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¢“FOR GOD, AND GOOD TO AFRICA AND HER PEOPLE.”

«If any Colonist syfiers from 't'nﬁuiic;c, whatever may bs his class, his condition, or his colour, he kas anqﬁt lo redress at
g the hands of the Colonial: Minister in this country.”—EABL OF CARNARVOY, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,

Avgusr 2, 1866. - -

i-Thg Afriedn Royal Mail Steamship Mandingo, Captain Robe
P Lowry, arrivéd in the Mersey about midnight on Friday,

1,7847./in specie; and tweénty-four passengers.
{7The bi-monthly mail arrived duly on the 18th inst.

- AFRICAN ROYAL MAJL STEAMSHIP COMPANY.

: . Tha'half-yearly genetal meéeting of this company was heldat
‘the offices, Leadbnhall-street, London, on the 11th instant, Mr.

P. D. Hadow in the.chair. - »

Mr. Campbell, the Secretary, read the report; and the Chair-
man, in moving s adoption, congratulated. thé shareholders on
the continued success of the company, ‘which enabled the Di-
rectors to declsre a dividend; as usual, of .8s. per share, and to
add a further 2s. per chare as bonus. . He sdded that & new and
very superior steamihip had be¢n ordered, which would be paid
for out of revenus; aid fook credit, as he was indeed most justly
entitled to do, for. the extreme regularity with which they had
performed the mail sérvice.. oo 5 o

The proceedings termirated with the usual votes of thanks to
the €hairmen, Directors, and Becretary. |

70 THE EDITOR.OF. THE AFRICAN TIMES. :
=1 .o s w17 ¢ Bathurst, Gambia, November 17, 1867,

- -Bir,Z<You must not imagine I havo béen rilent 20 long becanse
"1 had notbing to complsin of. I keep guiet within my ehell
because, under {he proconsulate of Major Blackall, nothing is to
be hoped for except that change which is pithily described as*
from bad:to' worde. This  favelionary bas been absent from his
Government during the late rainy season, and we thought he
would have passed through here, as he left Liverpool on the 24th
ultimo for Bicrra-Leone, but it appears he stopped short at
Madeira; Since his- appointment as Qovernor-in-Chief, Mejor
Blackall hasiridulgéd largely in fiying voyages to the Gambia and
other settlements on”the Cosst, where bis presence his mever.
produced any practical-benefit, but quite the reverso; for, even-
supposing that the Governor-in-Chief was the best-disposed mau-
in the'world, it would be  ulterly impossible for him in these
flying- visits to becoe praotically or personally'acquainted withthe
wiihes, wants, requirements, and local politiés of each settlement.
-No iore gross mistake was ever made than the appointment of
administrators for the '-res&eclive» governmenis of Gambis, Gold
Coast, and Lsgos; the whole thing is 4 sad burlesque. We’
dwellers in Hc? Majesty’s eaid dettlementa beginnow to realize the
abeurdity, the folly, and the madness of a scheme which, adopted
for the sake of economy, hds throsyn the African colonies back &
gmm'r*pt‘a_eehtu'ry, without even sitaining" that -paliry -object:

do not moen to sy that Msjor Blackall -is responsible for the-
leh_‘ea?'o_f coneentrating the governwent of West Africa-under a

géfembe‘r 29; biaving béen detained for several hours outside the
hr for wont of water. - The Mandingo left Fernando Po on the:
S0tk Qotober. " She brought & full: cargo, 2,907 -0z. gold-dust, -
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resulting therefrom ; but I maintain that, of all men ever electe.!
{6 carry out a difficult and unpopular task, he is the most unfitted.
He has made himself remarkable here for the absolute want of
any business qualification. A bad administrator, and with no
powers of orgsnization, he has got everything into a state of chaos
snd confusion from which heis ntterly incapable of extricating
either- us or himself.- Aucient Rome, which had taken six
centuries to erect, was™ destroyed in as many days; the work of
destruction is easy, that of reconsiruction on a satisfactory basis
difficnlt. Specious and plansible, he had the talent of beingablo
to lead his masters in Downibg-street into the belief that he was
the right man in the right plice ; but, alas! from one end of the
West Coast to the other the cry of bad managemenf, mal-
administration, and enormous taxation comes. éonlisunally and
continuously; “‘great discontents and many riitidurs,” but of what
avail? The evils under which we groan meet Tith no sympathy
from onr ralers in Downing-street, and we are either soubbed or
freated with curt eontempt when we complain. .
"~ OF all the seltlements on this West Coast of Africathereisnotone
which can have suffered more by these changes than the Gambia. -
There was a time when wo were left literally -without any court
of civil or criminal jurisdiction, and when we were without a
legally-constituted Administrator ; for when Admiral Patey left
for Epgland in Juno last, where he stillis, in the epjoyment, 1
believe, of full pay aud the doles far nients, his successor should
have been the Collector of Customs; buthe had also gone on leave;
conséquently the Adminisirator and the Colleclor of Customs being
both absent, and 1:0 provision being made in the new charferor
letteis patent for such a contingency, Colonel Anton was smuggled
into the office of Collector somehow pro tem., and thos succeeded
to the collection of the dutiesand the office of Administrator. But
what could Admiral Patey or Colonel "Anton kunow gbout tho
Custom-house work? TWhat practical knowledge could they have
had of the duties of this responsible office to enable them {fo
discharge them? ,

What can be more injarious to this eettlemegt than suchan

" unnatural 2nd illogical mode of providing for the mansgement of

its affairs® Not that I have anything to zay against Colonel
Anton; on the contrary, I consider it forfunate that such an
officer was found to fill up the vacancy; but I may be allowed to
ask why Admiral Patey waos allowed to leave at sll under such
circumstances, and, having left to suit his own convenience, why
he is now allowed to return snd resume a position for which ho
is utterly unfit. He was no more sick when he left thanhe canbe
pow; in fuet, this valiant officer stated, I am told, directly
before he left, that he was as well as ever he was in his life,
The public belief here is, that & wound which he received in the
bead, bat not in action, will prevent him from ever effectually
serving in the tropics, whatever he may do clsewheré. The
office of Adminjstrator should be filled by some one- of
keeping accounts, & man of business habits, and not such 4 man
as the gallant Admiral Patey, who, though™ he can lock op the
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money when he gets it, has no idea of whether the revenue is
properly collected or not. Tndependently of this interregnum, if
T may £o call it, when this colony was left witheut & legally-
constituted Administrator, as a matter of courss, wo hed no
quorum to form a Legislative Council ; but antecedent to all this
there was a period when we had no court of civil or criminal
jurisdiction, or when, if we had a court, we had noone const_ntuted
to preside therein. Fora considerable time after the arrival of
Ar. Chalmers (and this legal luminary did not come out until a
month after he was due), there wero n> arrangements by which
he could preside in any court ; aod to keep him employed he
received a commission as Acting Chief Justiceand Justice of the
Peace—that is to say, the Administrator, Admiral Patey, gave
him a commission to discharge the duties of an office which had
ceased and determined by the retirement and resignation of Chief
Justice Mantell. Had Major Blackall been a man of business, he
would naturally have arranged all these matters in due time by
making such legal provision by ordinance as was needful to enable
Mr. Chalmers to go on with his duties immediately on his arrival;
but nothing was dore, although abundance of time was given,
from the fact of Mr. Chalmers coming out a month later than he
was expected. Well, then, what was done? As there was no
quorum to form a Legislative Couucil, and a3 there wasa positive
dead lock in the courts, aud the gaol full of prisoners, Admiral
Patey appointed Mr. Chalmers Acting Chief Justice. Now, on the
principle of “once a priest always a priest” so far as I know,
and o far as any one here knows, Mr. Chalmers is Acting Chief
Justice still; but, be that as it may, here was another subterfuge.
Horwever, the gaol was cleared by this move, but whether legally
or not remaius to be seen. It would seem but natural to every
simple-minded man that, when the office of Chief Justice was
done away with, and a Scotch advocate sent out to replace Sir
John Mantell, that his successor ought to have come out with
some defiaite position and instructions; but no such thing is
apparently thought of, and so, to supply the deficiency, the old
machinery was reconstructed to carry out the old laws, and
everybody thought that thiogs were to goon as before. - There
was still no Council to enact anything to change it, but whilst we
outsiders were labouring under this delusion, it appears the
Governor-in-Chief paid a flying visit to the Gambia, and thus &
legislative council is formed, the Governor-in-Chief, the Adminis-
trator, and the quasi Chief Justice, as Chief Magistrate, being the
members. It seems, then, that an ordinance was drawn up and
prepared, and passed, “all of & heap,’” creating a Court of Civil

‘and Criminal Jurisdietion. Whether this law or ordinance was

ever promulgated or not I do not know, yet I believe I ean safely
afirm it was not printed up to a short time 0go, even if it has
been since, and I can also honestly affirm I did not know of its
existence. . This state of things was rather amusiogly illustvated
herc & few days sgo. Mr. Refiles, a native. African, who had
been sent to England by his countrymen to be inducted into the
mysteries of legal lore, in order that he might be able to prolect
his countrymen from the vogaries of Colonel d'Arcy and his
fidus Achates, Dr. Sherwood, returned to the Gambia, after

" having passed through a course of study which . was

supposed to be sufficient to ecnable him to practise. in
our courts. Shortly after his arrival a mercantile
house employs . him ~ to rcceive some outstanding  debts.
In one of these cases he gets a judgment signed, and the debtor
agrees {o pay the smount recovered, and actually has paid the
costs ; but, meanwhile, another lawyer returas from Eogland to
Bathurst, iu the shaps of Mr. Thomas Brown; he attacks Reffles’
judgment, and so far as I can learn demolishes it. Mr. Brown
shows clearly, to the satisfaction of Mr. Chalmers, at least, that
ho (Chelmers) had stultified himsclf by issuing a writ outof a
court whose existence, by a law which he assisted to enact, was
destroyed, and that ho had actually allowed a judgment to be
obtained in a court which had long sinco ceased to exist. On the
above ond other grounds Mr, Chalmers upsct his own judgments,
so poor Lawyer Rtefles was knocked about by Lawyer Bfowa, and
poor Refles 1s left wallowing in the Slough of Despond, and his
client high and dry in tho lurch. It seems to me, however, that
such a state of things is fur from satisfuctory. In a colony like
this, where there is no professionally quulified Bar, the mode of
procedure for the recovery of just debts and legal claims should
be o simple that every man should be able to sue for a just debt,
and be able to defend “himself ogainst a cleim, without fearing
the quips and cranks of the law. So far as I can see, there is no
chance of these seitlements cver being able to sipport a staff of
lawyers, and the resultis that, so long as such a complex and

intricate maze of techmicalities surrounds the debtor, a man like §

Mr. Browo, possessing a smattering of the law, can really prevent
an hozest creditor from recovering his just debts.  For my part,
I can safely say that I have sundry amounts due to me in this
place, but in the present confused state of the law I feel that my
debtor could give me o ‘much trouble, and fence mo off with so

reposed under the egis of Mr. Lawyer Brown. There is, how.
ever, one thiog that strikes me as indecorous, and that i§'that
Mr. Brown, who is the quasi-representative of the Gambia
merchants in the so-called Jegislative Council, should be allowed
to practise in the courts. 16 is true Mr. Brown has an idea that
heisa lawyer; he likes law; and although not diguified with any
professional qualifications, he ig, like— .
. All smatterers, wore britk and pert

Than those that understand an art,

As little sparkles shine mora bright

Than glowing ¢sals that give them light—
and he goes into court sometimes as au advocate, ‘and sometimes-
as a defendant, bat he secms to like law as well in one capacity
as the other. Shortly before he went to England he was sum-
moned before the police-court by the Administrator,  Admiral.
Patey, for & cloar ‘breach of a local ordinance, but by his adeoit-
ness ho managed to defeat, on technical points, the Admiral, and
after makiog the head of the Executive appear very ridiculous
and contemptible in the police-court, snapped his fingers at the

adhering to the homely proverb that ‘¢ the shoemeaker should nat

Is it right, is it decorous that Mr. Brown, the so-called repre-
sentative in the Legislative Council of highly respectable and
honourable mercantile houses here—that Mr. Brown, a merchait,
a J.P. for the town and settlement of Bathurst, should be allowed
to praclise as an attorney in the courts of the very settlement.
where his official fanctions are discharged? Such things are 16§
allowed in England or in other colonies. Let Mr..Brown practise

surrender those positions that give him more influence than.his.

clear stage, where both, at all events, shall have to earn their.
livelihood by their respective talent and energy. Since this last
episode in the administration of the law here, I have deterrx_xined
to give no credit to any one, lest I may be exposed to the misfor-

import my Cola nuts as before, and selling my ground-nuts as L.
have done, but I shall certainly give no credit toany one. Letmo
suggest to my counfrymen engaged in trade to do likewise, and-
let me call their serious attention to the moral contsined in the

following fable :— ,

Tom and Will, one summer’s day,
Picked up an ogater near the sea,
\Whila each requires the priza in rage,
Thero passed by a lawyer sage. -
Both warmly plend the right of laws,
Acd ask his judzment of the canse.

- He panszd ; at lengtb, with artfol saeer,
Says he, My friends, the case is clear.”
“[hbe fish he ate, gave each a shell,

Then bade the wrangling fools farewell.

I am, Sir, with all deference,
A Natrve OrsIER.

THE NEW GOVERNOR-IN-CHIEF.
70 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN  TIMES.
3, Plowden-buﬂéings, Temple, Dec. 7, 1867.

Sir,—After a tedious {ravel through the dismal night it is
pleasant to view the bresking day. My sad and oppressive task
for the last two years has been to record nothing cheerfal or
promising relative to the important settlement of Sierra Leoze.
I saw her day ofter day stript of every constitutional right
which she enjoyed in the earlier and darker days of her
existonce. :

I shall presently endeavour to account for this sad sfate of
things; but let me tura to the brighter porlion of the pictare,
and sincerely congratulate the too-long oppressed Africans on the
return of their long-tried and distinguiched friend, his Bxcellency
Arthur Edward Kennedy, C.B., to the Governorship-in-Chief of

welcome, not as a stranger, as Hamlet saye, but as one who,
duriog a previous governorship, from 1852 to 1854, consul
the public weal alone, and never deferred to any miserable clique
of parasites, that gave their allegiance in turn to governor
governor, whether he were a good or bad ruler. - But, above all,
Governor Kennedy's nama is held in affectionate and pious
remembrance upon the Ceast s one who, by & vigorous-hunting
down of domestio slavery, did incalculable service to the causd
of humavity and civilization, ' -
But it was fated that what the good Governor Kennedy did
during too brief a rule chould be undone, and that the light shed
by his rule should be succeeded by a rayless and hopeless night of
misrule. I have arrived at the dark side of the pictars, and, &3 7
am clucidating a great social problem, I must deal withit. -
As ex-Governor Blackall takes his leave for everof Bierms

tany technicalities, that I should fear to sue him, especially if ho

Leone, to make way for a wiser, abler, and more discreet ruler,

gallant Administrator. It ia guite true that Mr. Brown, in not.

go beyond his Jast,” or from other causes,: has never been 8YCCess- -
ful as a merchant; but what I ask is this one simple question:

as an attorney in the name of all freedom, but then let him .

compeers. -Let him and Mr. Reflles contend for mastery on 8-

tune of throwing good money after bad. I purpose continuing to -

the West Coast of Africa. They will give him a boundless

Dgo. 23, 1867.)
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what must be his reflectionsa? May he not, in self-reproach, and
with_all that faithful power which a emitten conscignce never
fails to supply, say ‘I found this colony epjoying the bulwark
of English liberty—irial by jury, and, aided by a coloured ex-
Judge, Mr. Carr (who for twenty-five years never saw the enor-
mity of trisl by jury in his court until he was retiring, and felt
no anxiety, unless to secure his pension), I took from her that
eacred right.  WWhen the native people were outraged by a class
of rampant and overpaid officials, I required that they should
give security for costs before outraged humanity could have an
opportunity to redress itself beforo a court of justice. Before
abolishing {rial by jury, I submitted the verdicts of native
citizens to the supervision of the jaundiced eyes of four salaried
Government officials. I placed upon the bench of the Supreme
Court of Justice the notorious Algernon Montsgue (an ex-
dismissed Judge of Tasmania), whose character was as bad as his
law, and whose law was as bad as his character; and, finally,
I promoted Horstio James Huggins (an ex-colonial attorney,
without practice, and whose blunders have awoke the attention
of Farliament, and considerably affected the funds of the colonial
chest) to a judgeship !!1!" . .

Yet ex-Governor Blackall is not without comfort; nor has bis
rule been entirely unfruitful in good. Through his evil rule
the attention of the Eoglish Parliament is now more assiduously
directed to Sierra Leone than ever it has been since its eslablish-
ment. Your very able and fearless pen has awoke to the con-
viction that all we achieved through our squadron is but ‘a
mockery if governors shall establish a worse form of slavery upon
the Coast, in the withdrawal of every civil right; and, to crown
all, and in order to make some amends for all the sufferings the
native people have hitherto undergone, the most popular ruler
Sierra Leone ever had is now restored to the welcoming arms of
a loyal people. .

Before the newly-appoioted Governor-in-Chief the noblest task
that can be alloited to man is submitted—namely, to reise the
fallen, to restore popular rights, to rule, as he has hitherto, for
the public good ; to do good for truth’s sake, and for its bright
reward. - Then, in the fulness of time, when he leaves that Coast
he may exclaim, as Augustus did of old, *I found Rome brick
and left her marble.””—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

: W. Rarvr.

LIBERIA.
L Cape Palmas, November 10.

Bishop Payne and lady and Miss Savey arrived at Cape
Palmas, by the bi-monthly steamer E{hiope, on the 30th October
from America, vid England. The Bishop and his lady are look-
ing remarkably well. It is thirty years since he first landed as
& missionary in Cape Palmes. We are glad to learn that the
Bishop and his lady do not regret their visits to London, for the
veiiy many kind friends they have met there amongst the English
nation, :

Mys. Hoffman, the wife of the late lamented Rev. C. C.
Hoffman, is now in England; from which she will proceed to
America on account of her health being impaired. She is medi-
cally advised not to return to Africa. Miss Julia Gregg has sue-
ceeded Mrs. Hoffmen in charge of the Orphan Asylum.

The Hoslf Cavalla tribes, the Rock Town and Fish Town
tribes are preparing to war against the Cape Palmas, the River
Cavalla, and the Graway tribes. This war is occasioned on ac-
count of the mysterious death of General Brown, of the Half
Cavalla {ribes, who dieappeared since the beginning of this year;
it is believed he was mutdered by the River Cavalla tribes, who
are enemies to the Half Cavalla. It is rumoured the war will
begin in December, after they have gathered in their new rice.

The Goloonda, on her last voyage out, brought seventy-six
emigrantsfor Cape Palmas, amongst whom wasMr, Knox’sfamily,
ten in number, (he largest family that came out and the most re-
spectable. Mr. Knox brought with him his wife and dauvghler,
his mother and step-father, besides nephews and nieces, but it is
lamentable to know that this interesting and promising family
have nearly all passed away to their eternal home in less than
three months, leaving behind them the daughter and some of tho
children to stem the tronbles of this world in a strapge land. AMr.
Knox came out to Africa quite prepared for sgricultural pursuits,
bringing with him cotton and other seeds, and had begun clearing
land to commence planting, when he took ill. His wife died
eleven days before him, .

A newspaper is started at Monrovia cslled the African Re-
publie, another at Grand Basca called the Peopls of Basea.

_Three petitions are being got up in Cape Palmas by the
citizens to present to the House of Senates and Representatives.
The first is to pray for incressed duties on ardent spirits, which
may be the means abolishing the selling of ardent spirits in the
country. The second, to pray that a large receptaele for the
emigrants, with good accommodations, may be built. The third,

from holding properties, and giving equal rights to people of all
nations, whatever their colour, rank, or position, so that foreign
capitals may come into Liberia, and that she may be brought to-
the position she ought to have been brought to years ago.

The two houses of legislature will meet next month.

The Honourable and Rev. James Payno has been elected Presi-
dent of Liberis, and the Honourable Joseph T. Gibson, Vice-Presi-
dent. The Honourable J. B. Dennis has been elected senator for
Cape Palmas Mayland Couniy, vice the Honourable Charles
Henry Harmen, who has been eppointed Governor. The
Honourable James M. Thompson, the Honourable Daniel F. Wil-
son, tke Honourable Ausburn Tubman have been elected repre-
sentatives for Cape Palmas Mayland Country.

Copy of a Petition to Amend the Constitution of Liberia.
To the Honourable Senate and the House of Representatives of
' the Republic of Liberia, ,

Your humble fpetitioners most respectfully represent that
whereas the coloured mon is now acknowledged by all civilized
people and nations to be. susceptible of as bigh degree of cul-
ture and improvement as other pcople.

-And whereas he is now also admitted to citizenship in all
civilized countries on the same condition that the white man is,
and in order to sustain our membership in the great family of
of nationality with respect and dignity we should allow others
the samo advantsge in our country as they give us in theirs.

And whercas our forefathers in formivg our conslitution made
it to snit the condition of things at that time, but now needs alittle
amendment o that it may better answer the purpose of present
and fulure generations. , :

Therefore your humble petitioners most respectfully pray your
honourable body to consider and submit to the citizens of Liberia
the amendment of our. constitution—that is to say, that the two
dast words in the thitd live and the whole of the fourth line of
the 13th section of the fifth articte of the Constitution of the Re-
public of Liberia be o altered and amended as to read: ** Not-
withstanding any person without regard to colour may be ad--
mitted to citizenship in this republic,” for which your petitioners
will ever pray.

Cape Palmas Mayland County,

November 9, 1867.
E———————
THE CHARGE OF MURDER AGAINST THE LATE
' COLONEL CONRAN.,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
Cape Coast, October 16, 1867.
" Bir,~~I notice that there has been some correspondence
in  your journal respecting the murder of one Quahmina
Crentsil, a pative of Cape Coast. The facts of the case are
simply these: On the evening of the 4th September, 1864, a
very slight quarrel took place in this town between two soldiers
of the 4th West India Regiment and some natives.  Ono of the
soldiers was severely beaten, and very deservedly .co. Tha
troops had been for a long time in the habit of systematica]ly ill-
{reating the people, beatiog them, plundering their goods in the
market-place, and other irregularities. On the evening in ques-.
tion, when it was known that a quarrel had tfaken place, and
that a soldicr had been beaten, a number of other soldiers rushed
to the spot where the disturbance hed commenced and joined.
A scuffle ensued, and stones began to fly about. It has never
been ascertained which side threw the' first stone. No great
mischief was done. But shortly after the throwing of stones,
the greater part of the garrison came out, under command of
Major Ivey, and began to kill and wound every one they could
find, Some soldiers broke open the little hut of a respectable
young man named Jobn Saneiz, slabbed him in bed, dragged
him out through the window, pulled him along the ground for
thirty-six yarde, then killed him with blows of the butt-ends of
their guns and stabs of bayonets. Ono man was quietly eating his
supper when some soldiers came up and stabbed him to death,
and threw his body into the sca. Ibelicve six people were killed,
and I think fifty-eight wounded. I was the foreman of the jury
on the inquest held on the body of John Sanaiz. M M. Doorly,
paymaster of the 4th West India Regiment, was corozer, and he
made strong efforts to induce us mot to briogin & verdict of
murder. Ozo of the murderers was identified very remarkably,
and we brought in a verdict of murder sgainst him, and others
unknown. He was tried, found guilty on the clearest evidence,
and sentenced to death. Colonel Conran commuted the sentence
to imprisonment for life, and he was released last July and sent
to Sierra Leore. Quahmina Crentsil was a gold-taker, in the
gervice of the late Mr. H. Barnes. He was returniog to his own
house from his maste’s av seven .. on the fatal day, and
being met by a small parly of soldiers, was attacked and
wounded, and Colonel-Conran just then coming ap, commanded
him to be tied with his own undercloth, and, wounded and
bleeding as he was, to be thua dragged to prison—dragged along

for a repeal of that ]aw in the constitution preventing white men
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ihe ground, observe, like the carcace of a Least. Such was bis
deposition the day before he died; & deposition taken by William
Cleaver,. Esq., J.P,, in my presence. I scted as altorney on
behalf of the dying man’s family on the occasion, and it was I
who went to call Mr. Cleaver to go aid take tho deposition.
Crentsil distinetly and in terms stated that Colonel Conran
caused him to be killed., Mr. Cleaver questioned and cross-
questioned, examined and cross-examined Crentsil on this sub-
ject, till the man actually got angry. He was perfectly sensible.
Mr. Cleaver, apparently anxious to be certain that the man was
not wandering in his mind, tested his powers, and asked him to
name and recognize several persons in the room, which he did as
readily as Mr. Cleaver himscf could have done. I have since
then “publicly accused Colénel Conran in the Court of haring
killed this man. He did kill him. I applied to Chief Justice
Barry for warrants to apprehend Colonel Conran acd others, his
officers, on & charge of murder; but Mr. Barry replied that he
bad no autherity. Mr. Cleaver is no doubt cognizant of the fact
that Crentsil's deposition was destroyed. But I am under the
necessity of expressing my exceeding astonishment at Mr.
Cleaver's letter in your journal, denying that the late Quahmina
Crenteil depesed on his deathbed that Colonel Conran ordered
him to be killed. I aiscrt that Quahmica Crentsil did say go,
and that Mr. Cleaver hzs madc a mistake.—Yours, &e.,
CuaBLES BANNERMAN,

being adjudged by the Court there a fraudulent bankrupt. After
remeining some time at Bonny, he -found his way to Cape
Coast, where he managed {o earn a precarjous living by employ-
ment in a merchant’s store, from which, however, bis disgraceful
conduct and incapacity soon compelled bis dismissal. Then for
two years it was a matter of surprise how he existed, par-
ticularly as he had no education, or any patural talent beyond an
extraordinary expertness in opening gin-bottles. At ‘last, to the
astopishment of the public, he was permitted by the authorities
here (tbrough a remarkable coincidence) to appear in Her
Majesty’s Courts of law as a pleader—yes, 8 pleader, an advocate
to espourd English law, in a. language he does not understand
and cannot write or speak correctly ! : '
Of course, if such a person was favoured with the privilege of
being & special pleader in an enlightened community it would
not be very long before he found his level, ond would, of neces.
sity, have to adopt some calling more suited to bis capabilities ,
But in Africa. it is not so. If the Government choose to re-
cognize 8 monkey 8s a pleader there are to be found a great
many poor illiterate bush people who would gladly avail them-
gelves of that monkey's services, and would as readily weigh ont
their gold-dust to him as they would to a qualified barrister from
Lincoln’s-ion or the Temple.  Such being the case, I do not think
the Government sre justified in letling loose upon ab-ignorant
and gullible community men whose cducation and talent are

GCOD RELATIONS WITH ASHANTEE: HOW TO
RESTORE AND MAINTAIN THEM.
Tae following suggestions on this important subject have been
made by one long resident on the Gold Coast. Peace relations
with Ashantee and a constantly open trade are of vital moment
as regards revenuc and the general well-being of the Protecorate,
and we readily insert the following, as we ehould any other sug-

I crave your kind indulgence while I relate a bond-fids case.

‘A criminal was sentenced, some eightecn months sgo, to two
years hard labour. Some time in July last, a pleader of Mr.
Parker's Court at Cape Cosst obtained a pass to visit tho con-
vict, who was then undergoing his sentence ‘in chaina, The
pleader or advocate, having obtained access to the prisoner’s cell,
produced & promissory mnote-on demand, clready made out, and

gestions emanating from similar sourcea. We sholl examine the | tgined by informing the convict that he possessed great in-

practicability. of this and othcr suggestions on another oceasion :—
«Tt is only by conslant and frequent cemmunication with
Ashantee aud other barbarous. tribes that we can hope to bring

fluence with the Governor, and if he would only sign the docu-
ment he would be sure to obtain” his immediate release. The
pleader having put the convict’s promissory note on demand in

about that state of things that will redound to the honour of { hig pocket, bids adieu to the expectant criminal.  From July to

England, and I have often wondered why the chief of the execu-
tive here has not Attempted- some- effective means for this
erd. I would suggest the following: Let a well-paid consular
agent be stationed at Kumasi,* with Princo Ansaht as in-
terpreter ; let their salary be in keeping with England’s dignity,
and I imagine schools and other missionary” work would then
commence in earnest in Ashantee. But it would be necessary
that the King should also be induced to send us a consul or sgent,
“who ought to be well treated, and made acquainted with the re-
ficements of European life.

October mothing was seen of the pleader by the convict. In
October, the Administrator, as usual, inspected the gaol books,
and, on the representations of the Inspector of Prisons, the poor
convict had the remainder of his sentence rcmitted by the
clemency of his Excellency, and wes set at liberty. . His first
| thoughts, of course, were of home ; thither he hastened his steps,
but fancy his horror and disappointment when, before he had got
half-way, he was overtaken by n policeman, and, by virtue of a
writ in meditations fuge, at the instance of this distinguished

He should not be an ordinary chief | pleader, was again taken and lodged in the prison until he could

or captain, but one of Achartee’s nobles, because there are many | catisfy an alleged claim of 87., brought by the pleader for obtain-
there. With this guarantee here, our Administrator could with | jng his release. The pewly-made prisoner petitioned his Excel-
_every safety visit Achantee, and display, in a dignified and grace- | Jency the Administrator, and laid before him the hardship of his
ful manzer, the refined customs of Kurope. The Africans are | gage. It then turned out that the prisoner owed his release
veryimitative, and, depend upon it, good—real gdod—ivould be the | to his Excellency’s own observations, aided by the Inspector of
result, such good as would outweigh 5,0007. per annum, if ex- | Prisons’ report, as to his good conduct, and, therefore, that this
pended in the manner it ought to be. Let a trial be made for | gistinguished pleader was doing nothing more nor less than &

tive years, and mark the result.—Yours troly,
- “Care Coasr.”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
Cape Coast, West Africs, November 7, 1867.

little extortion, or, in ofher words, endeavouring to obtain, by
false pretences, a sum of 8. from an unfortunate convict. _
His Excellency was naturally greatly incensed at the conduct
of the.pleader, and, I believe, has ordered him to be interdicted
from ever pleading, or rather from ever altempting to plead, in
Her Majesty’s Courts again; and I am sure you will agree with

Sir,—The Hcnourable Francis Chapman Grant has been A : .
: ; L = | me that if a man guilty of such villany under the garb of law
appointed by his Excellency the Administrator to be_Acting f . © C - \gain permitted o disgrace Her Majesty's Courts, that

Chief Magistrate and Assessor

on sick leave.

dwriog the absence of Mr. W. s
Parker, who left Cape Coast cnly a few months after his arrival, so-¢alled Court of Justice will be a Court of Infamy.
This commends itself to all a5 a most Judicious entered into thete particulars, in the hope that Mr. Ussher’s

Tt is purely out of respect to Her Majesty’s Courts that I have

and proper appointment, Ar. Grant haviog often been called. susll A ; i
: . 0 s faiesty's y watchful eye will glance at these lines, and that he wi
upon to perform the duties of Chief Justico in Her !Majesty apply » remedy to sach a crying evil , am,, s ALr. Editor,

late Supreme Court, during the absence of the Chief Justices of
that Court, and on all thosc occasions discharging his duty in &
most praiseworthy and independent manner, giving unmistakable
proofs that he is nof one of those who degrade their high position
by listening * to vile news gossips, and arriving at all their
Mr. Grant is abuve those discreditable
practices, aud hence it is that he has becn so often chogen to

décisions accordingly.”

F—— B——

yours respectfully,

REFUGEES SENT BACK TO ASHANTEE.
10 THE EDITOR OF THE AFBICAX TINES.
Cape Coast, November 9.
Sir,—As & supplement to-what I wrote you last mail, I have

perform the difficult task of dispensing justice in the High Courte | oo 4o report that, throu . . ¢ Mr. Thos.
on the Gold Coast. Mr. Ussher has been fortunate in obtainibg | pryopeq Oefp this towt;J, a lotg:f Jt&ehal:ttemr?fzzgsltl{age.been given
Mr. Grent's valuable eervices, and while congratulating him up D(though very reluctantly) by tho bush hiecfe, and that the
upon it, we cannot help expressing Ou¥ sympathy with him 10 | s gministrator, Mr. Uscher, has returned them to Kumasi, in
the great disgrace that 1s being brought on the Courts of justice chargo of Prince Ansab, who has gone on another Sisit to Bi
here by the cdmission of illiterate and improper DErsons 83} ,,co) relative there. It is hoped and believed that this very just

pleaders in Her Majesty’s Courts of justice.

that one of these so-called pleaders was only a year or two ago

1t is notorious | 514 prudent measure of Mr. Ussher's will tend greally to 818y

those old grievances which have been the source of those un-

obliged to flee from Sierra Leone to the Rivers in consequence of friendly relatiohs between Cape Coast and Kumasi, that have

* The capital of Ashantee.—Ep. 4.T.
[ + An educated Ashantee prince of the blood.—ED. 4.7.

been productive of so much harm to the protectorate and to the
trade of this place with Ashantee.—Yours truly, w. C.

only in keeping with the animal above referred to; and, in proof, -

requiring only the convict's signature,® which the pleader -ob- -
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In BA?B{FICI.%I; ;I}SSSAGRES IN ASHANTEE.
In our last we stated from our correspondents at Cape

that at least 1,000 persons had been put %):death at Kinpnago?lf
ogcasion of the death, & few months ago, 27th April, of the old
king, _Quaoo -Duah. By a leiter in the Wesleyan Blissionary
BMagazins, from the Rev. W. West, at Cape Coast, it is stated
that Mr. Watts, the Wesleyan sgent at Kinnasi, gives the num-
ber of the victima as upwards of 3,000. ‘fThey were all
Asbant'eea, or t}:elr slaves, for though there were several Fantees®
up -there, detained ever since the commencement of the late
Aghantes war, not one of these was murdered.” The ** Custon,”
during which the horrible tragedies of the killing of those
8,000 victims were enacted, extended over the_ period of thres
months; there was a daily sacrifice of human beings. Is it not
worth a greaf ¢fford on the part of a Christian nation so to per-
feet and’ extend its civilizing sgencies in the Gold Coast terri-
tories as that Ashantee may be speedily brought also under their

influencé?

GOVERNOR BLACKALL'S (WORTHY!) SUBSTITUTE
. FOR KING AGGERY, :
TO THE EDITOR OF THE APRICAN TIMES.
. _ ' . Cape Coast, October 7, 1867.
‘8ir,~~Alloww me, throngh the mediam of your valuable
columns, to relate a circumstence worthy of attention, as it
is.a- worthy fulfilment of what the people of Cape Coast were
to expect in the nomination of Quashie Attah as headman
over the native Christian body of this town. This personage
Atfah was installed in office by the chief West Coast authority
only just five months sgo, through the deceplive recommenda-
tion of 'a few broken-down chiefs possessing neither common-
g6 mOr _mfiuence. Quoashie Attah, who seemed to fancy his
elévated position would be sofficiént warrant to justify him in
in any case, went on from bad to worse, until at last he has
eventually committed a most barefaced highway robbery upon
four native traders of the town of Denkirah, on the 8th Sept,,

[ 1ast, something lik isi i
ing like a decisive baitle was fought betw

and Jerry, in wh'{ch the latter lost several ‘gar cauoeiftnl:im;
great many of his people. It is to be hoped, in the interest of
trade, that peace will now be restored in the Benin for a season.
Tt can only be for a sesson, until Christianity obtains a firm foot-
ing in the country; and we are sorry to say that very little, if,
indeed, anything, has yet been done in this direction. Y

TROUBLES IN THE NIGER—THE BISHOP DETAINED
AND HELD TO RANSOM A1 IDDA—THE VICE-CON-
SUL KILLED BY THE NATIVES.

‘The very inaccurate accounts given in the daily press after
the arrival of the Mandingo of 'the troubles ig tI;le Nig:r
have been employed for casting ridicule upon the Bishop and
upon the exertions of those who are striving for the evangeliza-
tion of Africa. The Bishop was represented as ¢ skedaddling ™
in a very undigaified way, and as if regardless of nothing but
his own escape from the unplessantnesses to which he had been
sabject. The real facts of the case, which are as follows, do not -
warrant any such inference:—

_ Bishop Crowther, who has established several mission-stations

in the Niger since he was consecrated bishop of those countries,

lately visited—for the third or fourth fime, we believe~—Idda, a

town some short distanco from Lukoja (at the confluence of the

Niger and Tsadda), in the hope of founding another station

there. The natives, however, made a prisoner of him, and sent

& message to the British Consul at Lukojs, demanding the value

of 1,000 slaves—f. &, 1,000/.—for his releasc. The. West

African Company’s steamer Thomas Bazley having just returned -

there from-Egga, the Consul, instead of going himself on this

delicate business, dispatched Mr. Fell (who had been acting as

Vice-Consul there before his arrival) in the Thomas Bazley,

on the 27th September, together wilh several traders who

offered their services, to demand the Bishop. - On landing at

Oko Okein, they proceeded to the Bishop's hut, and after an

interview with the Dishop, «ll except the Bishop and his two

atnine p.ar.. This act of depredation was immediately brought
under the notice of the British authority of this place, and a
speedy and satisfactory redress was instantancously given to the
paer traders. I euclose copy of the judgment for publication.—

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,. ANTISEPTIC.

JUDGMBXNT,
_ Supreme Court, Cape Coast, October 5, 1867.
Regina v. Chiéf Quashie Attah.—Plea, Not Guilty.

Brought up under a warrant from this court, on a charge of
panyarring and robbing certain persons and natives of

Denkirah, . '

‘Judgment : Priconer ordered to pay eighteen days’ expenses
to the mea detained to compepsate them for loss of time.
Further, the prisoner is bound over to keep the peace for one

ear to all Her Britannic Msjesty’s lieges, and to all the
inhabitents of the Protected Territory, finding two sureties for
502 each, and he himself bound over for the same amount,
Eigbteen “days' expenses, at 43, 6d. per day, 4/ 1s.; decree,
2s. 6d.; total, 47, 8s. 6d, _

" (Signed) J. R. Trouas, Acling Chief Magistrate.

HOPE OF PEACE.

: 10 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES. -
- ‘ Jellah Coffee (Awoonlah), Oct. 6, 1867.
Sir,—Though I did not Vrite to you before, we have seen
here by your paper how much you felt interested about the nasty
wars that have been going on between this eountry and its allics
and Adda and its allies; and I should not write now only I hope
things are going to be settled. Mr. Freeman, from Accra, is
here. He has been sent by his Excellency the Administrator of
Capo Coast. He came round from Accra by way of Krobo, and
then down the river Volta to Adds, and from the mouth of the
river to this place, and a nice hard journey it must have been as
things now are; I only hope it-may please. God that- he ehall
bring- sbout a peace. Everything is getting ready for a great
meeting with him and the chiefs of this country, which is to be
held at the king’s town on Satarday. I am glad to say that, so
far, thinga look well for peace, thongh it was hard to manage;

and so no more till next meil.—Yours, - AWOONLAH.

e

: BENIN RIVER..

For some time past there have been troubles and petty warfare
between the adherents of the principal native authority, Jerry,
and Alloms, one of the head chiefs of the Benin country,
arising out of the refusal of Jerry to allow Alluma to trade
directly with the egents of the European houses carrying on
commercial operations in this river. ~Alluma has been rather
renowned as a warrior, having been personally victorious in some
heavy encounters with other enemies ; and, on the 30th October

‘having been butchered.

sons, who remained with their father, proceeded to the dwelling
of the Abokko of Idda. Their demand that the Bishop should
be given up to them having been refuzed by the Abokko, they
returned to the Bishop’s hut. All, the Bishop included, then
made for the ship’s boat, which had been left in & creek. They
had scarcely reached the boat when the natives began to fire at
them with poisoned arrows, one of which -pierced Mr. Fell’s
right side, and caused his deatha few hours after. The boat had
great difficulty in getting through the creek, the water in which is
very shallow, but she was at last gotioto the stream, the passen-
gers, &c., in the boat usiog their weapons to defend themselves in
their retreat, which they tould nof kare succeeded in effecling had
not the captain of the Thomas Bazley, Mr. Thomas Lewis,
opened fire on the matives from a two-pounder carronade and
some rifles. By this timely interference alone were they saved

from destruction. _ »
Oko Okein (Idda) is distant about forty miles below the con-

fluence -(Lukoja).

: OLD CALABAR.
We regret to state that the barbarous massacres in the river,
against which the missionaries and {raders had so energetically
rotested and struggled, &s recorded "in our last, did' not
terminate with the rescue of the jntended victims, so praises
worthily forwarded to Fernando Po by the African mail steam-
ship. The murders were recommenced by King Archibong in”
October, twenty-four victims, many of whom were very young,
What makes the case more distressing
is the fact that many of the poor wretches who perished were
basely betrayed into Archibong’s hands by surrounding chiefs to
whom they had fled, end who had promised to protect them.
Happily the missionaries and traders have been sgain successful
in rescuing four doomed creatures from the very jaws of death.
A man, & womsn, and two children were forcibly taken from a
pative house, where the adults were found heavily ironed, and
safely got on board the ships in the river. King Archibong eent
a letter demandiog the return of the intended victims; but at a
meeting ot the Europeans it was of course resolved not to give
up the poor creatures, but that they be sent out of the country
to preserve their lises. A letter was drawn up at the meeting
and sent to Archibong, assuring him that if he did not give up
the bloody and barbarous customs which he was pursuing, the
Europeans would be compelled to take the strongest measures in
their power to compel him to do £o. Great praise is due to the
European traders for their vigorous and courageous coudu_ct_m
the capture of the victims, and alzo for prolecting and providing
for theze houseless wanderers till they were got out of the
country. Captain Lowry, of the Royal Mail Steamship Man-
dingo, kindly conveyed them free of charge to Fernando Po, for
which a very proper letter of thanks was sent to him, signed by

* Cape Coast People.—ED. 4. T.
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the following missionaries and treders: Y. Anderson, D. E.
I.eewi:, lgfv;(ignloch, H. M. M‘Cormick, H. R. Adam, J. C. White,
Robert Murray, J. A. Wilson, J. Neish, jun., E. led_, R. Hird,
Aaron Ellis, D. J. B. Janseng, W. Haining, A. Minus, John

Howison, M.D.

CAPE COAST FEMALE NATIVE SCHQOL.
Mrs. Joseph Moseley gratefully acknowledges the following :—

Amount already published . . . 8473 4 38
Samuel Morley, Esq. . . . . . 25 0 O
T, G. Briscoe, Esq., M.P. . . . . .. 10 0 O
Miss Beowell’s Collection . . . . . 210 0O
Mrs. Richardson (Newecastle) . . . . 1 00
Miss Flora Meid , . . . . . 010 O

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. .
Ouing to extreme press of matler, several letters and papers are again
unavoidably pottponed.

I Y} fur :
@he Afrcan Cines,
PUBLISHED- MONTHLY. PRICE 5d., STAMPED.
You are earnicstly requested to allow your name to be added to the
list of yearly subscribers. Price 5s. per ennum for each copy, payable
in advauce. :

C @he Bfvican Tines,

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1861.

SUBSCRIPTIONS, ETC., RECEIVED FOR ¢ AFRICAN
TIMES.”
Rev. J. Robbin, 10s.; Mr. Ellis Edwards, 5s.; Mr. H. B.
Johnson, 7s. 14.; Thomas B. Wright, 5s.: Mr. J. B. Carrol,
58.; Mr. Isasc C.Coll, 1s. 25.; Mr. W. G. Bruce, 5s.

MISCELLANEA.
OsporvE, December 20.—After the. meeting of the Privy
Council, Arthur Edward Kennedy, Esq., C.B., Governor of the
West African Settlements, was introduced to Her Majesty’s pre-

sence by Lord Claud Hemilton, and received the honmour of,

kunighthood. -
Dr. Sarrwoop.—This gentleman is no longer connected in
his professional position with the Coast of Africa, The Colonial-
_office has dispensed with his services.. To whatever portion of
the coast we look, the enemies of the black race are being weeded
out.
Governor Blackall arrived at Sierra Leone by the Athenian,
and landed without the ordindry guard of honour. '
Tt is stated that 6,000 pounds of cotton were picked in a single
day lately, by eighteen negroes, on a plantation in Georgia.
TuPorRTs AND Exrorts FROM AND TO Bamisa avp NATIVE
Wesr Arrica rFaox Janoary 1 1o Ocrosgr 1, 1867. — Im-
ports: From native ports, 1,033,000L; British passessions,
279,000/.; gold, 135,000.. Exports: To British and native
ports, British manufactures, 1,100,0001.

EUROPEAN POLITICS. .

Sixce our last these have entered on a new phase. The Emperor
of the French has, by his Ministers in the Legislative Chambers,

. stated most distinctly that Italy will not be allowed to take

. Ppossession of Rome, and that the temporal power of the Pope
shall be continued in these provinces which still rerain under
bis rule. The Italian Chambers reassert that Rome must and
shall be the capital of Italy, but Italy will bide her time. The
Russian and Prussian pres3s are strong in denouncing the position
taken up by the Emperor of the French in the affairs of the
Continent, and his alliance with Austria; and all the prioeipal
European States are perfecting their armaments.

LAGOS AND ABEOKUTA.
Ax extreme press of matter compels us to defer our article on
the late heathen uprising in Abeokuts, and the relations of that
place with Her Majesty’s colony of Lagoas.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR.
For the serenth time we have the pleasure of offering the
complimex_lts of the season to our subscribers, and assuring
them. of our éarneat good wishes for their prosperity and
happiness. On such occasions it is our duty to stimulate
them to exertion on behalf of that Africa, of Christian

The year now ending has not been such an one as we
could have desired. -It has been one of continued troubls
and uneasiness in England and in Europe generally, the
disastrous results of the complications and financial storms
of 1866 having by no means passed away, and new
elements of discord and war cropping up .continuaslly,
The hearts of men areindeed ** failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are comiig upon the
earth.” And there has been nothing in Africa to call for
rejoicing, but, on the contrary, much to call for grief and
discouragement, did we not feel always that God’s counsel
must stand, and that the day of African redemption from
the cruel slavery of heathenism and error cannot be very
far distant. The action of the British authorities on the
West Coast generally has not been such ds could tend to
native progress; and heathen violence has ‘of late beén
conspicuous, even where there might have been supposed
to exist the strongest reasons for heathenism remaining
quiescent, though obstinate against that civilization .on
which the future of all the African countries depends.
When casting our regards over the whole earth, and find-
ing troubls, disquietude, war and bloodshed or the fear of
these, misery, and violence almost everywhere, with no
land, not even our own favoured one, of which we can say
there at least all is stable, all firm and assured, we feel how
well it is that there should be regular periods for especially
recalling to the thoughts of all men in countries where the
Gospel of Life is known, that there is a- glorious PrINCE OF
Peace who is also the Unrversar Lorp, and who for the
carrying out eventually of His great purposes overrules snd
will overrule all the actions of sinful men, and make them

nations, all the turmoils and fears of war, the daily holo-

the comparatively timid, feeble, and lukewarm efforts for
good, it is our happiness, and that of all true. Christians,
to feel that “the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” To
work, then, fellow-labourers, whether British or African ;
the more Satan stirs up strife in and. among so-called

heathen to fury against the advancing ftruth, the more
trouble and darkness gather around us—so much the more
do we need to show earnestness and vigour for God and
good, instead of that indifferentism and apathy which have
but too much prevailed among us. Let the coming 1868
be a year of energy with us; let selfishness be checked ;
let indolence be cast aside; let us show that we are in

of God upon our humble, and willing, and loving service,
we may have, when again celebrating the advent of the
Incarnate Lord, to rejoice over victories gained and
conquests achieved for Him, and that increase of human
happiness obtained which ever attends His triumphs.
Again we wish a happy Christmas and New Year to all.-

GOVERNOR SIR ARTHUR E. KENNEDY, C.B.
Wz hope the Colonial-office have conferred a good
Christmas and New Year’s gift on West Africa by the
appointment of Sir Arthur E. Kennedy, C.B., to be
Governor-in-Chief there. Never was a removal more
necessary than that of Major Blackett. He had become
an impossibility. -But the removal of a bad Governor-in-
Chief did not necessarily imply the appointment of a good
one; and we must confess to having felt great fears and ap-
prehensions that some unhappy influence might - prevail,
and West Africa be doomed to struggle on for another
term under some favoured incapable, or some new enemy
of her people. We were therefore greatly relieved when

civilization in which many of them are ‘the first-fraits.

we heard of Mr. Kennedy having accepled the posh

co-operative to His praise. Amid all the disputes of.

causts to Satan, the wild and daring activity of evil, and

Christian nations and' peoples, the more he lashes the-

earnest for what we profess to desire, and by the blessing-
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because his antecedents are such as give us reasonable 'peach-tree planted among the ice and snow at the Nortil:

und of hope that under his rule much that is evil and
unjust, and that impedes good, will disappear. OQur
readers know very well that we are not systematic wor-
ghippers of the rising sun; we are not about to praise
Sir A. Xennedy by anticipation; it may be that we shall
differ in opinion with him, or that the policy he may be
charged to carry out may not be such as we think would
be best for Africa; all that we can now say is that we
think we are justified in hoping for good to Africa through
him. A conciliatory but firm and decided policy is now
jmperatively called for both on the Gold Coast and at
Lagos; the development of great resources, and the con-
tinued advance of Christian civilization, depend on this :
the Gambia requires a thorough revival; a reform in the
expenditure of the revenues of Sierra Leone, the sanitary
improvement of Freétown, the admission of the educated
riatives to a real share in the administration of their affairs,
and the promotion of education and of useful public works,
are required, both as a matter of justice and of good policy.

- We have heard that there-is an energy of character in

Governor Kennedy to carry out such changes, should he
think them right, and find them practicable, notwith-
stariding any amount of official opposition he may en-
counter from the old lovers and upholders of abuses on the
Coast.  We do not think he would have allotted an addi-
tional 300/ a-year to the Rev. Mr. Hartshorn, the Colo-
nial, Army, Navy, and Gaol Chaplain (we forgot the Gaol
in our last number), that he might supervise the ex-
penditure of 280/, a-year on education. Unless we are
much mistaken, he would not consider this to be just
toward the colony; or, if a new office with 8007 a-year
salary were indispenzable, he would not think it right to
pile this up ona previous 700/ or 800/. a-year, while there
are unsalaried gentlemen in the colony quite as well able,
if not better, to perform its duties than Mr. Hartshorn,
and with more léisure than he can have if he faithfully
performs those of his several chaplainships. ‘We hope
1868, therefore, will see some more filth swept out of the
old Augean stable—and “No jobs,” and “Equal justice
to Natives and Europeans,” inscribed on tl}e official banner

of West Africa. )

JUSTICE WITHOUT JURIES.
Tue administration of justice without juries, in all places
except where it is intended as an instrument of tyranny,
presupposes a degree’ of perfectibility in human beings,
when intrusfed with power, to which they rarely attain.
“Where it is intended as an instrument of tyranny, there,
of course, the thing is simple enough ; but where there is
no such intention, we are at a loss . to conceive how any
reasonable person can for a moment suppose that one man,
called a judge, or assessor, or what you please, will be
more systematically homest, upright, and unprejudiced,
than twelve men as jurors—the judge being a permanent
one, the jurors a varying many. On the very face of it,
such a supposition'is absurd ; even in countries with open
courts, watchful reporters, published evidence, and a bold
and honest daily press, the experiment must be an unsafe
one; but in those where such checks and safeguards
either do not exist at all, or exist in a very imperfect
state, it can only be looked upon as unmitigatedly bad.
And of all countries in which to introduce it—not, be it
observed, as a firet effort toward the regular administration
of justice, but as an institution founded on the ruins of a
wantonly-destroyed jury system—those of Western Africa
are about the last in which any good could be hoped from
it. Why, the influences are so adverse there, that one
might as well expect to get delicious fruit'from a tender

Pole. Tt must, necessarily, have to contend in the colonies
and settlements on the West Coast against both the de-
moralizing influences- of tradition, and those in vigorous,
open activity. It ought, then, to be no matter for wonder
that the administration of justice on the West Coast now
occupies much of our space and attention. The vital in.
terests of all classes there, except the official one, are
mixed up with this question. Since the abolition of trisl
by jury in civil causes, the fortunes, and liberty, and it may
be lives of suitors are at the mercy of judges who are sur-
rounded by influences, and placed there under circum-
stances, which continually war against the exercise of a
free, honest, upright, unbiassed judgment. Men are sent
out there from Great Britain with salaries of some 600/
a-year, one-half or two-thirds of which they feel it right
to spend in life insurance for the benefit of their families
or creditors in the event of their premature decease. They
may be said, therefore, to be sent out with real salaries of 200/,
or 300/, a-year to places where living is dear for persons of
European habits—to places where officials are all expected
to hold together, whether right or wrong—to places where
the most  prominent residents exercise a’large hospitality
very convenient for officials of small incomes, nnd where to
serve .one’s friends and to “come down upon one’s
enemies * is considered to be a matter of course. - Is it any
wonder, then, that in such places a losing party in a suit
should keenly scrutinize every circumstance that it may be
supposed could possibly have had an influence in the de-
cision? And where thisis continually going on, can there be
any real respect felt for the so-called administration of jus-
tice? We have been compelled to bring again before our
readers the case of Good v, Finlason, which has been partially
exposed in our two last numbers. . Wesaid in our last that
the evidence was in our hands, but in consequence of the
difffoulties placed in thé way of obtaining an official copy
from the Court, the judgment as recorded did not reach us
till the present month. Our space would not allow of our
publishing all the evidence; but this is quite unimportant,
because the charge of publication of the alleged libel being

sdmitted, and justification pleaded, the whole case turned

upon the point o1 waother the :\Iaintiﬁ”s first wife wag

alive when he remarried. The only attempted prdﬁ.‘! of
her death was a letter purporting to come from one Caro-
line Morris, of Boston, United States of America, but
bearing only the post-mark of Sierra Leone, in which it
was stated that the wife died in her house. Now this
letter, though received in evidence, was not impounded by
the Court, so that we cannot examine it.  But this is of no
consequence. ' Sir William Hackett, the then judge, ex-
amined it, and (we are guaranteed that every word sent to
us on this subject is exactly correct) said it brought no
conviction to his mind; it was worth nothing at all (see
page ). Itisquite clear from this that if Sir William
Hackett had then charged the. jury, he would have laid
down that there was no case, and that they must find for
the defendant. The defendant seems not to have asked
for that decision, because he expected a witness to arrive
on the Coast who could prove the plaintiff’s first wife to be
still alive. But the onus of this proof did not rest on him,
because that of the proof of death rested on the plaintiff.
The cause stood adjourned sine die. Sir William Hackett
is shortly after removed and promoted. hSoon, Governor
Blackall’s conspiracy against the rights and liberties of the
people is crowned with success, and juries in civil causes
are abolished. The office of Judge of the Supreme Court,
held by Hackett, is alsoabolished. A new order of things is
established. Instead of a Judge with a 1,000/ a-year,
there is to be o “ Judicial Assessor and Chief Magistrate,”

.
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with 6007 a-year. Mr. W. A. Parker; of the Scotch Bar,
is appointed, and goes out to Cape Coast. He becomes
the tenant of the plaintiff Good; he is in habits of fre-
quent friendly intercourse with him, being at the sama
time nt variance with the defendant. The cause was first
heard before Judge Hackett in August, 1866. M.
Parker arrived on the Coast in January, 1867. There 18
no revival of the cause; no summons by the Court to the
~ parties to proceed in it. J uly, 1867, arrives. Mr. Parker’s

health is so seriously affected, that it is evident he must leave
the Coast for n while {o re-establish it. He is to go by the
mail steamer about the Sth or 10th of August. On the
Ist August, in the morning, he sends round a summons
to attend his Court at twelve that day for hearing judg-
ments in pending causes. TWe omit all the details, and
merely state that he did, then and there, taking, it is
alleged, the defendant altogether by surprise, deliver the
judgment complained of, by which he gave tho plaintiff
the full amount of damages laid in the suit 2007, and 10/
costs, upon which judgment the defendant was soon after
thrown into prison, where he pow remains, unsble to
appeal {o the Supreme Court at Sierra Teone because
quite ‘destitute of means, as Judge Parker well
knew, to give the necessary security, he having shortly
before received his certificate of insolvemcy from Mr.
Parker’s Court. Here are the main facts: In our last,
page 54, we gave the defondant’s petition to the Governor-
“in-Chief; and now, page 73, we give Sir William Hackett's
observations, &e., and Mr, Parker’s judgment, as extracted
from the books of the Court by the proper officer. 'We are
not satisfied with that judgment any more than the incar-
corated defendant is; we are not satisfied either with it or
with the circumstances under which it was delivered. It
gives us the impression of a judgment by surprise; and a
judgment by surprise is an iniquity. We maintain that
no jury would have given a verdict of guilty, much less
2007 damages. Why had not the plaintiff in all that long
delay of which Judge Parker complains in his judgment—
why had not the plaintiff in all that long time obtained a
cortificate of his first wife’s death from Boston, if she died
in the bouse and at the time stated in the unimpounded
letter he brought at first as evidence before Sir V. Hac-
kett, and which Judge Hackett condemned? He could
have got it very well in six months, much more in. twelve
months, and was not, according to our view, entitled to
damages until lic had obtained it. We maintain, further,
that Judge Parker had no right to treat as evidence
that letter upon which he grounds his decision. It has
never been impounded, is still in possession of the
plaintiff, if it any longer exists, and was not legally before
the Court when the judgment was promounced. But
whether we are right or wrong in this, we are certainly
justified in asking, Is the administration of justice in the
West Coast Settlements placed on a satisfactory footing by
the now existing regulations ?  We maintain that it is not;
and that to offirm the contrary is an insult to common
sense. e have another case before us that confirms our
view, although the jury question is not mixed up with it
My. Chalmers, also of the Scotch Bar, Judicial Assessor
and Chief Magistrate at the Gambia, allowed, somo short
time ago, judgment  to be signed on a bill of exchange at
the instance of a native acting there as an attorney and
pleader, who also obtained a decision of the same judge
by which an alleged debtor, detained in prison on the suit
of Thomas Brown and Co., was set free. Mr. Brown
was then absent in England. He returns to the colony.
He is a merchant who, although not holding by any

means the first position in the colony, was recommended

by Colonel )’Arcy to be, and therefors i3, the only mercan-

tile member of the Legislative Council, and wa‘s,also,,b;
fore Mr. Chalmers arrived, Acting Chief Justice. My,
Brown is furious against this native attorney for freeing

whom the native attorney had obtained judgment as above
mentioned. Contrary to expréss regulations in, Sierra
Leone, and to former usage in the Gambia, Mr. Chalmers
allows this European merchant, member of the Legisla-
tive Council, and ex-Supreme Judge, &s., to appear in his
Court for that person—to add to his other titles that of a
pettifogging attorney. In this capacily he moves to set
aside the judgment; the native attorney appears to defend-
it. Half-an-hour before the case is to be heard, Mr. Chal.
mers and Mr. Brown have & mesting at another Xuropean.
merchént’s-house—the employer of the iridividual against,
whom judgment had been signed. Mr. Chalmers' comes
into Court and pronounces for Mr. Brown. We do not
say, we do not care, whether Mr. Chalmers was right or
wrong in thus setting aside the judgment before obtained
in his Court ; but we do say that he ought never to have
allowed a person in Mr. Brown’s position to appear amd
practise as an attorney, that he ought to have avoided a-
previous interview with Mr, Brown, and that justice, even-
supposing it to be pure and perfect justice; does not.
oceupy a position to insure respect when thus administered.,
There must be & change of system ; but, meanwhile, how
is it to be decided whether the defendant in Good 0. Fin--
lason is rightfully in prison? and how is he to be re-.
lieved, if, as we believe, the judgment against him was:
wrongfully given ? S '

CAPTAIN NESS, 4rs WEST INDIA REGIMENT. .~

We hear with de:p regret that the Gold Coast has lost the
services of Lieutenant Ness, of the 1st West India Regiment,
who has returned to England in the bi-monthly steamer which
arrived on the 18th inst., having succeeded by purchase fo a
captainey in the 4th West India Regiment. Ve gave an account
in our last of Captain Ness's judicious and effective arrabge-
ments in an expedition to Ningo and Pram Pram, since which he
hss seftled a very serious dispute at Akropong between the King
and one of his principal chiefs, by which eminent services he has
re-established the anthority of the British Government in those
parts of_the country. S

RIOTS AND DESTRUCTION OF MISSIONARY PROPER
‘ IN ABEOKUTA."

T0 TER EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
Lsgos, October 21, 1,8{57.

sorry to hear, that on Sunday, the 13th inst., there were serious
riots in Abeokuts, when the residences of the Earopean mis-
sionaries were attacked and plundered by the mob. I canuot
now enter into full details, which will be sent to you by next
mail, os well as general information of the exciting causes which
led to this sad catastrophe. I shall only briefly say here that.
these riotous acts are attributed to a suspicion in the minds of this
ignorant people of hostile proceedings on the part of the Ad-
ministrator of Lagos, which they say the missionaries in Abeo-

large, as otherwice they would have represented the injustice o
such proccedings to their Queen, who is so much disposed &
peace; and add, that while they have enemies without ther
walls, they will not keep one within.

You will, however, be glad to hear that the Basorun and
principal chiefs are deing their utmost to find end restore the
property that has been robbed from the missionaries, and that
there is every prospect the rioters will be severely punished—
the most guilty may even be put to death, ' .

It is very unfortunate for the merchants and traders of Lagos
fhat these thiogs should have happened, when they were all
looking forward to the coming seaton for a quiet and prospercus
trade.—Yours truly, Liaos

) The Espoir, screw gun-vessel, Captain M. S. L. Peile, arrived
in the Medway on the 17th, from the West Coast of Africa, o be
put out of commizrion. Sho was commissioned for the West Coast

Novcember, 1864,

his debtor, and takes up the case of the person against .

.has commilted bigamy, and that you are going to prosecute and
- - put him in the chain gang for bigamy,’ whereby plaintiff’s repu-
.‘tation and character have been grievously defumed.. Damages,

Sit,—I am deeply grieved fo communicate, as you will be" _one Caroline Morris, stating .that plaintifi’a wife was dead;
D 4

_gon. The defendant knew of tbis letter; and, if its contents
. were teue, the plaintiff could not have committed the imputed

"tioned, produced this letter, on which slone he relied for
_closed on ‘both sides, the following (by tho document in our

kuta have sanctioned, although they must be detrimental to the -
progress of their great werk and the interests of the country at -

. daughter that was with her. Did you write her again ?

. must confess it does not. 1If it had been a genuine one surely
. he must have heard again, 1 must say that sufficient evidence

Dec. 23, 1867.)
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REPRESENTATIVE FOR AFRICA. - : |
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,

) London, November, 1867.

Sir,~—To induce a more substantial interest in the government
of Western Afric_a by the Colonial-office; to bring more effec-
tually and unhesitatiogly their wants and requirements, as well
as their grievances, before the notice of the proper authorities;
to effect a thorough and proper government of the poor inhabi-
tants of that unfortunate Coast, and to establish a feeling of
jnterest for them and relating to their affairs in the mind of
some of tha higher classes of our population, requires a respon-
gible person to be nominated and paid for by the inhabitants of
the Coast as their official agent in this country. I am sure it
would be a great help to good Governors, as well as to the go-
verned, by streogthening the hands of the former for carrying
out measures which the immediate and permanent interests of
the latter require. .

Canada, New Zealend, and Australia, whilst siruggliog for
existence, had their representative io this country, who by con-
stant work effected a great change in their administration, and
did more than any other effort could have done, by first crealing
an interest in the colonies and ultimately leading to the develop-
ment of their resources. Itis by the establishment of an official
agenoy or commissioner in this country that the much-abused
Western Africa can have that voice which would give effect te
anything written or discussed, with the object of securing the
fature welfare of its populations.

At a meeting held at ——-, West Coast, not very long ago, I
was told that the nomination of such an agency was very seriously
discussed, and it was calculated that the sum of 1507 would be
subscribed anpually, as the quota of that place, towards defraying
the expente, If Sierra Leone and other parts of the Coast would
undertake to guarantes a sufficicnt sum—say in all from 5007. to
600/, a-year—such an agenoy could at once be attempted, and
the amount of good that would arise from it can only be judged
by whst was effected in other colonies. : i

I have only to suggest the above for the consideration of those
on that unfortunate Coast, in which I have always taken the
Jiveliest interest.—Yours, &ec., A Coxstast READER,

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AT CAPE COAST.
: g ' Goop v. Frxrasox.

- This canse was entered in the Supreme Court, Sir . Hackett,

Chief Juslice, on the 15th Auguast, 1866. The causc is thus set

forth  ** Tor having falsely, wilfully, and maliciously uttered these

words in public of, and concerning plaintiff—viz., * that plaintiff

2007, sterling.”

2Plea.—General issue and justification—special.

The utterance of the words was established by the plaintiff and
not disputed by the defendant. The plaintiff was known to be
a married man, but in February, 1865, ho received a letter, pur-
portibg to come from Boston, United States, and to be signed by

whereupon he was married again at. Cape Coast to another per-

offence; whereas, if they were not true, avd if the first AMrs,
Good were not dead, he had committed it. The plaintiff, on
the hearing-of the cause on 15th August, 1866, as above men-

establishing the death of the first Mrs. Qood. The case being

hfnds, said to be copied from the record of the Court) then took
place,

Judge Hackett then called Mr. Good (the plaintiff) up, and
asked him the following question :— "

Judge: Mr. Good, I perceive by this letter of Caroline Morris,
from 81, Jones-street, Boston, that she desired you to write her
again on the subject of your wife's death, and absut your

J. W. Good : I did, but never heard from her. :

Judge: That is most strange! I am sorry to say, Mr. Good,
that I have no faith in your letter. It is not worth enything.
It will be very easy for you to prore that your wife really died at
31, Jones-street, Boston, because you have received s letter
already, and you know where to apply for belter proof than has
been produced yet. The law presumes a person to be alive until
he has been proved tobe dead. If this letter had been proved to
be genuine, then the point would be at once settled. Does that
letter bring to my mind that the plaintiff’s first wife is dead? I

death must prove it. In point of fact that letter is not worth

anything. Defendant has stated that & Captain Webber had told -
him ehe was alive. It is just possible that defendant will be

at.)le to prove it. I might refer to the letter haviocg only the

Sierra Leone post-mark, whilst it hails from Boston, United

State of America. I think, therefore, for the interests of both

parties, that this case had better be postponed for the arrival of

Captain Webber, -

Defendant then stated that he expected Captain Webber would
be there in twomonthe. It was then postponed for two months.

Subsequently, deferdant applied to have the case postponed
until the arrival of Captain Webber, which was allowed by Judge
Hackett on Monday, the 20th August, 1866.

Thus ended the case Good ¢. Fiolason until the 1st Augast,
1867, when (ride African Times, September 1867, p. 30,) his
Honour W. A. Parker, the present chief magistrate, gave judg-
ment, without any re-hearing or further evidence in Court,
against the defendant, for the foll- amount of damages claimed—
viz., 2001, with 10Z costs, as follows :—

{ Eztract from books of the Court by Thomas Hutlon, Clerk of the
. Court.) ’
JUDGMENT IN THE CAUSE GOOD 0. FINLASON.
Court of Civil and Criminal Juslice, Cape Coast, July 27, 1867.

In the action instituted before the said Court in the name and
at the instance of John Waller Goog, trader, of Cape Coast, plain-
tiff, ageinst William Charles Finlason, also of Cape Coast, defen-
dant, concluding for damages for defamation, 200/.

His Honour the Chief Magistrate and Assessor, having care-
fully vcad over and considered the evidence which was led before
hiz Honour the late Chief-Justice Hackett upon the 15th and
17th days of August, 1866, and which last day the case was
called and reserved for judgment, finds that, upon the 20th day
of August thereafter, on the motion of the defendant and .by
special ledve of the Court, the case was adjourned for the evidence
of one Captain Josiah Webber, which the defendant undertook to
produce within two months after date, failing which judgment
would . be pronounced, finds that, instead of {wo months, a
period of eleven months had been allowed to elapse without any
apparent attempt to produce the evideuce which the defendant
pretended to have in his power, therefore circumduces the terms.
for producing this and all other evidence in the cause, and holds
the same as closed accordingly; and on the merits finds that the

| evidence led in this cause discloses in its particulars ome of the

most malicious cases of defamation that.could be possibly con-
ceived. Finds that the letter which the plaiutiff received from
America was, in so far as thers was any means of ascertaining i,
in good and valid piece of evidence of the death of the first Mrs,
Good, that it was duly and carefully weighed and considered by
Mr. F. C. Grant, the senior magistrate of Cape Coast, and also by
the Rev. William West, Wesleyan general superintendent, and
that the second marrisge of the plaintiff proceeded from the
acknowledged validity of its contents by all parties. Finds that
it is sufficiently instructed that, when the dcfendant was in the
employment and confidence of the plaintiff, and had sctually
taken professional fecs from him to promote a suit of divorce
against the first Mra. Good, who was then supposed to be alive,
he, the defendant, had for reasons of private malice turoed round
upon his employer, and done what he could to raise and circulate
a charge of ligamy, &c., against the plaintiff, his former
employer, thereby occasioning great distress and annoyance to the
plaictiff and his famwily.

On the whole matter decerns against the said VY. C. Finlason,
defendant, for the payment of the sum of 2007, as concluded for,
together with 10/, as taxed expenses of process and as dues of
extract and auditor’s fee, and orders judgment to proceed and go
forth, thetefore, accordingly.

_ {Signed)

. W. A. Panxkxr, Chief Mogistrate and Assessor.
(Extracted from books of Court by Thomas Hutton; Clerk of
Courts.)

Nofe—Upon this judgment the defendant, W. C. Ficlason,
was shortly after arrested, and lodged in prison at Cape Coast, in
which he yet remains. The following correspondence will
explain why the above has only lately reached us.—Ep. 4.7.

‘ Cape Coast, West Africa, Sept. 10, 1867.
GOOD ©. FINLABON.

Sir,—Will you be good enough to inform me whether you
have copied the proceedings in the above cause, as ordered by
the Court and his Excellency the Administrator, a3 I am_pre-
pared to pay the usual fee for the extracts, and also for the judg-
ment in same cause. g

I shall also be obliged if you will inform me if you have
applied to his Honour the Acting Chief Mugistrate to compel the
plaintiff in above cause to file with you, vs clerk and registrar, the
letter from Caroline Morris that he produced in Court on the

does not salisfy me that she is dead. The party who alleges the

15th August, 1866, to prove his first wife's death.
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As these matters are of vitel importarce o we, I trust that it]
will not be nccessary for me to apply again to you.—I am, Sir,
your obedient servant, W, Cras. Frsrasoy, Defendant.

To Thomas Hutten, Esq., Clerk and

Registrar, Cape Coast.
Cape Coast, September 17, 1867.

My dear Sir,—I have, as you requested me to do, desired the
Clerk of Court to give me copics of the papers in the case Good
v. Finleson, ond he tells me that he is instrucled by Dr. Thomas
not to give up any papers or copies in connexioh with that cause.
Also the letter of Caroline Morris has never been filed in Court,
por kas the original, which is at this moment in the hands of Mr.
Good.—1Y am, youra troly, (Signed) A. R. Hourrox.

. C. Fiolason, Esq., Cape Coast.

ADDENDA.

It is further stated to us by the defendant (but of this we
have no other proof), now in prison, that about six months ago,
Mr. Good, the plaintiff, without any notice to the defendant ac-
cording to law, obtained a Mr, Fitch, an American, who was per-
mitted by Mr. Parker to give evidence in Court, unkKnown to the
defendant, that he had heard in America that Mre. Good had
bolted with another man; but about Mrs. Good’s death Mr
Fitch was silent. It is further stated that, on hew:iog of this
strange and novel proceeding of Mr. Parker, the defendant re-
monstrated with him, whev he assured defendant that Mr. Fitch’s
evidence did not in the least affect his case. = It is also further
stated that about a month aftér the above occurrence defendant
was informed that a cook on board one of the American vessels
on the Coast had stated that he had seen Mrs. Good No. 1 in
America lately ; upon which the defendant immediately obtained
from Mr. Parker’s Court a witness summons, peid the usual fee
for service, and sent in search of 1he cook, or the supercargo, his
master; that the plaintiff, hearing of this, went to the defendant
and begged he would drop the matter; and that Mr. Parker also
requested of the defendant to drop the affair, which he at last
consented to do, and that the matter was then forgotten by him
until, on the morning of the 1st' August last, Mr. Parker sum-
moned the Court for that same day to hear judgments delivered,
and pronounced {ke sbove judgment.—En. A4.7.

HOW TO DECREASE MORTALITY IN WEST AFRICA.

What the French have done during the last years in Algeria
is, indeed, most remarkable, and the lesson to be learnt from it
is, that the work of reducing & death-rate from eighty in the
1,000 to fourteen in the 1,000, though not & slight one, is not an
impossibility. Xf we begin by looking at the chief towns of
Algeria we see how the task was undertaken. Bona was so un-
healthy in 1834 that whole regiments were swept away or in-
valided. Its death-rate is now stated to'be the same as that of
the more healthy towns of France. It is situated on a hill rising
directly from the ses, and & plain extends from it towards the
gouth at a very slight rise above the eea level, and with little of
a natural outlet for drainage. This plain received the rainfall on

" its surface, together with all the water flowing down from the

surrounding mountaing, with which its deep, rich, vegetable soil
was completely saturated. - It was resolved to drain this plain,
and the resolt weas an immediate reduction in the sick and death-
rate. . Boufaric, again, was situated on a marsh, the soil of which
was black, oozy, rotten, and saturated with water. A general
system of drainage has tarned this mareh into a dry, rich, and
healthy soil, and malaria is unknown in the town. The drainage
of the Lake Halloula has redeemed 34,000 acres of laund, which

- is peculiarly favourable to the growth of the very finest cotton.

The effect on the health of the reighbourhood has been such that
the intermittent fevers, which were formerly of the worst fype,
have vanithed, and the swarms of mosquitoes which once made
life almost intolerable have gone with the fovers. Thus, the
result of deep drainage and fertility has been permanently favour-
able to health, and the land which has been made to support life
has shown itself grateful to its cultivators. )

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE RE ASSAULT ON MB.
. HARRY FINDEN.
(Concluded,)
Downing-sireet, February 6, 1867.
Sir,—I am girecied by the Earl of Carnarvon to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, end fo inform you
that his lordship bas received no report. of the ordinance which
you refer to as having been pssscd by Colonel D’Arcy with ex-
press relation to the case of Dr. Elliott.
. His lordship regrets that owing to the refirement of both tho
Ohief Justice and the Queen’s Advocate, the judicial staff of the
settlement has been temporaiily weakened. But I am desired
to inform you that Mr. Chalmers went out by the mail packet of
{he 24th, to act as moagistrate at the Gambia, and that the whole

———
————

Question of the judicial cstablishments on the West Coast of
Africa is under consideration.—1I am, Sir, your obedient servapt
(Signed) T. Biuorr,

London, February 9, 1867,

My Lord,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your
lordship’s communication of the 6th insf., through Mr. Riliote
in which you inform me that you have received no report of the
ordicance to which I referred in my letter of the 25th January,
as having been passed by Colonel D’Aroy with express relation
to the case of Mr. Eiliott. ,

In reply, I have further the honour to inclese a proof slip of
two letters from Mr. Finden received by last mail, in which such

F. Fitzgerald, Eeq.

1 think warrant the belief that such an ordinance was so passed
as therein stated, and with the object therein set forth, although

.the late Administrator at the Gambia, Colonel D’Arcy, has

omitled to inform your lordship of the change thus made in the
administration of justice at the Gambia.—I have the honour to
remain, &c. F¥. FirzarraLy,
To the Right Hon. the Eafl of Carnarvon,
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

London, August 5, 1867.
Sir,—More than six months have elapsed since I had the
honour of receiving a communication from the Secretary of State
for War, informing me that the Field-Marshal Commanding-
in-Chief had been requested to call upon the medical officers
alluded to, to furnish a full report and explanation of their
condaet on the occasion.

The outrage committed by Dre. Oakes and Elliot having been
up to this time unatoned for, except by the very inadequate fine
of 20z. on Mr. Elliott by a friendly aeting magistrate at Bathurst,
without hearing the case, I have the honour sgain to call
attention to the subject, and to beg that you will acqaaint me
with. the decision of the Right Honourable the Field-Marshal
Commanding-in-Cbief, and of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
for War, relative to that wanton and unprovoked assault upon
my agent, Mr. Harry Finden, so disgraceful on the part of
officers in Her Majesty’s Service, as I must still consider it to-
have been.—I have the honour, &e., F. FrrzeRRALD.

To the Right Hon. Sir J. Pekington,

Secretary of State for War.

‘ War-office, August 15, 1867,
8ir,—In reply to your letter of the 5th inst., I am directed
by Secretary Sir J. Pakington to acquaint you that the explana-
tion which has been afforded by the medical offivers of their
conduct on the occasion to which™ you refer is held to be suffi-
cient by the military authorities, and he declines any further
interference in the matter.—I am, Sir, your obedieat servant,

: (Signed) " C. TazsoT.

F. Fitzgerald. . -

) ‘ August 16, 1867. -
Sir,—1I have the horour to acknowledge receipt of the letter
you have directed to be sent to me, dated 15th inst., in reply to
mine of the 5th ipst.,, and to express my deep regret at its con-
tents.

I am thereby informed that ¢ the explanation which has been
afforded by the medical officers of their conduct on the occasion
to which you refer is held to be suficient by the military autho-
rities,”” and that you therefore decline any farther interference
in the matter. < : ‘

I sm sure you will permit me to observe that there is some
one in addition to the military nuthorities who is entitled to an
opinion as to the sufficiency of the explanation given by these
medical officers. The African who was essaulted is a very re-
spectable trader in Bathurst; he was sought out at his own house
£>r insult, snd assaulted by those medical officers, who had no
previous knowledge of him, and no personal grievance against
him, simply and solely because he was my agent in Bathurst for
receiving subscriptions due for the African Limes newspaper, of
which I am proprietor and editor; and I am at a loss to conceive
what explanation of their conduct they can have given that
could be held sufficient by the military authorities.

As I am deeply interested in this matter, I beg most respect-
fully to suggest that I, as well as Mr. Finden who was dssaulted,
am entitled, if mot.to fedress, at least to the estisfaction of
knowing that the military authorities do not countenance an
justify such conduct on the part of the officers in Her Majesty’s
Army; because, if it {s considered to be established that officers
on leave may, if they can succeed in reaching a mail steamer
afler to doing, assault and wound the African agents of the
African Times with impunity, end without the assaulted persol
having any hope of redress either in the colonies or in England,
the lives of thoso agents may be constantly exposed to danger.

1 beg leave further moat respectfully to observe that the replies

X received from the late Secretary at War, General Peel, and also

details are given respecting the passing of the said ordinance as -
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from the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, who thanked
me for having brought the alleged conduct of those medical
offcers under his noﬁgo,& were such a8 induced me to believe that
conduct unbecoming in officers and gentlemen would be at least
€0 discountendnced by the military authorities as to give security
in future to my egents on the West Coast, and that I therefore
abstained from bringing the matter under the notice of Parlia-
ment, which I should otherwise have done during the present
eession.

X beg leave therefore most respectfully fo solicit that I may be
put in possession of copies of those explanations given by the said
medical officers, Dra. Oakes snd Elliott, which you inform me
were held to be suffeient by the militery authorities, and which,
a$ being sufficient, may be supposed to have exempted them even'
from censurs or reprimand.—I have the honour to remain, Sir,
your obedient sérvant, F. FrizorraLp,

To the Right Hon. Sir J. Pakinglon, Secretary

at War, Pall-mell.

ABYSSINIA.

(Latest ntelligence.)
S e : Sexare, Dzc. 7.
. The advanced brigade hasarrived and encamped. The weather
is fine. The troops ars well. The march into Abyssinia will be
_easy. The people are friendly. According to accounts from the
3ntgrlor, King Theodors has destroyed Debra Tabor by fire. He
is encamped in the neighbourhood, and intends marching to Mag-
dala. The iosurgents will resist his advance. The natives kill
his stragglers. .

. M ARRIAGE.
Ropry—Me1zoEr.—On the 31st October, at Bt. George's
C_athqgral, Sierra Yeone, by the Rev. R. W. Hartshorn, M.A.,
Colonial Chaplain, assisted by the Rev. J. Johnson, Henry
Robbin, Eeq., of Abeokuts, to Eunice Henrietta, third daughter
of Mr. George Metzger, of Freetown, Sierra Leone.—No cards.

DEATH.

Catruire.—At. Cape Coast, on the 11th of October, 1867,
Susan Anp, wife of Mr. James Catilice, of Cape Coast. Mra,
Catiline was a native of Cape Palmas, Liberia, and was married
to Mr. (_)atiline in 1843. 8he was a sincere Christian, and died
strong in faith of a resurrection unto eternal life, aud deeply
lamented by her family and friends. ' T

Plover, 8, double strew, Commander J. Poland, left Plymouth
on Wednesday, November 27, for the West Coast of Africa.

Megeera, 6, Captain James Simpson, arrived at Spithead on
Thursday, November 28, from South Awmerica, and the West
Coast of Africs, with supernumerarics and stores. ]

Rirzroaps ror Corosies:.Cexrrar Rusr Systmar—Mr. Fell,
of the Mout Cenis Railway, writing to the Colonial Engineer
of Natal, says: “ With engines of about sixteen tons weight,
Teils of 501bs. to the yard might also be used ; and if you adopt
gradients of one in eighteen, and curvés of five chains radius, you
would succeed in constructing cheap and paying lines, even over
a difficult country.”

W. MALLALIEU & CO,,
MERCHANTS, COMMISSION AGENTS, &e.,

. HAVING considerable experience in the Africun Trade, con-

1 -fidently offer their services to rative traders and others,
as Agents for the consignments of produce and the execution
of orders.

All commissions entrusted fo their eare will meet with prompt
attention, and orders will De executed at the lowest prices.

Terms may be learnt on application to ‘ -

W. MALLALIEU & CO., X
9%, HATTON GABDEN, LONDON, E.C.

PROVISIONS.

THE undernoted Goods, now on hand for immediate shipment,
beivg only of the well-known brand of FORBES, Aber-
deen and London: Sardines, Preserved Salmon, ditto Lebsters,
dilto Oystere, ditto Herrings, ditto Mackerel, ditto Haddocks,
ditto Turbot, Dried Codfish, ditto Lingfish, High-dried Herrings,
Salted Salmon, ditto Herrings, ditto Mackerel, Preserved Fish
Soups, Herrings A la Sardines, Preserved Soups, ditlo Meals, ditto
Poultry, ditto Game, ditto Vegetables, ditto Milk, Potted Meats,
Anchovy DPaste, Jams, in Tins or Jars, Fruits, Bottled and Dried,
Pickles (Pure), Sauces, Mustard, Oatmea), Barley, Corn Flour,
The above may be had in any package or size ; also Haws, Bacon,

Cheese, and Butter.
Priced Lists and all other informalion may be obtained of Mr.
M. L. LEVIN, 1, Beris Marks, Londen, Sole Agent for West
Coast of Africa, and all orders forwarded him will receive imme-

IMPORTANT NEW WORK ON WEST AFRICA.
Just published by Messra. Churchill and Co., London,

Physical: and Medical Climate and Meteorology of
the West Coast of Africa,

WITH HIRTS TO FUROPEANS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
- HEALTH IN THE TROPICS.

By JAMES AFRICANTUS B. HORTON, M.D., Staff Assistant-
Surgeon of H. M.’s Forces in Vest Africa. Price 10s.

“ There is enough valusble origioal matter to render this, the only work
on the climate, &e., of Western Africa, of great value to all interested in
the preservation of European life in that malarious region.”—Medical Tirces.

“Dr, Horton's book partially supplies a long felt and acknowledged want.”
~—African Times, o :

Orders, with remittances, will be received by the Editor of
the African Times, 4, Coleman-street-buildings, Moorgate-street,
London, E.C. .

Post Office orders to Ferdinand Fitzgerald, Esq.

Will be published, by Subscription; s0 soon as 150 copies are
subseribed for, in Two Vols., 8vo, gilt, 21s,,

THE COURSE OF DIVINE LOVE.

¢t Oreation is Chbrist developed. Every object speaks of Christ,
ard reflects his beauty, his excellence and love. A chord of
love runs through ali the sounds of creation, but the ear of love
alone can distinguish it."—Dr. Cumming’s “Apocalyptic Sketches.”
By F. Firzerraro, Esq., Author of # The Kingdom of Heaven,”

&e., and Editor of the African Times.

Subscribers' names, with the amount of. Subscriptions, will be
received by the Agents of the African Times on the West Coast,
and by William Edwards, Esq., Manager of the African T¥mes,
4, Coleman-street-buildings, Moorgate-street, London.

JOHN BROWN, Junior,
- COMMISSION MERCHANT,
5, HATTON GARDEN, HOLBORN,
LONDON; E.C. ‘

NOTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
' PACKED by WALKER'S PATENT ROTATING
PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. Sugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, ‘and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.
17, COWPER STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON.

WEST COAST of AFRICA, MADEIRA, TENERIFFE.
-—The African Steamship Company’s fast and commodious
STEAMERS (carrying Her Majesty’s Mails), leave LIVERPOOL
on the 10th and 24th of EVERY MONTH (except that when
the latter date falls on a Monday the Day of Sailing will be the
25th).

T!?e packets of the 24th proceed  to MADEIRA,
TENERIFFE, BATHURST, SIERRA LEONE, MONROVIA,
CAPEPALMAS, CAPE COAST CASTLE, ACCR4A, JELLAH
COFFEE, LAGOS, BENIN, BONNY, FERNANDO *0, OLD
CALABAR, and CAMEROONS: T

The packets of the 10th are open to call, by special arrange-
ment, at any port on the West Coast of Africa, but as a rule
they will only call at Madeira, Sierra Leone, Cape Palmas,
Accra, Lagos, Bonny, Fernando Po, and Cameroons. Teneriffe
will be called at on the home route only.

The fine new Steamship MANDINGO, R. E. LOWRY, Com-
mander, will leave LIVERPOOL on TUESDAY, the 24th DE-
CEMBER, at 10.30 a.v. B
Passengers embark by steam fender, leaving the Prince’s
Landing Stage at 9.0 ., punctualiy.

Guods and heavy baggage must be alongside the ship at the
loading b.rth, Coburg Dock, not later than 6 rar on the 21st, a
Shipping Note required with each cartload, and contents of
packages described therein. .
Nore.—Goods for Sierra Leone will be landed thers at Com-
pany’s expense, but shipper’s risk ;" at all other ports they must be
taken from slongside on arrival, or they will be carried on and
transferred to floating depdts, or landed and stored entirely af
shipper’s risk and expence. ’

Goods for Cameroons must (for the preseut) be taken from
alongside at Greenpatch, at consignee’s risk and cxpense, but the
Company will shortly provide a small sailing vessel to convey
cargo between the esteamers at Greenmpatch and the anchorage
at Camercons, at shipper's risk. , L

Norzcz.—Parcels addressed to different consignees, and made
up in one packege, will be charged freight on each parcel as if
shipped separately. All freight must be prepaid.

Notice.—The ETHIOPE will be' despatched on the 10th
Janoary, for Madeira, Sierra Leone, Cape Pulmas, Acera, Lagos,
Bonny, Fernando Po, and Cameroons.

Yor further information apply in Liverpool to the Agents,
FLETCHER and PARR, 23, Castle-strect ; and at the Company's
Offices, 14, Lcadenhsll-etreet, Londoo.

<diate attention per return Mail,




i

GO ol a2
e e— Sy o, o= A~

o =

tmtan,
LY

cagrfincvaaiiade
fot
gty

S—

ey

76 THE AFRICAN TIMES, =~ [Dxo: 28; 1867.:

o ———

SYDENHAM HOUSE, 50, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. -

. b H

SAMUEL BROTHERS, - -

MERCHANT TAILORS AND OUTRITTERS.
ON THE SYSTEM OF CHARGING THE LOWEST. PRICE POSSIBLE FOR READY, MONEY. - T e

PR

During twenty-iwo ¥eArs their Clothing bas been’ célebrated for sound economy, perfect fitting, and thé most -
: ST - gentlemanlike style.. .

THE WORLD-FAMED SYDENHAM SUITS AT B
Are manufactured in suitable styles for all occasions, and in the various substances of cloth for all climates;
MORNING & BUSINESS SUIT8-.. . 42s. to 84s. | DRESS & PROMENADE SUITS . . 59s.tollds -
TROUBERS . - - « . « s « - 148 10265 T_RQUS_EI{S Colaere e e 178, 84 to 303 .
THE NEW BOOK ON GENTDEMEN'S ATTIRE -~ Gt sren
Contains Forty-three Engravinge to represent theFashionable Styles, a List of Prices, and novel rules for Self-
B . ~ measure. .Price 6d., deducted from a purchase.”- . .. 1 : I
Ahy garment dan be supplied b sending.thie following measures : Give, it inches; whole height of person,
i For a Czat——Roqgckthe breggt,'»mugd the‘,.\ir[afitgt, from centre of back to tLe,v;ma?;v for length of slesve, arm
S bent. For- Waid; gt—Round breast and waist. For Trmssers—-Le'ngth outside Beam from top to bottom,
length insidé seati from fork t6 bottom, round the waist, round the seak, =~ vt Fe P

LAMPLOUGH'S .

EFYFERVESCING =

" PYRETIC SALINE.

. RS ¢

.Important to Ensush mnlsters, British éonmls, and Europeans seeking to résIdp: m"sa,fety': in Tioplosal 81}d fﬁrelgn,gﬁm&tps.
Majesty's Representative, the Governor of Slerra Leons, in a latter of request for an addltional supply of the'Eyretio §§1lna, s?a

is of GREAT VALUE, and I shall rejolce 16 hear it i in the hands of all Europedns vlslgh}sﬂl_é‘-'l‘r?pl%’f; .
% Half a teaspoonful, taken in a tumblér of water, contributes miore to the. refreshment of the body than.any knowgipgfeiagfe, ‘o
Rvigorating and vitalising the blood, it allevidtes thifst in a most agreeable manner;-and -furnishesthg” system_with those
saline principles that are essential to health. = -~ ° S : R A S ‘
SICKNESS, HEADACHE, and NAUSEA are in 1163t cases immediately relieved by-taking a teaspoonful: in-&_fue
¢cold water; this can be repeated once or twice in two ‘hours, if needfuk. | T U A Y
SEA VOYAGES.—It is a very valuable accompaniment, and should on no account be omitted ; it inataptly allays the siokuess, 1
For BILIOUS CONSTITUTIONS, giving rise to vitiated Secretions, Indigestion, 8:!}(1 Bruptions on the Skin-—a teaspoeqaful »
should be taken daily, with the dinner, in o tumbler of water, and the same quantity oo goiog tobed. .. .. e el Yoty
" Tn cazes of DIARRH(EA, put as much Maguesia as will lio on 2 shilling into half a_tumbler of water, let this fall.to the [+ |
bottom of the glass, and then stir joto it a teaspoonful of the Saling, and drink during effervescence. - SRR T R
In JUNGLE, YELLOV, -SCARLET, TYPHUS, and GASTRIC FEVERS, and ERUPTIVE DISEA§ES,1& shoold -be
iven in teaspoonful doses every four hours, in a glass half full of water, or with " &n -icoreased. quantily. of ‘water. if the.
tient suffers from thirst. ‘ . Ty e
W. Stevess, Bsq,, M.D. aud D.C.L,in & work upon fevers, states-that since its introduction the fatal We_gt ‘Ile”d'ig Favers are
deprived ‘of their terrors. - In_the Island of Trinidad alone, out of upwards of Qoe Thougg& tréated on this plan, thére were ,
only cleven deaths. T ' C - ) LR et St
1t is particularly recommefided to all who have at any period of life taken Calowe), or Mercurial preparatious, 10
their removal. . For such it is-necessary.to take the Effervescing Pyretic Saline for several months in goall regeated doses.
N.B.—Keep the bottle well corked,iuse a dry spoon, and it will retain its valuable properties unimpaired b} time or climdate. :
Dr. Septimus Gibbon, of the London Hospital, in his letter, states: %t i3 the best _preparation of the kind I have gier met with
Its usefulness in the treatment of disease has long been confirmed by wedical experience.” ‘1ts “suiperiority Consists in its beiog renidered
thoroughly anhydrous, &c., &c. [ speak from adequate knowledge of the preperation, havifg beed in thé habit of using it inipnvats prac-
tice for many years, and having teken a large quantity with me when I went as physician to the Smyrna Hospital. In hot climates, the
preparation is of especial value.—~August 7, 1857."” . T ST e e T
Dr. Spprks, Government Medical Inspector of Emigrants from the port of London, writes: * From ‘my, petfonal "and professional
use and kuowledge of thevalue of Mr. Lamprovor’s PYRETIC SALINE, for many years past,-I have great pleasure .in bearjing m -cordisl
tﬁs&imony to i;s eiﬁcagy 1“:3 the treatment of- many of the ordi.ury and chronic forms oF Gestric Complaints and other forms o Febrile
jspepsia.—August 5, 1857." - ) s T : . o e oo
’ Yrom G. D, Sawyer, Fsq, M.D,, 22, Guildford-street, Qussell-square: « do hereby certify with pleasure that I have tested, én
several occasions, the efficacy of Mr. Lauerovcr's Praetio SaTixE, in Gastric and Enteritic Irritalion; and>also in Low Fevers, attended -
with Derangement of the Digeslive Organs.” - N . R
" From Thomss Carr Jsckson, Esq., F.R.C.S., and Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital, London; *1 hdve no hesitation 10
recommending the compound of Mr Tavprovog's SaLise Pymeric. It i an admirable Febrifuge, and-will be-found an eligible Medicine .
where such remedy is indicated. I am in the habit of prescribing it largely, its cornposition. beiug known to me ; and I have every reason
to be satisfied with it. It is beautifully prepared, and can be used at & moment's notice without.trouble, and is tthl'efoie"iilﬂlcull’]Y
adapted for use in public service.” . S ) g Co e o
. . From David Morgan, Esa., M.D., M.R.CS., snd L A.C, &o., Medical Officer of the Clerkenwell Parish: ¢ [ have muok pleasurs
in bearing testimony to the medicival qualities of Mr. LavpLocon's Pyreric SALiNg., I have used it oxtensively in the treatment of
Diarrhoea and Febrils affections generally, and have found it an admiruble Refrigerant . Medicine, well calcnlated for diseases in,cideu‘#‘.w
warm climates, more particularly in Ohiplera and Fever, as it possesses chemical properties capable of furnishing tha blood with ue
matter.—Pentonville, August 8, 1857.” = : X R T R
- Messrs, Orr and Bons, of Madrds, in & lelter dated September 23, 1888, state Surgeon-Msjor C. Murray Duff M.D,, &0, had
ealled for a further supply of 8)] that we could give him, and spoke of its remarkable effects in the Jungle Fever in quite,:enthu;li‘-‘”‘
terms, directing a further supply to be sent overland, besides what had already been forwnrded by the Cape, .. - = ... i ¢ U s
A caso of Jungle Fever bad been treated with the partisl contents of one bottle with iperfect success; the medigal attendalt, of oonsls
derable repute, likes the medicine much, and wanis more. . : A e
1o another case of eevere Yomiling, the atient was relieved after the third dose; and fell into a refreshjag sleap. . N
My, Guthrie, Army Medical Director, became a warmd advocate for its ush in various diseases, and‘h'ﬁg"_{h_éPP;retié' Saline direct from
the proprietor for personal and family use. o - R B A
H. LAMPLOUGH. 118, HOLBORN, E/C. -~ g
SPECIAL AGENTS FOR LAMPLOUGH'S PYRETIC SALINE:— -

Messrs, ORR & Co., Madras; Messrs, THACKER, SPINE & Co. Calcutta; Medars. TREACHER & Oo, Banh‘); '
CANTOR and CO., SIERRA LEON'E_..J_" T I
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