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“FOR GOD, AND GOOD. TO AFRIOA AND HER PEOPLE.”

“ Talk to ma anywhere of Power, and Il tell you of Protection. Mention a Magistrate, and ths idea follows of Property. Show
me any Government, and you are o ses ths proposzd interest of those governsd. Power constituted otherwise is a monster
that {8 impossible in every system wiers thers i any notion of the justice of God or the good of mankind.”—Epxuxp BurkE.

“If any Colonist suflers from injustice, whatsver may be his class, Ais condition, or his colour, R Aas & right to redress at

ths hands of ths Colonial Minister in this country.”—EARL or CARNARYVON, SECRETARY oF STATE FoR THE COLONIES,
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AFRICAN AGENGY

‘For Transacting Business in England for Native and other Traders on the West Coast of Africa,

IN consequence of wishes expressed from all parls of the West Cosst, Mz FrrzGerarp has made arrangements for selling
produce consigned to him by ships to London or Liverpool; and purchasing, and shipping goods ordered against the proceeds
of consignments or other effective remittsnces only, from either of the above ports, on a system by which the greatest possible-

~~8dvantage of the markets will be secured to the Arricax Traper; and, as time 18 very important fo small capitatalists return goods

“will be eent off in ell cases without any delay beyond such as may sometimes be caused by manufacturers.
Al letters and bills of ladiog, whether the shipments be to or from London or Liverpool, to be addressed .
S - F. FITZGERALD, Esq., :
LT 121, Fleet-street, London, E.C.
N.B.—Open Policies on Insurancs for Produce from the Coast by the Mail Steamers; but intended Shipments should be
‘ advised if possible.

| B APRIT, 1873. ”
BRITISH AND AFRICAN STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

The eplendid Stesmship LIBERIA is intended fo be despstched from GLASGOW on MARCH 29, 1873, and from
LIVERPOOL on . the 6th APRIL, at 7 awm, for Madeira, Grand Cavary, Siera Leone, Monrovia, Cape Palmas,
Cspo Coast Castle, Accrs, Jellak Coffee, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Fernando Po, 20d Old Calabar; this Steamer will

" alw take Cargo for New Calabar, Brase, Benin, and Qpobo (delivering inside the bara), the same to be traoshipped at .
Bonny, end forwerded by branch Steamer, at Shipper’s risk. (00DS will be received in GLASGOW up to 6 ».. on the
28th MARCH, and at ‘the Loading Berth in LIVERPOOL (North Side Coburg Dock) up to Noox, oa- the 5th APRIL
Passengers will embark by Steam Tender from Prince's Landing Stage at 7 a\x. on the day of sailing. Steamer sails 7 a.x.

- The following departure is intended to be the Rtesmship CONGO, which will Jeave LIVERPOOL DIRECT on
the 18th-APRIL, at 10.30 a.x., for Madeirs, Teneriffe, Sierra Leone, Mourovia, Cape Palmas, Half Jack, Cape Coast Castle, Accra,
Jellah Coffee, Lagos, Benin, Boany, Fernendo Po, Old Calabar, ard taking cargo for delivery by branch steamer inside the bars of
New Cslabar, Brass, Benin, and Opobo.  Goods will be received in Glasgow up to 6 r.x. on the 11th (leaving thers on the 12th),
and io Liverpool up to 6 r.x. on the 17th. Palsengers will embark'at 10 a.x. on the day of sailing,

¢ Qoods for Sierra Leone will be landed there at Ship’s expense, but Shipper’s risk. Al Goods while on board the Company’s
hulk at-Benny, to be at Shipper's or Consignee's risk,

-_ Bills of Lsding of the Company’s Form can be obtained from Tmowas Mogriy and 8oy, 91, Buchanan-sireet, Glasgow ; and
D. Maprirs, 508, Lord-street, Liverpool. Al letfers must pass throngh the Post-office. !

- For further ioformation apply in London to Messrs, Murcory, Hupsow, and Co., 5, Crosby-square; in Glasgow to Tarioz,
LaterLaxp, a:.:d Co., 24, Oswald-street;_ and in Liverpoo), to EBuoer, Drursrer, and Co., 48, Castle-street.

- (= Shippers sre respectfully informed that Cargo can now be taken by the Steamers of fhe 6th and 18th
for delivery inside the Bars of NEW CALABAR, BRASS, BENIN, and OPOBO. The Goods will be transhipped
at Bonny, and forwarded by Branch Steamer.

WEST COAST MAILS. : PIPARTURES.
. . AERIVALS, British and African 8. N, Co.'s Loands, March 6.
- Afiiean 8 8. Co.’s Afiiea, March 9, : African Steamship Co.’s Benin, March 12,
RBritish and Afriean 8.N. Co.’s Congo, March 18. British agd African 8.N. Co.’s Bonny, March 18.

Afriean 8.8, Co.’s Biafrs, March 25. ' The Afriean Steamship Co ica i inted
African 8.8 Co.’s Soudm’, Mazch 26. March 30, e p Compuoy's Altica is sppointed to Lears




102 THE AFRICAN TIMES.

[Marcr 29, 1878.

TBE ASHANTI WAR. .
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMEA.
Cape Coast, 28th February, 1873.
Bir,~The ! Protectorate™ is again invaded by the Ashantis;
Aﬂlllid they are now but someseven or eight hours’ journey from

8,

Their progress from the Prah -to Odoomassie has been mnoon-
tested—our feeble forces having fallen back as the enemy ad-
vanced—without any atterpt to impede their onward courss, as
they are but & handful of men in comparison with the enormous
force that our foes have brought into the field. Farther than this,
our forces are in no way organized; they are like a flock -without
a ehepherd. At the present moment we have not more than 4,000

~or 5,000 men in the field, whilst the enemy is ten times as
numeroue. This is the result of the stupid, senseless, idiotic, and
suicidal policy that has been pursued by our Government since
1864, and of the non-recogaition of the Fanti Confederation by
Her Majesty’s Government,

Our policy since that time has made us the laughing-stock of
the Ashantis, and has given them such confidence in their
superiority over us that they look down upon us.and our Go-
vernment with contempt—and rightly so, too.

From whom did overtures first come for peace but from Capa
Coast? It was cur Government who sent the Hononrable George
Blankson on a wild goose chase to the Prah to induce the King
of Achanti fo reopen trade; and that mission ended in the peace
hoax of Colonel Conran, It was our Government that renewed
negotiations for peace (for they were neither more nor lesa than
that) after it had been so focled by the King of Achanti. It
was our Governmeat who made use of Prince Ansah’s services, on
his repeated visits to Coomassie, to endeavour to induce the
Ashantis to let * bygones be bygones.” It was our Government
that, in spite of, and in girect opposition to the feelings and
withes of our peoples, sent up from here, from time to time, all
Asghantis who had been captured in the campaign of 1863; and
compelled our kings, chiefs, and others to give up all Ashanti
prisoners, eo that his Majesty of Ashanti might be led to lend
a willing ear to their eolicitations. It was our Goveroment
who sent the King of Ashanti # douceurs” (they csll them pre-
gents), so tkat his Majesty might the more readily listen to their
prayers for peace, and his Majesty willingly accepted their
‘* presents,” end laughed at them in his sleeves. It was our
Government who sent to inform his Majesty that they were
ready to double the annual stipend that he was receiving from
the Duftch, as a sop. provided the King would reopen trade, and
not continue to frighten us out of our wits by threatening war,
when we were desirous of going on our kaoees and sueing for
peace. It was our Government that has committed a thousand
other acts as impolitic to scothe the feelings of the outraged
monarch of Ashanti; that danced to any and all the tuncs that
his Msjesty played on his royal diplomatio fiddle, and that will
continue to hop, skip, and dance, after the present disturbsnce, to
whatever tune, the royal fiddler may think fit to treat them to,

But apart from the tomfoolery that our Government has been
playiog, what were, and what are, its reasous for Lot recognising
the Fanti Confederation? Was it because it felt that its sceptre
would gradually slip out of its grasp? or isit because it wishes
to sce us disunited, disorgeniced, ever incapable of fighting our
own battles without callivg on them for aid; ever at the merey
of our enemies, and slmost backward in civilization as we were
twocenturies sgo. Tlie very non-recoguoition of the Confederation
goes to prove that the Government did pot believe that it would
have been a failure ; for if they did, was it not tested ?

It was not brought to birth prematurely, as the course of
events now show. It i3 now mearly two years eince the Con-
stitution was under deliberation; it is now moro than fifteen
months since that Constitution weas drawn up and presented to
Her Majesty’s Government for its sanction and epproval; and
-Quring this pericd what has been done by the Government to
better the condition of our peoples? What has it effected towards
the amelioration and the development of the resources of our

~country ? 'What has become of the large revenue that it has
wrung from the country, and in what particulars have any im-
provements been effected, excepting iu. the one particular of
baving learct ¢ fritter away our money in foolish and uneslled.
for expenses and missions, from which the people have derived,
and do derive, no benefit?

The Qovernment has disunited our kings and chiefs, disorgan-
ized the Confederation, ridiculed any attempts on our side at
self-government, and shown itself as incapable of governing the
country as it seems to have chosen to regard the Confederation to
be of ruling the interior. i

The first object of the Confeleration was to unite our kings
and chiefs for purpose of defence against our common enemy.
The object of the Goverament, on the other band, was evidently
to disunite us, and render ua practicably incapable of acting in
unizon, and then hand us over to our common enemy.

In your leader in your issve of the 30th January last, on the
‘‘Reported Invasion of the Qold Coast by the Kiog of A.uhant],”
you have dealt so ably with the principal questions now engsging
publio attention here, that I cannot presume to add a-single word
or+sentence to what you: have written. I will, howevar,since
opportunity offers—and it may be some time before I am.able to
forward -you any more information—state to_you:a fow incidents
that have lately occurred, - :

You are aware that a echeme was drawn up and’ submitted to
Her Majesty’s Government, some time in April last, in régard to
the Confederation. This echeme, as you well know, was for-
warded through Governor Hennessy, and months elapsed without
our hearing anything further of it. It became imporative .that
we should address his Excellency on the sabject, and we, there-
fore, did so, on the 20th November last; and of that letter and
the reply thereto I now encloss you copies (Appendix 1, 2).
Both are admirsble for their brevity ; but you will perceive that
what was anticipated by the Confederation has occurred, and no
blame can be attached to the members thereof should they con-
sider themseves absolved from their promise, and should they act
in’a manner more conducive to the interests of their coun'ry in
the present crisis: nor.can they be held responsible -if they de-
cline to conform to the *dog-in-the-manger” polioy that the
Government was, and is still, desirous of pursuing. The Home
Government will not take up the whole protectorate, nor will it
permit any other organization to co-operate with it in governing
the country under its recognition ; and yet, when our old enemy
is within our gates, it cries out,  Why don't you defead your-
selves? why don’t every man of you tara out and drive off the
Ashantis? - You cannot expect us to fight- your battles; your
country is invaded, and, iustead .of ¢ being up and doing,’ you
are contented to sit down and let the Ashantis come "and ocut
your throsts, like a parcel of cowards as you are 1” This Hrade
18 very fine; but we might ask, What are you here for? Isit
to protect us, or to fill your pockets and walk off as soon as you
‘think they are suffitiently heavy, or when your health and other
causes render you incapable of any longer holding out in our
climate? What have you done with the enormous revenue that
you have forced out of us? to what purposes have you applied
it? Give us money, the real sinews of war; furnish us with
arms and ammanition in such quantities as we desire and can
use; organize us thoroughly, since you have disunited and demo-
ralized us; and then sce whether we are not capable of holding
our own sgainst the Ashantie. You have given the Lagos
Government some 4,0007. on loan; and now, when we apply for
some of our own money, you poiat to your chest and eay it
is empty. If it is emply, you must obtain money from some
other source; - for money we must have. You send up some
two or three hundred Houssas with an officer, probadbly with
instructions, such as yonu gave late Major Cochrane in
1863, not to come into collision with the enemy, but to
watch his movements, and throw away four or five hundred
pounds a-month more, which might be more profitably expended,
and ask us whether that is not doing all in your power—whether

that is not protecting us. ‘This may be true, but that will not=

furnish our men with food; that witl not satisfy-the eravings of
their stomachs; and we should like to seo you holding out, half-
famished and ready to eat shoe-leather for want of something bet-
ter, against an enemy who has all your stores of food in his pos-
session. A soldier on an empty stomach, although physically
stronger, cannot maintain his poat long sgainst another who,
though not €0 powerful, has had his food; aod to expect a Fanti
to be better capable of doing this is to ask him to perform anim.
possibility. And why should he do 80, whea you have drained him
of his life’s-blood to support a Goverament which, you state, pro-
tects him? QGovernments levy taxes, dalies, &e., from their
peoples, and in retura they protect their sahjects. It isa case of
mutus] obligation; the one Ppays for protection, the other receives
to protect. If our Government has not the money in its own
chest, it must obtaia it, by loan or other means, and give to our
people what is required; and after the war, there will not be
wanting the ways aud means whereby and wherewith to repay it,
A few thousands placed at the disposal of the British officer jn
the feld, 'and of a pative gentleman whom we could name (not
the one who has been the main cause of this Ashanti diBoulty, by
ill-advising the Administrators here), would go a great way, and
would enable us to bring the war to a close in a few weeks;

while, as matters are being conducted now, it will take months -

before we can beat off the enemy. In all their invasions during
the last fifty years, the Ashautis have never advanced 50 far into

the heart of the country aud 60 near our sea-port tdwns; and.

there is nothing to prevent them from makiog their & pearan

here., or at Apamabu or Salt Pond, at any bogur; yet ngthing ?:
reality is being done by us, for the timple reason that we hare
not the wherswittal to carry into execution anjihing that we
may or can plan. That there will be a fearful famine, and that

before many weeks are over, tl’{ere can be no doubt, as the enemy

1
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is eating op the country as he advances, and has at the present
moment our largest and most jmportant plantations in his poszes-
sion, .It behorves, therefore, those in anthority over us to make
provision for such an event, or to prepare to answer for the
deaths that will be laid at their door. They cannot say they have
bad no warning; that their attention has not been called, and
was not called to this in time; for they have heard it from the
lips of the officer (Dr, Rowe) whom they sent into the iaterior,
and we do but repeat what wo have hesrd from that officer.

The first authentic intelligence we had of the Ashantis having
crossed the Prah was on the 26th January last. Biuce then, they
have foreed our people fo fall back, from position after position, till
they are within only & few hours’ journey of aany point of attack
they may choose on the sea-coast line. Nothing up to the present
momenf has beern done towards the defence of any ons of our
principal sea-port towns ; and suck is the panic, that sll our people
in the interior are removing their valuables to such places as
Anamabu, Elmina, Salt Pond, and Cape Coast; angd tHose who,are
rfesiding on the outskirts of this town are removing iato the heart
of it.

The King of Abreh, who sent down the first reliable informa.
tion, requested Mr. Wm. Cleaver, Mr. James F. Amissah, and
myeelf to convey it to Calonel Harloy;. this Mr. Cleaver and Mr.
Amissah did in my absence, and on my return, we all sought the
Adminisirator. We had no cause to complain of our reception
by Colonel Harley. He very kindly listened to what we had to
83y, bul, somebow or other, he would not believe that the
Ashactisnere in very large force, and appeared, therefore, some-
what reluctant to give assistance in arms and ammuuition pro-
portionate to the emergency. Dariaz our discussion, however,
Mr. Amissah stated to the Administrator that our peoples were
determined, since they had not provoked this war, if they were
successful in driving off the enemy, to follow him up to Coomassie
and make a final blow at the Ashanli power, provided we were
assisted by the Governmeat. This Colonel Harley constraed
into treasonable language, refused fo listen to an explanation, and
Mr. Amissah was therefore politely requested to make his exit.
I need not say how much I was taken aback at this, and I believe
that Mr. Cleaver could not have been less- s0; for Mr. Amissah
is the Jat person from whom, cne would be likely to hear treason-
able language, and if he cared about, talking treason, it is not to

- be expected that he would do 50 in the presence of so august a

personsge.” 1 have stated this incident; s a wrong impression
appears to havo got abroad as to.what transpired at the interview,
and I will at once tender the amende Aonoradls to all concerned if
they consider I bave made 1 unwarrantable nse of their namegy
.or bave made public what shonld have gone no further. I trust,
however, that by this time, it hss bccome evident that Afr.
Amwissah is & man of some consequence, and that he was actuated
by the bes§ of motives when he thus spoke. : o

Thisincident, trivial as it is, had very nigh led to consequences
that could not have been calculated upon beforehand; and it has
even had the effect of deterring others from giving sach infor-
malion as they may have, and from communicating with the
authorities here in the frank ond open manner that they.sought
by their proclamation. :

Since this, however, maiters have gone on more harmoniously,
and it is' pleasing to observe that the Governmert is becoming,

- day after day, more alive to the fact of there being somewhat more

than a mere *‘maranding party” of Ashantis within the pro-
tectorate, and of the necessity of their adopting other measures
than bringiog theso ‘“marauders® fo justice, whenever and
wherever they may be found. I trust that they will permit the
Fantis to mete out to their enemies sach justice as they would
receive at their hands. Ashanti juatice consists in decapitatiag
a prisoner; and if the party or psrties who drew up that stapid
and ipsane proclamation had fallen into the hands of the
“ marauders,” they would have had a speedier exif into the
other world, and such a taste of Ashanti justice a3 would have
rendéred them incapable of relishing it ever afterwards.

Now ull these matters, insignificant as they may appear, are
not lost on our people; and the way in which thess applications
are met, and arms and smmaunition dolsd ouf to them, sll tell
tbeir tale. There is an under-current of popular feeling, quietly
but graduslly, and almost imperceptibly, making its way, which
sooner of later must find an outlet.  Thisis palpable to those who
bave paid any attention to the vast change that is, and has been,
slowly but surely atesling over our countryand its peoples; and no-
thipg can be easier than to direct it iato the right chuncel, if people
will be but warned in time, and adopt the n measures.

The Ashantis have not only invaded this part of-the pro-
tectorate, but are also making their way through Apollonia snd
the regions there; and are also heard of about the Volta. A fear-
ful storm is about to burst over the whole country; and the
havoc, devastation, and misery that will be inflicted will be
more fearful than what before was experienced, after the death
of Sir Chas. M‘Carthy; and when men’s passions are roused,

when their wives and children are torn from them, and
slaughtered before their oyes—when all that is near and dear to
them on earth is destroyed, aud famine stares them in the face,
woe be fo those who have brought all this about! woe be
to those whose perfidy and treachery they suspect! Their
clamourous voices may ba even raised agaiast thoss who are in
authority over them, and who have betrayed their trust. The
present war hss not been provoked by our peoples; they
have had no say in the policy that has been recklessly pursued;
they have hed no voice in the Council, a0 vote in the expendi-
ture of the money wrung from them, and which they had earned
by the sweat of their brows. They have been compelled to sit
in silencs, and alltheir money expended in useless missions here
and thers;—on missions to ‘the King of Ashanti, whom they
never believedin; on presents to this same king; on a useless
toy, which was called the * Administrator's yacht,” for which
they paid some 6,0007., and which we hear did not bring ds many
hundreds when put up for sale, and that after she had been here
not more than a year ortwo; and have had to sit with their
hands between their legs, whilst ducks and drakes have been
played with their money.

No one believed throughout the protectorate, not even the
geatleman who pretends to be ompipotent with the King of
Ashanti, that his Majesty ever intended delivering up his
German prisoners just mow ; and if the 1,000/ he asked for
them had been sent up—and.we belisro that it would have been
if this same gentleman conld bave had his way—his  Majesty
would have coolly pocketed the money, retained the white
prisoners, and still have come fo war. Everyone knows the
Ashantis to be a treacherons lot of paople; that they do not
rashly pledge themselves to anything, and when they do, they
have ulterior designs; and how the Government eould have been
induced to place eny confidence in his Majesty of Ashanti, so a3
to compel our peaple from time {0 timeto give up their prisoners,
and fine and disgrace our kings and chiefs, on represenfations
coming from such a soarce, is more than any sane man out heras
can understand. For him, and to suit him, and to oblige and to
calm him, our border kiegs and chiefs were almost invariably
maltreated. Oas can hardly find fault with the Government for
this, as there was someone who was perpetually pouring iato their
ears stories of outrages commilted on pescsabls Askanti tradere,
insults offered to his Majesty, and anythiog thatwould lead the Go.
vernment to believe that we are and werealways the provoking and
aggressing party in «ll disturbances with the Ashantis, We hope
that for the future the Government will not accept all such stories
a3 truth without making inquiries of their own; and not appoiat
people who are related to this same person, or who can bs in-
daced by him or anybody else to distort or conceal facts; and
that in fature communications or negatiations with his Majeaty
of Ashanti, other native gentlemenjand Enropeans of some ex-
perience here will be invited to the Courcils of the Government.
There are muny gentlemen who are as well acquainted with
the Ashaatis as the one who i3 desirons of makiog people believe
that ho has but to say fo him of Ashanti, ‘*Come, aud ke
cometh; Qo, and he goeth;” and who informs the Ashantis that
he is paramount here, aud the authorities listen bat to obey when
he speaks,

Eight and thirly villages—the names of which I encloss
you (Appendix No. 3) have been taken, destroyed, and
plundered by the Ashantis; and as I now write we are every
moment expecting to hear that the Ashantis have driven onr
forces from Yankumassie, and that our troops have fallen back on
Duukwa, which is but fonr and a-half hours' Journey from this.
Who will have to answer for all this? Atwhose door must we la
tbis destraction of lives and property, ani to whom must we atri-
buteit? Surely to the Home Government, and its officials here. The
invasion cannot be imputed to what one of your correspondents,
unintentionally I hope, attributes it—the detention of Achampong
in Assin. Achampong was not detained by the Assing, or any
of the tribes in the protectorate. A rumour to that effect was
circulated, but on inguiry it was found to bs without fonnda-
tion. If our people could have had their own way, he would
never have seen Ashanti again, —that is prelty certain; but once
the Goserament undertook to escort him across, thero was no
fear of his being molested; and that it could not have been his
detention, supposing such to have been the case, i3 borae out by
the fact of the Achanti army having been prepared for war
whilst he was iocarcerated here, and even while their am-
bassadors were here; and their army was on the march by all
accounts before he left here. Matters, however, might not have
arrived at this stage had the Government not stinted a little
expenditure, and had they at an earlier period sent one or two
influential persons to visit the different kings and chiefs, fo
encourage them to hatten on with their forces, and to promise them
such aid and assistance as ttey reqaired. They preferred seading
some of their own offoials; and however ably they may perform
their duty, there will be something wanting that they have not,
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to make their missions suecessfal. ~This has been suzgested over
and over again, but to no purpose; and although we have held
meetings here for the last two daya for the purpose of passing
certain resolutions and submitting them fo our Administrator for
his approvel and sanction, we have not been able as yet to effect
much, because of the ficancial guestion. Qur motto, however, is
Nil Desperandum. So we shall try again, and return to the
charga as often as we are @iscomforted, till we do effect some-

Jgst a8 I am abont closing this letter, messengers have arrived
from the kings and chiefs in the camp with information which
they desire Mr. J. F. Amissah and myzelf to convey to Colonel

Foster Foster for the information. of our Administrator. It is 10 |

the effect that on scouts being sent to the front yesterday, they
captored three of the enemy, one being an Ashanti, the other
twoelaves; and that the information they were able to get out of
them was that the enemy intended attacking our forces at Yan-
kumassie either to day or to-morrow. The Ashantis beiog, to
the Faxtis, still nearly ten to one, the kings and chiefa solicit
the Government to turn out every man oapable of bearing arms
to go to their assistance at once, s, if they did not, they would be
compelled fo fall back. Now this report is rather alarming, as,
if our forces are attacked at Yankumassie, they cannot hold it
for any length of time, and they must give up the position and
retire on Dunkwe, which is almost "as untenable, and eould ba
taken or turned by & dashing onward movement or flank attack,
and -this would place the enemy in a position to intercept all
communications overland between this and the towns to leeward,
and Cape Coast iteelf wonld be open to attack at any hour that
the enemy might choose. As for Anamsabu and the other towns,
they would not be safe for a single moment, S

We learn that as far back as 1869, or thereabouts, at any rate
chorily after the interchange of territories, the Home Guvern-
ment insteucted our Local Government on no account to interfere,
either phyeically or otherwise, in any war or wars between us
and our enemies; and on no accouni to embroil Great Britain
in any war out here. We heard this from too good an authority
fo doubt for an instant the gentleman’s veracity; and more 80,
he can have no reason for deceiving us. But assuming it to be
the trath—aslthough I do not advance what- I say on a bare
assumption, but on a - positive convietion-—what can we term
this? Were any individual to extort from me so much money
under the pretext of protecting me, and were he to wring duties
out of me for the same purpose, and when the time came in
which I required his aid, were he to refuse to aid me, I should
tell that individual—be he black, white, or green—that he had
obtained money from me under false pretences, and had extorted
money from me, and that he wes a swindler.
but individuals, &c., Wwe can then.but term this a public
swindle. We, the public, have been dens out of our hard.earred
money under false pretences; and our money has been extorted
from us and misapplied.

Why, I ack, was not this despatch, or the icstructions it so
contained, made public? Why did not our Administrator con-
vene a meeling of our kings and chiefs, and public inen of all
classes, and convey this to them ? And why was the Fanti Con-
federation crushed in- the bud when guch instructions ‘were
extant? For what purpose, and with what object in view, was
any organization for the defence, amelioration, and developrent
of our country statped out; and everythiog, on the other band,
done to disorganize and disunite us, when these important instruc-
tions were lying among the records in Government-house? Onpe
cannot help arriving at the conclusion that the Government has
ulterior designs, which will be disclosed to us only when we are
compelled, by its acts and the force of circumstances, to go down

" on our knees and sue for its protection. But then that protection
may, and will, come too late, Of what avail will it be wh- 1 our
homes and hearths areinvaded, plundered, snd devastated—when
all we ckerish on earth has passed from our grasp ? Better, then,
to meet the foe, and perish, if unremembered, with the know-
ledge that we died fighting for our country, although we perished
in a desperate and hopeless causa.

But again, Mr. Editor, sre our merchants, European and nalive,
who contribute the whole of our revenue, some of them their
thousands annually, to be told that they are to receive no pro-
tection—that no real, physical protection will be given to them
and their property for the large sums yearly taken out of their
pockets, and placed at the disposal of the Government here, as
they believe, for their benefit?  Are they to be told that there
is no protection for them, and that they must fight tieir own
battles? Aund are we, the consumers of their importations, to be
informed that there is no aid to be afforded us, and that the
enemy may come and cat our throats at eny moment, so long as
the Government itcelf is not attacked by them? Can the mejesty
and might of Englard have fallen 8o Iow? Can that country
~—renowned for her {riumphs, her arts, her civilization, for the
bravery of her sons, for their enterprise, for the ready assistanc,

And if pations are.

that she has afforded in all ages to the weak against the
strong—have become suddenly devoid of thoss principles which
led her to her present eminence? If such be the case, I can
bat éxolsim, with a slight alteration, in the words of the

fomr
poe O heaven! my bleeding country save |

Is there no hand on high to shield the slase ?

It cannot be s0; thore must bs a fearful mistake somewhere ;
there must be a cause for all this; yet I look around in vain
for that cause. Let us hope for the better ; the sky is now dark
snd lowering ; the storm must burst. But after all this there
must be a calm, and the sun will come forth in all his glory,
and our poor and now despondent country and - her peoples will
see better daye. May He in His providence grant (while avert-
ing the worst) that sach may be in store for us!—I am, Sir,
yours truly, . J. H. Brew.

March 1.—The Ashantis have made no further progress, and
the latest intelligence is, that they have fallen back on Mansq ;
this, we believe, is a mere feint. This moraing we have infor-
mation that the Houssa force now at Dunkwa, under the
commsnd- of Licutenant Hopkins, is not to come into collision
with the enemy, but is merely to give our forces ** moral aid.”
This bears out what-I have already written. . T fact, the truth
must out. . I saw and perused a copy of the instrmctions that
were given Lieutenant Hopkins, and they contained positive
instractions not to afford more than * moral aid* to our army.
If this is not ¢riminal, I should like fo know what is, Why
deceive us with the pretence of aiding us, when your troops ‘are
not to fire ‘'a shot? Who cares for * moral aid” in such a
cause? ‘I must be permitted to atate that the soouer such
‘‘moral aid "’ is transported fo hotter regions, and we are told
distioetly and emphatically, without any equivoeation, Prevarica-
tion, or ambiguity, to depend upon curselves, the better. When

our principal merchants were informed of this, it was proposed

that they should call in & body on M. Chalmers, who is mow
gcting for our Administrator (the latter being dangerou:ly ill),
and ascertain the truth of this, and what amount of Pprotection
the Government would afford them and their property, ~ This
was done, and notbing definite could te obtained from him, but
sufficient was learnt to convinoe us that we could not, and cannot,
place any reliance on the Government for * physieal aid” a3
Mr. Chalmers stated that it was a questior that must be referred
to the Home Government. The gentlemen who called on his
Honour were Messrs. E. H. C. Grant, George Kendsll, W. H.
Selby, J. F. Amissah, and myself. Mr. Amissah and accompanied
these, s representing the Kings and chiefs at Yankumassie, and
&3 the parties who gave the information to the merchants,
, ' J. H. Beew.

- Arerxprx No. 1.
) . Cape Coast, November 20, 1872,
Sir,—At the request of the members of the Fanti Confedera-
tion, I have the honour to call your Excellency's attention to
your letter of date the 22nd April last, ackoowledging receipt of
the scheme, to be submitted for the approval of Her Majesty’s
Government, regarding Confederation.

-Some time having elapsed since we had the honour of submit-
ting the said scheme to your Excellency, may we be permitted
to inquire whether Her Majesty’s’ Goverament have ag yet
expressed any decision therein, ss, in consequence of the promise
given your Excellency, that nothing of an ective nature shonld
be done pending such submission, reatters are 1 slafy qus, and
8o many questions of importance have cropped up, and are con-
tinually cropping up, that.the promise thus given may be eventu-
ally vitiated, in spite of all the efforts to the contrary.—I have
the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

: - J. H. Bxew.

(For self and other Members of the Coanfederation,)
To his EBxcellency J. P. Henuessy, C.M.G,,
Governor-in-Chief of H.M’s West Africia
Settlements, &o., Sierra Leone.

Arpenprx No 2.
HMiscellansons, .
Government Housze, Sicrra Leons,
January 30, 1873,
8ir,—With reference fo your letter of the 20th of November,
1872, I have: the honour to inform you that the Fanti Con-
federation Scheme, with my report thereon, was submitted some
months ago to Her Majesty’s Government,
2. I am responsible forthe detay that has hitherto occurred, but
I trust to be able to convey to you Lord Kimberley’s decision
befors very long.—I have the honour to be, 8ir, your moat
obedient gervant,
(Signed) ~ "J. Pore Henvxssy, Administrator-in-Chief,
J. H. Brew, Keq., Cape Coast.

{Certified true copies.—F. W. Aumssaw,
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‘ Arrr¥pix No. 3.
Ndmos of the Villazes on the g;'rect routs from the Prak to Caps
{7

a48.

1 Prahsy, or River Prak; Attawasie.®
8. Darsamsco. 4. Bressiarcoong. 5. Braicoo. 6. Indaa-8oo.
1. Aboonfoodie. 8. Engoah, or Engwis, or Eogws,
Quantal‘:. 10. Assin-Yankumassie. 11, Paisoo. 12, Atlensw.
18, Aidu-biassie.  14. Bansoo. 15. Quartosh.Quartoah.
16. Insootush. 17. Engar-brim. 18. Aicrofome, or Aicro
fomoo.  19: Darwoo-macool. 20, Dardji-Bssu. 21, Bissi-
Assle. 22, Ingwirasu. 23. Ebensuah. 24, Addawuah. 25.
Mensu:t 26. Quamin Attab, 27, Aisar-man. 28, Ahki-assie,
29. Atta-biassie. 80. Wanco-su. 31. Darman. 33, Abwwn
Coo-Asso0, 33 Iokrau. 84. Bennim-Soo. 85, Kin-Assoo.
36. Bohoom Assie. 37. Sibbin Soo. 38. Odoom Assie.} 89,
G}vax.bm. 40. Ahgbin-dah. 41, Inpe-assem. 43, Kartar-
-Kiassie. ' 48. Yankomassie.§ 44. Quaduvaghish. -45. Wooratell.
46. Taitchie. 47. Doonquah.] 48. Aidoomfush. 49. Ahbec-
kang. 50, Aighil Crome. = 51. Aisicoomsh, 52, Taacorl.
53. Bmpiro, 54. Quaki Cromr. 55. Taryidoo, 56, Aicrofful.
67. Pe-brah.  58. Batta-yarish. 59. Assai-boo, 60. Cape
Coast. There are villages between, but not on the direct route.

Cape Coast, Feb. 28, 1873. . J. W. Auissam,

ArrexpIx No. 4. N
Markessim, February 1, 1873..

Your Excellenoy,—Intelligence having reached me that the
Ashantis have crossed our frontiers on the Prah, and attacked the
Assins in large force, I hasten to communicate the fact to your
Excelleney, and to escertain from you the measures the Local Go-
veroment intend adopting in the present crists.

I now address your Excellency, as the head of the Fanti Cou-
federation, for the purpese of learning from you whatamount, and
the nature of the assistance,. your Government will render o the
country in the present state of affairs.
" Since the Fanti Confederation has not yet received the support
of Her Majesty’s Government, but has been left to shift for itself
83 beat it can, and the powers inherent in all governments have
been; in the case of the Confederation, deprived of their legitimate
exercise and fonctions by the sction of Her Majesty’s officials hers,
and by the neglect and discoursgement of Her Majesty’s QGovera-
ment, I am thus consirained to appeal to you, as we infer from
these facts that Her Majesty’s Government is prepared to accept,
and will accept, and has accepted in the present emergenoy, the
respontibilities—legal, moral, or otherwise—that attach to it as the
“protecting power.’” ‘

I might here advert to the policy that has led to these results;
but the fact of our ancient foes being in our territory compels me
fo leave for the present . such observations as I might have tosub-
mit to you, for the purpote of inquiring into the steps that are to
be taken to rid our soil of the invader.

Having been divested of the power to obtain means for our
gelf-defence, Inow appeal to your Excellency, in the name of the
Confederation and the protectorate at large, for aid in money and
arms; and I respectfully solicit that I may be informed, with as
little delay es possible, if such assistance will be rendered, and
when, as we cannot take the field too early to oppose, and with
God’s aid, drive off, the enemy.

Anxiously awaiting your Excellency’s reply, I remain, your
Excellency’s faithful friend,

Qoasiz Avoo (X, his mark), King of Mankessim.

To bis Excellency Colonel R. W. Harley, C. B.,

Administrator, &e., Gold Coast.
(Certified true copy.—~J. H. Brrw.)

[N.B.—The reply fo the above will be forwarded by first
opportunity, it being in the possession of King Eddoo, as Mr. Sal.
mon has taught us a lesson.—J. H. B.

‘ Arpenpix No. 5.
Cape Coast, November 21, 1872.

Sir,—Wé have the honour todraw your Excellency’s atten-
tion to yourletter dated at Elmins on April 22 last, acknowledging
the receipt of a memorial from us, claimiog compensation for ecer-
tain wrongs and losses inflicted upon us by officials of the Gold
Coast Government.

I this Jetter your Excelleney was pleased to remark that you
would submit the memorial to the Secretary of State for ‘the
Colonies, for his Lordship’s consideration; jwe now beg to wait
on your Excellency for the purpose of ascertaining his Lordship’s
decision therein, Bs to whether we are to expect any compensa-
tion at the hands of the Colonial Government, or are to be left to

* From Prahsu to Maosu abou$ 40 miles. -

+ Where main-body of the Ashanti army is, and from here to
Odoomassie it is abont 10 miles. L.

1 Distance between Odoomassie and Yankumassic is not more tban 6
gld;les. leAhmtis bave advanced thus far, and destroyed all the villages

oTe 3

§ The Fﬁﬁ forces are here. Distance from Yankumawis to Doon-
quah ot more than 3 miles.

1 Distance from Doonguah to Cape Coast not more than 17 miles.

2. Amﬁ)pa-N’oyay. ;
9. Ahponsi- |-

| obtain redress by other means.—We have the honour to be, Sir,
your most abedient, humWe servants,

W. E. Davidson, Samuel Ferguson, J, M. Lusaidos, J. D,

. _Hayford, J. F. Amissah, J; M. Absadooo, J. H. Brew.
- To his Excellency J. Pope Hennessy, C.M.G., &o.

Arrrspix No. 6. )
Government-house, Sierra Leone, Jan. 30, 1873.

Gentlemen,—With refereace to your letter of November 21,
1872, I kave the honour to inform you tha¢ your memorial, with
my report thereon, was submitted some months ago fo Her
Majesty’s Government,

2. I am responsible for the delay that has hitherto occurred,
but I trust to be able to convey to you Lord Kimberley’s decision
before very long.—I have the honour to be, gertlemen, your
most obedient servant, J. Popx Hexnessy, Administrator-in-
Chief. (Certified true copies F. W. Aursssn.)

e
IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT AT BATHURST.
African Times Office, 121, Fleet-street, B.C., March 1.

Sir,—I take the liberty of forwarding the enclosed letter re-
ceived by ms on the 28th February from a prisoner in Bathurst
Gaol, and dated Feb, 4, 1873. I hope you will kindly excuss
my recomending the sad case of this man and his fellow-prisoners
to your merciful consideration, These men are, T believe, victims
of the peculiar system of trading carried on up the Gambia, through
their agency, by certain European merchants at Bathurst, which
differs from that of any other West African gettlement. Their debta
are not like ordinary debts; they are, as I am informed, the result,
for the most part, of the high rates at which goods are entrasted to
them for barter—of the low rates fixed by the merchants for
.produce brought down by them in return; aad, above all, of
plunder and exactions to which they are subject smong the
powerful pative tribes up the river; thers not being since1870 any
gunboat on the river for their protection. Ifthis be 80, it certainly
is not cousistent with British institations and lasws that thess
men should be so entirely under the power of their creditors as
to be without any legal means of relief; but be liable to be kept
in prison until death brings them release. If any of them be
gulty of fraud or misappropriation, let {hem, by all means, be
punished for it; but when there is not fraud or misappropriation,
ttiere should be legal releass from debt on some terms short of
being sabject, at the will of the detsining creditor, to & life-long
imprisonment.

As public affsirs are conducted at the Gambis, it does not
seem at all probable that any proposals for such a changs as that
which T venture to suggest and 'advocate will be made by the
authorities at Bathurst to Her Majesty’s Government. The
change could only be brought abont by the Right Honourable

the Secretary of State for the Colonies giving instructions to pass
an ordinance {or the releass, at such times and on such conditions
as may by him be considered just and equitable, of gll persons
incarcerated for debt against whom fraud and misappropriation
cannot be established.

In the hope that Her Majesty’s Government will direct the
adoption by the Legislative Council at Bathurst of some system of
relief for non-fraudulent debtors, I have the honour to remain, &e.

The Hon. Kaoatchbull Hugessen, M.P., —

Under-Secretary of State.
, TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES.
Bathurst Gaol, February 4, 1873,

Sir,—Since we wrote youiu November last that you will
hear from us when the authorities make a move, dear Mr.
Fitzgerald, we are very sorry to inform you that since we
wrote you last, we are slill suffering with many privations of
life in the gaol of Bathurst. Dear Mr. Fitzzerald, it seems to us
that we are totally forgotten, being no visible movement hss been

thit perhaps death in this gas] will be the last end of us.
However, Sir, we will still hope on and never despair; and we
also trust that you will not turn [cast] a deaf heart to our cries,
and we, one aud all, beg and will atill pray you not to be weary
in well-doing for us, poor miserable creatures, in the gasl of
Bathurst.  Allow us to say that, althongh we have nothing to
give you at preseat in return of your kindness to as, but we will
mzke it our duty to pray to God for your blessing and pros-
perity through life, and at last to gaid Heaven. If any move-
ment be made to our release, you will hear frow us,—We remain,
Sir, your most obedient humble servants,

(Signed) Joux TrowesoN, and others.

(Earl Kimberley to Mr, Fitzgerald. )
Downing-street, 7¢ch Mareh, 1873,

Sir,—Tu reply to your letter of the lat instant, on the eubject
of the treatment of non-frandulent debtora at the Gambis, I am
direoted by the Earl of Kimberley to ecquaint yoa that he has
forwarded a copy of it to the Governor-in-Chief of the West
Alfrican seftlements.~I am, Sir, your obedieat servant,

F. Fitsgersld, Esq. W. T. Horraxo.

seen toward our release. Really, we would be very sorry to sy
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SPECIAL NOTICE.

The fmportant War News from Cape Coast, received 26th
and 27tk inst., has compelled us to postpone the Jollowing
Leaders, ¢ec., until our next :— ] )

Projected New Company, Child, Horaby, and Co., Limited.

Rev. Henry Joknson and Lagos, .

West African Government : My, Hutton’s Lelter,

CAPE COAST SEA-SIDE TOWNS IN DANGER OF
ASHANTI OCCUPATION.

Tue Cape Coast news is startling. An Ashanti army
within seventeen miles of Cape Coast, and the suthorities
Irying moral force with the invader! Read Mr. Brew's
letter (page 102) and the letter from Accra. Thirty-eight
villages destroyed ‘on the main line alone of the Ashanti
march toward Cape Coast, indicates scenes too painful to
dwell upon. We govern the Gold Coast. We will not
even allow kings, chiefs, or people to have any share in the
government. We levy and keep all the revenue, and
will not let them have & penny of it; yet we decline all
responsibility for them, as against their enemies. We
bind them, hand and foot, body and soul, yet tell them
they must protect themselves. ~*“Tell me of power,” said
Edmund Burke, “and I'll tell you of protection. Show me
any government, and you are to see the proposed interest
of those governed.” - What a satire upon our rule on the
Gold Coast! what a condemnation of it! Her Majesty’s
Government cannot sit with folded arms and allow that
work of destruction to go on unchecked and unrevenged.
It is they who have brought the evil upon the country.
The dishonour will be surely too great, It is not for us to
point out what ought to be done. If what we have pointed
out, year by year, had been done, there could not have been
an Ashanti invasion. Ashanti would have been tremblin g
in_her own capital. As we would not allow the natives
efficiently to organize themselves, we must now organize
them.” With a revenue of 50,0007 to 60,0001, a-year to
guarantee their advances, Government cannot plead lack
of means, There is an enemy to be driven out, and there
will .be the remnant of a people to be fed. We wait to
"know what the Government will do—to see what it may
have done. The enemy had been three months in the
country, and when within seventeen miles of the sea-coast—
of the seat of British power—and the authoritics now talked
of referring home—to England— for instructions! Can any
deaunciations we have hurled upon our West African
Government be too severe ?

THE FANTI CONFEDERATION.

HEer Majesty’s Government will give the papers asked for
by Mr. W. MArthur, in the House of Commons, relative
to the Fanti Confederation. We.thank Mr. Hugessen
for this. Of course, we expect that the word of promise
will be fully kept—in spirit and letter: The object in
asking for them is that we may be able to form some correct
idea of the Colonial-office feeling in this important matter
of the Confederation, and-its proposed meauns of action and
sources of supply. We shall be grievously and justly dis.
appoinfed, therefore; chould the chief papers from which
we might gather this idea, be absent “*in the interest of
the public service.”” As we contended last year, there
cannot be any just or adequate ground for such -reser-
vation, ‘where there is no’ -possibility of international
complications arising from publicity ; while, on the other
hand, great evils may arise,_or be perpetuated, through
official secrecy. We feel certain that if the correspondence

B4

with the Administration of Lagos, for example, had been

asked for by Mr. Laird, a great part of the evil and ruin
which has resulted from a now twelvemonths’ suspension
of trade at Lagos would have been averted. *It is not

reply given in the House of Commons. But neither was
it desirable that hundreds of thousands of pounds of
British money sliould be sacrificed, as it has been, through
the Government shielding its acts and errors from pablio
criticism ; as it did effectually by that refusal. And in
this matter of the Fanti Confederation there cannot be
any good reason for secrecy. If all the knowledge, talent,
and sound judgment of this realm, as regards colonial
matters, were concentrated within the four walls of the
office in:Downing-street, the prejudicial secrecy so often
observed there might be all very well; and a fitting mani-
festation of contempt for ignorant public opinion. But as
this is far from being the case, nothing but evil can resalt
from it. In this matter of the Fanti Confederation, for
instance, we greatly distrust it; and as the decision of
Her Majesty’s Government, whenever arrived at, must be
potent for good or evil to the Gold Coast territories, it is
of the very greatest importance that we should be made
acquainted with those “Reports’’ from officials on the
Coast which may be supposed likely to influence, if not
govern, that decision. If British West African officials
were selected for their posts because of their high acquire-

the affairs of the West Coast Settlements, might have some
confidence that the Government would not be misled.
But with the irresistible and conclusive evidence, constantly
flowing in upon us, of incapacity, prejudice; and selfish
ignorance among them, there carnot be any such confi-
dence.  We hope, therefore, that the papers, when pro-
duced, will give the information we seek, and that their
production will not be unnecessarily delayed.

THE CESSATION OF THE BONNY RIVER
TROUBLES.

As we have long and earnestly laboured to bring about
an arrangement that should put an end to tha disputes in
the Bonny River, which have for a long period almost an-
nihilated the trads of Bonny, and inflicted such very heavy
losses on the merchants engaged in commerce there, we
cannot refrain from expressing our satisfaction at peace
having been restored ; as recorded in our February number,
in which we also gave the text of the treaty entered into
between the King and the Chiefs of Bonny, and Ja Ja and
his adherents in the Opobo River. In our long-continued
efforts with Her Majesty’s (overnment, whose intervention
was evidently essential, we never ceased to contend, that all
that was needed to bring about such a pacification was, that
Her Majesty’s Government should give ovidence of an ear-
nest desire to bring about such a result. This earnest
desire was at last shown by the dispatch- of Comumodore
Commerell with his squadron into Bonny Waters, as a
negotiator between the contending parties; the result has
justified our convictions, and we can only regret that the
intervention was so long delayed. What has been effected
now might have been effected two or three yeara since,
with greater advantages to the native disputants, and with
an avoidance of the immense loss of British capital which
has been caused by the long-continued dispute. There
was at least a strong moral obligation on the British
Government, in view of the Treaties which had been signed
by the King and Chiefs of Bonny in former years, to inter-

fere on behalf of King Peppel and the Chiefs of Bonny;
and nothing but disaster has atténded the non-fulflment of
this obligation; thus affording another instance of the
national disadvantage which must always attend & pro-
tracted procrastination in the discharge of mational duties,
The Treaty, though not all that we could have desired for

the King and Chiefs of Bonny, will at least bring back to

them and to their river a portion of the trade of which
they have been so long forcibly deprived ; nor are we with-

out hops that a rigid adherence to the Treaty on their part,
with other wise measures which we confidently look for

granted, instead of refused, on the 9th of May last; when -

desirable to produce them at present,” was the official -

ments and charaoter, we aud others who feel an interest in’

itt o "o
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from them, will gradually bring to them more than their
former prosperity. The trade of those countries is capable
of .2 much greater development than it has hitherto
received. I¢may beregarded as still in itsinfancy, having
only commenced some thirty-five years ago. The King of
Bonny.and his brothers have had the advantags of English
education and fraining; they have evin an earnest
desire to aid and protect missionary effort; and a faithful
purjﬁance of this polioy mus eventually lead to happy
results, :

THE GAMBIA AND ITS OFFICIAL STAFF.

For some time past—from the period indeed at which we
knew that the colony was safe from the projected cession

- to France—we have given but scant attention to the

Gambia in our columns. It does not seem that our silence
as regards its condition and effairs—official, social, moral,
and commercial—has proved to be a blessing to it. It cost
us great efforts, years ago, to root out evil that was then
rampant there. It seems now as though we had to begin
the work anew. As regards the administration of its
affairs, it would appear to have sunk to the very lowest
ebb; while its moral and social condition—we allude es-
pecially, of course, to what is done among those who are
supposed to represent civilization within its borders—is a
great disgrace to England. We have just seen a letter
depicting sociely as now existing at Bathurst. The writer
describes it as a very sink of infamy, and adds, “it is too
bad that England should pay officials to degrade her, and
debase {he community smong whom they reside.” We
say 50, too; and yet, in saying so, we do not mean to cast
any unmeasured reproach upon the Colonial-office autho-
rities for that which we condemn, furiher than to insist
anew, that the whole system, in conformity with which
official appointments are made or confirmed in Downing-
street, to settlements on the West Coast of Africa, is radi-
cally bad, and requires immediate reform. We do not
wish to be justified in denouncing a British West Coast
seftlement in the words employed by one of the prophets

-of old as regarded Jerusalem, that she has corrupted and

debased herself more than all the heathen nations, her
neighbours; and therefore we commence giving our atten-
tion anew to the Gambia and its affaira ~ We must bring
them within the light of public opinion in Englacd, Why
wedonot heap on Downing-street, that full reproach which
the situation would otherwise justify is, that nearly all the
officials now holding office at the Gambia were introduced
or promoted in the Government service by the late Admin-
istrator-in-Chief, Sir Arthur Kepnedy. We confess our
utter inability to comprehend the system of Sir Arthur
Kennedy as regards the great bulk of his West African
appointments and promotions. We ate quite sure he had
not any desire to debase and degrade the public service on

the West Coast; and yet how he could otherwise have]

picked up and delegated to honour such a mass of refuse, it

_ 18 most difficult to conceive. The best, and for Sir Arthur

Kennedy the least compromising, sentence we can give
about it is, that, notwithstanding all his dignified seeming,
ang expressed anxiety lo do what was right and good, his
selections were made from those who toadied him the most,
no metter how vile they might be; and that, as might
naturally be expected, it was the vile and the vilest of the
vile who attacked this known weakness, to their own
individual advarcement, and the disgrace of the public
service. There i3, we believe, but one voice, all the way
down the West Coast, a3 regards but too many of Sir
Arthur Kennedy’s official pets—viz., that they are the
“very woret men to whom appointments could have been
given; and but one hope as regards them—rviz., that they
may all be speedily removed to some other portion of Her
Majesty’s dominions; if that Governmental etiquette
which regards officials as superior to public interests and
to the people, makes it, in supreme official eyes, indispensable
that tgey should be continued in the Imperial employ.
We db not purpose going farther into the question of the
Gambia and its affairs at present. We only open a new
campaign against the evils aud abuses that are now rife

there, and invite dependable and guaranteed information

regarding them. With regard, howerver, o the petitions
that have been forwarded to us by prisoners in the gaol at
Bathurst, it will be seen, by reference to our second. pags,
that we have brought the subject of Imprisonment for
Debt at the Gambia anew befora the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, with a view of providing relief for other than
fraudulent debtors.  We hore this may lead to good
results. It will,if the Secretary of State and the Governor-
in-Chief on the West Ceast act according to the dictates of
common sense ; and order that fo be done at the Gambia jn
the matter in question which a common-sense view of it,
in agreement with the now recognized principles of British
law, must show to be Just and necessary. If, howerver, the
Governor-in-Chief asks in his turn a report from the Acting
Administrator at Bathurst, he will commit a serious mis-
take. = We do not suppose that he will treat the Governor-
in-Chief as ho has treated us, in a matter respecting which
we were justified in applying to him; but we feel quite
sure that he would do better without any report at all.
What we allude to as regards ourself is this. = Some five
months ago, public report from the West Coast affiried the
almost sudden demise of Mr. John Hill Capper, at that time
Acting Chief Magistrate at the Gambia, and holding also
other official appointments. As no direct intimation of this
death, either to us who were in correspondence with him,
or to his widowed mother, or other friends, was received,
we wrote at their earnest wish and request to the Acting
Administrator and another official, begging information as
to the circumstances attending Mr. John Hill Capper’s
illness and death, and requesting that any effects heo might
have left at his death should be sent home to us for his
mother. These letters were dispatched early in November
last ; and up tothe present time no reply whatever has been
vouchsafed to us; no effects whatever have been received.
We know but too well that along the West Coast, as in other
barbarous countries, and until lately in some of the extreme
districts of England and Ireland, a custom of wreckage
prevailed, under which any unfortunate vessel stranding . _
on the Coast became, as supposed, legitimate booty to all
pillagers. - But we have never yet heard that there is a
general system of wreckage among Government officials
on the West Coast, under which the effects of a departed
brother official must be supposed to disappear. We will
not add more at present ; but'we do not intend to let this
matter rest where it is. The callous indifference that has
been shown to the feelings of a parent and friends, merits
the most severe reprehension. :

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN PORTO RICO.

Tue Spanish Republic has gained one enduring wreath
for its brow. The work begun by King Amadeo’s last
Ministry has been perfected, so far as legislative enactment
goes, by the same Cortes into which they introduced it,
and which has made it their final measure, previous to
decreeing their own dissolution. We record with joy this -
new triumph of the cause of humanity and justice, and
look upon it as a mere prelude to the more extensive mea-
sure which shall strike the slavish fetter from the Africans
in Cuba. Whatever may be the future of the Republic in
Spain—rwhether it become the established government of
the country or not—one thing we firmly believe, and that
is, that it will be overruled to become the instrument for
putting an end to African slavery, with all its horrors, in
the island of Cuba. Al honour to the Republicans of
Spain, and to the Spanish Republic! The Cortes which
passed the Porto Rico Slave Emancipation Bill, have done
all that we could have expected from them. But the
Republic must not falter in the noble work, of which that
is the first instalment. We look with confidence to a freely
elected constituent Cortes, elected under a Republican
Government, to complete the work, by decreeing the free-
dom of the Cuban slaves. We do not forget that the
beginning of African emancipation from foreign slavery
was under the first French Republic, when the Haytians
became free. As the first French Republic brought that
other great island of the Antilles, San Domingo, out of the

degradation of African slavery, a measure that might have
been long sought in vain from the French Bourbons, so
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let the new Spanish Republic grant to Cuba that which
the Spanish Bourbons have so long denied, to their eternal
shame and disgrace. It was pitiable to behold the dis-
honour which the intriguing courtiers, under the late
Bourbon dynasty, brought upon the Spanish nation and
people, in the matters of the importation of slaves into
Cuba and the abolition of slavery in Cuba and Porto Rico.
Treaties were disregarded, the most solemn promises were
broken or evaded, and the dynasty was made to link itself
and its destinies with the fatal and burdensome stone of
the slave trade and slavery. That stone has helped to
bring it into the dust; there let it lic in most-merited
disgrace. After the experience we have had of the Spanish
monarchy, all our hope for the freedom of the Cuban slave
Tests upon the Spanish Republic.  We again express the
hope and belief that it will not falter in, nor palter with,
the noble work. e believe in the honesty and patriotism
of the men who have been called to supreme power in
Madrid, in the name of the Spanish nation and people, as
the necessary result of the abdication of the honest King
Amadeo ; ‘'we believe in the Spanish people as totally dis-
tinet from the little army of court intriguers who belied
the country in the matter of Cuban slavery, as in many
otherthings,and cannot therefore avoid again expressin gour
confidence that even before the expiration of this present
year, we may have the unbounded joy of recording the
freedom of the long-oppressed and cheated African slaves
in Cuba, as we have this day the joy of recording that of
their brethren in Porto Rico. Nor can we close this article
without expressing also our hope and belief that our
Government will no-longer lose time in recognizing in
Spain, that Republic which has proved its honesty and
vigour by giving this first instalment of what this country
has been so long seeking and demanding in vain, from
successive Spanish monarchs. Of one thing we have not
the shadow of a shade of doubt—viz., that Lord Palmerston,
had he been at this time alive and at the head of the
Queen’s Government, would have seen in this resolute
forcing of the Porto Rico Emancipation Bill through the
Cortes before their dissolution, a full and ample title to
recognition by the Government of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria. The statesmen ruling in the name of the Re-
public, have not made.the existence of the miserable war
carried on in their northern provinces by the adhereats of
Don Carlos, upon whose banners is secretly inscribed the re-
tention of slavery in Porto Rico and Cuba, among the host of
abuseswhich they could perpctuate in Spain and hercolonies.
These statesmen, we ‘say, have not made this miserable
war an excuse, as they might have done had they been
dishonest, for not proceeding at present with the Porto
Rico Emancipation Bill. - It is our national duty then,
whatever we may feel about Republics in general, to
strengthen their hands for the still greater work of giving
freedom to the Cuban slaves. Of what comparative weight
with us should a wretched Spanish monarchy, such as we
have been wont to see for the past fifty years, possess in
the scale against the hope and belief of giving freedom to

250,000 human beings in Cuba? None, if we retain our F

national traditions and honesty; and we shall, therefore,
look upon every day of further delay in recognizing the
Spanish Republic, after what it has done in the matfer of
Porto Rico slavery, as a day of disgrace to Great Britain.

THE ASHANTI INVASION.
T0 IHE EDITOR OF IHE AFRICAN TIMES.
Accra, February 27, 1873,
My dear Sir,—At a grave crisis such as the present I cannot

Prah pearly two months ago, and have been allowed- to occupy,
buro, and destroy everything as they advanced. They had, up fo
last accounts, occupied the whole of Assin, having first eaten up

advancing; the Assins retiring into Fanti proper as they ad-
vanced. Not a soul went up to the assistance of the Assins, whey
being so very small in numbers, were compelled to fall back, ste
by step, until, by recent accounts, they had actuatly fallen bae
into the conatry of the Abrahs. My object, however, in writing
you at present is not so much to give yon an account of the state
of affairs in the Fanti districts, as to show you how ufterly in-
different the Governmeat is to everything connected with the
Accra district, save and except collecting duties and packing
the money off to goodeess only knows where; whilst we are in
daily expectation of the enemy appearing here also. Bat in
order that you should correctly estimate the exteat of the oul-
pability of the Government as'regards the Aceras, I must give
you a elight insight into the maaner in which even Cape Coast
and Fantt have been neglected. Now, Gaps Coast is the seat of
Government, and the Administrator resides there. Cape Coast
is within three days of the River Prah, The Administrator
must have received information which onght to have satisfied
even him, who believed nothing at first, and until tos lats, of the
Ashantis having actually crossed -the Prah early in January—I
say Janusry, though it most have been in December. What
mezsures did he adopt to check the progress of the enemy? Nons
at all, until about the 8rd February, when he issued a proclama-
tion notifying to the allied tribes that the Ashantis had crossed
the Prah, and plundered and destroyed some of the Assin villages.
This is all that our Executive did to check the invasion. No steps
were taken, when the ramour of the enemy having crossed the
Prah was ascertained to be an accomplished fact, to call the
allied tribes to arms, and to furnish them with arms, ammaunition,
and money, and officers fo command them, as was done in 1853
by Goveroor Hill, and in 1863 even by Richard Pine. Nothing at
all was done to assist the Fantis and Assias to drive the enemy
back, except to post up a lot of pieces of paper! Colonel
Herley and his Prime Minister, Colonel Foster Foster, refused
to beliave, or rather pretended to disbolieve, the report of the
Ashantis having crossed the Prah for hostile purposes. The
consequence is, that their preparations to check their progress
were made too late; and it is now utterly impossible to bring up
a sufficient force to the front to give battle to, or even to check
the advance of, the enemy. The Government alone is to blame,
and not our people, who warned the Executive ia Deesmber that
the enemy had actuslly destroyed some of the Lkim villages,
and carried off all the inhabitants. And, strange to say, all the
members of the present Executive are, or pretend to be, old and
distinguished soldiers, none under the rank of colonel !

Now, if the natives of the Windward districts—wherein is the
seat of Government, and where there are several officers at the
disposal of the Administrator, and where there are geunerally two,
three, of more ships of warat his command—are treated with such

tricts? I say, without besitation, that the British Government
hase—ignorantly and unintentionally, it must be presumed—
actually betrayed and sold the Fantis to the Ashaulis; and that,
too, after having taken money from them on tue distinet under-
standing that they were to receive protection. I am convineed
that_th'e Askantis will now overrun the whole of Fanti; and, if
our plains and open country do not protect us, Accra also; and
will dest:oy all the farms and plantations, and carry off half the
people into slavery, leaving the other half to die of starvation,
or we are bound to have a famine. Even if the Funtis d» suo-
ceed, after all, in driving the enemy back across the Prah, we
must have a fawine in the Westera districts; as the whole country
which the Ashantis have gone through has been laid waste by
them. They have swora to take Salt Pond, Aaamaboe Elmina,
and other of our Fanti sea-coast towns. Now, before they can
get to Salt Pond, they must hare Mankessim, Abrah, aad all the
magnificent palm plantations in those rich countries.

. Indeed, T verily believe that, as I am now writing, the enemy
18 in pessession of all those palm-oil countries, and will bain posses-
sion of every sea-coast town where thers are no good fortifications

refrain from endeavouring to place you in full and entire posses-
sion of all the importsut eveats now passing on the Gold Coast.

—such as Elmina aad Cape Coast, which places of courss they can
ever take; but all the other places, supposed to bs defended

I feel quite consinced that few, if any, of your Cape Coast cor-
respondents would impart to you what you should know with
the same detail, with that regard for future examinatioa into the
correciness of information furnished, as I have ever held in view
in my correspondence with you.

““We are at this moment in a far greater danger than this
Coset has ever been in, even immediately after the defeat and
desath of Sir Charles M‘Cartby.” 'The Ashantis have actoally
been permitted to advance almest to the very gates of Cape Coast
Castle without one shot being fired! Is this not incredible? Yet

by rotten forts in ruins, mnsf fall into their hands,

Is it not incredible that in the year 1873 a powerlul nation
like England—the most powerfal, in fact, the richest and the
most advanced in the art of killiog human beings, aad best
faroished with the most recent and approved appliances for doing
battle with sivages under cireumstsnces in which you would
yourself be almost free from injury, whilst you are coolly wiping
your savage enemies off the face of the earth—I] eay, is it not
incredible that this nation, so situated, should take money from
people, and allow those psople, believing they wers under its

itis too true. The Ashantis were koown to have crossed the | efcient protection, to be attscked and carried off ioto captivity,

all that they conld fiad, and then devastated the country before-

. lectors, has been in repeairing the road from James-towa to Chris-

¢riminal neglect, what can you expect for us of the Bastern dis- -

. called again on Dr. Fox, this time with Kiog Jackie and his
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under tke very guns of their ehips and fortr, by a lot of half
naked eavages, comparatively ooly ‘a shade letler armed than
the gorilla in his native wilds?

And what is the situation kere, in Accra? On the 18th
Decgmber last, Attah, the King of RBastern Akim, sent an
official message to Dr. Fox, the Actig Civil Commandant
of Accra and the Fastern districts, to notify the Governor snd
his allies, the Aceras, that the Ashantis were advaucing to make
War on the protectorate ; and that they had already attac}ed and
p}undered tome of his frontier villages, and carried their inba-
bitents off into elavery. Dr. Fox at once reported this to Cape
Coast, and I learn from good authority, he got snubbed as
8n slarmist! Attah, at the same time, applied for guns and
ammunition to defend bhimself, as he had been told in such an
emerecrey that he would be furpished with s supply. The
Britieh Government officia’s in Cape Coast did not even reply to
his_application ; and he is at this moment defending himself
againet the Asbanti forces, making their way to Accra through
Eastern Akim, the best way he can with his own recources!
Now, pray, use my name freely as your aunthority in all that I
now wrile you, if you' choose to do so; for every word is true.
Give my name in ful}, and eay I desired it."

Ever since the 18th December, the Akims have been repeatedly
sending down to Accra to put us on our guard, as the enemy was
coming closer and closer. ~ Not a finger has beén moved by the
Governmént up to the hour I now write, except to do—what do
you'think? To remove all the smmunition in Accra up -to Cape
Coaet, and to take away the only military, officer here (Licutenant
James Hopkins, 20d W.L.R.), fo cend him up to command the
Houssa troops in Doonquah! So that Dr. Fox is the only Go-
vernment official now in- Accra, besides the native Customs clerks.
In fact, these are only kept here cow to collect money from the
people, in order 1o be remitted to Cape Cosst, to be expended God
knows where or how. I have now come to the most important
stage in my epistle. For-the last twelve months, Accra has been
remitting from a fhousand to fifteen hundred pounds per month to
Cape Cosst, after paying the Civil Commandant, the Colopial Sur-
geon, tbe Inspector of Roads (Dr. Fox holds alf theze offices), the
Customs officera, the Police, and all other cxpenses; in fact, no
expenses are incurred in Acera or in any part of the Eastern dis-
fricts, rave and except in the collection of the duties! ~ Acera is
Leld by the Britisk Government simply in order to tax the mer-
chants and people. The Commandant is Collector of Customs;
he has very little else to do besides receiving the cash. His first
clerk; ditto, ditta; all his other clerks, ditto, ditto. The police
and the military are only here to enforce payment. After these
are paid, the balance is senf up to Cape Coast to be eaten up by
the sharks there. During the past twelve months the only money
gpent in Acera, otherwise than in paymentof the army of tax col-

tiansborg. Call (through one of your M.P. friends) for the Accra
receipts and expenditure for Jasf year, sud see if I have substan-
tially misled you. Acera is, confessedly, the best-paying place
in the Gold Coast Government, and yet weget nothing doae for us,
Here we are, with the Ashantis down on us, and all our forts are
ir ruine; no guns, no ammunition! Only thirty men of the 20d
West India Kegiment, without any officer, to defend us against
30,000 {at lesst) Achantis. Ten days ago, seeing that not a soul,
white or black, would bestir himself; the undermentioned went to
the Acting Ccmmandant, viz., Messra. . A. Lutteroot, Edmung
Bannerman, James Banoerman, snd Robert J. Hansen——the
principal educated men here who care a fig for the country—-and
urged him to call the people to arms, and to assist our chiefs with
money from the chest to enable them fo communicate with all their
ellies and concert messures of defence. Dr. Fox told them he
had no power, and referred them to the Administrator at Cape
Cosst! They accordingly wrote to Colonel Harley, and although
two mails have arrived from Cape Coast since the dispatch of our
letter, we have got, and I am convinced we shall get, no reply.
On receipt of the recent alarming news from Cape Coast, they

chiefs and headmen, to vrge the Acting Commandant to do some-
thing. He sgaia told them his bands were tied, and edvized them
to get the King to write to the Administrator for help. They
have done e0. Isthis not shameful? And if any sudden attack
takes place, and our people are unsble to resist it ruccessfully,
the Government officials will call us a set of lazy cowards. Iknow
the Commsndaut is slive to the danger, and in a terrible funk
himeelf; but he is o tied up, and bonud hand and foot with red
-taps, that he cannot sud will not act. Some people have even
goue eo far as to talk of deposing’the,Commandant and takiog the
government into their own hands, bat thl_s hss been given up as
too hezardous. Some suggest our preventing the transmission of
#ny more of our money to Cape Coast; others propose the mer-
chants should refuse to pay more duties. What is to be done?
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case of a crisis such as this, and now we cannot get back one
penny, one lead bar, or one gun, or one keg of powder to defend
ourselves with. I think I had better keep the rest for next mail,
else T chall Jose this one, and I am exceedingly anxious you
thould get this s early as possible. 1 hear that Cologel Harley
isvery ill ; if he is obliged to go home, Foster Foster will become
Acting Governor, Good God! As you truly say, all this anarchy
and confusion arises from Sir Arthur Kennedy’s bungling in the
Addah ani Ahwoonah war, I do not know where I shall bo
when the next mail leaves Accra. Some people (the officials
especially) think the Ashaatis dare not come to the Acera dis-
trict, as it is all open country; but I am mot so confident. At
all events, if they do come here, the British will have no excuse
for not fighting with their soldiers or sailors, as it is ns open,
all from here to Addab, as any park in Eoglund. You will
hear woree news probably from Cape Coast'to-morrow. —1I remain,
yours traly, Your OLp CoRrrEspPONDENT.

PARLAMENTARY.
HOUSE OF LORDS.—Makcy 7, 1873.
-, ASHANTI INVASION OF CAPE COAST,
The Earl of Lavpezpate directed attention to a stalement that
British territory had teen invaded, though it was a comfort to
know that in this case the invader was meither Frdance, nor
Germany, nor ‘Austria, nor Russia, but -the King of Ashanli,
and the territory invaded was a. portion of our West
African possessions in the neighbourhood of Cape Coxst Castle.
This statement might not be correct, but as he had been a little
among. those people, he withed to know whether it kad been
verified, and whether what had been stated was true, whether
in whole or in part. There had been several affairs with the
natives on the Coast lately, especially in the neighbsurhood of the
Gambia. The Ashantis were the most formidable tribe on the
coast of Africa. 'We had already waged two wars with them,
and they Wwere wars which were carried on in great part by our-
selves againat ourselves, for our merchants supplied our enemies
with powder, and these wars had been accompanicd by disasters,
Thie Earl of K1usrrLst said the statement was not quite true,
for he was sorry to say that the Kiog of the Ashantis, without
declaring war or gividg any notice at all, had made the incursion
referred to. “The statement was, however, substaotially correct,
although the country invaded was not British territory proper,
but British protected territory. We only held the forts;. but we
had an ucdefined protectorate over a considerable tract of
country lying between the Gold Coast aud the country inhabited
by the Ashantis, He was by no means disposed to deny the
gravity of the ‘attack, for we had had frequent experience of
Ashanti invasions, and had always found them accompanied by
great destruction of property ang loss of life. He was quite un-
able to state the cause of this attack. The Administrator of the
Gold Coast, Colonel Harley, who had ‘had cousiderable experi«
ence of Western Afries, ‘was not able fo give any reason for it.
Ever since his arrival he had had most friendly communications
with the Ashantis, and there was reason to hope that the
long course of unlriendly relations with them was coming to an
ead, when suddenly intelligence was received that the King had
crossed the river with 12,000 men. Oae of the suppozed canzes
of this incursion was that the King had sworn a feti-h oath with
the King of Elmina to attack our territory. This might be
true, but it did oot explain why the oath was sworn. Then it
was said the Ashantis claimed possession of Elmina, which was
ceded to us by the Dutch. That point had not been neglected by us,
We had both ascertained from the Dutch that there was no such
claim, and we had communicated to the King of the - Ashantis
that no such claim was recognized. He said that he was satisfied,
and it was arranged that he should receive a stipend in considera-
tion of keeping the roads open. Next it was said that there had
beea & misunderstanding between Colonel Harley and the
King of Elmina. Another and more probable cause was
that there was a dissgreement as to the payment of certain
dues. Lastly, end this he (the noble lord) believed to
be the most probatle cause of all, was that a certain chief
had been sent away from Elmins, end that he had stirred
up the King of the Ashantis to avenge some supposed injury.
But whatever might be the cause, it was scarcely necessary to
say tLat the attcation of Her Majesty’s Government was directed
to the matter. Several ships of war were on the station in its
vicinity, and he boped that active preparation had been made to
repel the invaders, There was a rumour that, owing to want
of proper precautionson our-owa part, the British Administratioa
at Gambia had been obliged to apply for the protection of a
French ship of war; but, according to the last accounts, two of
Her Majesty’s ships were in the Gambia. He could not admity
therefore, that there had been any want of due care, or that the
settlement had beea exposed to any danger that could have been
avoided ; and he was led to hope that the apprehended attack

Here we bave paid 15,000/ or more,into the hands of cur pro-
tectors, since the new tariff came into operation, as a stand-by in

might not take place.
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TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH WEST
AFRICAN SETTLEMENTR.

Lissox, Mireu 25.—The Government has asked {he Cortes
for authority to contract for a telegraphic cable between Portugal
and the United States, {ouching at the Azores, and for a cable
between Cape de Verde ard the Portuguese settlements in Africa,
The gentleman who has ‘ssked for the concession proposes to
open telegraphic communication with the British and French
West Coast settlements also.

e ——
LIVERPOOL MARKETS.
Fep. 22 10 MarcE 1.

Grouxp Nurs.—77 bags at 171, per ton.

Piry Krryers—1,200 bags at 121, 15s. to 137, 25, 6d. pezr ton,

Pary Ore.—Prices show a slight decline on last week's rates,
and 6,000 tons sold; Pram-Pram at 347, 17, 6d.; Acera at
34/, 17s. 6d. to 351 ; Donpy and Salt Pond at 85/.; Bezin end
0ld Calabar at 357 10s.; New Calabar at 381.; Brass at 381, 10s;

. and Congo st 39J. 10s. per ton. .

CortoN.—Market dull and depressed, with lowering prices.
‘Sales of the week; 67,000 bales.

Mazer 1 10 Mirex 8.

Parx Keeners.—50 tons in bulk at 137, 2s. 6d., snd 721 bags’

at 12/, 153. per ton.
Grovsp Nurs.—237 bags, African, at 177. 2s. 6d. per tou.
Pary O1.—Moderate request, and prices rather In favour of
boyers; 350 tons sold; Irregular at 277 to 327. 10s. . Bonny,
Jellah Coffee, ard Salt Pond; at 347, 15s. to 857; 014 Calabar and
Benin at 357. 10z, ; and Lagos, 36/, 17s. 6d. to 371 per ton. '
Corrox,—More in demard, but supply so abundart that prices
have gone even a litile lower. Sales of the week, 78,000 bales,
African, Lagos qualities, 7}d. to 8d. .
. Mazen 8 1o Marexm 15. }
Pary Ore.—Market steady at last week’s prices; 500 ton1 sold;
Irregular at 281, to 34, ; Bonny and Cameroons at 347, 151, to
357; Old Celabar and Benin at 357, 10s » Lagos at 37,, and New
Calabar at 871, 152, to 381 per ton. : :
Cortox.—Market irreguler and fluctuating, but prices decidedly
lower. Sales of the week, 72,000 bales, Price, Lagos quality,
7d. to 84. '
MARCH 15 T0 22, )
Bex1y Srep.—45 bags at -55a, per quarter. '
Pary Kennrers.—60 tons and 900 bags, at 132, 53. to 13/, 7s,
6d. per ton. ) .
Parx O in better request at improved prices for atl descrip-
tions ; 900 tons rold, Congo at 397, Brass at 387. 10s. to 397, New
Calsbar at 387, Lagos at 877, O1d Culabar at 357..10s. to 351, 15s,,
Bonoy at 341 152, to 35!, Benin at 351 10s. to 357, 15:., Acera
at 341 15s. to 347 17s, 6d., and Irregular at 277, to 347, per ton.
oy Cﬁ:‘xox.-—l[arket depressed and irregular, with a decline of 1d.
per 1b. : .
) ?gldes of the week, 82,000 bales; price, Lagos qualities, 64d.
0 34. )

TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMFS.
Cape Coast, February 13, 1873,

My dear Sir,—The Ashanti war has commenced in earnest,
but the Fantis cannot move. The merchants of Cape Coast have
commenced ‘& subseription for their subsistence. F. and A.
Swanzy head the list ‘with 207, all the rest follow with 107. each,

Colonel Harley is, I think, doiog his best, and I do not believe
we could have a more able man than him. He ought to be sup-
ported to the ufmost. I am only gorry that my present state of
health renders me quite useless fo him. The Ashantis are making
rapid etrides, and by to-day it is expected they will be at
Mansu, at least eo Dr. Rowe writes. He was within two hours’
march of their camp, and was obliged to fall back on another vil-
lage.  7/e cause of the war is our taking Elmina; therefore, it
is esseniially a Government war; and Her Majesty's Government
- mual do sore thau they did last year. Everyone is unanimous
that we have & great deal before us, It is deplorable, dut g0 1r
15. The Achantis will possibly come down to our fort gates, and
my opinion is that there only will they be thrashed. )

Otoo’s letter and Colonel Harley’s reply are the first notification
we bave had of war. I am afraid the German missionaries are
killed. Elmina is most friendly to Ashanti, and ought to be dis-
armed at onee, as they are sure to assist Ashanti. The subscrip-
tions here ere for the Cape Coast people only. They will amount
to about 1507, which wiil go a great way, but not half enough.
Voluntecrs are enrolled and recognized as a military force by
proclamation. They numb. r about 200.

The Goveroment are in want of 10,000 Zbicer guns, or cardines.
We bave none. The Ashanlis are supposed to amount to 80,000
strong, in four, not three divisions.  We are in a most de-
plorable state, I assure you.—Yours sincerely,
V. C. Fisuisoy.

| the camp on the above date,

ASHANTI INVASION OF PROTECTED T_ER-RITORIES.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
Mankessim, Febroary 14, 1873,

respecting (he present state of affairs in my counfry. The
Ashantis have, after ell their deceivings, crossed the River Prah
—that is, the frontier between them and the Fantis—and have
marauded certain villages within the Protectorate, They are
still rapidly marching up egainst the Protectorats, for the
purpose of tfakiog Elmina Castle. His Excellency Colonel
Harley did not give any ctedepce t6 the reports when firat the
chiefs at Denkera, Wassaw, and Ackim sent to inform him about
the conduct of the Ashanlis. After seeing that sll the reports
which had been wade to him against the Ashantis are correct, his
Excellency issued proclamations that all the Confederate kings
and chiefs ghould repsir to Cape Coast for ammunition. They
did accordingly eend for the promised ammunition, and to their
astonishment. they received only a few barrels of powder and
shot, but no guns, neither money for their people’s subsistence,
except one or two chiefs that had been supplied with guns for
their people. )

I am fully instrocted by the King President (Quasio Adoo) fo
inform you, in order to let the people in Eugland know, that in

supply of money; they mean the dutics, &o., that have been
collected from their own country, and also a large quautity of
smmunition, to defend their country with.. Anfoo Otfoo has
now marched sgainst the enemies; other kings and chiefs will
also march with their people in a few days. His Excellency
Colonel Harley has sent one of the medical officers to Assim, in
order to ascertsin whether the Ashantis have actually crossed
the River Prah, and have marauded certain villages within the
Protectorate or not, and to ioform him whether the Ashantis are
within the Protectorate or not, . °
_ I have been told that the doctor who had been sent to Assim
particularly to learn the certsinty of matters relative to the
Ashanti marauding armies, has written to his Excellency that
all ‘the reports that had been sent to him by the chiefs at
Assim, Denkera, Ackim, and Waseaw, aré correct and true;
that the Ashantis have crossed the River Prah—that is, the
frontier between Ashanti and Fanti—snd have marauded six or
seven villages within the Protectorate, and are still marching
toward Cape Coast and Elmina. With best respects to you, and
hoping you are well, I am, yours, &e., - epry
P.S.—I will write you certain particulars relative to this
Ashanti war by next chance.—W. E. D,

ASHANTI INVASION.—ASHANTIS NEAR CAPE COAST.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AFRICAN TIMES,
: Cape Coast, February 28, 1873.

Sir,—The whole of the so-called protectorate will be in the
camp on the 3rd of next month,

T and several of my confederate friends will also be Yeaving for
The enemies have advanced to a
village at Assin, called Doomasie, about twenty-four hours’
journey from Cape Cosst. The Fantis cqutemplats shortly
attacking the Ashantis at a place called Yancoomasie,

The Fantis are crying for pecuniary essistance at such a crisis
a3 this. If the authorities do mean still to call this place & pro-
tcetorate, it should now be made known practically to the Fantis
by assisting them with certain funds to enable them to carry on
the war with their enemies. Had the Fanti Confederation been
organized before this time, there would have been no troubls in
getting funds, and elso the enemies would have been attacked
by the Faatis before now.

Compliments to you.—I remain, yours traly, Fixm.

ASHANTI WAR.—PROCLAMATION.

By His Honcur Colonel Robert William Harley, Compsnion of
the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Administrator of Her
Majesty’s Fortsand Settlements on the Gold Coast.

Colonel Roperr Winirau Harrey, C.B., Administrator.

Whereas, an Ashanti force has crossed the Prab, and entered
the protected territories on the Gold Coast in & hostile manner ;

And Whereas it is necessary that the supply of arms and
munitions of war to the enemies of the protected tribes should
forthwith be discontinued :

Now, therefore, he it known to all whom it may concern, that
we have thought fit to prohibit, and do hereby prohibit, all per-
£ons within the settlements end protected territories on the Gold
Coast, and on the waters, rivers, and estuaries thereof, from
selling, bartering, giving, or transferring in any manner of way,
and either directly or indirectly supplying any arms, smmunition

or war like stores of every and whatsoever deseription to the
As})l;nlis, or their allies, or to other enemiea of the protected
tribea.

My dear Sir,—I am unier the necessily of ioforming you _

such a crisis as this the kings and chiefs are in nesd of a good .

s -2 g *

‘of its last acts was the passage of the Porto Rico Slave Emanci-
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l[or_eow_ar, we have prohibited, and do hereby prohibit, theim-
portation into thesaid settlements and protected derritories of all
such arms, smmunition, and ‘warlike stores excepting at the ports
of Cage Coast, ‘Blmina, and Accrs, or at such other port or porta
at which tke importer may be specially authorized to land the
eame by license first obtained from the Collector of Customs.

. And all officers of Customs, and other officers of the Colonial
Goremmept of the Gold Coast, are to abserve and enforce this
lamation,

Given under my hand and publio geal, at Goverament house,
Cape Coast, this Eighth day of February, One Thounsand Eight
Hundred and Seventy-three, and of Her Majesty’s Reiga thirty-
sixth (By Command)

Fosrer-Fostze, Acting Colonial Secretary.
(God Save the Queen !

GERMAN EXPEDITION TO AFRICA.

Brreiw, March 13.—A committeo has been formed smong the
members of the Berlin Geographical Society, ard a plan has béen
drawn up in conjunction with the other Geographical Societies of
Germany for the completion from the West Coast of Africa of the
discoveries commenced by Dr. Livingstone from the East, . The
committee propose that the expedition should start from the West
Cosst south of the Equator. - The funds for the proper equipment
and maiaterance of the expedition are already partly provided for.

THE PORTO -RICO SLAVE EMANCIPATION BILL IN
THE SPANISH CORTES.—THE BILL ADOPIED.
. ' Madrid, March 28.
The Assembly (Cortes) was dissolved at 2 4 3. to-day. One

pation Bill. The ecene was unusually enthusiastic. The Bill
was passed unanimously, with some modifications; namely,
slaves are to sign contracts for thres years with their present
employers, the owners to get 80 per cent. indemvity in. six
months ; the full value where contracts are completed. The
total amount of the indemnity will be 1,400,000/, Ten per
cent. per anoum will be allowed for interest, and & sinkicg fund.
established guaranteed upon -the revennes of Porto Rico
Slaves are not to have political rights under five years.

LIVINGSTONE RELIEF EXPEDITION.

At the meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, Monday,
March 10, the President stated that he had on the presious day re-
ceivedaletter from Sir Bartle Frere, datedin Febraary, at Zancibar,
announcing that the organization of the Livingstone Relief Bxpe-
dition under Lieutepant Cameron had been nearly completed, and
that the start for the interior would be mads in two or three
days, Lieutenant Murphy, R.A., an officer of high qualities,
had joined the party. The letter enclosed a copy of the instroe-
tions, which were to the effect that the primary object sbould be
to effect a junction with the Doctor, and to deliver into his hands
the letters, stores, &e., of which the expedition has charge, and
to assure the great traveller of the unabated admiration and in-
terest with which his proceedings sre watched by his country-
men and by the whole civilized world. This done, the resources
of the expedition are to be placed absolutely and eatirely at his
disposal, to carry out any work he may desire. - On arrival at
Lake Tangsnyaks, if there should be doubt 23 to Livingstone’s
route, the letters and stores are to be placed in safety at Ujiji, or
some other point, where they could be most easily reached by
him in the event of his returning towards the Esst Coast, as he
informed Mr. Stanley he intended to do. ' The completion of the
examination of the Tanganyska Lake, and the exploration of
Lake Victoria Nyanza have been indicated as worke of the
greatest importance, as well as the necessity of testing and veri-
fying in every possible way the sltitude of the former.  Discre-
tion is given as to the routes both going and returning, the in-
structions as to communications with the Geographical Society
being that repotls should be seat a3 frequently as possitle through
Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar. The expedition is also to en-
deavour in every way to gain pews of Sir Bamuel Baker, and
although there may appear to be little chance of meeting with
any trostworthy intelligence concerning the fate of the survivors
of the St. Abbs, or other ships wrecked on the coset, it is desired
that, through caravane, traders, and o forth, information should
be sought as to any Evropeans, whether captive or free, living
among the pative tribes. The expedition is furnished wilh Jettéers
of safe conduct and recommendation from the Saltan of Zsnzi.
bar, and Her Majesty’a Consul at that place,

Orriciar.—The Queen has approved the appointment of Sir
Benjamin ‘Pine, K.C.M.G., to be Lientenant-Governor of Natal.
Her Msjesty has slso approved the sppointment of Mr. H. T.
Irving, Colonial Becretary of Ceylon, to be Gorernor of the Lee-

LIST OF PASSENGERS PER STEAMSHIP SOUDAN,
Mr. R. B. Rarrar, from Ambriz; Mre. Smith and three chil-
dren, James Halaer, from Sierra Leone; J. Armstrong, T. Reid,
Bonny; James Prece, Fresco ; and James Lees, Bonny.

LIST OF PASSENGERS PER STEAMSHIP BIAFRA.
Dz, Ulowll, R.N., from Fernandn Po; Captain Haram, Mr.
Norman, Mr. Daltan, Bonny; Mr. Watker, Quitta; His Ex-
cellency the Baron de Conceicao, Madeira.

LIST OF PASSENGERS PER STEAMSHIP CONGO.
Mr. Martin ‘and Mr. Corria, from Benin; Captain Schlabitz,
Lagos; Mr. Chevalier, Acera; Mr. Bickels, Sierra Leone; Mr,
Coddington acd servant, Dr. Nash, and Mr, Lowandes, Teneriffs;
Mr. Drury, Madeira; three steerage psssengers, Bonny.

Drari.—At Acers, on the — February, greatly l_gulgnted,
Thomas Cheetham, Esq., of this place. I

BRITISH AND AFRICAN
STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

SHIPPERS are respectfully iuformed that this Company now
despatch TWO STEAMERS MONTHLY to the WEST
COAST of AFRICA.

The fine new Screw Steamers

BONNY . . . . . . . LIBERIA
@ ROQUELLE . . . . . . . VOLTA
CONGO . . . o . . . LOANDA
SENEGAL. . KWARA

Will - SAIL TWICE MONTHLY “between LIVERPOOL snd
the following Ports on the West Coast of Africa (callig at
Maprea)—viz,, SIERRA LEONE, MONROVIA, CAPE
PALMAS, CAPE COAST CASTLE, ACCRA, JELLAH
COFFEE, LAGOS, BENIN, BONNY, EERNANDO PO, and
OLD CALABAR. The days of Sailing from Liverpool are the
6th and 18th of each month.

For further information apply in London to Messra. Marcory,
Houpsox, and - Co., 5, Crosby-square; in Glasgow, fo Tavios,
Lavenranp, and Co., 24, Oswald-street; and in Liverpool to

ELDER. DEMPSTER, & CO., 48, Castle-street.

Afeican €old Oraaments, Brooches, Earrlugs, Rings, Chains; &e.
MR. W. R. TAYLOR begs to inform his numerous customers
and the public generally that from and after the date
bereof e will be prepared -to execute all orders for Gold
Trinkets, &c., forwarded to him, provided always that such
orders are accompanied with remittances. A moderate com-
mission of ten per cent. will be charged, and none must expect
their orders to be executed unless accompanied with a remite
tance.
Fort-street, opposite the Castle, Cape Coast.
’ December 22, 1870.
OTTON, WOOL, and other Material, PRESSED . and
.PACKED by WALKER'S PATENT ROTATING
PRESS, in HALF the USUAL TIME. Sugar Mills for
Splitting the Cane, Palm Nut Assorters, Nut Crackers, aand
every kind of Machine for Africa or India. . .
12, JAMES STREET, CITY-ROAD, LONDON.

THE ESTATE OF THOMAS OHEETHAM, ESQ, OF
ACCRA, DECEASED. S
LL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS on the absve Estate
are reque-ted to send them in on or before JULY 381
NEXT, to JAMES BANNERMAN, Esq., of Jamestown, Accra,
Solicitor to the Executcra. .
Now ready, in One Volume, 8vo. with Illustrations from Photo.
* graphs, &ec., price 21s., cloth,
LAYE-CATCHING IN THE INDIAN OCEAN; a Record
of Nava! Experiences. By Captain Coroxs, R N.
Loudon: Loxowans, Greey & Co., Paternoster-row.

In the Press, crown 8vo., price 12s. 61,
DISEASES OF TROPICAL.CLIMATES,
AND THEIR TREATMENT;

Wize Hixrs ror roe PressrvatioN oF HeartTw 1x tHE TROPICS.
By J. A. B. HORTON, M.D., Edin., F.I..G.S,,

Staff Aesistant-Surgeon of the Army Medical Department; As-
eociate of Kiog's Colleze, London; Foreign Fellow of the
Botanical Society of Edinburgh, Corresponding Member of the
Hedical Society of Kiog's College; late Presideat of the
Pathological Sociely of Edinburgh; Member of the Institute

d'Afrique, of Paris, &c.

ward Irlande, 1n succession to Sir Benjamin Pine.

London: J.'& A, Crvecenr, New Burlington-street.
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'AFRICAN STEAM SHIP COMPANY.

INCORPORATED BY ROYAL —'C_’HARTER.

THE COMPANY'S FAST AND COMMODIOUS EOYAL MAIL ST_EAMEBS,

Nigretia (New 1,866 Tons Captain Croft.
Africa L,es0 ,, » J. W. Davis,
Yoruba 1,626 ,, . Ce ss  H. Wharton.
Soudan 1650 ,, 4 5 D. Weston,
Benin .. 1,500 ,, w4, G.F. Snart.

. Biafra - 1,300  ,, 5» R. Stone,
Calabar 1,008 ,, : s»  D. Crook.
Eboe 750 . s B.S.Haram.
Ethiopia ‘177160 ,, - Building, . ; '
Monrovia - .. ‘ee 1,260 7 e 7] - IS NG
Elmina 1,260 ,, _ ' . o

ARRE INTENDED TO

'LEAVE LIVERPOOL ON THE 12th AND 380th OF EACH MONTH, s

Ezcept sohen thots dates fall on Monday, when ths Departurs s deforred to the day following.

The sailings on the 24.h are for the present discontinued, but will be resumed when the new ships, now under consteuction

for the-Company, are av.ilable, . . ,

The Packets of the 12th will proceed to Madeira, Grand Cavary, Sierra Leéone, Monrovia, Cape Palmas, Cape Coasl Custls,
Acers, Jelleh Coftee, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Old Calabar, Fernando Po, Gaboon, Black Point, ‘Landans, Congo, Ambrizette,
Kinsembo, Ambriz, end St. Paul de Loarnda, . ‘ . ’

The Packels of the 30th to Madeirs, Teneriffe, Sierra Leon2, Cape Palmas, Cape Coast Castle, Lsgos, Bonny, Old Calubar,
Fernando Po, Gaboon, Black Point, Landana, Congo, Ambrizelte, Kineembo, Ambriz, and 8t. Paul de Loanda, .

Goods are also delivered by Branch Steamer from Bonny inside the bars at Benin, Brass, New Calabar, and Opobo.

For further informalion apply in Loudon at the COMPANY'S OFFICES, 14, LEADENHALL-STREET, and in Liverpool t

FLETCHER & PARR,

' The Niererrs, Capt. Crorr; will sail 1st March. 6, DALE STREET.
Mareh, 1873. ) : . .

SYDENHAM HOUSE, 50, LUDGATE HILL, ’LON‘DON._

SAMUEL BROTHERS,

MERCHANT TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS.
On the System of Charging the Lowest Price possible for Ready Money. )
LONDON CLOTHING.—Perfection in Style and Fit is supplied by the aid of the new Self-measure Rules, ag given below
During twenty-fire years their Clothing has been celebrated for sound economy, perfect fitting, aad the most geatlemanlike style,

THE WORLD-FAMED SYDENHAM SUITS AT 509s-
Are marufactored in suitabla styles for all occasions, and in the various substances o1 SYDENHAM
o Cloth for all Climates, — -
MorxiNg 45D Bustxess Soirs. . .0 .. . . . 49, 0d. to 8ds, 0d.
TROUSERS . .. . v v v w 0w e e e e . 145, 0. ,, 28s 0d.
Dress axp ProMEexape Soirs., . . . . . . « . 003 04, ,, 114s. 04.
TROUSERS . . . . . . . . . W . .o I7s. 64, ,, 80s. 0d. .
STATE, LAW, AND CLERICAL ROBES SUPPLIED AT VERY ADVANTAGEOUS
' PRICES. ‘
THE NEW BOOK ON GENTLEMEN’S ATTIRE
Coutains Forty-three Engravings to represent the Fashionable Stylea.
Price 1s.,deduected from s purchass (post-free).

Aoy garmeot can be supplied by sending the following measures: Give, 1N xcu3Es,
whols beight of person. For a Coar: Round the breast, round the waist, from ceatre | &
of back to the wrist; for length of sleeve, arm bent. For Waisrcear: Round breast - -
ziand waist. For Trousems: Leogth outside seam from top to boltsm, length inside TROUSERS.

<<

seam from fork to bottom, round the waist, round the seat,
Parrerss a¥p List or Prices Post Faes,

SAMUEL BROTHERS GUARANTEE TO SUPPLY, IN EVERY CLASS, PERMANENT COLOURS, GENTLEMANLY STYLE
SOUND WORKMANSHIP, AND PERFECT FIT,

#3> Messrs. Samuel Brothers find it necessary to state that the Postage of Letters must be Prepaid, or they will not be received.

SAMUEL BROTHERS 50 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON ENGLAND.
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