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Ths Capital of this Company has been fully subscribed.

Up to the present time eompsratively litile has been done to develop the resources of Western Africa. Trade there is
tierely in its infanoy; but the Directors of this Company believe that it may soon be made most valuable to Great Britais.

In 1827, the valus of British and Foreign Goods exported from the United Kingdom to the l :
‘ West Coast of Africawas. -~ . . . . « e . . 2155759 r
In 1840, " " » B 410,798
In 1850, o _ » , " 890,216 !
»  In 1860, "o » » 1,145,434 !
The total actual value of smporfs from Africa into the United Kingdom for the six years, 1856 to 1861 inclusive ¢
(being the lateat Official return), amounted to . « e . . . .. . . = £9,804,356
In 1818, the import of Palm Oil into England from Africa was . . <o« . -1,465 tons, )
In 1828, n ” .+« < . 3328 , ;
In 1831, ‘ " " S e ... 8164
In 1841, " ” .o ... 19853 {
In 1880, 33 39 . . . . . 40,216 » \
This increass in one article, Palm-oil, though large, is trifling when compared with the resources of Western Africa, whils :}
many articles equally or more important and abundant have been totally neglected, or have only very recently received attention. P

The Directors are convinced that, by a judicious encouragement of, and co-operation with, native traders and persons resident
on the Coast, the imports of Palm-oil may be greatly increased, and also that other most valusble products, hitherto disregarded, may
be made a source of wealth both to Africans and to this Company. Cotton, Fibres, Palm-nut Kernels, Pea Nuts, Oil Seed, Coffee,

"Pepper, Ginger, Grain, India Rubber, Gums, Dyes, Beeswax, Ebony, Copper Ore, and other Minerals, are all articles that Africa can ’

supply in large quantities. - : [
The Company is prepared to receive consignments of produce for sale in England, and to purchase and ship goods in return, !

and generally to traneact business on commission against credits or good security. The Company’s large fleet of vessela will offer ',1

great facilities to shippers, and sccure rapid returns. Goods can be delivered at the various small towns on the Coast with the

greatest regularity, and at moderate rates of freight. i
The ample resources of the Company guarantee to African shippers the highest possible price for their comsigu- f’

ments, and that purchases will ‘'be made, for them on the most favourable terms (the large amount of goods .purchased by this ' §|

Corrpany from the leading manufacturers of all articles suitable for the African Trade will enable them to buy such goods on far N

'_m_'{ﬁé ity

-

e %ﬁnfs more advantsgeous terms than could otherwite be looked for), while the business will be conducted on such equitable principles as :
"" al to foster and encourage the development of African resources. . ' ’ . N
RS ~ Business will be transacted both in Iondon and Liverpool. For further particulars, and on business generally, address Jaxms i q
i - Aspivarr Tosrv, Rsq., Managing . Director of the Cémpany of African Merchants Limited (at the Offices of the Company, 3 ‘ 2
jpcrotary. Walmer-buildings, Water-street, Liverpool, 1 TR
§
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TWEST COAST OF AFRICA. |

The Royal mail steamer Calabar arrived at Liwegpool on
Sept. 8, from the Went Coast of Afriee. She brought 37 pae-
gengers, 3,5007. in specie, and a quamtity of gold dust and bar
gilver.

Her dates were: Benin, July 25; Cameroons, Jely 30; Old
Calabar, Aug. 2; Fernando Po, Aug. 3; Brass River and Bonny,
Aug. 5; Lagos,-Aug. 8; Accra, Aug. 10; Cape Coast, Aug. 12;
Palmas, Aug. 14; Sierra Leore, Aug. 20; Bathurst, Aug. 24;
Teneriffe, Aug. 29; Madeira, Sept. 1.

News unimportant, .

Trade and health were good, except at Bathurat, where yellow
fever has proved fatal to seven Europeans, and a bad native fever
prevails among the natives. :

FIBRES.
[Letter No. 8.]
TO THE EDIIOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.

Sir,—1I now propose to lay before your African readers a few
instructions on cultivating those two useful fibres, Sida Rhom-
twidea and Sids Rhombifolia, and preparing them for the Eoglish
market :—

Selsction of Seeds.—In a couniry where these plants are so
abundant in a wild state, be careful to collect the seed in dis-
tricts where it naturally grows in the greatest luxuriance, and
where the fibre is most silky or white, fine and glossy i appear-
ance, and of the greatest strength; be careful to choose the seed
which is brightest in colour aud heaviest in weight.

Choice of Ground.—A good light friable loam is to be preferred,
and that in such a situation that the rain-waler eamnot remain
on it to become stagnant, as thess plants cannot grow in perfec-
tion o a very wet ground. . By a light friable loam I mean a
soil composed of ‘& mixture of clay,’sand, and vegetable mould.

. On a stiff zoil thesé plants become so full of gummy avd resinous
matters as to be much more difficult to be prepared for market,
whilst on a sandy soil they become weak and of insufficient
strength of fibre : but our African friends cannot do better than
to observe on which of their soils these plants grow in the greatest
perfection, and to select such soils to sow it in. ~ This land
should be in good heart and strength.

Preparing the Lana.—In case the land requires manuring, let
this be done before ploughing, digging, or stirring ; use only such
manures &3 will assist” the soil in its lightness, horse-dung is

preferable to cow-dung, and bird’s, sheep’, or pig’s dung will be’

found very useful ; nightsoil, when well fermented and mixzed
with vegetable mould, will ba found to be a valuable manure, as
will also animal urice. " Plough, dig, or stir the soil until it be-
comes thereby; with a good harrowing, as fine'as an ash-bed.
The plough, the spade, or the Spanish vineyard hoe, may be used
for this purpose; ploughing will be chespest, spade-digging
the best. : .
A¥me of Sowing.—In Africa the natives must be guided by
their natural sprouting or germinating seasons. In Asia -they
prefer a fine day, while the ground is moist and at such a time
before the rainy seasons sets in that the young plants may gain
sufficient strength not to be injured by the rainy season, but that
they may grow in greater luxuriance through thesame. Do not
sow too large pieces at once, it is better to sow several small pieces
at intervals of ten or twelve days, that there may be continuous
work for the hands employed. The extent of land to be sown
must be in proportion to the number of the hands that can be got
to pull and rett the plants, a greater quantity would spoil from
the impossibility of pulling and retting them in due time.
Sowing. —This must be done broadeast by the hand, and so
thick that the stems of the plants may be so clése that they can-
not throw out any branches, but must draw each other up in
straight stems.  In India the English acre is variously stated to
take from two to four bushels of seed, according to the nature of
thesoil.  All authorities agree it must be sown very thick. In
India they sow these seeds at different seasons of the year, so as
to get two-and even three crops in the year; and I think the same

number of crops could, in the year, be grown in Western Africa..

Harrowing or Raking in the Seed.—These seeds do mot re-
quire beiog buried deep in the earth, but they must be lightly
covered with the soil. '

Teeding. - It is well to pull cut the weeds when the plants
are about twelve inches high. When the plants get higher and
stronger, being so close together, they thereby choke all weeds, and
clear the ground for the following crop.

Pulling.—As soon as the bloom or flowers are dyiog off, and
the seed-vessels forming, their plants should be pulled, made into
small burdles, and the 1oots and blossoms then cut off.

Retting.—This is the most important operation of all the work,
and coneequently requires the utmost care and attention. The
quality of the water in which this is doneis of great importance;

never use dirty or stagnant water, as such water spoils the colour
of the fibre; never use salt or brackish water, soft water is to

be preferred to hard water; and as West Africa is, like some ;n;;
of Italy, pre-eminently a land of rivers and streams—it ought
therefore, like Italy, to be foremost in the markets of Europa ‘0;
the colour of its fibres. For the reiling process, the rmnnt
stream may be used, or tanks may be dug in the earth, by the
river side, of sufficient depth for the uppermost fibres to be
covered eighteen inches in water, and of such length as is most
convenient to receive one or more lengths of "the plants.  Such
tanks or pools ought to be so arranged that all the used water
may easily bedrawn off, where it is practicable ; it is best to dig
such pools beneath the shade of trees. It is now eaid ia
Europe that elm trees are best, as the leaves which fall therefrom
assist in cleansing the fibre. When a runniog stream is nsed jt
is very convenient to place the bundles in slightly-made wooden
frames called cradles, which, when filled, are sank to the bottom
by the help of heavy pieces of wood or stones, The plants hay-
ing been made into bundles, the tops and roots cut off,
carry them forthwith to the water, stand them upright, so
that the bottoms or thickest parts of their stems be only im.
mersed in the water; on the following day, lay them down so
that they be altogether immersed in the water, lay either stones
or heavy pieces of wood on them to keep them immersed eigh-
teen inches under water ; in about forty-eight hours they must
be closely watched, and es soon aslittle bladders or bubbles are
seen to arise through the water over the plants they must bs
tried to seo if the fibre will separate from the woody part of the
stem; if they don’t separate easily the process must be continued
longer. ‘As soon as they will separate freely the whole must
immediately be removed from the water, as to continue the process
any longer would rot them instead of retting them, and thereby
render the fibres useless and of no value. ) .
Washing and Beating.—As goon as the retted bundles of plants
are taken out of the water, a- man takes a handfal thereof, and,
standing in a stream of watér, beats them up and down in the
water, first one end and then the other, to thoroughly remove all
dirt and filth. He then strikes them with a bamboo, or flat stick,
to remove the green or outer bark from the fibre, breaking and
detaching also thereby the woody stem from the inside.  These
things beiog accomplished, he well rinses the stems, to carry off
any remains of outer bark and woody-boom, and then, tying one
stem in a half koot round the rest to keep the whole regular
and straight, he hangs it up to dry, and thus he continues until
all the retted bundles are washed, beaten, and dried. It is of
the utmost importance to dry them thoroughly befors packing,
as otherwise they would get mildewed, and on the sea passage
they would be liable to heat, and thereby lose all-merchantable
value. . :
Packing.—When thorougblydried, tie in the way above-named
about seven pounds’ weight of fibres into a large bundle, double
the tops downward, about one-third of their length, soas to cause
them to pack square in bundles. The East Indians pack in bales
of two and a-half hundredweights, which they ‘preas tight acd
bind with coarse ropes, in which stato they ere ready for market.
I think it would be better to make the market bales only of one
hundredweight each. .
N.B.—1st. Never cover the stems whilst retting with clods
of earth, as that destroys the colour of the fibre. '
2nd. Never attempt to whiten the fibre by lime-water, as that
burns and destroys the fibre for spinning uses.
3rd. When grown for seed, let the plant stand nntil the seed
is ripe; cutiteo as not to shake off the seed, and beat out the
seed on a sheet or piece of canvas in the field. =~ The stems
may then be retted, as above described, and finished in the same
way ; but the fibre of those plants on which the seed has ma-
tured will be coarser, harsher, and more difficult to bleach,
in a word, only fit for the string-makers’ uses, and therefore
will only bring & low price in the market.—I am, 8ir, yours
truly, A Coxsraxt Rgapze.

LIBERALITY OF THE MERCHANTS OF THE GAMBIA.
NOTICES OF AFFAIRS ON THE RIVER GAMBIA.
Tn the battle of Toobabcoolong, where the left wing of the

4th West India Regiment displayed so great daring and

impetuosity [see African Zimes of Aung. 23], our determined
old Governor showed such dashing bravery a3 to call forth loud
praise from the whole of the inhabitants of the Gambis, and
great respect from the . Mohammedan chieftains around, Colonel
D'Arcy was the first man in the stockede. He was there
surrounded by the fiery looks of these sons of the false prophet,
several of whom at the same moment levelled their guns at his
head. One was shot down dead by a soldier of the attacking
party who was near; another was soon despatched by the
revolver of the Governor, who, by dexterously using it on either
side, and the soldiers clearing the way by a_bayone! chﬂ_rs"i:
quickly led to the taking of the stockade. It was beautifal,
after the battle, to look at the quiet and calm appearance ofoks

Excellency, to whose antique contour of head aud face additi

they were as fast as possible put out with the wet paynes. A.

~ maligoant character to either colour.
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dignity is lent by a venerable patriarchal beard (flowing from 2
Yeasing and benevolent countenance) which swept his breast,
The merchants were determined not to let thia pass unnoticed,
and a subscription Iist was opened to present him with some
mark of respect and appreciation of his services, and one hundred
unds was within a few hours subscribed.

A few days before this they had subscribed, much to their
praise, over one hundred pounds towards assisting the widow of
the 1ate Lieutenant Kelly, 4th West India Regiment, who was
unfortunatoly shot in the same engagement. To Captain Bridge,
a month before, a sword was presented of the valus of 507,
Thus, within- three months the merchants of this place have
-nobly subscribed towards acts of gallantry about 3007
Apropos.—The Marabouts eince the Badaboo war have so
learnt how to deal with rockets as to show that they possess
much more nouse than the anthropologists of St. Martin's-place
allow them. Whilst the men were engaged in defending the
stockade, a few, with the women, were sapplied with wet paynes
{country-made cloth) and buckets of water; as scon as a rocket
is thrown iato the stockade its deadly effect is put a stop to by
the buckets of water, and as fast as the houses were set on fire

RIVER GAMBIA.
T0 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,

) Bathurst, August 24, 1866.
8ir,—There is scarcely anything goiog on as regards trade.
The colony of Bathurset is not healthy at this time of the year,

a3 the rains set in in great force. Remittent fever assumes a

We have to plach on record the deaths, about a fortnight ago,

of many Europeans. At that well-known house of Murrell et
¢’ (French merchants) two of their clerks and an agent died.
The business is almost entirely closed until the arrivals of their
successors from France. Also of the death of Mrs. Alfred Keen,
of the Military Store Department; and lastly, the postmaster of
Bathurst (J. P. Hurst, Rsq.), whose death is very much to be
deplored by his friends and acquaintances in the colony.
" With regard to political 6r Government matters, I am glad to
state for your information and that of your British readers that
the Governor, Colonel D’Arcy, who. was exposed to ridicule
oftentimes in publio. papers, is endeavouring to beat a retreat,
and now conducting the settlements in a most satisfactory end
pleasing way, so that we hope, by the grace of God, he may
yet merit pruise equal to or more than the just censare to which
he before exposed hiwmself.

The merchants have made a subscription to give him a testi-
monial for his services at the stockade attack. You may be sure
if he behaves well you will never hear any complaints of him
from us. e shall only be too glad to have to honour ana
praise him. C.

TO THE RDITOR OF THE AFPRICAN TIMES.

River Gambia, August 283, 1866.
Sir,—Yellow fever is, I grieve to say, making great havoc in
Bathurst, Seven Buropean deaths have been recorded. ' This is
a heavy per-centage of our small white population. = This
calamity, and the prevalence of & bad pative fever among the
population generally, has induced Colonel D’Arcy, Hér Majesty’s
Administrator of this colony, to appoint a sanitary commission,
composed of Mr. Commissariat-General Blane, Dr. Calvert, P.M.
Officer, and Dr. Sherwood, - Among the European victims are
Dr. Hammond, who came here in the Calabar on her outward
voyage (she nmow takes this mail home), anrd poor Mr. John
Hurst, the Postmaster of Bathurst. Mr. Julien Agen, of
Messrs. Maurrell’s house, and two of their French clerks also are

among the dead.—Yours truly, F.

ANAMABOE.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE APRICAN TIMES,
o Cape Coast, July 11, 1866,
Sir,—I cannot conceal from you my apprehension that the
new syslem of Government policy for the Protected Territoriea
will lead to all sorts of confusion and trouble, and prove emi-
nently giszstrous for these countries. - If Government cannot do
anything for us, why are we to pay duties? If no soldiers are
to be moved from the forts for any service, why zhould any
duties be paid, cxcept at Cape Coast, where they are stationed ?
There may be some reason for Cape Coast Town paying duties,
because Colonel Conran, who is a good: fellow for this, has taken
8 great deal of trouble in clearing all the rubbish from the town,
and putting the streets in order; but'in the way things now
lg)zg.we do not think he is good as a governor for anything else
ides this. You have said in your paper that the Ashantee

to say. I write this to you though people say that you will not
put anythiog in your paper against Colonel Conran, but I don’t
believe this, Why, look at Apamaboe Fort. Ail here is left
under one man, Mr, ——, I am sure you will say that it’s no

good government to leave all authority in the hauds of such a
man &s this Mr. ——, who buys and keeps domestic slaves, and
has quite a harem of slave women at his house? Is such a man
as this fit to hold Her Msjesty’s commission as Justice of the
Peace? I say no! And would a good governor let such a man
hold the commission? I say no. And what sort of justice are
we likely to get from such a Justice of the Peace? I say,
none at all..—Your obedient servant, F.

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
' Cape Coast, August 11, 1866.

Bir,—If the Englith Goverament wish to do anything af all
to ndvantage us, they must first learn to treat us as human beings
and not as brutes; and to have a litde respect for our Kings.
I am sorry to say that the recommendations of the Parliamentary
Commltteg of June, 1865, for the Protectorate, have not at all
been carried out in & way to do us any servica — or if they
have, we are up to this time keptin the dark about it. . . Things
are going on worse than ever ; nothing is defined. At the present
time, Guvernment seems to be against our welfare—encouraging
disunion among us. Whether this be on account of our deputies
to the Comuittee of Parliament or not, we cannot tell. In fact
we do not understand them. 1f the present is the way they are
going fo train us for self-governmeat, Cape Coast will be obliged,
for the safety of their lives and property, to ask them to with-
draw. For we are continually threatened, without any cause, by
the Government, that their cannons and rockets are ready in the
Castle to blow us up—and for what reason ? Can civilization
be taught by such threats, and by implements of war? I must
say, again, if things are allowed to go on in this manaer, Cape
Coust will be obliged to say, Pray lears us.  In short, we must
say, “ an open foe may prove a curse, but a pretended friend is
worse;” also, ‘ oppression maketh the wise man mad.” Again,
are we not to help ourselves in bringing round a better order of
things? are we to be always opposed by those whose duty it is
to teach us, buf who will not —~Your obedient servant,
* Poor AraIca.”

ADMINISTRATION OF JOUSTICE AT CAPE COAST.
STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES' COURT.
- 10 TEE EDITOR OF THE APRICAN TIMES,

. Cape Coast, August 11, 1866,
Sir,—There has been a great row in the Stipendiary Magis-
tmtgs’ Court. Mr. Oskes, P.M.0. of the 20d West India
Regiment, summoned Mr. W. C. Fiolason for twelve guineas
for medical visits. Mr. Finlason pleaded that he Wwas only
indebted six guineas. ~Captain Hall, 2nd West India Regiment
also, sat as stipendiary magistrate. He cawe into court arm-in-
arm with his friend Mr. Oakes, the plaintiff, who sat on the
bench with him. Mr. Oakes stated his case, but called mo
witnesses. © The defendant called evidenco to establish that Mr,
Oakes only attended him fire times. The magistrate’s examina.
tion of the witnesses, one in particular, was very severe. The
defendant then addressed the Bench, and, among other things,
said ““he knew how the case must end,” upon which Captain
Hall attacked him very violently, charging him with having
imputed to him something dishonourable. - The defendant apolo-
gieed if ho had said anything disrespectful, sach not being his
intention, and stated that what he meant was that Captain Hall
must necessarily, after the evidence, decide in bis (the defen-
dant’s) favour. The magistrate stopped him, sayiog “he did
not believe a word,” and that, in a previous case, when the
defendant was acling as an adcocate, he uttered a gross falsehood
to the chief justice. The defendant, considering himself insulted,
sat down, . On leaviog the court, a few minutes after, in a great
rage, as might naturally be expected, he asked a native gentle.
man, also an advocate In the courts, whether the latter did nof
consider that he had been grossly insulted, to which the reply
was: f*Yes, he is a blackguard—a mean, low blackguard to
take such an advantage of you,” which met, of course, with
acquiescence. Captain Hall, the magistrate, twas not then in court,
but in the Fort; a bystander, however, carried to him information
of what had been said. Accordingly, on the following Monday,
Judge Hackett, sitting in the Supreme Court, called upon Mr.
Fiulason to explain, which he did, to the effect that whatever he
might have said was ““ouf of couré”—tha{ he had received a
most unwarranted and uoprecedented insult from the Bench—
that he was in a great rage out of court, and might possibly
have made use of such words, for which, however, if he bad so
done, he was sorry, and hoped that Captain Hall would also
make the amends Aonorabls to him. This Captain Hall did not

veace has been made, but there is nothing of the kind, I am sorry

do. Upon which the native advocate before-meationed got up
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 make this generally known. The authorities refused to allow a
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and took the onus upcn himself, saying that the words reported
were his and not Fialason’s, and proceeded to repeaf them two
or three times befure the judge and before Captain Hall, saying,
“Y gaid you were a blackguard on Friday last, and I say so
again, aud that you are a low, mean blackguard.” Upon this
Finlason got up and said those words were not his, and that he
must not be considered as in any way endorsing them, proceed-
ing to etate to Judge Huckett that great dissatisfaction prevailed
among sll classes at the “orderly-room system” which had
lately been adcpted—that it would Dever answwer—ihat during
Judge Huckett’s absence very little of anything entitled to the
name of justice had been bad there. His honour here interposed
by eaying that, even if all this was true, Finlason was not justi-
fied in using such larguage, but cught to have complaiced to him
or to the Governor of Captain Hall's conduct, on which Finlason
ioformed him that some of Colonel Conran’s officers had publicly
said thut the Colonel had #old them ‘“fo do as they liked and he
would back them.” *

After this, Finlason and the other were served with a notice
to show cause within four days why they should not be committed
to prison for contempt of court. ~Judge Hackett, in a lengthy
speech, condemned the conduct of both, and, at the: same time,
addressed the following remarks to Captain Hall: 1 do not
think it right that a magistrate shonld use languagas of that kind

On tbe 11th and 12th the natives of the Accra towns under
Dowoonah— viz., Lsbaddy, Teshie, Tenmab, and Poney, mys.
tering 3,000 more, joined. During this period, they had been
in communication with the doubtful tribes ia the vicioity, most
of whom hed already eaten fetish with Geraldo, to fight for him,
but seeing the large force preparipg sgainst him, had begun to
waver. Lieutenant Herbert, thioking his force sufficient to take
the field, despatched Mr. Irvice and Mr. Clayton to Addah tq
muster 100 large cances, aod convey them from Addah to Me.
tamfee to transport the force across the Volta to attack the
enemy. Through the usualdilatoriness of the natives, it was four
daya before they could report that they were ready to start from
Addab, with only sixty-five canoes. Acocordingly, on Saturday, .
the 17th March, at six $.u., Lieutenant Herbert, with his 6,000
men, marched to Metamfee, which was found to be quite deserted,
the inhabitants having gone across to the enemy, who were
encamped exactly opposite the place (the river is there about 400
yards wide), but one man was captured, who, with another,
had been left to swatch—the other escaped by swimming
across the river, although at least fifly shots were fired at him.
The enemy returned the fire, which was quite harmless, Ge-
raldo himself firing his Minie rifle. This man was recognised
at once, standing in a very prominent position. T
In consequence of the very difficult nature of the ground from

to any one in court; in fact, he ought to abstain from using
language which is unusual among gentlemen,” Finlazon was
informed that he was no longer to be allowed to plead in court;
and two days later a notice is posted up at the court that he is
not to be allowed to do anything——i.e., ‘that no power of
attorney in his favour Svould be recognised”—which would
prevent his acting as ageat for any one in England or elsewhere.
Constables were sent round the town, with a ““gon-gon,” to

copy of- this notice to be taken, or I would have sent it yon, and
it was after a ghort time removed. ‘

An appeal will of course be made to the Governor-Genersl at
Sierra Leone, who has already cancelled some of the absurd
arrangements lately made here, and such confidence is felt in his
impartiality that it is considered certain he will annul all this,

Nothing pew about the Ashantee peace business, or the
troudles in the Eastern Districts.—Yours truly;

THE WAR IN THE VOLTA DISTRICTS.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.

Christiansborg, June 10, 1866.

Sir,—In February, the Governor {Colonel Conran) determined
to assiet in the expedition against Greraldo and his band of rob-
bers. After haviog issued out 1,200 old muskets, and some fifty
kegs of damaged ball cartridge to Kings Cudjoe, of James Town,
and Dowoonah, of Christisnsborg, he gave them three-daya to
atart and take the field, under pain of taking away the arms,
&o., should they not leave within that time.. This hurrying the
people on so fast was the first error, and a very great one, in the
late affair.. The consequence was, that on the morning of Sunday,
February 18, when Licutenant Herbert, the Civil Commandant,

Kanar to Metamfee, it was 3 .. before the rockets -and field

piece came up, under the charge of Mr. Smith; on his arrival,

Lientenant Herbert directed him to throw a shell and a rocket
into Geraldo’s camp. The first rocket destroyed half their camp,

a very extensive one. The ememy must have suffered great
demage this first day, without loss to us, On the 18th, at 11
a.M., Mr. Irvioe arrived with 800 Addahs, in sixty-fiveecanoes,
escorted by a guard of fifty men of the Srd ‘West India Regi-
ment; under Captain Humphrey and  Lieutenent Stewart, with
Dr. Davies, S. A. S. (a native), in medical charge, a rocket, and
one howitzer. On Ceptain Humphbrey’s arrival, he, as senior to
Lieutenant Herbert, sssumed the chief command, and direoted
Mr. Smith and Lieutenant Stewart, with their guns and rookets,
to shell and destroy the remaining portion of the enemy’s camp.
This was very speedily effected. Csptain Humphrey, observing
that Geraldo had several large English canoes and boats hauled

across the river and take possession of them. Tbese fifty men,
furnished by Messrs. Hesse, Briand, Addo, and Bannerman,
joined by 150 Addahs, crossed over in sixteen canoes, and though
opposed by some 300 of Geraldo’s men, posted on en eminence,
made good their landing, drove the énmemy from their position,
killing large numbers ; buf, instead of carrying out their orders,
and bringing away the canoes and boats, they pursued the flying
enemy inland until the latter were largely reinforced, and drove
them back. .

They succeeded, however, in bringiog off with them six
large cances, but at the very moment of pushing off, another canory
which contained the head chief of Addah, was upset, and the
enemy being secreted in thick bushes within ten yards, picked
off this chief and four of his principal captains, and some dozen
inferior men; these were killed outright, and some thirty-six

Commander-in-Chief of the expedition, started from James Town | more were wounded. (Through the skill of Dr. Davies,* erery

with XKing Cudjoe, there was not a zoud thal sccompanied them
but Mr. John Smith, of James Town, who had charge of the rockets
and the guns; snd Mr. E. Bannermen, who had voluntered as
Adjutant-General and Private Secretary to the Commander-in-
Chief, and the four men who cairied Cudjoe’s basket of state.
At 5 par. on that day this party reached Pram Pram, twenty-
eight wiles from Accra. On the 19th, at 6 ».x., these were
joined at Pram Pram by Mr, Irvine and 3Mr, Clayton (tke only
English merchants who had engaged personally in the war,
besides furnishing large supplies of wmoney and material), and
two other of the Bannermans, with about 200 men, whom these
four had equipped a8 volunteers, and tolerably well disciplined.
The time fixed for stopping at Pram Pram was two days,
thought to be sufficient for enabling the whole of King Cudjoe’s
men Lo join; but it was nine days before the expedition could
proceed, and then with only 400 men, to-Ningo, the next town
on the route to Addah, only eight miles from Pram Pram.
There it weasted three days for the James Town people. But
King Dowoonah's force had taken the inland route; and the
expedition, which up to that time had marched along the sea-
shore, intending to go by the beach fo Addsb, at the mouth of
the Volts, joned him on the 1st March, at Kanar, which was the
place of general rendezvous. There the whole force remained for
seventeen days, doing nothing. XKanar is about four hours’ foot
journey from Addeb, and two hours from Metamfes on the Volta,
opposite to which town, on the Awoonlah side, Geraldo had en-
camped. The whole force at Kanar, on 1st March, only mustered
800 men; by the 8th the James Town and Christiansborg
peopls had joiged their chief, besides the natives of Pram Pram,

wounded man hassince recovered). This affair had a bad effect on
the whole campaiga, as from that day the Addabshad no leaders.
On the 20th the remainder of the force reached the camp. Quow
Daddy, King of Aquapim, a very brave man, but most blood-
thirsty and cruel, arrived with 4,000 men; his men were by far
the best in the field, being most amenable and obedient to the
authority of their King. King Tackes, the King of the whole
Eastern Distriots, but residing in Duzcr {!) Accrs, also arrived on
the sams day, with about 4,000 meun, bringing up the force to
over 16,000, Vith this large force, Captain Humphrey decided
to cross at once, and sent o body of Addahs over at daylight on
the 21st to establish themselves on-a hill to the left of the
enemy’s position, so as te withdraw their attention, whilst the
main body crossed in their front. The Addahs gained their
position without being opposed, and immediately sent one catioe
back, with the information that the enemy bad entirely vanished.
Order was then at an end. Captain Humphrey then wished
to start in purspit of the enemy at once, with the view
effecting the capture of Geraldo, who it was reported had béen
severely wonpded by the bursting of ashell. But the people,
who looked more upon King Tackee a3 the Commander-in-Chief
than upon Captain H., grumbled and growled, and hesitated.
Captain H. then gave orders for 2,000 men to occupy the position
recently vacated by the enemy; this order the chiefs, all with
the exception of Dowoontsh of Christiansborg, refused to obey.
Dowoonab, who is a very sensible old man, educated in Copen:
bagen some forty years ago by the Danish Government, order

® Staff Assistant Surgeon—a coloured gentleman, who, with Dr. Hortoo,

another of King Cudjog’s towna, whioh gave 3,000 armed men,

did good seevice in the Ashantee expedition,—ED, A.T.

up on the opposite bark, called for fifty volunteers to proceed -

SepreMBER 22, 1866.]

THE AFRICAN TIMES, 29

——

N N " N . A =
his men across the river, intending to go himself, with his fent, | protectorate, on this side the Yolta. The Metamfees are naturally

&oc., next day, eaying that he, as a Britich subject, would not re-
cognise the authority of & king living under the Dutch flag and
whe had brought Datch flags to the campaign. This created
much ill-feeling in camp; and, as nearly the whole of the other
towns sided with Tackes the Dutchman, they compelled Dowoo-
nah to recal his men from the other side, Caplain Humphrey,
sesing this done in open dafiancs of Ris esthorily, at oncs left for
Addak with Ris defachment, leaving tRhe expedition in charge of
Lieutenant Herdert, Lieutenant Herbert called a general meeting
of all the chiefs, and told them plainly that if tbey refused to

| allies of the Adduhs, and therefore of Accra also. They too -
mupition from the Addahs for the purpose of aiding thgm tokﬁ:!gt
against Geraldo, They also received some from Geraldo with
which they actually fought agaisst the Addahs, &. Had

joined tbe Addahs, or even remained neutral, Geraldo eould have
given no troudle to the country, When the allied forces arrived
in Kanar camp they came and offered to join. The night
before the force left Kanar for Metamfee, they decamped and
gave QGeraldo fall information of all movements. Had the
peopls captured & bond-fids Awoonlah man they woxld nsver Aave

obey his orders, and chose to look to the Kiog of Dutoh Accra| arecuted Aim. They would either keep hi i
as their chief, he alzo would leave them, and tuke away the guus [ family razsom hiu{ Yo the heat 'z%pba:;?eut:e;lgz;etirxlgg hdx;

and rockets, and that the Europeans and nativo gentlemen would
accompany bim. - They then promised willing obedience from
that duy. But as he bad not oue regular soldier with him, he had
no power to enforcs obedience.

On the'22nd Mr. Irsine left Metamfee for Accra and (Cape

Coast, deputed to apply to the Governor for a further supply of
ammuunition, and in case of refusal to purchase some.  Alr.
Clayton, being eick, left with him, both on horseback.

Motamfee is eighty miles from Accra, through a most mag-
nificent country, but nothing to eat on the road uantil you reach
Pram Pram, :

On the 23rd, 24th, and 25th the whole force crossed over
and encamped at a place called 4dodomay, exactly opposite Me-
tamfee. During the period from the 20th to the 25th, some
twenty-stragglers belonging to Metamfee, who had joined Geraldo,
but had deserted him, were eaught, A% these, the chiefs, nomi-
oy under Lieutenant Herbert, executed in cold blood, as soon
a8 they found that they had fought on the opposite side on the
‘previous Sunday. Their heads were cut off, and the skulls, having
been cleaned, were fixed to the drums as trophies!!! Three men
that were caught on the day of the enemy’s retreat were reséued
by Mr. Edmund Bannerman, ss Lieutenent Herbert had issued
orders that no one should be Xilled without being first brought
to him; as he was conducting them to-that part of the camp
where he was quartered, some of the crowd following {about 5,000
men), recognised them as three of the principal of Geraldo’s sap-
porters, two of them being blacksmithe, who had been engaged
for six months castiog Minié bullets for him, the third a fetish
man, who nsed to make fsfish for him! for he believedin it.. In
less than fifteen seconds their heads were off, all Mr B.’s efforts
to save them being unavailiog; and he had himself a narrow
escape, 88 the people in their eagerness to kill them were not
partioular as fo the direction in which they struck.

The scenea in camp at this time were truly awful. The cutting

kill prisoners, but not always.

By the evgning of the 25th, some 16,000 men were all on the
Awoonlah baok of thé river Yolta. By the st April the force
was weeded of some thousand or so cowards, who did not relish
going into the heart of the enemy’s country, aad disappeared.
Oa the 3cd April the force marched from Adodomay to attack
the enemy, supposed to have encamped about a day’s march from
that place. On the 4th it reached the river Tojay, a branch of
tko Volta, and having crossed it, encamped in an immense grove
of palm trees. The camp here was for once formed in
order, especially that of the Aquapims. It took four hours to
visit the whole camp, hurriedly even, The force halted there
till the 12th, twhen it advanced with the intention of going direct
to the sea coast town of Awoonlah, the capital of Awoonlah, and
residence of the King and head fetish. It was supposed to be
&ix houre’ journey. After marching about two hours very slo-
venly, with rocket tubes and field-piece in front, the Awoonlahs,
eight thousand strong, suddenly pounced upon the expedition in
a place most favourable to them, a very narrow defile, surrounded
by thick bush. The enemy had possession of -the bush in front,
and on each flank; their first five threw the leading men (most
of whom were carriers of luggage) into great confusion, and thess
falling back, got mixed up with the women carryiog loads; if
was a regular surprise. The Commandant, with most of the
native gentlemen, were actually sitting down in front close to
the gun when the first musket was fired by the enemy. Un-
fortunately the carriers of the ammunition for the rocket tube and
howitzer were nowhers to be found. . The enemy advancing
rapidly, there was no help for it but to abandon gun, rocket, lug-
gage, and everything; a complete panic ensued ; not a shot could
be fired without hitting our own people. - Our men were being
shot down, cut down, and caught alive without resistance.
Here we were, 15,000 men, who boasted of having conguered
4be Ashantees, well ermed, snd no doubt brave, flying before at

off of heads, and the mutilation of bodies, and-leaving them to be

most 8,000 Awoonlahs, whoss only bullets were small stones!!!

disposed of by tarkey buzzards and patakoos (hyenas), dreadful
as all this was, were by no means the mos? painfal sights.

One day our people heard that the wives and childrea of the
Metamfees, those who hed sided with Geraldo, and fought against
them, were hiding in the bush close to Metamfeo near their camp.
Seme 800 of them at ones proceeded to the spot and captured
the whole, consisting of about 500 women aad children, of from
twelve years dowa to infunts, These, however, turaed out to be,
not Helamfses, but belonging to neatral tribes, who, in fear, had
hidden their families in this way. The Commardant, on this
beiog reported to him by King Dowoonah, directed Mr. Hesse
and Mr, E. Bannerman to go to every chief and demand the
restoration of all these poor creatures thus taken by their people
In this manner abont 450 were recovered. ‘The scene that took
place when these 450 wera &ll collected in front of the Comman.
dant’s quarters was truly painful. Mothers who had been
seperated from their suckling infants, and children who had lost
their parents, thus meeting again, and still uncertain of their
altimate fate (for the men taken with them had been decapitated
in their presence), and embracing and clinging to each other, the
whole weeping and wailing in a maoner that might dissolve
stones, but could not, and did not have the slightest effect on the
persons who had originally panyarred them, and were eagerly
Watching for any want of vigilance to retake them. It was in
trath a most paiuful sight. There were many of thess women
and children carried off by the Addehsand Accras before we could
interfere. I should think that upwards of 100 to disappesr.d;
and some who ought to have been above such dealinga partici-
Pated in the horrid plunder. Thoss that were released were
restoted to their homes. With regard to the execution of
prisoncrs in cold blood, the act itself perhaps was not 80 much to
bo blamed as the horrible and cruel mode in which it is carried
out. Aot of those that were decapitated were deserving of death
Properly inflicted. For instance, all the Metamfees who were
caught with arms in hands should have been hung at once, and
would jn most instances have been so hung, had they been
brought before the proper authority; but they were generally de-
Capitated as soon as they were recognised as Metamfees. They

It was disgraceful. All efforts to.check the flight were in vain.
A few, especially the Dutch Accras, made a stand, and suffered
most severely in consequence, but if checked the enemy. At
length Quow Daddy, the King of Agquapim, who had, with his
4,000 brave men, taken a different line of march, got to the rear
of the Awoonlahs and placed them in their own trap. They then
began to turn, and finally threw away their arms and fled, being
pursued by the Aquapims and a few Accras. - These slaughtered
them like sheep. - Notwithstanding all this turn of the tide, at
least 5,000 of our men continued their flight. The whole affair
lasted only thres or four hours; during this period the gun was
captured and re-captured & dozen times.  When the Awoonlshs -
first seized it, one of them jumped up on the top of it and began
to dance; he was at once shot down. Another took his place;
he was chot, and so on, until ten had been so killed.  Thea they
fought hand to hand for the gun until they were finally driven
away. We lost about 65 killed and 320 wounded, and as we
had now no Dr. Davies, at least 150 of these subsequently died.
The enemy was pursued almost as far as Jellee Coffee and Awoon-
lah. Nothing had now to be done but to follow them up with the
whole force, and fiuish the war at one blow. Bat the morning’s
panic had totally disorganised and djspirited the whole forcs.
They declined to obey the orders of Lieutenant Herbert, either
to advavce or halt. They preferred retreat. The chiefs also
were not unanimous, King Quow Daddy was 8o annoyed at this
conduct on the part of his allies that he at once struck his cam:
and marched his brave army direet home, lesding himself on foot,
a fine, tall, handsome man. The rest of the army, having con-
fidence in no one else than Quow Daddy and his people, at once
followed. This was on the morning of Friday, the 13th, The
same evening we reached the Volta, and crossed it next day, We
then proceeded to Addah with our rockets and guos; the majority
of the army had left their cbiefs and gone home. The chiefs
went with us to Addah. Lieutenant Herbert, finding this was
the state of affairs, and being sick, left for Accra, placiog the
command of such an army a3 was left in the hands of Mr. Hesse,
who, with the other gentlem_en that were lelt with him, arrived
five days after in Accrs, leaving the three kings of Accra (James

T2y have deserved death for this resson. Metamfes is in the

Town, Dutch, and Christiansborg), who, with their principal
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captains, are still at Addah, where they are determined, they say,

to remain till Geraldo is captured. .
o'l‘hus ended the first campaign sagainst Geraldo and the

Awoonlghs! !} .

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS.

Tae Arricax Tises being now at the sole risk and
charge of one individual, it becomes indispensable so to
jncrease its revenuss as to insure their being adequate to
meet the outlay which the publication, office management,
&c., of the journal involve. Among the means for
this there are two which ought to be made imumediately
available. One is, that our Subscribers should without
delay pay up all arrears, and, as at the commencement,
one year’s subscription in advance. The other 1s, that
they should encourage the paper as much as possible by
paid advertisements. The Arricax Trugs has mow ob-
tained such an established position and ecirculation down
the West Coast of Africa and among the real friends of

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

The exhibition of produce and manufactures held last year at
Sierra Leone has already borne fruit. A eimilar exhibition i,
now announced to be held at the French colony of Benegal, frop
which the choicest articles will be sen( to the Puris Exhip;.
tion of 1867, i

We regret to learn that Mr. R. B. Walker, who started a fop
months since from the River Gaboon to explore the interior, hag
met with misfortunes and difficulties, prineipally throngh robbery
and desertion by his native carriers, that will prevent his doing
much in the way of discovery on this occasion.

The Weat Africa Company’s steam-vessel Thomas Bazley hgs
left Lagos for another voyage up the Niger. Her Majesty’s
ship Investigator has also been ordered to make another aswcent
of that river. ’

There have been soven deaths of Europeans at Bathurst from
yellow fever. There seems to have been no improvement in the
mode of treating this disease in Africa.

The English mercantile agents at Lagos, we are glad to hear,
now attend Divine service on Sunday, having been moved to this
by & serious remonstrance on the part of Her Majesty’s Adminis-

ﬁ:f'nnﬁitlljl;lgl Enzgv:';nf(; Jg}l]lagriztsdgolt‘;::nﬁliﬁl:gs,eg&?nﬁilég ;fator of that colony. This is indeed 8 move in the right direc-
ion. .

and Destas that occur among the educated Africans.
Such as are the T¥mes and the Morning Post for similar FIBRES.
subjects in Eng]and: India, thebColomesf &céilsucla ougghs TeERE is a great mine of productive and commercial wealth
the. Arricax Tives now to become for the educate in Western Africs, hitherto -almost entirely uaexplored. Her
African people everywhere. . fibres for spinning and other purposes, 2o abundant and of such
In order to facilitate the adoption of these two means good quality, constitute this mine, which we are constantly
for assisting commercially the Arricax Trues, we beg t0 | cndeavouring to find the means for working. All our African
suggest that the following gentlemen will receive and |native friends, and all who know Africa, will be able partly to
forward to us the overdue and advance subscriptions for | comprehend the dificulties that beset us at every step in this
the journal, as well as advertisements to be inserted, and | matter. We feel certain of ultimate success—certain that we

the amount due for them, which must at all times accom- [ shall finally open to native exertion and to commercial enterprise
pany the advertisement :— this rich mine, which, unlike mineral ones, W}H, when once
opened, prove inexhauvstible, because of the rapid reproductive

Bathurst, agencies at work in' tropical climes. Baf the impediments and

Mr. Harry Finden.

g{:ginllgoiemfmd S %:sislg:{]cry ' . delays that we encounter are legion. The native system of
Liberiz . . . . . . . The Agentsof the Companyof | extraction of such fibres as they are accustomed to use for their
African Merchants. own purposes is so tedious and inefficient, that commereial quan-

Cape Coast Castle. Hou. — Grant. . ] tities of fibre cannot be thus obtained; and no machines havs yet
Acera. . . . . Mr. J. Briandt or Mr. Hesze. been invented that will be cheap, effective, and easily transported,
AI\‘uamaboe . + « « . AMr R. Ghurty. . The latter quality is as essenti;{l1 as tll::s fgrmer in Africa, where
8g03. . ... e . s i there ere no roads, and ell produce or the most part to be
Abeokuta . . . . } Mr. W. P. Richerds. borne to the Coast on humgn heads and shoulders. %E;Jese re-

The charge of insertion for Births, Marriages, and | marks apply more especially to leaf fibres. We have therefore
Deaths will be 3s. each, not to exceed five lines or forty | directed our chief attention for some time past ¢ stalk and bark
words; exceeding five lines or forty words, an extra 6d. | fibres; and inquiry and examination have demonstirated to us
for every eight words or fraction of eight words in addition. | that there is scarcely any, if any, fibre of which India can boast

: ‘ : : : that does not exist in abundance, and in equal if not superior
a di'i’{;g h;;;:)glja lsléﬁeo:czorve will from time to time })e quality, in Western Africa. But the commercial valae of these
s .

fibrous plants has not been hitherto recognized there. They are
For the Editor of the Arrican Trues, reproduced in constant succession over wide tracts of country, but
WirLiax Epwarps, Financial Agent,

go to waste, partly through ignorance of their merits and value,
4, Coleman’s-buildings, Moorgate-street, London, E.C.

and partly through the absence of any good system of preparing
The African Times.

the fibres for exportation. - We are now endeavouring to make
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1866.

the African fTimes the means of dispelling this poverty-
perpetuating ignorance. In- our last we gave an engraved
representation of one of the valuable fibre-producing plants, which
f¢ Fnow grows luzuriantly and abundantly in many parts of
AVestern Africa, near the sea-coast and rivers, In our present
number we give a detz:]iied account n;_f the best mode &f culltivatiug&
' % | cropping, rettiog, and preparing for exportation the plant an

AFRICAN DON,’I,AOTI,O. ig‘Ri&&Q? %IIJ&];%CSIE.,I PTIONS PAi}?;'J ﬁbrgp abovg mentioned, We beseech the particular attention of
! . . ;375451 | qur educated native African friends, and of commercial agents on

Most thankfully acknowledged by the Editor. 31! |4ye Const, to the plate and letter now alluded to, and to those
DONATIOXS. £Z13 } | which we hope to give in successive numbeis of this jourpal.

—_— o

Mr. Harry Finden, Bathurst .~ . £0:3940 | We have every reason to believe that the jute, hemp, and grass
Ar. J. D. Richards, Bathurst. . 0% X % of Indis, China, and Japan, can be equalled if mot surpassed in
Mr, C. J. G. Grant, Bathurst. . . Q?ol .| Western Africa; and it is time that the development of these

” | extensive and. valuable resources of the country should commence,

Friends at Cape Coast (names not yet received) per

Thomas Hughes, Esq. . . . . .
SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Ar. D. W. Thorpe, Freetown, Sierra Leone

William Lewis, jun., Sierra Leone. B . .

W. P. Richards, Esq, Lagos, on account of Sub-
scriptions and Donations, particulars to be here-
after announced . . . . . . .

fe”

% 1 The present meagre list of valuable exportable produce ia Africa
{ ! must be extended, if that wealth is to be crested there without
i| which the spread of civilization seems to be impossible. Oar
1 efforts are directed to the showing that there are in Western
{1 Africa such a variety and abundance of valuable products, as will
1 {justify the application of reasonable sums of money judiciously
} | expended, for opening and msintaining improved routes of com-
- | muni¢ation between the Coast and the neighbouring interier.
? Highways of commerce and of Christian civilization musf be pre-

e G

3 {J_rt}le’ pared in Africa, if we are ever to behold among herhitherto
donations :— “>ai 1} degrnded populstions those changes which we so ardently desire
Amount already published 8 12; and 'so confidently hope for. The Gospel of Peace and eterasl
Mrs. Kennedy . . . . . . 5,79 4§ life must be preached there; and God seems to open by commerce
Mr. G. Chattell . . . . . i Y (| doots of access for the bearers of glad- tidings from Bethlebem

8“d!lo“1‘7“¥- There is scarcely one of our edacated native friends

M. W. Reeves, Feq., Tiverton, Devon .
who; bas not been educated in a mission-school. We are sure that

Mre. Williams, Gloster Villa, Watford .
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they must and dodesire that the knowledge of God should be spread
abroad among their countrymen; and we would eariestly urge
them to activity and zeal, not only for their own personsal inte-
rests and aggrandisement, but also as 8 means of forwarding the
great work of Christian enlightenment.

YELLOW FEVER.

Ir is with deep sorrow we have recorded the death by yellow
fever of-seven Europeans at Bathurst, River Gambia. Seven
deaths, in the course we believe of three or four days, out of a
European population of at most some thirty or forty! There is
this fever peculierity on the West Coast of Africa, that when-
ever the common fevers are very virulent among the natives,
yellow fever attacks Buropeans. "And this typs of disease seems
unhappily to have lost none of its fatal power in that part of
the world. The ZVmes has lately indulged in a furious sanitary
leader against the West Coast, and inserted numerous letters
dpropos of the mortality by yellow fever on bosrd Her Majesty’s
ship Bristol.* A great amount of nonsense has in this case been
mixed up with the unhappy truth of nearly thirty deaths in the
courss of a few months among the officers and c¢rew of that ill-
fated vessel. If the loud denouncers of service on the African
Coast, because of these deaths, had consulted the statistics of the
Navy for some years past, they would have found .that the
mortality has-been by no means the greatest on the West Coast
of Africa—that there are other naval stations on which the
death-'rate is higher. We do nof, however, hear it proposed
tkat those stations should therefore be given up; it is only
as. regards the West Coast of Africa that such abandon-
ment of national duty is urged. It is unhappily fashion.
able at the present{ time to attack Africa and the Africans.
A leading drticle of the Daily Telegraph, on occasion of the
bestowal of a knighthood on Sir Edward Baker, lately returned
from the sources of the Nile, might be adduced as additional
evidence of this fact. We do not deny the stated disgusting
and horrible barbarism and cruel superstition of the mass
of the native Africans, whether on the coast or in the interior ;

. we do not deny that there are diseases prevalent there which

make the countries so dangerous to Europeans as to exact from
them, if they have any regard for their lives, extreme care and
prudencs, and recourse to the best means of prevention and cure.
But we do say that the deeper, the more intense, the more dis-
gusting aod horrifying the barbarism and superstition may be,
the greater the duty of Christian England to endeavour by the
diffusion of Christian truth to mitigate those horrors; and we
do also affirm, that the African diseases, including the occasional
yellow fover, have no{ uecessarily that fatal character which is
attributed to them. The mortality on board the Bristol, if not
owing (as in some previously notorious cases) to an abominable
source of infection in the ship itself, must have had some recog-
nisable cause or causes. A rigid inquiry seems to us to be
necessary, not only as to the original outbreak of the fever among
the crew, but as to the means of prevention and cure adopted.
If we are not misinformed, it would be found that the mortality
has been chiefly among men who were most injudiciously and
improperly exposed to excessive labour under a tropical sun,
immediately after their arrival from England, and while yellow
fever was known to be about. No such case of mortality as this
of the crew of the Bristol cught to remsin uninquired ioto.
It is easy to cover fatal and most' condemnable errors by a de-
nunciation of elimate. We should like, alas! to koow what was
the course of medical treatment adopted on board the Bristol,
and what among those who have died at Bathurst? Yellow
fever, like cholera, is one of those maligoant forms of disease
that do not admit of being trifled with. The old syste:n of treat-
ment of yellow fever was one under which to be attacked was
almost to have the death-warrant signed for the ushappy sufferer ;
and a persistence at the present day in euch system gives neces-
sarily pretty similar results. But if under that system so few
recoveries take place, why are there not imperative orders from
the Admiralty and the Colonial Offices, that iu all outbreaks of
yellow fever, the salins {reatment, recommended by Dr. Stevens,
under which almost all yellow fever patients are said to have re-
covered in the West Indies—why, we say, are there not imperative
orders that his system should Ve tried? These are not the days in
which the lives of our offic rs and sailors and Government
employés ought to be allowed to be trifled with. Every dis-
covery of modern science ouglit to be at their command for their
use and service, or science may, so far as they are concerned, shut
up shop at once. We insist upon this point. What has been
put forward by Dr. Stevens and his followersis true, or it is a lie,

* When going to press our attention bas been called to another letter
on the subject from an officer of the 4th West India Regiment, who signs,
:'Onewho has Escaped the * Jaws of Death.”” This letter, which we now
1nsert, will be foun in}age 34, and we ehall refer especially to it in our
next number.—Ep. 4.7,

-

We belicve it to be the former; and so believing, we reg ud with
horror, as well as with sorrow, the recorded mortalities in the
Bristol and at the Gambia. As regards the ship, we have also
another word to eay. There are very few oceasions on which
the actual presence of a particular ship of war, whether flag or
other, on a station, is so absolutely necessary that she cannot for
a short time remove from it, without any injury to the public
service thet could or ought to be put in competition with the
lives of officers and men. 'We do say, then, that there ought to
be a general order in the Navy, that whenever yellow fever, or
any other very fatal disease incidental to a particular climate,
breaks out on board & ship, the captain ghould not only be
deemed justified in proceeding immediately to other lati-
tudes, but should be bound to do so. The Bristol was
sent out to relieve the Rattlesnake, a flag-ship on the African
station. The yellow fever appeared on board the Rattlesnake
before the Bristol arrived.out to relieve her; and Commodore
VWilmot, to his great praise and honocur, determined therefore
at once, in the interests of his officers and crew, and of the public
service, not to wait for his relief, but to steam off for England.
He did 8o, and the fatal discase disappeared. But the red-tape
system has bezen adbered to in the case of the Bristo]. Disease
having, as we have been informed, been generated by impru-
dent and - improper freatment and exposure of the men, the
Bristol could rot be moved farther north than Ascension! The
Bristol must be kept at Ascension, and the officers and crew be
killed under routine! Ve may well say, God help the crew of
a ship of war when her commander has not enough courage and
decision to do what is necessary for saviog the human lives for
which he is morally responsible, by acting without orders, or
even in disobedience to the stereotyped orders of the service!
There may be exceptional ecircumstances in which it might be
incumbent on & commander to keep his vessel at a certain point,
however deplorable the mortality, and in such cases we know
that British officers would do their duty; but under any other
than such exceptional circumstances we feel that they ought not
to keep their vessel in a position where climate does not assist
the medical officers in battling with the diseasa on board.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES ON
) -+ THE JAMAICA QUESTION.

TaE speech of Lord Carnarvon ia the House of Lords on the 2nd
of Augnst, which, as promised, we have now given in ezfenso,
deserves conzideration on the part of our African friends, and will
make them better acquainted with his lordship’s official sentiments.
than could have been expected within so short a time after his
accession to office. It is mnot our intention to re-enter upon this
Jamaica question, beyond theinsertion of the Earl of Carnarvon’s
speech and the debate in the Jamaica Committee, which we have
at last forcibly made room for; but we cannot refrain .from some
few observations on one or two important points, respectiog
which the dicta of the Colonial Secretary is full and explicit;
aud o - another, in which the absence of a similar character is
much to be deplored. We beg particularly to refer our readers
to the sentence we have had placed in italics @ *“ If any ealonist
suffers from tnjustice, whatever may be his class, his condilion, or
kg colour, hs has a right to redress at ths hands of the Colonial
Minister in thir counfry.” 'I'his is what we bave always con-
tended for, and endeavoured to emforce; and when we were
contendiog, month after month, previons to the decisions of the
late Parliamentary Committee, on the advisability and becessity
of raising tho whole of the Protected Territories on the Gold and
Cape Coasts to the rank of a British Colony, we had constantly
in our mind this great truth which has now beeh so clearly
eounciated in the House of Lords by a Colonial Secretary of
State. This, too, was our title and justification in exposing the
abuees that were said to prevail, and to work injustice aad injary
to the colonists on the Gambia. And so strongly do we feel the
importance of this dectaration by the Secretary of Stato for the
Colonies, that we have slmost decided on its constant insertion
on the title page of this paper, as a most important article in the
Magna Charla of colonial rights, liberties, and claims.  If, as
we conscientionsly believe, these are something more than mere
words on the part of the present Colonial Secretary, we hope he
will long remain at the head of the Colonial Office, to give effcet
to the grest principlo they express. Then, sgain, Lord Car-
narvon has put on record opinions respecting the proclamation
and enforcement of martial law in a colony, which comes pretty
nearly up to those which we ourselves expressed months ago. It is
very gratifying to us to have those opinions of ours thus endorsed
by Her Majesty's Government; and wo do mot think that in
fatare any Governor of a British Colony, will lighily employ
the drutum fulmen of & threat to proclaim martisl law in the

countries under his command.

But i proportion as we are gralified, and feel bound in jgstico
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¢o record our tribute of praise to Her Majesty’s Secretary of
Sta‘e for the Colonies for what he has so well expressed, ia the
same proportion are we disappointed at his reply to Lord Hough-
ton on the subject of giving compeusation to some of thesuffering
families in Jamaica. That a waaton destruction of property took
place, has been fully cstablished. This has been expressly stated
by the Commissioners; and it is no answer to the just cla}m of an
injured person, that, if he be recompensed, fraudulent claims will
o put forward by others. It might, as his Lordship states,
require “great sagacity’ to distinguish between just and
fraudulent claims; but surely smong the host of employés at
the disposal of Her Majesty’s Government, this amount of
sagacity may be found ! To say the contrary, would be to declare
that all past Colonial rule from Downiog-street bad been a
routine of jobbery and favouritism, so infamously practised, that,
not even a8 a solitary exceptior, had any one with a full average
degree of intellect been adwitted into the-public service under
that department. Now, bad as things may bave been, they are
not quite so bad as such & statement would proclaim.  The
question of compensation may be as difficult as the work of un-
necessary, and consequently unjust, destruction was easy, the
Colonial Exchequer may be poor, and the House of Commons
may be very reluctant to make a grant; but if injustice has
been dorne, if wanton and unnecessary iojury has been ioflicted,
the honour of this country is concerned in giving a prompt and
sufficient recompense in all cases; and Her Majesty’s Ministers,
as representing the honour and interests of Great Britain
before the world, are bound to arrange the means for deciding
upon the guanfum of recompense to be given, and for procuring
the necessary amount without further delay.

LAW AND JUSTICE AT CAPE COAST.

Avprarrs at Cape Coast are very far from being as they ought to
be, and as we could desire that they should be. So strongly do
we feel this, that we had intended to give a full review of the
position this month.  But although unable to do this, we cannot
avoid noticing the facts contained in a letter from one of our
correspondents there respecting certain proceedings in the Stipen-
diary Magistratcs’ Court. ~The due and impartial administration
of justice ought to be looked upon as a matter of the first con-
sequence in a British colony or rettlement. In the absence of a
“ Secretary of State for the Department of Pablic Justice’ from
the roll of British Ministers in Council, it devolves on the
Colonial-office to be especially watchful and careful in this im-
-portant matter. e believe that in & British colony or settle-
ment, where there is no distinction of races, there will be found
to prevail pretty generally such an administration. of justice,
because a community of British settlers will not bear to be
trifled with in such things. Bat unhappily this is often far from
_-being the case where the courts of justice are established prinei-
pally for what is looked upon as an inferior race. . We have seen
too many examples of this. The sad outbreak in Jamaica was
based upon the real or fancied oppression exercised by a district
court, the decisions of which were taxed with partiality and con-
sequently with injustice; and it is impossible for us to look with
any satisfaction upon what is.recorded in the above-mentioned
letter as having taken place at Cape Coast. It must be borne in
mind, too, that the circumstances at Cape Cosst are exceptional,
and exceptional in a particular which renders it tenfold more
than ordinarily incumbent on the Colonial-office to provide
against the possibility of any irregular proceediogs or charge of
injustice in the Cape Coast courts. Under the new decision of
Downing-street, s0 far as we can gather these from facts and
partial revelations, all that Cape Coast is to receive from Great
Britsin, in return for the customs and other duties, &ec., exacted
is an administration of justics—is the maintenance of open
courts in which justice, in conformity with British law, shall be
administered to colonists and natives. Yet, notwithstanding this,
we had oceasion to remark in past months on the scat of justice

both in the Stipendiary Magistrates' Court and in the Supreme]

Court being filled by officers of the West India Detachment
quartered at Cape Coast Castle. Now this is iu every respect
indefensible. The Earl of - Carnarvon (in his speech on the

Jameica question which appears in our columns), treating of

courts-martial, says that ** these form at all times a very excep-
tional and very deplorable tribunal” And why? Lord
Carparvon explains: ‘“No ome will doubt this who con-
siders the youth, the ignorance of the first principles of law, and
very often the prejudices of their members.” e have elimi-
nated what was irrelesact and inapplicable,. Aud can any one
doubt that these objections to the sdministration of justice by
military officers are equelly applicable when such officers are ap-
pointed to preside,in the Supreme Court and the Stipendiary
Magistrates’ Court at Cape Coast, a locality in which, perhaps,
because of peculiar climate, passions end prejudices seem to inter-
fere, even under the most favourable circumstances, with the

impartial administration of justice 2 Soon after this journal we,
established, four or five years since, we insisted on the necessi

of some new arrangements at Cape Coast as regards officisl resi.
dence. e said ther, and we say now, that the judges ang

“magistrates ought not to be residents in the Castle with the Qo.

vernor aod military officers. A judge ought to be beyond the
suspicion of partiality or bias, if his decisions are to be respected ;
and we are sorry to see that the Colonial-office have not madé
any change in this respect.

With regard to the matters trested of in the letter from Cape
Coast, we wish to atate that we know nothing of the medies)
officer mentioned, or of Captain Hall, whose corduct as sitti
magistrate in the Stipendiary Court comes especially under
notice. The letter in question does not state what Captain
Hall’s decision was ; whether he deereed the plaintiff twelve ¢
six guineas; nor have we any knowledge whatever as regards
this. We cannot therefore be charged with insinnating that he
was biassed in his decision when we say thatit was very improper
uoder the circumstances, and very irritating to the defendant,
that he should have come to the court arm-in-arm with thes
pluintiff, the medical officer of the same regiment to which he
belonged, and have placed the plaintiff on the bench beside bim.
We go further; we do not hesitate to say that under the circam-
stances he ought not to have sat at all as judge in such a case;
that he ought to have declined to adjudicate, and have poat.
poned the case until some other person, not an officer of that
regiment, could be found to prestde. This being our view, we
regard the whole proceedings as irregular, and say that we hope
the Governor-General will order them to be set aside altogether.
With respect to the scene in court, and what subsequently
occurred, we blame all- the parties concerned. We do not ex-
onerate the others becanse we look upon Captain Hall as the
most blameworthy. And while congratulating Judge Hackett on
his retun to Cape Coast, and Cape Coast on his return, by whish
the further sitting as judgéa in the Supreme Court of military
officers will we hope be effectually put an end to, we regret to

is guilty of an error in judgment. If Captain Hall merited the
remarks said to have been addressed to him by Judge Hackett,
there were sufficient grounds to justify him in putting an end
to the whole affair, with a caution to all -parties concerned, that
such proceedings and sach language would not be tolerated in
any of the courts at Cape Coast while he should continue to
retain the office of Supreme Judge; and that in any future case

courts of all who should thus offend. We think this would
have been the proper view for Judge Hackelt to have taken ; and
we do not think that even the officers, among whom he resides,
and with whom he is compelled to constantly associate in the Castle,
would have made any animadversions on such a decision. Asre-
gards the final portion of the letter, we can only say that if the facta
are as there stated, and which we sappose they are, everybody con-
cerned in the posting up and public proclamation of such a
notice deserves, and we hope will receive, the strongest censure
that ‘his Excellency Governor Blackall ean proncunce.  The
matter is a disgraceful one from beginning to end for all con-
cerned, and the sooner it is consigned to oblivion by a rescinding
of every decision in the case from the very commencement, the
better will it be for all parties.

THE GAMBTA HOSPITAL.

Soxk of the dificulties with which we have to contend in our
efforts for Afiica may be gathered from perusal of the letter now
published by us signed * Harry Fiuden.” It is with this object
we have inserted it. Bat, before alluding to those difficulties,
we think it necessary to state our conviction .that our native
friends believe what i3 not true when they give credence to such
statements as are therein contained. We are perfectly aware
that in but too many institutions of a like character many réqui-
sitions of medical comforts and stores are made ostensibly for the
use of the patients, which never really reach the latter. Bat
we do not believe that the principal medical officers of thoss
establishments are to blame, except for that carelessness and
indifference of which the chief of the Gambia Hospital has been
g0 often accused in our columns. We entirely acquit Dr. Shér-
wood of any complicity in the improper use of supplies sent into
the hospital on requisition. Gentlemen in his position may be
arditrary, cireless, and in other respects greatly blameworthv,
but they do not condescend to paltry little peculations. But if—
as seems to have been stated by the person who has since come
forward as a defender of the institution he is represented in this
letter as condemoing—those medical comforts, &e., do not reach the
patients, we cannot acquit the principal medical oficer of blame.
It is his duty to see that whatis thus ordered is properly appl_led»
and not consumed by the underlings on the staff of the establish-

ment. Our Gambia native friends must also bear in mind that

have to express our disapproval of his decision. - We think he -

of a like kind he would rescind the licence to practice in the .~
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the subordinates in haspitals are not expected to find their own
utensils, and that, therefore, plates, teacups, saucers, and dishes
are necessary for the service of such establishments, whether the
patients ever obtain the enjoyment of the use of any of them

or not. :
But now to the difficulties in our path-as shadowéd forth in

" this letter. Qur efforts have been directed to this amongst other

things—viz., that the natives should derive the greatest possible
benefit from the institutions established smong them for their
use, whether paid out of Imperial or Colonial funds. Those
who complain to us are, as might be expected, natives who
are disappoiuted in their just expectations, or who fancy they do
pot receive the advauntages they are eatitled to. But look at the
case before us. We have every reason to give credence to every
word written {o us by H Finden, who bears a high reputa-
tion for prodbity and truth. And now, what do we see? We
see, if that statement be correct, a Buropean who has been an
inmate of the hospital discoursing with the natives as to the
alleged abuses in the management of the institation, and speaking

- very strongly in condemuation of them, and iostigating one of

them to fresh complaints to the African I¥mes. -Later, when
those com_plaints become s0 serious as to arrest public attention,
the same individual writes to the African Z¥mes in laudation of
the persons whose conduct he is said thus in conversations to
have impugaed, and in his zeal is quife indignant with us for
the delay of a month in the insertion of his letter, the insertion
of which is speedily followed by his advancement to a very mach
more lucrative office than he before held. The complaining
natives seem thus to be made tools for a man’s advancement in
official life; and we are denounced as abettors of false charges
against Europeans and others in authority by those who have
been in conversation fortifying the natives in theirdetermination
to appeal to us for correction of alleged abuses under which they
have been suffering.- We do not think this needs any further
comment from us, beyond the expression of a hope that the pria-
cipal medical officer gnll look closely into the conduct of his
subordirates,- who, if what was then stated in converaation be
correct, may have been the causs of much of the obloguy which
has fallen upon the establishment and upon himself; and that in
future we shall have nothing to record but praises of the manage-
&mirent t:(ti a*n institution of so great importance to them, if properly
ected. : . _

DAHOMAN ENVOYS TO ENGLAND.

Wz announced more than twelve months since that the King of
Dahomey was very desirous to send some of his principal chiefs
on a mission to this counfry. Itseemed to us 2o advisable in the
interests of African civilisation that he should be. not only al-
lowed, but encouraged and assisted to do eo, thal we have
strenuously advocated the measure. In our May. number we
made some comments on a letter of the late Commeodore on the
‘West Coast station, in which, in pursuance as we believed of
orders from home, the King of Dahomey’s request was refused.
Our correspondence from Dahomey shows us, howerver, that the
King has not accepted this reply of the Commodore as a final
decision agatost him, but has applied directly by letter to Her
Majesty’s Government with the same'object. In the srticlein
our May number before alluded to we exposed ‘the error and
inconsistency of tuch a refusal as had been given to the King,
and endeavoured once again to show how much that change which
we 80 desire for Dehomey and ' Ashantee might possibly be for-
warded by bringing some of the chief men of those countries into
immediate personal contact with onr advanced civilisation and all
the humane institations fo which the blessed precepts of the
Gospel of Peace have given rite smong us. There is nothing
more necessary to be shown to the authorities of those barbarous
eountries than the value which we attach to human life; and that
although unbappily wars have pot ceased among so-called Chris-
tian nations, humaa life is, except upon the battle-field, regarded
8s a sacred thing, in no case to be wantonly taken away, and in
all cases to be hedged round by the supreme authority with all
possible protections. We do not know what may be the decision
of our Government, and what answer may be sent to the King of
Dahomey. We have reason, howerver, to believe that the argu-
ments put forward by us have not been without effect in modi-

ng opinions in quarters where opposition to the King of

ahomey’s wishes was known to exist. There is consequently
Teason to hope that a favourable answer may be accorded, at
least to the extent of meeting the King’s wishes that some of his
chiefs should come over to this country, by offering those facilities
Without which it would be difficult, if mot impossible, for them
todoso. This, and a formal reception of such envoys by Her
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, are two very different things.
I_f&huer could by any possibility be construed into an sp-

. " This lead shut ot
in the A“g“::‘::bex.n out last month, The letter alluded to appeared

| proval_of, or even into a cessation of protest againat, those horrible

barbérities by which Dshomey is polluted, especially in those
superstitious *“ Customs” in which human life is so wantonly
destroyed, we should say at once that such envoys should not be
admitted, either formally or informslly, to the Royal presence;
but if, as we thiok there is reason to believe, the personal dis-
pleasure of our Sovereign &t such atrocities, pronounced by
herself in presence of those envoys, might have the effect of in-
ducing the King to put an end at once and for ever to his slave
wars and to those appalling ' Customs " for which Dahomey has
become so infamously distinguished, we do venture to express the
hope that in the eveat of the envoys arriving here, some means
may be devised by which they may thus become assured of Her
Majesty’s abhorrence of things in which the Kings of Dahomey
have delighted, and that Her Maijesty cousiders those things in
which they have gloried as incompatible with the existence of
any friendly understanding, or interchange of courtesies between

by which such a Royal Chriztian effort might be made in the
causa of humanity and of Christian civilization in Africa without
any sacrifice of Roysal digoity. The end in view is really a great
one. The cessation of elave-hunting wars and of ¢ Customs”
in Dahomey, and the entry of that country, however feeble at
first its steps may be, into the ranks of the world’s adsancing
Christian civilisation, would have a great effect on the surreuanding
countries.. A new way would be opened through Dahomey
into the interior of Africa. And as the Dahoman Governmeat
has long since shown itself alive to the importance of good roads
between its principal places, more might possibly be done within
a short time in that than in any other native African country
in establishing improved communications between the coast and
the interior. The visit of the Dahoman:envoys to this country,
and their judicious reception and entertainment here, are thereforo
much to be desired. It would be absurd, of course, to bring
them over at this time of the year, when they would be exposed
to the rigours of winter; but we hope that such an answer may
be given to the King’s application, and such instractions be
issued and arrangements made, a8 may lead to the presencs of
thoze men among us some time in the months of May or June
of next year. SR

HUMAN SACRIFICES.

TO- THE EDITOR OF THR AFRICAN TIMES.

L Christiansborg, Accra, August 10.

Sir,—Affairs in thess eastern districts of the Gold Coast get
rather worse instead of better. The Awoonlahs show no incli-
nation for peace, so that in November we shall be compelled to
renew_the wsr, which we are determined to do with vigour.
King Dawoonah has returned sick from Addah. Of the death of
Kiog-Quou Daddy you will have heard by last mail. Deplorable
to relate, the number of human beings offered up in sacrifice at
Akropong, &c., on oceasion of his death, is said to amount to
thirty. :
The Volta is still shut up, but a small quantity of cotton has
been smuggled dowa from Krepee.—Yours, &e., H. R,

. ABEOKUTA.

We are sorry fo report that the Rev, C. F. Lieb was very
severely beaten in ome of the streets of Igbein, Abeokuta, on
Saturday, the 23rd of June, by a man called Bada and several
others; ne provocation was given whatever. = The chiefs offercd
every apology they could, and promised to punish the offeader in
due time according to their custom and lawe.—Jws} Jrokin.

MR. R. B. WALKER'S EXPEDITION INTO THE
INTERIOR FROM THE RIVER GABOON.

Mr. Walker writes under date Rempales, R. Ogowe, West
Africs, May 30, 1866. ¢ I have hitherto met with misfortunes
and olstacles, which have to a great extent overthrown my
hopes of making important discoveries, or penetratisg the
continent to any great distance on the present occasion. Ia
addition to a heavy losa which I sustained by the desertion of
wy carriera with a large portion of my goods at the very outset
of my journey, I have lately suffered sgain by having a small
supply which I had sent for seized by the natives, oniy a few
miles from this.} I have consequently made up my mind to do
a3 well as I can with the little I have, and then make for the
coast again. Uofortunate as I have been, I intend at a future
time to renew the attempt; but, meanwhile, shall retura to my

* Evidence of this u offered; but we miust ex our belief that
thers bas been some misapprebension on the part of the officer who is
believed thus to have reported UColonel Conran, or of those to whom he is
sapposed to have made the statement. —Ebp. 4. 7.

t T Surelg thess untoward experiences will change, in soms degree, the
opinion of the Anthropologicals as to the superiority of the uatatored
barbarians over the educated natives.of the Coast—the papils of mission
gchoolst—FEp. 4. 7.

herself and him. We do think that some means may be devised
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old occupation of trade. The rains having ceased, in
days I go on towards the interior; and hope to accomplish some-
tbing ere my goods give out. .

ABYSSINIA,

Coxsraxtivoris, Sept. 15.—Despatches received here from
Massowsh state that an engagement had taken place near Abrin,
between the Abyssinians and the Yigré insurgents. .

"The Emperor Theodore was expected to arrive with reinforce-
ments, and it was believed that the mext engegement would be
of a decisive character.

a fow | the angry feelings consequent on what has taken place ought; for
the sake of the colony, as soon as possible to be put an end to.
At the same time there iz no use in denying that very great iy.
justice has been doue, aud in many cases I do not hesitate to say
that very great blame appears to me to be due to those who eq.
couraged it. There are three clusses of perstns to whom that
blame is due—first of all, the naval officers; secondly, the mili-
tary officers; and thirdly, the vivilians. With regard to the
naval officers, speaking fenerally, I should say that, upon the
whole, the amount of excesses chargeusble to them is less, perhaps,
then affects any other class, At the same time there are cases
which require investigation, and, though I am not quite sure, I
believe they are at thisa moment under consideralion by the Ad-
miralty. With regard to the military officers the case is some-
what different. Their number is larger, the cases against some
of them are of a serious nature, and at this moment measures arg
being taken respectiug thom. Looking at the report of the Com-
missioners, it will be seen that though there are many cases to
which they allude, but three persons are designated by name as

CLIMATE OF WEST AFRICA.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,

Sir,—As you have so kindly drawn atteation to the health
of the Nuvy on the West Coast of Africa, may I be permitted to
say a word on behalf of the officers of the West India regiments
quartered in that pestilential climate ?

The 4th West India Regiment hes been on the Coast barely
three years, during which period they bhave lost mo less then
19 or 0 officers, and many more than that number invalided, a
great number of whom have been obliged, through ill-health, to
exchunge, go on half-pay, or leave the service altogether.

The 3rd” West India Regiment, lately sent to Jamaica, lost a
great many officers, but I am not positive as to the exact number.
Add to this the mortality in the medics], commissariat, and store-
keeper's departments, and the sacrifice of life annually is fearful
to coutemplate, and for what purpose, may I ask, are troops kept
at epormous expease to the country in a deadly climate like
Africa, where a good native police force would do all that is
required ? 1t must be remembered, although tho men of West
India Regiments are black, still they are not all Africans, and the
West Indians suffer nearly as much from fever as the Kuropeans.

I hare been at every station on the Coast, and we!l kaow the
misery of African fever, and the discomforts an officer is obliged

-to bear with-—viz., bad quarters, bad provisions, scarce and very

expensive; in many places bad water, & weary and monetonous
life, without even the advantage of pecuniary beneft, the paltry
pittance of 3s. per diem being the only allowance granted for
serving in a country the climate of which is allowed to be the
worst in the world.

Not a mail arrives at Liverpool without several poor fellows
invalided, aud the sad intelligence of the death of some other
¥ietim. .

I enclose my card, and am, Sir, your obedient servant,

OxE WHoO HAs Escapep THE ““ Jaws or Deara.”

HOUSE OF LORDS.—Avucust 2, 1866.
' JAMAICA,

The Larl of Rouxex wished to ask & question of the noble lord
the Secretary for the Colonies, on a subject with respect to which
‘a great muny persons felt a deep interest—he meant the condition
of Jamgica. There were few persons in the country who, while
-amxious to sce law and order in the colony supported, were not
also anxious that in support of law and. order nothing should be
done at all injurious to the rights of aiy number of Her Majesty’s
subjects, 'There were, he was aware, certain other persons so
prejudiced on the matter that no answer that could be given
would be satisfactory to them. - It would be useful, however, if
some statcment should be made on the part of the Government
which would indicate the course of policy that was likely to be

ursued in this matter. What he wished to know was this—
whether Her Majesty’s Government agreed in the main with the
views of the late Ministry on this question, and whether his noble
friend could state what steps had been taken or would probably
be taken in reference to the state of affairs in Jamaica.

The Larl of Carxxasvox: The question which my noble friend
has acked me refers to a matter of the most painful interest. No
man who has at all looked into the circumstances of the case can
doubt the very grave uecessity which rested upon those in
autherity to adopt the most vigorous measures to repress the
disorders. On the other hand, it is equally clear that there have
beén & lew cases of undoubted eruelty, some cases of undeubted
oppression, and some of undoubted injustice. At theé same time
I must say that it is very difficult to form an accurate judgment
at this distance, and with the comparatively insufficient materials

which we have before us, because, bulky as is the report of the
Commissioners, the ¢vidence is such that it is exceedingly difficult
for us here at home to deal with it, or to know how fairly and
equally to apportion the blame among those to whom blame is
due. In the first place the evidence is of a very conflicting
nature. Makiog all possible allowance for exaggeration and
misconception, there has been undoubtedly a great deal of very
hard swearing and a great deal of perjury. I quite agree with
the opinion expressed by the right honourable gentlemsn my

persens against whom further proceedings should be taken. As
to the Commiesion, I take it that it stands in this pesition: I

was not a court of justice appoiuted to try these persons. It could
not pronounce any verdict upon them or inflict any sentencs. It
hed no authority for this purpose. As far as I uaderstand it, the
Commission was in the nature of a grand jury, tryiog these per-
sons in order to ascertain whether there were fair grounds against
them for making further investigation: That, I take it, is the
position in which the Commissioners stood as a tribunal. Now,
it is true that the Commissioners mention several cases, such as
those of Colonel Eikington, Colonel Hobbs, who afterwards came
to a very untimely end, Captain Hole, Lieut. Adcock, and one
or two_ others; snd I must say that it is impossible to read many
of these cases without feeling the deepest pain and regret. I think
that the letters to which some of these officers have put their

I said before, the Commissioners only alluded to three individuals
by name—Provost-Marshal Ramsay, Ensign Cullen, and As-
sistant-Staff Surgeon Dr. Morris, With regard to Provost-
Marshal Ramsay, I believe that he is at this moment standing
upon his trial for murder in Jamaica.. All further action is
therefore precluded, and it would be wrong foy me to say any-
thing while these judicisl proctedings are pending. . As regards
Eunsign Cullen and Dr. Morris, the guestion is a very different
one. The Commissioners themselves stated that, in spite of con-
flicting  evidence, -the conduct of thése two-persons was of so
suspicious a character that they recoromended further investiga-
tion. = 1 have, therefore, felt it my duty to bring the matter
under the notice of the Commander-in-Chief, and to submit for
his consideration whether it would not be expedient first of all
to try these two persons by courts-martial ; and, _seeopdly, inag-
.much as Sir Henry Storks has left the islaud, and Major-Geaeral
0’Connor, the chief officer in commaand of the troops, was, un-

very considerable responsibility in many of these transactions,
I have felt it my duty. to submit for the consideration of the
Commander-in-Chief whether it would not be desirable either to
remove the courts from the island of Jamaica, or to constitute
those courts of officers who would be entirely independent of
the recent transactions there. That view has been taken by
the Commander-in-Chief, and, consequently, these two persons
will be brought to trial before courts-martisl, taking the pre-
caution which I have ventured to suggest. Lastly, there comes
the question of the conduct of the civiiians ; and here, of courss,
I feel myself mainly responsible, for I hold this distinct view—
that if any colonist suffers from injustics, tohalecer may be his
class, Ats condition, or his colour, he hasa right to redress at ths
hands of the Colonial Minister in this country. (Hear, hear.)
Acting in this ense, I have instructed SirJ. Grant, the present
Governor of Jamaica, to institute the most searching inquiry in
his power in order to ascertain whether there are any civilians
whose conduct demands inquiry. And I have such confidence in
Sir J. Grant as & wise and humane administrator, that while on
the one hand he will not, I believe, rake up uanecessarily thosg
smouldering ewbers which it is for the good of the colony sho.ult
expire a3 soon as possiblel on the other l_mnd, if th'e_re be Ju_!;
cause for investigation, I am sure he will not shriek from 1f,
whatever dificulties may attend that inguiry. I cught to men;
tion further, that as some thirty-five persons are at this momen
in confinement in Jamaica under loog sentences for the patt they
took in the insurrection, and as I believe that many of these per-
sons are ignorant people, misled by more designing Eerson!:o
have left it to Sir J. Grant to report to me whether in any'th
those cases the prerogative of mercy may not be fairly an% \;:“_
policy exercised, I ata sure that I represent the feeling © fouad
liament as well as my owa when I say I hope it will be _O:ﬂy
possible to deal with these offenders somewhat mote lenie
than they have been dealt within the colony. My lo

predecessor in office, that the heart-burniogs, the irritation, and

pames are indecent and absolutely disgusting. (Hear.) Bat, as .

fortunately, implicated more than was desirable, and assumed a -

" as they are completely free to act, so, I think, they ought to be

rds, I shoutd

SepremBRR 23, 1866.)

THE AFRICAN TIMES. 35

be glad to stop here, but I feel bound, after the question put to
me by my poble friend, to say a few words forther. It is im-
ible to discuss this question without todching more or less
upon the conduct of Mr, Eyre, because, after all, Mr. Eyre was
the Qovernor, and be was responsible for everything which took
place. Now, I cannot doabt, on the one hand, that the insurrec-
tion was a most serious one, aud that the circumstances of the
time were very grave. I readily admit the promptitade, the
cournge, the fearlessness of responsibility which he displayed,
but, on the other hand, I am in justice bound to say that these
ualities, if they are not accompanied by sound judgment on the
part of the person who possesses them, become faults rather than
virtees, end are in the nature of a eurse rather than
& blessing to the colony with the government of which that per-
son is intrusted. Thie, I think, was the case of Mr, Eyre. I
believe he was completely absorbed in the one paramount idea of
crushing out this insurrection and of saving the colony; but he
saw only one side of the question—he saw only one half of his
duty, and only acted up to that limited portion of his duty. Now,
the governor of a colony is the representative of the Crown, and
the first attribnte and quality of the Crown is not only justice,
‘but perfect impartiality, and the power of rising above the panio
and the apprehensions of the moment. It was just in this way
that Lord Canning, when plaeed under circumstances somewhat
gimilar, though undoubtedly much more momentous, deserved
and obtained the'admiration of his country, by rising above the
prejudices and passions of the moment and by prevenling the
persons who surrounded him from beisg carried away by those
feelings. 1t is to the fatal want of this quality in Mr. Eyre that
we may trace at least half of the mischief which arose after the
outbreak through the unuecesssry prolongation of martial law
and the many excessive severities which took place dunnyg that
period. ' Courts-martial form at all times a very exceptional and
a very deplorable tribunal.  No one will doubt this who con-
giders their constitution, and the youtk, the ignorance of the first
principles of law, and very often the prejudice, combined with
the absolutely unlimited discretion, of their members, . Perhaps
your lordships may recollect how, not quite a century ago, Lord'
Cornwallis, 1n the correspondence which has been recently pub-
lished, has left on record his bitter feeling of the atrocities carried
on in 1793 by courts-martial under his own eyes, and with
hardly any power on his part to suppress them. As courts-
artial were in 1793, so they are in 1866, because the objections
to them depend so much on the inherent nature of the tribunal
itself. T will not attempt fo enter into some of the legal techni-
calities, and inquire whether or not courts-martial, if it be not a
solecism to say eo, are legal. There may be cases of dire neces-
sity, when it is absolutely imperative to proclaim martial law,
and to administer it by court-martial; but, in such cases, there
are severul rules which ought to be observed. In the first place,
martial law ought not to be allowed to continus ore single ddy
or hour beyond the time which is absolutely necessary. In the
next place a caution should be given to those who administer
those courts, not indeed in the shape of a code of ‘minute rules,
because that would be impossible, but by a general instruction.
The officers should feel that they will be held accountable for
any excessive acts of authority on their part. Just in proportion

jealously watched, and, if necessary, controlled and checked by
their superior officers. Unfortunately this was not the case in
Jamaica. In the panic and confusion of the moment these safe-
guards were neglected, and no doubt very serious consequences
resulted from that negleect. It has been said, further, that
martial law in Jameica was complicated by this peculiar circum-
stance—that there was an Act in the colonial statute-book which,
while it certainly expressed the opinion that courts-martial ought
not to be established except in cases of grave necessity, neverthe-
less did seem to encourage the Governor to proclaim martial law,
under circumstances somewhat less grave than should justify
such a course. No doubt Mr. Eyre understood that he had no
option but to contipus that Act in operation for a full month;
ut that was a great mistake. It will be the ‘duty of Her
Majesty’s Government to look ¢locely into this point, and first to
seo whether similar Acts do net exist in some of the West Iudian
colonies, of which I can’t speak positively now; and second,
to revise them and bring them more into conformity with our
idea of what they ought to be. I am further considering the
¢xpediency of drawing up a short and simple code of regulations
for the iustruction and guidance of governors who may be placed
I circumstances similar to those in which Mr. Eyre was placed.
do not think you can provide for every single case; but you
may lay down landmarks and principles which shall guide
governors under such exceptional circumstances. Much has been
said respecting the case of Mr. Gordon, and I do not want to say
anything about it, and for this reason, that I believe it wasa
Iost terrible case, and one that was indefensible. The evidence

! At the same time, I wish to say there can be no doubt that both
Mcr. Eyre, }Vho accepts the whole respoosibility, and the officers
who acted in subordination to him, acted with most complete 2ong
fides in the matter. Personal feelings and irrelevant considera-
tions were cotirely absent from their minds; snd, however mis-
taken they were, they believed they were performing their duty.
Therefore, the proposal which is sometimes put forward, to indict
Mr. Eyre on the charge of murder, seems to me to be one of the
most preposterous proposals that could be made. Whatever
offence Mr. Eyre has committed, murder is certainly not the
offence that can be charged agsinst him, and I believe such a
charge would be utterly repugnant to the common sense of Eng-
lisbmen. I think Mr. Eyre has suffered severely indeed; his
recall has been as heavy a blow as could possibly be inflicted
upon him. Looking to his position and his antecedents, 1 believe
that blow has fallen on him severely. As regards the state of
Jamaica now there are great difficulties to be solved; but I have
every confidence in Sir John Grant, than whom, I believe, there
was no one more competent to grapple with those difficulties, and
whose appointment as Governor is, I beliere, the best that could
have been made. _

Earl Bussecn: 1 concar with the opinion pronounced by the
Commissioners with regard to the {rial and execntion of Mr.
Gordon: I understand the noble earl to say that he, too, con-
curred in it. I only wish to say further, with regard to the late
Giovernment, that we all thought the report made by the Com- .
missioners was not only an able report, but that it judged im-
partially the conduct of Governor Eyre aud of all the persons
whose conduct it dealt with. I believe that, both in the praise
the Commissioners gave Governor Eyre, for the promptitude and
extreme readiness with which he put down an incipient insurrec-
tion, and in the blame they cast vpon him, the Commissioners
were equally just, fair, and impartial. I quite agree with the
noble earl that there are not any grounds for accusing Mr. Eyre
of murder; -but, at the same time, we cannot help deploring the
severity that was used.

The Earl of Carrarvox: As far as I understand the verdict of
the Commissioners respecting Mr, Eyre, I entirely accept it and
concur in it. I understand it to be this—that Gordon was not
proved to be guilty of complicity in this insurrection, snd thst
he was executed upon evidence which was wholly insufficient.
In that opinion I entirely concur. .

Lord Hoveurox: I wish to ask the noble earl whether he has
entertained the question of giving compensation to any of the
suffering families. ,

The Earl of Carnarvox: The question of compensation in-
volves this point—that compensation must be paid either from
the Consolidated Faud or from colouial revenues. The place for
discussing the question of paying compensation out of the Con-
solidated Fund would be rather the otber Houso of Parliament
than your lordships' House, Ishould doubt whether this country
would be disposed to make a grant on this account. Of the eolo-
nial revenues I can give only a poor account. It will require the
ntmost efforts on the part of Sir John Grant to make both ends
meet ; and probably it will be many years before he will be in a
position to make any considerable allowance. It is also to be

borne in mind that the question of compensation is a most difficnlt
one,
the moment you announce that either the colonial or the Imperial
Government will pay compensation; and it would require the
greatest sagacity to distinguish thoss that ought to be satisfied. -
I should be sorry to debar myself absolutely from entertaining
gﬁs question. Much must depend upon the reports of Sir John
rant,
corapensation shall be given,
entirely free to adopt the course that may seem best.

Fraudulent claims of all kinds are sure to be put forward

I shall be equally unwilling to make any promise that
I wish, indeed, to leave myself

HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Jurx 31, 1866.
At the cvening sitting, Mr. Buxrox called attention to the

concluding paragraph of the report of the Royal Jamaica Com-

mission ; and moved the following resolutions: 1. That this
House deplores the excessive punishiments which followed the
suppression of the disturbances of October last in the parish of
St. Thomas, Jamuica, and especially the unnecessary frequency
with which the punishment of death was inflicted. 2. Ttat this
House, while approving the courze taken by Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment in dismissing Mr. Eyre from the governorship of the
island, at the same time concurs in the view expressed by the
late Secretary of the Colonies, that ‘while any very minute
endeavour to punish acts which may now be the subject of regret’
would not be expedient, still “that great offences ought to be
punished,’ and that grave excesse of severity on the part of any
civil, military, or naval officers ought not to be passed over with
impunity. 3. That in the opinion of this House, it is the duty
of Her Majesty’s Qovernment to award compensation to thoee
whose property was wantonly and cruelly destroyed, and to the
families of those who were put to death illegally. 4. Tbat since

upon which he was hung was insufficient to have c_onvicted him.
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considerably more than & thousand persons are proved to bave
been cxecuted or eeverely flogged on the charge of participating
in these disturbances, all further punishment on account of them
ought to be remitted.”” Mr. Buxton made & most elaborate
speech in support of these resolutions, quotiog in detail the evi-
dence of acts of severity, and maintaining that they were not
justified by the existence of 8 general couspiracy in the first
place, or resistancs to authority in the second.

After a long debate, in which Mr. Adderley, the Under-Secre-
tary of the Colonies, Mr. B. Cochraue, Sir H. Cairas, Mr. Card-
well, Mr. Mill, Mr. T. Hughes, Mr. Ayrton, and the Chavcellor
of the Exchequer took part, the firs¢ resolution was agreed to,
and the other resolutions were withdrawa.

THR STATE OF JAMAICA.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,

8ir,—Our agent sends us a bill of ladiog of some cotton fibre and

a large quantity of arrow-root by the meil, but he speaks very far

“from eatisfactorily as to the state of Jamaica, and especially
Manchionedl. It appears that, for fear of fresh disturbanoes, Sir
Henry Storks has been induced to send a guoboat to remain in
the harbour. The people, our agent states, are very discontented
and that he finds it difficult to get them either to pay rent
for their lands, or to give labour in lieu of rent. He does
not believé order will be established until the Government
have carried out their plan of a new constitution, for which all
are most anxious, The delay is obviously most prejudicial to
everyone. who has aoythiog at stake in the island. ~ Nine
families, our agent states, left the island by the last mail.

We hope Lord Derby will take Jamaica into his early con-
sideration. If something is not speedily and effectually done, to
educate, employ, and pacify the mass of the people, further dis-
turbances may be reasonably looked for.—Yours, faithfully,

55, Charing-cross, July 13. ’ SterRFN Bournz.

The paddle-wheel steam sloop Virego, 6, 220-horee power,
having undergone some heavy repairs to fit her for service-with
the firat division of the Chatham steam reserve, in readiness for
commission, has shipped her coals, and made a preliminary

 trial of her engines. . The direct-acting engines, formerly con-

structed for the Virago by Messrs. Bolton and Watt, have been
removed, and in their place has been fitted the machinery lately

‘belonging to the Rhadamanthus. During the time the Virago

was in the shipwrights’ hands—a period of several months—she

« has been almost rebuilt. She is intended for immediato. com-

mission, for service, it is understood, on the West Coast of Africa.

JOHN BROWN, Junior,
COMMISSION MERCHANT,
5, WOBURN PLACE,
' RUSSELL SQUARE,
LONDON.

Just published, in one vol., 8vo, cloth gilt, 10s.; plain, 7s.,
- THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
By F. Frizeirarp, Eeq., Editor of the * African Times,” &e.
W. J. Johnson, 121, Fleet-stréet, London.

Just published, Second Edition, price 6d.; post-free, 7d.,

AN EXPANDING CURRENCY,
FOR PREVENTING INJURIOUS FLUCTUATIONS IN THE
' RATE OF DISCOUNT, AND CONSEQUENT
STAGNATION OF TRADE.
By F. Firzeemarp, Esq., Editor of the “Africun Times,” &e.
V. J. Johnson, 121, Fleet-street, London.

EADS, PROVISIONS, and TRADE GOODS, as under, on
SALE at M. LEVIN’S STOKES,
LONDON AND LIVERPOOL.

Beans.—Agras, Seed, Corals, Popopipes, Pounds, and every
other description.

Provisioss.—Jams, Sardines, Potted Meats, Potted Fish,
Potted Soups, Biscuits (tins), Geneva, Brandy, Rum.

Sunpries.—Muskets, Cowries, Flints, Glass Goods, Combs,
Clothing, Crockery, Stationery.

Acexcies.—Rimmel's: Pomades, Essences, and Perfumery.
Forbes' ; Previsions of every description, Lamplough’s: Druga
and Medicines.

All orders address:ed to M. L. LEV1N, 1, Bevis Marks, Lon-
don, E.C., will receive attention per return mail. )

of Two Discourses by Dr. Toriey, F.E.S., W
Second Edition. 5
London: H. Lamplough, 113, Holbora-hill; W. Bdwards
Coleman-sireet-buildings, Moorgate-street; and all Bookselle
Price Sixpencle. _ i

——

SBEMINARY FOR AFRICAN YOUNG LADIES, .
2, PORTOBELLO ROAD, KENSINGTON PARK, LONDQ};
ISS SMITH receives a limited number of African . Youny
M Jadies for Education. ’ can Young
TERMS.
For Board, a thorough Euglish Rducation, instruction in ths

Books, &c., FORTY-TWO GUINEAS per Annum. o
Home comforts, liberal treatmeat, and parental kindness ars

certain. ) : Y
T}ireo months’ notice required previous to the removal of g

pupil. el

PACKED by WALKER'S PATENT ROPATING
PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TTME. Bugar Mills for

every kind of Machine for Africa or India. -

HE undernoted Goods, now on hand for immediate shipment,
beiog only of the well-known brand of FORBES, Aber-
deen snd London: Sardines, Preserved 8almon, ditto Lobsters,
ditto Oysters, ditto Herrings, ditto Mackerel, ditto Haddocks,
ditto Turbot, Dried Codfish, ditto Lingfish, High-dried Herrings,
Salted Salmon, ditto Herrings, ditto” Mackerel, Preserved Fish
Soups, Herrings & la Sardines, Preserved Soups, ditto Meats, ditto
Poultry, ditto Game, ditto Vegetables, ditto Milk, Potted Meats,
Anchovy Paste, Jams, in Tios or Jars, Fruits, Bottléd:and ired,
Pickles (Pure), Sauces, Mustard, Oatmeal, Barley, Gora Flour.
The above may be had in any package or size ; also Hams, Bacon,
Cheese, and Butter. , S
Priced Lists and all other information may be obtained of Mr.

diate attention per return Mail.

EST COAST of AFRICA, MADEIRA, TENERIFFE.
—The African Steamship Company’s vessels (carrying Her
Majesty’s Mails) leave LIVERPOOL monthly, with goods
and passengers, proceeding direct to MADEIRA, TENERIFFE,
BATHURST, SIERRA LEONE, CAPE PALMAS, CAFPK
COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, LAGOS, BENIN, NUN, BRASS,
BONNY, FERNANDO PO, OCAMEROONS, and OLD
CALABAR. s
Nore.—The Company’s floating depét at Sierra Leone having
been placed in quarantine, goods for that port will meunwbile
be landed direct from the Company’s steamers at ship's expense,
but shipper's risk. _ .
Goods for Feanaxpo Po aud the Rivers are transhipped af
Boxxy, and forwarded by branch steamers af shipper's risk.

Mapzrea or Texemrre until the removal of the quarantine
restrictions imposed at those places.
The fine new Steamship MANDINGO, 1,300 toos, and 275-

POOL on 1UESDAY, the 25th SEPTEMBER, at 11.30 a.a¢
" Passengers embark by steam tender, leaving the North Landing
Stage at 10 A.x. punctually. o
Goods and heavy baggage must be alongside the ghip at the
loading berth, Huskisson Dock, not later than 6 P.M. on the
22nd.
No goods or parcels can be shipped without pre-payment of
freight.
Nottce.—Owing {o slterations under the new postal contract
in the dates of arrival at Liverpool of the mail packets, it 18
decided to defer commencing the bi-monihly sailings unt
January next; thenceforward, the dates of departure ﬁoﬁ
Liverpool will be the 10th and 24th, and the atrivals the 3
and 17th of each month. . L | (6 the Company's
For further information apply in Liverpool to the Com 8
Agents, Messrs. FLETCHER and PARR, 23, Castle-street;
or at the Company’s offices, No. 14, Leadenhell-street, Londoun.
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CHOLERA, ITS CAUSE AND GURE ; being the Substages
orcester,

, 4,

French Language, Laundress, Seat in Church, Use bf ‘Piano, . .

OTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED: and Gambia Appoin

Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nat Crackers, ‘and’

17, COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON. - = - Curious and I

The African (

PROVISIONS. . o

M. L. LEVIN, 1, Bevis Marks, London, Sole Agent for West .
Coast of Africa, and all orders forwarded him will receive imme-,

Norice.—No passengers, goods, or parcels can be taken for

horse power, R. F. LOWRY, Commander, will leave LIVER-

Pinya (Species of
Thy West Afr

To Prescrre §
ggestions for
Sierra"Leone....
Copy,of Petitio
. to the Goye
Wholessle H
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