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i:-~-: ’,’ ..-- WEST AFRICAN MALLS.
" ~/ ¢ Afdean Ro~al Mail Sicarciship Mendfngo, Captain Robert
l~.-:Ld)#ry,~arrlved in the Mersey about midnight on ]Friday,
~dvembe’r 29~ h/~vlng bben. ~eia:iued for’several houm 0u~ide the
b~r foi Want 0f.water. The ~andiugo left Fernando Pc on the
30th:0htober, " She brought n full. cargo, 2,907 oz. gold-dust}
l~,7.s41:Jn specie; and twenty-four passengers. .
-rl%e bi-mouthly/~a~ arrived duly on the< 18th inst.

. AFRICAN ROYAL MAIL STEAMSHIF .COMPANY.
. ~it~,i~~f.ycariy _g~erffm~tini "oi’ tMs compauy was. held,%t

th0:ofltcea, L~d6fihifll.street, London, nn the llth instant, Mr.
P. D. Had0w in the.chair.
Mr.Campbe.ll, the Secretary, reed the reporl~ and the 0hair-

mani in moving i~.-adeptly)u, con.gratulated thd iehareholdem on
the continued ~c~sS of the company; which ambled the Di-
rectors to dechre a. divldendi as usual, of .8s. per share, andto
add a further 2s. per share as bonus. We added that a new and
very s.u~e;fi’.or ate.unship:had been ordered, which would be paid
for od~~f~eiid~-~&’fookcredit, .as.he~wasindeed most justly
entitled to d% for the-ex-tfema zegularity with Which they had
performed the mail ~rric~.: ~ .... .i
The proceedings ~rminated with the usual Votes of.thanks to

the Chai.rn~. p, IHreeters,.end 8~_ retary.

- ~az m)rroB, oF. znz ~ra~o_t~ smzs.
-, : - ~ - " : Bathurst, Gambla, November 17, 1867.
¯ ’Sir,-~You must not imagine I have b~en ~ilent so long because
~[ had notMug to Complain of. I keep qulet within my shelt
because; Un’Ser lho" proconsulale of Major Blackall, nothing is to

~_ohoped for except that 6hange Which is pithily described as:
m’ l~dd;to’Worle." ~l’liie" functionary has bben absent from his

O6tei~m0nt during the lute rainy seasou, and we thought he
would have passed through here, as he left Liverpool on the 24th
ultimo for 8iqrra Leone, but it appears he stopped short at
Madeira~ 81v’ce "h~ :.ilI~po!ntinent as Oovemor-in¯~hief, 3L~sjor
Bls~kall hhs:ir~difl’ged Imply in flying voyages to the 0arabia and
other settlements on:-thb Coast, whero his presence his never
Ia’educad any practiesl.befiefit; but quile the reverse; for,-even"
¯ uppodeg that~ the~ Goiernor-ln-Chlef was the best¯disposed man
in the’world, it would b~ ~utterly impossible for him in these
flyi~g-vlsits to bec~neprSot!c~llygr personally:ocquaieted Withthe
WiSh., ~vant% requirement% and local polltidsofcach settlement.
Noino~b gro~ mistake was ever made than the appointment of
a4minhtr~totsfdr the-re,l:ectivoI governme)ats, of Gamble, 0old
~.Co~t, and Lagos; the who!e .thing is: a:~d burleique. W.e~
dwell~m iu l~’ei MejeSby’s said ~ettlement~ bebdn now to realize the
a_b~dity, thb folly, and the madn e~ era r~heme wM¢.h, edopt~l.
for tlm mira of.economy, hie t .b.xown the African ool~nles back a
~att~-Ot a cenh~, without even ett~nlng’dhat -Ihltry object,
I do not ~n ~mX ~hat~ Major Bla~mR .is res~mfible for the-
st}~el~e~o~ e~e~t~tlngthe govei’fiment of West Afri~-unc~er a
,-:-[.-:i .= ":: ..- - - . "- ’ ; . :

Oover~br-iu-Chief, and for all the evils that have been daily
resulting therefrom ; but I maintain that, of all men ever elected
td carry out a dif~cult and unpopular task, he is the most unfitted.
He has made himself remarkable hero for the absolute want Of
any bugness qualificatiou. A bad adminislmtor, and with no
powers oforganLzation, he has got everything into a state of chaos
and confu~~don from which he is utterly incapable of extricating
either, us or himself.- Ancient Rome, which had taken six
centuries to erect, was destroyed iu as many days; the work of
destruction is easy, that of reconstructiea on a satisfactory, basis
diffiCUlt. Specious and plausible, he had the talCn£ofbei~gablo
to lead his masters in Downifig-street into the belief that he was
ihe right man in the right phce ; but, alas ! from one end of the
West Coast to the other the cry of bad mauagemenL man
administration, aud enormous taxation eom~fionti~ually and
contmuously, great discontents and many ru~m2~./s, butofwhat
avail ? The evils under which we groan mect-~th no sympathy
from our rulers in Downing-street, aud we are either snubbed or
t~ated with curt contempt when we complain.
Of all the seltlemeuts on thisWest Coast of Africa them tenet one

which can havesuffemd more bythese changes than the Oambia.
Them wasa time when we were left literally without a:;y court
of civil or criminal jurisdlctiob, and when we were without a
legally-constituted hdalinistrator ; for when Admiral Patey lcF~
for Enghnd in ~uno last, where he still is, in the enjoyment, I
believe, of full pay and the 8ol¢#far nfeate, his successor should
have been the Collector of Customs; but he had also gone on leai’e;
cons~luently the Administrator" and the Collector of Customs being
both a~ent, and uo provision b.ing made in thenew charter or
leRefe putoutfor such a contingency, Colonel Antenwas smuggled
into the 6fl]ce of Collector somehow pro fern., and t]~ha sucked
to the collection of the dutie~aud the et~co of Admi~iistrator, But
what could Admiral Patey or Colonel Anton know gbout the
Custom.housework? What practical knowledge could they have
had of the dudes of thh r~ponsiblo oi11co to enable them to
discharge them?
What can be more injurious to thh settlement than such an

unnatural and illogical mode of providing for the management of
its affair~ ? Not that I have anything-to ~ay against Colonel
Anion; ou the contrary, I consider it fortunoto that such nn
officer was found to fill up the vacancy; but I may be allowed to
ask why Admiral Pate}, was allowed to leave at all under such
circumstances, and, having left to suit his own convenience, why
he is now allowed to return and resume a position for which he
is utterly unfit¯ He was no moresick when he leR thanhecanbo
now; in fact, this valiant officer staled, I am told, directly
before he leR, that he was ~well as ever he was in his life.
The public belief hero is, that a wound which he received in the
head, b~t noi in action, will prevent him from ever egectu~ly
serving iu the tropics, .whaler h.a m.ay do d~whe.~. The
office of Adminhtrator should be ~ltie~ by some one~ o¢
keeping account~ a mn ~f busi ne~ habit% and not sUCh i

i

!
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money when he gets it, has no idea of whether the revenue is
properly collected or not. Independently of thin interregnum, if
I may so call it, when this colony was left withou% a legally-
constituted Administrator, as a matter of courseb we had no
quorum to form a legislative Council ; but antecedent to all this
there was a period when we had no court of civil or criminal
jurisdiotion, or when, if we had a court, we had no one constituted
to preside therein. For a considerable time after the arrival of
Mr. Chalmera (,and this legal luminary did not come out until 
month after he was due), there were n~ arrangements by which
he could preside in any court ; and to keep~ him employed he
received a commissiou as Acting Chief ~Iustice and Justice of the
Peace--that is to say, the Administrator, Admiral Patey, gave
him a commission to discharge the duties of an office which had
ceased and determined by the retirement and resignation of Chief
3ustice Mantell. Had Major Blaekall been a man of business, he
would naturally have arranged all these matters in due time by
making such legal provision by ordinance as was needful to enable
~l’r. Chalmers to go on with his duties immediately en his arrival;
but nothing was defoe, although abundance of !!mo.was.giv9,from the fact of Mr. Chalmera coming out a montn later than no
was expected. Well, then, what was done? As there was no
quorum to form a Legislative Council, and as there wasapositive
dead lock in the courts, and the gaol full of prisoners, Admiral
Patey appointed Mr. Chalmera Acting Chief Justice. Now, on the
)nrinciplo of "once a priest always a priest,~’ so far as I know,
a d so far as any one here knows, Mr. Chalmers is Acting Chief
Justice still; but, be that as it may, hem was another subterfuge.
However, the gaol was cleared by this move, but whether legally
or not romulus to be seen. It would seem but natural to every
simple-minded man that, when the office of Chief Justice was
done away with, and a Scotch advocate sent Out to replace Sir
3"ohn Mauteli, that his successor ought to haw come out with
some definite position and iastructiona; but no such thing is
apparently thought of, and so, to supply the deficiency, the old
machinery was reconstructed to carry out the old laws, and
everybody thought that things were to go on as before. There
was still no Council to enact anything to change it, but whilstwe
outsiders were labouring under this delusion, it appeara the
Governor-in.Chief paid a flying visit to the Gambia, and thus a
legislative council is formed, the Governor-in-Chief, the Adminis-
trator, and the gua~i Chief ffustiee, as Chief Magistrate, being the
members. It seems, then, that an ordinance was drawn up and
prepared, and passed, "all of a heap," creating a Court of Civil
and Criminal Jurisdiction. Whether this law or ordinance was
ever promulgated or not I do not know, yet I believe I c,au safely
affirm it was not printed up to a short time ago, even if it has
been since, uud I can also honestly affirm I did not know of its
existence. This state of things was rather amusingly illustrated
here a few days ago. Mr. lleffies, u native African, who had
been sent to England by his countrymen to be inducted into the
mysteries of legal lore, in order that he might be able to protect
his country meu from the vagaries of Colonel dAmy dud his
1?dun .Achatu, Dr, Sherwood, returned to the Gambia, after
having passed through u course of Study which was
supposed to be sufficient to enable him to practise in
our courts. Shortly after his arrival a mercantile
house employs him to receive some outstanding debts.
In one of these cases he gets a judgment signed, and the debtor
agrees to pay the amount recovered, and actually has paid the
c0sts; hut, meanwhile, another lawyer returns from England to
Bathurst, iu the shape of Mr. Thomas Brown; he atfaeks Reffies’
judgment, and so far as Ieau learn demolishes it. Mr. Brown
shows clearly, to the satisfaction of Mr. Chalmers, at least, that
he (Chslmers) had stultified himself by issuing a writ out of 
court whose existence, by a law which he assisted to enact, was
destroyed, and that he had actually, allowed a judgment to be
obtained in a court which had long smeo ceased to exist. On the
above and other grounds Mr. Chalmers upset his own judgments,
so poor Lawyer Itcffies wa~ kuocked about by Lawyer Blown, and
poor Region is left wallowing in the Slough of Despond, and his
client high and dry iu the lurch. It seems to me, however, that
such a state ofthings is f~r from satisfactory. In a colony like
this, where there is n~ professionally qualifi~ Bar, the mode of
procedure for the recovery of just debts and legal claims should
be so simple that every man should be able to sue for u just debt,
and be able to defend himself cgainst a claim, without fearing
the quips and cranks of the law. So far as I eau see, there is no
chance of these settlements ever being able to support a staff of
lawyers, and the resultis that, so long as such a complex and
intricate maze of technicalities surrounds the debtor, a man like
Mr. Brown, possessing a smattering of the law, can really prevent
an honest creditor from recovering his just debts. For my part,
_I can ~afely ~y that I have sundry amounts due to ms in this
place, but in the pre~nt confused state of the law I feel that my
debtor could give me so much trouble, and fence me off with so
~nany technicalitie.% that I should fear to sue him, especially if he
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reposed under the regis of ~r. Lawyer Brown. There in, ho~..
ever, one thing that strikes me as indecorous, afidthati~:tMt
Mr. Brown, Who is the quasi-representative of the Oamb~a
merchants iu the or.celled I~.gidative Council, should be all0w~
to practise in the courts. It is true lLr. Brown has au idea that
he is a lawyer; he likes law; and although not dignified with any
professional qualifications, he is, like--

All tmatterenb more brhk tad pert
Than those that understand an art,
A~ little sparkle* shine more bright
Thln glowing e~als that glve them light--

and he goes into cohrt sometimes as an affvocate, and sometim~
as a defendant, but he enema to like law as welt in one capacity
as the other. Shortly before he went to England he was sum-
moned before the police-court by the Administrator, Admiral
Patey, for u clear breach of a local ordinanoe; but by his. adt0it-
ness he managed to defeat, on technical points, the Admiral, anR
after making the head of the Executive appear very fidiculot~s
and contemptible in the police-court, snapped his fingers at the
gallant Administrator. It is quite true that Mr. Brown, in no~
adhering to the homely,, proverb that "the_ shoemaker should n~t"go beyond his last, or from other causes,-haa never been success.
ful usa :merchant;’but what I ask is this one simple question::
Is it right, is it decoroua that Mr. Brown, the so.called repro"
sentative in the Legislative Council of highly respectable and
honourable mercantile houses hero---that Mr. Brown, a merchant,
a J.P. for the town and settlement of Bathurst, should be allowed
to uraetise as an attorney in the courts of the very settlement.
whe’re his official funetionsare discharged? Such things are not
allowed in England or iu other colonlea. Lot Mr..Brown practise
as an attorney iu the name of all freedom, but then let him
surrender those positions that give him more influence than his
compeers. Let him and Mr. Reffie~ contend for mastery on ~i:
clear stage, wher~ both, at all events, shall have to earn their
livelihood by their respective talent and energy. Since this last
episode in the administration of the law here, I have determined
to give no credit to auy one, lest I may be exposed to the misfor-
tune of throwing good money after bad. I purpose continuing to
import my Cola nuts as before, and selling my grouud-uuts as I~
have done, but i ahMl certainly give no credit to any one. Let me_
suggest to my countrymen engaged in trade to do likewise, and
let me call their soriou~ attention to the moral contained iu the
following fable :-

Tom and W’fll, one sammer’~ day,
Picked up an oyster near the set,
Whil~ each reqalres the prize in rage,
There ~ by a la~}’¢r sage.
Both warmly plead the right of law~b
And ask his judgment of the eau~e.
Ha pained ; at lengtb, with artful sneer,
Sa~ he, "My friencl~ the case is dear."
-The £~h he ate, gave each a shell,
Th ~a bade the wrangling foo~ fare~rell.

I am, Sir, with all deference,
A Nx~vz Ozszm~.

THE NEW GOVERNOR-IN-CHIEF.
~[0 ~HB Y~Dr£0R 0~’ ~HE A~’RIOA~" T.IM~ES.

3, Plowden-builc~ings, Temple, De~. 7, 1867.
Sir,--After a tedious travel through the dismal night it is

pleasant to view the breaking day. My sad and oppressive task
for the last two years has been to record nothing cheerful or
promising relative to the important settlement of Sierra Leone.
I saw her day after day strfpt of every constitutional fight
which she enjoyed in the earlier and darker days of her
ext.,tones.

I shall presently endeavour to account for this sad state of
things ; but let me turn to the brighter portion of the picture,
and sincerely congratulate the too.long oppressed Africans on the
return of ,heir long-tried and distinguish~ friend, hisExcelleney
Arthur F_Award Kennedy, C.B., to the Governorship-in.Chief of
the West Co,st of Africa. They will give him a boundless
welcome, not as a stranger, as Hamlet says, bet.as one who,
during a previous governorship, frbm 1852 to I856, consulted
the public weal alone, and never deferred to any miserable clique
of parasites, that gave their allegiance in turn to governor after
governor, whether he were a good or bad ruler. Bah above all,
Governor Kennedy:s name is held in aff~tiouate and pious
remembrance upon the Coast as one ~ho, by a vigorous.hunting
down of dementia slavery, did incalculable so, vice to the ca~e
of humanity and civilization ....

, But !t was fated that what the good Governor Kennedy.an,
oaring too Drier a rule should be undone-, and that the lieht., sl~ea
by his rule should bc succeeded by a rayless and hopeless mght of
mhrule. I have arrived at the dark aide of tl~e p~otur~ and, as
am elucidating a great ~ecial preMem, I must deal with it.. 7~.
As ex-Governor B]ackall takes his leave for ever,or mer~

Leone, to make way for a wiser, abler~ and more ~creet ruler,

D~,o. 2 3, 18.b7.]

what must be his reflections? May he not, in self-reproach, and
with all that faithful power which a smitten conscience never
fails to supply, say "I found this colony enjoying the bulwark
of English liberty~trial by jury, and, aided by a coloured ex-
~Iudge, Mr. Carr (who for twenty-five years never saw the enor-
mity of trim by jury in his court until he was retiring, and felt
no anxiety, unless to secure his pension), I took from her that
sacred right. When the native pecp~e were outraged by a class
of rampant and overpaid officials, I required that they should
give security for costs before outraged humanity could have an
opportunity to redress itself before a court of justice. Before
abolishing trial by jury, I submitted the verdicts of native
citlzenato the aul~rvislon of the jaundiced eyes of four salaried
Government offiemis. I placed upon the bench of the Supreme
Court of Justice the notorious Algernon Z[ont~gue (an ex-
dismissed ~Iudge of Tasmania), whose character was as bad as his
Jaw, end whoso law was as bad as his character ; and, finally,
I promoted Horatio James Huggins (an ex-colonialattorney,
without practice, and whose blunders have awoke the attention
of I’arliament, and considerably affected the funds of the colonial
ohest) to a judgeship ! l !"
Yet ex-Goveruor Blackall is not without comfort ; nor has his

rule been entirely unfruitful in good. Through his evil rnle
the attention of the "Engli~ Parliament ia now more assiduously
directed to Sierra Leone than ever it has been since its establish-
ment. Your very able and fearless pen has awoke to the con-
viction that all we achieved through our squadron is but a
mockery if governors shall establish a worse form of slavery upon
the Coast, in the withdrawal of every civil right ; and, to crown
all, and in order to make some emends for all the eufferings the
native people have hitherto uudergono, the most popular ruler
Sierra Leone ever had is now restored to the welcoming arms of
a loyal people.
Before the newly-ap~inted Governor-in-Chief the noblest task

that can be allotted to mauls submitted--namely, to raise the
fallen, to restore popular rights, to rule, as he has hitherto, for
the publio good ; to do good for truth’s sake, and for its bright
reward. Then, in the fatness of time, when helcaves that Coast
he may exclaim, as Augustus did of old, "I found Rome brick
and left her marble."~I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

W. R~.

LIBERIA.
Cape Palmas, November 10.

Bishop Payne and lady and Mi~s Savey arrived at Cape
Pelmas, by the hi-monthly steamer Ethiope, on the 30th October
from America, vfd England. The Bishop and his lady are look-
ing remarkably well. It is thirty years since he first landed as
a missionary iu Cape Palmas. We are glad to learn that the
Bishop and his lady do not regret their visits to London, for the
very many kind friends they have met there amongst the English
nation.
M:rsl Hoffman, the wife of the late lamented Roy. O. C.

Hoffman, is now in England; from whioh she will proceed to
America on account of her health being impaired. She is medi-
cally advised not to return to Africa. Miss Julia Grsgg has suc-
ceeded Mrs. Hoffmsn in charge of the Orphan Asylum.
The Hell Cavalla tribes, the Rock Town and ~ish Town

tribes are preparing to war against the Cape Palmas, the River
Cavalla, and the Graway tribes. This war is occasioned on’ac-
count of the mysterious death of General Brown, of the Half
Cavalla tribes, who disappeared since the beginning of this year;
it is believed he was murdered by the River Cavalla tribes, who
are enemies to the Half Cavalla. It ia rumoured the war will
begin in December, after they have gathered iu their new rice.
The Goloondo, on her last voyage out, brought seventy-six

emigrants for Cape Palmas, amongst whom wasMr. _Kuox’sfamily,
ten in number, the largest family that came out and the most re-
s]~ectable. Mr. Knox brought ;~vith him hid wife and daughter,
hls mother and step-father, besides nephew s and n/ecea, but it is
lamentable to know that this interesting and promising family
have nearly all pa.~.~l away to their eternal home in less than
three months, leaving behind them the daughter end some of the
children to stem the troubles of this world in a strange land. Mr.
Knox came out to Africa quite prepared for agricultural pursuits,
bringing with him cotton and other seeds, and had beguu clearing
land to commence planting, when he took ill. His wife died
eleven days before’him.
A newapaper is started at Mourovia cMled the Afrfean I?~.

lmbli¢, another at Grand Baz<.a ealhd the .Peopl~ of,~aua.
Three petitions are being got up in Cal~o l~almas by the

citizens to present to the Hou~ of 8enatea and Representatives.
The first ia to pray for increased duties on ardent spirits, which
may bethe means abolishing the selling of ardent spirits in the
counh-y. The second, to p~ay that a large receptacle for the
emigrants, with good accommodations, may be built. The third,
for a ~epeaI of that law in the comfitufion preventing white men
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from holding properties, and giving equal righla to people of all
nat~oe% whatever their colour, rank, or position, so that foreign
eapits]a may come into Liberia, and that abe may be brought to"
the position she ought to have been brought to years ago,
The two housed of legislature will meet next month.
The Honourablo and Rev. James Payno has been elected Presi-

dent of Liberia, and the Hen durable Joseph T. Gibson, V/co-Presi-
dent. The Honourab]e J. B. Dennis has been elected senator for
Cape Palmas Mayland County, vice the Honoursble Charlea
Henry Harman, who has been appointed Governor. The
Honourablo James M. Thompson, the Honourable Daniel F. Wil-
son, the Honourable Ausburn Tubman have beeu elected reprs-
~entatives for Cape Palmas Mayland Country.

(hr2y era PelfS{an to .dmencl th~ ~ondittd¢~n of E(~tr(a.
To the Honourable Senate and the House of Representatives of

the Republic of Liberia.
Your humble petitioner~ most respectfully represent that

whereas the eoloured man is now acknowledged by all civilized
people and nations to be susceptible of as high degree of cul-
ture and improvement as other 1~ople.
And. whereas he is now also admitted to citizenship in all

civilized countries on the same condition that the white man is,
and in order to sustain our membership in the great family of
of nationality with respect and dignity we should allow others
the same advantege iu our country as they give us iu theirs.
And whereas our forefathers in forming our constitution made

it to suit the condition of things at that time, but now needs a little
amendment so that it may better answer ihe purpose of present
and future generations.
Therefore your humble petitioners most respectfully pray your

honourable body to consider and submit to the citizens of Lil)e~a
the amendment of our constitution~that is to say, that the two
lastwords iu the third line and the whole of the fourth liue of
tha 13th section of the fifth article of the Constitufiou of the Re-
publio of Liberia be so altered and ameuded es to read : "Not-
withstanding any person without regard to eolour may be ed-
mitred, to citizenship in this republic," for which your petitioners
will ever pray.
Cape Palmas Mayland County,

November 9, 1867.

THE CHAROE OF MURDER AGAINST THE L£TE
COLONEL CON-RAN.

TO 9t’B:B I~II~R 0~’ ~ &F’M.ICA2T ~[~tIT_.~.
Cape Coast, October 16, 1867.

Sir,-~-I notice that there has been some correspondence
in your journal r~peeting the murder of one Quahmina
Crent~il, a native of Cape Coast. The facts of the case are
simply tha.~: On the evening of tha 4th September, 1864, a
very slight quarrel took place in this town betweeu two sol,era
of the 4th West India Regiment and some natives. One of the
soldiers was severely beaten, and very deservedly .so. The
troops had been for a long time in the habit cf systematically ill-
treating the people, beating them, plundering their goods in the
market-place, and other irregularities. On the evening in ques-
tion, when it was kuovra that a quarrel had taken place, and
that a soldier had been beaten, a number of other soldiers rushed
to the spot where the disturbance had commenced and joined.
A scuffle ensued, and stoned begau to £5 about. It has never
been ascertained which side threw the~ first stone. No great
mischief was done. But shortly after the throwing of stones,
the greater part of the gurrisen came out, under command of
Major Ivey, and began to kill and wound every end they could
fiud. Some soldiers broke open the little hut of a respectable

~oung man named John Sanaiz, stabbed him in bed, draggedm out through the window, pulled him along the grofiud for
thirty-six yards, then killed him with blows of the butt-ends of
their guns and stabs of bayonets. One man was quietly eating his
supper wheu some soldiers eared up and stabbed him to death,
andthrew hisbody into the sen. Ibelieve six people were. kil/¢d,
and I think ~ty-eight wounded. I was the foreman of the jury
on the inquest held on the body of John Ssnaiz. Mr. M. Dearly,
naymaster of the 4th West India Regiment, was coroner, and he
xnade strong efforts to induce us not to bnng m a verdtct of
murder. 0no of the murderers was identified very remarkably,
and we brought in a verdict of murder against him, dud others
unknown. He was tried, found guilty on the clearest evidence,
and ~antenced to death. Colonel Conran commuted the sentence
to imprisonment for life, and he was released last ~u!y "and sent
to Sierra Leone. Qaahmina Crentsil was a gold-taker;.in the
service of the late Mr. H. Burned. He was returning to nts own
house from his master’s at seven P.x. on the fatal day, and
being met by a small party of soldiers, was attacked and
wounded, and Colonel Coozan just then coming up, commanded
him to be tied with his own undercloth, .and, wounded an~
bleedb~ as he was, to be thus drs~ to pnson~ atong
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the ground, ob~rve, like the carcase era l/east. Such was his
deposition the day before he died; a deposition taken by William
Cleaver,. Esq., 3.P, in my presence. I Doted as attorney on
behalf of the dying man’s family on the occasion, and it was I
who went to call Mr. Cleaver to go and take the deposition.
Crentsil distinctly aud in terms stated that Colonel Conran
caused him to be killed.. Mr. Cleaver questioned end cross-
questioned, examined and crop.examined Crentsil on this sub-
jeer, till the man sctuallygot.avgry. He was perfectly sensible.
Mr. Cleaver, apparently anxlous to be certain that the man w as
not wandering in his mind. tested his powers, and asked him to
name and recognize several persons in the room, which he did as
readily as Mr. Cleaver him~lf could have done. I have since
thenpublicly accused Colonel Conrsn in the Court of having
"killed this man. He did kill him. I applied to Chief 3ustiee
Barry for warrants to apprehend Colonel Conran and others, his
of~cors, on a charge of murder; but Mr. Barry replied that he
had no authority. Mr. Cleaver is no doubt cognizant of the fact
that Crentsil’s deposition was destroyed. But I am under the
necessity of expressing my exceeding astonishment at Mr.
Cleaver’s letter in your journal, denying that the late Qoahmina
Crentsil deposed on his deathbed that Colonel Conran ordered
him to be killed. I a./sert that Quahmina Cren~il did say re,
and that Mr. Cleaver has made a mistake.--Yours, &c.,CHAnLXS ]3A~.xgt~xtAN.

GOOD BELATIONS WITH ASHANTEE: HOW TO
ltESTOBE AND MAINTA1N THEM.

Tn_z following suggestions on this important Subject have been
madeby of~e long resident on the Gold Coast. Peace relations
with Ashantee and a constantly opeu trade are of vital moment
as regards revenue and the general well-being of the Protecorate,
and we readily inse=t the following, as we should nay other sug-
gestions emanating from similar sources. We oh.all exami.ue the
-practicability of this and oth~x Suggestionson another occasion :~

"It is-only by constant and frequent communication with
Ashantce aud other barbarous.tribes that we can hope to bring
about that state of things that will redound to 1he honour of
England, and I have often wondered why the chief of the execu-
tive here has not attempted E’ome-effective means for this
end. I would suggest the following: Let a well-paid consular
agent be stationed at Kumasi,~ with Prince Anseh~ as in-
terpreter ; let their salary be in keeping with. England s d~gnity,
and I ira=glue schools and other missionary work would then
commence in earnest in Ashantee. But it would be necessary
that the King should also be induced to send us a consul or ~gent,
who ought to be well treated, and made acquainted with the re-
finements of Europoau life. He should not be an ordinary chief
or captain, but one of Ashautse’s nobles, because there are many
there. With this guarautee here, our Administrator could with
¯ every, safety visit A~hantee, nnddisplay, in a dignified and grace-
ful manner, the refined customs of Europe. The Africans are
very ire[ratine, and, depend upon it, good--real good--would be the
result, such good as would outweigh 5,000L per annum, if ex-
pended in the manner it ought to be. Let a trial be made for
tlve ~eara, and mark the result.--Ycurs !ruly,

"CAPS CoAst."

zo she znxrox oz zns ),galCAW Zl~.
Cape Coast, West Africa, November 7, 1867.

Sir,--The "ffcnourable :Francis Chapman Grant has been
appointed by his Excellency the Administrator to be .Acting
Chief Magistrate and Assessor during the ab~nee of Mr. W.
Parker, who left Cape Coast only a few months after his arrival,
on sick leave. This commends itself to all as a most judicious
and proper appointmedt, Mr. Grant. having. .° ften been, .called,
upon to perform the duties of Chief 3usttco zn Her Ysjeaty s
late Supreme Court, during the dbsence of the Chief Justices of
that Court, and on all those occasions discharging his duty in a
most praiseworthy and independent manner, giving unmistakable
proofs that he is not oue of those who degrade their high position
by listening "to vile news gossips, and arriving at all their
,t~ions accordingly" Mr. Grant is abuse those discreditable
prsctices, and hence it zs that he has boca so often chore
perform the difficult task of dispensing justice in the High Courts
ou the Gold Coast. Mr. Ussher has been fortunate in obtaining
Mr. Grant’s valuable services, and while congratulating him
upon it, we cannot help expressing our sympathy with him in
the great disgrace that is being brought oR the Courts of justice
here by the admission of illiterate and improper persons as
pleaders in Her Majesty’s Courts of justice. !t is notorious
that one of these an-called pleaders’was only a year or two ago
obliged toffee from Sierra leone to the Rivers in consequence of

[ ; The capital of Ash=ntee.--EI). A.T.An educated ~hJntee prince of the blood.--EI). A.T.
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being adjudged by the Court there a fraudulent bankrupt. After
¯ " some time at Bonn , he-fouad his way to Caperemaining Y .......

Coast, where he managed to earn a l~recarlous hying by employ.
meat in a merchant s store, from which, however, his disgrace(ul
conduct and incapacity Eoon compelled his dismissal. Then for
two years it was a matter of surprise how he existed, par-
ticularly as he had no education, or any natural talent beyond an
----~-" .........’-^~ iu o-enino ~in bdttles At last, to theex~T&ol-uzuu[$ V2Ll-mLtuv-,’-~o ~" 0 0 " "

astonishment of the public, he was permitted by the authorities
here (through a remarkable coincidence) to appear iu Her
Majesty’s Courts of law as a pleader--yes,, a ~./ea&r, an .ads .ocate
to expound English law, in a language he does no~ unoerstana
and cannot write or speak correctly !
Of course, if such a person was favoured with the privilege of

being a special pleader in au enlightened commnnity it would
not be very long before he found his level, and would, of neck.
sity, have to adopt some calling more suited to his capabilities.
But in Africa it is not so. If the Governmeut choose to re.
eognize a monkey as a pleader there are-to be found a great
many poor illiterate bush people who would gladly avail them-
selves of that monkey’s services, and would as rea~lily weigh oat
their gold-dust to him as they would to a qualified barrister from
Lincoln’s-inn or the Temple. Such being the case, I do not think
the Government are justified in letticg loose upon ah.ignorant
and gullible community men whose education and _talent are
only in keeping with the animal above’referred to; and, in prooh
I crave your kind indulgence while I relate a ~ond-fid$ case.
A criminal was sentenced, some eighteen months ago, to two

years hard labour. Some time in July last, a pleader of Mr.
Parker’s Court at Cape Coast obtained a pa~s to Visit the con-
vict, who was then undergoing hi~ sentence in chains. The
ples’der or advocate, having obtained access to the pri~uer’s cell_,
produced a promissory note on demand, already made out, and
requiring only the convict’s s]gnature,’whieh the pleader ob-
tained by informing the convict that he possesses grcaz in-
fluence with the Governor, and if he would only sign the docu-
ment he would be sure to obtain" his immediate release. The
pleader having put the convict’s promissory note on demand in
his pocket, bids adieu to the.expeetaut criminal From July to
October nothing was seen of the pleader~ by the convict. In
October, the Administrator, as usual, inspected the gaol books,
and, on the representations of the Inspector of Prison% the poor
convict had the remainder of his sentence remitted by the
clemency of his Excellency, and was set at liberty. His fird;
thoughts, of course, were of home ; thither he hastened his steps,
but fancy his horror and disappointment when, before he had got
half-way, he’was Overtaken by a policeman, and, by’virtue of a
writ in ~aeditatiom fugue, at tTae instance of this distinguished
pleader, was again taken and lodged in the prison until he could
satisfy an alleged claim of 8L, brought by the pleader for obtain-
ing his relea~. The newly-made prisoner petitioned his Excel-
lency the Administrator, and laid before him the hardship of his
ease. It then turned out that the "prisoner owed his release
to his Excellenoy’s own ob~rvations, aided by the Inspector of
Prisons’ report, as to his good conduct, and, therefore, that this
distingu~slled pleader was doing nothing more nor less than a
little extortion, or, in olher words, endeavouring to obtain, by
false pretenees, a sum of 8/. from an unfortunate convict.
His Excellency was naturally greatly incensed at the conduct

of the.pleader, and, I believe, has ordered him to be interdicted
from ever pleading, or rather from ever attempting to plead, in
Her Majesty’s Courts again ; and I am sure you will ag~e with
me that if a man guilty of such villany under the garb of law
is ever again permitted to dis~ace Her Majesty’s Courts, that
so.called Court of Justice will be a Court of Infamy.
It is purely out of respect to lq’er Mojestfs Courts that I have

entered into these particular*, in the hope that Mr. U~her’s
usually watchful eye will glance at the~e lines, and that he will
apply a remedy to such a crying evil.--I am, dear Mr. Editor,
yours respectfully, " 1~ B---"-

REI~UGEES SENT BACK TO ASKANTEE.
xo zn~ ~nr~oR o~ zas ~alc~ xram.

Cape Coast, November 9.
Sir,--Aa a supplement towhat I wrote you last mail, I have

now to report that, through the indrumentality of Mr. Thos.
Hughes, of this town, a lot of Ashantce refugees have been given
up (though very reluctantly) by the bush chiefs, and that the
Administrator, Mr. Ussher, has returned them to Kumasi, in
charge of Prince Ansah, who has gong on another visit to hi~
royal relative there. It is hoped and believed that this very jot
and prudent measure of Mr. U$cher’e will tend greatly to ally
tho~ old grievances which have been the source of those un-
friendly relations between Cape Coast and Kumasi, that have
been productive of so much harm to the protectorate and to the
trade of this place with A~hantoo.~Yours truly, W. O,

J
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DACRIFIC!AL MASSACRES IN ASffANTEE.

]~n our last we stated from our correspondents at Cape Coast
that at leaet 1,000 persons had been put to death at K/nnasl, on
o~ca’sion of the death, a few months ago, 27th April, of the old
king, ~ .Dt/a~. By a letter in the lYedtyan Miuionary
M_~aff~,.from the Ray. W. West, at Cape Coast, it is stated
that ~[r. ~Vatts, the Wesleyan agent at Kinnasi, gives the num-
ber of the victims as npwards of 3,000. "They were all
Ash anises, or their Slaves, for though there were several Fantees~
up the’re, detained ever since the commencement of the late
A#hanteo war, not one of these was murdered." The "~udozn,"
during which the horrible tragedies of the killing of those
8,000 victims were enacted, extended over the period of three
months; there was a daily sacrifice of human beings. Ia it not
worth a #tea# ~ffort on the part of a Christian nation so to per-
fect and extend its civilizing agencies in the Gold Coast terri-
to’flea" as that ABhantee m~iy ~ slx~dily brought aide Under their
ifi~t~ene6 ?

G0¥ERNOR BLACKALL’S (~FORTHY/) SUBSTITUTE
I~0R KING AGGERY.

zo ~HZ znrron o~ za.~ ~mc~s ~i~rra.
Cape Coast, October 7, 1867.

8.[r,~Allow me, through the medium of your valuable
columns, to relate a circumstance worthy of attention, as it
is.a worthy fulfilment of what the people of Cape Coast were
to expect in the nomination of Quashie Allah as headman
o~er the native Christian body of this town. This personage
At(ah was installed in office by the eM~f lYut Coast atd~ori/y
oral.y jest five months ago, through the deceptive recommenda-
tion of:a few breken.do~vn chiefs possessing neither common-
salsa nor influence. Quashie Attah, who seemed to fauoy his
alarmed position would be suffieidnt warrant to justify him in
in any case, went on from bad to worse, until at last he has
eventually committed a most barefaced highway robbery upon
four native traders of the town of Denkirah, on the 8th ,Sept.,
at .nine p.~x. This act of depredation was immediately brought
under the notice of the British authority of this place, and a
sI~edy and satisfactory redress was instantaneously given to the
poor traders; I euclose copy of the judgment for publieation.~
I ~remsin, Sir, your obedient servant, A~ns~Prze.

FODOHR.N’T o

Supreme Court, Cape Coast, October 6, 1867.
Eegina u. Chief Quashio Attah.--~lea, lgot Guilty.

Bronght up under a warrant from this court, 0n a charge of
panyarnng and robbing oertain persons and natives of
Denkirah.
ffudgment : Prisoner ordered to pay eighteen days’ expenses

to the men detained to compensate them for loss of time.
:Further, the prisoner is bound over to keep the peace for one
~rear to all Her Britannio MsjesLy’s lieges, and to all the
~a~habitsnts of the Protected Territory, finding two sureties for
~0L each, and ho himself bound over for the ~mo amount.
Eighteen : days’ expenses, at 4s. 6d. per day, 41. ls.; deere%
2s. 6d.; total, 41. 3s. 6d,

(Signed)3. R. T~zoxAs, Acting Chief Magistrate.

: HOPE OF PEACE.
ze THE "RDr~O’R OF ~HE &lrBICA~i" ~’IMF.~.

. ffellah Coffee (Awoonlah), Oct. 6, 186"/.
Bir,~Th0ugh I did not Write to you before, we have seen

hero by your paper how much you felt interested about the nasty
wars that have been going on between this country and its allies
and Adds and its allies ; and I should not write now only I ho.p~
things are going to be settled. Mr. Frceman, fro.m .A.cora, z{
hero. He has been sent by his Excellency the AumimstTator oz
Cape Coast. 11"o came round from Acorn by way of Krobo, and
then down the river Volta to Adds, and from the mouth of the
fiver to this place, and n nice hard journay it must have been as
things now are ; I only hope it may please. God .that he shall
bring about a peace. Everything is getting rcaay mr a grea~
meeting with him and the chiefs of this country, which is to be
held at the king’s town on Satm’day. I am glad to say that, so
far, things look well for peace~ though it was hard to manage;
and so no mor~ till next mall.-=Your% Awoo~IAm

BENIN RIVER.~
~’or come time past there have been troubles and potty warf~e

between the adherents of the principal native authority, Jerry,
and Allures, one of the head chiefs of the Benin country,
arising out of the refusal of Im-y to a~ow ARums to trade
directly with the agents of the European house* carrying on
commercial operations in this ri~er. Alhma hasbeen rather
renowned as a warrior, ~ving been personally vi’~torio.us in some
heavy encounters with other enemies ; and, on me 30m October

¯ Ctlm Cca*t PeeI~e---E~. A. T.

t last, something like a decisive battle was fought between him
and Jerry, in which the latter lost several war canoes, and a
great many of his people. It is to be hoped, iu the interast of
trade, that peace willnow be restored in the Benin for a ~eason.
It can only be for a season, until Christianity obtains a firm foot-
ing in the country ; and we are sorry to say that very little, if,
indeed, anything, has yet been done in this direction.

TROUBLES IN THE NIGER--THE BISHOP DETAINED
AND HELD TO RANSOM AT IDDA~THE YIOE-CON-
8UL KILLED BY THE NATIVES.
The very inaccurate accounts given in the daily press after

the arrival of the Mandingo of "the (roubIes iu the Niger
have beeu employed for casting ridicule upon the Bishop and
upon the exertions of those who are stridng for the evangeliza-
tion of Africa. Tho Bishop was represented as "skedaddling"
in a very undignified wa); and as if regardle.m of nothing but
his own escape from the unpleasantnesses to which he had been
subject. The real facts of the case, which are as follows, do not
warrant any such inference:-
Bishop Crowther, who has established several minion-stations

in the Niger since he was consecrated bishop of those countries,
lately visited~for the third or fourth time, we beHeve--Idds, a
town some short distance from Lukoja (at the confluence of the
Niger and Tsadda), in the hope of founding another station
there. The native~, however, made a prisoner of him, and sent
a m~sege to the British Consul at Lukoja, demanding the value
of 1,000 slaves--/, a., 1,000/.--for his retease. The West
African Company’s steamer Thomas Baz]ey having just returned
there fromEggs, the Consul, instead of going himself on this
delicate busiues~, dispatched Mr. Fell (who had been acting as
Vice-consul there before his arrival) iu the Thomas Bazley,
on the 27th ~eptember, together with several traders who
offered their services, to demaud the Bishop. Oa landing at
0ko 0kein, they proceeded to the Bishop’s hut, aud after an
interview with the Bishop, "all except the Bishop aud his two
sons, who remained with their father, proceeded to the dwel|ing
of the Abokko of Idda. Their demand that the Bishop should
be given up to them having been refused by the Abokko, they
returned to the Bishop’s hut. AlL the Bishop included, then
made for the ship’s boat, which had been left in a creek. They
had scarcely reached the boat when the natives began to fire at
them with poisoned arrows, Gnu of which-pierced ~Ir. leell’s
right side, and caused his death a few hours after. The boat had
great dif~culty in getting through the creek, tha water in which is
very shallow, but she was at 1sat gotinto tha stream, the passen-
gers, &c., in the beat using their weapons to defend themselves in
their retreat, wMeh tltty wou?d no~ ~ar~ ,urcee&d in effectin$ had
not the captain of the Thomas BazIey, Mr. Thomas Lewis,
opened fire on the natives from a two.pounder earronade and
some rifles. By this timely interference alone were they saved
from destruction.
Oko Okein (Idda) is distant about forty miles below the con-

fluence (Lukoja).

OLD CALABAR.
~re regret to state that the barbarous massacres in tha 17iver,

against which the missionaries aud traders had so energetically
protested and struggle~, ~ recbrded in our last, did not
terminate with the revue of the intended victims, so praise-
worthily forwarded to Fernando Po by the African mail steam-
ship. The murders were recommenced by King Archibong in
0otober, twenty-four victims, many of whom were very young,
having been butchered. What makes the case more distressing
is the fact that many of the poor wretches who perished .wera
bsselv betray’or into Archibong’s hands by surrouuding chiefs to
_~..5" ,~.^. ~ad fled and who had promised to proteot them.
F; p%’t2o missinn;ries and trade have agaiu augerS1
in rescuing four doomed creatures from the very jaws of death.
A man, a woman, and two children were forcibly taken from a
native house, where the adults were found heavily ironed, and
asrely got on board the ships in th.~ river. King tA:hib~:~ ~:n:
a letter demau~ng the return of the intenaea v c ;
meeting el the Europeans it was of course reselved not to give
up the poor creatures, but that they be sent out of the country
to preserve their lives." A letter was drawn up at the meeting
and sent to Axchibong, assuring him that if he did not give up
the bloody and barbarous customs which he was pursuing, the
Europeans would be compelled to take the strongest measuree in
their power to compel him to do co. Great praise is duo to the
European traders for their vigorous and courageous couduct in
t~e capture of the victims, and abe for protecting and providing
for thesa houseless wanderers till they were got ant of the
country. Captain Lowry, of the Royal Mail Steamship Man-
dingo, kindly conveyed them free cf charge to I~ernando Po, for
which a wry proper letter of thanks was tent to him, signed by
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the following missionaries and traders: W. Anderson, D. E.
Lewis, D. Kinlocb, IL 3[. 3[’Cormiek, H. R. Adam, Y. C. White,
:Robert 3[urray, J. A. Wilson, J. Neieb, jun., E. Hird, R. tIird,
Aaron Ellis, D. J. B. Jan~ng, W. Haining, A. $1inns, John
Kowison, M.D

CAPE COAST FE~fALE NATIVE SOHOOD.
Mrs. Joseph Moseley gratefully acknowledges the following :-

Amount already published ¯ £473 4 3
Samuel Morley, Esq. ̄ 25 0 0
T. G. Briscoe, Esq., M.P. 10 0 0
Miss Benwell’s Collection ¯ 2 10 0
Mrs. Richardson (Newcastle) 1 0 0
Miss :Flora Meid , 0 10 0

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.
O~ting to extreme pre~s of matter, sereral laters and pa2era are again
unarohlably podponed.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. PRICE 5d., STAMPED.
You are eartm.~tlv requested to allow your name to bo added to the

listofyeartysub-~cr’ibers. Price 5s. per annum for each copy, payable
in adrauee.

MONDAY, DEGEM.BER 23, 1867.

SUBSCRIPTIONS, ETC., RECEIVED FOR " AFRICAN
TIMES."

P, ev. J. Robbin, 10s.; Mr. Ellis Edwards, be.; Mr. H. B.
~lohnson, 7s. ld.; Thomas B. Wright, 5s.: 3~r. ~. B. Cnrrol,
6s.; Mr. Isaac C.Coll, Is. 2s.; Mr. W. O. Bruce, fie.

MISCELLANEA.
Osnom’;g, December 20.~After the meeting of the Privy

Council, Arthur Edward Kennedy, Esq., C.B., Governor of the
¯ " " ’ rWest Afrtcan Settlements, was introduced to Her Majesty s p e-

sence by Lord Claud Hamilton, and received the honour of"
knighthood.
D~. SnzRwooD.--This gentleman is no longer connected in

his professional position with the Coast of Africa. The Colonial-
office has dispensed with his services. To whatever portion of
the coast we look, the enemies of the black race are being weeded
out.
Governor Blackall arrived at Sierra Leone by the Athenian,

an8 lauded without the ordinary guard of honour.
It is stated that 6,000 pouuds of cotton were picked in a single

day lately, by eighteen negroes, on a plantation in Georgia.
I~rPonrs a.’,’v Execute Facet a~ zo Balnsu a~n NaTlv~

Wr.s~ Avam:t ~aox J~v 1 To Oeronza 1, 1807.--Im-
ports: From native port% 1,033,0001.; British p~ssessions,
279,0001.; gold, 13b,000l. Exports: To British and native
ports, British manufacture% 1,100,000L

:EUROPEAN POLITICS.
Smo~ our last these have entered on a new phase. The Emperor
of the French b ~s, by his Ministers in the Legislative Chambers,
stated most distinctly that Italy wiU not be allowed to take
possession of Rome, and that the temporal power of the Pope
shall be continued in tho~ provinces which still remain under
his rule. The Italian Chambers reassert that Rome must and
shall be the capital of Italy, but Italy will bide her time. The
Russian and Prussian press are strong in denouncing the position
taken up by the Emperor of the French in the affairs of the
Continent, and his alliance with Austria; and all the principal
:European States are perfecting their armaments.

LAGOS AND ABEOKUTA.
Ax extreme press of matter compels us to defer our article on
the late heathen uprising in Abeokut% and the relations of that
place with Her Majesty’s colony of Lagos.

CtIRISTA[AS AND NEW YEAR.
FOR the serenff~ time we have the pleasure of offering the
compliments of the season to our subscribers, and assuring
them of our ~arne~t good wishes for their prosperity and
happiness. On such occasions it is oar duty to stimulate
them to exertion on behalf of that Affix, of Christian
civilization in which many of them are "the first-fruits.

TIRE. AFRICAN TIMES. IDle. 28, 1867.

The year now ending has not been such an one as we
could have desired..It has been one of continued trouble
and uneasiness in England and in Europe generally, the
disastrous results of the complications and financial storms
of 1866 having by no means passed away, and new
elements of discord and war cropping up ~ontlnually.
The hearts of men are indeed" failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming upen the
earth." And there has been nothing in Africa to call for
rejoicing, but, on the contrary, much to call for grief ancl
discouragement; did we not feel always that God’s coun~l
must stand, and that the day of African redemption from
the cruel slavery of heathenism and error cannot be very
far distant. The action of the British authoritlea on the
West Coast generally has not been such ~ could tend to
native progress; and heathen violence has ~of late been
conspicuous, even where there might have been supposed
to exist the strongest reasons for heathenism remaining
quiescent, though obstinate against that civilization on
which the future of all the African countries depends.
When casting our regards over the whole earth, and find-
ing trouble, disquietude, war aud bloodshed or the fear of
these, misery, and violence almost everywhere, with no
land, not even our own favoured one, of which we can say
there at least all is stable, all firm and assured, we feel how
well it is that there should be regular periods for especially
recalling to the thoughts of all men in countries where the
Gospel of L/fe is known, that there is a glorious P~mcs OF
Pz.,,cs who is also the U~IVm~SAL LOxv, and who for the
carrying out eventually of His great purposes overrules and
will overrule all the actions of sinful men, and make them
co-operative to HIS praise. Amid all the disputes of
nations, all the turmoils and fears of war, the daily holo-
causts to Satan, the wild and daring a0tivity of evil, and
the comparatively timid, feeble, and lukewarm efforts for
good, it is our happiness, aud that of all true Christian%
to feel that "t~e Lord God Omnipotent reignel£" To
work, then, fellow-labourers, whether British or African;
the more Satan stirs up strife in and~ among so-called
Christian nations and peoples, the more he lashes the-
[heathen to fury against the advancing t~th, the more
trouble and darkness gather around us--so much the more
do we need to show earnestness and vigour for God and
good, instead of that indifferentism and apathy which have
but too much prevailed among us. Let the coming 1868
be a year of energy with us ; let selfishness be checked ;
let indolence be cast aside; let us show that we are in
earnest for what we profess to d e,~ire, and by the blessin" g
of God upon our humble, and willing, and loving service,
we may have, when again celebrating the advent of the
Incarnate Lord, to rejoice over victories gained and
conquests achieved for Him, and that increase of human
happiness obtained which ever attends His triumphs.
Again we wish a happy Christmas and New Year to all.

GOVERNOR SIP. ARTHUR E. KENNEDY, C.B.
W~ hope the Colonial.office have conferred a good
Christmas and New Year’s gif~ on West Africa by the
appointment of Sir Arthur E. Kennedy, C.B., to be
Governor.in.Chief there. Never was a removal more
necessary than that of Major Blackett. He had become
an impossibility. But the removal of a bad Governordn-
Chief did not necessarily imply the appointment of a good
one; aud wo must confess to having fel~ great fears and aF"
preheuslous that some unhappy influence might prevail,
and West Africa be doomed to struggle on for another
term under some favoured incapable, or some new enemy
of her people. We were therefore greatly relieved when
we heard of Mr. Kennedy having accep6ed the past,

: " L.
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because his antecedents are such as give us reasonable
ground of hope that under his rule much that is evil and
unjust, and that impedes good, will disappear. Our
readers know very well that we are not systematic wor-
shippers of the rising sun ; we are not about to praise
Sir A. Kennedy by anticipation; it may be that we shall
differ in opinion with him, or that the policy he may be
charged to carry out may not be such as we think would
be best for Africa ; all that we can now say is that we
think we are justified in hoping for good to Africa through
him. A conciliatory bat firm and decided polley is now
imperatively called for both on the Gold Coast and at
Lutes; the development of great resources, and the con-
tinued advance of Christian civilization, depend on this :
th0 Gambia requires a thorough revival ; a reform in the
expenditure of the revenues of Sierra Leone, the sanitary
improvement of ~’h~etown, the admission of the educated
natives to a real share in the administration of thelr affairs,
and the promotion of education and of useful public Works,
are required, both as a matter0f justice and of good policy.
~V’o have heard that there, is an energy of character in
(~overnor Kennedy to carry out such changes, should he
think them right, and find them practicable, notwith-
standing any amount of official opposition he may en-
counter from the old lovers and upholders of abuses on the
Coast. We do not think he would have allotted an addi.
tional 300L a-year to the Rev. ~fr. Hartshorn, the Colo-
nial, Army, Navy, and Gaol Chaplain (we forgot the Gaol
in our last number), that he might supervise the ex-
pendlture of 290L a-year on education. Unless we are
mttch mistaken, he would not consider this to be just
toward the colony; or, if a new: office with 300L a-year
~!ary were indispenmble, he would not think it right to
]pile this up on a previous 7001. or 800L a-year, while there
are unsalaried gentlemen in the colony quite as well able,
if not bette,; to perform its duties than Mr. Hartshma~,
and with more leisure than he can have if he faithfully
performs those of his several chaplainships. We hope
1868, the~refore, will see some more filth swept out of the
old Augean stable--and "No jobs," an~l "Equal justice
to Natives and Europeans," inscribed on the offi. eia| b.an.n~r
of West Africa.

JUSTICE "WITHOUT JURIES.
TH~ administration of justice without juries, in all places
except where it is intended as an instrument of tyranny,
]presupposes a degree of perfectibility in human beings,
when intrusted with power, to which they~ rarely attain.
~Where it is intended as an instrument of tyranny, there,
vf course, the thing is simple enough ; but where there is
no such intention, we are at a loss to conceive how any
reksonable person can for a moment suppose that one man,
called a judge, or assessor, or what you please, will be
more eystematicaUy honest, upright, and unprejudiced,
than twelve men ~ jurors--the judge being a permanent
o~, the jurors a Varying many. On the very face of it,
such a supposition:is absurd ; even in countries with open
courts, watchful reporters, published evidence, and a bold
and honest daily press, the experiment must be an unsafe
one; but ia those where such checks and safeguards
either do not exist at all, or exist in a very imperfect
~tate, it can only be looked upon as unmitigatedly bad.
And of all countries in which to introduce it--not, be it
observed, as a first effort toward the regular administration
of justice, but as an imtitution founded on the ruins of a
wantonly.destroyed jury system--those of Western Africa
are about the last in which any good could be hoped from
it. Why, the influences are so adverse there, that one
might as well expect to get delicious fruit" from a tender

peach-tree planted among the ice and snow at the North
Pole. It must, necessarily, have to contend in the colonies
and settlements on the West Coast against beth the do-
moralizing influences of tradition, and those in vigorous,
open activity. It ought, then, to be no matter for wonder
that the administration of justice on the West Coast now
occupies much of our space and attention. The vital in-
terests of all classes there, except the official one, are
mixed up with this question. Since the abolition of trial
by jury in civil causes, the fortunes, and liberty, and it may
be lives of suitors are at the mercy of judges who are sur.
rounded by influences, and placed there under circum.
stances, which continually war against the exercise of a
free, honest, upright, unbiassed judgment. Men are sent
out there from Great Britain with salaries of some 600L
a-year, one-half or two.tMrds of which they feel it right
to spend in life insurance for the benefit of their families
or creditors in the eventoftheir premature decease. They
maybe said, therefore, to be sent out with real ~laries of 200L
or 300/. a-year to places where living is dear for perseus of
European habits--to places where officials are all expected
to hold together, whether right, or wrong--to places where
the most prominent residents exercise a’large hospitality
very convenient for officials of small incomes, and where to
serve one’s friends and to "come down upon one’s
enemies" is considered to be s matter of course. Is it any
wonder, then, that in such places a losing party in a suit
should keenly scrutinize every circumstance that it may be
supposed could possibly have had au influence iu the de-
cision ? And where this is continually going on, can there be
any real respect felt for the so.called administration of jus-
tice F We have been compelled to bring again before our
reader~ the case of Good v. l~inlason, which has been partially
exposedin our twolast numbers. Wesaid in ourlastthat
the evidence was iu our hands, but in consequence of the
difficulties placed in the way of obtaining an official copy
from the Court, the judgment as recorded did not reach us
till the present month. Our space would not allow of our
publishing all the evidence ; but this is quite uuimpertant,
because the charge of publication of the alleged libel being
admitted, and justification pleaded, the whole case turned

-- : ’ -~-~,o+ho,. +~,.~ ~laintiff’~ fire, wif~ w.a~upon me point ox , ..........
alive when he remarried. The o~Iy attempted pr6*.# o~
he," death was a letter purporting to come from one Caro-
line Morris, of Boston, United States of America, but
bearing only the post-mark of Sierra Leone, in which it
was stated that the wife died in her house. Now this
letter, though received in evidence, was not impounded by
the Court, so that we cannot examine it. But this is of no
consequence. " Sir William Hackett, the then judge, ex-
amined it, and (we are guaranteed thai; every word sent to
us on this subject is exactly correct) said it brought no
conviction to his mind ; it was worth nothing at all (see
page ). It Ks quite clear from this that if Sir William
Hackett had then charged the. jury, he would have lald
down that there was no case, and that they must find for
the defendant. The defendant seems not to have asked
for that decision, because he expected a witness to arrive
on the Coast who could prove the plaintiff’s first wife to be
still olive. But the onus of this proof did not rest on him,
because that of the proof of death rested on the plaintiff.
The cause stood adjourned sine die. Sir William Hackett
is shortly after removed and promoted. Soon, Governor
Blaekall’s censpira~y against the rights and liberties of the
peoplo is crowned with success, and juries in civil causes
are abolished. The office of Judge of the Supreme Court,
held by Hackett~ is also abolished. A new order of things is
established. Instead of a Judge with a 1,O00/. a-year,
there is to be a "Judicisl Assessor and Chief Magistrate,"

I
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with 600/. a-year. 3[r. ~V. A. Parker, of the Scotch Bar,
is appoh~ted, and goes out to Cape Coast. He becomes
the tenant of the plaintiff Good; he is in habits of fre-
quent friendly intercourse with him, being at the same
time at var/anco with the defendant. The cause was first
heard before Judge Hackett in August, 1866. Mr.
Parker arrived on the Coast in January, 1867’. There is
no revival of the cause ; no summons by the Court to the
parties to proceed in it. July, 1867, arrives. /fir. Parker’s
health is so seriously affected, that it is evident he must leave
the Coast for a whil~ to re-establish it. He is to go by the
mail steamer about the 8th or 10th of August. On the
let August, in the morning, he sends round a summons
to attend his Court at twelve that day for hearing judg-
ments ia pending causes. We omit all the details, and
merely slate that he did, then and there, taking, it Js
alleged, the defendant altogether by surprise, deliver the
judgment complained of, by which he gave the plaintiff
the full amonnt of damages lald iu the suit 200/, and 10/.
costs, upon which judgment the defendant was soon after
thrown into prison, where he vow remains, unable to
appeal to the Supreme Court at Sierra Leone because
quite destitute "of means, as Judge Parker well
knew, to give the necessary seearity, he having shortly
before received his certificate of insolvency from BIx.
Parker’s Court. Here are the main facts: In our last,
page 54, we gave the defendaut’s petition to the Governor-
in-Chief; and now, page 73, we give Six William Hackett’s
observations, &c., and Mr. Parker’s judgment, as extracted
from the books of the Cour~ by the proper officer. We are
not satisfied with that judgment any more then the incar-
cerated defendant is ; we are not satisfied either with it or
with the eircttmstauces under which it was delivered. It
gives us the impression of a judgment by surprise ; and a
judgment by surprise is au iniquity. We maintain that
no jury would have given a verdlct of guilty, much less
200/. damages. Why had not the plaintiff in all that long
delay of which Judge Parker complains iu his judgment--
why had not the plaintiff in all that long time obtained a
certificate of his first wife’s death from Boston, if she died
in the house and at the time stated in the unimpounded
letter he brought at first as evidence before Sir ~V. Hac-
kerr., and which Judge ttaekett condemned ? He could
have got it very well in sk~ months, much more in twelve
months, and was not, according to our view, entitled to
damages until lie had obtained it. We maintain, further,
that Judge Parker had no right to treat as evidence
that letter upon which he grounds his decision. It has
never been impounded, is still in possession of the
plaintiff, if it any longer exists, and was not legally before
the Court when the judgment was pronounced. But
whether we are right or wrong in this, we are ¢.ertaiuly
justified in asking, Is the admiuistmtion of justice in the
West Coast Settlements placed on a satisfactory footing by
the now existing regulations ? "We maintain that it is not ;
and that to affirm the contrary is au insult to common
sense. We have another case before us that confirms our
view, although the jury question is net mixed up with it.
Mr. Chalmers, also of the Scotch Bar, Judicial Assessor
and Chief Magistrate at the Gamble, allowed, some short
time a~, judgment to be signed on a bill of exchange at
the instance of a native acting there as an attorney and
pleader, who also obtained a decision of the same judge
by which nn alleg~l debtor, detained in prison on the suit
of Thomas Brown and Co., was set free. Mr. Brown
was then absent iu Englaud. He returns to the colony.
He is a merchant who, although not holding by any
means the first position in the colony, was recommended
by Colonel D’A .,~y to be, and thereforQ is, the only mercan-
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tile member of the Legislative Council, and was also.,be,
fore ~Ir. Chalmers arrived, Acting Chief Justice. ]tlr.
Brown is furious against this native attorneyfor freeing
his debtor, and takes up the case of the person against
whom the native attorney had obtained judgment as above
mentioned. Contrary to express regulations iS, Sierra
Leone, and to former usage in the Gambia, ]Kr. Chalme.rs
allows this European merchant, member of the Leghla-
tire Council, and ex-Supreme Judge, &o., to appear in his
Court for that person--to add to his other titles that of a
pettifogging attorney. In this calJaoity he moves to. ~t
aside the judgment ; the native attorney appears to defend~

it.. ~elf.an-hour before the case is to be heard, ~r. Chal,
mere and Mr. Brown have a meeting at another Europ~. a
merch~int’s’house--the employer of the ilidividual again.s(;
whom judgment had been signed. Mr. Chalmers comes
into Court and pronounces for :Mr. Brown. We do not
say, we do not car% whether Sir. C%almers was tightor
wrong in thtis setting aside the judgment before obtained
in his Court ; but we do say that he ought never¯ to have,
allowed a person in ZIr. Brown’s position to appear am:I-
practise as an attorney, that he ought to have avold:e! a’
previous interview with ~Ir. Brown, and tha~ justlc~, even-
supposing it to be pure and perfeet jt~qc% does not:
occupy a position to insure respect when thus administe .re.d.,
There must be a change of aystelh ; but, meanwhile, how
is it to be decided whether the defendant in Good v. Fin,.
lason is rightfully in prison ? and how is he to be re-
lieved, if, as we believe, the judgment against him was
wrongfully given ?

|

CAPTAIN NESS, 4r~ WEST INDIA~ REGIMENT. "
WE hear with de~-p regret that the Gold Coast has lost the.
services af Lieutenant Nose, ofthe let West India Regiment,
who has returned to England in the bi-naonthly steamer which
]arrived on the 18th inst., having eueeeeded by purchase to a
captaincy in the 4th West India :Regiment. We gave an account
in our last of Captain Ness’s judicious and effective a;r.mh~7
monte in an expedition to Ningo and Pram Pram, since wnien e
has settled a very serious dispute at Akmpeng between the King
and one of his principal chiefs, by which eminent services he h~
re.established the authority of the British Govemmentin those_
parts of the country. ?

RIOTS AND DESTRUOTION OF MISSIONARY PI~0PERTX"
IN ABEOKUTA.

zo ~az zmroa o~ zn~z ~e~ zmr~.
I, agos, October 21, 1867.

Sir,--I am deeply grieved to communicate, as you Will be
sorry to hear, that on Sunday, the 13th inst., there were serloua
riots in Aheckuta, when the residences of the European mis-
sionaries were nttscked and plundered by th.e mob. I cannbt
now enter into full details, which will be sent to you by new
mail, as well as general information of the exciting causes which
led to this sad catastrophe. I shall only briefly say hem that
these riotous acts are attributedto a suspicion in the minds of this
ignorant people of hostile proceedings on the part of the Ad-
ministrator of Logo% which they say the missioimrles in Abee-
kuta hare eanctioned, although they must be detrimental to the
progress of their great work mad the interests of the country at
large, as otherwise they would have represented the injusti~ of
such proceedings to their Queen, who is so much disposed to
peace; and ~dd, that ~hile they have enemies without their
wall.,, they will not keep one within.
You wi’ll, however, be glad to hear that the Basorun and

principal chiefs are doing their utmost to find end restore the
property that has been robbed from the missloearie*, and that
there is every prospect the rioters will be ~everdy punished--
the most guilty may even be put to death.
It is very unfortunate for the merchants and traders Ofe L~

that these things should have happened, when they
looking forward to the coming seuon for a quiet and pin, us
trade.--Yoars truly,

The Espeir, ~rew guu.vcssel, Captain M. S. L. Peile, arrived
in the Medway on the 17th, from the West Co~t of Africa, to/~
pu~ out of ~mmf~tion. She was commissioned for the We~t Coast
¯ November, 1864,
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REPRESENTATIY~ FOR AFBICA.
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Londo~, November, 1867.
Sir,~To induce a more substauti~l interes~ in the governme.t

of Western Africa by the Colonial-office; to bring more effec-
tually and unhesitatingly their wants and requirements, as well
as their grievauces, before the notice of the proper authorities ;
to effect a thorough and proper government of the poor inhabi-
cauls of that uefoztunate Coast, and to establish a feeling of
interest for them and relating to their affairs in the mind of
some of the higher classes of our population, requites a respon-
sible person to be nominated and paid for by the inhabitants of
the Coast as their official agent in this country. I am sure it
would be a great help to good Governors, us well as to the go.
yarned, by strengthening the hands of the former for carrying
out measures which the immediate and permanent interests of
the latter require.

Canada, New Zealand, and Au~tralia, whilst slruggliag for
existence, had their representative in this country, who by con-
scant work ejected a great change in their administration, and
did more than any other effort could have done, by first creating
an interest in the colonies and ultimately leading to the develop-
ment of their resources. It is by the establishment of an official
agency or commissioner in this country that the much-abused
Western Africa can have that voice which would give effect te
anything written or discussed, with the object of securing the
futurewelfare of its populations.
At a meeting held at --, West Coast, not very.long ego, I

was told that the nomination of such an egeucy was very seriously
discussed, and it was calculated that the sum of 150l. would be
subscribed annually, as thequota of that place, towards defraying
the expence. If Sierra Leone and other parts of the Coast would
undertake to guarantee a eufficicnt sum--say in all from 500/. to
600L a-year--such an agency could at once be attempted, and
the emoar/t of good that would arise from it can only be judged
by what was effeated in other colonies.
I have only to suggest the above for the consideration of those

on that unfortunate Coast, in which I have always taken the
liveliest interest.--Yours, &c., A Co~-sras~ B~Dsa.

ADMINISTRATION OF YUSTICE AT CAPE COAST.
Goonv. F~s~sox.

This cause was entered in the Supreme Court, Sir W. Haekett,
Chief/ustice, on the 15th August, 1866. The cause is thus set
forth "For having falsely, wflfully, and maliciously uttered the~
words in public of, and concerning plaintiff--viz., ’ that plaititiff
.has committed bigamy, and that you are going to prosecute and
¯ put him in the chain gang for bigamy,’ whereby plaintiff’s rope-
.tation aud character have been grievously defamed.Damages,
~001. sterling."
Pka.--General issue and justification--special.
The utterance of the words was established by the plaintiff and

not disputed by the defendant. The plaintiff was known to be
a married man, but in Februoxy, 1865, he received a letter, pur-
portihg to come from Boston, United States, and to be sigued by
one Caroline Morris, stating .that plaintiff’s wife was dead;
whereupon he was married again at Cape Coast to another per-
son. The defendant knew of this letter; and, if its contents
were true, the plaintiff could not have committed the imputed
offence; whereas, if they were not true, and if the first Mrs.
Good ~ero not dead, he had committed it. The plaintiff, on
the heavingof the cause on 15th August, 1866, as above men-
tioned, produced this letter, on which alone he relied for
establishing the death of the first Mrs. 0cod. The case being
closed on both sides; the following (by the document in our
hands, said to be copied from the record of the Court) then took
place.
J’udge Hackett then called ~$r. Good (the plaintiff) up, and

asked him the following question :~ ’ . .
Judge : Mr. Good, I perceive hy this letter of Caroline Morns,

from 81, Jones-street, Boston, that she desired you to write her
again on the subject of your wife’s death, and about your
daughter that was with her. Did you write her again ?
J. W. Good : I did, but never heard from her.
Judge: That is most strange ! I am sorry to say, Mr. Good,

that I have no faith in your letter. It is not worth anything.
It ~ill be very easy for you to prove that your wife really died at
31, Jones.streeh Boston, because you have received a letter
already, and you know where to apply for better proof than has
been l~roduced yet. The hw presumes a person to be alive until
he has been proved to be dead. If this letter had been proved to
be genuine, then the point would be at once settled. Does that
htterbring to my mind that the plalntiff’e first wife is dead? I

¯ must confess it does not. If it had been a genuine one surely
, he must have heard again. I must say that suffident evidence
does not satisfy me that ~e is dead. The party who alleges the

!

death must prove it. In point of fact that letter is not worth
anything. Defendant has stated that a Captain Webber had told
him she was alive. It is just possible that defendant will be
able to prove it. I might refer to the letter having only the
Sierra Leone pest-mark, whilst it hails from Boston, United
State of America. I think, therefore, for the interests of both
parties, that this ease had better be postponed for the arrival af
Captain WaLLer.
Defendant then stated that he expected Captain Webber would

be there in twombnths. It was then postponed for two months.
Subsequently, defendant applied to-have the case postponed

until the arrical of Captain Webber, which was allowed by Judge
IIaekett on Monday, the 20th August, 1866.
Thus ended the case Good e. Finlason until the let August,

1867, when (r/do African ~’rne~, September 1867, p. 30,) his
Honour W. A. Parker, the present chief magistrate, gave judg-
ment, without any re-hearing or further evidence iu Court,
against the defendant, for the full- amount of damages claimed--
viz., 200L, with 10L costs, as follows :--
{~z/.ract frora ~o~ "~ o/the Cot~rt ~y TAo~ .Hutton, Clerk of th~

Court./
:UDO]~ENT IN" THE CAUS!~ eOOD V. I~’NLASON.

Court of Civil and Criminal Justice, Cape Coast, July 27, 1867.
In the action instituted before the said Court in the name and

at the instance of John Waller Good, trader, of Cape Coast, plain-
tiff, against William Charles Finlason, also of Cape Coast, defen-
dant, concluding for damages for defamation, 200/.
His Honour the Chief Magistrate and Assessor, having case-

fully r~ad over and considered the evidence which was led before
his Honour the late Chief.Justice Hackett upon the 15th and
17th days of August, 1866, and which last day the case was
called and reserved for judgment, finds that, upon the 20th day
of August thereafter, on the motion of the defeudant and by
special leave of the Court, the ease was adjourned for the evidence
of one Captain ~osiah Webher, which the defendant undertook to
produce within two months after date, failing which judgment
would be pronounced, finds that, instead of two months, a
period of eleven months had been allowed to elapse without any
apparent attempt to produce the evidence which the defendant
pretended to have iu his power, therefore circumduees’ the terms
for producing this and all other evidence in the cause, and holds
the same as clo~ed accordingly: and on the merits finds that the
evidence led in this cause dtsdosea m ate particulars one of the
most malicious eases of defamation that could be possibly con-
ceived. Yinds that the letter which the plaintiff received from
America was, in so far as there was any means of ascertaining it,
in good and valid piece of evidence of tlie death of the first Mrs.
Good, that it was duly and carefully weighed and considered by
Mr.F: C. Grant, the senior magistrate of Cape Coast, aud also by
the llev. William West, Wesleyan general superintendent, and
that the second marriage of the plaintiff proceeded from the
acknowledged validity of its contents by all part.ice. Finds that
it is sufficiently instructed that, when the defendant was ia the
employment and confidence of the plaintiff, and had actually
taken professional fees from him to promote a suit of divorce
against the first Mrs. Good, who was then supposed to be alive,,
he, the defendant, had for reasons of private malice turned roues
upon his employer, end done what he could to raise aud circulate
a charge of bigamy, &c., against the plaintiff, his former
employer, thereby occasianiag great distress and annoyance to the
plaintiff end his family.
Ca the whole matter decerns against the said W. C. Yinlas0n,

defendant, for the payment of the sum of 200/., as concluded for,
together with 10/., as taxed expenses of process aud as dues of
extract and auditor’s fee, and orders judgment to proceed and go
forth, therefore, accordingly.

(Signed)
W. A. PazKzn, Chief Magistrate and Assessor.

(Extracted from books of Court by Thomas Hutton; Clerk of
Courts.)

Arote.--Upou this judgment the defendant, W. C. Fialsson,
was shortly after arrested, and lodged in prison at Cape Coast, in
which he yet remains. The following correspondence will
explain why the above has only lately reached us.--ED. A.T.

Cape’Coast, West Africa, ,Sept. 10, 1867.
GOOD ~. )’72~’Lir~2¢.

8ir,--Will you be good enough to inform mc whether you
have copied the proceedings in the above cause, as ordered by
the Court and his Excellency the Administrator, aa I am pre-
pared to pay the usual fee for the extracts, and al~ for the judg-
ment in same cause.
I shall also be obliged if you will inform me if you have

applied to his Honour the Acting Chief Mogistrate to compel the
plaintiff in above cause to file with you, ns Cork and registrar, the
letter from Caroline Morris that he produced in Court on the
Lsth August, 1866, to prove his flint wife’s death.
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As these matters me of vital importnr.ce t0 me, I trust that it
will not be necessary for me to apply e.gain to yon--I am, Sir,
your obedient servant, W~. C~As. Fx~zaso,~, Defendant.
To Thomas ttutton, Esq., Clerk and

Registrar, Cape Coast.
Cape Coast, September 17, 1867.

My dear Sir,--I have, as you requested me to do, desired the.
Clerk of Court to give me copies of the papers in tha case Good
r. Einlsaon, and he tells me that he is instructed by Dr. Thomas
not to give up any papers or copies in connexioh with that cause.
Also the letter of Caroline Morris has never been filed in Court,
nor has the original, which is at this moment in the hands of Mr.
Oood.--I am, yours truly, (Signed) A.B. Htrrro.x.
W. C. Finlason, Esq., Cape Coast.

A.nD’ENDA.

It is furlher slated to us by the defendant (but of this we
have no other proof), now in prison, that about six months ago,
Mr. Goed, the plaintiff, without any notice to the defendant ac-
cording to law, obtained a Mr. Fitch, an American, who was per-
mitted by Mr. Parker to give evidence in Court, unl~nown to the
defendaut, that he had heard in America that Mrs. Good had
bolted with another man; but about Mrs. Good’s death Mr.
Fitch was silent. It is further stated that, on he:;ing of this
strange and novel proceeding of Mr. Parker, the defendant re-
monstrated with him, wheL he assured defendant that Mr. Fitch’s
evidence did not in the least affect his case. It is also further
stated that about a month after the above occurrence defendant
was informed that a cook on board one of the American vessels
on the Coast had stated that he had seen Mrs. Good No. 1 in
America lately ; upon which the defendant immediately obtained
from Mr. Parker’s Court a witness summons, paid the usual fee
for service, and sent in search of the cook, or the supercargo, his
master; that the plaintiff, hearing of this, went to the defendant
and begged he would drop the matter ; and that Mr. Parker also
requested of the defendant to drop the affair, which he at last
consented to do, and that the matter was then forgotten by him
until, on the morning of the 1st August last, Mr. Parker sum-
moned the Conrt for that same day to hear judgments delivered,
end pronounced the ebove judgment.~En..d.T.

HOW TO DECREASE MORTALITY IN WEST AFRICA.
What the French have done during the last years in Algeria

is, indeed, most remarkable, and the lesson to be learnt from it
is, that the work of reducing a death.rate from eighty in the
1,000 to fourteen in the 1,000, though not a slight on% is not an
impo~ibility. If we begin by looking at the chief towns of
Algeria we see how the task was undertaken. Bona was so uu-
healthy in 1834 that whole regiments were swept away or in.
valided. Its death-rate is now stated to be the same as that of
the more healthy towns of France. It is situated on a hill rising
directly from the sea, and a plain extends from it towards the
south at a very slight rise above the sea level, and with little of
a natural outlet for drainage. This plain received the rainfall on
its surface, together with all the water flowing dawn from the
surrounding mountains, with which its deep, rich, vegetable soil
was completely saturated. It was resolved to drain this plain,
and the result was an immediate reduction in the sick and death-
rate. Boufaric, again, was situ red on a marsh, the soil of which
was black, cozy, rotten, and saturated with water. A general

~ystem of drainage has turned this march into a dry, rich, andealthy soil, and malaria ia unknown in the town. The drainage
of the lake Halloula has redeemed 34,000 acres of land, which
is peculiarly favourable to the growth of the very finest cotton.
The effect on the health of the neighbourhood has been such that
the intermittent fevers, which were formerly of the worst type,
have vanished, and the swarms of mosquitoes which once made
life almost intolerable have gone with the foyers. Thus, the
result of deep drainage and fertility has been permanently favour-
able to health, and the land which has been made to support life
has shown itself grateful to its cultivators.

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE R~" ASSAULT ON MR.
HARRY F1NDEN.

(Conduded,)
Downing-street, February 6, 1867.

Sir,--I am directed by the :Earl of Carnarvon to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, end to inform you
that his lordship has received no report of the ordinance which
you refer to a~ having been pes.<d by Colonel D’Arcy with ex-
press relation to the case of Dr. Elliott.
His lordship regrets that owing to the retirement of both the

0bief Justice a~d the Queen’s Advocate, the judicial staff of tha
settlement has been temporarily weakened. But I am desired
to inform rou that Mr. Cha]mers went out by the mail packet of
the 24tb, to act as mo#strate at the Gambia, and that the whole

question of the judicial establishments on -the We8t Coast of
Africa ia under condderation.--I am, Sir, your obedieot servant,

(Signed) T. ~orr.
P. Fitzgerald, Esq.

London, February 9, 1867.
My Lord,--I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your

lordship’s communication of the 6th inst., through Mr. Elliott,
in which you inform me that you have received no report of the
ordinance to which I referred in my letter 6f the 2fiSh January,
as having been passed by Colonel D’Aroy with express relation
to the case of Mr. F_,lliott.
In reply, I have further the henour to inclose a proof slip of

two letters from Mr. Finden received by last mail, in which such
details are given respecting the passing of the said ordinance as
I think warrant the belief that such an ordinance was so passe~l
as therein stated, and with the object therein set forth, although
the hie Administrator at tha Gambia, Colonel D’Arey, has
omitted to inform your lordship of the change thus made in the"
admiuistratien of justice at the Gambia.--I have the honour to
remain, &c. F. FnZOE~T~D.
To the 1Right Hen. the Earl of Carnarvon,

Secretary ofState for the Colonies.
London, August 5, 1867.

Sir,--More than slx months have elapsed since I bad the
honour of receiving a communication from the 8eeretary of State
for War, informing me that the ~Field-Marshal Commanding-
in.Chief had been requested to call upon the medical officers
alluded to, to furnish a full report and explanation of their
eondnct on the occasion.
The outrage cdmmitted by Dis. Oaken and aLlliot having been

up to this time unatened for, except by the very inadequate flue
of 20s. on Mr. Elliottby a friendly acting magistrate at Bathurst,
without hearing the ease, I have the honour again to call
attention to the subject, and to beg that you will acquaint me
with the decision of the l~ight Honourable the Field-linrshal
Commanding-in-Chief, and of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
for War, relative to that wanton and unprovoked assault upon
my agent, Mr. :Harry Findeu, so disgraceful on the part of
officers in :Her Majesty s Service, as I must still consider it te
have been.--I have the honour, &e.j F. Frrzo~.
To the Right Hen. Sir J. Pakingto~,

Secretary of State for War.
War-office, August 15, 1857.

Sir,~In reply to your letter of the 5th inst., I am directed
by Secretary Sir 3". Pakington to acquMnt you that the explana-
tion which has been afforded by the medical officers of their
conduct on the occasion to which you refer is held to be suffi-
cient by the military anthoriti~, and he declines any further
interference in the matter.~I am, Sir, your obedient servaut~

(Signed) " C. Tmavor.
F. Fitzgerald.

August 16, 1867.
Sir,--I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the letter

you have directed to be sent to me, dated 15th inst., in reply to
mine of the 5th inst., and to express my deep regret at its con-
tents.
I am thereby informed that "the explanation which has been

afforded by the medical officers of their conduct on the occasion
to which you refer ia held to be sufficient by the military autho-
rities," and that you therefore decline any further interference
in the matter.
I am sure you will permit me to observe that there is some

one in addition to the military authorities who is entitled to an
opinion as to the sufficiency of the explanation given by these
medical officers. The African who was sz~aulted ia a very re-
spectable trader in Bathurst; he was sought out at his "own house
f)r insult, and as.multed by those medical officers, whohad no
previous knowledge of him~ and no personal grievance against
him, simply and solely because he was my agent in Bathurst for
receiving subscriptions due for the African Time~ newspaper,, of
which I am proprietor and editor ; and I am at a loss to concexve
what explanation of their conduct they can have given that
could be held sufficient by the military authorities.
Aa I am deeply interested in this matter, I beg most respect-

fully to suggest that I, as well as Mr. Finden who was assaulted,
am entitled, if not to redrek% at least to the satisfaction of
knowing that the military authorities do not countenance and
justify such conduct on the part of the officers in Her Majesty’s
Army; because, if it is considered to be established that officers
on leave may, if they can succeed in reaching a mail steamer
after so doing, assault and wound the African agents of the
African Tim~ with impunity, and without the assaulted_ I~r~,
having any hope of redress either in the colonies or in v:ngLanu,
the lives of tho~o agents may be constantly exposed to danger:.
1 beg leave further most respectfully to observe that the replieS

I received from the late 8coretary at War, General Peel~ and also
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from the then Secretary of State for the 0diddles, who thanked
me for having brouglat the alleged donduct of those medical
officers under his notice, were such as induced me to believe that
~Udnct unbecoming in officers and gentlemen would be at least
eo discou ntenpinced by the military authorities as to give security
in future to.my agents on the West Coast, and that I therefore
abstained from bringing the matter under the notice of Parlia-
ment, which I should 9therwise have done during the present
Ee~on.

I beg leave therefore most respectfully to solicit that I may be
put in posse~irn bf ebpies of those explafialions given by the said
medical officers, Drs. 0akes end Eliiott, which you inform me
were held to be sufficient by the military authorities, and which,

being sufficient, may be supposed to have exempted them even"
from censurv or reprimand.--I have the honour to remain, Sir,
your obedient servanh F. FrrzoxR~.
To the Right Hen. Sir 3-. Pakington, Secretary

at War, PaRR.mall.

ABYSSINIA.
( Lat~ inte?lly~nc~. )

................ Sx~z, Dze. 7.
The advanced brigade has arrived and eueamped. The weather

is fine. The troops are well. The march into Abyssinia will be
easy. The people are friendly. Acecrding to accounts from the
interior, King ~hecdore has destroyed :Debra Tabor by fire. He
is encamped in the neighbourhood, and intends marching to Meg-
rials. The insurgents will resist his advance. The natives kill
his stregghre.

Z£ARRIAGE.
~toBBm--’~IgOZR.~On the 31st October, at ~. George’s

Cathedral, Sierra Leone, by the Rev. R. W. Hartshorn, M.A.,
Colonial Chaplain, assisted by the Roy. 3-. 3,ohnson, Henry
Robbin, Esq., of Abeokuts, to Eunice Henriett% third daughter
of X[r. George Metzger, of Freetown, Sierra Leone.--No cards.

|

DEAT:H.
Cxz~mlX~.--At C~pe Coast, on the llth of October, !867,

Susan Ann, wife of Mr. 3,ames Catiline, of Cape Coast. Mrs.
Catiline was a native of Cape Patinas, Liberia, and was married
to Mr. Catiline in 1843. She was a sincere Christian, and died
strong in faith of a resurrection unto eternal life, and deeply
lamented by her family and friends.

Plover, 3, double seraw, Commander 5. Poland, left Plymouth
on Wednesday, November 27, for the West Coast of Africa.
Megmrs, 6, Captain 3,ames Simpseu, arrived at Spithead on

Thursday, November 28, from South America, and the West
Coast of Africa, with supernumeraries and stores.
R~rm~o~s ms Co~o~Iz.S: C~srR~ RXI~ S~rszzxt.~Mr. Fell,

of the Maul Cents Railway,. writing to the Colonial Eogineer
of Natal, says: " With engines of about sixteen tons weight,
rails of 601bs_to the yard might also be used; and if you adopt
gradients of one in eighteen, and eurvds of five chains radius, you
would succeed in constructing cheap and paying lines, even over
a diEleu!t country."

W. MALLALIEU & CO.,
~IERCI~ANTS, COMMISSION AOENT8, &c.,

HAYING considerable experience iu the African Trade, con-
fidentiy offer their services to native traders and others,

as Agents for the consignments of produce and the execution
of orders.
All commissions ehtrnsted to their care will meet with prompt

attention, and orders will be executed at the lowest prices.
Terms may be learnt on application to

W. MALLALIEU & CO.,
07, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.~.

PROVISIONS.

THE undernoted Ooods, now on hand for immediate shipment,
being only of the well-known brand of FORBES, Aber-

deen and London: Sardines, Preserved Salmon, ditto Lobsters,
ditto Oysters, ditto Herrings, ditto Mackerel, ditto Haddocks,
ditto Turbot, Dried Codfish, ditto Lingfish, High-dried Herrings,
Salted Salmon, ditto Herrings, ditto Mackerel, Preser~e<IFish
~oupa, Herrings Kla Sardines, Preserved Soups, ditto Meats, ditto
Poultry, ditto Game, ditto Vegetables, ditto Milk, Potted Meats,
Anchovy Paste, ~ams, in Tins or Jars, Fruits, Bottled and Dried,
Pickles (Pure), Sauces, Mustard, Oatmeal, Barley, Corn Flour,
The above may be had in at~y packsge or size ; also Hams, Bacon,
~3heese, and Butter.
Priced Lis~ and all other information may be obtained of Mr.

M. L. LEVIN, 1, Boris Marks, London, Sole Agent for West
of Africa, and all orders forwarded him will receive imme-

dlata attention per return Mail.

IMPORTANT NEW WORK ON WEST AFRICA.
3’ust published by Mesw~. Churchill und Co., London,

Physical: and ~e~cal Climate and Meteorology of
the West Coast of Africa,

WITH HINTS TO EUROPEANS FOR THE PRE.SERYATION OF
HEALTH IN THE TROPICS.

By 3’A~HES AFRICANUS B. HORTON, M.D., StaffAsshtant-
Surgeon of H. M.’s Forces in West Africa. Price 10s.
"’ There i~ ~nough vahible original matter to render this. the only work

on the climtte. &c., of Western Africa, of great value to all interested in
the preservation of European llfe in that maIartou$" region."~Medlcal "~rr es.,,
"Dr. Horton’s book partially tapptles a long felt and ackt~owledged want.

--African Times.
Orders, with remittances, will be received by the Editor of

the African ~’mea, 4, Coleman-street-building% Mcorgate-street,
Lofidon, E.C.

Post Office orders to Fo~inand Fitzgerald, F~q.
Will be published, by Subscription, so soon as 150 copies are

subscribed for, in Two Vols., 8no, gilt, 218.,
THE COURSE 01¢ DIVINE LOVE.
"Creation is Christ developed. Every object speaks of Christ,

and reflects his beauty, his excellence and love. A chord of
love ruus through all the sounds of creation, but the car of love
blanc can distinguish it."~Dr. Camra,’~’,~ ".dpocalg~tic ~ "~tr~."
By F. Fzrzo~x-~n, Esq., Author of "The Kingdom of Heaven,"

&c., aud Editor of the African Time,.
Subscribers’names, with the amount of Subscriptions, will be

received by the Agents of the African Titan on the West Coast,
and by William Edwards, Esq., Manager of the African ~’rat,,
4, Coleman.street-buildings, Moorgate-street, .London.

JOHN BROWN, Junior,
COMMISSION MERCHANT,

HATTON GARDEN, ~OLBORN,
LONDON~ E.0.

fT~OTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
PACKED by WALKER’S PATENT ROTATING

PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. ~ugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.

17, COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON.

W EST COAST of AFRICA, MADEIRA, TENERIFFE.
--The African Steamship Company’s fast and commodious

STEAMERS (carrying Her 2d:ajesty% Mails), leave LIVERPOOL
on the 10th and 24th of EVERY MONT~ (except tha~ when
the latter date falls on a Monday the Day of Sailing will be the
25th).
Tha packets of the 24th proceed to MADEIRA,

TENERIFFE, BATHURST, SIERRA LEONE, MONROVIA,
CAPE PAL~AS, CAPE COAST CASTLE, ACORA, JELLAK
COFFEE, LAGOS, BENIN, BONNY, .FERNAND0 PO, OLD
CALABAR, dud CAMEROONS.
The packets of the 10th are open to call, by special arraugn-

ment, at any port on the West Coast of Africa, but as a rule
they will only call at ~fadeira, Sierra leone, Cape Patinas,
Acorn, Lagos, Bonny, ]~ernando Pc, and Cameroons. Tenedffo
will bo called at on the home route only.
The fine new Steamship MANDINGO, R. E. LOWRY, Com-

mander, will leave LIVERPOOL on TUESDAY, the 24th DE-
CEMBER, at 10.30 a.~.
Passengers embark by steam tender, leaving the Prin’ce’a

Landing 8tape at 9.0 A.xt. punctually.
Goods nud heavy baggage must be alongside the ship at the

loading b,rth, Coburg Dock, not later than 6 ~.x. on the 21st, a
Shipping Note required with each cartload, aud contents of
packages described therein.
Norm--Goods for 8terra Leone will be landed there at Com-

vauv’a expense, but shipper’s risk {" at all other ports they must be
t’ske’n from alongside on arrival, or they will be carried on and
transferred to floating deprts, or landed and stored entirely at
shipper’s risk and expense.
Goods for Camero~ns must (for the prcseut) be taken from

alongside at Greenpatqh, at consignee’s risk and expense, but the
Company will shortly provide a small sailing vessel to convey
cargo between the steamers at Grecnpatch and the anchorage
at Cameroons, at shipper’s risk..
Nor:c~.~Parecls addressed to different consignees, and ma~o

up in one Ikackege, will be charged freight on caeh parcel as if
shipped separately. All freight must be prepaid.
Not~cz.~The ETHIOPE will be despatched cn the 10th

Jauuarv, for MadeirJ~ Sierra Leone, C~pe Palmas, Accra, Lager,
Bonny;Fernando Po, sad Comeroons.
For fu~lher information .~pply in Liverpool to the Agents,¯

" a ’FLETCHER and PARR, 23, Castl~-stxcot; andes the Camp ny:a
Ol~ces, 14, Ixadeah~ll-streeb Londoo.




