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«FOR GOD, AND GOOD TO AFRICA AND HER PEOPLE.”

< Talk to me anywhere of Power, and Tl tell you of Protection. Mention a Magistrate, and the tdea follows of Property. Show
the proposed interest of those governed. Power constituted otherwis: is a monster

me any Government, and you are to see
that is impossible in every system tohere there is any notion of the justice of God or the good of mankind.”—Epxuxp BurkE.

« If any Colonist suffers from injustice, whatever may be his class, kis condition, or his colour, ke has a right fo redress ab
ths hands of the Colonial Minister in this country”—EaRL oF CARNARVON, SECRETARY OF STATE roa TEE CoLoNIRs
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AFRICAN AGENGCY

For Transacting' Business in England for Native and other Traders on the West Coast of Africa,

IN consequence of wishes expressed from gll parts of the West Cosst, Mr. FrzzGerarp has mede arrangements for selling
- produce copsigned to-him by ships to London or Liverpool; and purchasing, and shipping goods ordered- against the proceeds
of consignments or other offective remittances only, from either of the above ports, on a system by which the greatest possible
advantage of the merkets will be secured to the AFRIcA¥ TrapEr; and, as time is very important to small capitatalists, return goods
wrill be sent off in all cases without auy delay beyond such as may sometimes be caused by manufacturers. Ca
-A1] Jetters and bills of lading, whether the shipments be to or from London or Liverpool, to be addressed oy st -
o F. FITZGRRALD, Es.,
. . . - 121, Fleet-street, London, E.C.
N.B.—Open Policies on Insurance for Produce from the Coast by the Mail Steamers; but intended Shipments should be
advised if possible. ) ‘

MAY, 1872.

BRITISH AND AFRICGAN STEAM NAVIGATION GOMPANY.

ADDITIONAL SAILINGS FROM GLASGOW. .
This Company inlend to despatch a Steamer from Glasgow on the lIth May and June
respectively, in addition to the regular departures on the 30th of each month._

The Steamship LIBERIA, Captain A. P. Frexcw, is intended to be despatched from GLASGOW on MAY 1, and
from LIVERPOOL on the 7th MAY, at 4.80 »p.x., for Madeira, Grand Cauary, Sierra Leous, Monrovis, Cape Palmas,
Cape Cosst Castle, Accrs, Jellah Coffee, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Fernsudo Po, and Old Cslabar; this Steamer will
also take Cargo for New Calabar, Brass, Benin, and Opobo (delivering inside the bars), the same to be transhipped af
Boony, snd forwarded by branch Steamer, at Shippers risk. GOODS will be received in GLASGOW up to 6 ».u. on the
30th APRIL, and at the Loading Berth in LIVERPOOL (North Side Coburg Dock) up to & rax. on the 6th MAY.
Passengers will embark by Steam Tender from Prince’s Landing Stage at 4 p.x. on the day of sailing.

The following departure is intended to be the Stesmship VOLTA, which will leave LIVERPOOL DIRECT on
the 18th MAY, at 8 P, for Madeira, Teneriffe, Bierra Leone, Monrovis, Cape Palmas, Half Jack, Cspe Coast Castle, Accrs,
Jellsh Coffee, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Fernpado Po, Old Calabar, and taking cargo for delivery by branch steamer inside the bars of
g]ew;i Ca]afbar,l.Brass, Benjn, and Opobo. Goods will be received up to 6 .. on the 17th. Passengers will embark at 2,30 ».x. on

e day of ssiling. : » .
Goods for Sierra Leone will be landed there at Ship’s expense, but Shipper’s risk.  All Goods while on board the Company’s

hulk at Bonny, to be at Shipper's or Consigpée’s rick.
Bills of Lading of the Company’s Porta can be obtained from Tmoxas Muzesy and Sox, 91, Buchanan-streef, Glasgow ; and

D. Marrirs, 508, Lord-street, Liverpool. All letters must pass through the Post-office.

For farther information apply in London to Messrs. Marcory, Hupsow, and Co., 5, Crosby-square; in Glasgow to Tarroz,
Lavenraxnp, and Co., 24, Oswald-atreet ; and in Liverpool, to Eroer, Deurpste, and Co., 48, Castle-street.

{7 Shippers are respectfully informed that Cargo can now be taken by the Steamers of the 6th and 18th
for delivery inside the Bars of NEW CALABAR, BRASS, BENIN, and OPOBO. The Goods will be transhipped

at Bonny, and forwarded by Branch Steamer.

WEST COAST MAILS. DEPARTUREA.
ABRIVALS, African Bteamship Co.’s Lagos, with monthly mail.
Brit. and Africsn Steam Navigation Co.’s Congo, March 28, British snd African Steam Navigation Company’s Roquelle,
African Stesmship Company’s Soudan, from 8.W. Cosst,April 2. [ April 6.
African Steamship Co.’s Biafra, with monthly mail, April 6. . African Steamship Company’s Soudan, April 11.
African Steamship Company’s Eboe, April 18. Brit. and African Steam Navigation Co.’s Congo, April 17.

British and African Compsny’s Liberia bourly expected. The Biafra will take out the monthly mail on the 24th inst.
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OFF{]ICiAL. I
The Queen has spproved the sppointment of Mr. .
Keate to be Govemgr-in-()bief of the West African Settlements,
and the appointment of Mr. Anthony Muegrave, C.M.G., 40 be
Lieutenant-Governor of Natal.

e — AT, e il
e 2 A ue

GAMBIA.
TMMORALITY OF EUROPEANS. . .

We bave hed & long paper addressed to us for insertion, which,
fhough very well composed, and in & very prax_seworthy spirit,
we cappot, for many ressons, incert. 'The subject of which it
treats is the slleged conduct of some European merchant, quite
unknown to us, who had recently arrived io the colony for tradg;
who, haviog left a wife and femily in Eogland, and beguu in
Bathurst by denouncing all connection with pative women, did,
it is alleged, within twenty days marry a Jolloff girl, sccording
to the native rites, gising to her perents 500 dollars avd other
valuable presents as her purchase money, in order to obtain ber.
Our correspondent regards this as bigamy; but bowever we may
condemn and deplore the evil example thus set, we cannot look
upon it in that light until the marriage of English subjects in
British West Africa settlements with native women, with native
_ceremonies only, chall have been declared by legislative enact-
‘ment or decision of & competent Court to be a legal and valid
‘marriage in the eye of the law.

e have heard o little of late from the Gambia, that we are
induced to hope that things are going on more satisfactorily to all
.parties—European merchants and natives—thau they did for-
! ‘merly. Having had so much to do in defeaticg the project of
ceding the Gambia {to France, we feel deeply interested in the
-prosperity, contentment, and Christian and material progress of
its inhabitants; and shall be gled to receive, from time to time,
details of the good deeds being done, official and non-official, so
that we may be able to praise those who do well as we formerly
denounced those who did evil.—En. 4.7

L e g

- DEPARTURE OF MR. SALMON.
1o THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
Cape Coast, 13th April.

COPY OF LETTER TO RARL OF KIMBERLEY, RE
FANTI CONFEDERATION.
African Times Office, 121, Fleet-sireat,
March 28, 1872,
Re Fants Confederation.

My Lord,—By letter dated the 17th January I was informed
by your lordship that «Xr, F. C. Grant, who was named trea-
carer without his knowledge and comsent, has repudiated all
connexist with the movement ; and, again, that ¢ the Constitu-
tion had been promulgated and scted upon before the Acting
Administrator received 8 copy of it.””

Tn reply, I have the honour to inclose printed copies of two
letters of Mr. F. C. Grant, in one of which he accepts the office
of treasorer, and in the other makes suggestions as regards the
future operations of the Fanti Confederation. I also inclose
printed copies of Mr. Acting Administrator Sslmon’s letter to Mr.,
Grant, demandiog his disavowal of all connexion with the Con-
federation, and of Mr. Grant's reply thereto; snd, further, of
two letters from members of the Confederation, sigoed ¢ One of
Them” and ¢ Fanti,” the purport of which is to establish that
your lordship had been induced in error.on the poiuts above
alluded to. I have further the honour to inform your lordship
that the originals of Mr. Grant's letters, as also of Mr. Salmon's
Jetter of December 23 to the kings st Maokessim, of iostroctions
to Mr. Robertson, and offering 107. to-the kings if they wiil
deliver papers, are in my possession, and that 1 am ready to
submit them to your inspection, should your lordship so desire.
—1I have the homonr to remain, my Lord, your Lordship's

F. FrrzeBRALD,

Editor of African Times.

To the Right Hon. the Rarl of Kimberley, K.G., &e., &c.,
Colonial-office.

obedient servant,

ﬁ
COPY OF LETTER TO THE EARL OF KIMBERLEY
FOR COMPENSATION TO PERSONS IMPRISONED,
&c., AT CAPE COAST.
African Times Office, 121, Fleet-street, March 26, 1872,
My Lord,—I have had the honour, from time to time since the

‘ Sir,—No cooner did Mr. Ussher come back than Mr. Salmon
I decided to skeddaddle.

excute for getting away. - He goes

him ! except, it may be, the mulatto womsn whom he installed as

cimistress” at Government House, to golsce him amid hisldespotic

cares, while he was imprisoning, holding to bail, persecuting, and

. gending to trial meo 8 {housand times better than bimself,
: “Esen the Devil himself would have been welcome,
' sothat we could only get rid of Salmon. Youmay suppose therefore
It istoo
early to form an idea of what he will do, but you shall know by

. the next steamer, which will be in England the middle of April.

! . We feel thet you will be anxious for news, as-you will not be
able to decide what to do for the Fanti Confederation until Mr.

VUssher's word and deeds have shown what is the feeling or.in-

tention of the British Government respecting us.—l[or}% in my

the epalpeen !

that Mr. Ussher ‘was made something of when he came,

next. . H.

CHANGE OF FEELING AT ELMINA, CAPE COAST.
10 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
March 12, 1872.

Dear Sir,—I am sure that you will be glad to know that the
Elmina people are now quite willing 10 have the Etglish instead
You will be sure to
have hesrd that there would be very much opposition to the
There was
fome Teasom in saying 60, becausa the Achantis, who with their
captain were still there, tried to make as much mischief as pos-
But this is all over now. The
people have opened their eyes to the evil of having Ashantis
always lording it in their town, doing just what they pleased as
masters amoog elaves; avd now the Ashanti captein who has
done o mapy cruel thingsin and near Elmina is made a prisoner,
<bile the people who were loudest against the Boglich rule, now
try out, #* Why don’t they come and Gnish the whole thing at
They feel now that they are mot Dateh nor English

of the Dutch flag to Sy on Elmina Fort.
‘ transfer, that blood would be shed, and sll that.

gible, and to stir up the people.

once?”

He felt g0 nncomfortsble to be no longer
in power, after having made himself universally hated and des-

pized, that he spplied at once to goon sick leave—that nice handy
, and 1o one says “ God bless

1st of January last, to bring before your lordship the respective
cstes of Mr. Brew, Mr. Davideon, and Mr. Amissah, arbitrarily
imprisoned, sud subsequently confined to Cape Coast Town for a
lengthened period, on heavy bail, to their great saffering, pre-
judice, and pecuniary loss, for no crime whatever upon which
they could be brought to trial, as established by their eventual
release from the said bail and the non-prosecution of any charge
agsinst them; as aleo those of Mr. J. A. Fyno, sen., Mr. J. A.
Fyon, jun., end Mr. Forson, arbitrarily srrested, detained many
days in a vile prison—bail, though tendered; teing refused—
brought to trial, and scquitted after several days trial by the
auanimous verdict of a respectable and intelligent jury, notwith-
standing great Bxecutive and judicial pressure to obtain their
conviction. ; .

I bave further the honour to state that no allowance was made
to any of these persons for subsistence or expenses daring tbeir
imprisonment and detention on bail; and that the Chief Magis-
trate, Mr. Chalmers, acting in concert with the Executive
authorities, refused to graut any costs to Fyon, Fyan, and Forson

Magistrate at Cape Coast.

These persons know that even if it were possible, which it is
not, for them to prosecute any suit in the West African Courts
for damages and costs sgainst persons in authority, such as Mr,
Salmon, Colonel Foster, &c., with any hope of obtainiog justice,
they wonld not be able in any case to recover from Mr. Salmon
or Colonel Foster any damage or costs that might be awarded to
them; and I sam therefore instructed by them. to bring their
respective cases anew before your lordship, and to pray your lord-
thip, as I now do, to order that they shall receive some adequate
pecuniary compengation for the indigoities to which they have
been unjustly subjected, the sufferiog and loss to which they have
been exposed ; and additionally, in the case of Fyno, Fynn, and
Forson, for the heavry legal and other expenses incurred by them
ia defending tbemselves against an infamous Executive oppres-
sion, -
Praying that your lordship will order, on the part of Her
Majesty’s Government, 8 liberal and adejuate compensation to

Fantis, and they want to be one or the other; and as tha Duteb { persons so deeply injured in mind, body, and estate—a compen-

are really going, scem to thivk the sooner they are now gone the
better. I slways wroto to you that there wonld be a change
From what I hear I do | sige] i i toats’ ‘ :

e e imien il bave the British fig till about the begin- | authay committed in Her Majesty's name uader their sopposed
ning of Mas; but I will write you more by the Liberia,* when

like thie, and now you see I was right.

Yours, &e.,

ghe comes up from Leeward.
A Farm.

» The Liberia bas not arrived.  April 22.—Ep. 4.7,

sation worthy of the dignity of the giver—that will evidence the
just displessure of Her Majests’s Governmeat st acts so oppres-

authority, end that it will not be & mew bumiliation for thea to
receive, I have the honour to remain, my Lord, your lordship’s
obedient servant,
F. FrreepnaLy,
Fleven years Editor of the African Timel.

)

sgeinet their nomioal prosecutor, Colonel Foster Fuster, Polica - '

R

Aprin 23, 1872.)
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ANNUAL BASLE MISSIONARY MEETING AT ACCRA.

10 THE EDITOR OF TBE APBICAN TJIMES.
James Town, Accra, Feb, 12, 1872.

Dear Sir,—On the 6th ult. our brethren of the Basle Missionary
Society beld their anniversary of the circumstances and progress

of their Mission on the Gold Coast duriog the past year.

at Lagos by the land route. They were treated most hospitabl

by all the kings and chiefs, missignuies and people, frouf Biday:
on the Niger, down to Abeokuta; and, to crown all, by way of
gratitede and credit, when they reached our territory on the
mainland of Ebute Metla what did they behold, but ammunitions
of war, guns, powder, shot, &e., in the hands of our subjects,

This meeting took place st their chapel in the town of|prepsnngon a grand scale fo welcome the Egbas whom the Ad-

Christiansborg, where & large and attentive audience listened with
deep iaterest to a most gratifying report, read by the Rev. E.
Schenk, the chief resident minister af the Society at that station,

ministrator s:_aid were coming egainst Lsgos! Bishop Crowther,
one of the Niger party, published a paper showing the liberality
of the people, from the Niger to Abeokuta; and we fail to find

and to sundry addresses afterwards given by other members_of | in it that the Egbas were coming to fight Lagos. Some time in

the Mission, and by other gentlemen, friends of the Society, who

had been specially invited.
The ruling authorities of these settlements were represented &

the meeting by Captain Lees, Civil Commandant of the Esstern
Districts, who, in bis place on the programme of the meeting,

gave a warm and traly practical address. :
The Rev. H. Wharton, the resident Wesleyan missionary a

Accrs, being il from fever, that Society was represented at the

meeting by Mr. T. A. Freeman, Sen., who spoke of the mora

grandeur of the great cause of Christian missions to the beathen,
and especially cited the Prophiet Habbakuk ii. 14, for Divine
assurance of the ultimate sublime consuhmation of all missionary

toils.

The report was given in extensive detail, and showed, in
general, satisfactory progress in the various departments of the

1870 a notorious Tiwo, & pative trader of Lagos, went (by ar-
rangement between him and Administrator Glover) to Tseri with
t | armed people, and stayed there for some months, seizing Egba
canoes and all prodace coming from Abeokuta to Lagos, on
account of debt said to be owing to the said Tiwo by some Egba
traders of Abeokuta. Csptain Cooper strongly dissgreed with
t | Administrator Glover in- this policy, which resulted in Captain
Coopér exchanging for the Gambia. Merchants and other
1 [ traders of Lsgos suffered greatly by this policy. Now the noto-
rious Tiwo has commenced sgain, by arranging with Mr. Glover
to force the Egbas to put their palm-kernels in & certain tub
measure, made by the Administrator, for a certain price, and not
in conntry bags as usual, with the natives. The Egbas, on the
other hand, say, ¢ All right; give us your goods at .such a
price;” and our traders refused, so there is a ‘“stand at ease”

Mission, which is beiog carried on on a scale of maguitude which | for the present in Iseri Market, to the great loss aod prejudice

claims for it the deep interest of all surrounding tribes and com-
The following are the items of their census

munities of men.
for 1871: 7 principal stations; 29 European missionaries,
among whom are builders, artizans, and men of business, who
superintend industrial and other eztablishments; 16 European
ladies; 20 European children; 24 pative catechists; 11 native
male teachers; 11 native female teachers; 903 scholars; 1,931
members of congregalion; increase of members during the yeasr,
82; baptisms during the year, 210; expenditure during the
year, 8,300.—N.B. Of the above-mentioned amount 3,000/, had
been appropriated to schoola. 3 ,

The Mission extends its labours over the native districts of 014
Danish Acera (now part of -English Accra), Aquapim; Krobo,

" Akim, and Addab.

The chief principsl stations contain airy, convenient dwelling-
houses for European families, chapels, day-schools, and boarding-
schools; and there is also an institation for training an extensive
pative agency as catechists and missionaries. These, together
with the industrial establishments, constitute a fine combination
of well-adapted sppliances, all working in harmonious action for
the accomplishment of a great purpose. _ :

The speakers at the meeting were Commandant Lees, Mr. T.
B. Freeman, Sen., and Dr. Luther, of Elmina, and elso, of the
Basle Brethren, Rev. Messrs. Schenk,, Weiss, Lerwick, and Mr.
C. Reindorf, Native Catechist. '

During the course of the meeting the addresses were inter-
changed with hymns and choruses, the latter beiog sung exclu-
sively by native youths trained to take different parts in vocal
melodies.—1 am, dear Sir, yours very traly,
" Sexrer FIDELIS.

CAPTAIN GLOVER'S PROCEEDINGS—HE PUBLISHES,
IN LAGOS, MR. ¥ITZGERALD'S LETTER TO EARL
KIMBERLEY, AND HIS LORDSHIP'S REPLY.

" No. L
70 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
. . Lagos, March 7, 1872,
Sir,~~Since my lsst Captain Glover has caused & serics of
letters, passed between him and Acting-Consular Jobelot, of

Porto Novo, to be published for general information. In Mr.

Glover's reply you will perceive that he questions some of the

sigoalures in the protests forwarded to him. But, Mr. Editor,

Captain Glover never questioned any signatares in the petition

he caused to be got up to cede Porto Novo; or any other petition

to benefit bim. Too true, alas! it is that if ** wizhes were horees
beggars would ride.” We notice in a recent letter that has
passed between yourself, on behalf of Africa, and the Colonial-
office, which letters Mr. Qlorer published in ths elreets of Lages
before your paper arrived, ' that no explanation could be true

.except it c2me from the officer administeriog the governmext "

But, Sir, facts are stubborn things, and we do not despair.
Haring to expose all_wrong, oppression, deceitfulness, and other
unjust dealinge, we thank you the more, and are greatly rejoiced
that you speak out the truth. Captain Glover thinks so grandly
of hiwself that he sent some of the copies of the letters to your
friends here, enclosed in envelopes as much as to say that he
had obtsined a great victory. 1n his ides, now, Prince Bismarck
is ot his equal.

We are glad to inform you that the Niger party arrived safely

of merchants and traders.
Tiwo said that the Egbas ehould not be allowed to pass on to
Lagos with their produce, and sent orders to that effect. By the
way, he calls himself the chief of Iseri, and lives in Lagos; dut
any one that is against the Egbas is a great person in the eyes of
our Administrator. )
Bo essured that the traderson both sides will soon settle their
affairs, as they are all much concerned in the question as to
whether they are to lose or to gain. :
Latest.—After all the fass, and supplying ammunition af the
expense of the settlement to every Tom, Dick, and Harry on
the northern frontier, against the Egbas, the whole is a complete
failure. Our debt is increasing, instead of decreasing. There is
no  causs whatever for wasting our revenus in such foolery.
There is peace in all the interior, and in Lsgos; excepting inone
certain place or residence in Ldgos. A great polygamist, and &
member of our execative and privy councillor, died three weecks
ego and was buried like a heathen, although he was an emigrant
from Sierra Leone. Such, alas! are the men whom British ad-
ministratora delight to honour.—Your obedient servant, )
Tae GorLpex FLRECE.
No. 2.
T0 THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES. -
Lsgos, March 6, 1872.
Sir,—I was never more surprised than when reading that
remarkable and elaborate reply of Earl Kimberley to letters of
yours, dated Dec. 16 aud 30, respecting Captain Glover and his
unnecessary dealings with the interior countries, and in particular
Abeokuta. . May I ask whether it is the policy of the Home
Government to uphold their officials in whaterer they do, right or
wrong? If such be the case, Sir, we in this part of the world
think that it is high time for England to withdraw ber seeming
protection from us, and leave us to ourselves, to fight our way the
best we could, looking only unto God for aid and support.
Since I last wrote you, matters have assumed quite a different
aspect. The famous ‘ Bada,” of whom 1 wrote in my last, was
sent to Abeokuta a few days ago, with messages from the Cap-
tain (Glover) to the effect that Iseri, Agbozi, Gaun, Ebute Mets,
&c., belong to him (of course these places, Mr. Editor, are no
more Captain Glover’s than the poorest beggar’s in Loodon ; they
actually belong to the Egbas; but by what right they became
Captain Glover's or his Goveroment's 1s a question to be solved
only by himself), and that all the Creoles and emigrants in Abeo-
kuta are his slaves, and that if Chief Arodu wishes him to
return to Abeokuta his runaway slases, he (Arodu) should first
return to him (Csptain Glover) his slaves {(Creoles and emi-
grants). ““Bads,” of ill-repute, delivered his message on the 6th
February last, with Captain Glover's staff in hand, in the presence
of the Right Rev. Bishop Crowther, his two sons, and wmany
others. The Egbas, thereupon, became aggrieved, and laid their
complaints sgainst Captain Glover before the Bishop, o intecfere
in the matter ; and if in interfeziog he fail to achieve any good,
then the Egbas will know what course to pursue. The Bishop
asked them three months, by which time he hoped to be able to
put things to right. The « Bada,” of course, took the news to
the Captain, who at once jumped up and began to sing the so0g,
“The Egbas are coming to attack Lagos, and Chief Arodu is
determined to dip his sword in the Osss,” An order was imme-
diately despstched to our worthy friend Mr. Hutchinson for
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1,600 guns for the protection of Lagos. Mr. Hutchineon, knowing |

full well that Lagos will soon become bankrupt, declined accept-
ing the Goveroor’s order. The Captain, finding himself and his
scrap of paper, otherwise called ** order,” mest justly treated by
Mr..Hutchiason, says to himself, ** WWhat’s to be done? The Egbas
are coming, and Lagos must be protected. Now Mr. Hutchinson
bas declined accepting my order; but he is right, for this Govern-
mext is becoming insolvent. What must T do? Howerver, there
is old Daddy ; he has plenty of money, and I am eure Mr.
Hutchinson will honour his order; 1'll get him to get the guns
tor me, for I must have them.” Old Daddy Joe was at once
resorted to, and of course he had the guns from Mr. Hutchinson
as for himself, and then handed them over to the Governor, who
at once tent for his favourites, the Ibadans, and a few idle
fellows, the Jjais. Guns were distribated to these, of courze, at
the Government expense! and, more than all, Mr, Editor, the
Governor had the unheard.of audacity to supply the Aworis
(Egba subjects) with guns to go against Abeokuta. To allegeasa
reason for the distribution of guns to these people for the protec-
tion of Lages is & mere farce, for the Egbas never on any occasion
mede any one 1o understand that they were going (o sttack Lagos
or any Britich port, or places seemingly under British protection.
You will, howerer, soon cee the real reason why - these multi-
plicity of guns were distributed.

You koow, Mr. Editor, that I am in a position to be able to
see clearly where the receivers of these guns fook them to; some
of them are now in Abeokuta, others are now in the bush being
used for hunting, others are now far up the interior being used

- for capturing slaves; o yeu see that Captain Glover is en-

couraging elavery. Such is the state of things on this side of the
world at present. Report says that the Dahomians are on their
way to Abeokuta, seting under instructions said to be given them
by the Lagos Captain; hence you see the reason for the distribu-
tion of the 1,000 guns; but, by God's help, they will be the
worst for it. I almost forgot to mention that Caplain Glorer
eaused your letter to Earl Kimberley, and the reply thereto, to e
printed and posted tn the streets of Lagos, as justification in his
acts.  His cup of iniquity is being filled, and unless -England is
awakened to her eense of duty, and to put matters right between
Abeokuta and Lagos, I fear Captain Glover must inevitably
perich, notwithstanding all the support he may get by letters of
the Secretary of State.

Ademola, King of Ake Abeokuta, is losing ground daily, as
most of his eupporters have turned their backs against him, and
are now in favour of his Supreme Majesty Oyekou Oba Onile, or
Lord of the Manna, &. These supporters ' cease to support
Ademola simply because they found (and very much to their
gorrow) that they were sctuaily pursuing & course which they
ought not to have pursned. Matters are, therefore, muchk more
8t rest now than three or four months sgo. His Supreme Majesty

All our loads were carried free of expecse by order of King
Masaba to his subjects, either by canoes or by land from the
neighbourhood of Lokoja to Bids, and thence to Ilorip, a distance
of about 200 miles, which, if we had bad to pay for, could not
have cost us less than 1801 sterling.

Durivg a period of forty days we- partly stayed at Bids, and
partly travelled past many towns and villages in his territory to
1lorin. e were liberally provided for by the King and his sub-
jects, in cooked aud uncooked supplies of provisions of rice, yams,
sheep, goats, turkeys, ducks, fowls, pigeons, milk, honey, oil for
the lamp, firewood to cook with, and gninea corn for the horses,
in great abundance, sll which, if we bad bad to pay for, would
not have cost us less than 1501, sterling. )

On our departure from Bids, King Masaba gave to each of us a
horse for the journey, twelve in number, out of a due regard for
Her Majesty the Queen, which, if valued at the average rate of
107. per horse, will amount to 1207, sterling.

King Masaba's liberality may be summed up as follows: 12
horses at 10J. each, 1201.; free carriage of loads to Ilorin, a

days, 1507.; total amount, 4507,

Irorix.—Here we remained nine days, when we were enter-
tained with 4-bullocks, 6 bags of cowries, 1,600 yams, 4 pots of
palm-oil, 2and 40 loads of guinea corn for the horses.

OcBoxosro.—Here we remsained two days, and were enter-
tained with 1 goat, 2 bags of cowries, 50" yams, and 6 loads of
guinea coro for the horses.

Iwo.—Here wé rested one day, and were entertsined with 2
goats, 4 bags of cowries, 50 yams, and 6 loads of guinea cora for
the horses. :

. IBspan.—Hers we remained nine days, and were entertained
with 12 bags of cowries, 20 sheep, 59 loads of yams, and 35 loads
of gainea corn for the horses.

Aseoxura.—Here we remained eight days, aud were enfer-
tained with 20 bags of cowries, 6 sheep, aud 2 baskets of oranges,
by all the authorities of the Egba community.

By Chief Ogudipe, 2 bullocks and 4 bags of cowries.

Also by King Ademols, Madame Tinubu, the Sierra Leone
friends and mercantile agents, headed by Mr. J. George, and the
Church and Wesleyan converts, 10 bags of cowries, 10 sheep, 5
ducks, 23 fowls, 262 yams, and 2 loads of guinea corn for the
horses. '

No toll paid at any gate throughout.

"To the Rev. D. Olubi, Native Pastor at Ibadan, to-:Mr. Franklin,
of the Wesleyan Mission of Abeokuts, and to Mr., and Mrs,
Robbin, of Ake, many thanks are due. Not only had. these
gentlemen thrown their houses opea for our accommodation, bat
for several days Mrs. Robbin undertook to superintend the cookin g
department, to change our diet, to Which was very kindly added,
by Mr. J. George and Mr. Robbin, refreshing drinkables, such as

Oyekou baving rightfully gained the ascendency, we may now
from henceforth expect better things than heretofore of Abeckata,
but I am afraid Captain Glover will cause our expectations to be
frustrated. Until Captain Glover ceases to interfere unnecessarily
with the interior countries, but in particalar Abeokuta, there will
always be confusion and misunderstandings between Lagos “and
Abeckuta Governments.—Yours, B
A True CoRBISPONDEST.

NOTE ACCOMPANYING LAGOS LETTERS.
TO THE EDITOE OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
) Lagos, March 6, 1872,

My dear Sir,—Aeccept many and unfeigned thanks from the
Afrieans for your kindness towards us. We read all your letters
to the Earl Kimberley, and we are satisfied. Itis for him to uphold
the offices under his jurisdiction. It will go far to enlighten
good people, and even the Government themselves. We trust
those deys of darkness are gone for ever when we could not
reveal all oppressions and wrong and unjust dealings. The
African Times has raised us from our low estate, and it is our
duty to render sll the assistance we possibly can. I fear wedo
not do all we ought in that respect,

REPORT BY BISHOP CROWTHER OF A JOURNEY
OVERLAND FROM THE RIVER NIGER TO LAGOS.
Aclsof liberality of King Masaka, of Nups, o Britich subjects,

as a loken of gratitude to” Her Britannic Majesty the Queen, for

kindness shown him by Her Mojesty’s Gorernment during 6 period of
nine years.

The land-route party, consisting of eight white men snd
several patives of position, from the S.S. Victoria aud Rio
Formoso, now sground in the river Niger, desire most gratefully
to acknowledge the kindness, liberality, and ready help of King
Magaba, whoze noble exsmple was readily followed by the kings
and chiefs of otber countries and towns we had passed through,

expense, Which greatly conduced to restore the declining health
of the travelling party, and strengthen them for their remasining
jourmey.
Theee acts of kindness deserve to be thus noticed, as the ex-
-ample was set by Kiog Masaba in gratitude to the Queen, whose
subjects swe are, and had nothing in hand durisg our jouroey to
-make adequate retarns. -. - ‘
- " S. A. CrowrmEe, Bishop, Niger Territory,
: . A Member of the Travelling Party.
February 20, 1872.

. CUBA AND SLAVERY. ,

“ The planters know that slavery is condemned, that they are
continuing a system which is not in accordance with the spirit of
the age, and they would willingly consent to its abolition if some
means could be found to prevent the total ruin which immediate
emancipation must cause them., They would be satisfied if they
were allowed toimport free negroes from Africa, but they cannot
risk losing ell their workmen at once, Buta beginning has been
made. Xo one room we saw a lot of little free children—those
born since September, 1868, who according to law are never to
be reduced to slavery. All the the men who sare upwards of
sixty are also free, but their freedom is of very little use to them,
as that is an advanced age for a negro, and when he has attsined
it he is hardly able to take care of himself. But this process of
emancipstion is too slow, and the Cubans know that the question
must come on for eolution after the suppression of the insurrec-
tion.”’—Sfandard, April 3, 1872,

[ We enter our protest against any such mode of * satisfying "’
the Cubar planters, as above suggested. ¢ If they were allowed
to import free negroes from Africa™ a pretty sort of freedom
they would be likely to enjoy on the Cuban plantations. No,
there can be no more supplies seat there from Africa. Cuba re-
ceived, alss, too many, and ** used them up” 100 mercilessly,

down to Lagos, in a rouund-about route over 400 miles of roads,

while her slavers were able to elude the British craisers. That

distance of 200 miles, 1801 ; sapplies of provisions for forty

beer, lemonade, soda water, tea, coffee, .and chocolate, at their .
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ocould wtilize on her own’productive aoil a tenfold greater number
of people than the socursed slave-trade has left'her.—Ed. 4. 7']

THE POLICE: MAGISTBRACY AT LAGOS:
70 TEE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
December, 1871.
Mr. Editor.—1I have just been reading over some of the items
in your paper of, or rather by, this' mail, amongst which I see
one sigoed ‘ Negro.”

When shall we cease complsining? Saurely some people must
thiok us a lot of Gissatisfied beings on this coast; much like s
eapricious young lady crying her eyes out for & bonnet instéad of
a hat she had, who as soon as the bonnet is' given her, and one
too which the giver thought was just the very thing, she would
preite it *“ all ends upy” for a few days. Then all at onte ehe-dis-
covers some fanlt; it 13 either not becoming to her features, or is
too small for her head, &o., and she would rather have the old
hat back agsin.” She gets the hat, but then finds it wants some-
how some vew or extra trimming. So it seems to be with many
of my countrymen. Not that they have not in many insfances
wost just and palpable reasons for complaint, and many too, that
I would join them in; but at the same time we-must bear in
mind that by too often complainiog we may make the heart
gick. We must weigh matters well, and also consider that
there is noman or woman borp that has not some defect. For
instacce, one might say, * That is a very good man, or handsome
womap, but—Dbe is so queer in his ways, or she does mot walk
gracefully, or is too proud. If it were not for those faultsthey would
do,” and &0 on. There is always that everlasting ¢ but*’ or #if.”
Now if every one doesn’t know, I do that I am neither a
friend nor associate of Mr. Gerard’s, nor do I think he would
allow me the honour to driok tea with him. But stop—when
was this letter written by ““ Negro™? Some timein August last,
I believe. Well yes, as far as regards fitness for the Colonial Secre-
tary of Lagos, orin fact in other British colony, I caunot but
say, s fur as my humble opinion may be valued, that be is
totally unfit for such office, and I believe he has been straight-
-forward enough to ecknowledge it to one officiating next to him
in that office, saying that he did not -understand anything about
the wWotk ; but, asfar ss his polico magistracy is concerned, I say
agair, as one of your correspondents did some time ago, heis the
right msn in the right place, and I know that the majority, if
not the whole of the coloured people here—ah ! and many Eoro-

s too—would prefer Mr. Gerard to any one we have had Lere
yet sivce this has been a British colony.,  We koow, and“he hes
several times ss1d it in his court (Police-court), that he knows no-
thirg about Jaw; he only.sat there to do and give justicabetween
man and man, let him be rich or poor, black or white.. And did he
not'do so? REven when be was acting Chief Magistrate did be
not have to deal with'some very. critical cases? I ask **Negro”
did he do justice or not, although he did not know Mr. Law?
Who isevery one almost crying out for now, or rather before Mr.

¥

Finlay took the seat as actiog, Police Magistrate? ¢ Negro™

guotes Mr. Gerard'arising from the ranks, &c. Certainly there ure |-

cases where one is almest obliged to bting sach things to mind to
show the why and wherefore, but agein one must admit that he-
may be told, ¢ Never mind what the man was; tell me what h.e
1.7 1 was once before Mr. Gerard as the prosecutor, bnt by his
address to me, from what the prisoner or defendant eaid, he ecemed
to make me the culprit, because I did not provide myself with the
necessary witnesses; nevertheless, I do not think any one here
can contcientiously say but what they have got justice at Mr.
Gerard’s hands, and often far more lenient than from others
before or since. )
I for one, amongst msny, do not think we could have better
men than Mr. Gerard, or his substitute, J. Finlay, for reasons
which I shall endeavour to show—rviz., It must be remembered
that the community of Lagos is a very mixed oce. There are
the habits, customs, religion, &o., &o., of the people t> be con-
sidered; elto their advancement es regards civilisation. All
these tend to make it a great point of nicety 1o decide cases that
come to the Police-court. It requires a person thet hasbeen with
and had some smount of experieuce of different grades of coloured
people, their ways, manners of thinking, notions, ideas, &o., to
koow bow to judge or decide cases that are daily brought before
the Police Magistrate here; and no one can doubt but what Mr.
Gersrd must’ have esequired much' experience by bis former
position in life, which  Negro” seems so much to ridicule. By
the bye, may 1 ask, ‘would * Negro” be willing to inform us
what were Aiz sutecedents? ¢ Negro,” I believe, wrote his
letter in- Angust, and-this is now December, and Gerard has been
now sbsent on leave some three months or ¢o, leaving. his vacant
geat to the renowned Mr. Goldsworthy (mede famous by the case
Shepherd p. Goldsworthy at Sierra Leone), who eits down like a
eleepy old owl, listening, scratehing bis head, and looking more

-i8 all over now; and Affica has no surplus of population. BShe'|poor police officer is questioning: plaintiff and defendent, and

scribbling away 8s hard as he can; one simple case taking so
long to go through that hialf'the people inthe" court Have f_allgn
asleep or nearly so, he taking as long to decide ome as' either
Gerard ‘or Finlay would half-a-dozen,

Who was every one.crying.out for before Goldsworthy. went ta
Badagary the week before last? Why-—Gerard, of course !

In conclusion let us not bé too quick to trace lineags or rake
up former positions, but see what & man s, not what he was. . 1
think there are"many that lavesst o the benelr as police mragis=
trates of Lsgos that were fir more unfit for the position than
Gerard. Let him enjoy his post as long as he does not do worss
than he has done, for- fear we throw'away the frying-pan and
have to sit-on the fire. Fare Prav:

LIVERPOOL MARKETS,
. Marer 23 10 30.
Palm-kernels.—124 bags and 10 tons at 12/ 15s. to I3 &s.
ton.
peli’alm-oil.—‘ioo tons sold; Irregular at 277 10s. to 34L;
Boruy at 357 7s. 6d. to 351 10s.; Bedin at 367. 10s. to 361.;
0ld Calabar at 87/.; New Calabar at 37/ 153.; and Brass at
. 153, per ton. .
38:'}otton.?—llarket quiet, bt closing firm at last week’s prices:
Sales 58,740 bales. - :
Maizrca 30 1o ApriL 3.
Guinea Grains.—Five tons at 45s. per cwt.
Ebony.—Nine tons, Old Calabar, 8L.. per ton. . .
Palm-kernels.—192 bags on private terms, and thirty tons at
A 3l 2s. 64, ] -
lsi’atﬁn%oil.-——’l‘he market remains steady; 700 tons sold; Irs
regalar at 277. 10s. to 357, Benin at 367, 53., Old Calabar at 361.
15s., Lagos at 367. 17s. 6d., New Calabar at 37/ 15, Bonuy, at
351, 53. to 351 10s. on the spot, and at 351. per ton to arrive.
‘Cotton.—Market has been animated, and business large
Sales, 96,000 bales; price, West African, 8d. to 9d.
: ApriL 6 mlla. . ‘
n Seed.—5 tons African at 5/ per ton.
g:{$~kernels.—1,420 mats at 137. to 13/ 2s. 64, and 150
tons at 137. 2s. 6d. to 131 5‘5). per tiu.
ra.—17 bags at 16J. 10s. per too. .
I(P)gmmil.—Faigr consumptive demand, but prices for some
descriptions have been in buyers’ favour ; the sales are 500 tons;
Lagos at 367 17s. 6d. to 87/, ; Benin at 361 ; Bonoy at 351. 53.;
Accra 8t 347 153 to 351.; Loando at 34/ ; Wydah at 357;
Congo at 407 ; Old Calabar at 36/-10s.; and low and irregular
. to 341. per ton. .
at'ggtltotno.—TrEde has been more dull and quotations rather

duced. . .
T S?;iis of the week about 71,000 bales. FPrice of West African,

8d. to 9d.
N Apeiz 12 10 19,

Benni-seed.—151 bags at 67s. per quarter.

Cotton-seed.—1,008 mats Africsn; at 5/. 53. per ton.

Palmrkernels.—1,124 bags Benin at 13, 5s. per toa.

Ground Nuts.—40 tons at 15/, 10s. per ton. L

Palm Oil steady, and the sales are 500 tons; Monrovia ab 304,

Bonny at 351, 5s. to 351, Whydah' at-35l: to 36I, Accra at

341 153., Old Calabar at 361. 10s., and Lages at 36/ 17s. 6. to
. per ton. : . Lo

372101:(:013 Market.—Rather quiet; but quotations maintained.

Sales of the week about 90,000 bales. Prices as last week.

OBITUARY. .

Hazerey.—Died, on the 26th Jaouary, at Ga‘rnson-streef,
Freetown, Sierra Leone, at the residence of his cousia, Mr, Igrael
Hazeley Campbell, Mr. Richard Jamea Hazeloy, son of the
late Jacob Boston Hazeley, Esq.,Bqnd gniy bro;her of M.

ob C. Hazeley, aged 32 years. His end was peace.
JsanLuxs.—-D{e'd,thh November, 1871, at Lagos, the beloved
wife of Samuel Benjamin Williams, aged 29 years.

Gotcr.—Died on the 14th February, 1872, at 7.30 p.1., at
Cape Cosst, Rachel, the beloved wife of Mr. Eilis E. Gouch,
and daughter and only child of Mrs. Lucy Barnett, of Sierra
Leone, aged 30 years. Her mortal remaios were ioterred by the
Rev. T. Laing, in the Wesleyan Cemetery, at Cape Coast.

vEDER oF A TRADING AGEN? Ix Arrica.—The murder ‘of Mr.
Ari{old, the agent of a Glasgow fift at Brass River, in Africs, i3
sonounced. He was engaged in a canoe expedition up the river,
with tho object of opening direct trade with. one of the tnbes;f
the interior, who have hitherto carried on barter thmushbtoa:
middlemen. on the coast, when he was shot dead and hud :
cast adrift in the stream. It is doubtful whether he was '&‘ilsu
by hostile natives on the river-bank or murdered by bis %::1 : -
affected Kroomen, but in the meantime the latter bave been ap

fit to go to bed to sleep off last night's bottle-fever, whilst the

prehended on suspicion of being the delinquents”
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CAPE COAST CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION.
« I any colonist suffers from injustice, whatever may be his
class, his condition, or his colour, he has a right to redress
at the hands of the Colonial Minister in this country.”
Exactly so. Tt is impossible to state a right more clearly
than the Farl of Carnarvon has stated one in the above
words, which we have continually set forth at the front of
our journal from the time at which they were uttered.
The right is beyond dispute ; but how is it to be enforced,
or the benefits promised under it to be obtained ? because

- if the way be edged round with impassable difficulties, it

becomes an illusion and a snare; and might as well never
have existed at.all,

We feel this very strongly at the present moment. In
this number of our journal we have put on record the
demand made by us for compensation to the victims of the
late political persecutions at Cape Coast, and the reply of
the Secretary of State thereto. This reply is in the stereo-
typed official form—the application for compensation ought
to come through the local authorities—or, in plain English,
through those very officials who have committed the acts
and inflicted the injuries complained of, and for which
compensation is justly sought. We do not hesitate to say.
that this rule of the Colenial Service, as it is called—but
to which ought to have been added, “as regards Crown
colonies ’—lies at the very root of the flagrant misdoings
of West Coast officials that we have had so often to expose.
But for the interference of the African Times this rule
§ives up the people of the settlements, bound hand and

‘oot, into the power of a few British Government officials ;
men for the most part, as we have shown by exposure of
their acts and deeds, quite unfitted to be the depositories
of such power. What should we say about the police
authorities in our streets if it were laid down as a rule by
the Home-office that a man who has been robbed must
demand justice only through the man who has robbed him;
or if a magistrate, when appealed to for protection and
justice against a policeman who had abused the power
with which he had been entrusted, should reply, *This
demand must come through the policeman, such being the
rule of the Home-office” ? The thing is monstrous. By
refusing to listen to a complaint against a Crown colony
official for acts of oppression by him' committed, save and
except through the medium of that same official, the home
authorities identify themselves at the very outset with the
official complained of. Their reply to the applicant seems
to say, “ You had better either submit quistly, or make
peace directly with him, for he is a privileged person,
whom we can only condemn provided he sees fit to con-
demn himself.” Can any reasonable man wonder, after
this, that British officials in the West Coast Settle-
ments, which rank as Crown settlements or colonies,
should, by lying misrepresentations, continually seek to
draw tighter and tighter the fetters that bind the people
over and among whom they ere appointed to exercise
Crown authority ? that every such Bntish official should
strenuously impede the creation of an elective legislature,
by the existence of which alone that arbitrary rule of the
Colonial Service can beoverpassed? The colonies or settle-
ments under this atrocious system (Crown=colonies or
settlements) are happily now but very few in number;
and this it is which increases the difficulty with which we
have to contend ; because if there were many of them we
might obtain an associated action that would have weight

in Parliament. Under theso circumstances it would be
wrong to flatter ourselves or the people of the West African
Settlements with the belief that we can directly overcome
that justice-barring rule of the Colonial-office. All we
can do is to take care that the complsints and demands
thus made through inculpated officials shall not be
burked. This involves the necessity of a duplicate—an
exact copy of every complaint or demand forwarded to tbe
Secretary of State, through the local administrator or other
authority—being sent at the same time to us, together with
the documents or evidence upon which the complaint or
dewand is based, which justify such demand or complaint
and establish & claim to redress. This is the course which
we now advise Messrs. Fynn, Fynn, and Forson, and the
lately imprisoned officials of the Fanti Confederation to

have been “forwarded through the local administrator,
according to the rules of the Colonial Service,” and will
do our best in every way to obtain for them a just and
liberal compensation.

ADMINISTRATOR USSHER AND CAPE COAST.
Mg, UssHER, as Administrator of -the Gold Coast, has not
been overpraised in our journal; but he has had no one to
blame for this but himself. We have not learned to call

ways. Ve exposed and denounced it. He has once more
returned to the Coast, to finish his term of service there.
We hope he will do well. He shall have fair play on our
part.  We shall be only too glad to find in him such merit
a3 to justify our drawing the curtain of oblivion over all
past misdeeds. We all of us need that curtain drawn for
us, more or less. - And, as we have often said, we have no
such feeling as that of personal animosity. There is
nothing, therefore, to prevent our doing him ample justice.
The present aud future of his administration is now as a
clean sheet of paper lying before us. It is he who will
trace the characters upon it that must govern us in praise
or blame. He has returned to the Coast under very
favourable auspices. ~ Mr.Salmon, as Acting- Administrator
during his absence, had made himself justly so odious that
every one was Tejoiced to ses Mr. Ussher back again. He
thus received a joyous welcome; from the brightness of
which Mr. Salmon was but too glad to escape on sick-leave.
While Mr. Ussher was absent circumstances have so
changed that he has every opportunity now of distioguish=
ing himself that any man could possibly desire. Through
the persistent action of the Fanti Confederation the Dutch
found their position at Elmina and elsewhere on the Gold
Coast no longer tenable. . The treaty by which they cede
to England the points they have occupied has been signed.
The formal cession will soon take place. As a résult of
that cession there will be a verylarge increase in the revenue
of the settlements. The Fanti Confederation has given to
itself a Constitution, aregulated existence, and defined powers
of the most moderate character, to be exercised under agree-
ment with the protecting power, now.represented once more
by Mr. Ussher. The Coatederation has formally committed
itself in its constitution to such wise and good works—
works so calculated to promote the happiness and material
developmént of the whole of the territoriesand their people
—that Mr. Ussher has an instrument ready made to his
hand for the noblest and best of purposes. We hope he
will know how to use it. Something, of course, must de-
pend on the instructions received by him from the Colonial-
office ; but, on the other hand, as he was in England when
the Secretary of State for the Colonies had recent events at
Cape Coast under his consideration, we may be justified in
holding him in some considerable degree responsible for
the policy, whatever it is, that he may have been instructed
to carry out. We wait impatiently to koow what it is.
We want to see how the Colonial-office has decided as
regards what we look upon as Mr. Salmon’s atrocious
official misdeeds; and the perversion of justice which,
under his promptings and exigencies, has brought the tri-
bunals of Cape Coast into merited suspicion and disfavour.
We want to know whether the injustice done is to be
atoned for; and whether compensation, and what compen-

sation, is to be given to those who have been imprisoned

pursue. We will back up their complaint when it shall -

evil good, and good evil. He did evil in many, many -
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and persecuted without any just or sufficient cause. And
we want to see what is to be the course of action adopted
by Her Majesty’s Government as regards that great, and
useful, and indispensable organisation for good, the Fanti
Confederation. We have thus been greatly disappointed
at the non-arrival of the steamer Liberia, now several days
overdue. As we cannot now have letters by her until
Monday, the 22nd, at the very time of making up our
columns for April, we must necessarily defer all observa-
tions on their contents until our next number, how import-
ant soever they may be. Our friends at Cape Coast may
however feel assured that we shall not be sleeping over
their interests ; or over those great questions which involve
the necessary measures for promoting the social ameliora-
tion and material development of the territories of the
protectorate and their people.

COMPANY OF AFRICAN MERCHANTS.

Ar the moment of going to press we_receive a report of
the annual meeting of the Company of African Merchants.
As we were greatly concerned in the formation of this
Company in 1863, it is one in which we have never ceased
to take a great interest; and we regret that we are not
able this month to enter fully on the subject of their
report. We were, of course, fully aware that they as well
as other merchants trading to the Oil Rivers had made
very heavy losses, owing to stoppages of trade, to the ex

travagant prices for oil ruling in the said rivers, low prices
of oil here, and other causes. Their lossées do, indeed,
seem to have been very heavy. But we are happy to see
that this has not in any way dimirished the confidence of
their highly respectable body of shareholders. These have
determined to put in more capital to carry on the enter-

prise with vigour, and thus to wait patiently for the time,

. which they know must sooner or later come, when - they

will reap the reward of their persistence. We see, by a

~ hasty glance at the report (which we think the Company

would have done well to have published in ezfenso in our
columns), that it was strongly urged at the meeting, that
if the reckless competition which has existed of late be
continued, and the same high prices be paid for oil,_the
smaller houses, not having, as the Company of African
Merchants have, a large amount of capital to fall back
upon, must necessarily be forced out of the trade, which
would then assume its old course. We think it right to
allude thus briefly to this important point, because if,
as we have been informed, some of those traders in the
rivers had been hoping that the Company of African Mer-
chants would have to abandon the trade, through their
shareholders becoming tired of the enterprise, it i well
they should know that there is no chance whatever that
this will happen ; the shareholders having quietly written
off their losses; supplied mew capital, and expressed an

_ almost unanimous determination never to be driven out of

the field. We will, if possible, allude more fully to the
subject in our next number.

~ THE REPRESENTATION OF LIBERIA IN
LONDON.

Ox~E sdvantage at least, if we are rightly informed, is to
accrue from the substitution of Mr. Roberts in lieu of the
late unfortunate Mr. Roye as President of Liberia. The
ridiculous farce of representation of Liberia, which began
with the retirement of the venerable Gerard Ralston from
the post of Consul-General, which he had held from the very
infancy of the Republic with so much advantage to it, is to
be brought to a close. There are to be no more so-called
Chargés d’ Affaires ; in fact, President Roberts affirms that
there never was one, the appointment of Mr, David Chinnery
by the late President Roye never having received confir-
mation by the Senate, without which it was no nomination
at all. We do not know how far this denial of “excellent
dignity” to the leading negotiator of the unhappily cele-
brated Liberian loan may invalidate the so-called bonds of
the Republic, which the foolish sabscribers have received

in return for their money; especially as we are not in- |-

formed whether the appointment of Consul-General re-
uired a similar confirmation end had received it. We

should almost suppose it did require it, as, until Mr.

Chinnery’s attempt at “ Excellency,” Consul-General was
the highest foreign diplomatic appointment held under the
Regubln.:. And £0 it is to be in the future, we believe,
until Liberia shall attain more weight in the scale of
nations than she can boast of ag pc’x-esent. We always
entertained the belief that Mr. Roberts was a man of too
much good sense to tolerate that publie breakfast, dinner,
supper, ball system of representation which was inaugu-
rated with a view to the loan contract, last August, and
which must bring discredit if not loss to the ﬁepublic.
We understand that the Consul-generalship has been
offered to Mr. Jackson, the present Consul, who pro-
cured an injunction from the Court of Chancery some
time ago restraining the London bankers in possession of
a portion of the loan money from parting with the same
upon the order of Mr. Chinnery. Mr. Jackson certainly
thus rendered a service which deserved recognition; and
we are glad to hear that he is likely to accept the offer of
President Roberts. In the present condition of the Re-
public there is of course no salary or allowance of any kind
attached. to the office of Consul-General ; the revenues not
being sufficient for paying the salaries of the most indis-
pensable public functionaries at home. - We hope, kowever,
that this consideration will not prevent Mr. Jackson from
accepting the Consul-Generalship if; as we are informed is
the case, he possesses those qualities which the possible
duties of the office demand in him who holds it; and
which Mr. Gerard Ralston formerly possessed in so emi-
nent a degree.’ .

THE BANK OF WEST AFRICA.

The Bank of West Africa! Such, we are informed, is the
title of a projected bauk, for which an Ordinance of Incor-
poration has been obtained from the Legislative Council at
Sierra Leone. So badly had we been served by our friends
in Sierra Leone in this watter, that the first intimation of
such a banking project having passed through the pre-
liminary Sierra Leone stage, was made casually to us in
London on the 17th inst. We felt immediately that it
was a matter which, in the interest of the people of West
Africa, and of those connected with trade and commerce
there, would demaud our close attention. Messrs. Child,
Mills, and Co., of Manchester, were named to us a3 the
organizers of the project, demanders of the Incorporation
Ordinance at Sierra Leone, and now of the approval of
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,
without which the project must fall to the ground. But
this, with even a littfle more which we shall presently
mention, was not by any means that full information
which, ir justice to the parties concerned, and at the same
time to the West African interests and people we ought to
be possessed of. It seemed to us that the proper course
was to write to Messrs. Child, Mills, and Co. for that full
information which, as it was no doubt a honest project,
they would only be too happy to bring fully under pubdlic
notice, through the medium of our journal. ~ We regret to
have to state that this idea of ours, as to their readiness to
gi\re information, was not a correct one; and that we were

oomed to disappointment and mystification. e have no
secrets, and can have no secrets in this matter. It is
essentially one of such vast and vital importance for
good or evil to the West African countries and their
peoples, and to all connected by trade and commerce
with that part of the world, that we have only one
course to pursue, and that is thoroughly to ventilate
it. Of course we can only do so at present to the
extent of the partial information we possess; aund if we
fall into any error prejudical to the project or the interests
of the promoters of the bank, they can have only them-
selves to blame forit. This position is fully established by
the following correspondence, which it becomes thus our
duty to publish, Here it is:—

African Times Office, London, 121, Fleet-street, E.C,
April 16, 1872
% \essrs. Child, Mills, and Co., Mancheater.

Gentlemen,—1I ehall feel obliged by yoar haviog the kindness
to forward me per return of post copy of the Urdinsace passed
by the Legislative Council of Sierra Leone for the establishment of

a bank of deposit and issue at that place, with branches, & At
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the samre tim?, as I should regret being led ints error from lack
of proper information on 60 important a metter, which seems
likely to be of interest to the whole coast, I should be glad if
you will inform me on what basis the sald bank will rest; what
amourt of capital is evailable for it, and whenee derived; and
who are the parties who are to manage it and direct its opera-
ticns in Africa and in this country.
. You will, I am sure, excaze my thus applying to you, as I am
informed that the Ordinance was passed on the application of your
Mr. Mills: and further because in the position in which I stand
10 the Wert Ccast of Africa as Editor of the African Times, it in
advizable that I should be fully informed before commitling my-
gelf to the support or condemnation of such an iostitution as the
proposed bank of deposit and issue for the West African Coaet.
As my paper will be finally arranged for the present month on
Saturday next, I should be glad of your earliest possible reply.—
Yours, &e., ’ F. F11z6ERsLD,

Editor of the African Times.

Manchester, April 17, 1872.
. Dear Sir,—We are in receipt of yoors of yesterdsy, askinog for
information on the subject of the recent Ordinance passed by the
Legislative Council ot Sierra Leone, for the establishment of a
banking institution at that settlement, and for a copy of such
Ordinance. ’

We have been favoured by the promoters with a copy of the
Ordinance referred to, but as yet we are not aware that the same
has been legally confirmed, and until that is the case it weuld be
undesirable to give any particulars beyond what are already
known to the public.

You are misioformed as to the *“Ordinance” in question having
been granted or passed on the applicaticn of our Mr. Mills. He
Eas had oo’ part in the matter other than as a member of this

tm.

Ve may inform you that the Ordinance is due to an application
gupported by a large number of influential houses having exten-
sive trading interests on the coast.

. 'We shall at all times be happy to afford you any information
1n our power relating to the West Coast.— e remain, Sir, yours
very fantbfully, i Crirp, Mivs, & Co.

Y. Fitzgerald, Esq., Editor of the African Times, London.

Ansicer.
African Times Office, London, 121, Fleet-street, E.C.
April 18, 1872,
Alessra. Child, Mills, & Co. .

Gentlemen,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours of 17th in
reply to mine of the 1G6th re¢ the projected West African Bank.

1 beg 10 express my regret that you should have declined to
give me ‘‘apy particulars beyond what sre slready known to the
public.” I caooot understand why there should be any secrecy
if the projected institution is one for the benefit of the West
Coast of Atrics, more especially a5 you say that the Ordinance is
due to an application supported by a large number of influential
houses hsving extensive trading interests on the Coast.—I re-
main, gentlemen, yours truly, T, Firzaeraip, .

' Editor of the African Tymes.
We cannot help feeling that this is' éminently unsatisfac-
tory. We consider that as journalists of eleven years’
standing, and as the only press guardian of West African
interests, we were entitled to ask for the information we
sought, and ought te have received it. Of course if the
project has any weak points, dangerous to West African
interests, that would be a cogent argument against our
being furnished with it. We shall know whether this is
the  case when we become more fully acquainted with it
through other channels of information. We have not yet
had time to seek in thesé. It is now Saturday night, 20th
April.  Our April number must necessarily be arranged
for press on the morning of Monday, the 22and, for. issue
the 23rd. To allow a matter of this immense importance
to stand over for another menth is impossible. That would
amount to a virtual abandonment of our duty. e must,
therefore, proceedin our observations by the light of the par-
tial information above aliuded to. TheBank of West Atrica
is, if established, to be a bank of issue; that is, it will issue
bapk-notes payable to bearer on demand. What regula-
tions are proposed to govern this action we can only know
when we obtain possession of a copy of the Sierra Leone
Ordinance. ‘The peculiarities of the West African people,
and of their trade, will have to be very seriously con-
sidered by the Secretary of State, with reference to this
power thus demanded to issue bank-notes, under what is
certain (take what precautions the authorities may) to be
considered by the people at large as a Governient
guarantee. 1his is not the first time the question <f bank-

ing in West Africa, and the issue there- of bank-notes
payable to bearer on demand, has come before us for cons
sideration. The late Mr. Rosenbush, of Sierra Leone;
opened a bank; was ready to receive deposits with or
without interest; and ssued dank-nofes payable to bearer
on demand. We do not know to what extent the people
availed themselves of the accommodation thus offered,
or what amount of circulation the notes obtained.
We never interfered in the matter. It was a private
operation dependin % upon the credit Mr. Rosenbush might
enjoy among the Sierra Leone people. 1t was open to
Me_ssr:s. Child, Mills, and Co., as African traders, to adopt
a slmgar course. We should not; nor would any one elss,
have interfered with them in it. But when they seek an
Ordinance of Incorporation, thus identifying the Govern-
ment with their proceedings in' the eyes of the people of
Afrlca,_u'lu'le the Gorernment will really be in no way
responsible, the - position and our duty are altogether
changed. Without any evil intention on the part of the
promoters of the bank thus established, the African people
may become deplorable victims of a dangerous delusion,
Mere legitimate banking operations, as understood in-
England, will not support a bank of deposit and issue in
West Africa, Whether such be the intention of its
founders and directors or not, the bank will be forced,

by the necessities of its position, into such conmexion’

with trading operations &s may prove largely un-
successful, and involve it in ruin, to the loss of
depositaries  and noteholders, and the grievous injury
of West African interests generally. Our convictions and
feelings are very strong and decided on this point ; because
we foresee the possibility of any error committed by the
Secretary of State for the Colonies in this matter leading
to most serious results, which we are sure he could not
observe, whether in or out of office, without great pain and:
sorrow. Messrs. Child, Mills, and Co. have declined to
proceed in the modest course entered upon by the late Mr:
Rosenbush; they demand incorporation for the bank whicke
they project, and in so doing assume a: public position,

which takes from them the immunity they would other<.

wise possess as African treders. They place themselves
before the public for examination ard criticism. The first
question which necessarily presents itself is, do these
people possess and offer such guarantees as the Govern-
went, the public, and their guardians have a right to look
for in an operation such as they contemplate? There are
three classes of guarantee which force themselves upon
us in such cases as this. These are, known or reputed
wealth ; a long-established high position as traders; the
Possession of sound judgment and great discretion. We say:
nothing as to charaeter for honour and probity, which, of
course, are indispensable, in addition to the above. With-

out intending any disrespect to Messrs. Child, Mills, and

Co., we feel it to be our duty to say that they do not
possess either of the two first-named qualifications. They
are doubtless very honourable, upright men; but they are
not men of known or reputed wealth; nor can a house
which has existed only sowe two, we believe at most three
years, enjoy & long-established high position as traders.
We are thrown back, therefore, on the third class of quali-
fication—viz., sound judgment and great discretion. Have
they previously established & reputation for, or given evi-
dence in the present instance of such judgment and dis-
cretion 7 We cannot say so. We have heard them spoken
of as bold and rdventurous; qualities which may possibly
in the West African trade lead hereafter, under favouring
circumstances, o great commercial eminence; but we
bave never heard them praised for sound judgment and
great discretion. And what evidence have they given of
the possession of such guarantee, in the preparation of
the project which has forced us thus to allude to them P
Does it shine forth in their arrangements for carrying on
this important business of banking on which they now seek
toenter ? Our information, as we have before remarked,
is very limited, much more limited than it ought to be ; but
itextendsthusfar. The promotersare Mr. Child, Mr. Hornby,
and Mr. Mills, the three partners of the firm of Child,
Mills, and Co. These, with other persons who 1may join,
are to form the Corporation; and they, Mr. Child, Mr,
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Hornby, and Mr. MMills, as promoters and first members of
the Corporatiop, appoint the Directors. These Directors,
we are Informed, are to be nof less than three nor more than

. seren,  And who are the three they bave nominated in the

QOrdinance ? Weare informed that the three are Mr. Child,
Mr. Hornby, and Mr. Harris—that is, two of themselves
and an agent or partner, acting for or with them, at Sher-
bro, in Africa. Mr. Harris has been very long known to
most of the persons connected with the trade of West
Africa; and in a matter of this importance we must be
allowed to say that whatever merit he may have as a trader
in the eyes of Messrs. Child, Hornby, and Mills, he has not
established that sort of reputation on the coast that should
have -induced, or would have justified, persons of sound
judgment and preat discretion to nominate him as a
Director until the end of 1875, possibly one of a body of
only three directors ; since the bank, if we are rightly in-
formed, need not necessarily have more than three. It is
not our fault that we are thus compelled, prima facie, to
pronounce against the Ordinance of Incorporation, which
the Legislative Assembly of Sierra Leone bas hastily en-
acted, and which now lies before the Secretary of State
for the Colonies.for.appreval. “We think we have at least
shown cause, even with the imperfect information we
possess, why the Secretary.of State should pause and.take
counsel with others than the said promoters, as to the pro-
priety of confirming the said Ordinence. . We must confess
that wherever a bank-of deposit and -issue at Sierra Leone
may become indispensable, we should expect far higher
qualifications in a directorate, and far more solid guarantees
than appear in the present application to the Colonial-

‘office. It.must be borne in mind also that this.may be

but the prelude to applications for an Ordinance to the
Legislative Councils of Cape Coast, Lagos, and the Gambia,
for similar powers of issuze of notes payable to bearer on
demard. It may:be urged in reply that the question of

-sufBeient guarantees being given by the three nominated

directors, is rather one for those- who may be induced to
become shareholders in this projected Bank of West Africa,
with a capital of 200,000, in 20,000 shares, of 10l. each
(liable, however, to ‘the extent of 20/, each share). We
do not view it in this light. We.have nothing to do with
the protection of shareholders who choose to go blindfold
into investments, We have had an instauce of late how
uninformed people may be gulled and netted. Qur exposé
of the Liberian Loan did not prevent some people from
going into that extrsordinary investmeut. - What we
have to do with is, the people of West Africa,
their interest and welfare, and. a healthy condition
of trade on their coast; .and o far as'weare able to judge
at-present these seem to us to-be menaced with great and
serious danger by.the project of which we have been treat-
ing. It is possible that our opinions may undergoa change
whenever -we sball have the Ordinance before us, and be
enabled to examine it in all its details. This we shall no
doubt (D.V.) beabletodobeforeour May number isissued. But
we do not think any restrictionin the Ordinance, oranyother
consideration, could overcome the objections we have urged
as regards the directorate, &c.; and—at least until we see
reason to change our opinion as above expressed-—1we feel it
our -duty to urge respectfully on the Right. Hon. the
Secretary of State for the Colonies not to give his sanction
to any such Ordinance ; at least until after very full and
baustiveinquiry. Weobserve that Messrs. Child, Mills, and
Co.informusthat “the Ordinance isduetoan applicationsup-
ported by a large number of influential houses having ex-
tensive trading interests on the Coast.”” It seems strange
that we pever heard of it. We must, of course, ses who
these houses are; oand have at least the hope that the
Secretary of State will furnish us with the information
which is thus hinted at. We shall be able to judge what
weight ought to be given to their support of such a project.
At all events this 13 not a matter which can be carried
through in the dark; elthough it seems to us to have
been &0 supposed, when a copy of the Ordinance was re-
fused to us by Messts. Child, Mills, and Co. We shall
find out, sooner or later, what influences were brought to
bear upon the Sierra Leone Legislative Council to induce
them to pass such an Ordinence. It is well known that

our opinion of that Council is not at all a high one. There
is one plex_nber of it, however, who possesses an_acute
and solid judgment; and a most intimate knowledge of
West Coast affairs. Was Mr. Heddle, although absent,
consulted by any of his colleagues in the Council relative
to this Ordinance, or to another about which we hear
something, of a subsidized line of steamers between Sierra
Leone, Sherbro, and the Gambia, proposed to be organised
also by Messrs. Child, Mills, and Co.? °

CAPTAIN GLOVER ». LAGOS, ABEOKUTA, AND
PORTO NOVO.
Harrivy for us we ore not too proud to learn. We never
dispute the evidence of facts when they are forced upon us.
Some years ago we do not hesitate to confess that we
doubted the wisdom of the Colonial-office regulation
limiting the number of years during which a governor or
adminpistrator could be allowed to remain in charge of any
one particular colony or settlement. * Our reason might
be found in our disbelief that every man whom it might
please the Colonial-office, for any one of the many con-
siderations which influence there, to select for these offices
must necessarily be a heaven-born ruler. We thought,
therefore, that after a few years experience a man would
be better qualified to rule the colony or settlement placed
under his charge than he was at the offset. And so he
doubtless would be, were not the value of that inéreased
knowledge outweighed by the evils too frequently. gaining
strength while it is being obtained. Pride and vanity are
not unfrequently more opposed than even inexperience to
beneficial rule.  Captain Glover has shown us that tife
regulation of the Colonial-office above alluded to is a sound
one, by the évils that have attended the setting it aside in
his ‘case. He has not gained wisdom by experience; his
pride and vanity, whick never registered very low in the
barometrical tube of human character and passions, have
dangerously increased, and prevented him from profiting
by the lessons of the past.  He seems to think that Lagos
was created for Aim, instead of his being merely nominated
to a temporary connexion with ff. In no other way can
we account for his present conduct.  He set out with a
desire to annex Porto Novo, to humble Abeokuta, and
establish a claim to as much territory as possible on the
mainland in the direction of that town. Although the
British Government disapproved the intended annexation
of Porto Novo, we have seen that of late he has allowed an
address to be promoted by his creatures, and signed and
presented to him at Lagos, asking him to annex that
place; and he has made threatening demonstratiuns, by his
armed steamer, his Houssa troops, and the firing of guus and
rockets, against that place. Although his open antagonism
with Abeokuta produced so much commercial ruin ‘at
Lagos in 1863-7, and withoat doubt had achieved no good
whatever, we have seen him at a later time in the affair
“Tavi” venturing in the same direction; subjecting
thereby many of the merchants and traders in Lagos to
great loss and inconvenience, without any beneficial public
object to be thereby attained. And now, again, in the
most unjustifiable, because unnecessary, * prohibition of
export of arms ordinance;” by irritating and insulting
messages to theauthorities of Abeokuta; and by permitting
that same ill-omened *Tuvi” to recommence his man-
ceuvres for creating troubles with the Egbas at Iseri,
he bas proved his unfitness for the post he occupies,
because he prefers to listen to the pernicious dictates
of his vanity, pride, and hatred, instead of to the
voice of the important commercial interests of Xagos,
The greatest and most valuable commercial relations of
Lagos are with the Egbas, whose chief town is Lagos, and
with Port Novo and its neighbourhood ; yet has he per-
sistently surrounded himself with the bitterest enemies of .
the Egbas. It has always been a saying in Lagos that a
sure path to his favour and patronage is to show hatred to
the Egbas; so fond is he of seeing his own passion and
prejudice reflected in those around him. This is again
becoming a very serious matter. The yearly commerce of
Lagos with Europe, and principally with England, counts
by bundreds of thousands of pounds; and with ull due
respect to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for
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the Colonies, it is cur duty to affirm and reaffirm, that it
is a scandalous abuse of power for the Colonial-office to
allow & trade and commerce so important to be made the
sport of an insane hatred of the Egba people—a morbid
vanity that craves for constant flattery from unworthy
sycophants—a pride that seeks for gratification even at
the expense of ruin to those whose interests it is his espe-
cial duty to watch over, to guard, and to promote. It is,
perhaps, ungrateful in us to write thus of one who has
lately paid us a very high compliment. We felt it to be
our duty, during the month of December last, to bring
Captain Glover and the course be was then pursuing at
Lagos, to the great disturbance of the public mind, under
the special notice of Earl Kimberley. The correspondence
appears in our Jenuary number. In reply to our repre-
sentation relative to the * prohibition of the export of
arms ordinance,” his lordship informed us that the said
ordinance was passed by the Lagos Council in pursuance
of his lordship’s instructions. Copies of these letters, it
would seem, were sent off to Lagos by the Colonial-office,
and Captain Glover did us the honour to print them and
placard them in Lagos (at the public expense, of course),
and even to send copies of them to some of our best known
friends, thus anticipating the publication of them in the
African Times (cide letter, p. 118). It would have beer
difficult for the Administrator of Lagos to have given a
more convincing proof of the importance, in bis estima-
tion, of our intervention in Lagos affairs.  We for a long
time abstained from any such intervention, except to praise
Captain Glover for certain sanitary and other measures
calculated to improve Lagos.. We knew but too well,
from occasioxal indications, that the old disease was still
in the Administrator’s mind, and that the long enjoyment
of uncontrolled power in l.agos was making him imperious
and arbitrary. It was only, however, when the said dis-
ease came once more to a head, and even some of his most
devoted admirers were filled with alarm and apprehension,
that we felt it to be an imperative duty on our part to
interfere ; and that interference, we believe, will not be
without fruit—aye, and good fruit too. - Captaiz Glover’s
policy, or rather impolicy, dangerous and full of the

elemeunts of destruction, will not bear the official and public.

scrutiny to which we are subjecting it. The strong light
of truth which we ‘direct vpon it will show it in all its
criminal error ; for such administrative errors are criminal.
There cannot be any such secrecy in the political relations
of Lagos with the adjoining countries—a commercial em-
porium, with its sale and supply markets—that n grave
complication, justifying such measures as we have referred

to the consideration of Earl Kimberley should exist without

the merchants and traders of Lagos knowing all about it.
So far ds our information extends—and its sources are
many and reliable—no merchant or trader at Lagos whose
opinion is worth a moment’s regard, can find any compli-
cation to justify them. If it exists, therefore, it must be

- that it is 1he creation of the Governor’s own mind, or.has

been created expressly for his mind by the wretched flat-
terers who surround him, and have fastened themselves by
his favour, like birds of prey, upon the revenues of Lagos.
The propaganda of trade and civilization from Lagos must

- be an entirely pacific and conciliatory one, if it is to have

any success ; and such distribution in hot haste of 1,000
muskets, as is described in the leiter above referred to, is
ueither pacific nor conciliatory ; but, on the contrary, an
insane, wasteful, and dangerous 'expeuditure of Colonial
revenue, that cannot be too strongly condemned. As we
know, however, that our counsel has weight with the
Egbas, we venture to express the hope that they will shame
the intemperate folly of the Administrator of Lages, by
their wisdom and patience. They have only to wait a
short time ; and, in the natural course of events, a beneficial
change will assuredly come—a change that will establish
the peaceful relatious of Lagos with all the interior coun-
tries, and, above all, with Abeckuta, upon a firm and sure
foundation.

Rev. Ropert Morratr, THE AFxicsy Misstoxary.—During Her
Alsjesty’s brief stay at Gosport, whilst ¢n soute to Windsor, the
Rev. Robsrt Moffait was presented to Her Majesty by Colone]

Ponsonby, Equerry-in-Wailing.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Magcr 26, 1872.
7HE SLAVE-TEADE IN THE PERSIAN GULF.
Mr. Easrwick had a notice on the paper to ask the Under-
Secretary of State for India whether the slave-trade had been
suppresced in the Persian Gulf; and, if not, whether any vessels
engaged in that trade had been captured there since 1864; and,
if s0, whether he would lay upon the table of the House the par-
ticulsrs of their capture and of the sdjudication upon them.
The hon. Member postponed the question to a future oppor-
{unity.
APprIL 12, 1872,

Mi. Esstwick asked the Under-Secretary of State for the
Colonies whether any vessels carrying slaves had beea captured
in the Persian Gulf since the 1st of Jauuary, 1864, as no such
captures appeared in the return dated 13th of June, 1870; and,
if not, whether that was owing to the suppression of the trade in
the Gulf. :

Lord Exrrerp said that only three slave vessels had been cap-
fured in the Persian Gulf since Jan. 1, 1864, and these three
were captared by Her Majesty's ship Magpie in June last. . The
fact of so few captures srose, not from the suppression of the
trade, but from the circumstance that in the dutumn, when slave
ships were mostly engaged in this traffic, Her Majesty’s ships
were mostly engaged in watehing the African ports or & point in

the ocean which elavers had to pass.
FroAY, APRIL 19,
SLAVERY.

- Mr. T. HuerEs csalled attention to the incidents of the civil -

war in Cubs, in connexion with the question of slavery; and
moved ““tbat an humble address be presented to Her Msjeaty
praying Her Msjesty that she will be graciously pleased to. urge
upon the Spanish Government the fulfilment, without further
delay, of those treaty obligations in respect to the slave popula-
tion of Cuba which have been 50 long néglected.” It might be
said that matters of this kind did not now much interest the
House of Commons, and that the country was tired of the
expense of the West African Settlements, and of keeping up a
squadron for the suppressionof the slave-trade. If that were
g0, he chould consider it a great misfortune, but he by no means
beliesed such to be the case. He should not have approsched
the subject had not -the hands of this country been clean in the
watter. What was the opinion in Spain at the present momeat?
By thie last papers he had had the opportunity of seeing he found
that public meetings had been held in Barcelons, Leon,
Sslamanca, Badajoz, and Madrid, at which the Goverameat had
been called upon to carry out the prisciples of the Revolution of
1868 and to emancipate the elaves in the Spanish colonies. = The

favour of emancipation.. What was the state of things in Cuba
at the beginning of the revolutionsry war? The revolution
which had had the effect of changing the dynasty broke out in
September, 1868, and in the course of a few months & new
government was formed, and on the 1lth March, 1869, the
Assembly of Cuba declared that slavery was abolished. The
immediate effect of that declaration was the liberation of
100,000 slaves, of whom the Spanish Government took pos-
session, and worked them for the bepefit of that government,
and the amount realised by them in 1871 was 15,000,000 reals.
Esrly in April a proclamation was issued to the effect that
every man above the age of fifteen, in the districts subject to the
National Assembly, who might be found absent, should be
summarily chot, and that the troops should burn all the
unoccupied houses. He was not aware that any remonstrance
had been made on the subject, but hoped that some notice of the
matter had been taken by Her Majesty’s Government. The real
government of Cuba had now gotinto the hands of those Spaniards
who were called Cuban Volurnteers, who {yrannised over the
whole population, and in December last a number of medical
students were murdered at the Havannah. It appeared that the
Yolunteers met and asked the Captain-General to have all the
students tried by court-martial, that forty-four of them were
arrested, that eight of them were ordered to be shot, that thirty
were sent to the chain gangs, and that on the following morning
the sentence was carried out. The only reason for the escape of
six otber students was that they were connected either with
English or American families, The defence of the Captain-
General was thatif he had not ordered the execution of the eight
students the whole of the others would have been butchered by the
Volunteers. When seventy-seven members of the Cortes in
Mudrid entreated the Kiog to interfere in favour of the thirty
students the King telegraphed to Cuba in order that they might
at once be released, but the Captain-General declared that he
dered mot relesse them, because if he did so they would be
murdered, and rivers of blood would flow. It bad been said that
the rebellion was almost st an end. But the fact that 30,000

troops were to be despatched to the island in the present year—

popular feeling in Spsin and in the Spsnish colonies was in-
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that in the irlsnd there were 59,000 rank and file, 60,000
Volunteers, and on the coast some fifty vessels carrying 206 guns

. —were suffcient to show that there was no great probability of

the war ending very speedily. The loss of life smong the
Spaniards and Cobans had been frightful, and of 100,000 who had
left Spain for Cuba 50,000 had died. With respect to the ques-
tion of slavery, during the late rebellion a new form of slavery
had beea established in Cuba—the slavery of the Chiness. The
rule was that they were to serve for eight years at the rate of
43 dollars a month, but in Décember last an edict was issued
altering the state of the Chinese in Cuba, and a second com-
pulsory sersice of eight years was imposed ou every Chinsman
in the island, and on their refusing to agree to the terms of
servitude they became the slavesand property of the Government.
The new Captain-General had established the absolute slavery of
every Chinsman now in Cuba. Two companies had been formed
in Havannah for tke special purpose of importing Chinese coolies
into Cuba, and sdveriizements lately published by those com-
panies in the Cuban journals showed that four vessels contain-
ing 1,900 of those unfortunate slaves were on their way to Cubs,
and that 850 of them would be offered for sale by the one, and 950
by the other compsany. It might be asked, ¢ Suppo:ing all this
to be true, what right has any other nation to interfere in the
matter > ‘Rt certainly England had a right to interfere on two
gronnds. The first wes that the Goveroment of Spsin were
pouriog Cuban refugees, who were utterly destitnte, into our
islands; seoding them to Jamaica, for instance, and instructing
the captains of the vessels that conveyed them to laud them any-
where on the coast. Bot the sccond and strongest justification
of our interference was afforded by the fact that Spain had bound
herself by treaties with this covntry to put down the slave-tradein
hercolonies. Under & treaty madein 1817, wehad paid 400,0007. as
compensstion for the loss they would suffer in the abolition of the
slave-trade, snd a .pecond freaty was.made in 1835, as the firal
was not found to work successfully, and in the second treaty the
slave-trade was declared on the part of Spain to be henceforth
entirely abandoned in all parts of the world. Of course those
treuties did not 2pply to those negroes who, when the first treaty
was made, were in caplivity in Cuba, but they applied to every
pther negro who should be thereafter landed ; and since then the
number of negroes who hed been imported into Cuba had in-
created at least five or six fold. - It was quite clear, therefore,
that the greater part of the black population now existing in Cuba

'had either been imported since 1820 or were the children of those

who had been so imported. But the fact was that both the treaties
had been neglected by the Spanish Government. . Over snd over
again the late Lord Palmerston had applied to the Court of Spain
percmptorily insisting on the fulfilment of these engagements, but
the state of things had not been altered. The question then
arose, what could Her Majesty’s Government do in the cass as if
stood at present? It was said that Spain was almost in a state of
revolution, and that it wonM be au act of unfriendliness to press
our clsims at the pretent {ime. But he felt that the time must
come when such claims must be pressed, and he did not think
that such a course would be an unfriendly act, or that it would
at all imperil the. throne of tbe yourg King Amadeo. Qa the
contrary, it was his conviction the throne would be better secured
by a preesure from our Government if it should lead to emanci-
pation in Cuba. Other powers had already intervened to a certain
extent in the matter, and the United States had meade stern protests
to the Government of Spain, and it therefore could not bte sn
unfriendly thing to urge the young Kinog of Spain to proclaim
emancipation at ooce. He believed most sincerely that if eman.
cipation weére proclaimed, it would give by far the best chance
of terminating the rebellion in Cuba without separating the island
from the Spanish crown. He thought that our Goveroment should
press at once and firmly for the fulfilment of Spaia’s tresty
obligations, that all negroes not native bora who were now in the
island of Cuba, and all the children of negroes who were not in
the island in 1820, should be at once emancipated. The Spanish
Goverument should also be urged to allow the appointment of
our Lonsul-General, or some other competent person, as a Con-
missiorer for the Chinese on the islaud, and he was certain that
notbing but some such arrangement as that would put a stop to
the new slave-trade from Chins, which had been in operation
gince the beginning of last year. The hon. and learned gentle-
man concluded by making the motion which he had placed upon
the paper. .

Wr, Grorrs, in'eeconding the motion, expressed his belief that
there wss in the Foreign-office, and in this country generally, &
slrong desire to see slavery abolished and the engagements which
Spain had entered into fulfilled, and he hoped the House would
that night give authority to the Government to eay to Spain, in
terms that could not be misunderstood, “We are tired, after the
sum of money we have paid you for the sbolition of slavery, of

into with us.” We had aright to ask Spaia to fulfil her contract
with us if we could satisfy ourselves that the Caban insurrection
had grown out of the question of slavery. This insarrection wasan
anti-slavery movement, as was shown by the fact that slavery
no longer existed in Cuba, except where the Spanich Govern-
ment maintained its inflaence. (Hear, hear.) It would be a
friendly act to urge the Spanish Gorernment to abolish slavery.
The rejection of the motion would not express tha trae feeling
of the House, and he hoped the effect of this debate might be to
stir up something of that old anti-slavery feeling which was one
of the finest characteristics of our better nature.” (Hear.)

Mr. Serjeant Sruox having a personal kuowledge of Caba, he
waas able to tell the House that for at least forty years the Cubuns.
had held the government under which they had lived in detes-
tation. The bighest appointments in the island were given to-
men sent oot from Spain, not so much to administer important
fuouctions as to enrich themselves. He keew an instance in one
important city of a collector of revenne who had been three times.
dismissed for peculation, and as often reinstated by the influence
of his family at home. It was a well-knowa fact that governors
who went out to Cuba mere soldiers returned to Spain rich men
covered with decorations. - The strong desire of the Cubans for-
amelioration in the management of their affairs had wideuned and
deepened, untilat last they arrivedatthe conviction that they could
only achieve liberty by the means to which they had lately had re-
course. The leading men of a country must be expected to take
part in & great national movemeunt, and the unfortnaate gentle-
men described a5 living a luxurious life in New York had em-
ployed the only means open to them as exiles of protesting
against the oppression of the military rule of Spain, He could
never Torget the hideons spectacles that he had seen in the prose-

cution of ‘this horrible traffic. The cost of fitting out several
vessels was comparatively small, anl was, likely to be recouped
by the chances of escape. It was of great importance that this
country should keep a sharp eye lest a similsr trade should be-
brought into vigorous aclivity, or at all events to see that
adequate protection was afforded against the infliction of cruelty.
He repudiated the general doctrine of interfereuce in the affairs
of other nations, but in such an interference as this there was.
nothing which was opposed tojthe comity of nations, besides which
this country and Spain had entered into treaty obligations on
tbe subject, .

Mr. R. N. Fowrer wished to eay that his honourable and
gallant friend the Member for Hereford (Major Arbuthnot) had
been misunderstood in the observations he had made. He (Mr..
R. N. Fowler) wished to express his thanks to his noble friend
opposite for his production of the papers which had been moved
for some weeks ago. He desired to direct attention to the great-
disparity of the sexes in the importations of Chiness into
Cabs, the proportion being 34,025 males to 25 females. He
did not wish to go inlo the state of things which existed at
present in Cubs, but he hoped the result of this motion would
be ta strengthen the handsof the Government in using the power
of England in putting an end to the lamentable condition of
things at present existing.

Sir C. Wixoriziv regarded the conduct of the Spanish Govern-
ment in this matter as insdequate and illusory. The system
of “patronsge'’ “was still to continue, and the most strinzent
regulations were in danger of becoming inoperative when their
exccution was left to unwilling sgents. As to the condition of
the Chinese coolies in Cuba it ceemed that they were absolately
sold on their arrival. Asiatic colonisation in Cuba bore a strong
resemblance to pergetual elavery. With all deference to the
right honourable Member for North Staffordshire (Sir C. Adderley)
ke (Sir C. Wingfield) éntirely differed in opinion with him upon
this question.. Macao was the great centre of the emigration
trade, but that emigration was voluntary in name only. Within
the last few days they had had placed in their hands a enrre-
spondence which ravealed fresh horrors in this apecies of traffic.
Their rales might not be bad =0 far as they went, but they were
not carried out in good faith, for Macao was deeply interested
in the emigration trade. If the authorities desired that wo
coolies should be sent away without their owa consent, why did
they not dispense with the armed guard? (Hear, hear.) But
the Portuguese Government expressed no horror, or even regret,
at what had occurred, but made the allegation, which scemed
rather impudent, that the frade carried on from Hong-Kong was
quite as bad. It was difficalt to imagine a more disrespectful
reply to the remonstrances of the British Government. He would
suggest to the noble lord the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs
(Lord Eofield) to devise some measure, in conjunction with the
American Government, for stopping this ewigration, Very few
of those who emigrated were allowed to return from Cubds, but
those who did would recounf the horrors through which they
bad passed. He hoped that the Government would take some

sefing -the prerent stale of things going en, and we must press
upon you the fulfilment of the engsgement’ which you entered

more deoisive steps against o governmeat which had showa itself
0 indifferent to human ruffering. - - - .
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Lord Exsrerp expressed his sympathy in the spirit of the
observations with which the hon. Member for Frome had brought
forward this motion. But the question was really one of the
fulflment of treaty obligations. Disturbances in the Island of
Cuba, having reference to this general question, had broken out
s> far back as 1823, and there had been arcaewal of disturbances
up to the present time; and although opinion was very much
divided among the political factions which had sway in that
country, there was unfortuoately one feeling which united them
all, and oue determination which influenced their action, namely,
that uatil the insurrection was suppressed they refused to carry
out their treaty obligations to this country at all. Unpalatable
as this was they must sympathise with the pecaliarities of the
position in which the Spanish Government was placed af the
present moment. They would be ouly acting fairly if they kept
in mind what was the exact state of the tresty obligations
between Spain and this country. The principal trealy on which
reliance was to be placed in any representation they might make
to the Spanish Government was that of the 28th June, 1835.
By that treaty the Spanish Governmeat declared that thenceforth
the slave-trade ehould be abolished in all parts of its dominions,
that Spanish subjects should not be concerned in carrying out the
traffic, and that the Spanich flag should not be employed init. The
treaty was designed for the effectual stopping of the African slave-
trade, and for the better regulation of the captured negroes who might
be taken out of the cruisers. But that treaty gave mo right to
this country to interfere with the status of slavery in the Spanish
possessions. That should be borne in mind by the House. By
that treaty this country obtained clear and definite stipulations
that Spain should suppress the traffic, that the captured negroes
should be humanely treated, and that they should be restored to

_their couatry.. Spain, however, had complete liberty to say

whether or not she would retain slavery throughout her posses-
sions. 1t would orly be right for him to say that the treaty
obligations. with Spain, s> far as regarded the African slave-
trade, had been fairly and honestly fulfilled. There was no
authentic record of any slaves having been landed i the Spanish

dominions during the last five years.

{To ba concluded in our next number, togetber with some com-
ments on this most vusatisfactiory debate,)

OTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED and -

PACKED by TWALKER'S PATENT ROTATING
PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. Sugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, and
every kind of Machine for Africa or India.

12. JAMES.STREET, CITY-ROAD, LONDON.

Afeican Gold Ornaments, Brooches, Earelngs, Rings, Chains, &e.
MR. W. R. TAYLOR begs to inform his numerous customers

'] and the public geserally that from and after the date
bereof .he will be prepared to execute all orders for Gold
Trinkets, &ec.; forwarded to him, provided slways that such
orders are accompanied with remittances. A moderate com-
missicn of ten per cent. will be charged, and none must expect
their orders to be executed unless accompanied with a rediit-
tance. : S
Fort-street, opposite the Castle, Cape Coast.

December 22, 1870.

BRITISH AND AFRICAN :
STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.
HIPPERS are respectfully informed that this Company now

despatch TWO STEAMERS MONTHLY to the WEST
COAST of AFRICA., .

The fine new Screw Steamers ,
) BONNY . . . . . . . . . LIBERIA
2R\ ROQUELLE . . . . . . . . VULTA
R ey CONGO .. . . . . . . . . LOANDA
Wilt SAIL TWICE MONTHLY between LIVERPOOL and
the following Ports on the West Coast of Africa (calling at

PALMAS, CAPE COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, JELLAH
COFFEE, LAGOS, BENIN, BONNY, FERNANDO PO, and
OLD CALABAR. The days of Sailing from Liverpool are the
6tb and 18th of each month. .

For further information apply in Loodon to Messrs, MarcoLy,
Hupsox, and Co., 5, Crosby-square; in Glasgow, to Tavrog,

LsverLaxp, and Co,, 24, Oswald-street; and in Liverpool to
ELDER, DEMPSTER, & CO., 48, Castle-street.

Maperes)—viz.,  SIERRA LEONE, MONROVIA, CAPR.

SYDENHAM HOUSE, 50, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON.

SAMUEL BROTHERS,

MERCHANT TAILORS AND OQOUTFITTERS.
On the System of Charging the Lowest Price possible for Ready Money. )

LONDON CLOTHING.—Perfection in Style and Fit is supplisd by the sid of ithe pew Selfmessure Rules, as g'u-env below

During twenty-five years their Clothing has been celebrated for sound economy, perfect fitling, and the mos§ gentlemanlike style.

Morsise axp Brsixess Suirs.
TROUSERS . « . =+ +» ' « =
Daress axp ProMENADE Svirs.
TrousERS . . . . . .

THE WORLD-FAMED SYDENHAM SUITS AT 5%.

Are manufactured in suitable styles for all occasions, and in the various substances of
Cloth for all Climates.

STATE, LAW, AND CLERICAL ROBES SUPPLIED AT VERY ADVANTAGEOUS
PRICES. . )
THE NEW BOOK ON GENTLEMEN’'S ATTIRE
Coutains Fortythree Epgravings to represent the Fashionable Styles.
Prica 1s.,deducted froma purchase {post-free).

SYDENHAM

42s, 0d. to 84s. 0d.
.. 14s.0d. ,, 28s 0d.
. . 89 0d. ,, 1li4s. Cd.
15s. 64. ,, 30s. 0d. -

Any garme‘nt can be supplied by sending the following measures: Give, 1X INCHE3,
whole height of person. For a Cosr: Round the breast, rouad the waist, from centre
of back to the wrist; for length of sleave, arm bent. For Waistcosr: Round breast
Gy .ud waist. For Trousees: Length outside seam from .top to bottom, length insidke TRQOUSERS.
+ seam from fork to bottom, ruund the waist, round the seat. :

 Parrerxs axp List of Paices Post FreE.

SAMUEL BROTHERS GUARANTEE TO SUPPLY, IN EVERY CLASS, PERMANENT COLOURS; GENTLEMANLY STYLE
SOUND WORKMANSHIP, AND PERFECT FIT,

& Messrs. Samuel Brothers find it necessary to state that the Postage of Letters must be Prepaid, or they will not be }ece}red.

SAMUEL BROTHERS 50 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON ENGLAND.
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