2,500/. to be supplied from Imperial funds, it must be admittedthat
acco/dingto their means they contribute fairly to the expense of their
administration.
If, however, the proposed reduction~ of the military establishments

be carri~ into effect, there will result a very large saving to the
Imperial Government on this head, and it may be presumed that
should inquiry eatsblish the propriety of retaining the settlements,
such assistance will be afforded as maybe necessary to t~lace them in
a position to disehargs efficiently, though economically, the importaut
objects for which they will be maint~ned.--I have, ~.,

(Signed) H. Sv. GEOROE Oat).

Tsz following ships of war have been ordered homo from the
West Coast of Africa : Dart, 5, Commender Richards; Orililn, 5,
Commander 3. L. Perry; 3Iul[et, 5, O. H. Simpson.
T~z BnI~iSrr OAPrlvEs I.~ An£ssi.~’tA.~Wo have received in-

telligence direct from theseunfortunatesup to the 9th April. At
that date they were all well. M;oney and provisions had reached
them from the coast, which seems to imply that they were under
less restraint. It was rumoured that the Abuna had been
released by King Theodorus, and that he would exert his influence
to procure the liberation of our countrymen. The position of
the king is becoming more and more critical. It appears that he
has returned from his secon,1 expedition to Shoa thoroughly
beatet~, nnd has shut himself up within his stronghold at
Magdala. 0ondar is said to be ia the pos~e:.sion of a rebel chief,
and Tigrd has revolted from Theodorus. 8hould ths latter be
obliged to flee, the csptiv~ will probably be liberated at once
unless, indeed, the king should |ako it into his head to sacrifice
them beforehaud. The following statement is cOntained in a
letter from Massowah, written by a missionary ot the propa-
ganda : "~fr.(~eptain) Camereu ~s expected to return ~con to M~-
~wah. Mr. 8tern, &¢., are stiltia chains." The letter w~ ad-
dressed tea correspondent in c~r~t~db.ut we are unable to ~ay
how far the intelligence may be

x
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II: Ol BUILDII TGS,
Of every description, adapted to .~ll climates, made portable, so that inexperienced workmen can easily re-erect them.
TH]~ATRES, CONCERT-ROOMS, HOTELS, BARRACKS, WAREHOUSES, VILLA RESIDENCES,. CKUI~0HE8,
SCHOOLS, SCHOOL-ROOMS, SHOPS, MARKET-PLACES, LABOURERS’ COTTAGES, STABLES, LODGES, as., as.

Ear*MAZES and DRAWSNGS may be had cn application at the Office% 21, MOORGATE-STREET, LONDON.

II: Olx,T izbooFIlx,T 
Is the cheapest, llghtest, ~nd most durable of any description of roofing. Is very portable and inexpensive in carriage.Corrugated
Iron Sheets, Painted or Oalvanised, supplied in any quantitD and packed for exportation.

Ii bOlx,T II:bDEI: S,
BRIDGES, RAILWAY STATIONS, &o., &e., Manufactured by S. C. HEHMING and CO.

Experienced Workmen ~ent to all parts of the World, at a moderate charge.

COTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
PACKED by WALKER’S PATENT ROTATING

PRESS, in HALF the USUA5 TIME. ~ugar Mills for
Splitting the Caue, Palm Nut As~rters, Nut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.

17, COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON.

L EO T.. LLOYD, COMMISSION MERCHANT, MONROVIA,
LIBERIA, receives consignments of Ready-made Clothing,

Crockery, Dry Goods of every description, Oilcloths and Carpet-
ings, Hardware, Bottled Liquors and Ale, Millinery, Fancy
Goods, Boots and Shoes, Umbrellas, Flaunels, Looking-glasses,
&c., &c.
Mr. L. desires to open eorrespendeuce with those gentlemen

desirous of transacting business with him. Address as above,
The best of references given.
Monrovis, Liberia, 1864.

B EADS, HARDWARE, CORALS, &c., on SALE at M. L.
’ . nLevis a Warehouse, Benin Marks, Londo .

List of Goods now ready : Large Yellow Agra Beads, ditto
Black, ditto Green, Seed Beads all Colour% Fancy Agra Beads,
Pipe and Bead Corals, Imitation Corals, Musket FHuts, Cowries,
Geneva in Green Cases, Brandy ditto, Gin ditto, Champagne
ditto, Cordials ditto, Sardines, Candles, Perfumery (Rimmel’s),
Drugs (Lamplough’s), Muskets, Matchetts, Swords, Bowie
Knives, Table ditto, Looking.glasses, Wine ditto, Tumblers,
Clothing.

M. L. LEVI_N, BEVIS MARKS, LONDON, E.C.

WEST C()AST of AFRICA, MADEIRA, and TENERIFFE.--The African Steam-ship Company’s vessels (carrying Her
Majesty’s Mails) leave LIVERPOOL monthly, with goods
and pa~cngers, proceeding direct to MADEIRA, TENERIEFE,
BATHURST, SIERRA LEONE, CAPE PALMAS, CAPE
COAST CASTLE, ACORA, LAGOS, BENIN, NUN, BRASS,
BONNY, FERNANDO PO, CAMEROONS, and OLD
CALABAR.
Norz.--Ooods for SIERRA LEONE will be delivered at consignees’

risk into the Company’s floating dep6t, whence delivery is
to bc taken within seven days after arrival, otherwise they will
be ~anded and put into Customs warehouse at consignees’ risk
~nd expe.nse, under stop for charges. Goods for FERXANI)O I’O
and the Rivers are transhipped at BoN.~£, and forwarded by
branch Steamer at shippers’ risk.

7he fast and powerful Eerew steamship ATHENIAN,
1,048 tons, and 200-horse power, O.F. SNART, Commander,
will leave LIVERPOOL on SATURDAY, JUNE 24, at
ll A.m Passengers embark by steam tender, leaving the
North Landing Stage at 9.30 A.x. punctually. Goods and heavy
baggage must be alongside the ship at the loading berth,
Huskissen l)cck, not later than noon on the 22ud. No goods
or parcels can be shipped without pre-payment of freight.
For further information apply, in Liverpool, to the agents,

Messrs. FLETCHER and PARR, 23, Castle-street; or at the
Company% Offices, 14, Leadenhdl.street, London, E.G.

LAMPLOUGH’S PYRETIC SALINE,
~ferr~ci~j and fa~fde~, ifs con,.ant use is e.~clall9 escalated fo wa~,.

fain ~altF. ar, cl preren[ ~.~mall.pox, Ferer6 and Mca~le¢.

Her Majesty’s representative, the Governor of Sierra Leone, in a letter
~request for an additional supply, states, "It is of great value; it should
in the hands of all Europe.s visiting the tropics."

¯ Is an agreeable efl’erve~ing remedy, of great efficacy in all kin/h of
Fever and Blood d~, es~m’ially those occurring dtui~g hot weather.
Dr. Gibbon, Staff.Surgeon in the Crimean war, states that European
residents in hot countries find that the ~e of this refreshing beverage
prevents exhausting perspiration and its alternative dea~ly fever.

Tins elegance, purity, and nsefi.dn~s of the preparation has been certified
by some of the most eminent ph~ sicians in the Army, Naval, and Hospital
ter~ce of Great BzitMn.

It acts by purifying and lowering the temperature of the blood ; hence
its great importance to all persons seeking to r~ide with safety and comfort
in tropical countries, or subjected to nnvaual heat.
His Excellency the Goternor of the West India Colonies, in a letter cf

request for an ~ditlonal rappty, state% "After a resMence of seventeen
years in the Colonies, I am bound to admit it is the finest and best prel~ra-
tion I have ever met with. I keep it on my sideboard, hoping that others,
seeing it. will be induced to take andprofit as I have done by it. I attribute the
excellent state of my health to its use, and I lose no opportunity of urging
others to take it.".

,,Lieutenant-Colonel. Murray, 1st West India" Regiment, Sierra Leone:
I have enRo~ed uninterrupted health since I have taken yo~ Pyreti¢

Saline."
Dr. Sparks, the Government Medical Inspector, Port of London, bears

cordial testimony to its efl~¢aey in chronic forms of Gastric complaints and
Febrile Dyspepsia
William Stevens. Esq., M,D,, D.C.L., states, in his work on West India

Fevers, that wherever the saline treatment is adopted the fatal yellow
fevers are deprived of their terrors.

Oat of One Thousand cases treated on the Saline plan, "the astonishing
number of Nine Hundred ~md Eighty.nine recovered."

Orders for t~ West C~t of Africa promptly executed ver return of
marl by the sole Manufaelurer, llS, Holborn-hi]l, London, ~.C,. or by M.
L. Levin, Shipping Agent, Boris-marks, he having spe:ial correspondents
at Bathurst, Cape Coast, Ansmabo, AGora, Lsgos. Cameroons, Bonny, and
Old Calabar. Agtnt for Sierra Leone, J. B. Elliot. Esq.; Messrs. Bi&n
and Gardner, Cape Town, who are apl~ointed also for the sale of the

CONCENTRATED ESSENCE OF PERUVIAN BARK,
Su~rior and more agreeable than Quinine, it truly contains all the

elements of the Cinchona B~k, dissolved out by a peculiar process, that
diminates en6rely the active principle, adding mstsfially to its em .c~_’yas a
remedial agent ; being fluid, it does net p~ off or through the system,
Quinine ccc~ionally does, it sits easier on the stomach, and will not
produce either headache or constipation, mixes well with water, wine, or
spirits, being exclusive, very important, rare and valuable properties fully
ap~reclatsdhy all who use i’L--Sole Maker, H. LAMPLOUGH, Chemist,
ll3, HOLBORN-HILL, LONDON, W.C.
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