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ANOTIIER PLUNDER OF UNFORTUNATE OAM’BI,~’S
REVENu’gs.

TO 7hE F, DIIOR OlP THE &FRICIN TI~E$.

Bathurst, Gamble, February 4, 1871.
Sir,--Some time ago (in the latter part of 1869) I called atten-

tion to the fact that I did not consider it proper or correct to
allow Mr. Evans, who was then Postmaster at this place, to be
receiving considerable sums of money from the public in ex-
change for Post.office orders, knowing’as I did st the time that
one of his securities was dead and not renewed, and also that the
other had ceased to be a merchant in the colony, and is no longer
resident here. I drew attention to the fact that the wife of this
Mr. Evans was trading for a produce which was and is largely
purchased for cash, and, without making any direct charge, I
called attention to the fact that some of this cash so received for
Post-off, co orders might be employed in trade, and that the result
might be a deficiency to the prejudice of the public. The fact
of the insufficiency of Mr. Evans s securities was, I am informed,
brought officially before the notice of Admiral Patsy during the
period he so unhappily maladminlstered the government of this
colony; but Mr. Evans was one of his proteg6s, and he pigeon-
holed the communication relative to this important matter. The
result was, Mr. Evans’s securities were not renewed, nor the
~uesticn of the position of the surv~ving one looked into. In
ay last the Postmaster dies, his affairs are found to be in a

mess, and the Post-office authorities in London find out at last
that he is a defaulter to the sam of 800L and more. Such being
the ca~, naturally one should suppose that this defieien oy would
be charged to Admiral .Patey. This, however, is not to be the
case, I hear; but, on the contrary, the deficiency ceused by the
gross neglect of Admiral Patey and other officials is to be charged
against the revenue of the Colsnial Government of the Gamble l
In fact, the unfortunate taxpayers have to make good the pecula-
tions of a dishonest official, whose honesty was.supposed to be
guaranteed by good andsolvent securities.
A poor humble individual, I ask the Colonial Minister, the

~!ght ItCh. Earl Kimberley, i~ /his riph~, is t~ fair ? I ask~Ir A. Kennedy, the Governor-in-Chief of the West African
Settldments, if he can, whilst Admiral Patsy is promoted to
another Colony, where he is in the receipt of a good income, allow
the Gamble to be mu]cted in this way, whilst the real author and
cause of the deficiency, Admiral Patsy, is allowed to escape with-
out being called upon to .make good the deficiency. Well may
"Gambia Creole" ask, as he did in his letter published in one of
your late papers, "Is ours a tame, hopeless fear, or a scorn of the
wrongs we bear?" X.Y.Z.

ACT FOR EXTENDING THE JURISDICTION OF THE
COURTS OF TttE ~VEST AFRICAN SETTLEMEN’ TS. ’

.d Bill intitu~ed an .del for .Friendly# ~hs Juri*dlcHo~ of the
Cour/~ of t~ l~s# African, Settlements to ur(afn Offences
committed ~ut of J~rer .I[aje~ty ~ .Dominion,.
Whereas the inhabitants of certain territories in Africa

adjoining Her Majesty’s settlements of Sierra Leone, Gambia,
Gold Coast, an6 Lagos, and the adjacent protectorates, not being
within the jurisdiction of any civilised government, and crimes
and outrages having been and being likely (unless restrained by
law) to be committed uithin such territories against British
subjects and 10ersons resident within any of the said setdements,
it is requisite to provide for the trial aud puuishment of such
crimes and outrages :
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent

Majesty, by end with the advice and consent of the’ Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par.
liament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows;
(that is to say,)
1. Crimes or offencea committed within twenty miles of the

boundary of any of the said settlements, or of any adjacen~
protectorate,, by pers. ns not subjects of any civilise~..l power
against ~nhsh subjects, or against persons resident within any
of the sa~d settlements, shall be cognizable in the Superior
Courts exercising criminal juri-~lietion within any of the said
~ttlcments, and shall be inquired of, tried, prosecuted, sad,
uIJon conviction, punished in such and the same manner as if the
crime or offence had been committed within auch settlements.
2. Any [eraon known or suspected to have committed a crime

or offence within the first section of this Act may be apprehended
and kept in custody in any of the said settlements in like manner
as if the said crime or offence had been committed within such
settlement.
N.B.--This Bill having passed the IIousa of Lords, was read

the second time in the House of Commons on the 2nd March,
1671.--En. A. T.

It is feared that Mr. M’krthur’s motion on West Africa cannot
be brought on in the House of Commons before Easter.

i
" SUM-MARY OF NEWS ON THE GOLD

January an~ Febrttarq.
At the Court of Civil and Criminal $ustito a man by the name

l of Fem~y, of Denkirra, wan found guilty of murder and sea-
l tensed to be executed on the 6th February. Itis sentence has,I however, been commuted by hie Excellency the Administrator.
I The Dutch inhabitants of Elmina (natives), acting under the
I influence of the Ashantee forces there, have protested against the
intended cession by the Dutch to the English. The King of
Ashanti has laid claim to Elmina, and it is reported has seat a
message to the Dutch governor, to say that rather than it should
fall into the hands of the English, he is willing to pay even more
than the latter Government has offered.
His Meje~ty the King of Ashanti haa broken off negotiations.

with the English Government relative to the exchange of
prisoners. He has succeeded in playing the fool with the Sea-
coast Government for six months, end without any assignable
cause, and abruptly broken off the negotiation. Mr. Davies, who
wan in charge of the prisoners, has returned to the Coast, and
Major :Brownwell is now at Yankumassie, which ia about fiRy-
five miles from the Praah. It is reported that the King of
Ashanti has been called to a~ist the Kiog of Eastern Wassaw,
Amakie, in placing him over the whole of the Wassaws, some say
even over the throne of Appelonia.
The courts have been continually open since the return of Mr.

Chalmers. He is without the ]east doubt the best judge we have
had since the days of Fitzpatrick, and he would adorn the bench
at Sierra Leone. He is painstaking and searching in his in.
quiries, and his judgments carry conviction with them. So has
gone through many of the old ca~s in court. That of the estate
of the late Joseph Smith, which has been hanging on for twelve
years, will be taken up ere this reaches you. The summons
which was made against the late J. M’Intyre has been amended
by order ofYndge Chalmers; it is now against the Hen. George
Blankson, e.~ignee of the late Mr. M’Intyre; Mr. Selby, co-
assignee with Blankson, and agent for Forster and Smith;-Mr.
Samuel Davies, assignee lately appointed by the unanimous voice
of the creditors to the estate.
It is our, painful duty to record the death of a gentleman who

hen been the means of introducing the Wesleyan Mi~ionary ou
the Gold Coast, and who~ memory ought to’he kept in record.
He was one of the most promising men of the Gold Coast, a
nell-taught artist, and one who had been a cred it to his country.
In his younger days, finding that business was the only means
for a .young man to’get on, he commenced with Messrs. Forster and
~mrth, then the most flourishing commercial hou~ on the Gold
Coast, and, after labouring for several years, his principal fell on
him, for what cause I do not know; but he became a ruined
man ; and although his estate paid seventeen shillings and six-
ponce in the pound,~ during the sixteen years ainco he was a
bankrnpt he never received his certificate from the hands of
3Ies~rs. Forste r and Smith. Brett (?), the agent of the firm, ran
away to the Brazils alter receiving the amount. It is likely that
his estatepa!d over twenty-five shillings in the pound. Of the
.co urarts tamily, this gentleman, William, who terminated
his existence lately, was the last (i.e., living) who suffered from
this wealthy firm, and it is well that he should now have closed
his ey..e~ He was the brother of Mrs. Mary Barnes end Mrs.
Joseph Smith.
There ia an official notice to the inhabitants of the Gold Coast

dated 30th January, informing the pub]/o that a school is held
daily at Cape Coast for the gratuitous instruction of their sons;
the head schoolmaster (a certificated master) is Mr. Pvtheas 
Williams. The school is held in Palm IIouse, lately’occupied
by the late Mrs. Moseley, for her school. It is the family house
of the late J~eph Smith, which has been most greedily and,
we believe, illegally kept out of their hands by the agents of
Messrs. Forster and Smith.
There seems to be soma little healthy signs in the social rela-

tionship of the young people on the Gold Coasts. We hear of a
good ma~y marriages being on the tapis. Three at least which
savour of sere e respectability will take place within the next four
months. ~N’ext month (March) is to come off that of Misa 0.
Bartels, granddaughter of Mrs. Mary Barnes and niece to Mrs.
Jo~ph Smith, with the agent of Me:~rs. Forster and Smith.
We have had at Cape Coast two new arrivals of European

ladies--Mrs. Finlason, a very ladylike, pleasant, and dignified
English lady, sad Mrs. Salmon, the wife of the collector of
customs, one of the mo~t affable and agreeable European ladies I
have ever met in Africa.
A report has gained ground hero that the French Govert meat

will shortly retire, for a time at least, from their Possessions at
A-~ini and Grand Ba~:% if they have not yet done so, without
giving up their claims to ~hem. They have heavily subddi~d,
or will do so, the King of ]~ingarba to protect the merchants and

w i,st rh; Le a ay.
" Th~ist~ - =-- - -~__e v=’¢omat which as tuppo~ed to have coma from the firm.

MAaca 23, 1871.]

:His Excellency the Admmutrator go~s to Aecra to orgau,se au
expedition, under the command of Captain Lees, Civil Com-
mandant, for the purpose of making a demonstrative promenade
through the Eastern Didrlet. Lieutenant Jackson, of the 2nd
West India Regbhent, Military Commandant at Acorn, will go
in command of about twenty of his men. Mr. Edmund Banner-
man will command thirty of his serfs.
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meats had cost this country considerable sums of money, that the

DU~CK AFRICAN SETTLE~IENTS.
Copy of letter of the Editor of the .4fdc~n Time, to F.afl

Oranville,’reeommendi~g the acquisition of the Dutch African
Settlements :~
.To t~ RisM 1Ton~urab~ f~ .Earl Granril~, ~.O., 1T~r .Majesty’#

Prin¢iTal Secretary of 8~1~ fir the Colonic*.
African Times Office, Loudon, 121, Fleet-street,

April 19, 1870.
My Lord,--I beg.leave to draw your lordship’a attention to

important and pressing matters connected with Her Majesty’s
Settlemeots on’the Gold Coast. Since the publication of the
report of the Committee of the House of Commons I have ro-
uarded the relinquishment by Great Britain of the settlement on
t’he Gold Coast aa only a matter of time. Although, both .on
national end Christian grounds, I dissent from the policy whtch
dictates such a measure, and believe it gresfly erroneous, still, as
I have no hope of seeing it reversed, I frankly adopt it. Devoted
to the cau~ of African material development as the monna
toward higher and nobler ulterior results, I am moat enxioua
that such rehnquishment shall not be made until the people shall
be fitted for self-government; and that all practical measures
~hall be ~idopted for hastening the period at which the desire
expressed by the Parliamentary Committee can be aecomplishe~,
under such circumstances that the progress of Christian civilisa-
riGa and mat~fisl development in the Gold Coast territories ahall
not be prejudiced, nor Eugland diahonoured by the act. Now
Eoglsnd never can leave her settlements ou the Gold Coast while
the Netherlands retains hers. it would be an eel leading
inevitably to such horrible results as to call down upon England
the just reprobation of the whole civilised world. The feelings
with which the Dutch ere regarded everywhere, except within
~_Jmina and one or two other small towns, and the intimate
alliance between the Dutch and Ashantees, would render any
better class of results impossible. The Dutch have been a curse
to the Gold Coast, and the good intentions of Her Majesty’s
Government toward it mutt continually be frustrated while they
remain there. Acting on this conviction, which was justified by
then passing events, I urged, long before the sitting of the said
Parliamentary committee, that Her Majesty. ’sGoverument should
buy out the Dutch. The Dutch did not then levy any duties,
consequently had no revenue, and their occupation entailed a
dead loss of about 12,000L a.ycar, greatly to the displeasure’of
many members of the Dutch legislature. The only recompense
of the Dutch was in their power of obtaining 300 or 400 Slaves
yearly from their Ashantee allies, under the name of volunteers,
to reinforce their troops in Java. :But this might have been
overcome had Her Majesty’s Government seriously endcavoured
to overcome it. (hrcumstances have~dncechaaged. The African
recruits ton Java are, I believe, no longer deemed to be indis-
pensable; but under the Exchange of Territories Treaty between
Great Britain and the Netherlands the Dutoh are now levying
duties, which last year are estimated to bare yielded 6,0001, and
would have iielded B0,000/., could the treaty have been peace.
fully carried out. Owing, however, to faults inherent to the
Treaty itself, and farther to the wrovg and inj~diciooa measures
adopted in the exchange, n state of hostility has reaulted between
the Dutch authorities and the Fantee tribes, which has been
aggravated and irremediably envenomed by the atrecities com-
mitted by the Ashantees acting in alliance with the Dutch, and
thus fully justifying the fears, suspieionh and determination of
the Fantesa as regards the supposed rigbh conferred on the
Dutch under the said treaty; so that while the Dutch have
only obtained some 6,O00L revenue, the measures they have been
compelhd to adopt to maintain their position on the coast have
probably c~t 60,000/.; and this only to increase their future
difficulties there.
finder the~e circumstances I think your lordship will excuse

my auggestiog that the time has come at which, by judicious
diplomatic effort~ the Netherlands Government’might be
induced toeede to that of tier Majesty the whole of their settle.
manta on the Gold Coast, and thus facilitate Her ~dajesty’a
Governmeut iu the adoption and carrying out of measures that
may enable them, at no very remote period, to give up the
settlem~uts to native goveroment, ahou/d such a Policy be per-
sisted in.
It was, I think, n oder~tcod that the difficulty in the way of

Her Majesty’s Oovernment as regards purchase, at the period
before ~lluded to, existed iu the fact that the Gold Coast Settle.

revenue raised by customs duties was very small aud insufficient
to meet the expenses of the local British authorities, an4 the
belief that it would be a vain effort to try to persuade the
House of Commons that it would be Posfibh to raise by custom
duties a aufllcieat auuual revenue to issura the repaymeut to
Great Britain of the mousy that might be expended iu the
a~uisition of the territories held by the Dutch. it was in vain
that the frieods of Africa urged that such reveuues could and
would be raised. The national resouroes of those flue aud rich
countries were ea ignored or depreciated, that Her Majesty’s
Government could not be convinced on this esaeutial point.
Circumstances have now changed. Instead of inadequate
revenues, it is understood that there is nosy some 20.000L in the
Colouial chests of Cape Coast and Acorn ; and there is no longer
any room for doubt that were the entirecosst placed under British
authority by the withdrawal of the Dutch, a reveoue el 50,000L
or 60,000/. a-year could be obtained under the present seals of
duties, even with all the existing impedimeuta to internal traffic
caused by the non.existence of roads, &e., to be very con,Ade-
rably augmented by that introductiou of good internal means of
intercommunication and transport which it seems difficult to
believe Her Majesty’s Government can any longer defer.
Public political opinion seems to decide so strongly in favour of a

rapid withdrawal of this country from all the obligations ir~volved
by its oversea settlements, that I fear for the interests of material
progress, the Christian civili~tion iu the territories on tha GoId
Coast, aud for the honour and reputation of Great Britaio, lest
some hasty decision for the abandoumeut of our settlements there
~hould be forced upon Her Majesty’s Government, while the
Dutch, or some other foreign power to whom they may cede, shall
remain in possession. It is ou thin ground~and because no
possible loss can accrue to the :British Treasury from a purchase
of the Dutch 8ettlement~, if a cession to Her Mhjeaty cannot
be otherwise obtained, while great benefit would result to the
mercantile interests of this couutry and to the African people~
that I beg most earnestly to urge upon your lordship the
necessity of treating without delay with the Government of his
Majesty the King of the Netherlands for the cessiou to Wer
Ma’estv of the present Dutch Settlements ca tha Gold Coast ; so
the{ the whole coast may come under Y[er Majsaty’a rule, and
there may be a possibility of adopting such energetic measures
for interud improvement, orgaaisation, and security as are
essential for enabling War :~ajesty’a Government to deliver up
the whole, ere long, without reproach, to a native government,
as contemplated by the Committee of the ~ouse of Commons.~
I have the honour to be, my Lord, yours respectfully,

F. Fxrzo,~zn,
Editor of the African Ti.,te~.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
HOUSE OF COM2tIONS, ~ca 2, 1871.

The West African Settlements Bill was read a second time.
3Ltr.CH 9.

SIP-~BA ]LEONE.

Colonel :Beresford asked the Under.~eeretary for the Colonies
whether, in consequence of the Governor.Generalship of the
whole of the Western Coast of Africa having been conferred
upon the Governor of Sierra Leone, the latter colony had not
been taxed to the amount of 2,0001. per annum, for the mainten-
ance of a yacht for his Exeelleucy’a use.
Mr. Keatchbull-~ugesseu said that the hen. and gallant

gentleman was under a complete misapprehension aa to the
colouy of Sierra Leone having beau taxed to the amount of
2,000/. a-year for the msintenance of a yacht for the Governor’s
use. The fact was that the committee which sat on the subject
o[ the African Settlements in 1865 recommended, amor.g other
tbings, that those ~everal colonies should be brought under one
head--Governor at Sierra Leone. That recommendation was
adopted, and was part of an economical arraogemcnt which
canaled the Government to withdraw troops from those settle-
ment~, and save expense in other ways. :But inasmuch asit was
thought fight in carrying out that arrangement that steam
communication, not at the expense cf the colonies, but of tha
Imperial Exchequer, should be provided, a charge.of 5,000/. for
that purpos~ had appeared on the Estimates ever atone.

M~ac~r 14.
’I’HR WEST INnIItN, ClPE M’0uNrED, AND CL’~’ADI~.~q IL.r~L~ RLt’Gr~R2f’l~.
Mr. Dense asked whether the officer* of the recently disbanded

West Indian, Cape Mounted, and Ro~al Cauadiaa Rifle
Regiments, compulsorily placed on half.pay, and who might be
desirous of retiring from the service, would receive the over-
regulation sums current iu their late regiments, and which they
would hare obtained had their regiments not beeu disbanded.
Sir H. Storks : In the unavoidable ab~anca of the 8ecretery of

,8tats for War, I will, with the parmh~ioa of the House, answer
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the question that’has been just put. Tbe over-regulation pri~
is given by the Bill to those officers who would receive it if thd
:Bill had not passed.Every ease will be decided by the Corn
mi~ioners.

MARCH 21.
WEST &l~KICa s~Tr/.xlIENI’S BILL.

This Bill passed through Committee.

DUTCH SETTLEMENTS ON THE GOLD COAST.
k communication from the Hague, in the In~pendenes o|

Brussels, ~ys : "The treaty for ceding the coast of Guinea to
Great Britain has just been signed. The Minister of the Interior
has announced that it will shortly be anbmitted to the Legis.
lature for approval. Dutch vessels will retain all the advantages
they now enjoy, k part of the press, headed by the .A~euws
Rot&rdamsrhs ~urant, energetically opposes the transaction as a
violation of the principle that the integrity of the soil and the
national possessions should be preserved. Pears are entertained
that, after having given up Guinea as unproductive, the Govern-
n~ent may, far the same motive, get rid of the West Indies and a
1 art of the colonies in the East, which cost more than they pro-
duce. As opinions are much divided, both in the press and
.among the deputies, the ultimate f~te of the treaty is still uucer-
tats."

COMPANY OF AFRICAN MERCHANTS.
The Company of African Merehauts, Limited, held their annual

meeting at the Cannon-street Hotel, on Saturday last, March 18
1871. There was u verymamerous attendance of shareholders
representing more than three-fourths of the share capital.
The Chairman explained that the African trade had been in a

most unsatisfactory condition during the past year--the extreme
competition on the coast had caused an advance of prices there
which had resuhed in heavy losses to importers.
The meeti,,;~ terminated with a nnanimons expression of

confidence iu tan directors.
m

THE COTTON CROP.
The abundance of the American cotton crop, as affecting the

price of African raw Gotten, is so important to many of our
r~aders, that we copy the following from the ~ornimj Adrsrllser:
" At a time when most of the necessaries of life are so dear as
at present, it is gratifying to be able to promi~ our readers a fair
prospect of a great reduction in the price of any staple com-
modity. If, however, we may judge from facts and-figures from
all parts of the world, cotton will soon be cheaper than at
any time since the outbreak of the Ameriesu war. Immensely
increa~d tracts have been brought under cultivation, and this
year they have all turned out well. The American crop, now all
picked, will probably produce half a million more bales than last
year. The American commercial cotton year closes on the 30th
of August, and is reckoned from the let of September. The
total crop of 1870 reached 3,154,946 bales, b, ing half a million
more than in 1868-9; and that rate of inerea~ has been more
than exceeded this year. The yield now reported is the largest
ever picked since 1859-60 ; that is 3,669,770 bales.
Ncz~.--These bales are of 4 cwt. each and upward.--En..4. T.

AMMONIA--& CURE FOR SNAKE-BITES.
We have before inserted accounts of cures of snake-bites by the

injection of ammonia, hut as the discovery is so important for the
people of all tropical countries, we feel pleasure in inserting re-
newed proofs of the efficacy of this destroyer of snake-poison in
human veins. The following is from ihe l~¢lb>urns Aryan,
Australia :--
" S-’,’~x~-mrzs.--Two additional cases in Australia hare re-

cently come under notice illustrating the efficacy of Professor
Halford’s remedy for anake-bites. The first occurred on the Bass
River, on the let of November, at about one P.~., when a son of
Mr. Patrick Guin] [van, aged eleven years, was bitten just above the
ankle by a snake. The punctures of the two poilu fangs were
distinctly visible, with a little blood flowing from them. A liga-
ture was applied, and about halfa tumbhr of strong spirits given
in two doses. The symtoms increasing in severity, a piece of
skin was removed from over one of the most prominent veins at
the bend of the elbow, the point of the syringe carefully intro-
duced into the vein, and about ten minims of prepared ammonia
injected. The "rehef was almost instsntancous. Some time after,
the foot being very painful below the ligature, this was removed,
and additional pohon entering the cireu/ation, the worst symptoms
of snake-poisoning returned--etc., total loss of power over the
legs, cold clammy skin, and almost imperceptible breathing, while
an occasional fluttering was all that could be felt of the pulse.
Ten more minims were injected into the same vein. In two
minutes the pulse could be again detected, a decided improvement
set in, and by seven o’clock in the evening the boy was well, and

=
laughing as heartily as any one could wish. The other ca~
occurred in TasmanLa, and was reported in the Zaumus/on
E~ominer of the 10th of November. A shepherd at Waterhoure
was severely bitten just below the knee by a large snake. All
the symptoms of suake-poi~oning set in, but the remedy was
applied, and the man speedily recovered. He described the sen.
setion cau.~l by the injection of the ammonia as that of an dec-
trio shock passing through his frame."

FROM THE "LONDON GAZETTE."
PoRzzox-o~cs, Matte ll.--The Queen has been pleased to

approve Mr. Colin Rosanbush as Consul at Sierra Leone for hh
Majesty the King of the Neth erlaeds, and Mr. 3"ames Jackson as
Consul in London for the Republic of Liberia.

PRENCK AND GERMAN PRELIMINARY TREATY.
As read in t~ ~Yal~nal -4ts~n~ly a~ Bordca~.

I. France renounces iu favour of the German Empire the
following rights : The fifth part of Lorraine, including tletz and
ThionviUe, and Alsa~ less Belfort.
2. France will pay the sum of five milliards of francs, of

which one milliard is to be paid in 1871, and the remaining four
milliards by instalments extending over three yearn.
3. The German troops will begin to evacuate the French

territory as seen as the Treaty is ratified. They will then
evacuate the interior of Paris and some Departments lying in the
Western region. The evacuation of the other Departments will
take place gradually after payment of the first milliard, and
propertionately to the payment of the other four milliards.
Interest at the rate of five per cont. per annum will be paid on

the amount remaining due from the date of the ratification of the
Treaty.
4. The German troops will not levy any requisitions ia the

Departmeuts occupied by them, but will be maintained at the cost
of France.
5. k delay will be granted to the inhabitants of the territories

annexed to choose between the two nationalities.
6. Prisoners of war will be immediately set at liberty.
7. Negotiations for a definitive Treaty of Peace will be opened

st Brussels after the ratification of the Treaty.
8. The administration of the Departments occupied by the

German troops will be intrusted to French officials, but under
the control of the chiefs of the German Corps of Occupation.
9. The present Treaty confers upon the Germans no fights

whatever in the portion of territories not occupied.
10. The Treaty will have to be ratified by the National Aa-

~embly of Prance.

D~r~ oe M~o~ BzacaA,.,,.--By misadventure we omitted in
our January and February numbers the death of Major Bl~ckall,
formerly Governor of Sierra Leone, and late Governor of Queens-
land, who died at Brisbane, Queensland, ou the 2ud of J’auuary,
1871.
Wzsr Co~sz oP Armc,u--Immediately after the Easter recess

the whole Governorship of the Coast is to be brought under the
notice of the House of Commons. Iu this movement Sir
John Gray, Mr. H. Sheridan, &c., will take an active part. The
movement has originated in consequeuce of soma judgments
delivered by Mr. Justice Huggin% and the legality of which has
been impeached by Mr. Rainy, the most distinguished advocate
upon the Coast.--.E¢k,o, March I.
Cozzox PR~s~zs, ax~ ornna Mscan~-z.<--It will be seen

in an advertisement that Messrs. Walker and Co., colonial
engineers, late of Cowper-street, have removed to new premise~
in :}’ames-street, City-road. It is their intention to keep their
Patent Rotating Presses, for packing cotton wo¢l and other fibres,
constantly in stock if possible. Other machines for use in Africa
and other colonies may also be obtained from them, either direct,
or through the P, ditor of the African Timo, 121, Fleet-street,
Londoo, E.C.
LAz~T N~’ws or De, Lrv~’osroxg.~By advicea to Sir

Rederiek Murehison from Dr. Kirk, at Zanzibar, dated December
8, 1870, a letter had just been received from the grea{; Arab
Sheik Said, of Uny-amyembe, dated 16 Ruben el Akbar, which,
being translated, is to this effect: "After compliments, your
honoured letter has reached, and your friend has understood it.
The people (that is, of a caravan sent from Zanzibar) arrived 
good health aud are going on to Ujiji to our friend the doctor.
The news of him is that he has not yet returned from ~animes
(?) (the Arabic word is spelt in three different ways), but 
expect him ~n, and probably be ,and the people with~upplies
will reach Ujiji at the same time. Dr. Kirk adds: At all
events, on his arrival at Ujiji, from hla western journey, be will
have goods for his present wa,,rs. The new gang of men with
fresh g~Ms has set out, and, the road being free, we may hope
they will reach quickly and safely."

EUROPEAN AFFA/RS.--STATE OF PARIS.
London, Maroh 20.

Fz.~c~.--ARer the dg~ature of the armistice and subsequent
preliminaries of pea~e_, the, Nationd Guard of what are called
the low or workmen s quarters of Paris took pesee~don of nu-
merous pieces of artillery and mltrailleuses--sbout 400 pieces, it
is sald--on the ground that these were their own property, and
had been pumha.sed by National Guard subscriptions during the
siege. These they placed in position at Montmartre and other
places during and after the short German oocupation of the
Champs Ely~es; and subsequently surrounded by trenches,
barricades, and 6ther preparations for resistance, if forcibly
attacked. The Government of the Hational Assembly had fixed
on tlonday, .~areh 20, for their their opening session at ger-
seilles, to which they removed from Bordeaux. The Government,
which had hitherto temporised with those possessors of the
artillery of the National Guard (who had elected a Central or
pederation Committee for the durance of the Republic, which
they believe, or rretenfl to believe, the Assembly and Govern-
meat intend to rob them of), determined on the 17th to put an
end to this state of things by taking forcible possession of the
cannon, &c. Proclamations were prepared and posted in Paris
calling upon all good citizens to aid in restoring and p re.servi’.ng
order. During the night of 17-18th Msroh troops of the nne
marched quietly upon Montmartra and took the forty pieces of
artillery in position there, together with ~ome 400 prisoners.
When this was known the National Guard heat to arms, the
troops fraterulsed with the National Guard, the cannon were
retaken, two of the French Generals made prisoners by the
National Guards (Leoomte and Thomas) were deliberately shot,
General Yinoy with the bulk of his troops retired to the left
bank of the Seine, the National Guard came down from Mont-
martre, Belleville, &c., and took pesse~sion of the extensive
Eugene Barracks, hoi~ting the red flag on the Place de la
Bastille, and finally installed themselves in the buildings of the
staff of the National Guard in the Place gendome, the very
centre and heart of Paris. All this has been done with shouts
of "Viva la Republique!" these people demanding that the
/qafional, Guard shall have commanders appointed by themselves,
as the riohtful guardians and defenders or" the Republic, and that
the preseut Assembly shall be dL~selved and another beelected
to sit in Paris. Meanwhile, on news of these events reaching
Berlin, the Emperor of Germany has sent orders to stop pro-
vidonally all further movements of troops that were being
executed, with a view to withdrawal from many of the oocupied
districts since the signature of the preliminaries of peace.
Srx~-..---The King and Queen arrived at ~edrid at 1 P.~. on

the 1Oth of March. They went first to the Atocha Church, and
then passed through the centre of the town. They were much
cheered by great crowds everywhere. The militia formed a line
along the whole route, which was decorated with triumphal
arches and flags. The weather was splendid.

[London, March 21.
Ps.~’cz.--Situation uneb anger. The National Guard p~ses~

the Hotel de Yille, and all Paris is in their hands. They
have ordered the election of the Communes on the 9~2nd, one
member for each 20,000 of the Paris people. General Vinoy, and
all the Begular Troops, some 40,000 strong, have retired upon
Versailles. The Government of the National ~saembly are, it is
reported, treating with the National Guard Committee at the
Hotd de Ville, who have ohtained possession of the Treasury
there, and the funds of the several mairies. :Barricades continue
to be raised, but the inhabitanta remain calm, and the omnibus
tr~e has been psrtiaUy resumed. The southern forts, Bicetre,
Venous, D’Issy, were occupied during last night by the National
Guard, and the trocps fraternised with them. The Fort of Merit-
rouge remained inaooesdble, thanlu to the officers, but the troops
refused obedience. The National Guard are eneamped around
the fort. The recent manifesto of the ~ayors and Deputies of
Paris was drawn up in consequence of ovcrturea made by them
to the Central Committee. Tha Committee is said to have agreed
to the measures suggested in the mauifesto, and hopes am
consequently cntertained that matters will return to aetata of
order if the Assembly adopts the proposal of the twelve deputies
of Paris. The Prussians harp stopped their movement home-
wards, and are said to be mas~ug forces at St. Dems. 8¢veral
meetings have been held by officers of the ~ational Guard to
protest egainst the deeidon of the Central Committee, which they
refuse to recognize. ~f. Vacherot, the Mayo¢ of the 5th Arron.
dissement, has given in his resignatiou, not being willing to re-
oognise the Central Committee. General Cremer is spsken of as
the probable commander of the ~Nationsl Guard. The bridge of
8evre~ is guarde~f hy cavalry and artillery, to prevent the National
Guard from m~rching upon_ Versailles. All the Foreign Ambas-
sadors have gone to Versailles. The shops stilt remaiu open, but
the tradespeople begin to show great discontent,

THE AFRICAN TIMES. 1~)1

 frk , imu.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY. PR[0E 5d., STAMPED.

You are earoe~fly requested to allow your name to be added to ths
listo| ~early subscribers. Price 5s. per aunum for each copy, payable
in advauce.

THURSDAY, MARC.11r 23, 1871.

GAMBIA AFFAIRS--DEFALCATIONS OF THE
LATE POSTMASTER.

THZ statement made in the letter of "X. Y. Z." is a
startling one. It is only lately that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, in his reply to a letter of Mr. Quirt and
Mr. Brown, accused the Gambia Settlement of being a
dependent on the Imperial exchequer in the extravagant
sum of one thousand pounds a.year. We then showed
that if it were so it was from Imperial choice and mi~
government, not from colonial necessity. We have from
time to time, since the Colonial.office attempt to cede the
Gambia to France, and the withdrawal of every eiga of
British protection save and except the British flag and
the official locusts who devour the income, shown the
necessity of economlsing the Gamble revenues so as to
meet the exigencies of the new order of things ; and that
every penny of those revenues was indlspen~bla for this
purpose. We have shown how extravagant and unueces-
sary much of the present official expenditure is, and how
the revenues may be made to su{fice for every necessary
requirement of administration aud protection. Nothing,
however, has been done by the Colonial-office, except to
place fresh burthens upon that revenue. A Mr. Pine has
been saddled upon it to the tune of 113/. 6s. 8d. a-year,
a ~r. Kneller to the further tune of 130/. a-year, and
now, according to "X. Y. Z.," the Imperial Post-office, in
the lump sum of 800/. and upwards, for deficiencies in the
aceounta of the late Postmaster at the Gambia, some sh0r~
time since deceased. Eight hundred and odd pounds!
Wc beg to assure the Colonial-office authorities that,
although some little gold-dust may be occasionally ob-
tained in the Gamble countries, there is not a Paetolus
running through its public chest, and making constant
auriferous depeslta to meet the demauda of Imperial
extravagance aud maladministration. The infliction of
this 800L expiation is outrageous. We do not doubt that
the money has been improperly appropriated by the late
Postmaster, and that the Imperial Post.office has been
thus plundered. But we contend that the Gamble
ought not to be called upon to make good the de-
ficiency. The ~1 Administrator, the Admlnistrater-
in.Chief, the Colonial-office authorities in Englaud,
were all admonished in our columns that it was
qu~te probabl~ such defalcations might be going on,
an~l that the eecurities originally given by the Postmaster
were no longer valid. We know that all these high and
mighty authorities profess a supreme contempt for an in-
dependent pubiio press, and scorn to be instructed by it.
We have no objecti0nto this--the loss is theirs, not ours;
but there is this one among ether inevitable results of that
centemp~; and scorn that we do object to, and that is,
when we have distinctly pointed out au error or abuse
which, if not properly corrected, may lead to a pecuniary
loss, that they should charge this loss upon the miserable
revenues of an already too much plundered colony, instead
of paying it themselves. We will not say who ought to
be made to pay it, whether Local Administrator, Chief Ad-
ministrater, or Downing-street ; but we do say that, nnder
the circumstances, after the warning they had received ia
this journal, it is most infamously unjust that the Gamble
chest should be again plundered to discharge the Imperial
Post-offlce’s claim. None of the dignitari~ to whom we
have alluded could maintain a valid plea of ignorauce.
The African Times is filed at the Colonial-office; it is read,
deny it as they may, by all the otBciah on the West
Coast, ~and if they didnot see that there was likely to be
a deficlenoy in the Oatiibia Posbo~0e accounts they ought
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to have seen it. We hope these facts will be brought
before the House of Commons when Mr. McArthur calls
attention to the state of affsi/s on the West Coast. But
there is even more as regards Admiral Patey, who was
then (when we published the warning)Administrator 

¯ the Oambla. Our correspondent "X. Y. Z.," whoso
position there is such as to give us ample reason to rely
unpllcitly on his statement, says, in his letter, that
"the fact of the insufficiency of :Mr. Evaus’a securi.
ties was brought oi~cially before Admiral Pater."
but that "Mr. Evans, being one of his Frot~g~,
he pigeon.holed the communication." We do not regard
this as exonemtlng either the Admlnlstrator.in.Chlef or
the Colonial-off]co; but it certainly fixes the greater and
a most just responsibility on Admiral Patey; and we
further hope that the injustice of mulcting the poor colony
in thls sum, and the justice of exacting it from the now
Governor of St. Helena, will be insisted on in the House
of Commons. It should be distinctly berne in mind that
the Gambla is not receiving any pecuniary favour what-
ever from the Imperial Government or Exchequer. By a
note in our last issue, p. 87, we stated that in consequence
of the remonstrances of Mr. Brown and Mr. Quin, upon
the defenceless state in which the Oambia had been left
since the removal 0f the troops in May 1870, one of the
gunboats employed on the West Coast station had made a
hasty trip up the river. But we did not then state, what we
now feel celled upon to do, that this trip was made at the
expense of the Gambia chest. So it was ; the authorities
were told that if the gunboat was sent up the river, the
~ettlement must t~og for ti~e coal that might be co~uumed
during th~ trip, and the settlement did pay for it accord.
ingly. These are therefore additional grounds for demand-
ing that it shall not be celled upon t9 make good Mr.
Evans’a deficiency. It willingly paid the coal bill of Her

iMajesty’s gunboat, as the hire for the seemin_~ evidence ofml~rlal protection afforded by its fleeting appearance up
the Gambia river--hut it prc~tests through us, and that
vehemently, against the exaction of that 8001. which ought
to be paid by Admiral Patey or the parties we have
_named; and which, in the event of disturbances among
the natives up the river affecting the security of the
People of Bathurst, it might be a matter of life or death
to the colony to have in hand for payment of another
Imperial coal bill.

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S YACHT.
Ws can imagine something of the feelings of surprise
with which our Sierra Leone friends wiJt read the reply
given to Lieut.-Colonel Beresford in the House of Com.
mona on the 9th inst. by the Under-Secretary of State for
the Colonies. Colonel Beresford modestly asked whether
it was true that the Governor-General’s steam yacht cost
the Sierra Leone Settlements some 2,000l. per annum.
"Oh, dear, no," replied the Under-Secretary, "the yacht
Costs 5,0001., and you will see by the annual estlmate.~ that
this, which insures real economy in West Coast admini-
stration, is paid by the Imperial Government." This
looseness of statement by an official personage is, to say
the least of it, disgraceful. The Under-Secretary, Mr.
.Knatchbull-Hugessen, is so new to the office he now
holds: that we have no reason to suppese he had any per-
sonal knowledge of the matter respecting which l~e was
called upon for an official reply, and we have not there-
fore to accuse him of wilful zn’isrepresentation. But, as
there must be blame somewhere, it must necessarily rest
with those who inspired his ofSeial reply~viz., one or
other of the Permanent Under-Secretaries at the Colonial-
omce, who must or ought to have known that the sums
charged under that head in the Imperial estimates are for
the cost of purchase or construction of the successive
yachts supplied for the use of the Governor-General, and
not for the annual expenses of the yacht, which figure for
5,000l. in the Sierra leone estimates for the present year,
as published in our December number. These yachts
have, we believe, cost some 2~,000/. to the Imperial ex-
chequer, a shameful waste of publie money, when it is
considered that there are now five fine passenger steamers
down, and five up the Coast every month~that is, a

steamer every sixth day. Some 20{)I. a-year for passage-
meney by these fine steamers, with an occasional passalre
in one of the steamers of the West Coast Naval 8qusdron,
would amply suf~ce for all the visitations the Governor-
General ever has had to make, or ever will make to the
other settlements placed so unwisely under this centralised
administration at Sierra I.~one ; and hero we have some
22,000/. paid by theImperial exchequer, and 5,0~}01. a-year
to be filched from the revenues of S~erra Leone for a
yacht. In our December number we protested against
bo. th these items of expenditure---against the 22,000l. as
altogether unnecessary and only calculated to bring fresh
odium upon the unfortunate West Coast Settlements, in
these days of retrenchment of colonial expenses charge-
able on the Imperial revenue; and against the 5,000L
a-year as a shameful exaction from the people of Sierra
Leone, who want every farthing of their revenues for
necessary improvements and expenses, instead of their
being wasted as at present on objects useless or injurious
to them. We have been so accustomed to official mis-
representation in renlles to disaoreeable ,,uestions in the

¯ ~ ~ "IHouse of Commons that we were net surprised at Ml.
Knatchbull-Hugessen’s statement, but we did not lose any
time in placing Colonel Beresford in Possession of the re~|
facts, even a meagre instalment of which he had failed to
elicit from the ill-informed Parliamentary Under-Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies.

THE E, XTENDED JURISDICTION BILL.

yE publish (page 98) "An Act for Extending the Juris-
[ction of the Courts of the West Afrlesn Settlements to
Certain Offences Committed Out of Her Majesty’s Do-
minions." The provisions of this Bill have no doub~
originated in some of the objections urged by us to the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Sierra I~ne in ~he
case of Whohay. Whobay, it wiLl be rein embered, hacI
been acquitted by the jury on hh first trial in May, 1870,
for the alleged murder of Patience Peters, presumably on
the ground of uncertanty as to whether the alleged crime
was commltted within or beyond the imagined boundary
line of British territory. This new Act of 34th Victoria
will undoubtedly establish the jurisdi6tion of the Supreme
Courts in any future and similar case as regards that par-
tieular Point. It cannot, however, legalise any illegality
in the past, and therefore~ leaves untouched the grave
charges brought by us against the Executive authorities
and the judges of the Supreme Court in the attempt to
procure a verdict of guilty against Whohav, and to hang
him for the alleged murder of Patience Peters; and in
the subsequent trial and conviction of the same Whobay,
and his execution for the alhg~d murder of the child
Beye. This Act is a Parliamentary condemnation of th~
Executive of Sierra Leone for endeavouring to procure a
conviction of Whobay in the case of Patience Peters--a
Parliamentary condemnation of the judges of the Supreme
Court who allowed such a trial to pro~and a Par-
liamentary justification of the maligned jury who acquitted
him ; because if tha :Executive and the judges were right
in. the May trial, this Act would not have been re-
qmr~. we do not say that in presenting this Bill to
Parliament for its eauction the Oolonial-office intended it
to become such a Parliamentary ceudemnation and justifi-
cation. Quite the reverse. We have in our mind the
subsequent offieial publication in Sierra Leone of a certain
Ae.t of Parliament which had been for years in force, and
whlch Mr. Justice Huggins had violated in the barbarous
criminal sentences tossed by him admitted I.. ~^ Q^~
tar ~ ~ -- "~" " ~ ’ ,,j ,us ,.,~,~-yot ~tate to be illegal. This was an attemnt to iustifv
J..d.ge Huggins by an ~xecutlve insinuation th~at t~o ~’~o:
ws~on.s of such Act haft not previously been undersoldas o eroS m. :orce m ~lerra Leone, which was altogether
~alse~ 1.11 the same way. wepresume the present ~pastfacto
~eg~smuon ~s imendea by insinuation to justify the Execu-
tive and judges of Sierra Leone, whom, in our opinion, it
so emphatically condemns. But whatever it may effect
as regards the trial of Whobey for the alleged murder of
Patience Peters beyond the imagined boundary line of
British territory, it cannot have any reference to the trial,
condemnahon, and execution of the same Yirhobay for’~

ZIxRCH 23, 1871.]

the alleged murder of the Child Boye. This offence, if a
cognissblo offence, was committed within British territory;
but if committed, and whether by Whobay or some other,
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it was committed by a war party despatched and com-
missioned to make war by a competent and independent
native chief, ruling and governing in independent native
territory, who commanded the obedience of this Whobay
and his armed associates; committed by him or them or
some other of them, in pursuance of the war mandate they
had received from their native sovereign to whom they
owed allegiance and obedience. This new Act of Parlia-
ment to which we now ~’efer, leaves this very sorloua point
untouched, and we therefore need not further allude to it
here. There is one observation, however, which we feel
bound to make, and which must call in question the
prudence of such legislation as is begun by this Bill.
Until the commencement of the new economical system of
Imperial protection in the West African settlements, such
legislation was nnnecessary. When the settlements bad
within them, or near them, and at thelr disposal, means
of Imperial coercion such as ships and soldiers, the
_~overner of a settlement could demand and obtain revara-
t’~on for offences against British subjects and othe~-s in
native territories such as are contemplated in this Bill.
The Imperial Government now denies to the settlements
all such means of Imperial coercion, and contemplates, by
le~slation such as in this Bill, the inspiring awe among
the barbarous and warlike independent tribes within the
extended limits of twenty miles from the real or imagined
boundary lines of these British setthmenta, by the terror of
its ermined judges sitting in its Supreme Courts, and a
few yards of rope supplied by its High Sheriffs, with which
tohang alleged offenders. Now we say that no such awe
will be produced by prosecutions and punishments under
this or any similar enactment ; that the supposed protec-
tion it will give to native British traders and others
throughout those twenty miles of territory will prove to be
fallacious and illusory; and that the only results likely to
follow from a number of captures, proseeutions, convictions,
and capital punishments under such law, will be a series of
exterminating wars between the settlements and the inde-
pendent native tribes around them, arising out of reprisals
which these independent tribes will not fail to make upon
settlements unprotected by any adequate armed force, and
yet constantly provoking irritation by the seizure and
punishment nf members of these tribes. We take this to
be a common.sense view of the matter--and if it be a true
one, it would bob Otter to refrain from legislation so ex-
tremely hazardous.

THE LATE FRENCH AND GERMAN WAR.
Iv is indeed with joy that we write the late French and
German war. After several days’ discussion with Count
Bismarck, ZIM. Thiers and Favre (with their Council of
fifteen deputies of the Assembly)accepted the German
terms with some slight/nodifleations, and signed the pro-
visional treaty of peace, with which they left immediately
for Bordeaux, to obtain the mtifleation of the Assembly.
According to stipulations S0,000 Germans, entering by the
Am de l’Etoile (the triumphal arch erected to commemo-
rate all the glories of France, among which figure pro-
minently victories obtained in Germany), occupied all that
quarter of Paris extending from the Arch to the Louvre,
ineludlng the Place do Caroussel, &e. This occupation[
was to continue until the treaty should be ratified by the[
Assembly at Bordeaux, which wisely lost no time inI
deliberation over what could not be changed, amended, orI
evaded, but accepted it without delay by a vote of 546 tel
107. A special messenger was despatched to Paris with it
immediately, and, the ratifications beio~r exchanged, the~

Prussian occupation of the portion of Paris before men-
tioned, which commenced on the let March, terminated
by their march eut en the morning of the 3rd, with
deafening German cheers as they passed from the Champs
Eiys~es under the Triumphal Arch into the Bob de Bou-
logne. During this parhal occupation, the French troops
kept by arrangement the opl:~ite side of the boundary
line agreed upon, so that all cell!alert ~t.tween. the Ger-
mans and the Paris mob was avoided. We g~vo m an-

other column the text of the treaty. The conditions im-
posed by the German Emperor are hard indeed. A strip
of territory along the whole German-French frontier from
Switzerland to Luxembourg, in one part nearly 150 miles
broad, and containing in a]l a population of nearly two
million souls, with all the great frontier fortre.sse~, in-
cluding Metz, is a very serious territorial los~; while
200 millions sterling st’ipulat~l in the treatyto be paid
by France to the German Federal Government a’ith
intere~l until paid is a ~rievous pecuniary one. It is
calculated that, adding their own expenses to the sum
they have thus to pay to Germany, the French money
loss by thewar w~ll not amount to less than from 350 to
400 millions of l:ounds sterling, or nine to ten milliards of
francs. It is to be hoped that this heavy amen&, coupled
with the humiliating loss of so much important territory
and so large a population, will give a new and less fasci-
nating aspect to war in the eyes of the French nation.
Should this prove to be the case, their present loss and
humiliation will not be an unmitigated misfortune. At
present, however, the French thought is all of vengeance
and recovery~to inflict a future punishment on Germany.
beyond what they have themselves had to suffer. It will
be seen by the treaty that the Germans are to hold s not
inconsiderable portion of France, in addition to what they
have annexed, as security until the whole of the ~300
millions sterling have been paid. It is expected that the
German armies will withdraw from the Paris forts and
other positions and retire within the limits alluded to
before the end of March; they will, indeed, probablyhave
so done before this month’s number of the Alkican Times
goes to press, as we are now writing immediately after the
ev- ca nation of Paris. We limit our expressions at this
time to congratulations on the termination of the late
dreadful war, which, since July 19, 1870, has oversha-
dowed Europe, and disturbed and afflicted the minds of
the whole civilised world. The momentous changes
effected by .this war in the-relative positions of ~e
European Powers generally is too largo a subjec~ re oe
handled here, and must be reserved for a future occasion,
when we may also discuss the question as to the justice or
advisability on the part of Germany in exacting so heavy
a reparation from a vanquished enemy.

PETITION OF W. RAINY, ESQ., TO THE RIGHT
ItON. THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE
COLONIES.

Nomczs having been given in the .House of.commons for
bringing the affairs of the West African Settlements unaer
the notice of the House, we have deemed it indtspensaOie
in the interests of those settlements to publish in our pre.
sent number the petition of Mr. Rainy to the Colonial-
office authorities here, especially referi’ng to the case of
Whobay. It is true that mucl~ of what appears in this
petition has already had a place in our columns when we
reported the leading facts of the trials of Whohay. But
members of the Imperial Parliament cannot be expected
to have made themselves so fully acquainted with this most
important case as to have mastered all its atrocious de-
tails; and this petition places them in a shape which
gives them lueidlty, and makes them easy to referto.
We feel greatly indebted to Mr. Rainy for this new eflbrt
to establish the reign of pure justice "in the Courts on the
SVest Coast; and we again urge the people of Sierra
Leone to second his noble efforts on their behalf, by the
immediate preparation and despatch of such petitiom as
we have before advised them to send to England, with a
view of obtaining their emancipation from the reign of
terror they are exposed to, while the present inordinate
powers of their executive continue to be in force.

SALE OF ELMINA TO GREAT BRITAIN.
E~zwHzaz we publish a letter addressed by us to Earl
Granville early in 1870, urging the acquisition of the
Dutch pos.~ssions on the coast of Guinea--possesslons
worthless, burthensome, aud compromising for the Nether-
lands, but valuable to Great Britain, as enabling her to
hasten the period at which she may be able to transfer

i!
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the whole of the Gold Coast countries to native rule. "We
also publish an extract from a Brus_~els paper alluding to
the signature of the treaty of cession which has taken
place at the Hague. The doubts therein expressed as to
the Dutch Parliament sanctioning the treaty are, we
believe, altogether groundle~, because the Government of
his Majesty the King of the Netherlands must be aware
that a rejection of the treaty by them would be the signal
for a renewal of hostilities b~" the Fantee tribes, who have,
in the instinct of self-preservation, decided that it is of
vital importance to them that an end should be put to all
Ashantee pretensions on the sea-coast of Guinea. We
hope, therefore, that in our next we may be able to an-
nounce the ~nction of the treaty of cession to Great
Britain by the Dutch Chambers, and tbe final ratification
of the treaty, in virtue of which the British will be the
onl3 European flag floating in towns or fortresses on the
Gold Coast. All who may have assisted in bringin~ about
this result, for which we have been uninterru~ptedly
striving during the past ten years, will deserve, although
they will probably never obtain, the gratitude of the
whole Fantee people’ !

- !

PETITION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE :FOR THE
COLONIES IN THE MATI’ER OF WHOBAY, RE-
CENTLY EXECUTED AT SIERRA LEONE.

Tl~ RiyM Hen. t~e Earl of Kim~rhy, .K.G., 2Tar M’ajuty’s
2rt’ndpal Eeeretary of State for th~ Colonic*, ~’e.

Sierra Leone, December 6, 1870.
My Lerd,--The case of the Queen a~iast Whobay, who was

the son of an independent native chief, for the alleged murder of
a child called Boye, at Gondomah, a town said to form a portion
of British Sherbro, and ceded among other territories to Her
Majesty in 1862, which has just been decided in the Supreme
Court of this settlement by the eouvicti0u of the prisoner and his
subsequent execution, is of such vast importance, that I feel it my
duty as the coun~l assigned bythe Court to defend the prisoner,
to bring it under the notice of your lordship.
It is well’kuown, my lord, that I am a great advocate for trial

by jury, and it is for the purpose of placing before you facts
which will show that the verdict which the jury gave, when this
same prisoner was tried in May last, for the alleged murder of One
Patience Peters, was a just and reasonable one, although that
verdict was at the time impeached by certain officials in the
colony, and po~ibly may have been misrepresented to the Colonial-
office, that I take the unusual course of entering into the entire
ease. I may further excuse myself on the ground that the case
re2atlve to Patience Peters was introduced into that relative to
Boye by Mr. Algernon Montagu, the Crown Prosecutor, and that
the two eases are so closely interwoven that it ia impossible to
deal with the one without reference to the other. There are
besides many points of international law involved, which in my
humble judgment require to be at once considered and settled.
In May last, this vary prisoner was put upon his trial for the

alleged murder of Patience Peters, as already etated, and, accord-
ing to the facts which came out in the evidence, it appeared that
the vrL~oner was one of a war Party that captured Gondomah on
:Friday, the llth of March last, and that this party remained in
possession of the town until Monday, the 14th of the same month,
when they evacuated the place, taking with them the prisohers
whom they had captured, and among them Patience Peters, whom
the prisoner is alleged to have murdered.
The only ~ditness called to prove the alleged murder was One

Sarah Thomas, who had been captured by the war party, but had
subsequently been released. She stated on oath that the town
of Gondomah was taken at about seven o’clock nn Friday morning,
the llth day of March last; that the war party remained in the
town till the following ~Ionday, the 14th, when they evacuated
the place, taking along with them their prisoners; that they
crossed the river which this witness seems to have regarded as
one of the boundaries between the British and native territories,
and after getting to a war-fence or country fortification, far away
from the river in the bush, which she stated positively was not in
British territory, the prisoner put Patience Peters to death.
There were other witnesses called, among whom was Captain

Walshe, the Civil Commandant at Sherbre, and it is remarkable,
as will subsequently appear, that although he was at Oondbmah
the day after the war Party had left the place, and must have
known semelhing about Patience Petera’a death, he yet said
nothing about it, but only stated that, from the description given
~y.Sarah Thomas, he concluded that the murder took pl~.o in
.nritish territory.
At the time, my lord, the evidence of the witness SarahThomas

seemed so clear and explicit on the subject of the alleged murder,

that I felt convinced I had only one chance of extricating the
prisoner from the char~, more especisliy as the Court did not
secrete attsoh any importance to a question I ~ugg~ted during
the progres~ of the trial~namely, whether the prisoner, being the
subject of an independent chief ned sent by him to make war on
Gondomah, could be tried and condctM of murder for putting one
of the prisoners taken in such war to death, such au act being, in
fact, an act of war for which the chief who caused the war might
be made liable to have war made on himself, but for which no one
could be made amenable in our criminal courts. As the question
was made light of, I saw that my only hope rested in the quest(ou
as to whether the phco where the death wM alleged to have taken
place was in the territory of the natives or in British territory~
which question I accordingly raised and argued as a legitimate
defence on the part of the prisoner. The Crown Prosecutor, Hr.
Algernon Montegu, lef; the defence on this point unanswered,
and the Chief Justice, in deliverinfogndhia charge to thej y,’ur dis-
tinctly told them that before they the prisoner gulity of the
alleged murder, they must be enticed in their own minds that it
was committed within British jurisdiction ; that it was a most un-
fortunate thing that the treaty had left the southern boundary of
the ceded territory, in the neighbourhood of which the murder Was
alleged tn have been committed, undefined ; that they could not
deal with the murder until they had settled the point ofjurisdie-
tion, and if it was found that the murder was committed out of
British territory, then thero wonld be an end of the matter, for in
that ease this Court could exercL~ no power over the prisoner;
that the same witness who proved the alleged murder also gave
evidence that it did not take place in the British district, and if
there was any doubt ia their minds, they were bound ta give the
benefit of it to the prisoner. With reference to Ca plain Walshe,
his honour advi.~ed the dismissal of his evidence altogether, on
account of his having no personal knowledge of the matter 0n
which he gave evidence, and being only guided by what he had
heard.
With this charge nf his honour the Chief Justice, and with the

evidence of Sarah Thomas that the alleged murder did not take
place in British jurisdiction, the jury very properly acquitted the
prisoner.
As soon as the trial was over, it was reported ia Frcotown, and

became matter of public couver~tion, that Mr. Algernon Montage,
the Crown Prosecutor, by the direction of his Excellency S~r A. E.
Kennedy, had demanded the names of the jurors who had given
the verdict in the matter. It was also said that the jury had
giveu.a most improper verdict, and that jury trial in criminal
cases would be abolished.
I need hardly say, my lord. that such a threat had a tendenoy

to intimidate tl~oso persons liable to serve on the jury, and to
interfere most seriously with the proper execution of their duty.
I do not behove that it is in the average of human nature, in even
the freest and most civilised parts of the globe, to preserve itself
under such influence from a disturbed judgment, a disturbed
judgment which may have a prejudieal effect upon the adminis-
tration of justice. It would, indeed, be better for the ends of
justice that trial by jury should bo abolished at once, than that
j aries should have continually menaces of this desexlption hanging
over them in terrorem.
To show the feeling which at the time prevailed against the

jury in certain quarte~ I bog to subjoin the following extract,
taken from a local paper here, and welt known to be the organ of
certain officials :~
"A very unpleasant sensation has been created in the settle-

meat by the verdict nf the jury in a ca~ tried in the Supreme
Court during the recent session. A man belonging’to a tribe in
the neighbourhoed of British Sherbro was placed in the dock on
the charge of having wiIfally murdered a female, a British subject.
The defence set up by the prisoners counselw~ this: That
though the prisoner had seized on the person of hie victim on
British territory, yet that he had carried her to a place beyond
British jurisdiction and there killed her, and that under these
circumstancea the man was not liable to be tried in this court,
Capt. Walshe, the commandant of Brithh Sherbro, who certainly
ought to be an excellent judge in this matter, gave evidence that
the spot on which the murder was committed was British territory.
Another witness, whoso evidence ought not to hare been regarded
as of any value, considered that it wa~ not. The Chief Yustice left
this question to the jury, an~l those gentlemen actually acquitted
the prisoner, on the ground that they considered the spot on which
the poor woman was slain was not British territory.
" The public voice erie~ loudly against this verdict, and the

jurors who delivered it are, we believe, endeavouring to shift the
blame from theft own shoulders on to tho~ of the Chief Justice,
pretending that his honour directed them to acquit the prisoner.
This was not so. The matter, we learn, is under the serious
notice of his Excellency the Governor.in.Chief. All we can say
at p. ,r~eat xs, that there hm been a ~d mi~axriage of jusfic~ for
wmca we eomidcr the jury reapondble.

~f~c~ 23, 1871.J

"The intelligent residents of Sierra Leone, native and European,
sincerely deplore the existence of the lamentable system which
permits, nay compels, the Sheriff of Freetewn to summon as
jurors many persons who are notoriously quite unfit to sit in ai
jury-box. We hnpe the attention of the Oovernor-in.Chief will i
soon be drawn to this, as well as other serious defects in the ma-
chinery by which justice is administered in the Supreme Court of
the settlement of Sierra Leone."
Immediately after the acquittal, the prisoner was again arrested

on a charge of having, on the 14th day of March last, murdered
a girl-child by the name of Boye, and a man called Babagcomah,
at the same place--Gondomsh ; and on being brought before the
Acting Police Magistrate in Freetown in July l~t he was com-
mitted to take his trial; and on the 23rd of September he was
arraigned accordingly to answer for the alleged murder of the
child.
It is remarkable that iu this ease, also, there was only one

witness brought forward to prove the murder, and this witness
was a woman called Damoh Mute, said to hare been the wife of
the Chief of Gondomah; and so much was elicited from her,
relative to the alleged murder of Patience Peters. for whom the
prisoner was tried end acquitted, that it is of the first importance
that I should furnish your lordship with ouch portions of her
own statements as bear on that particular charge, and from these
it will be seen on what evidence the prisoner was condemned and
executed for the alleged murder of the cbild Boye.
Damoh Moie, in her cress-examination, says : "I saw Patience

Peters’s dead body on the Saturday morning (the ISth March,
1870) before we removed to the war-ranGe, and before Boyo was
killed. The distance from the house in which Sarah Thomas
was to the place where I saw Patience’s dead body was forty
feet (distance as given by the wither, s, measured). I first saw
Sarah Thomas at Oondomah on the Saturday (the 12th March,
1870) after the war came. I saw Patience alive elm on this
day; it was in the morning. I saw Sarah Thomas all day on
Saturday, the 12th ~reh, 1870; we were together all day.
She went M her house and I went to mine. Early on Sunday
morning, March 13, 1870, I saw Patience’a dead body. The
sun was just rising. I did not ~ee Patience’s head ; I only saw
the body. She had no head whoa I saw her."
In her re-oxaminatiou thin witneas states : "I knew a woman

called Patience ; she stopped at Massandy, but I saw her at Gon-
domah. 1 saw her in the hands of the war people on a Saturday
morning’, March 1’2, 1870, the Saturday after the Priday on
which Oondomah was taken. They collected all the prisoners
outside to see one another, and I caw Patience ; she was a pri-
soner with a rope round her neck. I don’t know who caught
her. It was before the .sun m~ that I saw Patience at Gon-
domah. Patience did not go with me to the war-fence. On the
Sunday morning, ~fareh 13, 1870, I went to the water-side to
wash, and there I saw Patience’s dead body with the head off. I
saw her alive on Saturday morning (tha 12th March, 1870)wheu
we were called out. I was with Sarah Thomas all the time we
were at the war-fence. I slept at the war-fence with Sarah
Thomas. We remained at the war-fence twelve days, and every
day I saw Sarah Thomas during the twelve days. Sarah Thomas
was always during the twelve days with me; they did not take
her away. They killed somebody at the war-fence ; Tuah was
hie name; he is a man ; they pulled the skin from his head ; they
did not kill any one else during the twelve days I was at the
fence. They killed no one on the road going frem’Gondomah to
the war-fence."
:Now, my lord, I beg most respect/ally to subjoin the deposition

of Sarah Thomas, taking before-the committing magistrate at the
Sherbro on the 3rd of May last, and ou which deposition, supported
by the evidence which this same witness gave before the Court,
the lifo of tha prisoner would have been forfeited, but for the
question of jurisdiction as to the place where what was charged
against him took place :~
"Sarah Thomas on her oath saith: I am a married woman, wife

of one Philip Thomas, residing at Freetown. I was at Gondomah
when it was captured by a war party from Imperah Country ou
the morning of the llth of March last. I went there to trade.
I and ~ome others were captured by the war party, and we
remained at Gondomah for three days; we were then removed from
Gondcmsh to awar-fe ece far awayinto the bush vn the other side
of the river. The following morning, the pri~ner gave some rico
to a Sierra Leone woman named Patience, who was also prisoner,
to beat for him, The woman said her bowels were operating,
and that she was in con.~equence unable to beat the rice. Prisoner
then took hold of the woman and said, "You, a prisoner, refuse to
beat my rice ?’ He then carried her just behind the fence, and
sttmck her thrice with his cuflas~ on the back of her neck, and
she fell on her face to the ground and died, her head flew off her
body at the third stroke. I was led to tee her killed by the
prisoner’s brother, Bosh Yeamey. There was a rope round my 1
neck, and Beah geamey held the rope. I don’t know that the
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woman who was killed had any other name besides Patience. S~e
was a Sierra Leone woman from Kis~y. Her husband was a Kreo-
man named 8oh, who lived at Mamandy. I can’t say whether
she was married to him or not, but she wes living with him as
his wife. The place where the woman was led by the pri~uer
to be killed was about thirty or forty yards from the place where
he had given her the rice to beat. He led her by a rope ~hieh
was made fast round her neck ; he made the woman walk I~efore
him to the place, and he held the rope behind her. I saw the war
men kill two Sierra :Leone men before; I forget their n~mes.
Whenever they killed any nee they always brought all the
prisoners to see the person killed, and when Patience was killed
by the pri.~ner I was led, and all the pri~ners were brought to
the spot by all the war men to witness her death.
" ]Lxamined by the prisoner: I saw you at Gondomah when it

was ~ptured.
(Signed) "Sxax~ Trroxas. her (X) mark."

In her cros~-examination before the Supreme Court on the 27th
and 28th October, 1870, this same witness said : " Patience was
killed between twelve and one o’clock in the day. Darner Moie
was not present, but she saw the dead body. Patience was killed
at G~ndomsh. I am sure of it. I make no mistake at all. 1-
never saw any policeman at Gondomah during the time I was
there. ~y hopse was about twenty feet from whera Patience
was killed. There was no river to be crossed from my house to
where Patience was killed. Oa Sunday morning Whobay woke.
I saw him before sunrise ; he ale pt in the same hour. He took
up rice in a basket ; he handed the basket of rice to Patience to
beat. Patience was killed near the middle of the day. Whobay
ate with the man for whom I cooked before he killed Patience.
I slept the Suuday at Gondamah ; we removed from Gondomah
oa Monday. Dsmoh Mt~ie saw Patienee’abody on Sunday about the
middle of’the day. Whobay killed Patience between ten, eleven,
aud twelve o’clock. Damoh saw Patience’s body between two and
three o’clock. I was presout with Darner Mote when she saw
the dead body of Patieuea; I was the only female pro.sent when
Patiened was killed. Plenty of the war party were there. The
water-side was not within the war-fence. I am the same persou
who gave evidence against Whobay, when he was tried for the
murder of Patience Peters."
At this stage, my lord, on a motion made by me, the notes of

the Chief Justice, taken by his Honnur himself ou the 12th of
May, 1870. wheu the prisoner nearly lost his life on the evidence
of this same witness, were read, the substance of which notes was
the same as the statements contained in her deposition before the
magistrate at the Sherbro; and, when questioned as to how her
former evidence was to be reconciled with her present statement,
said: " I made s mistake at the former trial; I was uneasy ia
mind, and did not recollect what I was saying at the for mar trial.
I speak right to-day. My heart iu May was not settled, but new
it is. I dou’t make mistake to-day. Troubled mind made me
say at the former trial that Patience was killed two weeks after
we left Gnndomah, at a war-fence far into the country. Patience
wen killed at Goadomah, but my mind was in au unsettled state ;
that made me say that Patience was killed after we crossed the
river and had reached the war.fence. What I stated before Capt.
Waishe, the msgistrete at the 8herbo, was not true. The per-
son whom I saw killed at the war-fence after we had left GOnG
domsh for two weeks was no~ Patience; Patience was killed a~
Gondomah. The woman I saw killed at the war-fence was aug
other person. D~moh Moie saw this woman killed iu the bush ;
I don’t know the name of the womau; I don’t know what village
she came from, but she came out of Gondomah with us. I first
saw this woman at Gondomah ; I cannot say what day it war I
first saw the woman. This was the, woman I meant to speak of
at the last trial, when I spoke of Patience. We were ia that
war-fanes about two weeks, and that was the time they kiUed
the woman. Damoh Mote saw this woman killed. The woman
who was killed at the war-fence had her head chopped off. They
gave her three chops on the neck. Whobay gave her the first
chop, Whobay gave her the ~eond, and the same Whobay gave
her the third ehol?."
Io another portion of her evidence she says: "On ~onday

morning (the 14th :March, 1870) saw the war party marching
Babsgoomah and another man whoso name I don’t know to the
water-side, to kill. Whobay was one of the ~ar party. I did
cot go with them when they returned. I saw this prisoner,
Whobay, with a cutlass in his hand; the cutlass was full ot blood."
Thus it ia obvious, my lord, that if the prisoner had been con-

rioted and executed for the murder of Patience, he would have
been improperly so, on what has now turned out, by the con-
fession of thL~ very Sarah Thomas, to be a mistake. I respect-
fully submit to your lordship that the revelation made by this
~itness is alarming. It was on the evidence of this very w~m~n
that the prisoner was neatly launched into eternity in May last;
¯nd now the tells the Court that all she enid in her deposition,
as well as in her evidence at the trial, was entirely untrue.
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But taking i~ as granted that this woman, Sarah Thomas, iu
her last evidence stated what was true, then the woman Damon
Mote could not have told the truth ; for she states that she saw
Patience Petera’s dead body at the wharf of Gondomah on Sunday
morning just as the san was rising, whereas Sarah Thomas, in
one portion of her evidence, states that Patianee Peters was
killed on that Sunday between twelve ;~nd one o’clock, and in
another portion between teu, eleven, and twelve o’clock,.so that
it was utterly impo~ible for Detach Moie to have seen the dead
body of a vernon who was alive at the time. But if the evidence
of Sarah Thomas be dismi.~ed as untrustworthy, and that of
Damon Moie be relied on, then she did not see Patience Peters
killed, much less could Sarah Thomas have seen it.
It seems very strange indeed, my lord, that the witness,

Damoh Mote, who professed to know so much about the death of
Patience Peters, should not have been produced by Mr. Algernon
Montagu, the Crown Presscutor, at the time when the prisoner
was being tried on the charge relative to her. Damoh ZIoie wan
at the Sherbro, along with Sarah Thomas, and from there she
found herself in Freetewn, and, sccordieg to the evidence taken
iu the case of the child Boys, which no doubt will be trans-
mitted to your lordship’s o~ce, it will be seen that the local
authorities at the Sherbro must have known where this woman
was, and what evidence she could give relative to the death of
Patience Peters; and I submit that she ought to have been
brought to state, at the trial of the prisoner for the alleged
murder of Patience Peters, what she knew of Patience Peters’s
death.
With regard to the alleged murder of the child Boye: for

which the life of the prisoner has been forfeited, I beg respect-
fully to say that Damon X[oie, whose evidence in itself is so very
conflicting, wen the only person brought forward to fix the
prisoner with the perpetration of the deed. Her statements in
support of the charge are as follows :~
" Prisoner got a stick and pointed it sharp, and etuck it in the

ground in the Barry, or court-house; he then went and took
Yenken’s child Boye, who was a girl. Yankee was sitting down,
end all the prisoners were brought to be present. She had the
child with others. There were six other women sitting down,
and each had a child; the women were all taken in the war.
When prisoner took the child he took a knife and cut a hole in
Boye’a ribs; the child was crying, and prisoner stuck the child
on the stick, and pre=sed it down till the stick came out on the
other side. The child was alive when put on the stick. I sat
close by. I knowprisoner and four oth(rs that were there well.
I know Yeuken; I have known her nearly ten years. She was
living st Bouthe, and for the last seven years she has been living
at Gondomeh: She was niece to Bundukab. The child Boye
wan about six veals old. All the women with the children were
family to Bandukah; all the chit]ten killed were family to
Bunduksh."
In her cress-examination she says: "Sarah Thomas was in

the house when Boye was killed. She heard the child crying;
she could not see it. Sarah Thomas was distant from the place
at which Boye was as from where Mr. Rainy is standing to Mr.
Carrol’s room "-- distance measured, and found to be 28ft.
"Sarah Thomas was in the house when Boye was killed; it was
in the Barry, and the people were all sitting down. I don’t
know the hour when Boye was killed. It was about the time
children go to write in the morning "--meaning school hour.
" On the same day Boye was killed we left Gondomah ; Sarah
Thomas went with as. I talked to her about the murder of
B~ye ; I told.her they had killed Boye. She asked me why the
child was crying, and I told her they killed the child."
:Now, my lord, it is strange that at the first trial, for the

murder of Patience Peter~, nothing should have been heard from
this Sarah Thomas about the murder of Babagoomah and the
other maD, and from Captain Walsh% who had actually seen the
two dead bodies and had ordered them to be buried; but that the
moment after the acquittal of the prisoner these unheard-of
charges should be made and fresh witveases should be intro-
duced.
Such, my lord, was the evidence on which the prisoner was

convicted and executed; and considering the fatal contradictions
and the startling confession of Sarah Thomas that all she said at
the former trial and before fhe magistrate was untrue, I respect-
fully, but firmly, submit that the evidence was wholly insuf-
ficient to warrant the prise net’s execution.
All the witccsses in the case were Crown witnesses, and from

them it was got that the prisoner was the son of a chief in the
Imperah Country, and was sent by the king and chiefs--cue of
the said chiefs being the prisoner’s father--to make war on Gon-
domah. In obedience to the instructions given, he is said to have
gnus, with others, to the war. The prisoner, however, denies
being present at all, and went into eternity adhering to his denial.
Soon after Gondomah was taken, a messenger was sent, accord.

ing to Damoh Mole’s evidence below given, to the king and chiefs

of the Imperah Country to acquaint them with what had taken
place; and the messenger was particularly inP, ructed to say that
Bundukah, the Chief of Gondomah, had made his escape, but
that members of his f~mily had been captured. On the return
of the messenger, he informed the war party that the king and
chiefs returned thanks to them for what they had done; that
they regretted Buudukah had escaped, but were glad to hear that
persons of his family had been captured ; these they did not wish
to see, but wanted only their heads.
My lord, the following is the statement of Damoh Mole in sup-

port of the above :--
"All the war people as.sembled in one place. Prisoner sent a

messenger to go to Bean Loncha, and tell him that the war puny
had taken the place; that Bundukah hadrun away, but that they
had caught his wife and children. [ heard the prisoner send the
messenger. The messenger was sent on Saturday and returned
on SUnday night. On Sunday night, the messenger who was
~ent came back and brought a piece of white baft,.a piece of blue
bah, and a demijohn of rum. On Monday morning the messenger
returned the answer to the war chief, Fammah Bsggi, and said,
in the prisoner’s presence, that Bean Loncha and Bean Boom,
chiefs of the ]mperah Country, had sent the things as presents, to
thank them for having taken the town; that they were sorry
Bundukah had got away, but as they.had taken Bundukah’s wife
and children and his brother, they (the chiefs) did not wish to see
them, but wished to see their heads."
Your lordship will observe that the child Boye, for whoso

murder the prisoner has been executed, was of the family of Buu-
dukah~ for thin very witness says, "the six children killed were
all family to Bundukah." Eves admitting that the prisoner did
actually kill the child, he did it in obedience to the orders of
his lawful sovereigns, and had he disobeyed, his own head, in
all likelihood, would have paid the pefialty ; and I respectfully
submit that, under these circumstances, the manner in which the
prisoner has been dealt with caunot, in my opinion, be justified.
It has further been proved, that the party of which the prisoner

is said to have been one, were engaged in what by them is re.
garded as legitimate warfare, and all the charges against the
prisoner were based ou acts said to have been committed by him
whilst so engaged, aud in what way these can amount to murder,
for which the prisoner could be executed under the sentence of a
British tribunal, I confess that I have not been able to sea.
From collateral facts got out in the evidence, it would appear

that the Imporah people regarded Buudukah, the native chief of
Gondomah, as being as independent as their own chiefs, end them-
fern responsible for his own conduct. It was apparently under
this conviction that the Jmperah chiefs sent war to Gondomah,
a conviction arising from the fact, as the evidence discloses, that
Bundukah exercised authority in that town. The town of Gou-
domah, though ceded to the British Oovernment, was left, with
the sanction of the Government, it would seem, to the management
of the native chief who had exercised authority there before the
cession. There was neither magistrate, manager, nor even a
policeman stationed in it, and it also appeared in evidence that
an old quarrel existed between Bundukah, Chief of Oondomah,
and the King and chiefs of the Imperah Country, and which no
doubt led to the sad conflict for which the prisoner has been held
responsible to the extent of the forfeiture of his life. ,
My lord, I respectfully submit that countries ceded to the

Crown should not, after being accepted, be left to the native chiefs
who governed them before. There is a tendency in these chiefs
who identify themselves with British power to become insolent
to the surrounding independent chiefs, and to take advantage of
their connection with Her .Kajesty’s Government to insult with
impunity others who have formed no such association. What
wonder, then, if these chiefs, to whom the indignity is offered,
should resent it upon the offenders by hvying war upon them.
To sh~w your lordship that the above remarks are borne out

by evidence, I beg to quota some parts of the statements made on
the subject by witnesses, and first, Yaedi Bundoo, who was one
o[ the war party. He says : "I lived in the Imperah Country ;
the town I lived in is not very far from Gondomah. Bean
Boom seut me to capture Oondomah. Beah Boom is a king in
the Imperah Country, and sent me to carry war. There were a
great many of us sent. All the war party came from the
Imperah Country. The prisoner Whobay was the chief leader
in the war. I know Whobay; he is not a chief, but his falher
is a chief at Gangamah in the Imperah .Country. Whobay’s
father and the rest of the chiefs sen tua to the war. The reason
why we make war on Bundukah, Chief of Oondomah, wa~ that
an old quarrel existed.between the chiefs who sent us and
Bundukah. Beah Boom, Kah Hoegi and other chiefs sent ua to
make war."
Thus it will be ~esn, my lord, that this witness was of the

war party, who tells us there was a war which arose out of an
old quarrel, "which ought to have been known to and adjusted
I by the Government. It is also dear that the prisoner was sent
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to this war by the lawful sovereigns to whom he owed obedience
a~ a loyal subject, and it is manifest, too, that Bundukah was the
recognised chief of Gondomah, at least by.the rulers of the Im-
~rah Couutry
Again, Mr. Thomas Ashford Peters, a native merchant of

Sierra Leone, and who has for years been engaged in carrying on
trade with the Sherbro, made the following statement when called
as a witne~ : " Bundukah, chief of Gondomah, governed that
town ; there was no Brlthh local authority residing in the town
of Gondomah."
Whether, under these circumstances, the prisoner could have

been legally tried, condemned, aud executed for the murders
alleged to have taken place at Gondomah is, in my opinion, a
question which should ha~e been set at rest before the prisoner
was put upon his trial; and although I mac]e it a point at the
trial, no notice wan taken of it by the Court, and it still remains
an unsettled question.
It must ba brought under the notice of your lordship, too, that

the prisoner laboured under great disadvantages at his trial. The
offences with which he was charged were said to have been com-
mitted in British Sherbm, over one hundred miles from this
settlement, and he ought to have been tried them. If this, how-
ever, was impracticable, then I submit that he wan entitled to the
greatest amount of indulgence to make up for his disadvantageous
position.
As soon ss I wen assigned by the Court to defend the prisouer

I made an application to have the trial postponed, bat the ap-
plication was refused. I made a second application, which met
a similar fate. A third application was also unsuccessful, and I
deem the affidavits u.sed in support of and against the last
application of so great fmportance, that I enclose them for your
lordship’s perusal, as they will, no doubt, lead to the Colonial-
of Rce establishing a court at the Sherbro for the trial of offenders
there, instead of bringing them to Fseetown, at considerable
inconvenience and great expense to the colony. Moreover, these
affida~ts will show that the murders said to have been com-
mitted by the prisoners were committed in a time of war.
While the case was aetusliy going on, aud not till then, it

appeared in evidence that one Conolly, a witness, had made
certain depositions before Captain YYa]she, the magistrate st
Sherbro, in March hat, relative to the capture of Gondomah,
which were never sent up to this court, and it further appeared
that these depositions were material, as they were likely to
throw additional light upon the matter. It farther transpired
that Captain Walshe and Dr. Davis, of the medical, staff, were
at Gondomah on the 16th :k[amh, the day aRer the war party
had left the place, and had seen and examined the dead bodies
of the two men before referred to, namely, Baba,,~oomah, the
brother of Bundukah, and Babamckee, and yet neither of these
gentlemen were called to give evidence on so important a matter
by the Crown Prosecutor. Aa soon as these things he,me
known to me, my lord, I took out subpoenas ou the same day to
compel the attendance of Captain Walshe ned hls clerk, and Dr.
Davis. These sublxenas were delivered to the Sheriff, as the
practice is, for service. On the day following I inquired if the
subpoenas had been forwarded for service, when I was coolly
told by the Sheriff that they had not been sent because them
was no opportunity. After further delay the subpoenas were
sent, but they have never been obeyed, although the messenger
who served them returned in sufficient time to allow of the
evidence of Captain Walshe and Dr. Davis being of u~ to the
prisoner, had these witnesses thought fit to attend. Thus the
prisoner was debarred from the benefit of evidence which might
have proved of the greatest value to him.
Again, my lord, as soon as I was assigned by the Chief Justice

as counsel to the prisoner, and he informed me that he was not
at the war at all, I made application to the Court, as I have
already stated, to have the trial postponed in order to procure
witnesses from the neighbourhood of the Sherbro to prove.an
ah~i. But the Court refused to entertain the application, urging
that the prisoner was asked long before the sitting if he had any
witnesses, and that he said he had not. I cannot regard this as
any auswer to an application made in so extraon~inary a case as
this is. The prisoner knew uothing of British laws and customs
and was ignorant of our language, and, for aught that is known,
did not really under, rand the meaning of what was said to him.
T do not believe, my lord, that it ever entered into his notion of
things that by showing he was somewhere else at the time of the
war his innocence would be established, and I submit that the
ends of justice were not obtained by refusieg the application
made in the prisoner’s behalf. Had counsel been given to the
prisoner before he was a~ked if he had any witnesses every pre-
caution would have been taken to do away with the necessity of
applying to the Court for any indulgence, but no counsel was up.
pointed until the ~risoner was arraigned--namely, on the 23rd
of September las~ and h~ plodded to the information, although
the prisoner had been ~mmit{ed to take his trial since July last.

I I submit that in a case of such manifest importance cocnsel
ought to have been assigned to the prisoner before. However, I
lost no time, after being so assigned, in taking the proper steps for
the purpose of obtalnining a postponement of the trial, for the
day after my assignment I gave notice, lupported by an aflldavit,
that the prisoner’s witnesses were away from the colony, and a
postponement of the trial wa~ necessary to give him time for
securing their attendance.
It may be incidentally remarked here that while the prisoner

might not have been able to produce witcessea to say he did not
commit the murders with which he was charged, he might have
been able to produce witnesses to show that from the flth to the
16th March he was at a place other than Oondomah, where the
murders are said to have been committed; and this was just what
he was debarred from showing. The prisoner, as I have said
before, had no witse~-es wb~ were present at his trial, for the
simple reason that time was refused him to procure their atten-
dance.
Since the execution of the prisoner, my lord, some p~rticulars,

relative to Buudukah, Chief of Goudomah, since dead, have come
to my knowledge, and as I can with safety rely on the integrity
of my informant, I do not hesitate to place before your lordship
what has been made known to me.
The reason assigned for the Imperah people making war on

Gondomah is that Captain Wa]she, the Civi| Commandant of the
Sherbm, had been assisting and encouraging the Bagroo people,
that is, the people of Gondcmah, to fight against the Imperah
chiefs. This bears outmy statement, in a former part of thi~
letter, that native chiefs associated with the British Government
are prone to be mi.~chievous, relying ca support from the Go-
vernment.
It has a~u come to my knowledge that after Gondomah had

been destroyed this Government indemnified Buudukah for the
loss he had sustained by the war, and furnished him with means
to fortify Gondomah after it had been rebuilt, and that Captaiu
Walshe placed at the disposal of Bundukah munitions of war,
whereby he was enabled to ~nd two or three expeditions into
the Impersh Country, all which have proved a failure.
Now that Bundukah is dead it is to be hoped that peace will

be restored ; but from these facts, my lord, it will be ~en how
important it was that Captain Wal.~he should have been produced
to give evidence at the trial of this case, for he seems to have
known everything counected with the origin of the war, if what
I have heard be true, and I have no reason to doubt a single
word of the information. The following ia copy of au official
notice which has beeu posted up at the 8herbro :~

~’ Public Notie~.
"The Commandant having received intelligence, which he

believes to be reliable, that an immediate attack is meditated by
the Imperah chiefs and others upon the villages of Marnaiab,
2t[osappe, and Bendco, and also Maniah at Shebar, the inhabi-
tants of those places am requested to be warned thereof, ned to
adopt such measures for the preservation of their lives and pro-
petty as are warranted by the circumstances.

"By command.
(Signed.) "3. W. T,,oa~z,

"Clerk to Commandant.
"Bonthe, Sunday, No,:ember 6, 1870."
Having seliclted attention to the entire case, I beg most re-

spectfully to withdraw, and leave the matter tu your lordship t~
give such directions relative to itas may seem to you necessary
end requisite. I need hardly say, my lord, that other perseus
who had been engaged in this war may be captured and
similarly dealt with, so that I think it all-important that this
ease should be disposed of and set at rest by some definite deci-
sion, which decision will be a rule for future guidance.
In compliance with the direction contMced iu Earl Granville’s

despatch of the 26th February, 1869, I should, in the first in-
stance, have addressed myself to his Excellency Sir Arthur
:Kennedy in this matter; but it was not long since :that I Was
compelled iu twa communications addressed to His Excellency,
dated respectively the 29th day ef April and the 31st of May last,
to call attention to the conduct of Mr. Montagu in connection with
a recent case in the Supreme Court, in his capacity of Crown
Presecuter. In lh~se commuuicationa I represented matter for
inquiry, and’stated that Mr. Montagu was the same person re-
ferred to in a case reported iu Moore’s Privy Council cases--viz,,
the Lieutenant-Governor of Van Dieman’s Land against ~ontao~
~but whilst the first was barely acknowledged by his Excellency,
who stated that he could not interfere in the matter, the last re-
mains to the present day without official uotice in any way what-
ever. I state a fact, my lord, wheu I say that great dissatisfac-
tion and alarm is felt in this colony, cn account of Mr. Montage
being allowed to occupy the promiueut and important position of
Crown Prosecutor, after the damaging charges which have been
established against him in a petition, add.ress~ to the Colonial-
office by the inhabitants of this settlement, and which have ~o
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seriously affected his character beth as e man and as an officer of
the Crown.
Under these circumstances, therefore, I feel that myonly course

lles in appealing directly to the Colonial.niece, in accordance with
the dictum of the Right Hen. the Earl of Carnarvou i " If an)"
colonist suffers from injustice, whatever may be his class, his
condition, or his colour, he has a right to redress at the hands of
the Colonist Minister in thisceuntry."
I cannot conclude this letter, my lord, without informing you

that soon after the conviction of the prisoner Whobay, a large
sam of money was paid to Demob Moie, Sarah Thomas, Conolly,
and even Burden, all wime~ses of the Crown. I submit, my
lord, that iu a community like this reward should not be given
to people of the class to which the abeve-named witnesses belong,
neither for loss of time nor any other cause, as it has a tendency
to demoralise them, thereby doing serious injury to the admini-
stration of justice. And I think, my lord, that this suggests
another argument in favour of a circuit court being established
at the Sherbro for the trial of offenders. To have rewarded
Strah Thomas with a pecuniary compensation after the evidence
she had given st the former trislj by which the prisoner at that
time nearly lost his life, is something serious, end in my humble
judgment tends to give encouragement to corruption and
depravity. Such a witheS% looking only to reward, will at any
time be willing end esdIy induced to swear to anything, so that
with her beth property and life itself would be unsafe, as has
beam too clearly proved in this very ea~.--I have the honour to
be, my Lord, your I~rdship’s most obedient humble servant,

W~. RACY,
Of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law.

AR~VAL o~ rile F_~P~Sos Nsrozzox ~x E.~nrAsv.--The
Emperer Napoleon, having beau released from Wilhelmshoe,
arrived at Camden House, Chiselhurst (where the Empress and
Prince Imperial have bees residing siuce l~t Septemb3r) at
4.30 r.~., on the 20th March.
Lo~no.~, ~erch 21.~er Royal Highness the Princess Loui~

and the Marquis of Lorne were married this day at St. George’s
Chapel, Windsor Castle. The serdce was performed by the
Bishop of London, aud the bridewas given away by Her Ma-
jesty the Queen.

TH’s Sm’~RzA-~OX OZ ~ ~IAVE T~tDE n~ Avmze*.~Sir
follows :" I have received a longRoderick Mnrc*ni.~on writes ~ ~ "

letter from Sir Samuel Baker, dated Tewfi Keeya, on the White
Nile, N, let. 9 26, dsted the 6th of December, 1870. We an-
nounces that during his stay at that elation he had entirely sup-
pressed the dave trade of the White :Nile, and he trusts that
England will appreciate the sincerity of purpo~ displayed by his
]~ghness the Kbddive in thus purifying the river from that
abominable trade. The details which are given in this letter
will be laid before the Royal Geographical Society at their meel-
leg an the 27th inst. After alluding to the melancholy fate and
decease of Dr. Gedgeoand some sickness which ocem~ed in the
rainy .~.sen in camp, Sir Samuel adds, ’ Thank God, my wife
and I are as well as if we were in Europe.’ Sir Samuel’s next
letter will be from Goudokors, when all the flotilla are gathered
together and his ~tesmer in action."
THE BjLzco.x Poss.--Messrs. Letts, Son, end Co. have issued

a fee-simile of a private letter sent by%alloou post from Palls
during the seige. It will prove as interesting memento of a
great historical event.-
DR. Pcsmc ox ~rs ~[,xoz¢ .Pao~rrs---MroA~, p. 298.---["

Treating ofJadah wdzhipping idols under the idea they couhl
confer weahh, hs nays: "Yet herein were the heathen more
religious than the Chrhtiau worldling. The heathen did offer
an ignorant sacrifice to they knew not what. Our idolatry of
~ammon, as being less abstract, is more evident self.worship~
a more visible ignoring, and so a more open dethronement of
GOd--a worship of n material prosperity, of which we seem
ourselves to be the authors, aud to which we habitually immohte
the souls of men--so habitually that we have ceased to be
conscious of it."

COTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and
PACKED by WALKER’S PATENT ROTATING

PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIHE. Sugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut ~rters, iNut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.

12, JAM.E$.STREEI’, CITY-ROAD, LONDON.

Mricau Gsld Ornaments, Brooehe% Earrla~, Bfn~s, Chains, &e.

M R. W. R. TAYLOR begs to intbrm his numerous cu~temers
and the public generally that from and after the date

hereof he will be prepared to execute all orders for Gold
Trinkets, &e., forwarded to him, provided always that such
orders are accompanied with r~mittances. A moderate com-
mission of ten per cent. will be charged, and none must expect
their orders to be executed unless accompanied with a remit-
lance
Fort.street, opposite the Castle, Cape Coast.

December 22, 1870.

BRITISH AND AFRICAN
STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

~.~L’~ I’~.RS are respectfully informed that this Company now
k.J despatch TWO STEAMERS ~[ONTHLY to the WEST
COAST of AFRICA.

T̄he fine new Screw Steamers

~ BONNY ......... LIBERIA
ROQUELLE ........ VOLTA
CONGO ......... LOANDA

Will SAIL TWICE X[ONTHLY between LIVERPOOL and
the following Ports on the West Cosst of Africa (calling at
M~zra.Q---viz., SIERRA LEONE, MONROVIA, CAPE
PAL~IAS, CAPE COAST CASTLE. ACCRA, JELLAH
COFFEE, LAGOS, BENIN, BONNY, ~ERNANDO PO, and
OLD CALABAR. The days of Sailing from Liverpool are the
6th and 18th of each mouth.
For further information apply in London to Anmu..xvsz

WA,~z~, 8, Lesdenhall-street; in Glasgow, to Tarcoa, Lt~o~-
L~.xn, and Co., 24, Oswald-strait; and in Liverpool to

ELDER, DEMPSTER, & CO., 2, Brunswick-street.

SYDENHAM
SAMUEL BROTHER~I.

MERCHANT TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS,

SAMUEL

HOUSE, 50, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON

SYDENHAM
Ou the Sy.~tem of Ch~’~Lu~ the Lowest Price possible for Re.~y Money. ~ ..

LONDON CLOTHINO.--Perfection m S~’le and Fit h ~pplied by the aid of the new be~-m~
RuMs, ss given below. . "

Duffng twenty-five years their CIothing h~s been celebrated for sound economy, perfect fitting,
and the mast gentlems~ulike styZe.

THE WORLD-FAMED SYOENHAM SUITS AT 59s,
Are m~ufactured in s~tsb]e styles for all occasions, and in the various ~ubs~.z~ces of cloth for

ALL CLIMATES.
~[OR.%’2NO AND BusrNE~S ,~UIT$. 425, to 8~, ] D~ AND PROMY-NADE SUITS. ~. to ll|s.
~OVSERS . . . ..... 14-,. to ~a1 Tsousx~.s ........ITs. 6d. to 80s.

STATE, L%W, AND CLERICAL ROBES SUPPLIED AT VERY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES.
THE NEW BOOK ON GENTLEME1TS ATTIRE

Cont~n.~ Forty.three Engravi~g~ to repre~nt the F=.~Monable Style~.
Price ls., deducted from a purchx~e (IX~t.free). 

Any g~rment c~n be supplied by sending the following me~ure~ : Give, L~" ~-c~zs, whole height
of person. FoR x C~x~ : Round the bre~.~t, round the wai-t, from centre of b~ck to the wrh, t ; for
]en~hofsleeve, z.rmbent. FoRWA~STO,*T: Round brea~t end waist. FoRTRons~RS: Lengthout-
.sid~ ~.m from top to bottom, lengthinslde seam from fork to bottom, roan4thewaht, roundthe ~at’
’ pATTKIL~,’S AND I/ST OF PRICES PO~T FREE.
AMUEL BROTI~ERS guarantee to supply, in every cb..% PER.XIANENT COLOURS, GENTLE- -

MANLY~PYLE, SOUND WORKMANSHIP, and PERFECT FIT. ~RO U SERS.Me:-~-r~. S.unuel Brothers find it neces=-.sry to state that the P~t~e of Letters m~t ~:e Pce-- ¯ .
paid, or they will not be received.

BROTHERS, 50, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, ENGLAND.
Pr~*~4 and Pu’~l~te4 fc-r ~e Proprietor l~y WtLutx Jo~ I:~x~’~, 121, F2eet-str~et, b. the CIty of Loudyn.--M&~’~ ".~, 1571.
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