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AFRICAN AGENGCY

For Tra.ns&cting Business in England for Native and other Traders on the West Coast of Africa.

IN consequence of wishes expressed from ell parls.of the West Cosst, Mz, FrrzGzaarp has made arrangements for selling
‘ producs consigned to him by ships to London oz Liverpool ; and purchasing, and shipping goods ordered against the proceeds
-of consignments or other effective remitiances only, from either of the above ports, on a eystem- by which the greatest postible
. advantage of the markets will be gecared to the Arricax TRaver; end, as time is very importaat to small capitslists, return goods
will be gent off in all cases without any delay beyond such s may sometimes be cauzed by manufactarers. . -
All Jetters and bills of lading, whether the shipments bg to or from Londoa or Liverpool, to be addressed
e TR e kTR e Sfrepatis a0y s o esxie, %0 TP, FITZGERALD, Ese, ’
121, "Fleet-street, London, R.C.

- N.B.—Open Policies on Insurance for Produce from the Coast by the Mail Steamers; but intended Shipments should bs
. advised if possidle. :

APRIL, 1871.

BRITISE ARD AFRICAN STEAM NAVIGATION COMPARNY.

" The Steamers of this Gomﬁa.ny will henceforward be despatched from Liverpool on
the 6th and 18th of each Month. |

The - Steamship ROQUELLE, Captain GrrFyiTEE, is intended to be despstched from GLASGOW on the 29th MARCH, and
from LIVERPOOL on the 6th APRIL, at 10 s.u., for Madeira, Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Monrovia, Cape Palmas, Cape Coast
Castle, Accrs, Jellah Coffee, Lagos, Benio, Bonny, Fernundo Po, and Old Calabar; also to any other intermediate Port to which
inducement may offer. . GOODS will be received in GLASGOW up to 6 P.x. on the 28th MARCH, and at the Loeding Berth in
LIVERPOOL (North Side Coburg Dock) up to 6 on the 5th APRIL. Pastengers will embark by Steam Tender from the
Prince’s Landing Stage at 9.30 a.w. on the day of eailing.

The following ' departore is intended to be the Steamship CONGO, Csptain Frexcm, which will leave LIVERPOOL
DIRECT on the 18th APRIL, at 9 aac, for Madeirs, Teneriffe, Bierrs Leone, Monrovis, Cipe Palmss, Cape Coast
Castle, Accra, Jellah Coffee, Lsgos, Benin, Bonny, Fernando Po, and Old Calabar; salso, to apy other intermediate Port to which
inducement may offer.  GOODS will be received in LLIVERPOOL up to 6 p.e on the 17th, Passengers will embark at 8.30 4.x.
on‘the day of ssiling. /

Goods for Sierra Leone will be landed there at Ship’s expense, bat Shipper’s risk. ~ All Goods while on board the Company’s
hulk at Boony, to be at Shipper's or Consignee’s rick.

Bills of Leding of .the Company’s Form can be obtained from Tmoxmis Murray and Sox, 91, Buchanab-street, Glasgow ; and

_D. Marerzs, 508, Lord-street, Liverpool.
ATl letters must pass through the Post-office.

For futther information spply io Tondon fo Arzx. Watxee, 8, Leadephall-street; in Glasgow to Tarror, LaveHrixp,
and Co., 24, Oswald-street; and in Liverpoo), to Broer, Drxrerzk, and Co., 2, Brunswick-street.

WEST COAST MAILS. DEPARTURES.
. ARRIVALS, A.8.8. Cos Calabar, Febrasry 24, with montbly mail».
Africen Steamship Company's Biafrs, with the monthly mails, A.S.S. Co.'s Lsgos, March 1.
February 27. .. B. and A.8.N, Co.’s Losnds, March 7.
Dritish and ‘African Steam Navigation Company's Roquelle, A.8.8. Co.s Boudan, March 12.
March 11. B. and A.S.N. Co.’s Volta, March 18.
A.S.8. Co.s Biafra will take out the monthly mail, March 24.

African Steamship Co."s Benio, March 20.

ki
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ANOTBRER PLUNDER OF UNPORTUNATE GAMBIA'S
REVENUES.

T0 THE FDIIOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
. ) Bathurst, Gambia, February 4, 1871.
. Sir,—Some time ago (in the latter part of 1869) I called atten-
tion to the fact that I did not consider it proper or correct to
a]loyr_l[r. Evans, who was then Postmaster at this place, to be
receiving considerable sums of money from the public in ex-
change for Post-office orders, knowing as I did at the time that
one of his securities was dead and not renewed, and also that the
other had ceased to be a merchant in the colony, and is no longer
resident here. I drew attention to the fact that the wife of this
Mr. Evans was treding for a produce which was and is largely
purchased for cash, and, without making any direct charge, I
called attention to the fact that some of this cash so received for
Post-office orders might be employed in trade, and that the result
might be a deficiency to the prejudice of the public. The fact
of the insufficiency of Mr. Evans's securities was, I am informed
bropght officially before the notice of Admiral Patey during thé
pericd he so unhappily maladministered the government of this
colony; but Mr. Evans was one of his protegés, and he pigeon-
holed the communication relative to this important matter. The
result_ was, Mr. Evans’s securities were not renewed, nor the
guestion of the position of the surviving one looked into. In
May last the Postmaster dies, his affairs are found to be in a
Eesg, aod the Post-office authorities in London find out at last
ﬂ]at he s a defaulter to the sum of 800/. and more. Such being
bee c;se, naturally one should suppose that this deficiency would
charged to Admiral Patey. This, however, is not to be the
case, I hear; but, on the contrary, the deficiency caused by the
gross neglect of Admiral Patey and other officials is to be charged
aiga}ust the revenue of the Colunial Government of the Gambia !
ﬁn act, the unfortunate taxpayers have to make good the pecala-
ous of a dishonest official, whose honesty was . supposed to. be
guiranteed lllmy g&od andd» solvent securities. -
A poor humble individual, I ask the Colonial Minister, the
g_lgh; Hon. Earl Kirberley, s #Ais right, is this fair ? T ask
‘S“t oo Kennedy, the Governor-in-Chief of the West African
a; t}:éments,.lf he can, whilst Admiral Patey is promoted to
o oG er Colony, where heis in the receipt of a good income, allow
¢ Gambia to be mulcted in this way, whilst the real author and
cause of the deficiency, Admiral Patey, is allowed to escape with-
?‘u(t; being called upon to.make good the deficiency. Well may
ambia Creole” ask, as he did in his letter published in one of
your late papers, “Is ours a tame, hopeless fear, or a scors of the
wrongs we bear” ' X. Y. Z

t SUMMARY Ol}NEWS ON THR GOLD COAST.
anuary and February.

At the Court of Civil and (%riminal Justig & man by the name
of Pemsay, of Denkirra, was found guilty of murder and Een-
tenced to be executed on the 6th February., His sentence has
:howerver, been pomrquted by his Excellency the Admipistrator. ’
. The Dutch inhsbitants of Elmina (natives), acting uoder the
}nﬂuence of the Ashantee forces there, have protestedbaoainst the
intended cession by the Dutch to the English. The King of
Ashanti has laid claim to Elmina, and it is reported has seat a
message to the Datch governor, to say that rather than it shonld
fall into the hands of the English, beis williog to pay even more
th‘;{l'thﬁ latter Government has offered. d

His Majesty the King of Ashanti has broken off negotiations-
with the English Government - relative to the exc:ghgggéoi?
prizoners. He has succeeded in playiog the fool with the Sea-
coast Government for six months, and without any assignable
cause, and abruptly broken off the pegotiation. Mr. Davies, who
wes in charge of the priconers, has returned to the Coast, and
Major Brownwell is now at Yankumassie, which is about fifty-
five miles from the Prash. It is reported that the King of
Ashan‘tl bas been called to assist the King of Fastern Wassaw
Amakie, in placing him over the whole of the Wassaws, some sa):
evternhover tlt’ne 1:hroue of Appolonia. ’

e courts have been continually open tince the return of M
Chalmers. He is without the leasgdolt)j)t the best judge we havra'
had since the days of Fitzpatrick, and he would adorn the bench
at Sierra Leone. He is painstakiog and scarching in his in-
quiries, and his judgments carry conviction with them. He has
gone through many of the old cases in court. . That of the estate
of the late Joseph Smith, which has been hapging on for twelve
years, will be taken up ere this reaches you. The sumamons
:’thh was made against the late J. M'Intyre has beén amended
By or'det of Judge Chalmers; it is now against the Hon. George

lankson, essignee of the late Mr. M'Intyre; Mr. Selby, co-
gzi;gulleleD:]_tb Blaqkson,land sgent for Forster and Smitb;fllr.

vies, assign i i ice’
¥, ihe creditor? gz eeest;’:ly appointed by the rnanimous voice
t is our painfal duty to: record the death of a gentlema
has been the means of introducing the Wesleyauglli;ion:r;vgg
the Gold Coast, and whose memory ought to be kept in record
He was one of the wmost promising men of the Gold Coast a
self—t_aught artist, and one who had been a credit to his oount;y
gn bis younger days, finding that business was the only meaps.
or a young man to get on, he commenced with Messrs. Forster and
Smith, then the most floutishing commercial house on the Gold

ACT FOR EXTENDING THE JURISDIC- |
i DIN TION OF
p Clg)gRlS OZF THE WEST AFRICAN SETTI:EMENT%HE'
il dntituled an Adet for Extending the Jurisdieti .
? ctto
Courls of the West African Settlements to ceriain nO}CnZ:
commiitted out of Iler Majesty’s Dominions.
Whereas the inhabitants of certain itories i
Wh ] territories -Afri
adjoining Her Majesty’s settlements of Sierra gi;emG:nfl?i‘;a
Ggld. Coast,'an_d I_‘agos, and the adjacent protectorates, ,not bein;
within the jurisdiction of any civilised goveroment, and crimes
acd outrages h:mn_g been and being likely (unless r,estrained b,
]aw} to be committed _\\'1thiu such territories sgainst Britid{
gﬁ?gercetsua.n_tz ptersons r%ndeut within any of the said settlements
isite i i uch
ctimes(rlmd outr?agpersoz‘”l e for the trisl and punishment of such
Be it therefore enacted b en’
B 1 y the Queen’s Mos
Majesty, by sud with the advice ang consentosz:‘ tf:clefgigf
]Sis;uutal audUTgmpogal, and Commons, in - this present I’ar=
ent assemb i < ;
(paa t Sg')e A a-n by the authority of the same, as follows;
1. Crimes or offences committed withi i
T n twent; )
boundary of any of the ssid settlements, or ofyarg;'e:d%cgi
protectorate, by pers.ns mnot sobjects of any civilised power
against B.rmsh suljects, or sgainst. persons resident Withi[;oan -
of the said s_egtlemez_lts! shall be cognizable in the Superio)r
Courts exercising criminal jurisdiction within any of the said
se?tlement's, and sha‘ll be‘lnquired of, tried, prosecuted a-nd
upon conviction, punished in such and the same manner as if the
cnr:)ne or offence had been committed within such settlements
2. Any person known or suspected to have committed a cr'ime

Coast, and, after labouring for seversl years, his prinei
him, for what cause I do not knowy; but ke Il:ecaﬁ:gsal f:zlillngg
man; and although his estate paid seventeen shillings and six-
gen;e in the pound,* during the sixteen years since he was a
l?n rupt he never received his certificate from the hands of
Messrs. Forster aud Smith.  Brett (), the agent of the firm, ran
gfvay to the Brazils alter receiviog the amount, It is likely,that
DLs estate paid over twenty-five shillings in the pound. OF the
h.e Grafts family, this gentleman, William,” who terminated
tl? existence lately, was the last (f.e., living) who suffered from
hi;S ;via:]th)l‘]ﬁrm, anlcll 1t is well that he thonld now have closed
Josff%){ é'mitb.e was the brother of Mrs. Mary Barnes and Mrs.
ere i3 an official notice to the inhabitants of the Go
ga;led 30th Janvary, informing the public that a schoolldiscl‘::lsclt
]: ¥ at Cape Coast for the. gratuitous instraction of their soms :
the hezd schoolmaster (a certificated master) is Mr. Pytheas J,
nglllams. The school is ‘held in Palm House, lately'occupied.
t¥ tlllle late Mrs. Moseley, for her school. It is the fawily house
of the late Joseph Smith, which has been most greedily and
we believe, illegally kept out of their hands by the agents of
M%ssilrs. Forster and Smith. d geila ¢
. Lhere ceems to be some little healthy eigns i i
;ﬁgh:ni §£ 1111: young pbeo.p]e on the Gosl‘d Cgoastsl? th&’tsao;l:a}rrz}a;
arrisges being oxn the tapis. Three i
$:§:£=0f s§1::tte;pectt£bl(lﬁy w;)ll take glace Withinatthleezsetx‘:?:lg
s on arch) is to come off that of Mic
Bartels, granddaughter of Mrs,” Mary B ° rieas 1o M1
- 3 . ar
Jos‘?h hSmxth, with the agent of Me:\yvs. insstearngnglgﬁittl? Are.
ladie:—lalve bFad at Cape Coast two new arrivals of European
12, Finlason, a very ladylike, pleasant, and Qignified

or offi ithj ; : :
ofience withiu the first section of this Act may be apprehended | English lady, snd Mra, Sslmon, “the wife of the collector of
s ector o

and kept in custody j H in 1
d  tustody in any of the said settlementsin like manner | customs, one of most aff an
. - L. - th 5
as if the ssid erime or offence had been committed within such | have ever met in ;fric?;t ile and ag

setilement.

N.B.—This Bill havip i
is Bi g passed the House of Lords, was read | will shortl i
the second time in the House of Commons on the 2nd l[arri’;z, Assini E“dy(;re;:;,

1871.—En. 4. T.

be brought on in the House of Commons before Bester.

reeable European ladies I

A report has gained greund here that the French Government
for a time at lesst, from their possessions at
Bassg, if they have not yet done so, without

giving up their claims to them. They have heavily subsidised
Sy

1ti . e , . or will ; :
is feared that Mr. M<Arthar s motion on West Africa cannot | their prg;esro.‘.}t;;ilxsltug of Ringarba to ‘protect the merchants and

they are away.

. T Sa 3 T T
his iy the account which i3 rupposed to have come from tke firm,
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His Excellency the Administrator goes to Accra to organise an | ments had cost this couu%ry considerable sums of money, that the
e ition, under the command of Captain Lees, Civil Com- |revenue raised by castoms duties was very smsll and insufficient

mandant, for the purpose of making a demonstrative promenade
through the Eastern District. Lieutenant Jackson, of the 2nd
West India Regiment, Military Commandant at Accrs, will go
in command of about twenty of his men. Mr, Edmund Banner-
msn will command thirty of his serfs.

* DUTCH AFRICAN SETTLEMENTS.

Copy of letter of the Editor of the African Times to Earl
Granville, recommending the acquisition of the Dutch African
Settlements:— :

To the Right Honourabls ths Earl Grantille, K.G., Iler Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of Stals for the Colonics.
Afriean Times Office, London, 121, Fleet-street,
April 19, 1870.

My Lord,—T. beg leave to draw your lordship’s attention to
important snd pressing matters connected with Her Majesty’s
Settlements on the Gold Cozst. Since the publication of the
report of the Committee of the House of Commons I have re-

arded the relinguishment by Great Britain of the settlement on
the Gold Coast as only a matter of time. Although, both on
national snd Christian grounds, I dissent from the policy which
Jictates such 8 measure, and believe it greatly erroneous, still, as
T have no bope of seeing it reversed, I frankly adopt it. Devoted
to the cause of African material development as the means
toward higher and mobler ulterior resalts, I am most anxious
that such relinquishment shall not be made until the people shall
be fitted for eelf-government; and that all practical measures
shall be adopted for hastening the period at which the desire
expressed by the Parliamentary Committee can be accomplished,
under such circumstances that the progress of Christian civilisa-
tion and material development in the Gold Coast territories shall
not be prejudiced, nor England dishonoured by the act. Now
Eugland noever can leave her settlements on the Gold Coast while
the Netherlands retains hers. [t would be an sact leading
inevitably to such horrible resolts asto cali down upon England
the just reprobation of the whole civilised world.  The feelings
.with which the Datch are regarded everywhere, except within
Fimina and ode or two other small towns, and the intimate

alliance between the Dutch and Ashantees, would render any
better class of resulls impossible. The Dutch have been a curse
to the Gold Coast, and the good intentions of Her Majesty's

Government-toward it must continually be frustrated while they

remain there. Acting on this conviction, which was justified by

then passiog events, 1 urged, long before the sitting of the said

Parliawmentary Committee, that Her Majesty’s Government should

buy out the Dutch.” The Dutch did not then levy any duties,

consequently had no revenue, and their occupation entailed a

dead loss of about 12,0007 a-year, greatly to the displeasurs of
" many members of the Dutch Legislatare. The only recompense

of the Datch wss in their power of obtaiping 300 or 400 slaves
yearly from their Ashantee allies, under the name of volunteers,
to reinforce their troops in Java. ~ But this might have been
overcome had Her Msjesty’s Government seriously endeavoured
to overcome it. Circumstances have since changed. The African
recruits for Java are, I believe, no longer deemed to be indis-
pensable; but under the Bxchange of Territories Treaty between

Great Britain and the Netherlands the Dutch are pow levying

duties, which last year are estimated to bave yielded 6,0007., and

would have yielded 0,000/, could the treaty bave been peace-
fully carried out. Owing, however, to faults inherent to the

Preaty iteelf, and forther to the wrong and injudicions measures

adopted in the excbange, a state of hostility has resulted between

the Dutch authorities and the Fantee ftribes, which has been
sggravated and irremediably envenomed by the alrocities com-

mitted by the Ashantees ecting in alliance with the Datch, and
thus fally justifyiog the fears, suspicions, and determination of

to meet the expenses of the local British authorities, and the
belief thut it would be a vain effort to tzy to persusde the
House of Commons that it would be possible to raise by castom
duties a sufficient annual revenue to insnre the repaymeai to
Great Britain of the money that might be expended in the
acquisition of the territories held by the Dateh. It was in vain
that the frieads of Africa urged that such revenues could and
would be raised. The national resources of those fine and rich
countiries were so ignored or depreciated, that Her Majesty’s
Government conld not be convinced on this essentisl point.
Circumstances have now changed. lostead of insdequate
revenues, it is underetood that there is now some 20,0007. in the
Colonial chests of Cape Coast and Accra; and there is no longer
any room for doubt that wero the entire cosst placed under British
authority by the withdrawal of the Datch, a revepue o! 50,0007,
or 60,0007, a-year could be obtained under the preseut scale of
duties, even with all the existing impediments to internal traffic
caused by the non-existence of roads, &c., to be very conside- °
rably avgmented by that introduction of good internal mesns of
intercommunication and transport which it seems difficult to
believe Her Majesty’s Government can any longer defer.
Pablic political opinion seems to decide so strongly in fayour ofa
rapid withdrawal of this country from all the obligations involved
by its oversea settlements, that I fear for the interests of material
progress, the Christian civilisstion in the territories on the Gold
Coast, and for the honour and reputation of Great Britaio, lest
some hasty decision for. the abandonment of our settlements there
should be forced upon Her Msjesty’s Government, while the
Duteh, or some other foreiga power to whom they may cede, shall
remain in possession. It is on this ground—and because no
possible loss can accrue to the British Treasury from a purchase
of the Duteh Settlemeats, if a cession to Her Mujesty cannot
be otherwise obtained, while great bemefit would resuit to the
mercantils interests of- this country and to the African people—
that I beg most earnestly to urge upon your - lordship the
necessity of treating without delsy with the Government of his
Majesty the King of the Netherlands for the cession to Her
Majesty of the present Datch Settlements on the Gotd Coast ; s0
that the whole coast msy come under Her Majesty’s rule, and
there may be a possibility of adopting such energetic measures
for internsl improvement, orgsnisation, and security as are
essential for enabling Her Majesty’s Government to deliver up
the whole, ere long, without reproach, to a native goverament,
8s contemplated by the Committee of the House of Commons.—
I have the honour to be, my Leord, yours respectfully,
F. Firzorralp,

Editor of the African Tines.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
HOUSE OF COMMONS, Mizcx 2, 187L
The West African Settlements Bill was read a second time,
Marcr 9. ’
EIERRA LEONE. . .

Colonel Beresford asked the Under-Secretary for the Colonies
whether, in consequence of the Governor-Generalship of the
whole of the Western Coast of Africa haviog been conferred
upon the Governor of Sierra Leone, the latter colony had not
been taxed to the amount of 2,000/, per annum, for the mainten-
agce of a yacht for his Bxcellency's use.

Ifr. Koatchbull-Hugessen said that the hon. and gollant
geutlemsn was under a complete misspprebension as to the
colony of Sierra Leone having been taxed to the amount ?f
2,0001. a-year for the maintenance of & yacht for the Governor's
use. The fact was that the committee which sat on the subject
of the African Settlements in 1865 recommended, amosg other
thinga, that those several colonies ehould be brought under one
head —Governor at Sierra Leome. That recommendstion was

the Fantees as regards the supposed rights conferred on the adopted, snd was part of an economical srravgement which

Datch under the eaid treaty; so that while the Dateh have
only obtained some 6,0001 revenue, the measures they have been

ensbled the Government to withdraw troops from those eettle-
ments, end save expense in other ways. But inasmuch esit was

1led to adopt to maintain their position on the coast have
et iew P P S thought right in carrying out that arracgement that steam

probably cost 60,000/; and this only to increase their futurs

difficulties there. ‘

communication, not at the expense of the colonies, but of the
Imperiat Exchequer, should be provided, a chargs of 5,000, for

Under these circumetances I think your lordship will excuse ther purgose had appeared on the Estimates ever wince.

my sugges!

induced to cede to that of Her Majesty the whole of their settle

ting that the time has come at which, by judicious
diplomatic efforts, the Netberlands Government might be

Mares 4.
THE WEST INDIAN, CAPE MOUSTED, AND CANADIAN RIPLE REGIMENTS.
Afr. Deace asked whether the officers of the recently disbsnded

ments on the Gold Coast, snd thus facilitate Her Msjeaty’s | 1
Government i the :adoptionl and carrsing out of measures that | West Indisn, Cape Mounted, and Royal Capadian  Rifle
Regiments, compulsorily placed on half-psy, snd who might be

may enable them,

at no very remote period, to give up the

desirous of retiring from the service, would receive the over-

tive government, should such & policy be per- ! A 1
ecitlements to native § ’ poliey B0 B¢ regulation sams current in their late regiments, and which they

sisted in.
It was,
Her Masjesty’s Governme

I think, understood that the difficulty in the way of | would have o

bained had their regiments not been disband.d.
Sir H. Storks : In the unavoidable sbsence of the Secretary of

tds purchase, at the period
e et the 5 e State for War, I will, with the permission of the House, answer

before riluded to, existed in the fuc

t that the Gold Coast Bettle-
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the question that has been just put, The over-regulation price
is given by the Bill to those officers who would receive it if the
Bill had not passed. Every case will be decided by the Com-
missioners.
Maigexm 21,
WEST AFRICA SETTLEMENTS BILL.
This Bill passed through Committee.

DUTCH SETTLEMENTS ON THE GOLD COAST.

A communication from the Hague, in the Indépendence of
Brussels, says: “ The treaty for ceding the cosst of Guicea to
Great Britain has just been signed. The Minister of the Interior
has announced that it will shortly be submitted to the Legis-
lature for approval. Dutch vessels will retain all the advauntages
they now enjoy. A part of the press, beaded by the Nieuws
Rolterdamschs Courant, evergetically opposes the transaction asa
violation of the prineiple that the integrity of the soil and the
uational possessions should be preserved. ~Fears are entertained
that, after having given up Guoinea as unproductive, the Govern-
ment may, for the same motive, get rid of the West Indies and &
1art of the colonies in the Fast, which cost more than they pro-
duce. As opinions are much divided, both in the press and

arong the deputies, the ultimate fate of the treaty is etill uncer-
tain,” :

COMPANY OF AFRICAN MERCHANTS.

The Company of African Merchants, Limited, held their annual
meeting at the Canpon-street Hotel, on Saturday last, March 18,
1871. . There was a very numerous attendance of shareholders,
representing more than three-fourths of the share capital.”
The Chairmsn explained that the African trade had been in a
most unsatisfactory condition during the past year—the extreme
competition on the coast bad caused an advance of prices.there,
which had resulted in heavy losses to importers.
The meeting terminated with a unanimous expression of
confidence in ttie directors. N

: -THE COTTON CROP.

The abundance of the American cotton crop, as affecting the
price of African raw cotton, is so importsnt to many of our
reuders, that we copy the following from the Aorning Adrertiser:
‘“At a time when most of the necessaries of life are so dear as
at present, it is gratifyiog to be able to prowise our readers a fair
prospect of a great reduction in the price of any staple ¢om-
medity. If, however, we may judge from facts and-figares from
all parts of the world, cotton will soon be cheaper than at
any time since the outbresk of the American war., Immensely
increased tracts have been brought under cultivatior, and this
year they have all turned out well. The American erop, now all
picked, will probably produce half a million more bales than last
year. The American commercial cotton year closes on the 30th
of August, snd is reckoned from the Ist of September. The
total crop of 1870 reached 3,154,946 bales, biing half a million
moré than in 1868-9; and. that rate of increase has béen more
than exceeded this year. The yield now reported is the largest
ever picked since 1859-60; thatf is 3,669,770 bales. ‘

Nere.~—These bales are of 4 cwt. each and upward.—Ep. 4. 7.

AMMONIA—A CURE FOR SNAKE-BITES.
. Wehave before jnserted accounts of cures of snake-bites by the
Injection of ammonia, but as the discovery is so important for the
people of all tropical countries, we feel pleasure in inserting re-
newed proofs of the efficacy of this destroyer of snake-poison in

human veins. The following is from the MelZourns Argus,
Australia :— )

cently come under notice illustrating the efficacy of Professor
Halford’s remedy for snake-bites. The first ocearred on the Bass

ankle by a snake. The punctures of the two poison fangs were

distinetly visible, with a little blood flowing from them. A liga- [ Roderick Murchison from D
ture was applied, and about half a tumbler of strong epirits given | 8, 1870, a letter had just

In two doses. The symtoms incressing in severity, a piece of
skin was removed from over one of the most prominent veins at

laughing as heartily ss any one could wish. The other caso
occurred in Tasmania, and was reported in the ZLaunceston
Ezaminer of the 10th of November. A shepherd at Waterhouse
was severely bitten just below the knee by a large snake, All
the symptoms of snake-poiconing set in, but the remedy was

" | applied, and the man speedily recovered. He described the sen.

sation caused by the injection of the ammonia ss that of an elec-
tric shock passing through his frame.”

FROM THE “LONDON GAZETTE.”
Forergx-orrice; Marca 11.—The Queen has been pleased to
approve Mr. Colin Rosenbush as Consul at Sierra Leone for his
Majesty the King of the Netherlaods, and Mr. James Jackson as
Consul in London for the Republic of Liberia,

FRENCH AND GERMAN PRELIMINARY TREATY.
As read in the Natisnal Aszembly ot Bordeauz.

1. France renounces in favour of the German Empire the
following rights: The fifth part of Lorraine, including Metz and
Thionville, and Alsace less Belfort.
2. France will pay the sam of five milliards of franes, of
which one milliard is to be paid in 1871, and the remaining four
milliards by instalments extending over three years.
8. The German troops will begin to evacuate the French
territory as soon as the Treaty is ratified. They will then
evacuste the interior of Paris and some Departments lying in the
Western region. The evacuation of the other Departments will
take place gradually after payment of the first milliard, and
proportionately to the payment of the other four milliards.
Tnterest at the rate of five per cent. per annum will be paid on
the amount remaining due from the date of the ratification of the
Treaty.
4. The German troops will not lery any requisitions in the
Departments occupied by them, but will be maintained at the cost
of France. )

5. A delay will be granted to the inhabitants of the tefritories
annexed to choose between the two nationalities. .
6. Prisoners of war will be immediately set at liberty.
7.  Negotiations for a definitive Treaty of Peace will ba opened
at Brussels after the ratification of the Treaty.
8. The administration of the Departments occapied by the
German troops will be intrusted to French officials, but uader
the control of the chiefs of the German Corps of Occupation,

9. The present Treaty confers' upon the Gerasns no rights
whatever in the portion of territories not occupied.

10. The Treaty will have to be ratified by the National As-
sembly of France.

Deatet oF Musor Brackarr.—By misadventure we omitted in
our January and February numbers the death of Major Blackall,
formerly Governor of Sierra Leone, and late Governor of Queens-
Ilasn_?, who died at Brisbane, Queensland, on the 2nd of January,
1. :
Wzst Coast or Arrrcs.—Tmwmediately after the Easter recess
the whole Governorship of the Coast is to be brought under the
notice of  the House of Commons. In this movement Sir

Jobn Gray, Mr. H. Sheridan, &ec., will take a active part. Tho

movement has . originated in consequence of some judgments
delivered by Mr. Justice Huggins, and the legality of which has

been impeached by Mr. Rainy, the most distinguished advocate
upon the Coast.—Z¢ks, March 1. .

Corroy PrEssES, axD . ormez Macmrses.—It will be seen

in an advertisement that Messrs. Walker and Co., colonial
engineers, late of Cowper-street, have removed to mew premises

N in James-street, City-rosd. It is their intention to keep their
“ S¥axe-p1rEs.—Two additional cases in Australia have re- | Patent Rotating, Pre’;ses, :

for packing cotton wool and other fibres,

constantly ia stock if possible. Other wachines for use in Africa

{ and other colonies may also be obtained fro th ither direct,
River, on the 1st of Norvembez, at about one P.M., when & son of [ or through the Editoy; of the ver, 121, Fleoh streat.

Mr. Patrick Guinlivan, aged eleven years, was bitten just above the § London, E.C.

African Times, 121, Fleet-street,

Latest News or Da, Livisestoxe.—By advices to Sir
r. Kirk, at Zanzibar, dated December
been received from the great Arab

Sheik Said, of Uny-amyembe, dated 16 Rabea el Akbar, which,
r ¢ being translated, is to this effect:
the bend of the elbow, the point of the syringe carefully iatro- | honoured letter has resched,
duced into the vein, and abont ten minims of prepared ammonie { The people (that is,

‘" After compliments, your
aod your friend hes understood it.

du 3 of a ear, i i i
injected. Therelief was almost instantaneous. Some time after, | good health and are Ty from Zanzibar) arrived in

the foot bein

8 very painful below the ligature, this was removed, | The news of him is

going on to Ujiji to our friend the doctor.

2 d : b that he has not yet fi i
and additional poizon entering the circulation, the worst symptoms | (3) (the Arabic wor T Soirned from Manimes

of snake-poisoning returned—viz., total loss of power over the expect him socn, an
legs, cold clammy skin, and almost imperceptible breathing, whilo ] will reach Ujiji at

an occasional flulteriog wos all that could be felt of the pulse.
Ten more minims were injected

d is spelt in three different ways), but we
d probably be end the people with supplies
the samo time.” Dr. Kirk sdds: At all

; events, on his arrival at Ujiji, from his western i . i
into the same vein, In two | have goods for his presenil {van's. g of e ill

The new gang of men with

minutes the pulse could be again detected, a decided improvement | fresh g0ods has set out, and, the

set in, and by seven o’clock i

u the evening the boy was well, and they will reach quickly and safely.”

road being free, we may hope
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS—STATE OF PARIS.
London, l[au;h 20. .
vcE.—After the eighature of the armistice and subsequen
prﬁﬁﬁnaﬁee of peace, the, Naticnal Guard of what are called

e ———

@he Africmn Diwes.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY. PRICR 54., STAMPED.
You are earnestly requested to allow your namse to be added to the

the low or workmen's quarters of Paris took possession of nu- | listofsearly subscribers, Price 8s. per annum for each copy, payable
merous pieces of artillery and mitrailleases—about 400 pieces, it | in advauce.

is said—on the ground that these were their own property, and
had been purchased by National Guard subscriptions during the
siege. These they placed in position at Montmartrq and other
places doring and after the short German occupation of the
Champs Elysées; and subsequertly surrounded by trenches,
barricades, and other preparations fo_r resistance, if forcibly
attacked. The Government of the National Assembly bad fixed
op Monday, Maroh 20, for their their opening session at Ver-
sailles, to which they removed from Bordeaux. The Govemmez;lt,
which had hitherto temporised with those possessors of the
artillery of the National Guard (who had elected a C.entral.olll'
Federation Committee for the defence of the Republic, whic
they believe, o pretend to believe, t_he Assembly and Govern-
ment intend to rob them of), dete;rmmed on the 17th_ to put an
end to this state of things by taking forcible possession of the
cannon, &c.  Proclamations were prepared and posted iz Paris
calling upon all good citizens to sid in restoring aad preserving
order. Douring the night of 17-18th Maroh troops of the lmc;
marched quietly upon Montmartre and took the forly pieces o
artillery in position there, together with some 400 prisoners.
When this was known the National Guard beat to arms, the
troops fraternited with the National Guard, the cannon we;'e
retaken, two of the French Generals made prisoners by the
National Guards (Lecomte and Thomas) were deliberately. sho:.,t
General Vinoy with the bulk of his troops retired to the le
bank of the Seine, the National Guard came down from Mont-
martre, Belleville, &e., and took possession of the extegmie
Eugene Barracks, hoisting the red flag on the Place feha
Bastille, and finally installed themselves in the buildings of tne
staff of the National Guard in the Place Vendome, the ver':ys
centre and heatt of Paris. All this hza been done with ehouh
of *Vive la Republique!” these people demanding that the
National Guard sball have commanders appointed by t.hemsel\';si
as the rightful guardians and defenders of the Republic, and tt ad
the present Assembly shall bo dissolved and another be eleg.e
to sit in Parie. Meanwhile, on news of these events reaching
Berlin, the Bmperor of Germany has sent orders to stopbp.ro-
visionally all forther movements of troops that were e}ng
executed, with a view to withdrawal fr.ou-l msoy of the occupie
districts since the signature of the preliminaries ot_' peaee.
Spax.—The King and Queen arrived at Madrid at 1 p.y. og
the 19th of March. They went frst to the Atocha Chureh, nnh
then passed through the centre of the town. They were m;xlc ‘
cheered by great crowds everywhere. The mxhtm._formgd a 1;1;;
along the whole route, willlich was, ?ec?ix_-gted with ‘triump!
d flags. The weather was splendid.
archen and fog [[nndon,Gl[ar:"ih 21.
vcz.—Situation unchanged. - The National Guard: possess
thfxﬁztel de Ville, and all Paris is in their hands.. They
have ordered the election of the Communes on the 22nd, ong
member for each 20,000 of the Paris people. Geaneral Vinoy, an
all the Regular Troops, some 40,000 strong, have retired upon
Versailles. The Government of the National Assembly are, xthls
reported, treating with the National Guard Committee at the
Hotel de Ville, who have obtained possession of the Treasury
there, and the fands of the several mairies. Barricades conu_%ue
to be raised, but the inhabitants remain calm, and the chnynt s
traffc has been partially resumed. The southern- forts, Bice rii
Vanves, D'Tssy, were occupied during last night by the Naﬂont
.Guard, and the troops fraternised with them. The Fort of Mont-
rouge remained inaccessible, thanks to the officers, but the troopg
refused obedience. The National Guard are encamped agonnf
the fort. The recent manifesto of the Mayors and ])eputwlt:I 3
Paris was drawn up in consequence of overtures made by ¢ ez(ni
to the Central Committee. The Committee is said to have agree
to the measores suggested in the manifesto, and hopes art;_
consequently entertained that matters will retarn to a state o
order if the Assembly adopts the propossl of the twelve deputies
of Paris, The Prussians havp stopped their movement homei
wards, and are said to be massing forces at §t. Denis. Severa
meeth’:gs have been held by officers of the Nationsl G_uardh to
rotest against the decition of the Central Committee, which they
ll‘)efuse to recognise. M. Vacherot, the M‘{Ol:e of thph %;hg;:;n:x;-
i as given in his resignation, not being w -
;?f:xgeh&n%ml Committee. \G:_nemll grem;r uT;;;ok:rt;dogfe aosf
mmander of the National Guard. :
Sttzvrgioiia ;lzro;ed by cavalry and artillery, to prevent the Nj‘“{;‘;ﬁ
Guard from merching upon Verssilles. All ‘the Foreign Am

The Bfriean  Cimes.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 1871,

GAMBIA AFFAIRS—DEFALCATIONS OF THE
LATE POSTMASTER. ]
THR statement made in the letter of “X. Y. Z.”’ is &
startling one. It is only lately that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, in his reply to & letter of Mr. Quin and
Mr. Brown, accused the Gambia Settlement of being a
dependent on the Imperial exchequer in the extravagant
sum of one thousand pounds a-year. We then showed
that if it were so it was from Imperial choice and mis-
government, not from colonial necessity. We have from
time to time, since the Colonial-office attempt to cede the
Gambia to France, and the withdrawal of every sign of
British protection save and except the British flag and
the official locusts who devour the income, shown ths
necessity of economising the Gambia revenues so as to
meet the exigencies of the new.order of things; and that
every penny of those revenues was indispensable for this
purpose. We have shown how extravagant and unneces-
sary mach of the present official expenditure is, and how
the revenues may be made to suffice for every necessary
requirement of administration and protection. Nothing,
however, has been done by the Colonial-office, except to
place fresh burthens upon that revenue. A Mr. Pine has
been saddled upon it to the tune of 113/ 6s. 8d. a-year,
a Mr. Kneller to the further tune of 130/ a-year, and
now, according to “ X. Y. Z.,” the Imperial Post-office, in
the lump sum of 800/, and upwards, for deﬁr:‘leucles in the
accounts of the late Postmaster at the Gambia, some shorlls
time since deceased. Eight hundred and odd pounds!
We beg to assure the Colonial-office authorities that,
although some little gold-dust may be_occasionally ob-
tained in the (Gambia countries, there is not a Pactolus
ranning through its public chest, and making constant
auriferous deposits to meet the demands of _Im_pena}_
extravagance and maladministration.  The infliction o
this 800/. exaction is outrageous. We do not doubt that
the money has been improperly appropriated by the late
Postmaster, -and that the Imperial Post-office has bee}l
thus plundered. But we contend that the Gambia
ought not to be called upon to make good the de-
ficiency. The Local Aduministrator, the Administrator-
in-Chief, the Colonial-office authorities in E§g1and,
were all admonished in our columns that it was
quite probable such defalcations might be going on,
and that the securities originally given b{ the Pos.tmaste;
were no longer valid. We know that all these high an
mighty authorities profess a supreme contempt for an in-
dependent public. press, and scorn to be instructed by 1t:
We have no objection to this—the loss is theirs, not ours;
but there is this one among other inevitable results of that
contempt and scorn that we do object to, and that is,
when we have distinctly pointed out an error or abuse
which, if not properly corrected, may lead to a pec_:unmt:'ly
loss, that they should charge this loss upon the misera eag
revenues of an already too much plundered colony, inst

of paying it themselves. We will not say who 01_1ghf1 to
be made to pay it, whether Local Administrator, Chief dd-
ministrator, or Downing-street ; but we do say that, under
the circumstances, after the warning they had received in
this journal, it is most infamously unjust that the Gambia
chest should be again plundered to discharge the Imperial
Post-office’s claim. None of the dignitaries to whom we
have alluded could maintain & valid plea of i uprancg.
The African Times is filed at the Colonial-office; 1t is read,
deny it s they may, by all the officials on the West
Coast, pod if they dig Dot see that there was likely to be

i ill remain open, but
sadors have gone to Yersailtes, The shops st
the tl"ad%pegple begin to show great discontent.

e et T £ P PNTTE e e e

a deficienoy in the Ganibia Post-office accounts they ought

T R (P, TG L e S

y - e T e~



102 THE AFRICAN TIMES,

[Magcr 23, 1871, -

to have seen it. We hope these facts will be brought
before the House of Commons when Mr. McArthur calls
attention to the state of affairs on the West Coast. But
there iz even more as regards Admiral Patey, who was
then (when we published the warning) Administrator at
- the Gambia. Our correspondent “X. Y. Z.,” whose
position there is such as to give us ample reason to rely
mghcxtly on his statement, says, in his letter, that
“the fact of the insufficiency of Mr. Bvans’s securi-
ties was brought officially ~before Admiral Patey,”
but that * Mr. Evaps, being one of his profegés,
he pigeon-holed the communication.” We do not regard
this as exonerating either the Administrator-in-Chief or
the Colonial-office; but it certainly fixes the greater and
& moat just responsibility on Admirsl Patey; and we
further hope that the injustice of mulcting the poor colony
in this sum, and the justice of exacting it from the now
Governor of St. Helena, will be iusisted on in the House
of Commons. It should be distinctly borne in mind that
the Gambia is not receiving any pecuniary favour what-
ever from the Imperial Government or Exchequer. By a
nofe in our last issue, p. 87, we stated that in consequence
of the remonstrances of Mr. Brown and Mr. Quin, upon
the defenceless state in which the Gambia had been left
since the removal of the troops in May 1870, one of the
gunboats employed on the West Coast station had made a
hasty trip up the river. But we did not then state, what we
now feel called upon to do, that this trip was made at the
expense of the Gambia chest. So it was; the authorities
were told that if the gunboat was sent up the river, #&e
gel{l_ement must pay for the coal that might e consumed
during the trip, and the settlement did pay for it accord-
ingly. These are therefore additional grounds for demand-
ing that it shall not be called upon to make good Mr.
Evans s’deﬁcxency. 1t williugly paid the coal bill of Her
Majesty’s gunboat, as the hire for the seeming evidence of
Imperial protection afforded by its fleeting appearance up
the Gambia river—but it protests through us, and that
vehemently, against the exaction of that 800/, which ought
to be paid by Admiral Patey or the parties we have
named ; and which, in the event of disturbances among
the natives up the river affecting the security of the
%)eoglle of lBathttustﬁ it n-xiglt)lt l'ae ? matter of life or death
0 the colony to have in hand for
Teaporiat coalybi]l. payment of another

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S YACHT.
WE can imagive something of the feelings of surprise
with which our Sierra Leone friends will read the reply
given to Lieut.-Colonel Beresford in the House of Com-

steamer every sixth day. Some 200/, a-year for passa;
money by these fine steamers, with an chasional passag o
in one of the steamers of the West Coast Naval Squadron,
would amply suffice for all the visitations the (Fovernor.
General ever has had to make, or ever will make to the
other settlements placed so unwisely under this centralised
administration at Sierra Leone ; and here we have some
22,0007 paid by the Imperizl exchequer, and 5,000/, a-year
to be filched from the revenues of Sierra Leone for a
yacht. In our December number we protested against
both these items of expenditure—against the 22,0001 as
altogether unnecessary and only calculated to bring fresh
odium upon the unfortunate West Coast Settlements, in
these days of retrenchment of colonial expenses charge-
able on the Imperial revenue; and against the 5,000/
a-year as a shameful exaction from the people of Sierra
Leone, wh_o want every farthing of their revenues for
Decessary 1mprovements and expenses, instead of their
being wasted as at present on objects useless or injurious
to them. e have been 5o accustomed to official mis-
representation in replies to disagreeable questions in the
House ‘of Commons that we were not surprised at M.
Knatghbull-_ﬂ_fu gessen’s statement, but we did not lose anv
time io placing Colonel Beresford in possession of the real
fslt_ct_aé efven atli:lxea%{e i?stalment of which he had failed to
elicit from the ill-informed Parliam - -
tary of State for the Colonies. entery U aierBecre

THE EXTENDED JURISDICTION BILL.

Wz publish (page 98) “ An Act for Extending the Juris-
diction of the Courts of the West African Settlements to
Certain Offences Committed Out of Her Majesty’s Do-
minions.” The provisions of this Bill have no doubs
originated in some of the objections urged by us to the

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Sierra Lieone in the

case of Whobay. Whobay, it will be remembered, had
been acquitted by the jury on his first trial in May, 1870,
for the alleged murder of Patience Peters, presumably on
the ground of uncertanty as to whether the alleged crime
was committed within or beyond the imagined boundary
line of British territory. This new Act of 34th Victoria
will undoubtedly establish the jurisdittion of the Supreme
Courts in any future and similar case as regards that par-
ticular point. It cannot, however, legalise any illegality
in the past, and therefore leaves untouched  the grave
charges brought by us against the Executive authorities
and the Jjudges of the Supreme Court in the attempt to
procure a verdict of guilty against Whobay, and to hang
him for the alleged murder of Patience Peters; and in
the subsequent trial and conviction of the same Whobay,

mons on the 9th inst. by the Under-Secretary of State for | and his execution for the slleced ' i

;
the Colonies. Colonel Beresford modestly asked whether Boye. This Act is a Parfia?n:;tarylgc:g:;s:ti;geof? htlllli
1t was true that the Governor-General’s steam yacht cost | Executive of Sierra Leone for endeavouring to procure a

the Sierra Leone Settlements .some 2,000/,

per aonum. [ conviction of Whobay in the case of Patience Peters—a

*Oh, dear, no,” replied the Under-Secretary, * the yacht | Parliamentary cond i i
. ) ‘ , t
costs 5,0007, and you will see by the annual estimates that | Court who a?l'owed es'ﬂ::l; :10131'?:1“:2 ];mit:;dszprﬁﬁf

this, which insures real economy in West Coast admini- liamentary justification of the maligned jury who acquitted

stration, is paid by the Imperial Government.” This

him ; because if the Executive and the Judges were right

looseness of statement by an official personsge is, to say | in the May trial, thi

the least of it, disgraceful. The Under-Sec%etary, MZ quired. TV)er doal;otthsl:yx:ﬁtat v_:;tl)uﬁ%ggiinhav&iheﬁlr;
Knatchbull-Hugessen, is so new to the office he now | Parliament for its sanction the Colonial-oﬁigc’é intended it
holds; that we have no reason to suppose he had any per- | to become such a Parliamentary condemnation audq t't‘:
sonal knowledge of the matter respecting which he was | cation. Quite the reverse, We have in o 'Jtli]s ]'n-
called upon for an official reply, and we have not there- subset}uent official publication in Sierra Leomla1 l;)fn:l::ert«:i;

fore to accuse him of wilful misrepresentation. But, as| Act o
there must be blame somewhere, it must necessarily rest | which Mr. Justice Huggins had viola

Parliament which had been fotrejeam in force, and
in the barbarous

with those who inspired his official reply—viz, one or|criminal sentences %assed by him, admitted by the Secre-
illegal, ‘ y

other of the Permanent Under-Secretaries at the Colonial- tary of State to be
office, who must or ought to have known that the sums Judge Huggins by an Exzecuti

is was an attempt to justify
ve insinuation that the pro-

charged under that head in the Imperial estimates are for | visions of such Act had not previously been understood

the cost of purchase or construction of the successive|as bein
yachts supplied for the use of the Governor-General, and | false.
not for the annual exﬁnses of the yacht, which figure for | legislation is intended

5,000/, in the Sierra

1 : one estimates for the present year, | tive and jud i
as published in our December number. These yachts|so emphgt?ca%ﬁoios&:ﬁslmne, T

in force in Sierra Leone, which was altogether
n the same way we presume the present ez gost facto
by insinuation to justify the Execu-
in our opinion, it
But whatever it may effect

have, we believe, cost some 22,000/, to the Imperial ex- | as regards the tr}
chequer, a shameful waste of public money, when it is Patiegace i’et:r:rﬁi;ofd‘zﬁgb?;:;;:; i:ggg;‘:rl;lulriieer gif‘

considered that there are now five fine passenger steamers | British territory, it cannot have any reference to- the trial
. >

down, aud five up the Cecast every month—that is, a condemnation, and execution of the same Whobay for -
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- throughout those twenty miles of territory will prove to be

the a}leged murder of the claild Boye. This offence, if a | other column the text of the treaty. The conditions im-
cognisable offence, was committed within British territory; | posed by the German Emperor are hard indeed. A strip
but if committed, and whether by Whobay or some other, |{ of territory along the whole German-French frontier from

it was committed by a war party despatched and com-
missioned to' meke war by a competent and independent
native chief, ruling and governing in independent native
territory, who commanded the obedience of this Whohay
and his armed associstes; committed by him or them or
some other of them, in pursuance of the war mandate they
had received from their native sovereign to whom they
owed allegiance and obedience. This new Act of Parlia-
ment to which we now refer, leaves this very serious point
untouched, and we therefore need not further allude to it
here. There is one observation, however, which we feel
bound to make, and which must call in question the
prudence of such legislation as is begun by this Bill.
Until the commencement of the new economical system of
Imperial protection in the West African settlements, such
legislation was unnecessary. When the settlements had
within them, or near {hem, and atv their disposal, means
of Imperial coercion such as ships and soldiers, the
governor of & settlement could demand and obtain repara-
tion for offences against British subjects and others in
native territories such as are contemplated in this Bill.
The Imperial Government now denies to the settlements
all such means of Ymperial coercion, and contemplates, by
legislation such as in this Bill, the inspirivg awe among
the barbarous and warlike independent tribes within the
extended Jimits of twenty miles from the réal or imagined
boundary lines of these British settlements, by the terror-of
its ermined judges sitting in its Supreme Courts, and &
few yards of rope supplied by its High Sheriffs, with which
to hang alleged offenders. Now we say that no such awe
will be produced by prosecutions and punishments under
this or any similar enactment ; that the supposed protec-
tion it will give to native British traders and others

_fallacious and illusory ; and that ihe only results likely to
follow from a number of captures, prosecutions, convictions,
and capital punishments under such law, will be & series of
exterminating wars between the settlements and the inde-
pendent native tribes around them, arising out of reprisals
which these independent tribes will not fail to make upon
settlements unprotected by any adequate armed force, and
yet constantly provoking irritation by the seizure and:
punishment of members of these tribes. e take this to
be a common-sense view of the matter—and if it be a true
one, it would be better to refrain from legislation so ex-
tremely hazardous. :

THE LATE FRENCH AND GERMAN WAR.
Ir is indeed with joy that we write the /ate French and
Germen war. After several days’ discussion with Count
Bismarck, MM. Thiers and Favre (with their Council of
fifteen deputies of the Assembly) accepted the German
terms with some slight modifications, and signed the pro-
visional treaty of peace, with which they left immediately
for Bordeaux, to obtain the ratification of the Assembly.
According to stipulations 30,000 Germans, entering by the
Arc de I’Ktoile (the triumphal arch erected to commemo-
rate all the glories of France, among which figure pro-
minently victories obtained in Germeny), occupied all that
quarter of Paris extending from the Arch to the Louvre,
including the Place de Carcussel, &e¢. This occupation
was to continue until the treaty should be ratified by the
Assembly at Bordesux, which wisely lost no time in
deliberation over what could not be changed, amended, or
evaded, but accepted it without delay by a vote of 546 to
107. A special messenger was despatched to Paris with it
immediately, and, the ratifications beiog exchanged, the
Prussian occupation of the portion of Paris before men-
tioned, which commenced on the 1st March, terminated
by their march out on the morning of the 3rd, with
deafening German cheers 2s they pa from the Champs
Elysées under the 'I\'iumphal Arch into the Bois de Bou-
logne. During this partial occupation, the French troops
kept by arrangement the opposite side of the boundary
line agreed upon, so that collision between the Ger-

Switzerland to Luxembourg, in one part nearly 150 miles _
broad, and containing in all a population of nearly two
million souls, with all the great frontier fortresses, in-
cluding Metz, is a very serious territorial loss; while
200 millions sterling stipulated in the treaty to be paid
by France to the German Federal Government with
inferest until paid is a grievous pecuniary ome. It is
calculated that, adding their own expenses to the sum
they have thus to pay to Germany, the French money
loss by the war will not amount to less than from 350 to
400 milliozs of pounds sterling, or nice to ten milliards of
francs, Itis to be hoFed that this heavy amende, coupled
with the humiliating loss of so much important territory
and so large a population, will give a new and less fasci-
nating aspect to war in the eyes of the French nation.
Should this prove to be the case, their present loss and
bumiliation will not be an unmitigated misfortuse. At
present, however, the French thought is all of vengeance
and recovery—to inflict a future punishment on Germany
beyond what they have themselves had to suffer. It will
be seen by the treaty that the Germans are to hold a not
inconsiderable portion of France, in addition to what they
have annexed, as security until the whole of the 200
millions sterling have been paid. It is expected that the
German armies will withdraw from the Paris forts and
other positions and retire within the limits alluded to
before the end of March; they will, indeed, probably. have
so done before this month’s number of the Asrican Ttmes
goes to press, as we are now Writing immediately after the
evacuation of Paris. e limit our expressions at this
time to congratulations on the termination of the late
dreadful war, which, since July 19, 1870, has oversha-
dowed Europe, and disturbed and afflicted the minds of
the whole civilised world. The momentous changes
effected by this war in_the -relative positions of the
European Powers generally is too large a subject to be
handled here, and must be reserved for a future occasion,
when we may also discuss the question as to the justice or
advisability on the part of Germany in exacting so heavy
a reparation from a vanquished enemy.

ETITION OF W. RAINY, ESQ., TO THE RIGHT

F HON. THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE
COLONIES.
Norices having been given in the House of Commons for
bringing the affairs of the West African Settlements under
the motice of the House, we have deemed it indispensable
in the interests of those settlements to publish in our pre-
sent number the petition of Mr. Rainy to the Colonial-
office’ authorities here, especially refering to the case of
Whobay. It is true that much of what appears in this
petition has already had a place in our columns when we
reported the leading facts of the trials of Whobay. But
members of the Imperial Parliament cannot be expected
to have made themselves so fully acquainted with this most
important case as to have mastered all its atrocious de-
tails; and this petition places them in a shape which
gives them lucidity, and makes them easy to refer to.
We feel greatly indebted to Mr. Rainy for this new effort
to establish the reiga of pure justice in the Courts on the
West Coast; and we again urge the people of Sierra
Leone to second his noble efforts on their behalf, by the
immediate preparation and despatch of such petitions as
we have before advised them to send to England, with a
view of obtaining their emancipation from the reign of
terror they are exposed to, while the present inordinate
powers of their executive continue to be in force.

SALE OF ELMINA TO GREAT BRITAIN.
Ersewnere we publish a letter addressed by us to Earl
Granville early in 1870, urging the acquisition of the
Dutch ions on the coast of Guinea—possessions
worthless, burthensome, and compromising for the Nether-
lands, but valuable to Great Britain, as enabling her to

mans and the Paris mob was avoided. We give in an-

hasten the period at which she may be able to transfer
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the whole of the Gold Coast countries to native rule. We
also publish an extract from a Brussels paper alluding to
the signature of the treaty of cession which has taken
place at the Hague. The doubts therein expressed as to

 the Dutch Parliament sanctioning the treaty are, we
believe, altogether groundless, because the Government of
his Majesty the King of the Netherlands must be aware
that a rejection of the treaty by them would be the signal
for a renewal of hostilities by the Fantee tribes, who have,
in the instinet of self-preservation, decided that it is of
vital importance to them that an end should be put te all
Ashantee pretensions on the sea-coast of Guinea. We
hope, therefore, that in our next we may be able to an-
nounce the sanction of the treaty of cession to Great
Britain by the Dutch Chambers, and the final ratification

" of the treaty, in virtue of which the British will be the
only European flag floating in towns or fortresses on the
Gold Coast. All who may have assisted in bringing about
this result, for which we have been uninterruptedly
striving during the past ten years, will deserve, although
they will probably never obtain, the gratitude of the
whole Fantee people.

PRETITION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE
COLONIES IN THE MATTER OF WHOBAY, RE-
CENTLY EXECUTED AT SIERRA LEONE.

Ths Right Hon. the Earl of - Kimberley, E.G., Her Majuty's

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, §e.
. Sierra Leone, December 6, 1870.

My Lord,—The case of the Queen. again:t Whobay, who was
the son of an independent pative chief, for the alleged murder of
a child called Boye, at Gondomah, a town said to form a portion
of British Sherbro, and ceded among other territories to Her
Majesty in 1862, which has just been decided in the Supreme
Court of this settlement by the conviction of the prisoner and his
subsequent execution, is of such vast importance, that I feel it my
duty as the counsel assigned by the Court to defend the prisoner,
to bring it under the notice of your lordship.

It is well-known, my lord, that I am a great advocate for trial
by jury, and it is for the purpose of placing before you facts
which will show that the verdict which the jury gave, when this
same prisoner was tried in May last, for the alleged murder of one
Patience Peters, was a just and reasonsble one, although that
verdict was at the time impeached by certain officials in the
colony, and possibly may have been misrepresented to tha Colonial-
office, that I.take the unusual course of entering into the eatire
case. I may further excuse myself on the ground that the case

. relative to Patience Peters was introduced into that relative to

Boye by Mr. Algernon Montagn, the Crown Prosecutor, and that

the two cases are so closely interwoven that it is impossible to

deal with the one without reference to the other.  There are
besides many points of international law involved, which in wy
humble judgment require to be at once considered aud settled,

In May last, this very prisoner was put upon his trial for the
alleged murder of Patience Peters, as already stated, and, accord-
ing to the facts which came ont in the evidence, it appeared that
the prisoner was one of a war party that captared Gondomah on
Friday, the 11th of March last, and that this party remained in
possession of the town until Monday, the 14th of the same month,
when they evacuated the place, taking with them the prisoners
whom they had captured, and among them Patience Peters, whom
the prisozer is alleged to have murdered. .

The only witness called to prove the alleged murder was one
Sarah Thomas, who had been captured by the war party, but had
subsequently been released: She stated on oath that the town
of Gondomah was taken at about seven o’clock on Friday morning,
the 11th day of March last; that the war party remained in the
town till the following Monday, the 14th, when they evacusted
the place, taking along with them their prisoners; that they
crossed tho river which this witness seems to have regarded as
one of the boundaries between the British and unative territories,
and after getting to & war-fence or country fortification, far away
from the river in the bush, which she stated positively was not ia
British territory, the prisoner put Patieoce Peters to death.

There were other witnesses called, among whom was Captain
Walshe, the Civil Commandant at Sherbro, and ‘it is remarkable,
a3 will subsequently appear, that although he was at Gondomsh
the day after the war party had left the place, and must have
kpown something about Patience Petera’s death, he yet said
nothiog about it, but ouly stated that, from the description givea
by Sarah Thomas, be concluded that the murder took place in
British territory.

At the time, my lord, the evidence of the witnesa Sarah Thomas
seemed eo clear and explicit on the subject of the alleged murder,

that X felt convinced I had only one chance of extricating the
prisoner from the charge, more especially as the Court did not
seem to atlach aay importance to a question I suggested during
the progress of the trial~namely, whether the prisoner, beicg the

Gondomah, could be tried and convicted of murder for putting one
of the prisoners taken in such war fo death, such an act being, in
fact, an act of war for which the chief who caused the war might
be made liable to have war made on himself, but for which no one
couid be made amenable in onr criminal eonrts. As the question
was made light of, I saw that my only hope rested in the questisn
as to whether the place where the death was alleged to have taken
place was in the territory of the natives or in British territory,
which question I accordingly raised and argued as a legitimate
defence on the part of the prisoner. The Crown Prosecutor, Mr,
Algernon Montagu, left the defence on this point unanswered,
and the Chief Justice, in delivering his charge to the jury, dis-
tinetly told them that before they found the prisoner gulity of the
alleged murder, they must be satisfied in their own minds that it
was committed within British jurisdiction ; that it was a most un-
fortunate thing that the treaty had left the southern boundary of
the ceded territory, in the neighbourhood of which the murder was
alleged to have been committed, undefined; that they could not
deal with the murder until they had settled the point of jurisdic.
tion, and if it was found that the morder was committed out of
British terrifory, then there would be an end of the matter, for in
that case this Court could exercite no power over the prisoner;
that the same wituess who proved the alleged murder also gave
evidence that it did not take place in the British district, and if
there was any doubt in their minds, they were bound to give the
benefit of it to the prisoner. With reference to Captain Walshe,
his honour advised the dismissal of his evidence altogether, on
account of his having no personal kuoowledge of the matter on
which he gave evidence, and being orly guided by what he had
heard.

With this charge of his honour the Chief Justice, and with the
evidence of Sarah Thomas that the alleged murder did not take
place in British jurisdiction, the jury very properly acquitted the
prisoner. ‘

As soon a3 the trial was over, it was reported in Freetown, and
became matter of public conversation, that Mr. Algernon Montaga,
the Crown Prosecator, by the direction of his Excelleney Sir A. E.
Kennedy, bad demanded the names of the jurors who had given
the verdict in the matter. It was also said that the jury had
given:a most improper verdict, and that jury trial in criminal
cases would be abolished.

I need hardly say, my lord, that such a threat had a tendency
to intimidate those persons liable to eerve on the jury, and to
interfere most seriously with the proper execution of their daty.
I do not believe that it is in the aversge of human nature, in even

under such influence from a distarbed judgment, a disturbed
judgment which may have a prejudical effect upon the adminis-
tration of jmstice, It would, indeed, be better for the ends of
justice that trial by jury shonld be abolished at once, than that
Juries should have continually menaces of this deseription hanging
over them fn ferrorem.

To show the feeling which at the time prevailed egainst the
jury in certain quarters, I beg to sabjoin the following extract,

certain officials :—

‘A very unpleasant sensation has been created in the settle-
ment by the verdict of the jury in a case.tried in the Sapreme
Court during the recent session. A man belonging'to & tribe in
the neighbourhood of British Sherbro was placed in the dock on
the chargs of having wilfully murdered a female, & British subject.
‘T'he defence set up by the prisoner's counsel was this: That
though the prisoner had seized on the person of his victim on
British territory, yet that he had carried her to a place beyond
British jurisdiction and there killed her, and that under thess
circumstances the man was not liable to bs tried in this court.
Capt. Walshe, the commandant of British Sherbro, who certainly
ought to be an excellent judge in this matter, gave evidence that
the epot on which the murder was committed was British territory.
Aunother witaess, whose evidence ought not to have been regarded
as of any value, considered that it was not. The Chief Justice left
this question to the jury, angd those gentlemen actually acquitted
the prisoner, on the ground that they considered the spot on which
the poor woman was elain was not British territory.

. “The public voice eries loudly sgainst this verdict, and the
jarors who deh_vered it are, we believe, endeavouring to shift the
blame from their own ehoulders on to thoss of the Chief Justice,
pretending that his honour directed them to acquit the prisoner.
This was Dot s0. The matter, we_learn, is under the serious
notics of his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief. All we can say

at present is, that there has been a sad miscarriage of justice, f
which we consider the jury responsible, 80 o Justics, for

subject of an independent chief and sent by him to make war on -

the freest and most civilised parts of the globe, to preserve itself -

taken from a local paper here, and well kaown to be the organ of
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¢ Tho intelligent residents of Sierra Leone, native and Enropean,
sincerely deplore the existence of the lamentable system which
permits, nay compels, the Sheriff of Freetown to summon as
jurors many persons who are notoriously quite unfit to sit in a
jury-box. We hope the attention of the Governor-in-Chief will
goon be drawn to this, as well as other serions defects jn the ma-
chinery by which justice is administerod in the Supreme Courk of
the settlement of Sierra Leoge.”

Immediately after the acquittal, the prisoner was sgain arrested
on & charge of having, on the 14th day of March lsst, murdered
a girl-child by the name of Boye, and 'a man called Babagoomab,
et the same place—(Gondomeh; and on being brought before the
Acting Police Magistrate in Freetown in July last he was com-
mitted to take bis trial; and on the 23rd of September he was
at?iiigned accordingly to answer for the alleged murder of the
child,

It is remarkable that in this osse, also, there was only one
witness brooght forward to prove the murder, and this witness
was a womsn called Damoh Moie, said to have been the wife of
the Chief of Goudomah; and so much was elicited from her,
relative to the alleged murder of Patience Peters, for whom the
prisoner was tried snd acquitted. that it is of the first importance
that I should furnish your lordship with such portions of her
own statements as bear on that particular charge, and from these
it will be scen on what evidence the prisoner was condemned and
executed for the alleged murder of the child Boye.

Damoh Mole, in her cross-examination, says : I saw Patieace
Peters’s dead body on the Saturday morning (the 13th Mareh,
1870) before we removed to the war-fence, and before Boye was

. killed. The distance from the house in which Sarah Thomas

was to the place where I saw Patience’s dead body was forty
feet (distance as ‘given by the witness, measured). I firstsaw
Sarah Thomss at Gondomsh on the Saturday (the 12th March,
1870) after the war came. I saw Patience alive slso on this
day; it was in ‘the morning. I saw Sarash Thomsa all day oo
Saturday, the 12th March, 1870; we were together all day.
She went to her house and I went to mine. Early on Sarday
morning, March 13, 1870, I saw Patience's dead body. The
sun was just rising. I did not see Patience’s head; I only saw
the body. Sbe had no head when I saw her.”

In her re-examination this witness statea: ‘I knew & woman
called Patience ; ehe stopped at Massandy, but I saw her at Gon-
domsb. 1 saw her in the handsof the war people on a Saturday
morning, March 12, 1870, the Saturday after the Friday on
which Gondomah was taken, They eollected all the prisoners
outside to see ons another, and I saw Patience; she was a pri-
soner with a rope round ber neck. I don’t know who caught
her. It was before the sun rose that I saw Patience at Gon.
domah. Patience did not go with me to the war-fence. O the
Sundsy morning, March 18, 1870, I went to the water-side fo
wash, end there I saw Patience’s dead body with the head off. I
saw her slive on Satarday moraiog (the 12th Mareh, 1870) when
we were called out. I was with Sarah Thomas all the tims we
were at the warfence. I slept at the war-fence with Sarsh
Thomas. Ve remained at the wer-fence twelve days, and every
day I saw Sarah Thonias during the twelve days. Sarah Thomas
was always during the twelve days with me; they did not take
ber away. They killed somebody at the. war-fence; Tash was
his name ; he ia'a man; they palled the skin from his head ; they
did not kill any one else during the twelve daysI was at the
fence. They killed no one on ths road going from’Gondomah to

~ the war-fence.”

Now, my lord, I beg most respcetfully to sabjoin the deposition
of Sarah Thornas, taking before the committing msgistrato at the
Sherbro on the 3rd of May last, and oo which deposition, supported
by the evidence which this same witness gave before the Court,
the life of the prisoner would have been forfeifed, but for the
question of jurisdiction as to the place where what was charged
sgainst him took place :— . . ]

" #8arah Thowmss on her oath saith: I am a married womaun, Wife
of one Pbilip Thomas, residiog at Freetown. I was at Gondomah
when it was captured by a war party from Imperah Country on
the morning of the 1ith of March last. I went there to trade.
I and some others were captured by the war party, and we
remained at Gondomeh for three days; we were then removed from
Gondomah to a wer-fence far sway into the bush on the other side
of the river. The following morniog, the prisoner gave some rice
to a Sierra Leone woman named Patience, who was also prisoner,
to beat for him., The women ssid her bowels were operating,
and that she was in consequence unngle to beat the rice. Prisoner
then took hold of the wemav and said, ¢ You, & prisover, refuse to
beat my rice?’ He then carried her just behind the fence, and
struck her thrice with his cutlass on the back of her neck, and
she fell on her face to the ground end died, her head flew off her
body st the third stroke. I was led to see her killed by the
prisoner’s brother, Beah Yeamey. There was a rope round n;y
neck, and Beah Yeamey held the rope. I don’t know that the

women who was killed had any other name besides Patience. She
was a Sierra Leone woman from Kissy. Her husbind was a Kroo-
man named Soh, who lived at Massandy. I can't say whether
the was married to him or not, but she wes living with him as
his wife. The place where the woman was led by the prisoner
to be killed was about thirty or forty yards from the place where
he had given her the rice to beat. He led her by a rope which
was made fast round her neck ; he msde the woman walk before
him to the placs, and he held the rope behind her. I saw the war
men kill two Sierra Leone men before; I forget their names.
Whenever they killed any one they always brought all the
prisoners to ses the person killed, and when Patience was killed
by the prisoner I was led, and all the prisoners were brought to
the spot by all the war men to witness her death. .

¢ Bxamined by the prisoner: I saw yon at Gondomsah when it
was captured. ;

{Sigced) “ Sarax Taouas, her (X) mark.”

In her cross-examination before the Supreme Court on the 27th
and 28th October, 1870, this same witness said : ¢ Patience was
killed between twelve and one o'clock in the day. Damoh Moie
was not present, but she saw the dead body. Patience waskilled
at Gondomsh. T am sure of it. I make no mistake at all. I
never saw any policeman at Gondomsh during the time I was
there. My hopse was about twenty feet from where Patience
was killed. There was no river to be crossed from my house to
where Patience was killed. On Sunday morning Whobsy woke.
I saw him before sunrice; he slept in the same house. He took
up rice in a batket; he handed the basket of rice to Patience to
beat. Patience was killed near the middle of the day. Whobay
ate with the man for whom T ecooked before he killed Patience.
I slept the Suufsy at Gondomah; we removed from Gondomsh
on Morday. Damoh Moie saw Patience’s body on Sunday about the
widdle of the day. Whobay killed Patience between ten, eleven,

three o’clock. I was preseni with Damoh Moie when she saw
the dead body of Patience; I was the only female present when
Patiencs was killed. Pleaty of the war party were there. The
water-side was not within the war-fence. . I am the same person

murder of Patience Peters.”

At this stage, my lord, on a motion made by me, the notes of
the Chief Justice, taken by his Honour himself on the 12th of
May, 1870, when the prisoner nearly lost his life on the evidence
of this same witness, were read, the substance of which notes was
the same as the statements contained .in her deposition before the
magistrate at the Sherbro; and, when questioned as to how her
former evidence was to be reconciled with her present statement,
gaid: *“J made a mistake at the former trial; I was uneasy in
mind, and did not recollect what I was saying at the former trial.
I spesk right to-day. My heart in May was not settled, but now
it is. I doo’t make mistake to-day. .Troubled mind made me
say at the former trial that Patience was killed two weeks after
we left Gondomah, at & war-fence far into the country. Patience
was killed at Gondomah, but my mind was in an unseftled state;
that made me say that Patience was killed after we crossed:the
river and had reéached the war-fence. What I stated before Capt.
Walshe, the magistrate at the Sherbo, was not true. The per-
son whom I saw killed at the war-fence sfter we had left Gon-
domah for two weeks was not Patience; Patieace was killed at
Govdomah. The woman I saw killed at- the war-fence was au-
other person. Damoh Moie saw this woman killed in the bush;
I don’t know the name of the woman; I don’t know whatvillage
she came from, but she came out of Gondomah with us. T first
saw this woman at Gondomah ; I canpot say what day it was T
frst gaw the woman. This was the woman I meant to.speak of
at the last trial, when I epoke of Patience. We were in that
war-fence about two weeks, and that was the time they killed
the woman. Damoh Moie saw this woman killed. The woman
who was killed a$ the war-fence had her head chopped off. They
gave her three chops on the meck. Whobay gavs her the first
chop, Whobay gave her the second, and the same Whobay gave
her the third chop.”

In another portion of her evidence the says: ** On Monday
morning (the 14th March, 1870) I saw the war p'arty marching
Babsgoomsh and another man whose name I don’t know to the
water-side, to kill. Whobay was one of the war party. 1did
not go with them when they returned. I eaw this prisoner,
Whobay, with a cutlassin hishand; the cutlas_s was full ot blood.

Thus it is obvious, my lord, that if the prisoner had been con-
victed and executed for the murder of Patience, he would have
been improperly so, cn what hes now turned out, by the con-
fession of this very Sarsh Thomas, to be a mistake, I respect-
fully submit to your lordship that the revelation made by this
witness is alarmiog. It was on the evidence of this very womsa
that the prisocer was nearly launched into eteraity in May last;
sad now ehe tells the Court that sll she ssid in her depcsition,

as well as in her evidence at the trial, was entirely uatrue.

and twelve o’clock. Damoh saw Patience’s body between two end -

who gave evidence against Whobay, \vhen: he was tried for the‘
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But taking it as granted that this woman, Ssrah Thomas, in
her last evidence stated what was true, then the woman Damoh
Moie could not bave told the truth; for che states that the saw
Patience Peters's dead body at the wharf of Gondomsh on Sundsy
morning just as the sun wss rising, whereas _Sarah Thomas, in
ota portion of her evidence, states that Patience Peters was
killed on that Sundsy between twelve and one o'clock, and in
another portion between ten, eleven, sud twelve o'clock, so that
it was utterly impossible for Damoh Moie to have zeen the dead
body of & person who was alive at the time. Bul if the evidence
of Sarah Thomas be dismisced es untrustworthy, and that of
Damoh Moie be relied on, then she did not see Patience Peters
killed, much less could Ssrah Thoruas bave seen it.

It seems very strange indeed, my lord, that the witness,
Damch Moie, who professed to know so much about the death of
Patience Peters, should not have been produced by Mr. Algernon
Montagu, the Crown Prosecutor, at the time when the prisoner
was belng tricd on the charge relative to her. Damoh Moie was
at the Sherbro, along with Sarah Thomas, and from there she
found herself in Freetown, and, according to the evidence taken
in the case of the child Boye, which no doubt will be trans-
mitted to your lordship’s office, it will be seen that the locol
authorities at the Sherbro must have known where this woman
was, end what evidence she could give relative to the death of
Patience Peters; and I submit that she ought to have been
brought to state, at the trial of the prisoner for the alleged
murder of Patience Peters, what she knew of Patience Peters’s
death.

VWith regard to the alleged murder of the child Boye, for
which the life of the prisoner has been forfeited, I beg respect-
fully to say that Damoh Moie, whose evidence in itself is 8o very
conflicting, was the only person brought forward to fix the
prisoner with the perpetration of the deed. Her statements in
support of the charge are as follows : —

‘¢ Prisoner got a stick and pointed it sharp, and etuck it in the
ground in the Barry, or court-house; he then went and took
Yenken's child Boye, who was a girl. Yenken was sitting down,
and ell the prisoners were brought to be present. She had the
child with others. There were six other women sitting down,
and esch hed a child; the women were all taken in the war.
When prisoner took the child he took a knife and cut a hole in
Boye’s ribs; the child was crying, and prisoner stuck the child
on the stick, and pressed it down till the stick came out on the
other side. The child was alive when put on the stick. I sat
closs by. I know prisoner and four others that were there well,
I koow Yenken; I have known her nearly ten years. She was
living at Bonthe, and for the last seven years she has been livicg
at Gondomah. She was niece to Buadukab. : The child Boye
was about six vears old.” All the women witb the children were
family to Bundukeh; all the children killed were family to
Buaduksh.” :

In her cross-examination she says: ‘ Sarah Thomas was in
the house when Boye was killed.  She heard the child erying;
she could not see it. - Sarah Thomas was distant from the place
at which Boye was as from where Mr. Rainy is standing to Mr.
Carrol’'s room ’’—distance measared, and found to be 28ft.
‘¢ Sarah Thomas was in the house when Boye was killed; it was
in the Barry, and the people were all sitting down. I don’t
know the hour when Boye was killed. It was about the time
children go to write in the morning’’—meaning school hour.
“On the same day Boye was killed we left Gondomah; Sarah
Themas went with us. I talked to her sbout the murder of
Boye; I told her they had killed Boye. She asked me why the
child was erying, and I told her they killed the child.”

Now, my lord, it is strange that at the firat trial, for the
maurder of Patience Peters, nothing ehould have been heard from
this Sarah Thomas about: the murder of Babsgoomah and the
other men, and from Captain Walshe, who had actually seen the
two dead bodies and had ordered them to be buried ; but that the
moment after the acquittal of the prisoner thess unheard-of
charges ghould be made and fresh witoesses should be intro-
duced.

Such, my lord, was the evidence on which the prisoner was
convicled and executed; and considering the fata) contradictions
and the startling confession of Sarah Thomas that all she said at
the former tria! and before the msgistrate was untrue, I respect-
fully, but firmly, submit that the evidence was wholly insuf-
ficient to warrant the priscner’s execution. .

All the wituesses in the case were Crown witnesses, and from
them it was got that the prisoner was the son of a chief i the
Iwperah Country, and was sent by the king and chiefs—one of
the #sid chiefs being the prisoner’s father—to make war on Gon-
domah. To obedience to the instructions given, he i3 said to have
gone, with others, to the war. The prisoner, howerer, denies
being present at all, and went into eternity adbering to his denial,

Soon after Gondomeh was taken, a messenger was sent, accord-
ing to Damoh Moie’s evidence below given, to the king and chiefs

of the Jmperah Country to acquaint them with what had taken
place; and the messeoger was particularly instructed to say that
Bundukah, the Chief of Gondomah, had made his escape, but
that members of his fswily had been captured. On the retarn
of the messenger, he informed the war party that the king and
chiefs returced thanks to them for what they had done; that
they regretted Buudukah had escaped, but were glad to hear that
persons of his family had been captured; these they did not with
to see, but wented only their heads, ) .

My lord, the following is the statement of Dsmoh Moie in sup-
port of the above :—
¢ All the war people assembled in one place. Prisoner sent a
messenger to go to Beah Lonchs, and tell him that the war party
had taken the place; that Bunduksh had run away, but that they
hsd caught his wife and children. I heard the prisoner send the
messenger. The messenger was sent on Ssturday aud returned
on Sunday night. On Sunday night, the messenger who was
ceat camwe back and brought a piece of white baft,.a piece of blue
baft, and a demijobn of rum..  On Monday mornisg the messenger
returned the answer to the war chief, Fammsh Baggi, and said,
in the prisoner's presence, that Beah Loncha and Beah Boom,
chiefs of the Imperah Country, had sent the things as presents, to
thank them for having taken the town; that they were sorry
Bundukah'bad got away, but as they had taken Bundukah's wife
and children and bis brother, they (the chiefs) did not wish tosee
‘them, but wiched to see their heads.”

Your lordship will observe that the child Boye, for whose
murder the prisoner has been execated, was of the family of Bun-
duksah, for this very witness says, ¢‘ the six children killed were
all family to Bunduksh.” XEven edmitting that the prisoner did
actually kill the child, he did it in obedience to the orders of
his lawful sovereigns, and had he disobeyed, his own head, in
all likelihood, would have paid the penalty; and I respectfully
submit that, under these circumstances, the manneér in which the
prisoner hss been dealt with cannot, in my opinion, be justified.

1t has farther been proved, that the party of which the prisoner
is said to bave been one, were engaged in what by them is re-
garded as legitimate warfare, and all the charges against the
prisoner were based ob acts said to have been committed by him

for which the prizoner could be executed under the sentence of a
British tribunal, I confess that I have not been able to sea.

.From collateral facts got out in the evidence, it wonld appear
that the Imperah people regarded Bundukah, the native chief of
Gondomah; as being as independent as their own chiefs, and there-
fore responsible for his own conduct. It was apparently under
this conviction that the Jwperah chiefs sent war to Gondomah,
a conviction arising from the fact, as the evidence diccloses, that
Bundukah exercised authority in that town. The town of Gon-
domah, though ceded to the British Government, was left, with
the sanction of the Government, it wonld seem, to the management
of the native chief who had exercised authority there before the
cession, There was' neither magistrate, mansager, nor even a
policeman stationed in it, and it also appeared ia evidence that
an old quarrel existed between Bundukah, Chief of Gondomah,
and the King and chiefs of the Imperah Couuntry, and which no
doubt led to the sad conflict for which the prisoner has been held
responsible to the extent of the forfeiture of his life. . -

My lord, I respectfully submit that countries ceded to the
Crown should not, after being accepted, be left to the native chiefs
who governed them before. There is a tendency in thess chiefs
who identify themselves with British power to becoms insolent
to the surrounding independent chiefs, and to take advantage of
their connection with Her Msjesty’s Government to insalt with
impunity others who have formed no such association.. What
wonder, then, if these chiefs, to whom the indignity is offered,
should resent it upon the offendera by levying war upon them.

To show your lordship that the above remarks are boroe out
by evidence, I beg to gquote some parts of the statemerts made on
the subject by witnesses, and first, Yandi Bundoo, who was one
of the war party. He says: ‘I lived in the Imperah Country;
the town 1 lived in is not very far from Gondomsh. Beah
Boow sent me to captare Gondomah. Beah Boom is a kiog in
the Imperah Country, and sent me to carry war. There were a
great many of us sent. All the war party came from the
Impersh Country. The prisoner Whobay was the chief leader
in the war. I know Whobay; he is not a chief, but his father
is & chief at Gangamsah in the Imperah Copntry. Whobay’s
father and the rest of the chiefs sent us to the 'war. The resson
why we make war on Bunduksh, Chief of Gondomsh, was, that
an old quarrel existed-between the chiefs who sent us and
Bunduksb. Beah Boom, Ksh Hoegi and other chiefs sent us to
make war.” )

Thus it will be seen, my lord, that this witness was of the
war parly, who tells us there was a war which aross out of an
old quarrel, ‘which ought to have been known to and adjusted

by the Goverament. It is also clear that the prisoner was sent

whilst 50 engaged, and in what way these can amount to murder, -
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to this war by the lawful sovereigns to whom he owed obedience
as a loyal subject, and it is manifest, too, that Bundukah was the
recognised cbief of Gondomsh, at least %y the rulers of the Im-
berah Country

Again, Mr. Thomas Ashford Peters, a pative merchant of
Sierra Leone, and who has for years been engaged in carrying on
trade with the Sherbro, made the following statement when called
as a witness : * Bundukah, chief of Gondomah, governed that
town; there was no British local authority residing in the town
of Gondomah.”

Whether, under thess circumstances, the prisoner could have
been legally tried, condemned, and executed for the murders
alleged to have taken place at Gondomsh is, in my opinion, 8
question which should have been set at rest before the prisoner
was put upoa his trial; and although I made it a point at the
trial, no notice was taken of it by the Court, and it still remains
an unsettled question.

It must be brought under the notice of your lordship, too, that
the prisoner taboured under great disadvantages at his trial. The
offences with which he was charged were said to have been com-
mitted in British Sherbro, over one huundred miles from this
settlement, and he ought to bave been tried there. If this, how-
ever, was impracticable, then I submit that he was entitled to the
greatest amount of indulgence to make up for his disadvantageons
position. v

As soon &3 1 was assigned by the Conrt to defend the prisoner
I made an application to have the trial postponed, but the ap-
plication was refused. I made a second application, which met
a similar fate. A third application was also unsuecessful, and I
deem the affidavits used in support of and agaiost the last
application of so great fmportance, that I enclose them for your
lordship’s perusal, as they will, no doubt, lead to the Colonial-
office establishing a court at the Sherbro for the trial of offeaders
there, instéad of bringiog them to Freetown, at considerable
inconvenience and great expense to the colony. - Moreover, these
affidavits will shoi that.the murders said to have been com-
mitted by the prisoners were committed in a time of war.

While the case was saetuslly going on, and not till then, it
appeared in evidence that ose Conolly, a. witness, had made
certain depositions before. Captasin Walshe, the magistrate at
Sherbro, in March last, relative to the capture of Gondomab,
which wers never sent up to this court, and it further appeared
that these depositions were material, as they were likely to
throw additional light upon the matter. It farther transpired
that Captain Walshe and Dr. Davis, of the medical staff, were
at Gondomah on the 15th March, the day after. ths war party

- had left the place, and had seen and examined the dead bodies

of the two men  before referred to, namely, Babagoomsb, the
brother of Bundukah, and Babamckee, and yet neither of these
gentlemen were called to give evidence on so important a matter
by the Crown Prosecutor. .As soon as these things became
known to me, my lord, 1 took out subpeenas on the same day to
compe) the attendance of Captain Walshe and his clerk, and Dr.
Davis. These subpenas were delivered to the Sheriff, as the
practice is, for service. ' On the day following I inquired if the
subpenas had been forwarded for service, when I wes coolly
told by the Bheriff that they had not been sent because there
was no opportunity. After further delay the subpenas were
sent, but they have never been obeyed, although the messenger
who served them returned in sufficient time to allow of the
evidence of Captain Walshe and Dr. Davis being of use to the
prisoner, had these witnesses thought fit to attend. Thus the
prisoner was debarred from the benefit of evidence which might
have proved of the greatest value to him. ’
Again, my lord, as soon a3 I was assigned by the Chief Justice
a8 counsel to the prisoner, and he informed me that he was pot
at the war at all, I made application to the Court, as I have
alréady stated, to have the trial postponed ir order to procure
witnesses from the neighbourhood of the Sherbro to prove an
alidi. But the Court refused to entertain the application, urging
that the prizoner twas asked long before the sitting if he had any
witnesses, and that he said he had not. I camnot regard this as
any answer to an application made in so extraordinary a case as
this is. The prisoner knew unothing of British laws and customs
and was ignorant of our langusge, and, for aught that is known,
did not really understand the meaning of whazt was said to him.
I do not balieve, my lord, that it ever entered into his notion of
things that by showing he was somewhere else at the time of the
war his innocence would be established, and I submit that the
ends of justice were not obtained by refusivg the spplication
mmade in the prisoner's behalf. Had counsel been given to the
prisoner before he was asked if he had any witnesses every pre-
caution would have been taken to do away with the necessity of
applying to the Court for any indulgence, but no counsel was ap-
peinted until the prisoner was arraigned—namely, on the 23rd
of September last, and had plesded to the information, althongh
the prisoner had been committed to take his trisl since July last.

I submit that in a css6 of such manifest importance counsel
ought to have been assigned to the prisoner before. However, I
lost no time, after being so assigned, in takiog the proper steps for
the purposs of obtainining a postponement of the trial, for the
day after my assignment I gave notice, supported by an affidavit,
that the prisoner’s witnesses were away from the colony, and a
postponement of the trial was necessary to give him time for
secaring their attendance.

It may be incidentslly remarked here that while the prisoner
might not have been able to produce witnesses to eay he did not
commit the murders with which he was charged, he might have
been able to produce witnesses to show that from the 11th to the
15th March he was at a place other than Gondomah, whers the
murders are said to have been committed ; and this was just what
he was debarred from showing. The prisoner, as I bave said
before, had no witnesses who were present at his trial, for the
(s]imple reason that time was refused him to procure their atten-

ance. :

Since the execution of the prisoner, my lord, some particulars,
relative to Bundukeh, Chief of Gondomash, since dead, have come
to my knowledge, and as I can with safety rely on the integrity
of my informant, I do not hesitate to place beéfore your lordship
what has been made known to me.

The reason assigned for the Imperah people making war on
Gondomsh is that Gaptain Walshe, the Civil Commandant of the
Sherbro, had been assisting and encouraging the Bagroo people,
that is, the people of Gondomah, to fight egainst the Imperah
chiefs, This bears out.my statement, in a former part of this
letter, that native chiefs associated with the British Government
are prone to be mischievous, relying on support from the Go-
vernment. S

It has also come to my knowledge that after Gondomah had
been destroyed this Government indemnified Bundukah for the
loss he had sustained by the war, and furnished him with means
to fortify Gondomab after it had been rebuilt, and that Captain
Walshe placed at the disposal of Bundukah munitions of war,
whereby he was enabled to send two or three expeditions into
the Imperah Country, all which have proved a failure.

Now that Bundukah is dead it is to be hoped that peace will
be restored ; but from these facts, my lord, it will be seen how
important it was that Captain Walshe should have been produced
to give evidence at the trial of this case, for he seems to have
koown everything connected with the origin of the war, if what
I have heard be true, and I have no reason to doubt a single
word of the information. The following is copy of an official
rotice which has been posted up st the Sherbro:—

“ Public Notses. .
¢ The Commandant having received intelligence, which he
believes to be reliable, that an immediate attack is meditated by.
the Imperah chiefs and others upon the villages of Mamaiah,
Mosappe, and Bendoo, and  atso Maniah at Shebar, the inhabi-
tants of those places are requested to be warned thereof, aad to
adopt such measures for the preservation of their lives and pro-
peity as are warranted by the circamstances. )

¢ By command.

(Signed.) “J. W. THoRPE, .

S ¢ Clerk to Commandant.

«Bonthe, Sunday, November 6, 1870.” . .
Harving solicited attention to the entire case, I beg most re-
spectfully to withdraw, and leave the matter to your lordship to
give such directions relative to it as may seem to you necessary
and requisite. I .need bardly say, my lord, that other persons
who had been engaged in this war may be captured and
similarly dealt with, so that I think it all-important that this
case should be disposed of and set at rest by some definite deci-

sion, which decision will be a rule for future gaidance. .

In compliance with the direction contained in Barl Granville's
deapateh of the 26th February, 1869, I should, in the first in-
stance, have addressed myself to his Excellency Sir Arthur
Kennedy in this matter; but it was not long since 'that I iwas
compelled in two communications addressed to His Excellency,
dated respectively the 29th day of April and the 31st of May last,
to call attention to the conduct of Alr. Montagu in connection with
a recent case in the Supreme Court, in his capacity of Crown
Prosecator. In those communications I represented matter for
inquiry, and 'stated that Mr. Montagu was the ssme person re-
ferred to in a case reported in Moore’s Privy Council cases—viz.,
the Lieutenant-Governor of Van Diemsn's Land against Montagu
—but whilst the first was barely acknowledged by his Excellency,
who stated that he could mot interfere in the matfer, the last re-
mains to the present day without official notice in any way what-
ever. 1 state a fact, my lord, when I say that great dissatisfac-
tion and alarm is felt in this colony, on account of Mr. Montagu
being allowed to occupy the prominent and important position of
Crown Prosecutor, after the damaging charges which have been
established sgainst him in a petition, addressed to the Colonial-
office by the inhabitants of this cettlement, and which have &0
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seriously affected his character both as a man and as an officer of
the Crown.

TUnder these circamstances, therefore, I feel H_:\at my only course
les in appealing directly to the Colonial-office, in accordance with
the dictum of the Right Hon. the Eerl of Caroarvon : ¢ If any
colonist suffers from injustice, whatever may be his class, bis
condition, or his colonr, he has & right to redress at the hands of
tbe Colopiat Mipister in this country.” . .

1 cannot conclude this lettez, my lord, witbout informing you
that soon after the conviction of the prisoner Whobay, & large
sam of movey was psid to Damoh Moie, Sarah Thomas, Conolly,
and cven Bundoo, all wilnesses of the Crown.. I submit, my
lord, that in a community like this reward ehould not be given
to people of the class to which the sbove-named witnesses belong,
neither for loss of time nor any other cause, as it bas a tendency
to demoralite them, thereby doing. serious iojury to the admini-
stration of justice. And I thick, my lord, that this suggests
another argument in favour of a cizcuit court being established
at the Sherbro for the trial of offenders. To have rewarded
Sirsh Thomas with a pecuniary compensation after the evidence
she had given at the former trisl, by which' the prisoner at that
time vearly lost his life, is sometbing serious, and iz my humble
judgment tends to give encouragement to corruption and
depravity. Such a witness, looking oply to reward, will at any
time be willing and eatily induced to swear to anything, so that
with her both property and life itself would be unsafe, as has
beén too clearly proved in this very case.—I have the honour to
be, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant,

B Wx, Raisy,
Of the Toper Temple, Barrister-at-Law.

Arzivar oF tHE Eupkror Naroreoy 1¥ Exeraxn.—The
Emperor Napoleon, having been released from Wilhelmshoe,
arrived at Camden House, Chiselhurst {(where the Empress and
Prince Imperial have been residing since last September) at
4.30 ».x., on the 20th March.

Toxvos, March 21.—Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise
and the Marquis of Lorne were married this day at St. George’s
Chape), Windeor Castle. The service was performed by the
Bishop of London, and the bride was given away by Her Ma-.
jesty the Queen. - ‘

Tae Superepstoy or THE PIAVE TriDE 1IN A¥mica.—Sir
Boderick Murchizon writes as follows : #¢ I have received a long
letter from Sir Samuel Baker, dated Tewfi Keeya, on the White
Nile, N, lat. 9 26, dated the 6th of December, 1870. He an-
pounces that during his stay at that station he had entirely sup-
pressed the slave trade of the White Nile, and he trusts that
Rngland will appreciate the sincérity of purpose displayed by his
Highness the Khédive in thus purifyiog - the river from that
sbominable trade. The detsils which are given in this letter
will be 1aid before the Royal Geographical Society at their meet»
iog an the 27th inst. = After alluding to the melsncholy fate and
decease of Dr. Gedge, ard some sickness which cccurred in the
rainy season in camp, Sir Samuel adds, * Thank God, my wife
and T sre as well asif we were in Europe.) Sir Samuel’s next
letter will be from Gondokors, when all the flotilla are gathered
together and his steamer in action.”” .

Tre Birroox Post.—Messrs. Letts, Son, snd Co. have issued

a fac-simila of a private letter sent by balloon poét from Paris
during the seige. It will prove an interesting memesato of a
great historical event.”

Dr. Puser ox 188 Mixor Peormers—Mrosm, p. 298.—
Treatiog of Judsh wotshipping idols under the idea they could
confer weslth, he says: ¢ Yet herein wero the heathen more
religious than the Christian worldling. The heathen did offer
an ignorant sacrifice to they knew not what. Oar idolatry of
Masmmon, a3 being less abastract, is more evident self-worship,
a more visible ignoring, and so a more open dethrouement of
God—a worship of a material prosperity, of which we seem
ourselves to be the authors, and to which we habitually immolate
the souls of men—so habitually that we have ceased to be
conscious of it.”

OTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
PACKED by WALKER'S PATENT ROTATING
PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. Sogar Mills for
Splitting the Canme, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, and
every kind of Machins for Africa or Indis.
12, JAMES.STREET, CITY-ROAD, LONDON.

Afelean Gold Ornaments, Brooches, Barzlegs, Rings, Chains, &e,

R. W. R. TAYLOR begs to inform his numerous eustomers
and the public generally that from aud after the date
bereof he will be preparéd to execute all orders for Gold
Trinkets, &o., forwarded to him, provided slways that such
orders are accompanied with remittances. A moderate com-
mission of ‘ten per cent. will be charged, and none must expect
their orders to be executed unless sccompanied with a remit-
tancs -
Fort-street, opposite the Castle, Cape Coast.
December 22, 1870.

BRITISH AND AFRICAN
STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY,

i A EBS are respectfully informed that this Company now
despatch TWO STEAMERS MONTHLY to the WRST
COAST of A¥FRICA. )

2 X,

. The fine new Screw Steamers

BONNY . . . . . . LIBERIA
ROQUELLE . . . . . YoLTa
CONGO . . . LOANDA

Will SAIL TWICE MONTHLY between LIVERPOOL and
the following Ports on the West Coast of Africa (calling at
Mapema)—viz,, SIERRA - LEONE, MONKOVIA, CAPR
PALMAS, CAPE  COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, JELLAH
COFFEE, LAGOS, BENIN, BONNY, FERNANDO PO, and
OLD CALABAR. The days of Sailing from Liverpool are the
6th ‘and 18th of each month. S

For further information apply in London to Argxavpsz
Warxer, 8, Lesdenhall-street; in Qlasgow, to Tavror, Livesn-
Laxp, and Co., 24, Oswald-street; and in Liverpool to

ELDER, DEMPSTER, & CO., 2, Brunswick-street.

SYDENHAM HOU

MORNING AND BUSINESS SUITS .
TROUSER3 )

Price 1s., 4

of person. For & Coar:

SAMUEL

paid, or they will not be received.

BROTHERS, 50, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, ENGLAND.

SE, 500, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON

SAMUEL BROTHERS.

MERCHANT TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS,
Ou the System of Charging the Lowest Price possible for Ready Money.,
LONDON CLOTHING.— Perfection in Style and Fit is supplied by the aid of the new Self-measure
i Rules, a8 given below. . :
Daring twenty-five years their Clothing has been celetrated for sound economy, perfect fitting,
and the most gentlemanlike style. '
THE WORLD-FAMED SYDENHAM SUITS AT 59s.
Are maoufactured in suitable styles for all occasions, and inthe various substances of cloth for
ALL CLIMATES. .
423, to 84s,
143, to 20s. 5
STATE, EAW, AND CLERICAL ROBES SUPPLIED AT VERY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES.

THE NEW BOOK ON GENTLEMEN'S ATTIRE

Contains Forty-three E:(f‘raﬁngs to represent the Fashisnable Styles.
i ucted from & purchase (post-free). -~ :
Any garment can be supplied by sending the following measures : Give, IN INCHES, whole heizght
ard the breast, round the wal-t, from centre of back to the wrist ; for
length of sleeve, arm bent. For WaistooaT: Round breastand waist. For TrRoTszrs : Lengthont
‘_:ide seam from top to bottom, length inside seam from fork to bottom, roand the waist, round the seat”

PATTERNS AND LIST OF PRICES POST FREE.

& i| = BAMUEL BROTHERS ntee to supply, in every class, PERMANENT COLOURS, GENTLE- -
= N ¥ . MANLY%?YLB, SOUND WORKMANSHIP, and PERFECT FIT, @ :
N &5 Mesars. Samuel Brothers find it necesssry to state that the Postage of Letters must be Pre-

SYDENHAM

DREsS AND PrOMENADE SUiTs. 503, to 1143
TROUSERS. . . + . « &+ = 17s. £d. to 30s,

TROUSERS.

Pricted and Publisked for the Proprietor by Wirriax Joms Jraxsov, 121, Fleet-street, ia the City of Londsn. —Maecu €8, 1871.
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