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c~FOR GOD, AND GOOD TO AFRICA AND HER PEOPLE."

c, Ta~ to me anyw~re of Power, and I’H fell you of Protr.clion. JTenHoJ~ a 3[a~rat¢, ar~ t~ (ztca follow~ of Property. ~haw
ra~ any Gocernment, arm yo~ are to s~ the proTosed interest of the~ gm~rr~.d. Power constitutcd otherwise is a mor~ter
that is imt~te in erery system wfiere there is any ~wtlon of the justica of God or the good of mar~qnd."--ED~uXD BURKe.

"If any Colan~s~ steer8 Jrora injustice, whatever may be ~18 c~..% ~is condition, or A£~ cogent, he has a riqh~ to redress at
the hands of the ColShial AHniz~er in tMz cOuntry."----EARL OF CARSARVOX, SZCRZTARY OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
Auovs’r 2, 1866.
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AF’RICAN AGENCY
For Transacting Business in ~,ngland for Native and other Traders on the West Coast0f Africa.

y consequence of wishes expressed from all parts of the West Coast, Mm FIZZGERIZ.D has made arrangements for selling
produce Consigned to him by ships to London or Liverpool ;~ and purchasing, an4 shipping goods ordered against the proceeds

of consignments or other effective remittances only, from either Of the above ports, on a system by which the greatest possible
advantage of the markets will be secured to the A~cxx TR~xa, who will not be charged one penny beyond what is actually
¯ paid, except only the commission openly debited in account.

~I:l~[ers and bills of lading, whether the shipments be to or from London or Liverpool, to be addressed
F. FITZGERALD, Es~.,

120, Stockwell-park-road,
London, S.W.

"lg.B.--Open Policies on Insurance for Produce from the Coast by the :gaff Steamers; but intended Shipments should be
advised if possible.

PRELIMINARY NOTICE.
THE

BRITISH AND AFRICAN STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.
rapidly increasing wants of the African Trade have for some time past demanded additional regular steam co umunieation

,J. -with the ports on the West Coast.
This Company, formed to meet that demand, intend to dispatch, early iu "January next, the firs~ of their line of steamers, at

present being constructed on the Clyde, for Trading between GLASGOW, LIVERPOOL, and the WEST COAST of AFRICA.
The first Steamers of this line will be named the ROQUELLE, the BONNY, and the ZAIRE (or CONGO).
All the Company’s ships will be under the command of experienced captains; they are being specially built for the African

-Trade, and besides being comfortably fitted up for passengers, they will have extensive cargo space, which will enable them to
carry rough goods at moderate rates.

The Steamers are to sail monthly, and the ports which it is intended shall be called at are SIERRA LEONE, CAPE
PALLAS, CAPE COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, LAGOS, BENIN, BONh"Y, OLD CALABAR, and :FERNANDO PO, but ehould
sufficient inducement offer, arrangements will be made for their calling at other ports, either on the outward or homeward voyages.
¯ For farther information apply, in Lo.x~o.% to ALEX. WALKER, 2, King’s Arms Yard, ~oorgate-slreet; in Gz~ow, to
¯ TAYLOR, LAUGtILAND, and Co., 91, Buchanan-street; or, in LzvzRPoo~, JOHN DR]tIPSTER, 2, Brunswick-street.

: WEST AFRICAN MAILS.
The mo~hl~ and bi.montbly mails arrived duly.at Liverpool

o~t the-lst~ lath of November.

¯ - AFRICAN PRISONS.
zo Tar znnos oz zEz xpnxcxx zntza.

¯ Sir, L--The death of a European in the loathsome celia of Acorn
-has given a great shock to public feeling and powerfully conceu-
,1~ted attention to the state of our Africau prisons. The coro.
¯ ~fidr’s inquest, which took place in J’uiy last, reveals a state of
. th|figs:moreworthy of the most barbarous ages, than of the civil-
isation and sanatory advancement of the year 1868. The Com-
mandant, theChief Magistrate--every Oovernm eat officer down
"tothe jailer-- should~blush at the revelations. The revelations
whieh have taken place cast completely into -the shade the awful
disclosures made in the days of Mrs. Fry. Five or six beings
crowded into one cell, no regular ablutions practised by the pri-
soners ~uuk into the slough of despair, solitary confinement

carried to an unexampled excess, and, to crown all, no infirma-
ries provided withiu the prison for the sick and mentally and
bodily afflicted. This is a state of things which must not be
permitted any longer to exist, and I trust the practical and phi-
lanthropic mind of his Excellency Sir Arthur Kennedy, our
popular Governor-in.chief, has been turned to it, and that ff he
deems it necessary he will institute a commission of inquiry to
remedy these outrages agains~ the laws of humanity.
It ia quite useless for me to impress the people of Acorn with

the enormity of domesfio slavery,.when they can point out the
state of our prisons, where we ,mmure fellow-beings in a far
worse than Eo~’ptian slavery of old. There is something tragic
in reading the evidence produced upon the inquest, when a native
prisoner staten that his fellow.sufferer, in the cell the deceased
European, was dying. What attention this displayed upeu the
part of the physician and jailer of the prison [ Chief Ma~strate
Parker is so fond (in the indulgence of an ignorant and de.,rpotic
spirit) of crowding prisons, surely he should see that some sort
of sanatory provision should be carded on within their dismal /
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precincts ] I have grave doubts if the Government officers of
every grade in British Accra have not made themselves amenable
to the criminal law of England.--I am, Mr. Editor, yours, &c.,

W~. IL~rsr, Barrister.at-law.
Supreme Court, Sierra Leone, 27th October.

SIERRA LEONE¯
A SUPREME COURT OF JURISDICTI0.N TOR THE WEST AFRECAIg

Smu~rnar~xrs.--The offences of high officials or supreme officers
should never be tried in their own districts ; prejudiee% power,
bureau infirmity, and the inherent (nrl(naf{ons of mankind to
worship authority, forbid such a course¯ It would have been
absurd to have tried Warreu Hastings in India, or the notorious
"Eyre in Jamaica. In miuor instances the spirit of the English
law recoguL~_.s the wisdom embodied in this principle, and the
change of venue to avoid the jaundiced form of prejudice is oc-
casionally resorted to. Palmer was not tried iu Stafford because
it was well known that his desperate career had created an unre-
lenting prejudice against him, nor was Keppel tried on board of
his vessel nor in the presence of the fleet that advised him.
Thus in every instance, from the most exalted to the lowest, in
in every case where justice may he interrupted in her stern and
majestic course by human infirmity., the change of veuue be-
comes justieed. If this be necessary in :England and her most
enlightened colonies, how muchmore absolutely necessary in
primitive settlements like ours, where the :European wields an
absolute and too often au unscrupulous power. Does anyone be-
lieve, outside of a madhouse, that if the Court at Sierra Leone was
recognised under its pre~nt enlightened Chief Justice as a Supreme
Court of Jurisdiction to which the people of Cape Coast could resort
for justice as a matter of course, that unhappy Pinlason would
have suffered as he has from the foul antics of the little Nero of
Cape Coast and his silly judge? It is true that when these de-
linquents visit Sierra Leone legal proceedings may be taken
ao~.ust them, but the poor plaintiffs must give security for cozts,
ek~e the action cannot be proceeded with here; moreover these
visits may take place after the period prescribed by law to bring
the actions, and the unfortunate sufferers would be left without
any legal remedy. We could cite countless instances that have
occurred on the Coast where officials dressed out in a little brief
authority certainly have done deeds, to use Shakespeare’s ex-
pressive words, to "make angels weep." The atrocities of Cape
Coast powerfully awake our attention to this grave subject, and
we shall not fail at an early opportunity to resume it. Mean-
while we respectfully recommend it to the notice of our dis-
tinguished snpreme ruler, and we have no doubt that if a law be
pa~ed giving juri~iction to our Supreme Court over these eases
it would quickly put a stop to the cruelties of Judge :Parker at
unhappy Cape Coast.--Shrra Zoom Interpreter¯
The Ehrra Zeon~ interpreter contains a long report of a case

in the police-court, in which Mr. Algernon Montagu (against
whose appointment as acting assistant-judge of the Snpreme
Court we some time since successfully protested) charged one
Ashley Cooper with stealing from him 1/. 2s. The complainant
was Begistrar-Geneml of the colony and a barrister; the ac-
cused a discharged Army sergeant, who acted as his messenger,
by appointment of the Governor. The acting police magistrate,
A. W¯ Turner, E~., having patiently heard the evidence, said
that "he had come to the conclusion that there was nothing.
whatever against Sergeant Cooper. He had served upwards of~
twenty years in the Army, and had a character which, perhaps, I
not one person in a thou~ud could predu~. He had never been
before his commanding officer for misconduct, and he receives a
pension. He gets ls. 4d. a-day, which, hy the rules of the
service, could never be paid to him if that charge had. been
proved against him. It was not likely that he would have
jeepardL~ed that, his character, and everything else to steal
IL 2s. His worship here proceeded to review the evidence, and
having done s~ said he s~hered to his opinion. He saw nothing
whatever against Sergeaut Cooper. He had been reported to
Oovernor Blackall by Mr. Montagu for various things, who had
tried to have him dismissed, but he had been sent back, and then
that charge was brought against him. There was nothing to
support it, and Sergeant Cooper was therefore discharged; and
he left the dock without "the slightest stain upon his character."
If this report be correct, and the accused thu~ left the court,

we should like to know how the accuser left it ? Surely Mr.
:Montagu’s course must be nearly run as a Government official at
Sierra Leone ?

~[x.vxoAsc.Joz.--The news from Madegascar continues to present
considerable interest. A religious crisis seems likely to occur,
as the Protestant mit~-ionaries are making great progress, a strong
native party at present representing that professiou of faith even
among the heads of the Government. The people are in expects-
t-ion of a measure which, according to them, is imminenb--viz.,
a conversion en mane to the above-mentioned creed.

HOW TO ~C~EASE (!) RP, V~NUE.
TO ’r~E F_,DITOR OF THE Alr~IC&~ " ~IKES¯

Cape Coast, West Africa, net 18, 1868.
Sir,--In all Christian countries commerce is encouraged an~

fostered by those in authority, but at Cape Coast on the 0o14
Coast of Western Africa, such is not the case¯ Mr. Thee. Jones,
the colonial surgeon, who is now Acting Collector of Customs,
has for the last two months exerted himself to the highest degree
to drive our prinelpal merchants away to Elmiua. Amon~t
those who have suffered severely is the agent for the principal
and oldest mercantile house on the West Coast of Africa.
Whilst at Government-house a day or two ego, I overheard

this agent declare to the Acting Administrator, Mr. Simpson, that
he would only land his goods at Cape Coast when he could not
possibly avoid it, and one of bin principal reasons was the frequent
and unnecessary annoyances he ~as been subjected to.
It appears that Mr. Jones is not on friendly terms with th~

gentleman, and has summoned him for the most frivolous charges
about half a-dozen times. With one exception all have been
dismis.~d, but, Sir, this gentleman’s ships have been detained at
a great expen~ at Cape Coast whilst these imaginary charges were
pending, and iris hardly to be expected that he will rest ~atislled
only with having the summonses agaiusthim dismissed. Surely he
will follow the Sierra Leone precedent, and compel Mr. 3"on~
to pay heavy damages for his trouble in playing off fantastic
tricks. It is a lamentable state of things to see oommerbe
crippled, and no encouragement held out to enterprising mere
chants who have so greatly assisted the Government of the British
Protectorate on the Gold Coast¯
No foreign vessel will ever anchor at Cape Coast, and wh~u

the question is put to them as to their reaecu, I assure you the
answer invariably is, "If we go to Cape Coast we run too grdat
a risk; your Custom.house authorities are too uncivil, and their
extraordinary idea of English mercantile law compels us to give
them a wide berth."
I know immediately this statement appears in your valued

journal there will be a multitude of corroborative letters to you,
and-I do trust that those who have so oRen repeated the above
statement will come forward and endorse what is now written.
Sir Arthur Kennedy i.~ shortly expected here, and it is to be

hoped that some commissariat gentleman (who certainly is 
more fitting person to be entrusted with l=l’er Majesty’s colonial
chest) will be appointed to do the duties of Acting Deputy Col-
lector of Customs. Our revenue is greatly increased~ and no
person ought to have charge of so large an amount of money as
is now deposited in the colonial-chest without giving proper
securities.--Yours faithfully, SPgao ~o~a.

TO THE NATIVES OF CAPE COAST¯
Mankissim, Sept. 15, 1868.

The interests of the country recluirin.g that a gene .ml m~.ting
should be held for the purpose of di~ussmg and anmngmg markers
connected with the welfare of our motherland, it has been Ira>¯
posed that such a meeting should be convened at Mankissim on
the 1st October proximo¯ All parties therefore who profess to
have the wellbeing of their country at heart are desired to meet
there at that date, for the purposes above specified: Without the
unanimous aid of the whole community, it will be perfectly
impossible for any single individual or individuals to attomp%
with any prospect of ultimate sucee~ such an arduous nnder-

¯ .
,

" .
.

well to bear in mind, the interestof our country calling for unity
of action, unity of purpose, and unity of feeling.
To the educated classes do I particularly addre~ this circular,

for in you alone lies the hope of the eventual clvilisatlon and
ChHstianising of our beloved land; I therefore trust that you will
one and all come forward to assist in this glorious undertaking.

By order,
(Signed) S~cz-om~ l~umo~.

PRETENSIONS AND THREATS OF ASttANTEE.
¯ 0 YttE ]~DITOR O1~ ~ ~RIC~i" ~I:K]g~

Cape Coas~ October 8, 1868.
Sir,--You will perhaps be gurprised to hear of the mo~ in.

sulfing message which the King of Ashantee has sent to the
Fantee kings, through Mr. Simpson, the Acting Administrator.
I send it you enclosed. The messengers were Hx in number,
besides a few carriers. They arrived here on the 5th in~ and
as ~oon as this message was delivered, Mr. Simpson promised
them that he would send for the kings and chiefs or for their
deputetiona to receive the message. The words of thin message
certainly had their origin at Government-house, for ~ my..
endsteuce I never heard any such message fi’om the ~
A~hantee. The Fantee~ have had aoversl ineur~ons ag~u~

Igov~mz~ 23, 1868.] THE AFRICAN TIMES. .55
Elmina, and none of the kings of Ashsntee ever interfered, or at-
.tempted to send messengers to demand reasons or interfere
m any way. The Ashaatee messengers of whom I wrote you
before, reached Coomassie safe without being touched or molested
m any way by the Assins or the Denkerahs either.
The Elminas are suffering greatly; the Fantees kiduap some

of them every day, and since the latter returned home from encamp.
ing against the town, there have been more than one thousand
persons, men and women, caught. Among the last parties kid-
napped, and this close to Elmina, were six women ; one of them
was a bride newly-married, her honeymoon just commencing.
She was covered with gold trinkcts, soma say 20 o2., but from
other authority I hear only 5 oz., or 181. worth. This took
place only last week, and the Elminas are so much cut and in-
censed about it that they do not know what to do. Governor
:Boers wrote to Mr. Simpwn about it, threatening, as I under-
stand, that the Elminas are determined to take their revenge
upon one of the nearest villages to Elmina belonging to Cape
Coast, if this bride especially was not returned within four days.
A week had already elapsed, and we hear nothing more of their
~hreat. The Fantees would not return her nor any of the people
they had caught. I do not know what answer Mr. Simpson sent
to the Dutch Governor. I beg to euelose copy of a letter (for-
warded to me from Mankessin) from the Acting Administrator
to Mr. Brew, the Magistrate at Anamabce, to make use of in
any way you like.

~fr. Simpson gave a dinner-party about a fortnight ago to the
chiefs and captains of the companies of Cape Coast. ~rom what
I heard everything went on quietly and very well, so far as the
dinner was concerned and their repast. Subsequently the
Acting Administrator, who had taken his dinner in another
apartment with three of his military friends, came to them with
two bottles of Moselle. These he had opened, and ordered a
glass now and then to be given to each chief and to the captains,
and before each drank the contents of his glass, Mr. Simpson
asked whether they would take the advice he was about to give
them. The poor men answered innocently, "Yes; we are
ready to receive and obey it." "Then," said Mr. Simpson, "I
hope bygones will be bygones. Say nothing more about the
quarrels and contentions you had between yourselves ; bury them
all and agree’ amongst yourselves." After this country music
was brought into the yard, and the party did not break up till
eleven at night.~Yours truly, F~r~z.
P.S.~It is rumoured that some Ashautees have already

crossed the Prah.

THE KING OF ASHANTEE’S MESSAGE.¯

(Above alluded to.)
. October 6, 1868.

We are sent by the great King of Asheuteo to you with a
message for the ]~ings Quakie Pram of Denkerah, Chibboo of
Assin, end Eddoo of Fantee. The King s~id that he had heard
a few months ago that these kings had gone and invaded the
town of Etmina; theKing, wishing to be merciful, ha has for-
given them this time. "He has heard that they are preparing to
make another attack upon that town again. That the moment
they move against Elmina he would march dhwn his troops,
with a drawn sword in his own hands, and drive the Denkerahs
and Pantees into the sea. These messengers proceeded further
to state that the King upon two occasions sent his traders to Mr.
:Blankson, of Anamaboe, to purchase some silks and other goods.
The Assins wantonly seized the whole of the gold and detained
the men, and up to this day he has not seen a vestige of any of
them, and was very much surprised indeed to hear that one of
his court criers, amongst the lost messengers, had hung himself,
and why not all the mes~ngers hung themselves the same way ?
That the kings of Denkerah in former days did receive stipends

from the Dutch Government, that Quaskie Pram, the present
King of Denkerah, knows very well that these kings have been
beaten down and routed by him, and aRer they had been subdued
by the great King of Ashsntee and his successors, the stipends
that they did receive from the Dutch Government recoiled to
him. That the King of Denkerah knows that the same power
which subdued and ruled his ancestors is still in existence, and
how dared he to attempt to stop the path by which he sends to
receive his stipend (annual), and to stop his people from trading
as to preventing him from getting aeneas to the place where he.
eats his salt, drinks his, &e.
2. That ff the Fantees’and Assiss do not return to him the

seizure they made of 200 ounces of gold and sixty meu that they
had detained and plundered within thirty days from the day they
arrived here, he, the King, determined to rise from his stool and
take his revenge upon them, and drive them into the sea. In
conclusion, the King, to show that ha was in earnest in what he
bus said, swore upon all that was sacred to him (then he named
different oaths they have in Coomassie). The first ambas’~dor,

after delivering this mcs:~ge, said that "the King made me swear
that I will not omit one word out of the message he gave me¯"

(The .ddminf~tra~r’s Zelter a~o,’s allu~ed to.)

Government-house, Cape Coast,
September 29, 1868.

Sir,~I am in receipt of your letter of this date enclosing a
letter from Mr. Fergusou of yesterday’s date, stating that the
King of Anamaboe is at Denkera, and requesting that I would
postpone my visit to Auamaboe, as the kings and chiefs of the
Fantees, after their intended meeting on the let October, would
all be there in person to see me. and to say what they think
would lead to a better understanding with them. As it appears
to me that° the object of my intended visit to you will not suffer
by a short delay, I will postpone it until Monday next, October 5,
when I shall hope to arrive by 9 a.x., and to return, if pos-
sible, in the evening.
I shall expect to see the King of Anamsboo on that day, but

with regard to the other kings and chiefs, although I shall bs
happy to meet them should such be their wish, still I have no
intention to request their attendance.
Their late conduct, by and through which the proper and natural

relations hitherto subsisting between them and the British Go-
vernment have been so rudely shattered and wilfally destroyed,
will preclude me from welcoming them with that cordiality
which I should otherwise desire; unless, and until, therefore,
they are prepared to offer satisfactory explanation, and to make
an ample apology for the gross slights and affronts they have so
lately offered to this Government, any relations of actual friend-
ship cannot on my part be entertained.
You will be so good as to forward a copy of this letter to Mr.

Ferguson.~I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
(Signed~ W.H. 8~PSO.X,

Acting Administrator.
S. C. Brew, Esq., Stipendiary Magistrate,

Anamaboe.

CAPE cOAST,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN ~I~IES.

October 17.
Sir,~You heard hastily by last mail of the King or’ Ashantee’s

mes~ge~the demand of 20{) ounces of gold, cessation of hos-
tilities against Elmina, or the threat of war iu a month. The
Fantees laugh at the demand, sad so I suppose we ,hall now
real0 Aare war. The young King is compelled to distinguish
himself, andtherefore we shall have another Ashantee invasion.
There is no one here iu authority fit to meet such a crisis. Will
not the Government send out a good and efficient mau? Sir
Arthur Kennedy is, however,-I hear, expected down almost im-
mediately, and we hope and believe that will be the commence-
ment of a new era.
With regard to the threatened and seemingly.intended

Ashantee invasion, my own belief is that the King has been en-
conraged in his desigu of distinguishing himself in this quarter
(and thus giving ecla~ to his recently commenced reign) by the
tenor of a letter said to have been written by Ussher, wherein it
is stated that he gives the King to understand that he would not
help the Pantees, and that he must look to them for redress for
any wrongs he may have to complain of. Will order come out
of this chaos ?--Yours truly,

Cxrz Coxsz.

STATE OF PUBLIC PEELLNG ON THE GOLD COAST.
¯ 0 ~UE EDITOR O~ ~IIE A~’RICAN ~IMES.

Cape Coast, October 19, 1868.
Sir,--If any proof were wanting to establish the fact that

British pre/tige is a thing of the past, I would commend you to
the address of Mr. Samuel 1%rgu.~on to the natives of the Gold
Coast lately issued. Mr. Pergusson says, "The British Govern-
ment having disowned us, and informed us that we are not to ex-
pect any assistance in case of an Ashanteo invasion from it, our
wisest and safest policy lies in our adopting without delay soma
measures for our self-government and our self-defenee." Mr.
Fergusson is perfectly justi6ed in makinob that remark, because,
as you will perceive, Mr. Ussher had the audacity to take upon
himself the rgsponsibility of telling the Pontes nation that he
would not have any further relation with them. This was on
the 18th July last. Mr. Yergusson goes on to say, and truthfully
too : "But if, instead of calling to account those who have mis-
ruled us, and, by their misguided acts, brought the once well-
honoured name of England into disrepute amongst us, it wiR
allow its officials to create a chaos of affairs here, nothing re-
mains for us but to unite and recogaiso a new state of things."
Such is the language which is being now spread through the
length and breadth of the land.
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There seems to be little room for doubt that a crisis is at hand.
The people are mere than exasperated against the British Govern-
ment. They want us, and I am afraid they will compel us soon,
to leave them to the entire management of their own affairs.
The feeling is quite general ; and since the Ussher and Simpson
rule things have gone from bad to worse. The Government is
ridiculed; women go into court to abuse and taunt our chief
magistrate ; his summonses are tom to pieces and thrown in the
constable’s faces, and if these say a word they are flogged. The
state of things at present is anything but pleasant. Mr. Simpson
has been giving dinners and rum to the chiefs at Cape Coast, but
he is a misguided man, indeed, if he imagines he can conciliate
:Fantee chiefs with dinners and rum.
Air. l~o~ may well say, "What is loyalty on Monday is treason

on Tuesday" at Cape Coast. Mr. Ussher used to imprison the
natives and destroy their drums and musical instruments if they
made a noise. But Mx. Simpson sends for the whole town, and
allows them to play and dance in Government House-yard, a few
days after Air. Ussher leaves for England. Now, really, what
are we to say to this strange diversity of rule ? Can it engender
anything but ridicule and contempt ?
Trade is extremely dull. The Ashanteea having notified to

the Government their determination to invade the Protectorate in a
month, in consequence of 300 ounces of gold having been seized
by the Fantees some time ago, large meetings have been held
at Mankissim, the seat of the Fantee Government, to repel
Arhantee and to attack Elmina again. The Acting Administrator is
very unpopular amongst the natives and Europeans. His ad-
ministration is very feeble.
Coast extremely healthy.--¥our% be.,

Wx. C~s, F~L~sex.

INCREASED TROUBLES IN THE EASTERN DISTRICTS.
zo ~ znrrox oF zms Armc~a~ ZlXm.

Christiansborg, Aecra, October 21, 1868.
Sir,--I regret very much to inform you that our war troubles

on the Volta have assumed another serious aspect. A party of
the enemyhave crossed the Volta and have burnt one of our towns
on the side of the banks, by name, Assuchary. Enough for "the
peace atany pries party." TheywiU one and all one day feel the
effects of it. l~eport reaches ua to-day on the Coast that the
Aquapims are coming themselves against the Croboes, and that
a conflict will soon take place. I can only express the hope
that this is not true; if so the country has come to its lowest
ebb. I hear this new trouble originated by a party of the
Croboea in 0rumania, where there is a missionary establishment,
all owing to some Ashantees and Aquamoos trading for the purpose
of supplying themselves with powder, guns, lead bars, and salt,
at the time they are at war with our allies, and from which
place they are getting all their supplies. This affair put some
old people in mind of the war of 1821, when Sir Charles
ZI’Carthy sacrificed himself for the salvation of this country.
Whilst we are at war with Aquamoo and their alliee, some
people in Odumasie (through the advice of Whom I don’t know)
are carrying out vigorous trade with the enemy, and should the
Aquapims and others sit still we are indiscriminately cut off
from existence.
Air. Chief Aiagistmte Parker told us plainly and distinctly

during his last visit here that we have no more claim for British
protection. We all lament a war like this between Aquspim
and Croboe. The country and all will have to go to the dogs at
once.--Yours, Go~ CoAsz.

ACCRA.
(_~ora t~ s, oedal corre~t~den~ of tfia African ~’mes a~ Acorn.)

Acera, October 21, 1868.
The regular monthly mail passed down on the 18th. We

hear from Sierra Leone and Cape Coast that the Govern0r-in-
Chief contemplates visiting the Gold Coast, and that we may
look for his Excellency at Acorn on or about the 24th inst. We
hope that some good may come out of his visit, for truly we are
in a miserable condition here, and I believe Cape Coast is at least
as badly off; of couree I mean the two district,, and not merely
the towns of Cape Coast and Acorn. The reply to the Aeera
petition to the Governor-in.Chief was opened on the evening of
the lOth, in the presence of all the chiefs, &c., who signed it.
I enclose you a copy of it. The chiefs and the uneducated
people were very indignant at the idea expressed therein that
they had been made tools in the hands of the educated and en-
]’.’ghtened natives; several chiefs insisted upon burning the letter,
but the better informed of their couutrymeu would not hear of
it; most of them refuse to believe that the petition has even yet
reached the Governor-in-chief. If Sir Arthur visits Acorn he
will have the opportunity of meeting the chiefs face to face and
of satisfying himself whether the statements in the petition were
known to, sanctioned, and approved of by them or not. Strenuous

efforts are being made by the Cape Coast authorities both there
and at Aeera to divide the educated from the uneducated natives.
The enffrdy uneclueafed and the ~dter educated natives are by far
too wide awake to allow themselves to be taken in by ihese
manoeuvres. A few, a very few only, of those natives who have
been purposely ed.uce~d to ~hat very limRed .ex!ent as will
ensure their.becommg the more reaany too~s o, tnelr cledgulng
teachers, have lent themselves to the euemies of their country;
their extreme insignificance, as well as ignorance, while render.
inn them of no assistance to the parties they affect to serve, at
the same time causes their unpatriotto conduct to be viewed by
the rest of their countrymen With a mixture of pity and ~ntempt’.
[ think that the next mail will convey news ot another

Ash antes invasion. The aspect of affairs both in the western
district and on the Volta justify this impression. The peclflo
in these parts appear to be now alive to the danger of further
delaying to root out the Aquamboes, the allies of the Ashantces;
and they have resolved to anticipate the pending invasion of
their territory by these two tribes.
Trade in the meantime is in a very bad state ; even palm-off

from Aquapim and Creboe is stopped in consequence_of the
former people having threatened to attack the latter for furnish.
ing the Ashantees and Aquamboes with munitions of war and
salt. Where all this will end goodne~ only knows. Whilst
the chest is overflowing with gold and silver, the roads and
public places and buildings are overgrown with bush and going
to ruin. That fine old fort, Christiansberg, which was, in the
year 1862, the residence of the Governor, is now the haunt of
leopards, boa-constrictors, and hares ! It is not safe to eater it
without a gun. I was glad to ace that one of your other cor-
respondents furnished you with a report of the inquest on the
poor chief officer of the Emily. The report was correct, but by
no means so full as it should have been.

REPLY OF THE GOYERNOR-IN-CHIEF TO TKE ACCRA
PETITION.

(Iruert~ in our Septera~er No.)
Government-house, Cape Coast, Oct. 10, 1868.

Chief,~l am direct~l by his Excellency the Governor-in-
Chief to inform you and others who have signed a petitiou
(without date) setting forth dvariety of alleged grievances, that
his Excellency has made inquiries /rod given it a careful con-
sideration.
HIS Excellency states that a document of that kind, which

seeks to impugn the conduct of public ~officers, must be plain~
specific, and a~urato ; that the petition before him fulfils none
of these conditions; that its etatements are vague, general, inace
curate, and in some particulars, his Excellency is concerned to
say, untruthful. His Excellency can hardly believe that the
full scope and purport of the petition was understood by those
whose names are attached to it. I am therefore directed to in-
form you that for these reasons his Excellency is unable to offer
specific remarks on vortions of the petition, which must 8rand
over for further inquiry.
Although his Exeellenoy cannot approve of any interference

with the native institutions of chiefs and others, he cannot per-
mit the English name to be soiled with a taint of slavery. Those
claiming to be British subjects will be made amenable to the law
for all or any acts of slave-dealing or slave-holding whioh may
be brought home to them. Though the British Government
may tolerate these domestio customs among uneducated and un-
enlightened natives, they cannot encourage or support them.
His Excellency consiclers your complaint of the levy of" heavy

duties" on rum and tobacco as wholly groundless.
’Ihe other matters adverted to in the petition will be con-

sidered at the proper time.~I have the honour to be, Chief~ your
obedient servant,

(Signed) W.H. Snceso,x, Acting Admit,rater.
To the Chief of Christlansborg and other Chiefs,
Merehsuts, and other Inhabitants of Jamestown,
Crave Coeur Town, Chrisfiausborg Town, aud
Tashie, in the Easteru District of the Gold Coast.

COMMENT8 ON THE ABOVE.
~IO THE EDITOR OF TH~ APEICAI~ T/~.

Acera, October 21, 1868.
Sir,~I presume that your special correspondent at this place

will have sent you by this mail a copy of the reply gives by_ the
Governor-in.chief, through Air. Simpson, to the petition of the
chiefs and people of the Eastern District~ a copy of which up"
peered in the African ~q’mu of September 28.
Ae one of those interested in the subject matters of complaint

in the said petition, I beg you will permit me to offer a fa~r re-
marks upon the reply 8Md ~o ~are b~n 9i~en by Sir Arth~
Kennedy; I say midto have been given, as I maintain that ~.e
have as much right to assume that that reply did not emanate
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from the Governor-in-Chief aa the alleged writer of the reply
had to as~rt that the " full scope and purport of the petition
was not understood by thos~ whose names are attached to it.
In the second paragraph of ~r. Simpson’s letter the Governor-
in-chief is made to say that our statements, besides being ~ague
and 9choral, are absolutely inace~(rute and untruthful/ Very un-
mistakeable English that is, I must confess.
One would naturally inquire from what source did his

Excellency obtain the information which justified him in stamp-
~ng as false and unfounded the ~tatements of an entire com-
munity. It is well "known that he could only have obtained
ouch information from the report furnished his Excellency by
accused parties and their alders and abettors, in reply to his letter
calling upon them for an explanation.
We all entertain the profoundest respect for Sir Arthur

Kennedy, not only as a fitting representative of the Queen, but
also as an English gentleman, but we respectfully submit that
in this ins,auto his Excellency has too hastily allowed himself to
be made the victim of the "barking" propensities of the Cape
Coast authorities. We had hoped for a fair and impartial public
inquiry, instituted either by Sir Arthur himself or independent
men of his Own stamp and totally unconnected with the Cape
Colmt officials. The reply given by Mr. Parker, our Chief Ma-
gistrate, to the application made by the Sierra leone Court of
Appeal for a copy of the proceedings in the case of Lowev. Ken-
dull, to the effect that the minutes of the case were ?o~, should
have been a caution to the superior authorities in all future cases
wherein information was required from the Cape Coast officials
~gainst themselves.--I am, Sir, yours~ &c.,

O.N~E OF THE ~t~UCrr-DESPISED EDUCATED ~ATHES O~ ACCILt.

OPILWING OF THE ACCRA. SESSIONS.
On the 17th ult. the Royal mail steamer Biafra had the dis-

finguished honour of conveying to this quiet town Air. W. A.
Parker, our worthy Chief Aiagistrate and Assessor, for the pur-
pose of holding his circuit, as he calla it, and who, in a most
becoming and solemn manner, opened the court with the collect,
"’ 0 Lord, prevent us, &c., &e.," besides sundry other prayers.
Among the first of the cases tried was the ease of Affatoo and

others v. James Bannerman, by way of petition. Th ~ decision in
this case, given by the magistrates several months ago, in James
Bannerman’s favour, was reversed on Mr. Parker’s last visit here,
and a decree in favour of Affatoo and others was given, but was
not allowed by the authorities to be put into effect. ¯ Mr. Parker
on the present visit refuired ~he decre~ to ~e delirered u2, and had
it explained to Affatoo, &c., t~ fie mtu[ e~nul Ms ~n decre, and
allow the original one to stand, remark.inN that AGora was Aecra,
and that he had been misled and wrongly informed on his last
visit, and he must be cautious about giving decisions here, and
it was his intention for the future to deliberately consider and
weigh well all the circumstances before he would give a decision
in any case. ARer his .Honour making these statements, you
can ~magine our surprise when the report went through town
that a Mr. Ashmore, a young English merchant, under age, and
who is by everyone muehrespected, not only among white people,
but without exception by all the natives, was arrested by six
constables on a warrant from Mr. Parker and paraded through
the streets to prison, and confined iu the same cell, in company
with five others, in which a prisoner, a white man, had lately
died, under circumstances that called forth an inquest, and in
which Mr. Ashmore was one of the jurors. The white men
were so indignant at this treatment that they immediately wrote
up to Cape Coast to the Governor a letter of complaint, copy of
which I take the liberty of sending, and the reply thereto. The
same day Mr. Ashmare was arrested he was tried before the
acting Commandant and fined twenty shillings.
I also take the liberty of enclosing copy intimation served on

a Mr. Guiseppi. Kindly tell me under what Act of Parliament
his Honour causes to be issued such n document, and what
authority he has for outlawing a prisoner who is out on his own
tecognlsanees, and who holds house property in this town which
would more than satisfy twenty times the claim of the prose-
cutor ? I believe the alleged debt amounts to nine pounds. The
Colonial-office may suppose how very happy and comfortable we
feel under ~-uch protection, aud how very sorry we will be when
~ying our last farewell to Mr. W. A. Parker.
The Duke of Buckingham has written to Sir Arthur Kennedy

tO call upon the four Aecra magistrates to give their reasons for
resigning. I send you a copy of Mr. Simpson’a letter to Mr.
Hesse relative thereto. Similar letters were at the same time
vent to Mr. Irvine, Mr. Clayton, and ~Ir. Walker. They each
sent in separate replies, but all to the same purport. Theyalso
enclosed a copy of the letter Mr. Usshcr wrote to them accepting
their resignations. I send a copy. This letter speaks for itself.
I look upon it as the key to all that was done at about that

period at Aeera by those two meritorious individuals, Ussher
and Parker. Does not that letter give unmlstakeable evidence
that Parker must have been instructed by Us~her to goad the
kecra J.P.a to resign, so that they might be replaced by those
pliant tools, Skues and Elliott, whose readiness to do all that
was required was soon exhibRed. ~Notice, also, the ~mpudent
style in which it is written, and Ussher’s saying that he had
heard Parker’s version of the facts. VzRrr~s.

ZIORE /UDICIAL OPPRESSION AT ACCRA.
To .Hi~ .Ezrell~r~y ~ tE. Simp~on, Adiny Administrator, Ca p~

Coad.

Acorn, September 28, 1868.
Sir,~We, the undersigned European merchants and residents

of Acorn, beg most respectfully to bring to your Excelteney’s
notice a case in which one of our number is concerned.
The facts are briefly as follows: Mr. Ashmore, a European

merchant, was served on Saturday last with a notice to attend
aa a juror on the following Monday. Mr. Ashmore, after having
signed the paper, handed it to the constable, remarking, "Here

thOU are, old fellow !" and at the same time giving him a playfulrust in the ribs. Nelson, the policeman in question, went out
and lodged an information before his Honour the Chief Aiagis-
trate on Saturday last, but.his Honour refused to grant a
warrant of apprehension, seeing that the next day was Sunday;
but this morning :~r. Ashmore was arrested on a warrant signed
by the Chief Magistrate and lodged in James ~ort. Two of our
number went to see the Judge and offered bail, which was re-
fused. Mr. Ashmoro was brought up for examination at eleven
o’clock before Captain Russell, the Civil Commandant. We most
respectfully submit that the mode of procedure was not only an
unnecessarily harsh one, but in our opinion arbitrary and illegal,
and ought to have been by way of summons instead of warrant,
whereby Air. Ashmore was taken by six constables through the
publio streets, from Mr. Clayton’s house to James Fort, and from
thence to ~ort Ussher in charge of the gaoler.
It is not probable thatany European would attempt to escape

from the jurisdictiou of the court, and we fearlessly but hope-
fully appeal to your Excelleney’s sense of justice and fitness of
things whether we, who have assisted the Government in num-
berless cases, should be treated in this manner.
We beg your Excellency will be pleased to order such steps to

be taken :as the circumstances of the case demand, seeing it
would be most injurious to us in trade and reputation were we
merchants to be treated as the people whom his 1~onour the
Chief Magistrate thought proper to take to Cape Coast on his last
visit here, and who, we believe, were remanded and sent down,
after seven weeks, in a vessel at the expense of the Government.
~Wo have ,ha honour to be, Sir, your Ex~eUency’s most
obedient humble servants, (Signed)

Nicel Irvine, John J. Clayton Win. ~’George, T. IL
Ashmore, R. Isemonger, D. Pass, P. Curco, J. J.
kymes, P. Peace, E. Walker.

(Re2dg ~o the abore.)
Government-house, Cape Coast, Oot. 3, 1868.

Sir,--I have the hoaour to acknowledge the receipt of the
petition dated Sept. 28, 1868, and signed by yourself and other
residents of Aecra, relative to a charge of assault committed by
~[r. Ashmore, his arrest and the subsequent proceedings thereon,
and requesting me to order such eteps to be taken as the cixcum-
stances of the case demand.
2. The conduct of the Chief Aiagistrate being called in qusa-

,ion, I am compelled, in justice to him, to await his remarks
upon your petition, a copy of which I have forwarded to his
Honour by this post for that purpose.
3. Assuming that you have supplied me with an unbiassed

and faithful account of the affair, I can have no hesitation in
coinciding in the view you take that the mode of prooeduro
against Mr. Ashmore was unnecessarily harsh and arbitrary, hut
its strict legality I have no reason to doubt.
4. You do not inform me of the result of the examination of

Mr. Ashmore before the Civil Commaudaut; and, moreover, in
consequence of his Honour’a anticipated return by the mail, at
the moment when you will probably receive this, it does not
appear to me that I can adopt any decided coursa at present, nor
until the facts are more fully before me.
5. I have, however, requested the Chief 3Iagistrato that if

the case be not, on the receipt of my letter, already disposed of,
it should not be brought up here for trial, but that it be left to
be decided either by the Civil Commandant or by his Honour at
the next session at Aecra, and that bail be accepted for the pri-
soner in the meantime.--I have th0 honour to be, Sir, your
obedient servant,

¯ (Signed) W.H. Sire, so.% Acting Administrator.
I~ icd Irvine, Esq., Acorn.
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ONE OF MR. PARKER’S GENTLE RE311NDERS.
COURT OF CIVIL AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE OF TIIE FORTS
AND SETTLEMENTS ON THE GOLD COAST, ACCRA, AND
THE JUDICIAL ASSESSOR’S COURT OF TBE PROTECTORATE.

SAK~AH tL C. P. GUIJEPPI.

To resume cause appoints intimation of this motion to
be made to the prisoner Ouiseppi, and to his sureties,, with
certification that if such sureties shall not produce the prisoner
within ten days of this date the prisoner will be outlawed, his
moveable estate confiscated to the Crown, and the recognisauees,
of himself and his sureties estreated to Her ~ajesty and her
successors.--By order,

(Signed) W. CHalSTIA,~ TrAX, Clerk of the Comte.
Court-house, Accra, Sept. 21, 1868.

A PRECIOUS DOCUMENT.
Copy of Mr. U’,~her’ ~ Z, effer aee~p[iny ~ re~fgnMion of t~ Ae¢ra

31"agit trate~.
Government-house, Cape Coast, ~fay 9, 1868.

Gentlemen,--I have to aeknowledgo the receipt of your letter
of the 5th inst., in which, for some fancied rebuke of his Honour
the Chief Magistrate, you tender the resignation of your com-
missions as Justices of the Peace.
In reply I beg to state that I have no hesitation in accepting

them, and you will, therefore, be good enough to place the
parchment commi~ions in the hands of :Dr. Skues, the Acting
Commandant.
I am in fur possession of the facts attending your resignation,

end all I have t’o observe is, that had the judge mentioned any
justice by name (which he did not), he would have been justified
in so doing, did he consider that officer deserved censure; and
that public officers who are unable to accept a rebuke from the
proper authorities are manifestly unfit to occupy the positions
with which they have been entrusted.--I have, be.,

(Signed) H.T. Ussu~a,
Hessrs. lrvine, Walker, Hesse, and Clayton.
Certified true copy.--Sigued, C. E. Russel, J-P., Civil Com-

mandant.
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THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION.
THE election has been’carried on since the 15th inst. with
great vigour. The momentous issues at stake seem to
have roused men of all parties. A few important seats
have been won by the Conservatives ; one in the City of
London, one in W’esOninsler, and several in Lancashh’e ;
but on the whole it appears that there is likely to be a
Liberal gain. The elections will not be complete until
the end of the month. Presuming that Parliament will
meet on the 17th December, parties being now thoroughly
defined by the new elections, and that a vote will be then
taken to determine whether the present )Iinisters are to
remain in power, or whether Mr. Gladstone is to be at the
head of affairs, we hope to be able to give this import-
ant intelligence in our next ; and as our" columns are very
ful], we postpone until then all further remarks.

INCREASE OF OFFICIAL SALARIES.
"THz ]abourer is worthy of his hire." This is a great
truth, and great e~ils arise wherever it is ionored or dis-
regarded. The West Coast of Africa has furnished abun-
dant evidence of this. There is nothing more costly to a
country and a government than cheap officials, especially in
the higher grades of the public service. Year after year we
have been urging upon ~he Colonial. office that the salaries of
the superior Imperial officers on the West Coast were inade-

quate ; not because the persons then employed there were,
as a rule, worth more than they received, but because the
emoluments of the offices being sb small when compared
with the expenses the_ holding, them entai!ed on the
officials, they were sought tbr and, ibr tee most purl nilea
by a class of men who, both intellectually and morally,
were dear at any price ; and as such exercised a mos~ per.
nlcious influence, lowering the prestige of the British
name, and helping further fb debase the population they
ought to have contributed both by precept and ex-
ample to elevate, aud purify. 3When it was urged that the
revenue of the colonies and settlements on the West Coast
would not allow of such an increase as we advocated, we
said, abolish some of the offices, and consolidate the salaries
for a few superior individuals. Butnothing was done. The
cheap and nasty system was maintained, and Blackalls, and
Hugginses, and Montagus, and Usshers and Parkers were
allowed to go on dishonouring Great Britain, insulting and
injuring the African people, tyrannising over unhappy
individuals who fancied they had rights as British s.ubj.’eets
and living under British rule, and degradmg the ad.mim.s-
t~:ation of justice until many of the courts stank m the
nostrils of all within their influence. Still we persevered
m our advocacy of the only good and wise syste/n--proper
pay and proper men. Two of the latter, to our astonish.
ment, had acceptedthe highest appointments on the COas~
without the former ; and we hailed first with joy the ad-
vent of Chief Justice French in the Supreme Court of
Sierra Leone, and later with ardent delight and hope that
of Sir Arthur Kennedy, G.B., in the Government House
of that same metropolitan colony of West Africa. It is
needless for us to say to the readers of the .African Times
what a blessing these good men have already proved to the
people among whom they so worthily fill the highest public
offices ; and how the brilliance they shed on the offices they
hold have served by contrast to make Usshers, Hugginses,
ZIontagus, and Parkersincreasingly odious andinsuppor table.
Well, shallwe say that we havebeen trembling lest these men,
so inadequately remunerated, should seek to leave the COas~
for other more lucrative appointments elsewhere ? We do
not hesitate to confess it ; and our readers will therefore be
able to judge in some degree of the delight with which we
have received the assurance that the Colonial.office have
willingly agreed to au augmentation of salary to the
Governor-in-Chief, which the people of Sierra Leone are
only too desirous to grant out of their rap.idly-in.c_reas’.mg
revenues, and also that they have under their conmderatlon
the advisability, the necessity, and indeed the justice of an
increase to the’chief of the Supreme "Court. we believe
that public money has never been anywhere better appro-
propriated than will be that of Sierra Leone in payment
of larger salaries than hitherto to Sir Arthur Kennedy and
Chief Justice French ; aud we thank the Colonial-office,
in the name of the people of the %rest Coast, for having
recognised at one and the same time the principle for
which we have always contended, and the just claims of
those whom the people delight to honour. We do indeed
sincerely hope that this is only the beginning of a better
system, under which such malifio meteors as the Usshers,
Hugginses, 5Iontagus, Parkers, and all of like stamp,
qualification, and character will disappear for ever from
the official atmosphere of the British West Coast settle-
ments.

Y YGOVERNMEET OF ABEOKUTA.
THE~E are many and wei_,zhty reasons why we should take
a very deep interest in the affairs of Abeokuta, aud in the
nature and the efficiency of the governing power there.
Abeokuta is not only one of the few large towns known in
Africa, but, through its natural resources and the character
of its loeople, is really the most important of any native
town along the whole West Coast. The people are brave,
industrious, and intelligent, fond of agriculture and trade,
a people that whenever they may be brouuht really under
the mfluences of Christian civilisation, must necessar y
rise to a very high and eminent position in Africa. Keen
and ardent in traffic, and fond of aceumulating money,
they would soon become possessed of that wealth without
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which nations cannot undertake the works indispensable
to material development, were it not that wasteful heathen
customs still throw their impoverishing shade over them,
undoing frequently in a month or two all that it has taken
some persistent individual a whole lifetime to accomplish.
In our last we gave important nbws from Abeokuta--im-

hi, errant, atleast, as regards the great Egba nation and the
ighbouring British settlement of Lagos. We announced

the death of the Bashorun of tha town, the man who had
for some years, in default of a king, exercised the chief
power there. For seventeen years he had been in this
position, to which he had risen by daring and energy, but
the influence of old ago had of late y’ears made itself
injuriously felt in his character, causing him to become
vacillating and unstable, and enfeebling his mind and arm
for govern-ment. This ought not to ast-onish anyone when
we record his age. He was nlnety-three years old when death
removed him from among his people. If he had been only
sixty=three instead of ninety:three, we should never have
heard of such scenes as those enacted in October, 1867,
when the Christian places of worship were pillaged, and
missionaries who had laboured there during many years
retired to Lagos. The death of the Bashorun is not,
therefore, to be regarded as a calamity, for the E~bas, who
will now again come under the rule of a king--Ayekon, of
Ake, of whom report speaks as possessing qualities which
inspire a reasonable hope that peace, prosperity, and in-
dustrial development will shed their blessings over the
country subject to his authority, in the exercise of which
lie will be zealously assisted by the -kings and chiefs
forming the lately.constituted Egba Board of 2ffanage-
meat, which we may regard as a species of executive council
of state, and which will, we hope, prove instrumental in
establishing and consolidating institutions calculated to
obtain for the Egbas internal tranquillity aud external
respect. Abeokuta, even in its comparative infancy,
has proved an insurmountable barrier to the in-
roads and depredations of the Dahomans on that
side Of- the country, as Ashantee has on the other;
and we shall not be at all surprised if, in the
course of a few years, such a People should no longer
be content merely to resist and defeat the Dahomans when
they invade their" territory and come before the walls of
their town, but, in a plan of enlightened seff-defence, so
bring the intermediate towns and peoples into voluntary
obedience or friendly union, as to enable them to assume
the offensive, break in pieces the already-enfeebled
Dahoman power, which has wasted its strength in the
bloodthirsty expeditions of its kings, and give something
like assured peace to that naturally rich and fertile, but
long oppressed and devastated portion of Africa. For all
this it is necessary that there should be a true and lasting
friendship between this people and the British settlement of
Lagos. The :British Government has entirely repudiated
all desire of domination in that part of Africa. In
Lagos, it can aud will confer essential advantages
upon Abeokuta and other Egba towns, and the Yoruba
countries generally--the advantages of a secure and
improved outlet tbr the products of the soil--the
advantages of showing at its very door those improve-
ments which eivilisation introduces, and which tend so
much toward the welfare, the happiness, and strength of
a communit --the advantages of having a wealthy neigh-Y . --. , , -- .

bour able and willing to assist a rLsmg, energetm people
in its early and necesz.arily painful and suspicious eflbrts
at consolidation, amelioration, and advancement. And as
among.the changes absolutely indispensable among the
Egbas themselves to their progress and wealth, we hope
that under a new and more’enlightened government thun
they have hitherto enjoyed, their -king and his as-
sistingcouncil~ may succeedin inducing them

" ~ m b which allto abandon that impoverishing eus.o y .
that was the late property of the dead is dissipated in
foolish ceremonies and debasing excesses, leaving his
family and descendants stripped and Penniless. Such, our
correspondent, who informs us of the late Bashorun’s death,
seems to have believed would unhappily be the fate of the
deceased ruler’s property and family. The increasing in-
fluence of Christianity would put an end to such Pernicious

follies and excesses, and it is only by their being put an
end to that Abeokuta can become really great and power-
ful, in presence of the reflex of European civilisation
brought at Lagos to its very doors. In the welfare, there-
fore, of the Egbas as a nation, as well as in that of its in-
divlduals, as men and women who desire happiness hero
and eternal felicity hereafter, we hope and pray that the
blessed and blessing Christian work which has been so
happily begun may revive, be strengthened, and ere long
entirely prevail among them.

GOVERNORS’ SHARE IN CUSTOMS SEIZURES.

T~m celebrated Sierra Leone appeal cases, so ably con-
ducted by Mr. Rainy before the Court of Privy Council,
must be too fresh in the memory of our friends to render
it necessary for us to refer to them, save only as having
exemplified in a high degree the pernicious results that
may, and almost as a matter of course must, flow from
allowing the chief authority of a British colony or .settle-
ment to have a pecuniary interest in fines and seizures
levied dud made within his jurisdiction for alleged infrac-
tions of the Customs Laws. We had already given our
opinion pretty freely upon this subject, and we therefore
purposely abstained from any observations on the case of
the seizure of the French vessel Conception, at Lagos, the
fine of I00L levied on it, and the confiscation and sale of a
portion of her cargo--to wit, 3,752 cases of gin. T.hese
cases were seized early in July, 1867. A ca~e of forfe~tu:ro
was enfituled in theViee-Admiralty Court efLages, on xtta
July. The case was heard on the lstAugust, and judgmen~
was given the same day, decreeing the confiscation of the
3,752 eases of gin, and imposing a penalty of 1001. on the
captain. The matter was immediately communicated to us,
but we decliued to interfere until it was fairly brought
under the consideration of the Colonial-office here, and
they should give their decision. They have given it ; and
now we feel at liberty to enter briefly upon the merits of a
ease which would have confirmed all our previous im-
pressions relative to the participation of governors in fines
and seizures, had such a confirmation been at all necessary.
The Conception sailed from Hamburg for the West Coast
with 11,~00 cases of gin on board, all of which were on
the manifest. She delivered 4,500 cases at Wh)dah, and
left for Lagos, the manifest now duly showing 6,800 cases
on board, 3,800 of which she was to discharge at Lagos,
and after taking oil on board proceed to Kootonoo, and land
there the remaining 3,800 cases. When she thus reached
Lagos, both the agent aud sub-agent of the house owning
the gin were down with fever. The master took the ship s
papers on shore, including log and manifest, the latter, as
we have said, showing correctly 6,800 cases of gin on
board. The Custom-house Officer refused to receive the
original French manifests, and demanded them in English.
This the captain could neither speak nor understand ; and,
in the absence of his principals, the agent and sub-agent,
he gave them to a German clerk, who had come out in the
vessel, to translate. This clerk put iu the translation only
the number of cases that were to be landed at Lagos--viz.,
3,000. The master, who knew nothing of the contents of
this translation, but assumed it to be correct, signed it and
delivered it and the ship’s log at the C. ustom-house; the
~hin’s lo~ statin-c, correctly the facts of the voyage, ann tuo
disc*’harg~ of 4,b° O0 eases-only-at Whydah. 1,500
were discharged in Lagos roads, and then the Conception,
being towed into the river, the other 1,500 destined for
Lagos were duly lauded in presence of the Customs Officer,
and arrangements were made for taking in the palm-oil.
For this purpose the remaining 3,800 cases of gin, which
had been all the time open to the inspection of the Custom-
house Officer, were piled on aa upper deck of the brig. They
there offered such au in.pediment to the workmen that a
number of the cases were broken, &c., so that the number
became reduced to 3,752. In consequence of these acci-
dents, the Custom-house was asked for Permission to
deposit these 3,752 cases, intended for Kootonoo, on shore
for a few days, until the oil should all have been got on
board. Hereupon the bright thought flashed upon the
Customs officials--the error in the Ocrman clerk’s
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document would afford a pretext--the declaration was
erroneous ! a glorious prize of 8,752 cases of gin could be
clutched. It was clutched accordingly; and the seizure
was confirmed, a fine levied, and the gin condemned and
sold as above stated ; o~fe-third of the proceeds of sale of
this--in their eyes glorious, but in our eyes iniquitous--
seizure being appropriated to the Governor of Lanes, and
one-third to the Collector of Customs. The agent of the
owners, now partially recovered, applied to the Governor
of Lagos, laying before him the peculiar circumstances of
the case, and the difficulties which had impeded a fair trial
before the Vice-Admiralty Court, among which were that
there not beb~g any counsel or solicitor a~ Lanes,/he master,
who could non s2eak .English, applied to/he Uhief Magis-
/rale, the Chief Clerk of the Vice-Admiralty Court, arid the
Collector of Customs, for advice in defending his employers’
prol~rty, but they declh~ed /o glee him any aid or advice.
And now, in his turn, the Governor refitsed/o interfere; so
the gin was sold by auction on the 16th August, and
the fine exacted, the proceeds to be divided as above
stated. In October the En_~lish agent of the Frencho . . . .

owner communicated with the Colomal-office authormes,
who advised the laying a full statement before the Duke
of Buckingham as Colonial Secretar5. This was done on
the 6th of November, through the French Ambassador and
Lord Stanley. Meanwhile, in view of the scant justice
hitherto obtained, counsel was consulted as to an appeal to
the Privy Council. By his directions the of~eials of the
Vice-Admiralty Cofirt at Lagos were duly applied to for a
copy of the record in this cause, but /he applicaffon was
refused ! (We feel almost ashamed to write anything so
disgraceful to a so.called British Court of .Justice.) On
the 20th February, 1868, the owner wrote to the French
Ambassador in London to know whether, and if so when,
he was likely to obtain justice, to whleh the Ambassador
replied on the ~2nd idem that " Lord Stanley has ordered
an inquest to be made on the moffres which hare caused Mr.
Glow’or (the Governor of Lug, s) to act so in this circum-
stance." Early in February also the English agent wrote
to the Duke of’Buckingham on the subject. _No acknow-
ledgment or reply was given by the Duke. The agent wrote
an-sin on the 5th March. No acknowledgment or reply from the
1)eke. Once more (ApriL) the agent had the impertinenee 
intrude upon the ducal Secretary of State by letter, urging
that eight months had passed since the injustice was com-
mitted ; that he was inibrmed an appeal, if made, must be
lodged within twelve months; that "the law has been
already exercised beyond its limits in Lagos, and from
past experience it is impossible to rely upon any clemency
or any latitude from the officers administering Her Ma-

JaseSty’s Custom-house and government of that place ;" andking the immediate and serious attention of his Grace
to this iudgment, "whieh is not 0niy of serious loss to the
sufferers, but, in the unanimous opinion of every British
merchant trading at ]’,ages, has brought discredit upon
the administration of Her Majesty’s Customs on the West
Coast of Africa." To the lasting disgrace of the Duke of
Buckingham as a public official this letter also failed Lo
obtaO~ either acknowtedgment or reply, so that there was no
remedy but to take the expensive course of an appeal to
the Privy Council. When this was made, and the pre-
liminary expenses of about 2001. had been incurred, the
sublime Secretary of State vouchsafed the following com-
munication :~

"Downing-street, August 5, 1868.

"Sir,~With reference to the representations received
from you relative to the penalties inflicted at Lagos on the
French ship Conception on account of an incorrect decla-
ration made by her captain, I am desired by the Duke of
Buckingham and Ghandos to acquaint yon that there was
a material irregularity on the part of the captain of the
vessel, which naturally led to the seizure of the goods and
the fine imposed; but that on weighing all the circum-
stances his Grace is willing to believe that in this case
there was no fraudulent intent. He will accordingly sand
out instructions that the proceeds realised by the sale of
the seized goods and the fine of 100L shall be refunded
from the local treasury to the consignees of the Conception

at Lagos. The expenses of 32L incurred by the Covers.
ment cannot be remitted.~I am, &e.,

¢Si,,ned~ "FReDeRIC ~)OZRS."
The mone?ha~, we believe, since been paid in Lanes, the
owner of the goods losing about 500/. by their forced salej
and another 200l. expenses, in all above 700/. And this is
n~;,;oh ~usficaI But this article has so exceeded our
~uai° l~im~its tba~ we cau only add, with regard to.the great
principle involved, can an~ reasonable man belteve, on a
review of these facts, that the Oovernor of Lagos, if he
had not been--unconsciously, no doubt~biassed by his
Personal interest in the seizure and condemnation, would,
with such a clear head as he is on all hands admitted to
possess, have thus so manifestly denied justice to the
owner of the’goods thus seized and condemned? "We
affirm that no reasonable man can believe it, and it is
therefore clear, if it never was so before ̄(although we
contend that it has always been so), tha~ it is a flagrant
and shameful abuse, and one calling for immediate remedy,
that any colonial governor should be placed in so false
and injurious a position as to be made a participator in
the amount realised from Seizures thus effeoted; and since
his Grace cannot condescend to answer letters in due
course, like other members of a Government, we cannot
forbear to add that there ought not to be so sublime a
personage as the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos in
such an office as that of Secretary of ~tate for the Colonies.

SIR ARTHUR KENNEDY AT CAPE COAST.
We rejoice to hear that Sir Arthur Kenuedy has gone down

to Cape Coast, Aecra. We do most sincerely holm that his
presence there will put an end to those horrible abuses and
tyrannies that have of late disgraced every branch of the public
service there. The late revelations about the state of the pri-
soners and the treatment of prisoners, revealed at the inquest on
the poor man Williams, who~ died~ there, show the absolute
necessity of an entire change of system.

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS A~ND SIGNS OF TKE TIMES.
ENGLA~D.~-ro Gladstone says that he and hLs friends are

leagued together to make War upon .Prot~z~an~ az~n&ney.
A~si~, has fixed her standing army at 800,000 men. With

reference to this the French 2foniteur (official paper) says: "The
number of 800,000 men is perfectly iu accordance with the
number of inhabitants of Austria and with the general state of
affairs in Europe."
Fn~cz has now a standing army of 1,200,000 men.
PncssIA can bring into the field also 1,200,000 men.
Rvs~z the same.
:Fs.~-c~..~There is great excite meat about a public subscrip-

tion to erect a monument to M. Baudin, a ~rench Deputy to
the Chamber of Representatives, who, iu 1851, was killed eu
the barricades, while opposing the Coup d’.E~af, which made
Louis Napoleon permanent ruler of France. The papers which
commenced publishing subscription lists have been prosecuted
and their editors fined and imprisoned, a measure which seems
likely only to add to the popular feeling. A correspondent on
the 12th Nov. says: The "Baudiu" business is evidently no
merefeu d~paill~, and the excitement it has caused shows no
symptom of subsiding. To the emphatic protests against the
untenable pretension of the Government to prevent the subscrip-
tion must now be added that of the venerable M. Berryer. We
has forwarded his contribution to Mr. Jules Favre’s brgan, the
Etecteur, with the following letter, which speaka for itself:
" 8ir,--Oa the 2ud 0f December, 1851, T brought forward and
carried, iu the National Assembly, convened in the metric of the
10th arrondissement, a resolution decreeing that the President of
the Republic had forfeited his trust, putting him out of the pale
of the law, and calling on the citizens to resist the violation of
the laws which the President had perpetrated. That decree was
made as widely public throughout Paris as was possibl~ ~y
colleague, 3£. Baudin, energetically obeyed the orders of the
Assembly ; he fell a victim to his duty, and I fed compelled to
take part in the subscription opened for the purpose of erecting
an expiatory monument ov~f hie tomb. Receive with my con-
tribution the assurance of my profound regard.~Bzsarm~.
Paris, Nov. 11, 1868."~ov. 14.~Tho excitement is still in-
creasing, and the matter is becoming a very serious one. The
subscription lists continue open, aud the amount collected
considerahle. Nov. 20.~The French Government has
the Journal d~ .Paris and several other papers for
the Baudia subscription list, a proceeding which keeps up
public excitement in the matter.
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Sr~, October 28.~Spain wants to raho a loan of twanty-
four millions sterling. Several democratic members of the
~unicipal Council of ~adrld have moved a vote of censure upon
the Previsional (~vernment for having expressed in their official
capacity an opinion that a "monarchy" is the best form of
government for Spain. The people hurned to-day a scaffold on
the public square, where executions have hitherto taken place,
as a demonstration against capital punishments. :November 10.
~The Government has authorised the emotion of a Protestant
Blace of worship in Madrid. Nov. 18.~A decree of the Minister
of the Colonies orders the adoption of numerous measures
of importance. He decrees that steps shalt be taken to faci-
litatethe eclonisafion of Feraando Po, and to ea~bli~h a
navalstation them; al~ that grants of land shall be
made in the colonies; that every port in the Spanish
Possessions shall be declared free to the vessels of all nations,
and that all anchorage duties shall be abolished for both
foreign and Spanish vessels. Special regulations concerning the
above decree will shortly be published.~A joint manifesto to the
nation by the leaders of the Progressists, the Unionists, and the
Democrats, with the Government, recommends a monarchical
form of Oovernment, as "more likely than any .other to realim
the principles of the revelation through the unammous co-opera-
flea of the three political parties. The monarchy will not be of
Divine right, and the sole source of its legitimacy_ will be ~
sovereignty of the people, expensed by universal salvage.-
:Nov. 20.~The island of Cuba is m a very disturbed state.
Pom~eA~.--Lrs~ox, :Nov. 14.~It is announced that the

Cabinet of St. ~’amea’s has gives entire satisfaction to the Portu-
guesd Oovernment, by disavowing the conduct of the English at
Sierra Leone.
Rv~s~, :Nov. 12.--An Imperial ukase has been i~med to.day

ordering that, with a view to complete the strength of the army
and the fleet, a levy should be made of four perseus in every
thousand inhabitants throughout the empire, the conscription to
commence on the 16th of January, and terminate on the 15th of
February next.

TRADING FRO~ THE APRICAN MA.IL STEAMERS.

Femando Pc, Sept. 30, 1868.
rl~ae much talked-of intended new line of steamers to the Coaa

is already Popular, and looked :upon favonrably by a]l those who
are interested in steam freight, as it will do away with the
monopoly so long enjoyed by the R.A. Mail Company, and will
cause them to reduce their freights and passage money, and to
introduce a good many other very necessary reforms into their
working. It is to be hoped that it will also have the effect
of making the captains and ofllcers of the old line somewhat
more civil, obliging, respectful, and considerate towards pas-
sengers, shippers, and consignees, and that they, as wen as the
stewards and crew in general, will attend a little more to the
comforts of passengers and to the care of the cargo, instead of
devoting so much of their time to private trading. This latter
practice has now attained the dimensions of a monstrous abuse.
In spite of repeated protests forwarded to head.quarters, it con-
tinues, as is well known to every c no ou the Coast, to be carried
on to a larger extent than ever, Mthough probably not with the
consent or privity of the shareholders and directors of the corn-

:Nearly all kinds of articles can be bought on board the
~nes~ Afrlean mail steamers, including apparel of every descrip-
tion, hardware, cutlery, fancy goods, tobeeco, onions, potatoes,
ducks, bullocks, &o., and even trade cloth and hogsheads of
tobacco. The small trade in such articles as onions, Po~toes,
knives, scissors, matches, &o., is in the hands of the sailors;
while the engineers’ room generally containa aniee assortment of
clothing, and the stewards’ rooms--consisting of the beds, ladies
cabin, or any other convenient berth when unoceupied~
generally contain a largo supply of hams, bacon, cheese, butter,
.l~ncy goods, sods-water, lemonade, ladies’ aud gentlemen’s
clothing, special orders, &o.; while forward below am the omens
and potatoes, and on deck the bullocks and live stock. The
largest and best assortment is aft. Them is no attempt whatever
at concealment. The eapteins and officers are supposed to know
nothing of the tizdin~ carried on. but if they are asked privately
about the price of anything, theykindly refer the inquirer to the
chief steward. There-is very little doubt that most of the
Captains and pursers, as well as the stewards, have an interest in
the trade done aft. Sometimes au enterprising purser brin~
down a few hogsheads of tobacco on spec, and sells it at about
ld. per Pound higher thau he pays for it at Sierra Leone. If
there is no freight paid (and in that case the chief officer comes
in for a part) it is plain that this will pay the purser ve~ well,
while a resident importer, paying freight at ll0s. per ton, oesiues
duties, rent, &e., would soon starve on such a profit. The purser
is also ready to oblige his customers by buying oil, which he

ships iu other people’s names. Another and a most iniquitous
advantage which they have over merchants and retailers in th~
place is that all the goods they sell are brought ashore by their
customers free of duty, as they are not on the ship’s manifest.
Matches, which we cannot get out by these steamers at any/~ric~,
are openly sold by the crew in large quantities. The trade done
on board the mail ateamezs greatly injures the mereaafilo
residents, and considerably influences their shipments and con-
signments. While some of these steamers do little or no trade,
others do as much in the two days they are hero as any stem
ashore does in one month. All the captains may n~ be in-
terested, but it seems nearly certaiu that all the pursers are. I
say, therefore, that we shall heartily welcome the advent of the
new line, and wish it every prosperity, and we feel certain that
if it be properly conducted it will meet with a very large share
lot support, whilst we hope and believe it will check the abuses
of the old line, which have arisen and increased through an un-
disputed monopoly and a plethora of success.

k Sv-~Tza~.

DECREE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ABEOKUTA.
~2IeA SH&LL B,.IS~.

Whereas, through misunderstandings between this and the
Lagos Oovemment, a strong body of heathen rioters had sud-
denly taken place in this town on the 18th day of October, in
the year of our Lord one thoasaed eight hundred and sixty-
seven, and in consequence of which the Europeau missionaries
and others residing in this country have, at a general meeting
held at the late Bashorun’s hall, on Monday, the 21st day of the
said month of October, expressed themselves to the effect thatthly" "parted friends with the Egbas this day."

And whereas, at a meeting held at the ksalu’s (head cMef
of Abeokuta), oa Friday, the llth day of ,September, 1868, it
was agreed that, according to the present feelings of the Egbas,
all white person or persons for the time being are not allowed
again to enter in this country without a written permission from
this Government. Nor will they be allowed to reside in Abeo-
kuta, or in any of its territories, either by way of missionary
enterprise, commercial transactions, or otherwise, until such
time the Board of Management be able to maintain organism Go-
vernment for the protection of all lives and property as may be
then under this Government so to do.
2. ]3o it therefore made known aud proclaimed that from and

after the let day of October, 1868, notwithstanding the provision
of "ires ace.e~’in Abeokuta," Clause :No. I in Ordinance passed
and confirmed on the 23rd day of March, 1866, no white person
or persons will, after the above date, be allowed to reside iu
kbeokuta, or in any of the territories thereof, until such time
this Government be able to maintain due protection for all lives
and property as aforesaid.
8. That in any such ease, for which a permission is granted,

the King’s staff must be issued by the President Crone rat of the
Egba United Board of Management to accompany such written
permi~on.
Given at the Asalu’s house ia the kingdom of Abeckuta, this

llth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-eight.
By command of the Directors Board of ~ansgement,

GF~. W. Jonxso.,,’, Secretary.
im

DISGRACEFUL ]~XECUTION AT CAPE COAST ON THE
28z~ SEP]?EMBER, 1868.

¯o ~az E~HOa o~ ~ xgaxcx.n zlxtzs.
Caps Coast, September 28.

Sir,--A man named Hope Grant, one of tha soldiers of the
late Gold Coast Artillery, suffered the extreme penalty of the
law this day.
The unfortunate culprit was taken to the place of execution

about a quarter-pest seven x.~t., and on his arrival there he was
marched on the drop, and there the Poor creature was kept for
ton minutes before any attempt was made to fix the rope round
his neck. When the hangman, a mart named Lemalre, had
made up his mind to carry out his diabollcel duty, he found that
the rope was too short, and after several" minutes’ attempt to get
the culprit’s head in, he was forced to take off the cap, and after
a delay of fully five minutes, the rope was lengthened and the
culprit’s head was passed through it. DUring !his fearfal su.so
pease the culprit evinced the most fearful a n~e~’, anaa _u~_~-
vernal murmur went through the erowu at the iear[uz ouut~t¢
that took place, This is not the first time that we have had to
record disgrsecful ~ceues similar to this, and we cannot help m-
marking that Mr. Thomas Jones, who holds so many lucrative
appointmeuts, c~nnot be expected to attend, to all the duties. . that.
appertain to his numerous offices ; hut m a case of th~s descrip-
tion we must say that his conduct is most reprehensible, and
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furnishes us with another proof of the disgraceful manner in I
which the work of the Queen is carried on at Cape Coast. [

Srzxo ~o~. [
I

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AT ACCRA.
zo ran zmzos or zaz xrme~x zmns-

Accra, October, 1868.
Sir,~I have this moment been begged by a native to go

with him to the Commandant, to ascertain the reason why he has
been confined for four-and.twenty hours in prison without any
trial or examination, but by the authority of the Se~eant Nelson
mentioned to the Governor in Mr. Ashmore’s ca~, and who has
just now been told to go home. The Commandant has promised
to inquire into the affair. I shall let you know the result by the
next mail. One of the most insane sets of 3[r. Parker is making
advocates of constables and the interpreter of the court¯ It is
possible, I believe, that the constables employed the other day
by Mr. Parker to prosecute and defend a case of murder do un-
derstand a little English, and can read and write a little le.~, but
as for the interpreter, he really does not know one word from
another, and has to depend upon his clerks, who are none of the
most learned of the Acorn population, to read complaints and
make out summonses. Mr. Addo, the interpreter, himself is a
very respectable man in his way, but totally unfit for such au
office as an advocate. I believe he told the Chief Magistrate so
at the time of his appointment. Before closing, I may mention
another of Mr. Parker’a indecorous sets~viz., his going himself,
without a coat, and arresting a man who was being made captain
according to the country’s custom, taking him prisoner into the
court; then finding out that if the captain were not given up there
would be a row, making him a present of two pounds to drink his
health, going outside, still without his coat., in the open streets,
and commanding, in a very loud tone of voice, the large assemblage
to take off their caps, those who had any, and give three cheers
for the Queen; and having it explained to the people that the
captain from that day forth was his friend, aud not only his, but
the Queen of England’s, and that he would support him to the
last.
We are, of course, quite tired of this childish foolery, and I

hope by your able exertions it will be put a stop to effectually,
and that the English Government witl supply us with officials
we can respect ....
Thanking you again for your exertions in procuring us redress,

I remain, dear Sir, yours very truly, Nor A NAzzvs.

TO ~IHE EDIIOR OF THE A~mCAN ~I~IES,

Jamestown, Acorn, Oct. 7, 1868.
Sir,~I am very sorry to inform you that I have hitherto got

no redre~ for my imprisonment. The Judge arrived hbre lately
from Cape Coast, aud I asked or petitioned him about this affair
of mine. He now says "he did not know who put me into
prison," although I assure you that it was he who eigued the
warrant of my arrest. However, he recommended me to sum-
mons the woman again, but I still ask where I can have redress
now; I don’tthink I could get it from the same Judge. Pray
do try so that I may have redress, and please to let all man sen
what treatment I received from the Chief Justice. The Judge
himself, who had hitherto abused my character, has now called
me a respectable old trader ; he even called for my help for the
Government. I enclose you a certificate from him to me for my
defending a man charged with murder, after I had received such
a severe punishment from him.
Try to do something for me ; it is disgraceful if I do not get

redress for my false impri~nment. I sm told that I cannot
appeal to Sierra I.eone, and in what court am I to do it ? Try,
try; try for me; I rely on you for redress !~I am, )-ours truly,

JORN DOD0O,
(Imprisoned more than three months without being
examined, and then set at liberty by the efforts of lf_r.
Einlason.)

CerH.ficafc of Chief ~agistraf~ -Parbr.
Court-house, Aecra, Sept. 29. 1868.

It is hereby certified that on Monde)3 the 28th day of Sep-
tember, 1868, the Court of Civil and Criminal Justice then
sitting at Accra, in the :Eastern Distric~ of the Gold Coast, Mr.
John Dodoo, of Aecra, was called upon by the Court to defend
an uneducated fiative of Quah Afful, who had been indicted on a
charge of murdering or killing and slaying a woman called
Aria. At the trial the prosecutor restricted the charge to that
of the reckless u~ of firearms, whereby the said woman had
come to her death through the fault and negligence of the
pri~ner. That, after a lengthened trial, the jury returned a
verdict of accidental homicide, and the prisoner was accordingly
acquitted. That the said Mr. John Dodoo at once responded to
the call of the Court; that, as pleader for the prisoner, he con-
ducted the ca.~e with discretion and ability, and no doubt was

instrumental in securing the acquittal of the prisoner. The
verdict returned by the jury had the entire concurrence of the
presiding judge..

W.A. P~ss,
(Signed)chief Magistrate and Assessor of the

Gold Coast.
To Mr. John Dodoo, of Acera.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TI3[ES.

Accra, October ~,
Sir,~We arc looking anxiously forward to see what will be

the result of the elections in England, and what effect the
changes involved may have on African matters.
I presume that the commission of inquiry into matters on the

Gold Coast will not be confined to individual matters alone ; it
otq//~# to be of a more comprehensive character, calculated to
bring out into full view the pernicious agencies which, since
1860, have so dreadfMly injured and thrown back the whole
interests of the Gold Coast.
The commission of Colonel Oral was worse than u~les~ ; and

the inquiry before the House of Commons was an entire failure,
disastrous in the extreme to the interests of this country.
What we want evolved is the agencies and causes which have

led to so much ruin, and that with a view to their becoming
beacon-lights, or rather uamistakeable wfirnings, against future
mismanagement.

(Fro~ t~ ~pecial eorr~2vonc~n~ of t)~ African Tim~, a~ Acorn.)
TO THE :EDITOR O:F THE AFRICAN T~[ES.

kccra, October 8, 1888.
The famous CMef Magistrate of the Gold Coast, Mr. Parker,

has paid Acorn another visit recently. IU my letter per Athe-
nian I alluded briefly to his arrival, but as he had not then made
b.is appearance in public I had nothing to communicate respect-
ing his movements. On the 21st September his Honour opened
the session, and after a lengthened speech, praising up the
present commandant and other officials here, to the astonishment
of the people assembled in court, Mr. Parker directed the Clerk
to request them to join him in offering up a few short prayers.
His Honour, standing up, read the prayer commencing "Present
us, 0 Lord," followed with the Lord’s Prayer, and concluded
with a brief exhortation of his own. What effect the Chief
Magistrate desired to produce by this strange preceeding~that
is strange for the man and place~I cannot tell; but I know that
it actually prodnced nothing but merriment and laughter, more
especially amongst those present who were aware of the learned
judge’s eccentricities and 2rerailin9 wenkn~, the latter being
at the moment strongly in evidence.
"ff;s Honour appeared to be very much less disposed to ride

roughshod over people than he was last t: ne he was amongst us ;
but, nevertheless, now and then he evidently could not e0nceal
or restrain his feelings; for instance, on Friday, the 25th Sept.,
at 3 P.~., after having adjourned the court for one hour (as is his
custom) to partake of some "refreshment," his Honour suddenly
made his appearance, without hat, wig, gown, coat, or even
waistcoat, but merely in his shirt sleeves, dragging in with his
own hands asprisoner a man whom he had himself seized in the
streets for making a noise.
It appears that one of the native companies had just elected

a new captain, in place of one Who had bean shot during the
expedition against the Ahwoonahs, under Captain ]=[erbert, in
1866, and that the new captain was being publicly installed by
his company and shown to the people hy being carried on the
shoulders of two men, with firing of guns and beating of drums.
Just as the procession had arrived opposite the gate of Fort
Crave Cceur, ~r. Parker was coming from his residence, where
he had been taking a "light lunch," and thinking that the
crowd he saw advancing contemplated a breach of the peace, his
Honour proceeded into their midst with a constable and seized
the captain with his own hand, and with the assistance of the
policeman dragged him into the court. You can well imagine
the astonishment we experienced on seeing the Chief 3.[agistrate
in his shirt sleeves bringing in a man clothed in the skins of
wild beasts, with his face chalked and n war hat covered with
feathers on his head ; but I defy you or anyone else to attempt
to describe, or even to imagine, our feelings when we saw hie
Honour pulling out his pur~e and presenting his prisoner with a
couple of sovereigns, with a desire that he would give them to
his company to drink the Queen’s health. To endeavour to
describe all that actually occurred would be beyond my powers,
and, moreover, it would be b2yond belief. Pew that were not
actual eyewitu~ would believe half what I saw. The ex-
vlanation of the extraordinary sequel is this. No sooner
had the captain been taken inside the fort than the whole to~
became excited, and the people appeared resolved to effect the
release of the captive centurion. This coming to the e~-~ of the
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ChlefMaghtrate, who had gone into the Commandant’s quarters
to put on his wig and gown, his Hon’ou:r speedily returned in his
shirt sleeves, and at once commenced to fraterniso with his pri-
soner, introducing him to the court as bin friend the captain.
His Wonour, after a veryllong sermon, in which he eulogised the
native institutions and customs, handed hie prisoner two sove-
reigns, and then requested all present to accompany him into the
streets in front of the fort and assist him to do honour to the new
captain. His ttonour then led the way arm in arm with his
late prisoner, and on reaching the square facing :Fort Crave Cceur
he had the captain liRed up on the shoulders of a person in the
crowd, and with the assistance of some dozen constables gave
three cheers.. After this ludicrous scene the people die~ersed,
no one dreaming of returning to the court for that day at all events.

On 3fonday, the 28th, a young Xnglhh merchant, Mr. Ash-
. more, was arrested on a warrant, signed by Mr. Parker, and cast
into a most filthy dungeon or hole already containing half-a-
dozen inmates. Mr. Ashmore’a alleged crime was that of assaulting
constable. Mr. Parker refused to take bail for this gentleman,

although all the Europeans came forward and offered themselves.
3fr. Ashmore was brought up before Captain :Russell, the

Civil Commandant, and fined twenty shillings. I was present
daring the examination, and I must confess that, from the evi-
dense adduced for the prosecution, it was too bad to arrest gentle-
men and cast them into dungeons on such flimsy grounds. It
appears that a constable brought a circular notice to Mr. Ash-
mom’s house for his signature, and that after signing it he
handed it back to the constable, and, in a playful manner, gave
him a "dig in the ribs-’" Per this Mr. Parker had him arrested
on a warrant and thru~ into one of his rat-holes for six hours.
Mr. Ashmore has every reason to be thankful that neither

:Dr. Skues nor Mr. Elliott, or any other of Ussher% tools or
toadies, happen to be commandant here now, or else he would
have been iu for it. It is well known that Mr. Parker was not
pleased with the result of the examination before the Civil Com-
"mandant.

The Europeans (who, I must say, have allowed themselves to
be bullied too far by the creatures who have crept into offi.co
during M~r. Ussher’s reign) Were naturally indignant at th~s
treatment, and at once complained to the Administrator. I
send you acopy of their letter/and also a copy of Mr. Simpson’s
.reply.

G-MIm~ l, xw.~Th0 Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1867,
.provides that a magistrate, on committing a prisoner, shall ask
what witnesses he wishes called for him at his trial, these
"witnesses to be summoned and remunerated by the Crown.

E~x .AIr~cA.I~ SiAvx-~.xnx.--A mission from his Highness
the Sultan of Zanzibar, accredited to her Majesty, has arrived in
I,ondon, and is located at the Langham Hotel. It consists of
his Excellency Sayyid Mahommed bin Salim,.and Sayyi.d A~m~d.
bin Sulieman, two Arab chiefs of the highest rank at his nit -
ness’s court, and Ha~ee Mahommed Bakushmir, the confidential
secretary of the Sultan, accompanied by nine Arab attendants.
The object of the mission is connected with the suppressmn, of
the slave-trade on the East Coast of Africa and the revolution
at Muscat, where Sayyid Thorwenee, the elder brother of his
Highness was some time ago cruelly murals.red by his own son.
A Nmv Sre~x LAv’~c~.--The official trip of Messrs. Yarrow

and Hedlefs last new steam launch took place on Monday last.
The boat is 35 feet long by 6} feet beam. She steamed down
the fiver a distance of thirty-one miles in three hours forty
minutes, or an average speed of a little over eight miles an hour.
We understand that the boat is going ont to the Mediterranean
for carrying Government despatches.
WIz.v SiI,XWOaXS ~ Nxr~..--The worm~ when about to

form the cocoon, travel in a line on the ground, all connected
with one thread of silk and close together, so if you throw one
out of the line, he falls into the rear and the others close up.
Whena suitable place is found on the ground they make their
cocoon, attached to a dead branch of a tree. As .many as.six~
~’ork in one cocoon, and. the cocoon is sometimes as largo as a
man’s head.

BxH.ox~z~oNs :m Lre~x~.--A letter from Professor Edward
W.Blyden, of Liberia Collie, dated April 10, 1868, to agen-
t.leman in :New York, says : Since I last w~ote you, Mr. Ben-
jamin Anderson, ex.Seeretary to the Treasury, has set out on his

FROH THE "LONDON GAZETTE."
2nd West India Regiment.--Gentleman Cadet G. C. Pollock,

from the Royal Military College, to be Ensign, without purchase,
vice Stoker, promoted.
3rd West India Begiment.~Lieutenant J. J. H. CoSts, from

the 28th Foot, to be Lieutenant, vice Gordon, who exchanges ;
M. N. O’Connor, Gent., to be Ensign, by purchase, vice Elphia-
stone, promoted in the 4th West India Regiment.
4th West India Regiment--Captain R. E. D. Nasa, to be

major, by purchase, vice A. W. Mackay, who retires ; Lieut. ]=L
W. Pate~on to be Captain, by purchase, vice ~ess; Endgu R.
D. Elphinstone, from the Srd West Iudia Regiment, to be Lieu-
tenant, by purchase, vice Paterson.

DEATH.
Sz~ovx G~£.--At Bathurst, Mr. Seymour Gay. In life

much beloved; in death deeply regretted.

CHsm~zs Bvxzox, Es~.~The " Star," a2ropo~ of the East
Surrey Election, says: "The base attempt which has bee~
made to hunt down Mr. Buxton because he ’ remembered the
forgotten,’ and sought to throw the .,:Egis of English l~w over
our desolate and downtrodden fellow-subjects in the WestIndies,
ought to be answered by au overwhelming vote in his favour.
The Tortes have sought to punish Hr. Buxton for objecting to
the flogging of women and men with wire cats, as if he had been
the u~r of the diabolical tortures. Let the Liberals of :East
Surrey, by s grand rush to the poll, prove that it is not in
England that men are punished for their humanity and public
spirit."

WEST COAST OF AFRICA,

ANYGentlemanabout to visit this part of the world couldbe introducedto a profitable AGENCY of an a~eeabl0
eharacter.~Apply,by letter, to Mr. HAa.~’o, 29, B0w-lane,
London, E.C,

Published, Sept. 24, 1868, by Subscription, in Two Vols., 21S-
THE COURSE OF DIVINE LOVE.
"Creation is Christ developed. :Every object speaks of Christ,

and re~tects his beauty, his excellence and Ions. A chord of
love runs through all the sounds of ereatian, but the ear of love
alone can distinguish it."~.Dr. Cumra in~’ ~ "Apocalyptic Blotch."

]~y F. Frrzoz~n, :E~., Author of "The Kingdom of Heaven,"
&o., and Editor of the African Ti~u.

N.B.--Tho Copies for Subscribers on the West Coast of Africa
were sent out by the mail steamers of 10th and 24th October.

A CHRISTIAN VIEW OF CHURCH DISESTA-
BLISHMENT, ETC.

THE ROAD TO i ATIONAL RUIN.
Addressed to every Protestant Christian

Parliamentary Elector.
By the Editor of the African ~’ntu, Author of "The Kingdom

of Heaven," "Course of Divine Love," &c., &c.
Printed for the Author by W. J. Johnson, 121, Fleet-sbreet,

London. Price 2d.; for dist¢ibution among Electors, 12s- per I00.

New Works by DR. AFRICANUS HOB.TON, ~taff Assistant
Surgeon, F.R.0.S, &o.
:Now ready, price ~.,

GUINEA WOR~I ; or, DRACUNCULUS :
ITS SYMI~OkIS, PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY, RESULT° ~

AND RADICAL CURE.
London : ~s and Sons, New Burlington-sWeet.

Price 7s. 6d., in cloth boards,

WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND
PEOPLES, BRITISH AND NATIVE;
ith the Bequirements necessary for Establiehing that Sell
Government recommended by the Committee of the House of
Commons ; and a Vindication of the African Race.

exploring journey. IIe was a few days ago between Boporah
and Musada; northerly from ~onrovia. He is travelling under

London: W. J. ffogssox, 121, Fleet-street.

the care of the ~an~ingo priest of whom I wrote you. -This ("IOTTON, WOOL, and other ~aterial, PRESSED an~-
priest wrote me a few days ago, in Arabic, that he had sent some ~ PACKED by WALKER’S " PATENT ROTATII~G
of his people to assist Andersen in carrying his baggage to a [
distant town, end when they returned l~e would himself join PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. ̄ ~ugar Arms ~or
Anderson. It w~ll be pleasing to you to learn that such a corre- Splitting the Cane, Palm :Nut Assorters, But Crac~er~ annevery kind of Machine for Africa or India.
spondence has commenced between Liberia and the interior.-- 48, MANSBLTLeSTREET, WHITEOKAPEL, LONDON,

t

I~.

]’:



6~ TWE AFRICAN TIMES. [Nov r zR .28, 18,68.

SYDENHAM HOUSE, 50, LUDGATE HILl-, .LONDON/-!’:,
SAIKUEL BROTHERS, ".

 IERCHANT TAILORS AND’ OUTFST ER .
ON THE SYSTE*J OF CHARGING TIlE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE FOR READY MONEY.

During twenty.two years their Clothing has been celebrated for sound economy, perfect fitting, and the mo~t
gentlemanliko style.

THE WORLD-FAMED SYDENHAM SUITS AT 59s.
Are manufactured in suitable styles for all occ~ions, and in the various substances of cloth for all olinlatOs.

MORNING & BUSINESS SUITS ̄  42s. to 84s. [ DRESS & PROMENADE SUITS ̄  ̄  59a to ll4s.
TROUSERS .......... 14s. to 26s. I TROUSERS ......... 17a 6d. to 30s.

THE NEW BOOK ON GENTI~ME~S ATTIRE
Contains Forty-three Engraving~ to represent the Fashionable Styles, a I~t of Pries.% ancl novel ~ f~ Se~.

measure. Price 6d,, deducted from s purchase.

Any garment can be supplied by sending the following.me~,u~s .’ G!vo[/,~Lne~.~foWrh,~ee~eig~t of _l)~U.Fo~ ~ Co~ound the bre~t, round the wa.m, ,~m ce_nrro or ~ac= ~.? ~-~..,,,~, ~o~o~, .~y. e, ~rm
_Per lVabtcoat----Round breast and waist. ~or ".t’ro~er,--l.,engtn out, me ~anx p to bottom,

tenth inside seam from fork to bottom, round the waist, round the seat.

"~-~’
EFFERVESCIN G

PYRETIC SALINE.
r

l~/~esty’s Representative, the Governor of Sierra Leone, in a letter of request for an acmiuonai eupp~.7 ot me ryreuo manna, ~s.
is of GREAT VALUE, and I shall rejoice to hear it Is in the hands of all Europeans vlMting the Trol~tes."

]~alf a teaspoonful, taken in a tumbler of water, contributes more to the refreshment of the body than any known beverage,
invigorating end vitalising the blood, it alleviates thirst in a most agreeable manner, and furnishes the system with those
saline principles that are essential to health.

SICKNESS, HEADACHE, and NAUSEA are in most cases immediately relieved by taking a teaspoonful in a tumbler of
cold water; this can be repeated once or twice in two hours, if needful.

SEA VOYAGES.~It is a very valuaMe accompaniment, and should on no account be omitted; it instantly allays the ~iakne~.
For :BILIOUS CONSTITUTIONS, giving rise to vitiated Secretions, Indigestion/and ]~ruptions on the Skia~a teaspgoaful

sho~d be taken daffy, with the dinner, in a tumbler of water, and the same quantity on going to bed.
In eases of DIARRH(EA, put as much Magnesia aa will lie on a shilliu_~ into half a tumbler of water, le~ this fall to the

bottom ef the glass, and then stir into it a teaspoonful of the Saline, and dr~nk during effervescence.
In JUNGLE, YE, LLOW, SCARLET, TYPHUS, and GASTRIC :FEVERS, and ERUPTIVE DISEASES, it should be

given in teaspoonful doses every four hours, in a glass half full of water, or with an increased quantity of water if the
patient suffers from thirst.

W. Sr~Tr_,~s, Esq., ~I.D. and D.C.L., in a work upon fevers, states that since its introduction tbe fatal West India :Fevers are
deprived of their terrors. In the Island of Trinidad alone, out of upwards of One Thousand treated on this plan, there wete
only eleven deaths.

It is particularly recommended to all who have at any period of life taken Calomel, or ~ercurial preparations, iu order to
their removal. For such it is necessary to take the Effervescing Pyretio ~alluo for several months in small repeated doses.

N.B.~Keep the bottle well corked, use a dry spoon, and it will retain,,its valuable, properties unimpaired by time" or climate."
]Dr. Septlmus Gibbon~ of the London Hospital, in his letter, states: It ~s the best Freparation of the kind I have ever met with

Its usefuTness in tbe treatment of disease has long been confirmed by medical experience. Its superiority consists in its being rendered
thoroughly anhydrous, &e., &e. I speak from adequate knowledge of the preparation, having been in the ha~t of .us ingit .in. p n.’vate prac-
tice for many Years, and having taken a large quantity with me when I went as physician to the ~myrna ~osp~r~a.~n no~ cuma~es, me
preparation is of especial value--August 7, 1857." ,, .

Dr. Sparks# Government Medicat Inspector of Emigrants from the port of London, writes: From my personal and professional
use and knowledge of the value of Mr. LAJIPLOUGH’S I:r~RE’£10 SALINE, for many years past, I have great p~easuro m oesnng m ycora!al
testimony to its efficacy in the treatment of many of the ordinary and chronic forms of Gastric uompmints ann o~ner ~orms o~ ~eor~o
Dyspepsis.~August 5, 1857."

From ~. D. Saw~’er, Esq., M.D., ~2, Guildford-street, Russell-square: "I do hereby certify with pleasure that I have tested, on
several occasions, the efficacy of Mr. I_,x.~PtOUOa’s Prazne Sxr.txz, in Gastrio and Enteritis Irritation, and also in .tow Fevers, attended
with Derangemeut of the Digestive Orgaus."

From Thomas Cart d~aekson# :Esq., F.R.C.S., and Surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital, Loudon: "I have no hesitation in
recommending the compound of 31r I_,x.~PLocoa’s SAu~z PYazxtc. It is an admirable’Febrifuge, and will be found an eligible Medicine
Where such remedy is indicated. I am in tbe habit of prescribing it largely, its composition being known to me ; and I have every reason
to be satisfied with it. It is beautifully prepared, and can be used at a moment’s nodes without trouble, and is therefore psrtiemany
adapted for nee in public service."

From :David l’¢$organj Esq., M.D., M.R.C.S., and L.A.C., &c., Medical O~ieer of the Clerkenwell Parish : " [ have much pleasure
in bearing testimony to the mediciual qualities of Mr. Ll.~|PLOUOrfs Pzsz~[c Sx~.~sz. I have used it extensively in the treatment o!
Diarrhoea ~nd Febrile affections generally, and have found it au admirable Refrigerant Medicine, well calculated for diseases incideut.al to
warm climates, more part}culady in Cholera and Fever,as it possesses chemical propert{es capable of furnishing the blood with Saline
matter. Pentonville, August 8, 1~57."¯ l~es$ra, err and Son~j of Madras, in a letter dated September 23, 1866, ~tate Surgeon-Major C. Murray Duff, M.D,, &e., hscl
called for a further supply of all that we could give him, aud Spoke of its remarkable effects in’the Jungle Fever in quits enthusiaztic
terms, directing a furtlqer supply to be sent overland, besides what had already been forwarded by the Cape. ’ . .

A case of Jungle Fever had been treated with tha partial contents of one bottle with perfect success; the medical attendant of eonst-
dcrable repute, likes the medicine mucb, and wants more.

In another ca~ of ~evero Vomiting, the patient was relieved after the third dose, and fell into a refreshiug sleep.
Mr. Guthr|e~ Army Medical Director, became a warm advocate for its use in various diseases, and had the Pyretic Saline d£reot from

the proprietor for personal and family use.
H. LA~AIPLOUGH. I18, HOLBORN, :E.G.

SPECIAL AGENTS FOR LAMPLOUGH’S PYRETIC SALINE:--
Messrs, 0RR & Co., Madras; Messrs. THACKER, SPINK & Co., Calcutta; Masers TREACHER & Co., B0mba).

CANTOR and CO., SIERRA LEONE.
Prizted and Pub1~hed by W*~ Joa~ Jom~.~ox, l~l, k"leet-strcet, in the C~ty of L<.ncl)n, for Fr,~.~rx,.~v F:rz~gzAr~, F.,sq.--~Nov’t.~ ~, I$~
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